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BUILDING ACTIVITY, AUSTRALIA: DWELLING UNIT COMMENCEMENTS, 
SEPTEMBER QUARTER 1990. PRELIMINARY

PHONE INQUIRIES

MAD- INQUIRIES

ELECTRONIC 
SERVICES

• about these statistics and the avaitability of related unpublished statistics — contact 
Paul Seville on Canberra (06) 252 6067 or any ABS Slate office.
• about other statistics and ABS services — contact Information Services on Canberra 
(06) 252 6627. 252 5402, 252 6007 or any ABS Stale office.
• write to Information Services. ABS, PO Box 10, Bclconnen, ACT 2616 or any ABS 

State office.
• on DISCOVERY — key *656#. • on AUSSTAT.S — phone (06) 252 6017.
• on TELESTATS — phone (06) 252 5404 Foreign Trade statistics inquiries.

(06) 252 5404 Main Economic Indicator inquiries.

MAIN FEATURES
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(a) Includes public sector. IITotal dwelling units commenced fell in the September 
quarter 1990 after an increase in June quarter. The 
fall in total dwelTng units reflected falls in private 
sector houses and total private sector dwelling 
commencements only partly offset by an increase in 
public sector commencements.

Seasonally adjusted, the total number of dwelling units 
commenced in September quarter fell by

I

30,650 from 33,940 in June quarter. There was a fall 
of 16.8% from the 36330 commencements recorded
for September quarter 1989.

Private sector dwelling commencements (28,000) 
represents a fall of 11.4% compared with the previous 
quarter, and 17.7% compared with September quarter 
in the previous year, seasonally adjusted. For private 
sector house commencements the falls were 9.5% and 
15.1% respectively._____________________________

In original terms, there were 32,060 dwelling units 
commenced in the September quarter 1990, a 2.9% 
decrease from the June quarter 1990 figure of 33,010. 
Only Queensland, South Australia and the Australian 
Capital Territorv recorded increases of 5.0%, 7.8% 
and 12.9% res'pectively on a quarterly basis. 
Compared with September quarter 1989 the 
Australian Capital Territory was the only State or 
Territory to record an increase.

Public sector dwelling commencements increased by 
43.2% in September quarter 1990 to 3,154 from 2,202 
in June quarter, in original terms. This compares with 
an increase of 25.5% between the corresponding 
quarters t. 1989. The increase in 1990 was mainly due 
to increases in the public sector "Other residential 
buildings" category in New South Wales, Victoria and 
Queensland.
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TABLE I NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED LN NEW RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS. 
ORIGINAL AND SEASONALLY ADJUSTED, AUSTRALIA
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TABLE 2. NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED 

IN NEW RES1DE.NTUL BUILDINGS
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TABLE J NUMBER OF PRIVATE SECTOR DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED
TABLE J. NU.™tK reSIDENTUL BUILDINGS
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TABLE 4. NUMBER OF PUBLIC SECTOR DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED 
IN NEW RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication contains preliminary estimates of 

the number of dwelling units commenced during the 
September quarter 1990. More comprehensive results 
from the quarterly survey will be published in AUS 
publication 8752.0.
2. The siaiistics were compiled on the basis ot returns
collected from builders and other individuals and 
orgamsations engaged in building activity. The quarterly 
survey comprises a sample survey of private sector house 
building activity and a complete mumcralion of other 
building activity. Estimates in respect of commencements 
of private sector houses are therefore subject to sampling 
variability. Relative sundard errors for the September 
quarter 1990 are shown in Table 5. Mote details regarding 
sampling variability for the survey are shown in 
publicatica 8752.0.

7.

(b)An other residential building is defined as a 
building which is predominantly used for long term 
residential purposes and which contains (or has 
attached to it) mote than one dwelling unit (e g. 
includes townhouses, duplexes, apartment 
buildings, etc). These statistics present the number 
of dwelling units in other residential buildings (and 
not the number of buildings).

Commenced. A building is regarded as commenced
when the first physical building activity has been 
performed on site in the form of materials fixed in place 
and/or labour expended ilhis includes sue preparation but 
excludes delivery of building materials, the drawing of 
plans and specifications and the construction of 
non-building infrastruciures. such as roads).

8. 
as

Ownership. The ownership of a building is classified 
cither public secior or private scvior according to the

f

„. The use of sample survey techniques ui the Buiktng 
Activity Survey means that reliable estimates of private 
sector house commencements based on survey results are

3.

available only at the SlateZTerritory and Australia levels. 
Further geographic disaggregations are not available. 
However, dwelling unit commencement data for regions 
below State/Terriiory level are shown m the monthly 
senes of dwelling unit commencements compiled by State 
offices of the ABS. Data from this senes, unlike those 
compiled from the Building Activity Survey, are based on 
information reported by local and other government 
authorities.

secuv of the intended owner of the completed building as 
evident at the time of approval Residenual buildings 
being constructed by private sector builders under 
government housing authority schemes whereby the 
authority has contracted, or intends to contract, to 
purchase the buildingv on or before completion, are 
classified as public sector.

SeaM>nal adjustment
.. Original and seasonally adjusted building statisucs 
are shown in Table 1. In the seasonally adjusted senes.
9.

Dennitions
4. A building is defined as a rigid, fixed and pennanent
structure which has a roof. Ils intended purpose is 
pnmanly to house people, plant, machinery, vehicles, 
goods or livestock. An integral feature of a building's 
design, to satisfy its intended use, is the provision tor 
tegular access by persons.

A JweUing unit is defined as a self-contained suite 
of rooms, including cooking and bathing facilities and 
intended for iong-term residential use. Units (whether 
self-contained or not) within buildings offering

5.

s
institutional care, such as hospitals, or temporary 
accommodation, such as motels, hostels and holiday 
apartments, are not defined as dwelling units.

6. A residential building is defined as a building
predominantly consisting of one or more dwelling units. 
Residential buildings can be either houses or other 
residential buildings.

(a) A house is defined as a detached building 
predominantly used for long term residential 
purposes and consisting of only one dwelling unit. 
Thus, detached ‘granny flats’ and detached 
dwelling units such as caretakers’ residences 
associated with non-residential buildings are 
defined as houses for the purpose of these 
statistics.

account has been taken of normal seasonal faciors and the 
effect of movement in the date of Easter which may. in 
successive years, affect figures for different quarters.

10. Since seasonally adjusted statistics reflect both 
irregular and trend movemenLs. an upward or downward 
movement tn a seasonally adjusted scries does not 
necessarily indicate a change of trend. Particular care 
should therefore be taken in mtcrpreting individual quarter 
to quarter movements. Each of the component series 
shown has been seasonally adjusted independently. As a 
consequence, while the unadjusted components in the 
original series shown add to the totals, the adjusted 
components may not add to the adjusted totals. Further, 
the difference between independently seasonally adjusted 
scries docs not necessarily produce scries which are 
optimal or even adequate adjustments of the simiiarly 
derived original series. Thus the figures which can be 
derived by subtracting seasonally adjusted private sector 
dwelling units from the seasonally adjusted total dwelling 
units should not be used to repre.scnt sea.-ainally adjusted 
public sector dwelling units.

Unpublished data and related publications
11. The ABS can also make available certain building 
activity data which arc not published. Where it is not 
practicable to provide the required information by 
telephone, data can be provided in the following forms: 
microfiche, photocopy, computer printout and clerically 
extracted tabulation. A charge may be made for providing 
unpublished information in these forms.

i
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12. Users may also wish to refer to the following 
** _ .1.1:_ ujkinh ar#» availablebuilding and construction publications which are available

on request:

Building Approvals. Australia (8731.0) - issued monthly

Í
j;.. Building ActMty. Australia

A
.•rfifi».

Construction Activity at 1 
(8782.0) — issued quarterly

Consrurtt Prices Australia

Electronic services
DISCOVERY. Key *656# for selected current economic, 

social and demographic statistics.

AUSSTATS. Thousands of up-to-date time series 
available on this ABS on-line service. Fw 
further infomiation phone the AUSSTATS 
Help Desk on (06) 252 6017.

Engineering Construction Survey. Australia (8762.0) —

issued quarterly
13. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products. Australia 
(1101 0) The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, 
a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists ^blicauons to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and 
Publications Advice are available from any ABS office.

TELESTATS. This service provides;
• foreign trade statistics tailored to users 

requirements. Further information is 
available on (06) 252 5404.

. text and tables for selected Mam 
Economic Indicator publications.

- - is available onFurther information 
(06) 252 5405.

Symbols 

P

and other usages
preliminary—figures or senes subject to

Floppy disk service
Selected ABS stauslics

n.a.

revision

floppy disk. Further 
available on (06) 252 6684.

are available on 
information is

figures or series revised since previous issue
not applicable 
not available

w. McLennan
Acting Au-stralian Statistician

14 Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may 
occur between sums of the component items and totals.

SSW-
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Important Message for 
H Subscribers
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Subscription renewal invoices for the 1991 year have been recently 
sent out to all subscribers (green forms containing computer printout). 
These need to be completed and returned as soon as possible so 
that your subscription continues without a break.

If vou have any inquiries regarding your subscription, or simply wish 
. .. 1 11 *1_______ ^^11 Cl iko/*rir^tinn Qonziroto arrange a subscription by telephone, call our Subscnption Services

section on

008 02 06 08

toll free Australia-wide
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