
AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
CANBERRA

Reference No. 6.37

NOON 2 DECEMBER 1976

INQUIRIES
If you want to know more about these statistics, ring Mr Godfrey Laurie on Canberra 52 
6573 or our State office or write to Information Services, Australian Bureau of Statistics, 
P.O. Box 10, Belconnen, A.C.T. 2616

WAGE RATES INDEXES, SEPTEMBER 1976 I PR ELIM INARY)

MAIN FEATURES

In September 1976 the weighted average mhiinium 
weekly wage rate for aduh males increased by one 
cent to S!51,8S. The weekly rate for adult females 
remained unchanged at (he August 1976 level 
($122,13), 

. This preliminary statement now includes particulars 
of hourly wage rales fur adult males in the principal 
industry groups. (See Table 3).

EXPLANATORY NOTES

This statement contains figiiies ol' weighted 
average minimum weekly and houriv wage rates and 
index numbers lor adult males and adult females foi 
Sejitenibei 197() and corresponding figures for some 
earlier months. More information on ihesc statistics will 
appear later in the monthly bulletin hj.gf' Hales and 
/ariiinifs fRefercnce No. b.l6) which also contains 
explanatory notes covciinu definilions. scope of the 
statistics, etc.

2. The wage rates used ni the compilation of the 
indexes are the lowest rates tor a full week's work 
exeliiding (’vcrliinej prescribed tor particular

occupations in awards or tletetniinati'>ns ol' I cdeutl or 
State industrial aiilhoiities; in collective agreements 
registered with these authorities, or in unregistered 
collective agrcenienls where these arc tloniiniinl in
particiilai industries. The indexes are designed K' 

measure muvcnients in prescribed minimum rates of 
' as distinct from salaries: those awards, etc. which 

lelaie solely ot mainly to salarv earners are theieffue 
excluded. Because of delays in the receipt of notification 
of changes in wage rales as well is retrospective changes 
to rates, figures for the latest twelve months shown are 
subject to revision. As such revisions aie made they are 
published in the normal monthiv tables of' this 
siatenieni.

3. Tlie indexes are designed to measure trends in 
wage rates in current awards, etc. excluding the effects 
of changes in the relative importance of industries, 
awards and occupations. The weighted average wage 
rates shown tn these t.ihles are therefore indexes 
expressed in triK-iev terms, and do not purjx«rt fo be 
actual cuHcnt averago. Similarly, neither these wemhied 
average wage rates nor the correspmding index numbers 
measure the relative levels of average current wage rates 
as between States or industries.

4. Pur ¿ijiih males the weck!\ wage rates exchide 
rural industrs. in addition the hourls rater, exclude 
•.bippinu and stevedoring, for which data to compute 
honrh wages are not available. The wcekiv and hourly 
wage rates lor ailult females exclude rural iiiiiuslrv. 
mining and qiiarrviog and building and cc’nstinction.

?. The annual changes shown in Tables I, 2 and 4 
nieasuie the |X'r;entage change Iroin the same month for 
the pievii'us vear The ix'rcentaecs may nuciuate from 
month to month owing to the timing of significant 
award changes

TABU- 1. Wf I KLY AM) HOl'RLY WAtth RAI I ,S ; ADI LT MALI S AM) ADI LT f-LMAl.( S
ALl INDl’.STk3' (,R0f('S. At SIRzXLiA (a)

Weighted aveiage ininumim vi.vklv rates pavahle for a full week's work (exiludnig overtime), as piescrihed in awards, 
deteiminations and collective agieenieiits. weighted aveiage minimum liouilv i ale - payable, and index numbeis o I wage rates.
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TABLE 2. WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES, INDUSTR Y GROUPS, 30 SEPTEMBER 1976 (a)

Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a ful week’s work (excluding overtime), as prescribed in awards, 
determinations and collective agreements; and index numbers of wage rates.

Wflii rates ($)

Annual 
change (a)

Index Nos.
(Base 1954 ‘ 

100) (b)

/ndustry gyoup N.S.W. Qld S.A. Tas. Australia Australia Australia

Mining and quarrying (c) 
Manufacturing -

Engineering, metals, vehicles, etc. 
Textiles, clothing and footwear 
Food, drink and tobacco 
Sawmilling, furniture, etc.
Paper, printing, etc.
Other manufacturing 
All manufacturing groups 

Building and construction (d) 
Railway services 
Road and air transport 
Shipping and stevedoring (e) 
Communication
Wholesale and retaD trade
Public authority (n.e.i.) and 
community and business services

Amusement, hotels, personal service, etc.

182.04

120.71
120.97 
127.57
126.95
128.79
126.38
123.48
144.08
119.86
134.77
16234
157.42
131.66

136.89
125.36

128.33

126.06
121.85
128.37
120.48
135.69
126.72

167.24 124.53 128.95 143.08 164.46 12.6 582.3

All Muatry povpa (a) 132.49

132.21 
122.85
132.69
131.48 
144.54
127.91

126.20 131.99
144.84
115.05
126.92
163.16
158.23
133.69

133.72
121.71

13041

134.69
135.35
126.78
155.86
157.04
132.42

139.07
124.75

135.94

124.20 
120.71 
124.06 
120.22 
133.35 
126.10 
126.S7 
141.00 
120.05 
126.40 
154.16 
156.27 
128.70

122.96
124.30
130.89
124.56
132.10
124.63
125.12
133.80
109.64
128.99
163.81
157.93
128.37

125.11 
117.52
126.82 
119.77
129.15 
121.01 
¡24.18 
132.48
120.53 
129.77 
159.79 
153.45
133.45

123.84 
121.51 
128.72
125.25 
133.03 
126.37
125.45 
140.90 
121.77
130.35 
160.48 
157.40
131.82

12.2 
12.2
12.5 
12.3

12.1
12.2 
11.3 
11.8
12.0 
13.7

12.7

438.5 
430.2 
455.8
443.5 
471.0
447.4 
444.2 
498.9
431.2 
461.5 
568.2
557.3 
466.7

126.39
117.79

127.92
112.25

141.22
116.46

134.79 
122.31

12.7
12.3

477.3 
433.1

129.18 128.22 131.10 131.85 12.1 466.9

For footnolea are Table below.

TABLE 3. HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES, INDUSTR Y GROUPS, 30 SEPTEMBER 1976 (a)

Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates.

Wage rates (cents}

Index Nos 
(Bate 1954 « 

iOO)(bf

Industry group N.S.W. Vie. Qld S.A. WA. Tas Australia Australia

Mining and quanying (c)
Manufacturing -

Eitgineering, metals, vehicles, etc. 
Textiles, clothing and footwear 
Food, drink and tobacco 
SawmQling, furniture, etc. 
l^per, printing, etc.
Other manufacturing 
All manufacturing groups 

Building and construction (d) 
Railway services 
Road and air transport 
Communication 
Wholesale and retaU trade 
Public authority (n.e.i.) and 
community and business services 

Amusement, hotels, personal service, etc.

509.23

301.89 
302.43 
319.36
317.38 
321.98 
315.95
308.82 
360.19 
299.65
336.93 
403.81
329.14

348.96
313.40

320.81 441.49 311.31 337.90 365.77 443.77 627.2

All imlualry groups (a) 331.55

315.38 
304.61
320.93 
301.21
339.70 
317.08 
315.69
362.11 
287.92
317.30 
407.48
334.24

330.72
307.11
331.71
328.71
361.34
319.77
330.06
336.73
338.38
316.96
404.42
331.06

310.50 
301.78
310.14 
300.55
333.37
316.00 
311.57
352.51
300.12 
316.00
407.21
321.74

307.67 
310.76
327.23 
311.40 
336.91
310.86 
313.04 
334.49
274.09 
322.46 
406.69
320.91

312.77 
293.80
317.04
299.42 
322.87
302.78 
310.48
331.21
301.34
324.44
395.67 
333.62

309.75 
303.77
321.95
313.13 
332.99
316.05 
31 J. n
352.26 
304.50
325.86 
405.12 
329.55

437.8
429.4
455.0
442.6
470.7
446.7
443.5
497.9
430.4
460.6
572.6
465.8

343.45
304.28

351.86
311.87

322.18
294.48

323.19
280.63

358.54 
291.16

343.40
305.78

485.4
432.2

325.97 339.52 321.26 319.58 324.27 329.08 465.1

(a) See explanatory notes on page 1. (b) Base: Weighted average wage rate, Auslraiia, year I9S4 s loo. (c) For mbiing,waga rates used are 
those prescribed for the principal mining centres and include lead bonuses, etc. (d) The weekly rates used in the index for occupations specified 
in the Nalional Budding Trades Construction Award include the weekly base rate of pay. the special allowance and the industry allowance, (e) 
Includes wage rates (and value of keep) for occupations In the coastal shipping service, other than masters, officers and engineers.
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TABLE 4. yVEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES, INDUSTRY GROUPS, 30 SEPTEMBER 1976(a)

Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding overtime), as prescribed in awards, 
determinations and collective agreements; and index numbers of wage rates.

Annua/ Index Nos.

Wage rates ($/
change (a) (//ose 1954- 

7r 100) (b)

Industry group N.S.W. Vic. Qld S.A. WA.. Tas. Australia Australia Australia

Manufacturing -
Engineering, metals, vehicles etc.
Textiles, clothing and footwear
Food, drink and tobacco
Other manufacturing
All manufacturing groups

Transport and communication
Wholesale and retail trade
Public authority (n.e.i.) and 

community and business services
Amusement, hotels, personal service, etc.

118.14
114.83
121.98
119.45
117.47
124.60
129.41

124.85
113.18
122.20
121.54
117.45
126.17
133.52

120.4 3 
115.40 
120.81 
121.98
118.55 
130.33 
127.95

119.27
116.13
118.73
118.83
118.22
129.09
129.15

119.28
116.81
108.96
118.30
115.64
121.51
125.79

119.93
107.51
117.90
115.51
113.29
131.31
123.27

120.61 
114.07 
120.89
120.23 
J17.46 
126.31
129.84

12.9
12.9
13.4
12.3
12.8
12.3
13.1

605.8
573.0
607.2
603.9
590.0
634.5
652.2

AU industry groups (a)

129.54
120.06

126.81
118.10

126.54
118.68

120.06
114.38

113.95
105.56

126.79
112.78

126.53
117.70

12.0
12.3

635.6
591.2

122.37 122.16 123.67 122.33 118.11 118.48 122.13 12.7 613.5

(a) Sri explanatory notes on page I. (b) Base: Weighted average weekly wage rate, Australia, year 19^4 = 100-

TABLE 5. WEEKLY WAGE RATES ; ADULT MALES AND ADULT FEMALES, ALL GROUPS (aXS)

Weiglited average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week’s work (excluding overtime), as prescribed in awards, 
determinations and collective agreements.

Australia

End of - Y.S.W. Vic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tas.
Federal State Alt

awards, etc. awards, etc. awards, etc.

ADULT MALES (a)

1975 - 
September 
October 
November 
December

1976 - 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September

118.62
118.67
118.69
118.70 

118.68
126.15
126.16
126.28
129.81
129.89
129.92
132.47
132.49

117.21
117.26
117.26
117.31 

117.31
124.65
124.67
124.71
128.24
128.25
128.29
130.81
130.81

121.09
121.10
121.11
121.48 

121.58
129.32
129.53
129.63
133.39
133.42
133.42
135.94
135.94

114.94
115.07
115.06
115.13 

115.12
122.64
122.68
123.01
126.57
126.63
126.64
129.16
129.18

111.31
111.63
111.63
113.29 

113.96
121.50
121.56
121.65
125.11
125.18
125.29
126.22
128.22

116.98
116.99
117.27
117.27 

117.71
124.98
124.98
124.99
128.58
128.61
128.61
131.10
131.10

119.15
119.15
119.18
119.23 

119.25
126.68
126.73
126.75
130.27
130.31
130.31
132.85
132.85

115.87
116.03
116.04
116.39 

116.52
124.05
124.09
124.30
127.91
127,97
128.04
130.63
130.65

117.67
117.74
117.76
117.95 

118.01
125.49
125.53
125.64
129.20
129.25
129.28
131.84
131.85

ADULTI EMALES (a)

1975 - 
September 
October 
November 
December

1976 - 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September

109.27
109.27
109.27
109.27 

109.27
116.21
116.21
116.42
119.87
119,87
119.87
122.37
122.37

108.87
108.87
108.87
109.00 

109.00
115.97
115.97
116.25
119.66
119.66
119.66
122.16
122.16

108.76
108.76
109.02
110.22 

110.22
117.38
117.38
117.58
121.07
121.17
121.17
123.67
123.67

103.14
103.30
103.31
103.34 

103.49
113.15
113.41
116.35
119.83
119.83
119.83
122.33
122.33

104.83
104.92
104.94
104.94 

104.94
111.19
111.58
111.68
114.72
115.11
115.89
118.11
118.11

105.27
105.27
105.27
105.56 

105.56
112.33
112.33
112.44
115.98
115.98
115.98
118.48
118.48

102.63
102.63
102.69
102.76 

102.76
109.38
109.38
109.78
113.06
113.06
113.06
115.56
115.56

113.26
113.29
113.30
113.57 

113.59
121.16
121.23
121.68
125.23
125.28
125.36
127.83
127.83

108.32
108.34
108.37
108.55 

108.56
115.68
115.72
116.15
119.57
119.60
119.64
122.13
122.13

(a) See explanatory notes on page I.
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