
EXPORT PRICE INDEX, 
AUSTRALIA 

Catalogue No. 6405.0



:

AISTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS Canberra
miiMi NOON 8 NOVEMBER 1979

INQUIRIES

EXPORT PRICE INDEX, AUSTRALIA 
AUGUST 1979

If you want to know more about these statistics ring Mr Dun Aherne on Canberra 526689 or 
our State office, or write to Information Services. ABS. P.O Box W, Betconnen, A.C. T. 2616 

For copies of this publication contact Information Services. Canberra 526627 nr State offices.

MAIN FEATURES

The All Groups index increased by 0.6i^ in Augusi 
1979 mainly because of higher prices for wheat, 
casein and plastic products.

The All Groups index increased by 21.8% for the year 
ended August 1979.

EXPLANATORY NOTES

exixjiied coniiiKiililies,
up-to-dale weighting's have been

because more

combining items to forni the new groups.
used when

Scope of the index
5. The Export Price Index measures changes in 
prices of all e.\fi<>rl!i uj inere/ianJise Jrom Australia. It 
includes re-exports of merchandise (that is, goods which

_____ arc imported into Austruliu aiui exported at a htei dale

Introduction

Tlie Export Price index contained in this 
publication replaces the previous index which had a 
reference base of 1959-(O= 100. A detailed description 
of previous Export Price Indexes is contained in > ear 

Aiiiiralia No. pages 256-7 and in ) ear
iiiuik Ausira/ia Ao. .SA’, ¡^72. pages 240-2.

wi'hout physical transfonnalion). I'lie index numbers 
for each month relate lo piices of those expoils ot 
merchandise that are physically shipped from Australia 
during that month.

Items and weights

2. Tlte current Export Price Index has been 
compiled for each month from July 1974 and lor the 
financial years from 1974-75 to 1978-79 on the

6, I he Expoit Price Index is a fi.xi'J wcifiliis index 
on refcience base 1974-75 = KKJ. The jnde.x items, i.e. 
the commodiiies direcilv repiesented in the index, were 
selected on Ihe basis of their export values in the period 
1974-75 to 1976-77. I hey constiluted 89 per cent of 
the total value ol exports of merchandise from Ausltalia
in the same ¡Kuiod. The selected items were allocated

reference base 1974-75 100.

3. A technical note showing a method of linking

weights in accordance with the average value of exports 
for each item over Ihe period 1974-75 to l’)76-77. Many 
of the items carry not only their own weight hut also the

the current “All groups' index to the previous “All 
groups’ index, so that series from the current index can 
be converted to the reference base of the previous index, 
is available on request. The technical note also shows a 
method of linking series for the current groups to scries 
for corresponding groups in the previous index.

weight of unpriced commodities whose prices are
considered to move in a similar manner Similarly, foi 
the purpose of calculating ihe “All groups’ index, the 
export values of some categories of exports which are
not directly representer! in the index, have been

4. For any given period, price movements shown in
the current index will not necessarily be the same as 
price movements in the previous Export Price Index for

allocated Io paiticular Sections of the Australian I xpoil 
(“ommodiiy Classification ( A.l ( ('.>. l.xporl values lot 
A.Ii.C.C. Section 1. “Beveiages and tobacco’ have been 
added lo the value of exports for A.l ('.(' S.’ciion 0
“Food and live animals’. With the

variety of reasons. In particular, it should be noted
non-moneiary gold. export values

exception of
for certain

that
components ol A F.CC. Seclion 9A “(’ommodiiies and
transactions of merchandise trade. not elsewhere

The current “All groups’ index differs in scope 
from the previous “All groups’ index.

The groups included in the current index (e g. 
cereals and cereal preparations) can differ from 
corresponding groups in the previous index 
because they may be composed of different

classified’ have been allocated amongst loin A I f 
Sections . Section 0, Section 6 ’Manulaclurcd goods 
classified chiefly by maletiar. Section 7 “Machinery and
transport equipment’; Section K “Miscellaneous
manufactured articles’. These allocations are made for 
the purpose of compiling the “All groups’ iiulc.x only and 
do not affect calc* Unions of Index series for individual 
sections or other groups.



7. hull details of the weighting pattern of the new
Export Price Index, i.e. the percentage contributions for 
index items and groups were contained in the July 1979 
issue of this publication, aic available from the ABS on 
rerjuest.

in order lo lessen the impact of price variations
attiibutahic solely to changes, over lime, in market 
destinations In most cases prices are combined using
I k cd weiglils between markets. Weights between

Gassification

markets arc ivvicw’cJ from time to lime and revised 
where necessary

8. The selected items have been combined into
broad index groups in two ways. Tables I and 2 contain 
index numbers for groups based on the Section (1 digit) 
and selected Divisions (2 digit) of I he Australian Fxptri 
Comtmfiiilv ('¡a\sificaii<)ri (A.I-.'.C.CJ I')78- 79 (AHS 
Catalogue No. I20.T0). Tables 1 and 3 contain index 
numbers on an industry of origin basis foi groups based 
on the Divisions (I digit) and selected Subdivisions (2 
digit) of the 1978 edition of the Ausiralian Standard 
Industrial ClassifieatiDii iA.Sd.C.i (ABS Catalogue No. 
1201.0). These groups have been formed by allocating 
each of the index items to its industry of origin (e.g.

1.1 The July 197«.) issue of this publication 
contained explanations of:

Pricing of wool exports

Pricing goods shipped at unknown prices 

Ireaiment ot seasonal exports.

14 Index numbers for financial years aie simple 
averages ot monthly index numbers. All index numbers
foi the current month and the previous month aie

.‘\gricuhuie.
Manufacturing).

forestry and fishing; Mining: and
pieliminary and subject ttj revision.

the
The ‘industry of origin’ is the industry in which

exported commodity is /tninarily pnujuivd.
determined in accordance with the classification rules ol
the Ausiralian Siandard hidustrial Classtju a!ii>n

Percentage changes
15 Table I shows percentage changes lor the ‘All 
groups' indc.x and for A.h Sections and A S.IC. 
Divisions. The following example illustrates the method 
of calculating pei centage changes

¡ASIA '.I. It is therefore not necessarily identical with 
the industry Iroin which the export transactions arc 
actually made l oi instance, many exports are made hy 
traders or by marketing authorities, but these exiimts 
aie classified to the appropriate producing industries, 
rather than to the wholesale trading industries from 
which they aic actually exported.

All groups
Augusi 1979 

/i’.v.v .1 uly 197<) 
Change in imlex points

/’ercffUu^e chaHf’e =

lA-ices
In general, prices are obtained from major

Related publications

(see Table 1 ) 
( see Ta b Ie I )

\ 100 = +0.6

exporters of the selected items included in the index 
The point of pricing for the Export Price Index is the 
point al which the goods physically leave Australia, i.e. 
prices are on the basis f.O.B. al main Australian ports of 
exjroi I

16. I'sers may also wish to releí to the following
publications which are available on lequest.

11. As the prices used in the index are expressed in 
Australian currency, changes in the relative values of the 
Ausiralian dollar and overseas currencies can have a

I'riee Index of Articles h-oduced hv Manufacturing 
Industry ( o4 1 2.0)

fiiic Index <>! Material I'sed in Manulacturing 
luiluslry (o41 1.0)

direct impact on price movements for the many

I xporis and hnporis oj ,Mcri handise al ( unslanl 
/y/i t‘s ( S4.21 U)

commodities that are sold in currencies other than 
Australian dollars. Wliere exports arc sold al prices 
expressed in terms of a foreign currency and forward 
exchange cover is used, the prices used in the index 
EXCLUDE forward exchange cover.

I y/iori hy 
(S4()2.0)

!)ii i\ii>ns (/‘rehmhiary)

17. All curieiit publications pioduced by the ABS
are listed in C,iiali>yiu ■>! Puhlu ations (1101 0) which is 
available Iree ol charge Iroin any AlkSotfice.

The price series used relate to specified
standards, grades, types, etc. of each commodity with 
the aim of incorporating in the index price changes loi 
exports of representative goods of constant quality 
Wherever possible, prices to predominant exixirl 
markets are used for each of the specified goods priced,

Symbols and other usages
p preliminary, series subject to revision
r figure revised since previous issue

nil or less than half the final digit shown

KJ CAMERON 
Australian Statistician
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TARLEI. EXPORT PRICE INDEX - BROAD GROUPS

All 
gmupt

Ah'CC SECTIONS ASIC DIVISIONS

1976-77
1977-78
1978-79

122
128
144

Food and

animals
(0)

Oude 
maferialt 
inedible 

(except fuelt)

Mineral 
fuels 
and 

lubricants 
(e)

Animaland 
vegetable 

oils 
and fats

Chemicals 
and other 

manufactured 
exports 

(5.6.7 A S)

Agriculture, 
forestry, 
fishing

fl un ling 
(A)

Mini/ig
(B)

Manu­
facturing 

(c/

INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base of each index : Year 1974-75 = 100)

98
100 
I 19

141
149
162

156
167
170

117
136
157

118
125
146

106
105 
114

148
159
163

119
127
150

1978-79 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May

132 
133
135 
137
137 
140
142 
146 
149 
156
159 
161

108 
109
111 
113 
113
117 
119 
122 
125
129

133

151
151
153
154
154
155
155
162
165
177
182
181

166
168
166
167
167
166
171
171
172
176
174
175

144
145
146
148
151
150
157
158
164
173
176
177

129
130
132
135
138
142
145
150
154
161
164
169

109 
110 
110
110 
110
111 
111

114
120 
125 
125

158 
158
161
160 
158
161
161
16.3 
165
170

133 
135 
136
140 
142
145 
149
155 
160
167 
170 
173

1979-80 
July p
August p

r 161 
162

1133 
133

181
182

179
180

181
181

171
172

126
128

rI73 
172 175

'%

PI RCENTAGI CHANGES

1976-77
1977-78
1978-79

r, %
Change)ri>ni previous vear

''.X '■/i

+ 11.9 
+4.9

+ 12.5
+2.0

+ 19.0

+ 22.6 + 8..3

+8.7

+ 19.4
+ 16.2
+ 15.4

+ 16.8
+5.9

+ 16.8

+8.2
•0.9

+8.6 •2.5
+6.7

*18.1

1978-79 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March

May^

+3.9 
+4.7 
+6.3 
+7.0 
+ 7.9

♦9.1

+ 16.4

+22.3 
+ 22.9

+ 13.3 
+ 15.3 
+ 16.5 
+ 20.6 
+22.7 
+23.2 
+22.5 
+24.0 
+23.4 
+24.3

Change from corresponding month oJ previous year

+2.0 
+ 1.3 
+2.0 
+3.4

+4.0 
+8.0

+212 
+23.0 
+20.7

-0.6
+0.6
-0.6

+0.6 
0.6

+3.0

♦ 3.0
+5.4
+4.8

-5.8
+0.7
+6.5

+4.0
+4.8

+8.0

1979-80

August p
r+22.0 
+21.8

r+23.1
♦ 22.0

+ 19.9 
+20.5

+21.0 
+25.6 
+ 27.4 
+26.2 
+30.1 
+29.4 
+27.3

+ 14.2 
+20.0

+ 28.8
+ 30.2
+ 34.1

+2.8 
+5.8 
+5.8 
+4.8
+4.8 
+6.7 
+7.8 
+5.7
+9.6 

+ 15.4 
+ 17.9 
+ 16.8

-0.6
1.9

- Ü.6
-0.6

+0.6

+5-8 
+9.7 
+9-6 
+ 8.9

+6.4 
+8.0 
+8.8 

+ 12.0 
+ 14.5 
+ 16.0 
+ 18.3 
+ 22-0 
+ 25.0 
+29.5 
+ 29.8

^2S.l 
+24.8

+32.6
+32.3

+ 15.6
+ 16.4

r+9.5 
+8.9

r+30.1 
♦ 29.6

1978-79 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

+0.8 
+0.8

+0.9
+0.9

+ 1.8

+Ü.7

+0.7

+2.2

+2.8
♦2.1

+ 1.9

+ 3.5 +0.6

Change from previout m(fnrh

-1.2
♦0.6

+3.6
+0.7
+0.7

+0.8 +0.9

1979-80 
July p 
August p +0.6

♦ 2.5 
♦ 3.2 
♦2.3 
♦0.8

+4.5 
♦ 1.9 
♦7.3 
+2.8 
-0.5

-0.6 
♦ 3.0

♦2.0
-0.7

+2.2
+2.9

-0.6

+0.9 + 1.9

♦0.6

+0.6 
+2.3

♦0.6 
♦ 3.8 
♦5.5

+0.6 +0.6 +3.0

+2.7

+4.2

+0.8 
+ 1.5 
+0.7 
+2.9 
+ 1.4

+2.8 
+4.0

+ 3.0 +4.4
+ 1.8
+ 1.8

♦ 2.3
♦0.6

+2.3
+0.6

♦0.8 
♦ 1.6

r+0.6 
-0.6 +1.2



TABLE 2. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED DIVISIONS OF AUSTRALIAN EXPORT COMMODITY CLASSIFICATION (AECC)
(Base of each index : Year 1974-75= 100)

1976-77
1977-78
1978-79

1978-79 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March 
April 
May

1979-80 
July p
August p

Meat and 
meat 

prep^ations 
(01)

125
154
234

179
191
203
211
216
226

239
250
259
270
276
283

269
267

products 
and eggs 

(02)

94
107
113

109 
no 
no

i 14

115
115
115
116

118
120

Fish and 
fish 

preparations 
(Of)

185
200 
229

' 207 

211 
215 
215 
229 
228

230 
232 
242
249 
251
244

235
239

Cereals and

preparations 
(04)

89
81
86

84
84
85
85
84
86

85
85
87
88
93
93

96
98

vegetables 
(05)

108
160
167

154
157
158
161
163
165

169

176
174
176
177

180
179

Sugar and 
sugar 

preparations 
lOn)

83
72
74

76
71
70
73
70
73

73
73
77
79
77
77

r78
79

Hides, 
skins and 
furskins 

'(21)

188
198
308

218
221
229
237
247
257

292
343
383
431
427
408

383
389

Textile 
fibres 

and their 
wastes 
(26)

135
139
153

145
146
146
147
148
147

148
149
151
166
172
170

169
169

Metalliferous 
ores and 

metal scrap 
(28)

140
151
157

150
150
152
152
150
152

149
156
159
166
172
173

175
175



TABLE 2. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED DIVISIONS OF AUSTRALIAN EXPORT COMMODITY CLASSIFICATION (AECC) - amlinued
(Base of each index : Year 1974-75 = 100)

1976-77 
1977-78 
197t-79

1978-79 
July 
Auguit 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
Feteuary 
March 
April 
May 
June

1979-80 
July p 
Auguit p

Coal, coke 
and 

briijuettet 
1321

164
176
178

176
178
176
177
177
176

180
178
178
181
177
176

179
175

Petroleum, 
petroleum 
products 

and related 
rrtaterials 

(33)

137
141
157

143
142
139
142
144
145

148
158
165
179
182
192

194
200

Animal 
oils 

and fats 
(^1)

117
136
157

144
145
146
148
151
150

157
158
164
173
176
177

181
181

Manufactura of -

Iron and 
steel 
(6 7)

91
96

118

101
102
105
106
114
119

121
120
124
132
134
141

142
144

Nonferrous 
metals 
(69)

123
125
161

123
127
130
139
143
148

159 
171
183 
196 
202
211

215 
212

Power 
generating 
machinery

etfuipmeni 
(71)

119
139
154

145
145
145
145
153
154

154
161
161
161
161
161

162
166

Specialised 
machinery 

for 
particular 
industries 

(72)

147
166
178

176
177
175
175
176
175

176
178
179
181
181
181

190
189

Road 
vehicles 

(78)

I 30 
145 
154

151
151
152
153
153
153

154
155
154
154
156
156

158
161

Gold 
(97/

95
120
165

134
145
151
160
146
150

164
177
179
178
187
209

212
227



TABLE 3. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED SUBDIVISIONS OF AUSTRALIAN STANDARD INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION (ASIC)
_____________________________________ (Base of each index : Year 1974-75 = 100)

Metallic 
minerals 

f/l)
Coal

Ft x/, 
bevt rages

tobacco
(21)

Textiles 
(23)

Chemical, 
petroleum 
and coal 
products 

(27)

metal 
products 

(29)

Transpon 
equipmeni 

(32)

1976-77
1977-78
1978-79

137
147
155

164
176
178

109
118
151

135
140
156

130
137

122
128
149

130
145
152

1978-79 
July 
Au?ust 
September 
October 
November 
December

147
146
151
149
146
152

176
178
176
177
177
176

129
130
134
136
140
145

148
149
149
150
151
151

136
137
135
136
137
137

129
131
132
136
140
141

149
149
149
149
151
151

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

149
154
157
164
169
171

180
178
178
181
177
176

151
157
165
172
174
174

152
154
168
174
173

140 
145
148
156
160
166

145
153
159
168
173
179

151
153
153
156
158
158

1979-80 
July p 
August p

170
170

179
175

rl 70 
17!

172
172

173
186

184
183

159
163




