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ABSTRACT 

A bibliography of 126 papers that refer to fruit and nuts in Papua New 
Guinea is presented. Excluded from the bibliography are papers that deal with 
peanuts, coconuts and bananas used as a staple food; and passing references in 
the literature to use of fruit and nut species by villagers. 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1981/82 the authors prepared a draft of fruit and nut research and 
development policy for Papua New Guinea (Bourke and Aburu, 1982). As part of 
this draft policy we included a bibliography. The present bibliography has been 
expanded from the original one. We use the terms fruit and nuts as they are 
used by agriculturalists, not in the stricter botanical sense. Thus we exclude 
botanical fruit such as tomatoes or capsicum which are traditionally classed as 
vegetables. We have excluded coconuts and peanuts because these two nut crops 
have an extensive literature in Papua New Guinea. A number of unpublished DPI 
papers are included
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because of their significance. A number of papers refer 
principally to vegetables, but they are included because they also cover water­
melons and roc~melons (see papers by Anon (1975), Blackburn, Kemp, Kesavan and 
Lambert). 

In general we have not included the extensive literature by anthropologists, 
geographers and agriculturalists in which fruit and nut species used by various 
groups of people are referred to in lists of crops grown. This is because this 
literature is so extensive. It can be noted, however, that many books, papers 
and theses by such workers do contain at least passing reference to traditional 
species such as various pandanus species, "galip" (Canarium sp) and breadfruit. 
Powell (1976) refers to some of this literature. We have also excluded papers 
that refer to bananas when they are grown as a staple crop, as in the Markham 
and Snake River Valleys, and articles that give recipes that utilize fruit and 
nuts. 
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