
THE KAM-SUI-MAK AND NORTHERN TA l LANGUAGES 

I .  I N T R O D U C T I O N 

BEATR I CE T .  OSHI KA 

The hypothe sis  that a genetic relat i onship e x i s t s  between the 

Kam-Sui-Mak l anguage s of  southern China and the Tai language s  was first 

advanced b y  Li 1 9 4 8b : 

The Kam-Sui group has a close re lat ionship t o  the Tai group , 
but it does not be long t o  t he Tai group in a narrow sense . 
It has the same origin with the Tai group , but they split 
be fore the Anc ient Tai group evolved into the modern 
languages .  

In sub sequent art i c les ( 19 4 8a , 1 95 1 , 19 6 5 )  Li cont inued t o  sugge s t  t hat 

there was evidence of  systemat i c  sound c orre spondence s ,  part i cularly 

with respect  t o  consonant initials and t one s , t o  support the view · that 

the Kam-Sui-Mak language s were related to the Tai language s ,  yet were 

suffi ciently di fferent to compri se a d i s t inct l anguage group . 

Other s c holars have sugges t ed a Kam-Sui-Mak and Tai relat i onship , 

such as Haudri court 1 9 5 9  and Nishida 1 9 5 4 , 19 5 5 . However , the support ing 

evidence for this  hypothes i s  of relat ionship was incomplete b e c ause 

c omparative studies inc luded dat a only from the language s of  Mak , T ' en ,  

and Sui , but not from Kam . Now t hat Chine se mat erials on Kam and 

related language s have been made available ( Chinese A c ademy of S c iences 

1 9 5 9 a , 19 5 9b ; Liang 1 9 65 ;  Pei 1 96 3 ;  We i 1 96 5 ) , the comparat ive relation­

ships c an be more completely des cribed . 

1 1 .  DATA 

Sets of  cognate s  from fift een Kam-Sui-Mak and Tai l anguage s and 

dialects  were comp i led for this study . 

The Kam data are from the Kam-Chines e  dict ionary ( Chine se Academy 

of S c iences 1 9 59b ) with addit ions from Liang 1 96 5 and Pei 1 96 3 .  The 
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dictionary forms are based on the Kam ( called T ' ung in Chine s e )  dialect 

spoken in t he Jung-Chiang area o f  Kwei chow provinc e .  The Liang forms 

are from the Che-Chiang Commune in the same are a ,  while Pei apparently 

inc ludes forms from s everal dialect s .  

The Sui dat a come primarily from Li 1 9 4 5 a , 1 9 4 9 , 19 5 1 , 1 9 6 5  and inc lude 

forms from diale c t s  of Li-Ngam , Jung-Chiang , and Pyo , in southern 

Kwei chow province . The Ni shida 1 95 4 , 1 9 5 5  and Rai 1 9 5 5  c i t at ions for 

Sui appear to  be based on Li ' s  data . 

The Mak data are from Li 1 9 4 5b , 19 6 5 . Additional forms from Rai 1 9 5 5  

appear to  be long t o  a s imi lar dialect and exhibit s imi lar tonal structure . 

The forms for T ' en ( called Yang-Huang in Chine s e )  come from Li 1 9 6 5 , 

1 9 6 6a , 19 6 7 , 196 S . Both Mak and T ' en are found in Kweichow province . 

Languages repre sent i ng the Northern branch of Tai are Saek , PO-Ai , 

Wu-Ming , and Yay . The Saek forms show evidence of early consonant 

c lusters . This language is des cribed by Gedney 1 9 7 0  and Haudricourt 

1 96 3 . 

The Po-Ai data are from Li 1 9 4 4 , 19 5 7 , 1 9 6 5  and represent dialect s  

spoken in Kwangsi and Kwei-chow . Data for WU-Ming , also spoken in those 

province s ,  are from Li 1 9 4 7b , 19 5 6 . 

The Yay data represent a diale c t s  of extreme northern North Vietnam . 

Gedney 1 9 6 5  has shown this language to be ident ical with the Giay lan­

guage c it ed by Haudri court 1 96 0 ,  and to  be related t o ,  but not ident i c a l  

with , t h e  D i o i  language of t h e  Esquirol-Wil liate dict ionary pub lished 

in 1 9 0 5 . 

Languages representing Central Tai are Lung-Chow ( Li 1 9 6 5 ) and 

Lung-Ming ( Gedney field not es ) .  Both language s are spoken in south­

west ern Kwangsi . 

Repre sent ing Southwest ern Tai are Siame se and Whi te Tai . Siame s e  

forms are c ommon knowledge . The White Tai data are from Gedney field 

not es and from Gedney 1 96 4 . 

The results present ed in this paper are based on over 3 7 5  d i s t inct 

lexical i t ems with cognate forms in all or most of the languages men­

t i oned . 

I I I .  F R A M E W O R K  

It  may b e  useful to  review briefly t h e  situat ion in t h e  Tai languages 

with respect to the correlat ion of t ones and initial consonant s which i s  

t h e  bas i s  o f  much o f  the c omparat ive/hi s t orical study of Sino-Tibetan 

language s .  It  i s  generally assumed t hat the parent Tai language had a 

s y s t em of t hree d i s t inct ive t ones ( here termed A ,  B and C )  on open syl­

labl e s , and no tone , or a neutral tone ( here called D ) , on checked 
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syllab le s . After the maj or break from the parent language , each daughter 

language underwent tonal splits condit ioned b y  phone t i c  feat ure s of the 

init ial consonant s .  In checked syllables there appears t o  have been an 

addit ional condit ioning factor o f  vowel lengt h . 

A primary phone t i c  feature of initial consonan t s  which appears to  

have influenced tonal deve lopment i s  that o f  voic ing . That i s , i f  the 

three t onal categories A, B and C are b i s e c t ed along a voi c ed v .  voi c e ­

less  d i st inct ion , a maximal s ix-way t onal syst em would result , as  in  

Wu-Ming , Lung-Chow , and White Tai in the t ab l e  o f  tonal correspondences 

given below . 

Voic eleu 

Kam 

Sui ( Li-Ngam ) 

Sui ( Jung-Chiang ) 

Sui ( Pyo ) 

Mak 

T ' en 

Saek 

Po-Ai 

Wu-Ming 

Yay 

Lung-Chow 

Lung-Ming 

S i ame s e  

Whi t e  Tai 

Voiced 

Kam 

Sui ( Li-Ngam ) 

Sui ( Jung-Chiang ) 

Sui ( Pyo ) 

Mak 

T ' en 

Saek 

Po-Ai 

Wu-Ming 

Yay 

A 

1 , 2  

1 

1 

1 

1 , 6  

1 , 5  

1 , 2  

1 , 6  

1 

1 

1 

1 , 4  

1 , 5  

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

5 

4 

2 

2 

4 

B 

7 , 8 , 9  

5 

5 

5 

5 

3 

6 

5 

5 

2 

5 

2 

2 

2 

9 

6 

6 

6 

6 

4 

5 

6 

6 

5 

C 

4 , 5  

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 , 6  

3 

3 

3 

3 , 6  

3 

3 

3 

3 

6 

4 

4 

4 

4 

2 

6 

4 

4 

6 

D 
short 

1 , 2 , 3 , 4  

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

4 

2 , 3  

5 

3 

5 

3 

2 

2 

3 , 6  

4 

4 

2 

2 

2 

6 

3 

6 

1 

D 
long 

4 

5 

5 

5 

3 

6 

3 

5 

5 

2 

5 

2 

2 

2 

6 

4 

4 

2 

2 

2 

5 

6 

6 

5 

continued overleaf 
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A B C D D 
short long 

Voiced ( cont . )  

Lung-Chow 2 6 4 2 2 

Lung-Ming 4 5 6 4 5 

S iames e  1 3 4 4 3 

Whi t e  Tai 4 5 6 4 4 

( The number s  indicate tonal contours described in the Appendix . )  

Additional phone t i c  charact eri s t ic s ,  such as fric t ion and glottali sa­

tion, have also been posited as conditioning factors in the t onal devel­

opment of Tai languages , and acc ount for the multiple c orrespondences 

within the voi celess  serie s .  For example , in t onal category A ,  S iame se 

has t one 5 in words reflec t ing original fri c t ion initials , and t one 1 

e l s ewhere . A che c klist for determining t ones in Tai diale c t s  i s  found 

in Gedney 1 97 3 .  

I V .  K A M - S U l - MA K  A N D  N O RT H E R N TA l 

Li 1 9 5 7  suggested general character i s t i c s  o f  Northern Tai t o  dist in­

guish that group from the Central and Southwes tern branches .  Some of 

these charac t eri s t i c s  are d i s cussed here with special reference to the 

role o f  Saek in t he Northern Tai c lassificat ion , and t o  the relat ionship 

o f  Kam-Sui-Mak t o  Northern Tai . 

1 .  I N IT I A L  CONSONANTS 

One o f  t he characteri s t i c s  o f  Northern Tai mentioned by Li was t he 

lack o f  d i s t inct ion in t he modern language s between original aspirated 

and unaspirated initial consonant s .  Us ing Po-Ai and Wu-Ming examp les Li 

showed that Northern Tai languages have only unaspirated c onsonant s ,  

" although Po-Ai begins t o  reintroduce aspirated consonant s t hrough the 

influence o f  Chines e "  e Li 1 9 5 7 : 3 1 6 ) . 

An examinat ion o f  t he data shows t hat Saek preserves the original 

aspirat ed-unaspirated d i s t inction , whi le the s ituation is less clear in 

the Kam-Sui-Mak language s .  

In both Tai and Kam-Sui-Mak , original unaspirated consonant s are 

reflected by modern unaspirated consonant s .  Examples of Proto-Tai * k ­
are 



K 

Sui 

Sui 

Sui 

Sui 

M 

T 

Sk 

PA 

WM 

Y 

LC 

LM 

S i  

WT 
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( LN )  

( JC )  

( P )  

( ST ) 

' Brae e i ca ' 
p lant 

? a a t 4  
q a a t S 
q a a t S 
q a a t S 

k a a t 3  
k a a t 6 
k e k 4  
k a a t S 

l a a 2 k a a t S 
k a a t 2 
k a a t 2 

k a a t 2 

'chicke n ' 

1 a a y 7  
q a a y S 
q a a y S 
q a a y S 

k a a y s 
k a a y  3 
k a y 6 
k a y S 
k a y s 
k a y 2 
k a y  5 
ka y 2 
k a y 2 
k a y 2 

1 2 9  

whi c h  have Kam ? - ,  Sui q - ,  Mak k - , T ' en k - , Saek k - ,  Po-Ai k - , Wu-Ming 

k - ,  Lung-Chow k - , Lung-Ming k - ,  S i ames e  k - ,  and White Tai k - . There are 

also reflexes with Sui k - , but the distinct ion b e tween Sui q - and k- i s  

cons idered secondary and t h e  main point i s  t hat t h e  initial i s  unaspi-

rated . 

Examp l e s  o f  Proto-Tai * t - are 

' foo t ' ' grandfather 
(materna l )  , 

K t i n  I t a a l 
Sui ( LN )  t i n  I t a a l 
Sui ( JC )  t i n  I t a a l 
Sui ( P )  t i n  I t a a l  
Sui ( ST )  

M t i n  6 t a a 6 
T t i e n  I t a a l 
Sk t i i n  I t a a l 
PA t i n l  t a a l 
WM t i n  I t a a l 
y 

t i n  I t a l  
LC t a a l 
LM t i n  I t a a 2  
S i  t i i n  I t a a l 
WT t i n  I t a a l 

with Kam t - , Sui t - ,  Mak t - ,  T ' en t - ,  Saek t - ,  Po-Ai t - ,  Wu-Ming t - ,  
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Yay t - ,  Lung-Chow t - , Lung-Ming t - ,  S iamese t - ,  and White Tai t - . 
Examp l e s  of Prot o-Tai * p - are 

' to go ' 

K p a a y l 
Sui ( LN)  p a a y l 
Sui (JC) p a a y l 
Sui ( P )  p a a y l  
Sui ( ST )  

M p a a y 6 
T p a a y l 
Sk p a y l 
PA p a y l 
WM poy l 
y p a y l 
LC p a y l 
LM p e y l 
S i  p a y l 
WT p a y l 

'mou th ' 

p a a k 4  
p a a k s  
p a a k s  
p a a k s  

p a a k 3  
p a a k s  
p a a k s  
p a a k 2 
p a a k s  
p a a k 2 
p a a k 2  
p a a ? 2  

with Kam p - , Sui p - , Mak p - ,  T ' en p - , Saek p - ,  Po-Ai p - , Wu-Ming p _ ,  
Yay p - , Lung-Chow p - , Lung-Ming P - , Siame se P - , and Whi t e  Tai p _ . 

The s ituation with t he original aspirat ed consonants i s  much mO're 

complex . There is evidence that original aspirated consonants and 

c lust ers , and probab ly unaspirated c lusters , are o ften reflected in Kam­

Sui-Mak by palatals and affricat e s  such as c - ,  c h - , s - , t s - , t s - , and 

t s h - . Within the Kam-Sui-Mak languages it i s  possible  t o  dist ingu i s h  

s e t s  of  correspondences such as : 

I I I  I I I  IV V 

K S c ? c h  c 
SLN 5 t ( y )  t s  5 t s  
SJC 5 t ( y )  t S  5 t S  
SP 5 t ( y )  t S  5 t s  
M 5 t 5 5 � 
T 5 ( y )  t ( y )  k y  t s h  k 

Exampl e s  o f  set I are : 

' to a 8 k ' 'ginger ' 'mas ter ' 
K s a a y 4  S i r) 2 s u 4 
Sui ( LN)  s a a y 3  S i r) l  s a w 3 
Sui (JC) s a a y 3 5 i r) 1 s a w 3  
Sui ( P )  s a a y 3 5 i r) 1 s a w 3 
Sui ( ST )  



Examp les of set 

M 

T 

Sk 

PA 

WM 

y 
LC 

LM 

Si  

WT 

Examp l e s  of 

K 

Sui 

Sui 

Sui 

Sui 

M 

T 

Sk 

PA 

WM 

y 
LC 

LM 

Si 

WT 

Examp les of 

K 

Sui 

Sui 

Sui 

Sui 

M 

T 

Sk 
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I ( cont . ) 
' to a s k ' ' ginger ' 'mas t e r ' 

s a a y 3  s I I) 1 s a w 3 
s ye e 6 s I I) 1 s e w 6 
( t h a a m 2 ) h I 1 1) 2 c a w 3  
( s a am l ) h i l) I  + u u 3 
( s a a m l ) 
( s a a m l ) h I I) I a u 3  
( t h a a m l ) k h  I I) I c a w 3  

( t h a a m l ) k h  I I) I c a w 3  
( t h a a m S ) k h l l) s  c a a w 3  

( t h a a m l ) X i I) I  c a w 3 

I I  are : 

' Long ' , satisfied ' 'to sew ' 'stone ' 'withered, 
(time) !JJr'inkted ' 

c a l) I c a l) 7 C l p 4 c I n I c lw4 , n lw4 

( LN )  t y a a l) l  t y a l) s  t i p  5 t i n  2 t I w 3  

(JC) t y a a l) l t y a l) s  t i p  S t i n  2 t I w 3  

( P )  t y a a l) l t y a l) s  t i p S t i n  2 t I w 3 
( ST )  

g a n l t a l) s t i p  S t u y 2 t y aw 3 
t y a l) 3 t l e p 6 t i n  I n l w 6 

n + a 4  ( ?  I 1 m  6 ) I) l p S r I I n l , r  I I I I h e: e:w 3 
n a a n 2 ( ?  I m S ) y i p  3 h i  n I l e ew s 
n a a n 2 ( ?  1 m  S ) n i p s r I n I r e w s  
n a a n 4  ( ? l m 2 ) n l p l r I n I r ew 2 

( ?  1 m  S ) y a p 2 h i  n I h e e w s  
n a a n 4  ( ? l m 2 ) y a p 4 t h i  n I h eew 2 
n a a n 1 ( ?  I m 2 ) y e p 4  h l n s h l aw 2  
n a a n 4  ( ? l m 2 ) I) I p 4 h i  n I h e: w 2  

I I I  are : 

' to ride as tradd L e ' ' to u n t i e ' 

(LN )  

( JC )  

( P )  

(ST)  

? a a y s  
t 5 I 6 

t s i s  
t S  I S 

S s e e  
ky  I I S 

k hooy S 
ky I 1 3 
k e e 3 

1 3 1  



1 3 2  B . T .  OSHlKA 

Examples  o f  III  ( cont . ) 
' to ride as tradd l. e ' ' to u n t i e ' 

PA k H y 6 c e e 3 
WM k i  y 5 k e 3 
y k i a y  5 h i S  
LC khw  i i s kee 3 
LM k hwey 2 kee 3 
Si  k h  i i 2 k e: e: 3 
WT k h i 2 , k hw i 2 k e: 3 

Forms for set IV are : 

' to as cend ' ' n e e d l. e ' 
K c h a a 8 c h em 2 
Sui ( LN)  s a a s s u m !  
Sui ( JC )  s a a s s u m !  
Sui ( P )  s a a s s um !  
Sui (ST)  

M s a a s s u m !  
T t s h a a 3 t s h em ! 
Sk ( h i n 3 ) k i m !  
PA ( h  i n  3 ) c i m !  
WM ( h i  n 3 ) 5 i m l  
y ( h i n 3 ) c i m !  
LC ( k h a n 3 ) k h i m !  
LM ( k h a n 3 )  k h i m l  
Si  ( k h i n 3 ) k h e m s 
WT ( x i n 3 ) x i m l  

Forms for s e t  V are : 

' to ask for ' 'go U ' ' to kneel. '  'nine ' 
K c ow 3 cam l c o k 3  c u 4  
Sui (LN )  t so  k 4 t S u  3 
Sui ( JC )  t so k 4  t S u  3 
Sui ( P )  t S o k 2 t s u 3  
Sui ( ST) t S h a w 4  t s um l  
M t a u 2 t i m 2 ( k h u y 6 ) t aw 3 
T k y i w S ky i m !  k o k 2  k u u 6 
Sk t h r o o 2 G a m 4  t h u k 4  k u u 3 
PA ( k u y 6 ) k u u 3  
WM k i m !  k a w 3  
y t e 6 c i m !  ( k u y S ) k u 3 
LC hoo t k a w 3  
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Forms for set V ( cont . ) 
'to ask for ' 'gold ' ' to kneeZ '  'nine ' 

LM h oO l k o k  � k a w 3  

Si  k h o o s k h a m l k h u k  � k a a w 3 

WT C hO l x a m � k a w 3 

However , t here i s  insuffic i ent evidence to relate these forms in any 

systemati c  way to Tai forms with reflexes of Proto-Tai * k h - or other 

original aspirated initials or unaspirated c lusters . The only general­

i s at ion t hat can be drawn i s  that Kam-Sui-Mak languages appear to  have 

palatalised original ve lar initial s . Another pos s ib ility i s  that 

Chinese loan words are involved , and that t he data inc lude a mixture of 

Cantonese forms which preserve an original k- and Mandarin forms which 

have palat alised t hat ini t ial . 

The treatment of Proto-Tai * t h - i s  somewhat 

four sets  of correspondences which have modren 

I I I  

K t h  t 
SLN t 
SJC San-Tung t h  t 
SP 

M t h  t h  
T t h  t 
Sk t h  t h  
PA t t 
WM t t 
Y t h  t 
LC t h  t h  
LM t h  t h  
Si  t h  t h  
WT t h  t h  

An examp le of I i s : 

' charcoa Z ' 

K 

Sui 

Sui 

Sui 

Sui 

M 

T 

( LN )  

(JC )  

( P )  

( ST )  t ha a n s 

t ha a n s 

t ha a n 3 

more c l ear . There are 

Siame se t h - or Saek t h - . 

I I I  IV 

t t 
t t 
t t 
t t 
t t h  
t t 
t h  t h  
t t 
t t 
t t 
t h  t 
t h  t 
t h  t h  

t , t h t 

Sk t h a a n 6 
PA t a a n s 

WM t a a n s 

y t h a a n 2 

LC t h a a n s 

LM t h a a n 2 

Si  t ha a n 2 

WT t h a a n 2 
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Exampl e s  of II are : 

K 

Sui (LN )  

Sui ( JC )  

Sui ( P )  

Sui ( ST)  

M 

T 

Sk 

PA 

liM 

y 
LC 

LM 

Si  

WT 

' bean ' 

t o 9  
t o 6 
t o 6 

t o 6 

t h aw 6 

t a w 4  
t h u a S 
t u u 6 

t u 6 

t u a S 
t h u u s 
t h u u 2 
t h u a 2 
t ho 2  

B . T .  OSHlKA 

' c L o 8 e Ly 8paced, 
t i g h t ly packed ' 

t a y 6 

t a y 6 

t a y 6 

t h a y 6 

t h i  i s 
t i i 6 
t oy 6 

t i S 
t h i  i s 
t h a y 2 
t h i  i 2 
t h i  2 

' cup, bow L ' 

t u y 6 

t u y 4  
t u y 4  
t u y 4  

t f a y 6 

t h u u y 3  
t h u u y 3 
t h u a y 3 
t ho y 3 

The forms for ' cup ' may be long to eit her set I I  or I I I , as the d i s t in­

guishing Mak form i s  mi s s ing . 

Exampl e s  of c orre spondence set I I I  are : 

' to arriv e ' ' to 
to  

K 

Sui ( LN )  t a l) l 
Sui (JC )  t a l) l 
Sui ( P )  t a l) l  
Sui ( ST )  

M t a l) 6 
T t a l) l 
Sk t h a l) 4 
PA t a  1) 2 
WM t a l) 2 
y t a  I) 4 
LC t ha l) l 
LM t h a l) l 
Si  t h f l) s 

WT t h f 1) 1  

Examples o f  s e t  IV are : 

carry , 
wear ' 

t a y 3 
t a y 2 
t a y 2 
t a y 2 

t a y 2 
t e y S 

t h H 4  
t H 2  
t a y '  
t f 4  
t h H l  
t ha y l  
t h H  
t f 4  

' young ma L e  
anima L ' 

t a k 2  
t a k 2  
t h a k 6 
t a k 3  
t a  k 6 
t a k l 
t a k 2  
t a k 3  
t h f  k 2  
t h a k 2  



K 

Sui ( LN )  

Sui (JC)  

Sui ( P )  

Sui ( ST )  

M 

T 

Sk 

PA 

WM 

y 
LC 

LM 

Si 

WT 
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' landing, 
to  cros s ' 

t a a 9  
t a a 6 
t a a 6 
t a a 6 

t ha a 6 

t a a � 

t ha a 5  
t a a 6 

t a a 6 

t a  5 
t a a 6 

t a a 5 
t h aa 3 
t a a 5 

'p lace ' 

t i  i 9 , t o y 7  
t i l ,  t i 6 

t a a 5  
t h i  i 6 

t i i s , t i i 6 

t i 5 , t oy 6 

t i S 
t i i 6 

t a y 5  
t h i  i 3 
t i S 

1 35 

' s tomaah ' 

1 0 1) 3 

1 0 1) 2 

1 0 1) 2 

1 0 1) 2 

1 01) 2 

1 0 1) 5 

t h U I) 6 

t U I) � 

t U I) � 
t U I) 6  

tOOl) 4 
t OO l) 6 

t hO O l) 4 
t O l) 6 

Correspondence set IV represents the reflexes of Proto-Tai * d - and 

wi l l  not be di s cus sed here . Set I c an be taken as an examp le of Proto­

Tai * t h - , with the Kam-Sui-Mak and Tai languages having modern t h - ex­

c ept for Po-Ai and Wu-Ming . Thi s would agree with Li ' s  evidence that at 

least Po-Ai and Wu-Ming in the Northern group do not pres erve the 

aspirated-unaspirated dist inc t ion , and would also show t hat Kam-Sui-Mak 

di ffers from Northern Tai in t hat respe c t . 

It i s  s ignifi cant to not e t hat the lexical items for s e t s  I I  and I I I  

are pre c i s e ly those whi ch show tonal variation across t h e  voi c ed-vo i c e l e s s  

series . That i s , ' b ean ' ,  ' c los e ly spaced ' ,  ' to carry ' ,  ' y oung (ma le  

anima l )  " have Northern and Kam-Sui-Mak tones  corresponding to  the vo iced 

series  and Central and Southwestern tones  corresponding t o  the voi c e l e s s  

serie s . 

It may b e  t he case t hat , i f  Mak t h - and t - can b e  considered s econ­

dary deve lopment s ,  then II and I I I  can be t aken together to  repres ent 

an early voiced init ial , b efore Proto-Tai and Proto-Kam-Sui-Mak , which 

remains voic ed and become s the source of origina l voiced initials in the 

proto-language common to  both Northern Tai and Kam-Sui-Mak , but b ecame 

devo i c ed and the source of origina l voi c e l e s s  init ials  in Central and 

Southwes tern languages .  Thi s pro c e s s  of devoic ing is common in the Tai 

languages ,  c f .  modern Siames e  voicele s s  aspirat e s  from Proto-Tai voiced 

consonant s .  

I f  this were actua l ly the case , t hen it would b e  evidence t hat the 

re lat ionship among the Southwes tern , Central , and Northern branches i s  
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not c oordinat e ,  but is skewed such that Saek and other Northern Tai lan­

guages b reak off b e fore Central and Sout hwestern Tai . 

With respect to Proto-Tai * p h - , t here i s  one c lear example of Po-Ai 

and Yay ( Wu-Ming is mis s ing ) col laps ing t he dist in c tion between aspirated 

and unasp irated initials while all other languages preserve p h - . The 

instance is ' to sp l i t ' ,  with Kam p h - , Sui p h - , Mak p h - , T ' en p h - , Said 

p h - , Po-Ai p - , Yay p - , Lung-Chow mis s ing , Lung-Ming p h - , S iame s e  p h - , 
and Whi t e  Tai p h - . 

' to sp li t ' 

K p h a a 8 Sk p h a a 6 
Sui ( LN)  p h a a s PA p a a s 
Sui (JC) p h a a s WM 

Sui ( P )  p h a a s y p a 2 

Sui ( ST)  LC 

M p h a a s LM p h a a 2 

T p h a a 3 Si p h a a 2 

WT p h a a 2 

Kam-Sui-Mak Thi s  example is s imilar to ' charcoa l ' ,  in which languages 

preserve aspirat ion in agreement with Saek and the Central and South­

west ern Tai languages ,  whi le Po-Ai and Wu-Ming have unaspirat ed init ial s . 

It i s  not c lear why Yay has t h - in ' charcoa l '  but p - in ' to s p l i t ' .  

2 .  TONA L A LT ERNAT I ONS 

The que s t ion of tonal alt ernat ions across  the voiced-vo i c e l e s s  series 

i s  c i t ed by Li as a feature dist inguishing Northern Tai from the other 

Tai branche s . 

An examination of cases in whi ch Northern Tai and Kam-Sui-Mak forms 

agree in t onal c orrespondences and are different from Central and South­

west ern correspondences shows t hat , in almost all case s ,  Northern and 

Kam-Sui-Mak voi c ed-series tones correspond t o  Central and Southwes tern 

voi c e les s-series tone s . 

I f  the Central and Southwe stern languages have the correspondences 

repre sentative of voi c e l e s s  initials , 

A B C 

LC 1 5 3 

LM 1 , 4  2 3 

S i  1 , 5  2 3 

WT 1 2 3 

then the Northern Tai languages would b e  exp e c t ed to have : 
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A B C 
Sk 1 , 2  6 3 
PA 1 , 6  5 3 
WM 1 5 3 
y 1 2 3 , 6  

The Kam-Sui-Mak languages would b e  expected to  have : 

A B C 

K 1 , 2  7 , 8  4 , 5 
SLN 1 5 3 
SJC 1 5 3 
SP 1 5 3 
M 1 , 6  5 3 
T 1 , 5 3 2 , 6  

However , there are many instances of Central and Southwes t ern forms 

whi c h  reflect tonal deve lopment re lated to voic e l e s s  initial s , yet cor­

respond to  Northern Tai and Kam-Sui-Mak forms reflect ing t onal develop-

ment related to  voiced init ial s . Examp les are : 

'body, cZas- 'to sharpen ' 'excrement ' 'rice ' 
sifier for 
animals ' 

K t u 3 p a n 3  ? e e 6 ?ow 6 
Sui ( LN ) p a n 2 q e 4  ?aw 4 
Sui (JC )  p a n 2 q e 4  ? a w 4  
Sui ( P )  p a n 2 t S e 4  ?aw 2 

Sui ( ST )  t o 2 

M t o 2 p y a n 2 t e e 3  h a w 3  
T t o o S p a n s ? e e 2 xaw 2 

Sk t h u a 4  G a y 6 G a w 6 
PA t u u 2 h a y 4 h a w4 
WM t u 2 x a y 4 xaw 4 
y t u a 4  p a n 4 , p y a a n 4  h a y 6 h aw 6 

LC t u u l p h an l k h  i i 3 k h a w 3  
LM t u u l p ha n l k h  i i 3 k h aw 3 
S i  t ua l  f o n s k h  i i 3 k h a a w 3  
WT t o l k h  i 3 k h a w 3  

Other examples cited previou s ly which exhib it  the same tonal alterna­

t ion are ' to carry ' ,  ' bean ' ,  ' c lo s e ly spaced ' ,  and ' cup ' .  

Such examples support the hypothe s i s  suggested in the preceding 

sect ion t hat a new voiced series should b e  posited in the sour c e  lan­

guage common to  Tai and Kam-Su i-Mak . That i s , there are t hree initials 
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in the source language , Xl ( tradit ional voiced ) , X2 ( tradi t i onal voice­

l e s s ) , and X3 ( hypot hetical new voiced ) . The init ial X3 remained vo i c ed 

and fell t ogether with Xl in the Northern and Kam-Sui-Mak language s ,  and 

the devoi c ed version fell t ogether with X2 in the Central and Sout h­

western language s .  The examples of variation acro s s  the voiced-vo i c e l e s s  

s e r i e s  would then be reflexes of original X 3  init i a l s . 

3 .  L E X I C A L  I T EMS 

A third character i s t i c  of Northern Tai as defined by Li 1 9 5 7 , 1 9 6 0  i s  

based on t h e  d istribut ion of  lexical items . An examinat ion of the data 

shows t hat there are few cases of  Kam-Sui-Mak and Northern Tai sharing 

lexical items not found in the other Tai languages .  Clear examp les are 

'bcunboo 8hoot ' 'fragrant ' 'girl ' ' lazy ' 

K n a a l) 3 t a a l) l  my e e k �  khwa t 2 
Sui (LN )  d a a l) l ? b y a a k S k h a t S 
Sui (JC)  d a a l) l by a a k S h a a t 6 
Sui ( P )  d a a l) l ? b i a k s  h a t S 
Sui ( ST)  n a a l) l  
M n a a l) l d a a l) l ? b  i i k 3 1 u t 5 

'bcunboo shoot ' 'fragrant '  'girl ' ' lazy ' 

T my a a k 6 1 e t  5 
Sk n a a l) � p r a a l) l  ( s a a w 2 ) t r i  i k 3 , t l  i i k 3 
PA ( hoom l ) m-rk 3 , (taawl ) c i k 2 
WM r a a l) 2 ( aaaw l ) k 1 i k 5 
Y r a a l) �  ( hom l )  ( aa aw l ) c i k 3 
LC ( hoom l )  ( t a aw l )  ( ky a a n � ) 
LM ( hoom l )  ( s a aw l ) ( 1 a a n  6 ) 
Si  ( hoom S ) ( s a a w S ) ( k i a t 2 khraan� ) 
WT ( hom l ) ( s a aw l )  ( c a a n 6 ) 

On the other hand , t here are many instances of the Tai languages ,  

inc luding Northern Tai , sharing lexical i t ems di s t inct from those in 

Kam-Sui-Mak . Examples previously cited are ' to as cend ' ,  ' to as k ' ,  and 

, s a ti8fi e d ' .  

Other examples are 

'hecrvy ' ' to incubate ' 'fish scale ' 'bran ' 

K c h a n 2 p y a m l kwa n 7  f a a 9  
Sui (LN )  z a n l p y a m l k a n s p y a a 6 
Sui (JC)  z a n l p y a m l d y a n s  f a a 6 
Sui ( P )  z a n l p y a m l ? d y a n S f u a 6 , p u a 6 
Sui ( ST)  
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'heavy ' 'to inaubate ' 'fish saal-e ' 'bran ' 

M z a n l  ( v a k 5 )  ( t a t 5 )  

T ? z a n S p a m l k e n 3 xwa a 4  
Sk ( ma 1 4 ) ( ? U p 4 )  ( t r e k 4 )  ( r a m 4 )  
PA ( n a k 2 ) ( f a  k 3 )  ( c e t 2 ) ( l a m 2 ) 
WM ( n a k 5 ) ( k l i p S )  ( r a m 2 ) 
y ( n a k 3 )  ( f a k I )  ( C i p 3 , c a p 3 )  ( r a m 4 ) 
LC ( n a k S )  ( f  a k 2 ) ( k  i t S ) ( h m 2 ) 
LM ( n a  k 3 )  ( f a k 4 )  
S i ( n a k 2 ) ( f a k 4 )  ( k  1 e t 2 ) ( r a m I )  
WT ( n a k 2 ) ( f  a k 4 )  ( k e t 2 ) ( h a m 4 )  

Addi t i onal exampl e s  c ited by Oshika 1 9 7 3  are glos sed as ' firewood ' , 

, fU I I  " ' grass ' ,  ' ins ide ' ,  'ma l e  person ' ,  'meat ' ,  'midd l e ' ,  'mu s hroom ' ,  

' name ' ,  ' r o o t ' ,  ' to s i t ' ,  ' s kin ' ,  ' s na k e ' ,  ' s on- in- law ' ,  ' s tar ' ,  ' tai Z ' ,  

' tiger ' ,  ' tongue ' ,  ' two ' ,  ' v eg e tab Ze ' ,  'wing ' ,  and 'you ' . It  i s  p o s s ib l e  

that some of  these reflect Chinese influenc e .  

V .  S U MM A R Y  

It i s  apparent that whatever the relat ionship b etween t h e  Kam-Sui-Mak 

and Tai group s of language s may b e , it is not a simp le one . 

It has been sugges t ed here that , on t he basis  of initial consonant 

correspondence s and t onal alternat ions , it is p o s s i b l e  that the Northern 

Tai and Kam-Sui-Mak languages may have shared c ertain consonant and 

tonal development s dist inct from the Central and Southwest ern Tai lan­

guages .  

However , on the b a s i s  of lexical d is tribut ion , it  i s  c lear that the 

Tai languages , inc luding the Northern Tai branch ,  share many more forms 

with each other t han any Tai language share s with Kam-Sui-Mak language s .  

I t  i s  p o s s ib l e  that the key t o  c larifying these relat ionships i s  Saek . 

Because of i t s  archaic initial consonant c luster s  it c annot be cons idered 

coordinate with the other Northern Tai l anguages .  When the role o f  Saek 

in the historical development of  the Tai languages i s  more ac curate ly 

defined , then perhaps the true relat ionship between Kam-Sui-Mak languages , 

Saek , and the various branche s of Tai , w i l l  b e c ome c lear . 
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APPEND IX 

The tonal notat ion for each language is  outlined below : 

Kam Sui ( Pya ) 

1 high level 1 low rising 

2 high ris ing 2 mid falling 

3 low falling rising 3 mid-high level 

4 mid falling r i s ing 4 high falling 

5 low r i s ing 5 mid rising 

6 low falling 6 low-mid rising 

7 high fall ing 

8 high ris ing fall ing Mak 
9 mid level 1 low rising 

Su i ( L i - Ngam) 2 mid falling 

1 low leve l 
3 mid-high level 

2 mid falling 4 high fall ing 

3 mid-high level 5 high rising 

4 high falling 
6 mid rising 

5 mid ris ing 7 high level 

6 high level 

T ' en 
Sui (Jung - Ch i ang)  1 low rising 

1 low ris ing 2 mid falling 
2 low level 

3 mid-high level 
3 mid-high level 4 high fal l ing 
4 mid falling 5 high rising 
5 mid rising 6 mid-low level 
6 high level 

1 4 0  
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Saek Lun g - Chow 

1 low rising 1 mid level 

2 mid- low level 2 mid falling 

3 low falling , 3 ris ing 

glottalised 4 low fall ing , 

4 high ris ing falling glottalised 

5 high falling 5 high level 

6 mid level , 6 low level 

glottalised 
Lung - Ming 

Po-Ai 1 high level 

1 low ris ing 2 high ris ing 

2 high level 3 mid level , 

3 mid-high level glottalised 

4 mid level 4 low falling 

5 mid- low level 5 low level 

6 mid fall ing 6 low fall ing ris ing , 

glottalised 
Wu - Ming 

1 mid level S i amese 

2 mid fall ing 1 mid level 

3 high level 2 mid-low level 

4 high falling 3 fall ing 

5 mid rising 4 high , glottalised 

6 low rising 5 low ris ing 

Yay Wh i t e  T a i  

1 mid-low level 1 mid level 

2 low level 2 high ris ing 

3 mid rising 3 low ris ing , glottalised 

4 high ris ing falling 4 mid leve l ,  glottalised 

5 high falling 5 level with rise and 

6 high , s light rise at fall at end 

end 6 fall ing , glottalised 
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