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J o an Rule 

As with the Aus tralian Adminis trat ion in Papua New Guinea,  so als o 

on the western s ide of  the i s land neither the Netherlands nor more 

lat terly the Indonesian A dmini strat ion has made it a matter of policy 

t o  at tempt the provis ion of  vernacular educat i on in the s chools . In 

the Handb o o �  o n  Neth enland4 N ew Guin ea pub lished in 19 5 8 ,  the ' Annual 

Report of the Governing Body to the United Nations ' summarises  the 

Netherlands Government ' s  vi ewpoint : 

t h e  almost c omp l et e  ab s en c e  o f  s i z ab l e  areas i n  wh i ch o n e  
a n d  t h e  s ame l an guage i s  s po k e n  r e n d e rs i t  hard t o  apply t he 
a c c ept e d  rule t h at t h e  ver n a c ul a r  b e  u s e d  i n  e l ement ary 
e duc at i on . . . .  M e re ly for t he s ak e  of c onveni en c e  has t h e  
Gove rnme nt at s ome t ime in  the p as t  d e c i d e d  . . .  t o  employ 
the Malay an l anguage . . .  a s  a l an guage f o r  g e n eral i n t e r-
c ours e in s ch o o l s  . . . .  In  t he more advan c e d  g r a d e s  o f  all 
s ch o o l s  other t han vi l lage s ch o o l s  [ writ e r ' s  not e : aft e r  
Grade 3 ] t h e  D ut c h  l anguage i s  u s e d  a s  t h e  l anguage o f  
i n s truct i on .  ( New Guinea Ins t itute 19 5 8 : 5 0- 1 )  

The first s chool i n  Irian Jaya was ac tually a M i s s i on s chool , estab ­

lished by  Pro te s t ant mis s ionaries  o n  the north c oas t in 1 8 5 7  s hortly 
after their arrival , but although it was not till 189 8 that ' the I ndies 
budget included a sum . . .  for the es tablishment o f  two permanent posts 
in New Guinea ' ( i . e .  the then Dutch New Guinea ) ( Souter 19 6 3 : 129 ) ,  and 

some t ime aft erwards that the A dministrat ion ventured into education, 

both the Prote s t ant M i s s i ons on the north c oast and t he Cathol i c  M i s si ons 
on the s outh c oas t had been c onduct ing t heir s chools us ing Malay- spea­

king teachers and with Malay as the medium of in struct i on .  The 

Netherlands A dminis trat ion inst ituted a sys tem whe reby Missi on s choo ls 
c ould receive a sub s idy and be regularly inspected or b e  uns ub s idis ed 

and not subj ect to inspection . The sub s idised vi llage s chools were of  

three categories ,  A :  four years , B :  3 years , and C :  two  y e ars , but in 
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all of  thes e ,  Malay was used as the medium of  instruct ion . The numb er 

of children in thes e  subs idised s chools i s  given in the afore-ment i oned 

Handb ook as 2 5 , 3 6 5  in 1 9 5 7 , while the t otal numb er of school children 

( sub s idised and unsubs idi s e d )  is  gi ven as 50 , 0 0 0 . That i s ,  almost  an 

equal numb er of  children were in unsub sidised schools . The Handb ook 

comments : 
In the more primi t i ve d i s t r i c t s  wh e r e  the  f i r s t  c o n t a ct s 
w i t h  t h e  populat ion have b e en made only r e c ently , t h e  R oman 
C athol i c  and Prot e s t ant Mi s s io n s  maintain uns ub s i di z e d  small 
s ch o o l s  . . .  h e r e  r e l i g i on , flute playi ng and s ome very 
e l e me n t ary s ub j e c t s  ar e t aught . ( New Guinea Ins titute 1958 : 4 8 )  

However , besides the religion and the flut e playing , reading and writ ing 

in their own language were among t he s ubj ects taught to chi ldren in a 

numb er o f  those new ly opened areas . When the Indonesian Government took 

over in 19 6 3 ,  Government s chools were maintained and subs idies were still  
extended to Mis sion s ch ools . All teachers were t o  be Indonesian ,  as 

had b een the Dut ch policy with Malay and Dutch , and the medium of  in­

s truct ion was to be Indonesian . Unsubs idised schools have been gradually 

phas ed out . Even in newly entered areas , such as the range s east of  

Mt  Juliana,  where the people are still  in  the first phas e of contact , 

the writer witne ssed the first semb lance of  a regular s chool b eing s e t  

u p  by  pers onnel of  the Unevangelised Fields Mission ( in response t o  

reque s t s  from t h e  people ) w i t h  Indonesian-speaking Irianese who were 

te aching in Indonesian . 

There has been no veto at all by  the G overnment , however , on t he 

holding of vernacular literacy classes among adult s  and young adults , 

and in the Highlands , the s e  have b een widespread and successful ( see 

chapter 7 . 2 . 5 .  in this vo lume , en tit led ' Vernacular Literacy in Irian 

Jaya ' ) .  The Government has also not opposed in any way t he estab l i sh­

ment of Bib le Ins t itutes  among the Christ ian adults , and thes e have 

provided vern acular educ at ion for many o f  t he Christian leaders in the 

Highlands communities . Bib le Institutes  teach not only the Bib le but 

also the soc ial science s ,  writ ten express ion , mathemat ics , Indones ian , 

health and hygiene and what ever sub j ects  are considered valuab l e  in 

providing a good b ackground for the future mini sters and past ors of the 
church . The Dani Bib le Institute at Mul ia,  estab li shed in 1 9 6 4 , now has 
on the st aff as well as three Americans , three Dani lecturers , who all 

rece ive d  the ir original educ ation and training at the Inst itute . So 

that , vernacular educat ion ,  whi le l imited in its scope and ext ent , does 

exist  among the adult tribal groups even though in the s chools the 
educat ion i s  through the medium of  the metropo litan language . 
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