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It may perhaps bi ood idea, before stcrting on th 

oponing or the first Lodge, and the 1nauuorat1on of th 

Grand United Order or Oddfellows in New South \7ales Australia:, 
to near ossible quote tements 1n· referonce to the or1gon 

of Oddfellowsbip in so far e.e tho Grnnd United is concerned. 

lubs or locsl oseociations of per.sons .for mutual t>ssistance 

in timea of sickneBs end distress, in ono foro or another 

have without doubt existed from time immemorial . It mny also 
said \71 th equal certainty, that the spirit rhich cnimntod tho 

rl~• azsoclst!ons - the dc61re of the mtiny to help the individual 
0 ffectu&lly, than the individuul could possibly help 

himself - io the self s1 spirit, which animates the whole 
Friendly Society world at the present day. 

How, and by what machinery those early associations wer1 

ormed and carried on, v;hether by s. sys·tem of regulor subscr1:pt1on 

or, more probabl y by the oimple methods of ,sending round the hat, 

individual cnsef:i of necessity arose, is :now of little concem. 

It is su:tticient for the presont purpose to sv.y, that bys procosJ': 

very ~lori· and r.rndual, but ever 1n opercition, fro:nthose .small 
d ly 1noig:n1ficent bodies, working on .no settled or 

lan, \';hose objectti scarcely extended beyond rei1ev1ng 
or&ry needs of t,he1r bers, has 'been envolved ighty 

for the uplifting of manltind, of which their founder 
ly d to hc.vo drewneu . 

the de te ot the Or~anisa tion of the Grand United 

Oracr 1n Enf•.1(.j?ld., ther1 definitely no record the Gr.mid 

creterv of Enoland writing .fro:n Manchester on October 27th, 189 
to Grund crotory of rico stated that 'th 

or tho Grana Uni tad Order in E!i..:l c..nd 1 deed teller n1 th respect 

rly history 

o any reliable dote, but tho contention of our old memberz is, 

,he Independent Order ot Oddf'ellovi~, ncheDter Unity th 

1. 



first split from the Grand United Order in the year 1813 l"ihilst 

the 'Netional Independ~nt Order 1r1c:s a. split from the Manchester 

Uni tY.t e.nd t 'he otber secession numbered thirty tour dtfferent 

0ddfellow Societies. U,p to 16~7 our own Society was managed 

:y the Grnnc Loagc, which el ected their own Officer.a , and f.illed 

nll ·vacancies of membe,rs in the s(l.id Grand Lodge, and at the 

br?e.king up of the Grand Lodga and .introduction of our present 

s)!lstem of General Ueetings , electing all Officers and Co::nmi ttae 

of Management, re.port says the b~ks containing the early E:nd. 

chequered bistory of the :S.ociety vrere des~royed, and .I c!lnnot 

say the date of the Australian first D1spens6'tion ror th~ so:me re:_. son . 

In Brother John Thoonley' s History of the Grand United Order 

of Oddfellow.s there are many references and soma ,documents that 

re considar~d to be e.s nenr as it rras possible to judge, of 

th e ee.rly year~ of our Socici~y 1n England, and an old document 

s turnsd up from the innermost archives or this Order, giving 
. 

clearly ita . origin and going faT enough ba_ck for the most 

fastidiou:; Brother . 

Them .follows the full te:tt of tbe account, but as 1 t goes baok 

o the ;fi.rst century of the Christian era, and: introduces Nero, 

Titus Caesar ond other anci..en't worthies , interesting ns that 

part of it undoubtodly is - it qoes not· ~eem to have any 

immediate connocticm ·with either the Ancient Nobl e Order or the 

Grand United Order .it •niay be passed by. Later it 1s related 

how the Ancient Nobl,a Order \\'BS .f'orm.ed of a number of Lodges, 

hitherto belone,ing to tho Grand United ijrd~r, and which seceded ,., 

from 1 t. From n part of 1 t colling mor~ nearly to our- ,:>v:n times, and 

more intimately connected w1 th them the folloVIing i 's extrf1cted 1-

"And whereas f .rom var-.ious cau,se.s this order became defunct 
in this realm of Engl&l'ld for «J. co~usiderable time, .1 t was 
afterwards osta.blished 1n England in the City of London, in the 
memorlalo of which Grand Lodge of .Engle.nd, the following Memorial 
as recorded, :tn the Book or the Constt.tutions and Journal of 

the Grand Lodge of En.gland . 

De it knor.n• to all i.mto vfhom these ;presents !.'!ball c , me that 
Sir Jphh de Nouville, Kn'fght; Sir Alfre_d 8laiter# Knight; 
Sir R. Mu:rdoc~ . and Sir Ru;rnrt Harwoo<S and others being moved 
by Christian (.;n&rity, did on the 23rd day of .April in the year 
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of grace one thous!lnd four hundred mid fifty two, institute 
end begin a Grand Lodge or ru1 order of Fraternity, after the 
manner or those beyond the seas, h-nom1 by the name ~nd ti tl 
ot Odd Fello\,·.s o.t the Boul~gne-sur-L!ere or Bull und Mouth, 
in the City cf LondQn and Coun.ty or Uid1'3=esox, uneer the 
nrune mid tit . Jf the Grcind Lo(lge 9f Honour Gnd tha said 
Si.r John da ~ni1vil'le &nd the soven Knights for:ning the sm:ie , 
did bind th(!r-.!_elvea in strict /.mi ty and Fr.iendship to maintain 
the same ." 

a.nd whereas 1 t is further l·ecorded that a Dl.speri'sation v:-i;.a• 

rantod to certain Brothers in She:ffi~ld 1.n the Count:, of York 

on thf' 2Z,rd ta;; of April, 1793i, forming a Grand Federation 

of Amity between tho two Grand Lodges of which the :follo\\'ing 

record ti presQrvcd in the Book or tho Conotitut1ons and 

Jour,nol of Grand Lo~ge:-

nBe 1,t rei;n~mber?d, th~t in consequence of the widespread 
.uthori tv of this Grand .1.1odge in various pli.rts of the 

United Kingdom, the G:rand Ma.s t ern in Council assembled 
aid agree to give and grant to seven Past Grand .&!esters 
of the Order 1n Sheffield a Dispensation unde~ the title 
of the Grand United Ol~der of Oddfellows to beheld at 
Sheffir?ld in the Co~ty of York, who by these presents 
a.re lofli'ully and ,duly authorised, accordtna to the 
ancient laws ond constit~tions, to ~lqct Officers, 
raise mid· pass Masters, grant Dispensations, and open 
Lodscn in v~r1ou~ parts of the United Kingdomj and 
conrer Degrees or the said Order according to the 
Ancient usages ~d customs thereof.. tnq. so, the 
Officers .of the said Gt· r .d Lodge, do bind our.selves 1n 
stric~ amity and .friend "?.hip, with the said du;J.y 
co11sti tuted Grand Lod~ .. of Sheffield, knom by the name 
of the Saint George's Grand Lodgo of Honour of the C~ari.d 
Union, so lone as the lats of thP. O.rder are well observed 
and. trul y kept, ~1th the r.i tes, customs., usages end 
ceremonies s.pportaintng thereto. Given 1.mder our 
h Emds mid seal this tr;enty second cuy of July., one 
thousand s~ven hundrod and ninety t1':o. 

The following is 

John Jones Grand Moster 
ijnmucl Hope Deputy Grand Master 
Charles Frost G.rand Secretary." 

copy ot the document prevlou 3l,f ment ionedr-

"Grand Lodge - Bohemia . HiV~"n, 
·ych Streot Strand, Mi~dl · t.x. 

Saturday, J&nu~ry 6th, 1798. 

In the book of the Constitutions end J ourne.l ot 
procoedincs of the above Lodge, held thi& 4ay, 1s f,ound as 
follows; on the motion ·of the Gruid MQster, and by 
the consent or the Provincial Lodge of this Order beld 
a.t the .Bull and Mouth Inn, Shet"field t in the County or 
York; it. is ordered that tne Lodge, of Oddfellow~ 
lately opened, and nov.' hold a.t the George Inn i.n the 

o.rket Pl.nee, 8heff1el•d, as aforesaid be received. 
.into the l11tion 6.lld en1•olled smpng thP. Provincial 
United Lodges,, and that a bond of union b~ granted 
to such Lodge accordingly. 

[low therefore, be it remembere(l that I, the unde1"&igncd 
tho Gran(1! Ma ster of tha Order., do hereby certify and 
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rana t>ccretary in tne G 
do ·declare the above to be a true copy o:r the Dlspensct1on . 

e of London in 1792 was the lineal 

oa.ge estaoliohcd or, as it woul 

ro-osts011snea 1n Lonaon oy t>ir Jchn de Nouville in .1."% v1 .. , 

is not very mater.icu.; but v.ho.t 1s of ,consequence .1::; that 

on G 

head or un oraer w1tn Lodges 1n many parts o 

it h 

to tEUre a snnre or t11e wo.r.l! o -
onG Emel open1ng 1.oageo. J1·or tn1s pu.t'pose '.e r ·1el 

• 

l 792 to 1798 there vw.s no 1n:rormat1,on as t.o 

trensactions. if any ,, ,of the Sheffield Grond Lodge and 1 

ingle Dispensntion was grented. or a s1ngl 

nd.on Or~d. Lodg,e ·was never st 
~ 

n a :rew years arter I.ts rorJ1ot1on ., the sne.f'1"1:ld 1r,;.nd 

ume<1 anCJ. exerc1soa rull s.uthority over .. t 

- it. It is elso beyond question that from th 

beginning of the nineteenth century the progress or the or 

contro.1 . ., not only 1n Sheffield and the .n.> ... ;J.h 

hr 

hire, and ,elsewbere, was very rapid and 'Lodgos were opened 

in uuick su 

1spensa t1on was eranted to Brotner Peter Ogdon to 



fir,"' 

18, 

d R LodRo in tho Uni 

tho P.hilo!llathean Loi 

tes of rica, and on 

th 

No,. 646 was opened and on 

ub Co:n:?iittee or llanagement of 

rch 1st, 

February 21st, 

rice was elven 

re elected. 
rrant and the firat G.rand Lod.E!e Officer, 
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defray expenses in opening Branches. , 

Four B:ranches 1n the Hunter River Dis t rict were clos9J. Two 

Di spensstions were granted Loyal Armidale - Sydney Di strict and 

Cumberland - 'Sydney District. 

The September meeting di scl osed that two Brenehea-, Arakoon and 

Capertee had ciosed ~1nce the last meeting~ A notice was received 

f rom the Sydney Diatr1ct that on the 27th October a B~quet was 

being tendered to the :BROTHER GEORGE :BRETaALL late Secretary ot 

the Sydney Distric t, to teetify to the services rendered by him 

in connoction Vi,i th the Sydney District. Tickets 7/ Zt. may be 

obtained from any member of the Distr.iot Council~ 

P.t the l ast meeting or 1883 December 20th, a D1spensi;!t1on was 

ranted co ,o,pen a Br&nch at Barraea - Bathurst District~ Two 

Lodges wer• cl.:>sed one a. t Hsrden and the other at Coote.mundra 

those Lodgeae must have opened later as both are Branches operating 

1n 1947. The Sydney District ,at this time were seeking to appoint 

a pai d Inspectol" ot Lodge s 1n their ov.-n l •l.s t.riot ~d the Sub 

Coinroi ttee of Management expressed themselves as 1',iing right behind 

the 1noYa tion . 
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