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The eep:rrtment is being set up with the aim of finding out to what 

P.xtent animal and human behaviour can be tmderstcx:xl in terms of current 

knowledge of the anatany, 71hysiology and l)iochemistry of the vertebrate 

brain. To t..11is end the emphasis is on fundamental researc."1 in the 

various disciplines that cOn.tribute to t.1-te neurological sciences as :rr.uc.h 

as on the stu:fy of behaviour it$elf. So far b'1e department canprises a 

section on develoµnental neurophysioloqy and neuroanatany (R.Mark, 

P.Wilson, L. !l'tarQtte)' aria a: section on neurochanistry {I.rmgan, 

J.Hambl.ey). Already appointed (fran March 1976) as Senior Research 

FellCM is Dr Iesley RoCJet:'S who ·.will set up the t'tl.rd sectj.on of the 

~t, ~t on animal behaviour. '!iJhile encouraging eac.'1 group to 

contribute work o!= high sta.n&ro. in t'lieir separate fields , certain 

carroon topics are' being. stUdied by all grouris. Specific proj@.ci:s 

concern the developnent an~. maintenance of neurcnuscular connecti~ .ai:id 
those.. .. C\)f sJcin sensory nerves arrl the biocheroical and bet'l.aviooral · · 

devel0prent'of: vi'Sual 'iearning abilities in newly hatched chickens. ·-.,: 

Further \«>rk on neuroembrvology, neurochemistrv anri basic rnechanisrns •of 

nerory fonnation is p~. -
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CY.I'HER AC'l'IVITIF.S 

Prof~ssor Hark ha.s been appointed as Regional Editor of Physiology 
and Behavior and also to the Rditorial Board of Brain Theory 
1. ewsletter. ·1e is currently President o f the Australia·1. Society for 
the Study of. Animal Behaviour. Dr ~'forga11 was autJOinteCl. to tl-iP. 
Eclitorial Board of Neuroscience. Professor !\1ark lecture.-: during the 
year at the University of otago riTedical Sc.h.ool Centennial Celebrations, 
at the University of North Carolina and Duke University in February 
aM. in Decanber gave a paper at the Royal Society of London Discussion 
Meeting on Plasticity in the Nervous Systen. He also visite: an:1 spoke 
at Oxford, Cawridge, Londo.n a'1.d. t.l-ie Qi;Jen. Universities and the National 
Institute for r,~e.~lical Research,, r11ill Hill, London. He addres&.>C the 
Australian Society of Neurologists arid t.'1.e Austral.ian Socir ty for 
Mailcal Research at their Annual Confere..11ces. Dr Morga'1. and J. Hant:>ley 
read papers. at the Vth International Meeting of the International 
Society :for· ·Neurochemistry. In adFlition Dr ;·forgan read papers at 
Satellite Symposia on Fractimation ':'?echniques in Neurochemistry 
(Gottingen) and C.,;o.ngliosicles of t he Nervous System (Cortona). r··•embers 
of the department read papers at rneetinqs of th~ P..ustralian 
Physiological and Phal:macological Society in Canberra and Pert."1, of_ 
the Australian Bioc.bemical Society in Melbourne, at th~ ,~niroal Behaviour 
Society in MeL':Joume and at the Australian ~ eurosciene'=!s Society in 
~1elboume. 
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