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MAIN FEATURES

Note. The figures for the period 1968 to 1978 have 
been revised. See paragraphs 3 and 4.

At the end of 1979 there were 315 reporting trade 
unions, compared with 316 at the end of the previous 
year. The decrease resulted from the amalgamation of 
two unions.

Total membership was 2,855,100, an increase of 46,800 
(1.7 per cent). Males increased by 300 while females 
increased by 46,600 (5.4 per cent). (See paragraphs 7 
and 12).

Seven unions with 80,000 or more members each 
accounted for 28 per cent of total membership. The 98 
unions with fewer than SOO members accounted for 
little more than half a percent of total membership.

Revision of series

3. Many of the figures previously published for the 
years 1968 to 1978 have been revised. The revised 
figures are shown in the tables in this issue. The 
published number of reporting trade unions varies from 
year to year as a result of amalgamations and mergers of 
unions, unions ceasing to operate, new unions being 
formed, existing organisations changing their status such 
that it brings them within the scope of the definition of 
a trade union (sec paragraph 5), and existing unions 
reporting for the first time. In the past, when 
organisations were first identified as being, or having 
become, trade unions (as defined), membership figures 
were not always obtained for earlier periods, even for 
existing unions. During a recent review of the trade 
union collection, the missing information was obtained 
from the organisations concerned, but only for the 
period from 1968. In addition, number ofa
organisations not previously identified as trade unions 
have been included for Ihe first time.

Unions with members in two or more States accounted 
for about 81 per cent of total membership.

4. Tlie treatment of a number of unions with

EXPLANATORY NOTES
Introduction

The figures in this publication have been compiled 
from data obtained from questionnaires sent to 
individual trade imions in the annual collection as at the 
end of December each year.

interstate associations, but which are not strictly 
branches of a common organisation, has been changed: 
they are now properly counted as separate unions in the 
totals for Austraha. Membership figures generally, and 
the State and Territory figures for number of unions, are 
not affected by this change.

Definitions
5. For the purpose of these statistics a trade union

2. Current lists of reporting trade unions are
maintained by reference to lists used in previous years 
and to trade umons registered under the provisions of 
the various Federal and State industrial arbitration Acts, 
trade union Acts, etc.; from names of unions reported to 
be engaged in conciliation and arbitration proceedings, 
etc.; and from reports in trade journals, trade union and

is defined as an organisation, consisting predominantly 
of employees, the principal activities of which include 
the negotiaticn of rates of pay and conditions of 
employment for its members. Nonoperating unions or 
branches, i.e. tliose with no members at the date of 
collection, are not included in the statistics.

employer periodicals, newspapers and other
6. When obtaining statistics from trade unions

publications. It should be noted that not all reporting 
trade unions are registered under the relevant Federal or 
State industrial arbitration legislation or State trade 
union Acts. (Sec paragraph 9 below.)

operating wholly witliin one State or district, trade 
union secretaries are asked to report whether or not the 
union is a branch of an interstate, or a larger State or 
district organisation. This reporting reduces the 
possibility of duplication in the figures of the number of 
unions and of membership. An interstate or federated
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comparability over time.

Related publications
The Labour Force, Australia (6203.0)

14.

aVr/ten Employees. Australia (6213.0) 

nsde Union Members. November 1976 (6325.0)

11» ,1 • Current publications produced by
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15.

usages
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Australian Statistician
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189

164
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164
165
168
167
168
167
167
166

139
139
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144
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137
138
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135
136
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142
136
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142
141
142
142
141
141

159
159
161
157
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154
153
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148
153
153
154

115
116
119
115
112
118
123
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122
123
120

40
43
45
51
55
58
66
63
67
66
64
70

71
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82
82
84
88
89
89
90
89
84
82

TABLE 2. TRADE UNIONS : NUMBER OF MEMBERS, DECEMBER 1968 TO DECEMBER 1979 

fOOO) _____ _________________

End of 
December - N.S.W. Vic. QU SA. W.A. Tai N.T. ACT.

MALES

361
354
347
351
341
327
326
317
313
315
316
315

Auft.

1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

671.9
683.6
692.6
724.3
717.1
739.4
745.4
750.9
726.0
701.5
707.1
702.7

419.4
423.5
439.8
453.1
463.0
486.5
503.1
507.4
504.7
505.6
509.9
513.0

251.8
250.3
247.6
251.4
248.5
254.4
264.8
275.1
270.4
268.9
265.4
265.2

153.3
158.8
163.6
171.9 
1711
182.2
190.5
188.2
187.0
190.4
191.5
1915

124.2
124.5
130.6
134.9
137.1
142.4
152.6
157.3
160.3
162.7
160.1
160.7

55.0
55.6
57.6
58.5
60.6
62.4
67.0
64.4
64.0
65.9
64.6
63.6

4.6
5.0
5.7
6.7
8.8
10.2
12.1
11.2
12.0
11.2
11.4
12.9

18.8
20.9
23.1
25.3
27.7
33.3
35.6
33.4
34.9
34.8
33.7
33.3

1,698.9
1,722.2
1,760.5
1,826.0
1,834.9
1,910.8
1,971.1
1,988.1
1,959.5
1,940.8
1,943.6
1,943.9

FEMALES

193.6
205.3
223.8
251.8
275.2
296.7
306.8
329.0
321.0
317.6
320.5
339.5

134.0
139.1
154.7
168.1
191.1
197.0
210.8
217.9
214.7
222.1
222.9
234.1

84.1
83.4 
817
86.4
95.3
108.1
110.8
117.5
117.4
119.6
118.0
128.4

32.9
36.0
39.8
44.2
52.5
60.7
63.9
68.6
69.8
76.7
78.7
79.8

41.5
43.7
46.4
49.8
55.0
61.3
70.8
67.7
72.7
77.1
75.7
80.6

13.4
14.8
16.6
17.4
20.4
21.6
22.0
23.7
23.5
26.4
26.3
26.4

1.0
0.9
0.9
1.5
2.3
3.2
4.3
4.0
4.1
4.8
5.5
5.6

5.2
5.2
5.9
7.0
12.0
14.2
17.0
17.7
18.0
16.6
16.9
16.8

505.9
528.5
570.9
626.1
703.8
762.8
806.2
846.0
841.2
860.9
864.6
911.2

PERSONS

865.5 
888.8
916.4 
976.0 
9914 

1,036.1 
1,0512 
1,080.0 
1,047.0 
1,019.1
1,027.6 
1,0412

553.5
562.7
594.5
621.2
654.1
683.6
713.9
725.3
719.4
727.7
732.9
747.1

335.9
333.7
330.4
337.8
343.8
362.5
375.6
392.6
387.7
388.5
383.4
393.7

186.2
194.8
203.5
216.1
224.6
242.8
254.4
256.9
256.8
267.1
270.3
272.3

165.7
168.3
177.0
184.7
192.1
203.7
223.4
225.1
233.0
239.7
235.8
241.3

68.4
70.5
74.1
75.9
81.0
84.0
89.0
88.0
87.6
92.3
90.9
90.0

5.6
5.9
6.6
8.1
11.1
13.5
16.4
15.2 
16.1 
15.9
17.0
18.4

24.1
26.0
28.9
32.3
39.7
47.5
52.6
51.1
52.9
51.3
50.6
50.1

2,204.9
2,250.7
2,331.4
2,452.2
2,538.8
2,673.6
2,777.3
2,834.2
2,800.6
2,801.6
2,808.3
2,855.1
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423.5
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1,760.5
1,826.0
1,834.9
1,910.8
1,971.1
1,988.1
1,959.5
1,940.8
1,943.6
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223.8
251.8
275.2
296.7
306.8
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321.0
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139.1
154.7
168.1
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210.8
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214.7
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222.9
234.1
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108.1
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63.9
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16.6
17.4
20.4
21.6
22.0
23.7
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26.4
26.3
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0.9
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1.5
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5.6
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7.0
12.0
14.2
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976.0 
9914 

1,036.1 
1,0512 
1,080.0 
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713.9
725.3
719.4
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333.7
330.4
337.8
343.8
362.5
375.6
392.6
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388.5
383.4
393.7
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194.8
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216.1
224.6
242.8
254.4
256.9
256.8
267.1
270.3
272.3

165.7
168.3
177.0
184.7
192.1
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223.4
225.1
233.0
239.7
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241.3
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75.9
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2,204.9
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2,452.2
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2,834.2
2,800.6
2,801.6
2,808.3
2,855.1
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TABLE 3. TRA^E UNIONS : PROPORTION OF TOTAL EMPLOYEES, DECEMBER 1968 TO DECEMBER 1979 

(per cent)

End of 
December M&H'. fTc. QU- S.A. Tai. N.T. Á.C.T. Ault.

HALES

5

TABLE 4. TRADE UNIONS: NUMBER OP UNIONS

Number 

of 
member!

Under 100

1968 1969 m 1971

according to size, DECEMBER 1968 TO DECEMBER 1979

Eni of December -

1972 Ì973 1974 1975 1976 1977 197S 1979

1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

60
60
59
61
61
62
63
65
63
62
62
61

52
51
52
54
54
56
58
59
59
59
60
60

63
61
59
59
57
56
58
60
59
59
58
57

56
57
57
59
60
62
63
63
62
64
66
67

56
53
53
52
54
54
57
58
59
59
59
58

62
61
63
64
66
67
72
69
69
71
70
69

24
25
25
28
33
36
40
41
44
43
42
44

62
64
63
65
64
70
71
63
68
68
67
67

58
57
56
58
58
59
61
62
61
61
61
60

100 and
250 ■’
500 ”

1,000 ”
2,000 ”
5,000 ”

10,000 ”
20,000 ”
30,000 ’’
40,000 ”
50,000 ”

under 250
500

1,000 
2000
5,000

10,000
” 20,000
" 30,000 
" 40,000 
" 50.000 
” 80.000

80,000 and o«r

Total

FEMALES

57
42
49
44
46
47
21
24

8
8
5

55
40
46
44
46
46
21
24

8
8
5

10 11

49
46
45
39
47
45
19
25

7
8
5
9
3

54
47
39
42
45
46
18
25
10

9
5
7
5

51
41
41
43
38
49
19
23
11

6
7
6
6

39
39
39
40
47
44
21
22
10

5
8
5
8

41
30
44
45
41
44
26
20

9
5
8
6 
7

36
36
38
43
39
46
21
21

8
7
7
8
7

31
34
35
48
38
44
24
20
10

9
6
7
7

29
40
34
44
42
43
24
22

9
7
7

7

31
41
30
44
42
45
25
20
11

6
6
8

32
39
27
46 
«5
45
19
24
10

5
9
7
7

361 »4 347 351 341 327 326 317 313 315 316 31S

1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

36 
36
37
41
44 
44
47
50
49
48
48
49

32
31
34
36
40
39
41
43
42
43
43
44

49
46
43
43
45
47
48
49
48
49
47
49

25
26
27
29
33
35
36
37
37
41
43
43

41
39
39
40
42
42
48
45
47
48
47
49

36
38
41
43
49
49
48
50
49
54
54
53

13
11
10
16
20
25
30
31
32
36
40
36

29
26
26
29
45
47
51
49
52
47
46
46

35
35
36
38
42
42
44
46
45
46
46
47

table 5. trade UNIONS

Number 

of 
member!

Under 100 

100 and under 

250 ” ”

PERSONS

: NUMBER OF MEMBERS ACCORD]^ TO SIZE OF UNION, DECEMBER 1968 TO DECEMBER 1979

End of December -

1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979

1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

52
52
51
54
55
56
57
59
58
57
57
56

45
44
46
48
49
50
52
53
52
53
53
54

59
56
54
54
53
53
54
56
55
55
54
54

46
47
47
49
50
52
53
53
53
55
57
58

51
48
48
48
50
50
54
54
55
55
54
55

54
54
56
58
60
61
64
63
62
65
64
63

21
21
21
24
29
33
37
37
40
41
41
41

50
49
49
51
57
61
63
58
62
59
58
58

50
49
49
51
52
53
55
56
55
55
55
55

500 ”

1,000 ”
2,000 ”

5,000 ”

10,000 ”

20,000 ”

30,000 ’’

40,000 ”

50,000 ”

250

500
1.000

2,000

5,000

’’ 10,000

20,000 

” 30,000 

•' 40.000 

” saooo 

’’ 80,000

80,000 and over

Total

' I'

i

3.0

7.0

17.1
29.3
62.8

157.2

148.7

333.7
194.8

245.3

263.5

742.5

29
6.2

15.6
26.2

66.6

153.2

151.5

329.9
192.6

283.9

214.5

807.7

2.8
7.4

16.6
25.4

68.1

154.3

133.8

348.3

187.1
281.7

222.1
566.3

317.4

2.6
7.9

14.8

29.9

61.0

157.6

123.6

325.1
235.6

320.6

217.6
468.6

487.3

2.2

7.6

15.3
32.3

53.4

156.4

125.2

310.2

258.6

209.9
303.9
400.3

663.7

2.2

6.1

14.6
28.6

65.6

146.8

153.9
314.2

250.9
179.2

350.7
307.4

853.6

2.3
4.8

15.5
32.2

58.9
136.9

207.0

300.7

200.5

173.3 
357 a 

377.1

910.5

1.9
5.7

12.8

30.9
52.3

151.5
161.6

316.0
196.7

241.1

313.3
485.8

864.8

1.6
5.3

12.3

34.6

52.6

136.5
171.3

290.2

235.8

320.0

267.8
430.8

841.6

1.4

6.1
12.3

30.5
59.6

139.9

182.1
327.2

224.0

247.3

309.6

425.1

836.6

1.8

6.0

11.0
30.7

57.7

145.2
181.2

305.2

264.7

214.0
266.4

525.0

799.3

1.7

6.0

10.0
30.4
62.4

151.9
147.8

360.9
250.4

174.3

410.5
450.7

798.1

2,204.9 2,250.1 2,3314 2,452.2 2,538.8
2,673.6 2,777J 2334.2 2,800.6 2,801^ 2,808.3 2355.1
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TABLE 3. TRA^E UNIONS : PROPORTION OF TOTAL EMPLOYEES, DECEMBER 1968 TO DECEMBER 1979 

(per cent)

End of 
December M&H'. fTc. QU- S.A. Tai. N.T. Á.C.T. Ault.

HALES

5

TABLE 4. TRADE UNIONS: NUMBER OP UNIONS

Number 

of 
member!

Under 100

1968 1969 m 1971

according to size, DECEMBER 1968 TO DECEMBER 1979

Eni of December -

1972 Ì973 1974 1975 1976 1977 197S 1979

1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

60
60
59
61
61
62
63
65
63
62
62
61

52
51
52
54
54
56
58
59
59
59
60
60

63
61
59
59
57
56
58
60
59
59
58
57

56
57
57
59
60
62
63
63
62
64
66
67

56
53
53
52
54
54
57
58
59
59
59
58

62
61
63
64
66
67
72
69
69
71
70
69

24
25
25
28
33
36
40
41
44
43
42
44

62
64
63
65
64
70
71
63
68
68
67
67

58
57
56
58
58
59
61
62
61
61
61
60

100 and
250 ■’
500 ”

1,000 ”
2,000 ”
5,000 ”

10,000 ”
20,000 ”
30,000 ’’
40,000 ”
50,000 ”

under 250
500

1,000 
2000
5,000

10,000
” 20,000
" 30,000 
" 40,000 
" 50.000 
” 80.000

80,000 and o«r

Total

FEMALES

57
42
49
44
46
47
21
24

8
8
5

55
40
46
44
46
46
21
24

8
8
5

10 11

49
46
45
39
47
45
19
25

7
8
5
9
3

54
47
39
42
45
46
18
25
10

9
5
7
5

51
41
41
43
38
49
19
23
11

6
7
6
6

39
39
39
40
47
44
21
22
10

5
8
5
8

41
30
44
45
41
44
26
20

9
5
8
6 
7

36
36
38
43
39
46
21
21

8
7
7
8
7

31
34
35
48
38
44
24
20
10

9
6
7
7

29
40
34
44
42
43
24
22

9
7
7

7

31
41
30
44
42
45
25
20
11

6
6
8

32
39
27
46 
«5
45
19
24
10

5
9
7
7

361 »4 347 351 341 327 326 317 313 315 316 31S

1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

36 
36
37
41
44 
44
47
50
49
48
48
49

32
31
34
36
40
39
41
43
42
43
43
44

49
46
43
43
45
47
48
49
48
49
47
49

25
26
27
29
33
35
36
37
37
41
43
43

41
39
39
40
42
42
48
45
47
48
47
49

36
38
41
43
49
49
48
50
49
54
54
53

13
11
10
16
20
25
30
31
32
36
40
36

29
26
26
29
45
47
51
49
52
47
46
46

35
35
36
38
42
42
44
46
45
46
46
47

table 5. trade UNIONS

Number 

of 
member!

Under 100 

100 and under 

250 ” ”

PERSONS

: NUMBER OF MEMBERS ACCORD]^ TO SIZE OF UNION, DECEMBER 1968 TO DECEMBER 1979

End of December -

1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979

1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

52
52
51
54
55
56
57
59
58
57
57
56

45
44
46
48
49
50
52
53
52
53
53
54

59
56
54
54
53
53
54
56
55
55
54
54

46
47
47
49
50
52
53
53
53
55
57
58

51
48
48
48
50
50
54
54
55
55
54
55

54
54
56
58
60
61
64
63
62
65
64
63

21
21
21
24
29
33
37
37
40
41
41
41

50
49
49
51
57
61
63
58
62
59
58
58

50
49
49
51
52
53
55
56
55
55
55
55

500 ”

1,000 ”
2,000 ”

5,000 ”

10,000 ”

20,000 ”

30,000 ’’

40,000 ”

50,000 ”

250

500
1.000

2,000

5,000

’’ 10,000

20,000 

” 30,000 

•' 40.000 

” saooo 

’’ 80,000

80,000 and over

Total

' I'

i

3.0

7.0

17.1
29.3
62.8

157.2

148.7

333.7
194.8

245.3

263.5

742.5

29
6.2

15.6
26.2

66.6

153.2

151.5

329.9
192.6

283.9

214.5

807.7

2.8
7.4

16.6
25.4

68.1

154.3

133.8

348.3

187.1
281.7

222.1
566.3

317.4

2.6
7.9

14.8

29.9

61.0

157.6

123.6

325.1
235.6

320.6

217.6
468.6

487.3

2.2

7.6

15.3
32.3

53.4

156.4

125.2

310.2

258.6

209.9
303.9
400.3

663.7

2.2

6.1

14.6
28.6

65.6

146.8

153.9
314.2

250.9
179.2

350.7
307.4

853.6

2.3
4.8

15.5
32.2

58.9
136.9

207.0

300.7

200.5

173.3 
357 a 

377.1

910.5

1.9
5.7

12.8

30.9
52.3

151.5
161.6

316.0
196.7

241.1

313.3
485.8

864.8

1.6
5.3

12.3

34.6

52.6

136.5
171.3

290.2

235.8

320.0

267.8
430.8

841.6

1.4

6.1
12.3

30.5
59.6

139.9

182.1
327.2

224.0

247.3

309.6

425.1

836.6

1.8

6.0

11.0
30.7

57.7

145.2
181.2

305.2

264.7

214.0
266.4

525.0

799.3

1.7

6.0

10.0
30.4
62.4

151.9
147.8

360.9
250.4

174.3

410.5
450.7

798.1

2,204.9 2,250.1 2,3314 2,452.2 2,538.8
2,673.6 2,777J 2334.2 2,800.6 2,801^ 2,808.3 2355.1
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TABLE 6. TRADE UNKXS : CLASSIFTCADON ACCORDING TO NUMBER OP MEMBERS, AUSTRALIA AnSTULlA,,i>'
AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS Canberra

Number of members

Under 100
100 and under
250 ” ”
500 ”

1,000 *•
2,000 ”
5,000 ”

10,000 ”
20,000 ’’
30,000 ’* " ‘
40,000 ” ” ;
50,000 ” " i
80,000 and over

250 
500

1,000
2,000
5,000

10,000
20,000
30,000
40,000
50,000
80,000

Total

End of 
December -

1968 
1969 
1970
1971 
1972
1973 
1974
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978
1979

1968 
1969
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977
1978 
1979

Number of separate 
unions

Proportion of 
total unions

Number of 
members

Average 
novtsbif

Proportion of of members
total members per union c

eAtM.OM NO. 8323.0

Dec. 1978 Dec. 1979 Dec. 1979 Dec. 1978 Dec. 1979 Dec. 1979 Dec. 1979

% -’000- % CQDQ) A-
TRADE UNION STATISTICS, AUSTRALIA 

DECEMBER 1980
(including revised figures for the period 1975 to 1979)

31
41
30
44
42
45
25
20
11

6
6 
8
7

32 
39
27
46
45
45
19
24
10

5 
9
7
7

10.2
12.4
8.6

14.6
14.3
14.3
6.0
7.6
3.2
1.6
2.9
2.2
2.2

1.8
6.0

11.0
30.7
57.7

145.2
181.2
305.2
264.7
214.0
266.4
525.0
799.3

1.7
6.0

10.0
30.4
62.4

151.9
147.8
360.9
250.4
174.3
410.5
450.7
798.1

0.2
0.3 
l.i
2.2
5.3
5.2 

¡2.6
8.8
6.1

14.4
15.8
28.0

0.1
0.2 
0.4 
0.7
1.4
3.4
7.8

15.0 
25.0 
34.9
45.6
64.4

114.0

PHONE INQUIRIES for more information about these statistics—contad Mr Geoff Winter on Canberra 
(062) 52 6576 or any of our State offices.

UL INQI

other inquiries including copies of publications—contact Information Services on 
Canberra (062) 52 6627 or in any of our State offices.
write to Information Services, ABS, P.O. Box 10, Belconnen, A.C.T. 2616 or any of our 
State offices.

316 315 100.0 2,808.3 2,855.1 100.0 9.1

TABLE 7. TRADE UNIONS : AREA OF OPERATIONS, AUSTRALIA

Unions operating in fa) -

'%/ MN FEATURES

the period 1975 to ¡979 have
i^ee paragraph 3.

Revision of scries
Many of the figures previously published for the 

years 1975 to 1979 have been revised. The revised figures 
are shown in the tables in this issue. The published

3.

One 
state (b)

Two 
states

Three 
states

Four 
states

NUMBER OF SEPARATE UNIONS

Five 
states

Six 
states

Two to six 
states (c)

Total 
all 

unions

223
215
201
208
203
185
184
174
172
174
175
174

11
10
11
11

11
10
11

9
9

10
9

6 
8
9 
6
4
6
6
7
8
8 
6
6

17 
17
15
15
16
14
14
14
13

9
10

27 
23
29
33 
30
28 
24
24
22 
26
26 
27

77
81
82
78
77
83
88
87
89
89
89
88

138 
139 
146
143 
138 
142
142 
143 
¡41 
141 
141
141

361
354
347
351
341
327
326
317
313
315
316
315

NUMBER OF MEMBERS (’000)

373.4 
378.8
393.6
406.1
419.7
408.1
406.9
443.5 
459.0
479.1
492.2
530.1

21.9
22.5
21.8
25.4
23.1
51.6
18.5
19.0
18.8
18.8
19.6
19.6

62.8
71.8
76.0
63.4
60.5
63.3
97.5

102.2
73.7
67.3
24.0
24.5

111.6 
89.1
44.9
59.8
96,7 

101.5 
103.9
101.5 
98.2 
93.1

156.4 
182.3

326.2
294.9
382.7
426.0
339.1
327.8
205.4
199.4
225.8
164.9
176.4
149.9

1,309.1 
1,393.5
1,412.3 
1,471.5
1,599.8 
1,721.4 
1,944.9
1,968.7
1,925.0 
1,978.4
1,939.7
1,948.7

1.831.3
1,871.9
1,937.8
2,046.1
2,119.2
2,265.5
2,370.3
2,390.8
2,341.6
2,322.6
2,316.1
2.325.0

2,204.9
2,250.7
2,331.4
2,452.2
2,538.8
2,673.6
2,777.3
2,834.2
2,800.6
2,801.6
2,808.3
2,855.1

At the end of 1980 there were 316 reporting trade 
unions, compared with 323 at the end of the 
previous year. The overall decrease resulted from 
the amalgamation of ten unions into five, two 
unions reporting for the first time and four unions 
ceasing to operate.

Total membership was 2,943,900, an increase of 
74,900 (2.6 per cent). Males increased by 36,500 (1.9 
per cent) while females increased by 38,400 (4.3 per 
cent). See paragraphs 6 and 11.

Seven unions, with 80,000 or more members each, 
accounted for 28 per cent of total membership. The 
100 unions with fewer than 500 members accounted 
for little more than half a per cent of total 
membership.

Unions with members in two or more States 
accounted for about 82 per cent of total member­
ship. ___________

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
The figures in this publication have been compiled 

from data obtained from questionnaires sent to individual 
trade unions in the annual collection as at the end of 
December each year.

(a) Certain unions have, In addition to branches in the States, branches In the Northern Territory and in the Australian Capital Territory. See 
paragraph 6, explanatory notes, (b) Includes unions operating only in the Northern Territory or the Australian Capital Territory, (c) Total of 
previous five columns. Figures refer to interstate unions.

^9?,0

2. Current lists of reporting trade unions are main­
tained by reference to lists used in previous years and to 
trade unions registered under the provisions of the 
various Federal and State industrial arbitration Acts, 
trade union Acts, etc.; from names of unions reported to 
be engaged in conciliation and arbitration proceedings, 
etc.; and from reports in trade journals, trade union and 
employer periodicals, newspapers and other publications. 
It should be noted that not all reporting trade unions are 
registered under the relevant Federal or State industrial 
arbitration legislation or State trade union Acts (See

2.

paragraph 8 below).

Printed by C. J. Thompson, Commonwealth Government Printer, Canberra

number of reporting trade unions varies from year to year 
as a result of amalgamations and mergers of unions, 
unions ceasing to operate, new unions being formed, 
existing organisations changing their status such that it 
brings them within the scope of the definition of a trade 
union (see paragraph 4), and existing unions reporting 
for the first time. Prior to 1979, when organisations were 
first identified as being, or having become, trade unions 
(as defined), membership figures were not always obtained 
for earlier periods, even for existing unions; the missing 
information is now obtained from the organisations 
concerned, but only for the period from 1968. In 
addition, a number of organisations not previously 
identified as trade unions have been included for the first 
time. Revised estimates for the period 1968 to 1974 are 
available on request.

Definitions
For the purpose of these statistics a trade union is 

defined as an organisation, consisting predominantly of 
employees, the principal activities of which include the 
negotiation of rates of pay and conditions of employment 
for its members. Non-operating unions or branches, i.e.

4.

those with no members at the date of collection, are not 
included in the statistics.

When obtaining statistics from trade unions operat­
ing wholly within one State or district, trade union 
secretaries are asked to report whether or not the union is 
a branch of an interstate, or a larger State or district

5.

organisation. This reporting reduces the possibility of 
duplication in the figures of the number of unions and of 
membership. An interstate or federated trade union (i.e. a 
union with members in more than one State) is treated as 
a separate union in each State or Territory in which it has 
members, but is counted only once in the Australian total 
(see Table 1). Unions with interstate associations which 
are not strictly branches of a common organisation are 
counted as separate unions in the totals for Australia.


