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A LOOK ATI THE GRA~1AR OF ENGA 

We could memorize a thousand vocables in a language and still 
b e unable to conduct t he s im£l est conver sation in that language if 
we di d not ]mow it s g rammar. rlJ:ean ingful communicatinn thro~gh 
sp~~ ch means putting word s and word- segments together accordlngto 
rec ogn i zed pattern s o As we have ~ot ed previously, every language 
has it s own rul es for doing this~ Each has its characteristic 
grammar 9 its own way of putting "parts of speech" together into 
meaningful s t atements 0 This applies to Greek and to }~nga alike. 

Fo rtuna tely it is not necessa ry here to discuss either Greek 
grammar in gene r al or t he special cha r a ct eri s tic s of the syntax 
of Mark 9 f or on both the se subj ects many -studi es a r e alreac1yavail~ 
abl e oJ But it will b e us eful to devote a chapt er to outlining in 
a preliminary way the ma in features of the grammar of Enga e ' 

10f 0 Charl eE3 C. ~ }J'ries, Teaching and · I,·en,rning English .§:.§. a 
Fo~"eign ~nguage " (Ann Arbor~ University of Michigan Pres s, 19L~5)9 
p P ·0 1 - 9 9 2 7 - J 7 ;, 

2Supra 9 p o 45 0 
'l. 
jSee P o Wo Danker 9 Multipurpos e To.21li for Bibl e Study (st" Louis~ 

Conc ord i a Publishing House? 19bO) 9 pp. 11 5-131. On Mark Vs grammar 
s ee Vinc en t Taylor 9 - The Gds 81 According to st. Mark (London: 
Iv[acmi1lan and Co . Ltd 0 9 '195 2. 9 · PP II L~4-54 e-· 

THE SOUNDS AND THE ORTHOGEAPHY 

'rhe following i s intended as a non-technic a1 9 pra ctical 
d escription of the sounds used in mfa, together with the 
ortilograp hy tha t is b eing used today to r epresent those sounds in 
the verna cular lit er a ture o A practical description of the sound 
system of a ~ anguage i s not the same thing as a list ing of all 
sounds produc ed by speakers of tha t l anguage 0 Nor is . it merely 
a description of symbols 9 of illet t er s H used in writing a language Q 
It i 2 a list ing dof the phonemes of the l anguage with their principal 
all ophones o A phon eme i s l?the small es t unit of speech tha t in any 
given- l anguage di s tinguishes on e utteranae from another 9 as the E 
in pin and the f in ·fin , by wh~ctL these two English words are 
di s t ingui shed f rom each other o ~' An a llophon e is "a nondistinctive 
-variant . of· ~, phon ~m_e 9 ~l S 9 the variant s of l2. in I pi t ' ( asp irated) 
andY [~P l t q \ unElspl:cat ed ) are a llophon es 0 11 5 The ideal orthography 
iR on e that prov i de s neither more nor l ess than one separate 
s ymbol fo r each phoneme in the l nnguage o 
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~- The phoneme~ 6£ Enga are as fo llowso 

:_ ~\J\Teb s ter Y sNew Coll egi ~3,t8 Di ction a ry , ( Springfield 9 

1Ias$achu.sette s ~ , G .. . and G v . r/Ierriam : Co. ') c. 1960) 9 S o v 0 For 
a ~ul~ : study _ of.the ~ubjeot ~ee .KennethL o Pike< Phonemics 
(Ann Arb o r ~ . Unlverslty of Hlchlgan Pr ess , 1947). 

'5Webs ter' s New Collegi~te DictionarY 9 ~ov~ 

1. 'lovle l s o 

/a/ as in father6 
··,· .. · .. ·-;(87 .. · .. .. .. ... ··,··· .. ·_· .. ·· ·· ·· .... .. as ''In '' rat§. - . 

Iii · .. .. .. ,,". ,,, .. '. as ,: in: mee t :' 

10/ as .in cont 

/u/ a s iII boot. 

Vowels ~t t~e end of words spoken in isolation or at the end of 
u tt~rances I'are·· nOTmally. . . .(.o r at least very. frequently ) voicel ess 0 

Nev~rthel es~ ~~ey 'ar~alwayi writt en " for they are often the 
only ' contrastive. feature b.et.w·e:erLotherwise identical words 0 

-... -2- .-.. Dl ph tbGl1·g-s " ... . ----. 

There [1.re many n diphthongs 11 such as a e'} a i 9 a o 9 au ~ etc . '} 
but these are best int .. erpre.ted as two~syllabl e . . Vowe l clust e rs 
rather . than as true diphthongs, 0 

J 0 Consonants 0 

/w/ a nd /y/ a re very much ' the 'same as in . English. 

··/m! and /n/ : are SiS in En glishc 

'/n! is avel ai" nasal as in the English word s ing e 

It! 9' /p/ ') and /k/ are normally voiceless and ' can be compared 

to the ini'tia l vowels in·;··t ent'9 pint? and k icke But all of them 
may be influenced by the ireY.ivirobmen t within a word or sentence " 
Word--or ~entence~-mediallyall of them tend t o b e vo~~ ed;~ s6 ' . 
that t he I t l t rikes on .the chara ct er of a flapped or trlIl ed " I' ll . 

a n d the / p/ and /k/ b e come similar to the Engl i sh !1b il and Hg " . 
r especti veJ y 0 Before an I al or a /0/ the It I is often retro - . 
f l exedo Between two la/ sounds' the /k/ takes ·on a qual i t y 
similar to the German !I chII' 0 

6The exampl es g i ven are as i n micl~wester:n Americal1 English " 
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/r/ i 8 a r e troflexed 9 fl'a pped ' lirlY "anB "' is somewhat like the 
Vlrd " in the English word tardy" 

/ly / is a n a1 v e op a l ata l "1 f9 , sou .. n d 9 whi ch mean s t hat it is an 
"1 \\ s oun d pronounc e d while t h e rip of the tongue i s touching the 
i nn e r gum of the lowe r front te e th" This sOQnd is' norma llY voiced, 
but i t l oses it s v oicing , when , i.t comes immed i a t e l;jb efore a voiceless 
v owel o 

/ b! 9 /d/ 9 / el a nd /j/ ~re n 6rmally Voic ed 9 but t h ey lose their 
voic i n g when t hey i mmedia t e l r pre c ede a v oic e l ess v owelo, They 
are a l ways p r en asali zecl 9 io e 0 9 t he / b/ i s like the limb \! ' in amber 9 
thH /d/ is l il~>? the lini n i n And~V9 t he / g / i s like the "ng ll in 
8.Il R'er 9 and th8 '/ j / i s s omet hI n g like :, t he l1 ng n in, m2lJge ro ~rh e /j/ 
d iff 8 I~ 8 '~ however 9 f r om t he Hn'g il in ma.nge r in tha t it is an alveopal­
ata,l Qounc1 produc ed in t he maTIYl e r de scribed c1bove' und er /ly/o 

/ E: / i 8 an a l\r e'opal a tal Csee i mrl1E:.d i a t ely a bov e ) liS" or ' nts" , 
:.?OUIlC~ 0 It 1.8 normally 'vo i ce l ess s but t en ds to 1:' 8 voiced when it 
occurs i n th e mi ddle of a word or u tt eranc e o 

/ny / i ~~) cD.1 a l v8op a,l ti t a l lin \I 0 It · is very much ' 'l:ike the Spanish 
f:3 oun d that i ~J vir i ttcn /n/o It i s Ett l eas t p os s ibl e tha t there are 
i n ~E; :nga f::8v era l other [-]1 veopal a t.ctl conson anta l phonemes" including 
/bY/ 9 / ,]'y,l, ' / g'Y/ 9 /kY/"9 / my/" a n d /ry/" and also a number of 
l a.biali ~je:; d consoi1an ta. l phon emes such a s / mw/, /bw/ 9 and /kw/" 
The vi ew has b~en a dvocated , how ever, tha t the s e are simpl~ 
consonan t u followed by non - syllabic vowels 0 7 

It h as be en shown tha t t he r e a r e two phon emic tones in Engao 
Th ese const i tute the only po i n t 6f c ontrast b e twe en avast 
number of otherwise i den tica l pa irs and tripl e ts of wordso The 
~:~nga ton emes c;,nd the pat t e rn s in whi ch t h ey a re found in words 
~ave b~eD ~e s~~ibed ~nd ~est li s t s hav e b~en provided by , t~e , 
'(ev 0 0 u to (,'~ 0 J::LJ Yl tze 0 'J A me t hod of markll1g the toneme s tnrough 
the use of ! '/ and no mark has a l so been wor k e d outo 

:3 tres2 in l~nga words is int imatc~ly linked with ton e pa.ttern 
,and the two are l edr~ ed together o 

SpuDd sequences in Enga i n clude v owel-v owel ,' (as irithe _ 
word er.G) ? vowel-consonant --vowel ( ae 1n aki) 9 conson8l1t-vowel­
vowel ( as in pa8)· consonant ~vowel-conMna:nt-vowel ' ( a s in 
k ana) 9 r=] n d mct,ny ot hers 0 Cont i guot:_s c on s onants a r e not found in 
D11 - ' Q ~-J:,;. g Ct ~ 

7In 8Tl unpubl ished paper by the Hev 0 00 C 0 Hintz e 9 "An 
Interpret a t i on as t o the natur e of Eng-a Consonants with Labialized 
'or ~~lat ali zed H~lease 9 II Wab E:1,g 9 New Guin ea 9 1957 () 

I n o.n ullpubl'l shed pap e r 9 ; 1 2~J -4-~ 5-6 - 7 Sylla bI e Tone Test 
Li s t 9 n VvabD,g 9 New Gu i nea, 9 1960 1) 
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"Parts of Sp eech" 

While there is no n eed to expect .E:n.ga · to have' the same number 
and typ e s of word cl a s s es a s a r e found in English or Greek, we 
a r e agreeably ~u~pris ed ~o not e the large degree of ccrrespondence 
tha t if; foun d <J 

From t h e criteria of (a ) dis tribution 9 that iS 9 the position/s 
which a ,,·vord may occupy in an utteranc e 9 and (b) of relative 
f unctional similarity to classes of words with which we are familiar 
in 'English? we can easily distinguish the following kjnds of words 
in , the Roga legend.. . (The numbers indica te the sentence in which 
the. T8spective word is foundo) . . 

1" Now1.~like word s ~ yuu (1) 9 akari (1) 9 mena (2), yae (2) 9 

Wapon emad:a ( 2):1 eda (J) ~ . etcce. .' . . . 

2 . Verb-like words: Kat eabi-rami (1), k a teabino}a ( 5 ), 
saka tea-rami ( 8), ·s akatata r a (8) 9 rMmopa. (9), r&o (8, etc 0 

J 0 Vvord s tha t a r e like articl es and d emonstr'a:tives ~ 
ago (14) 9 d okonya. ( 2 ) 9 mec1e (19 10) 9 ogrJnya (4 ) ') ;I-ap ome (t~), 
etc. . 

Pronoun-like words~ b ,I . ( '7 ) b' - ~" ( "I )"b ( 9 ) 8a r 9 _9·an .\,8 ( 9 e arne 9 

. -

5" Adj ectiv e-like words ~' !obapae ( 23) 9 ' p et a8 (2) ) c 

Adverb-like word s ~ y/ .f;;:O. ( 22 9 25) 9 0112.}{:a.\-< 

7. Interjection-like word : /.' ( L ) ,Yc1 0 1 0 0 

Ac c i d enc 8 0 

In cornmon with many othe r l anguages Enga build s vlords and 
conveys meaning and grammatical r e l a tionshi ps by t h e c op ious use 
of affixes or i in other words, of word in f l e ction. 

Nouns 0 

In nouns the following forms occuro 

l~ The simplex formo This is used as subj eetof an intransitiv e 
v erb (yana pelyamo, "the dog"~_ is goingll) 9 a s direct ohj eet (baame. 
yana pilyamo, "he is hitting the dOg")9 ' a s indirect obj ect 
(baame yana nee mailyamo, nh e i s g i v ing f oo d to t he dOg ") 9 when 
the noun is followed by an article,. demonstrative 9 or 8~ttributive 
adjective(yana medeme Tlaba. nelya.mo, "a dog is . biting me"); and, 
in proper names, as loca tiv e (ba a Wa.paka p elyamo ', "he is going to 
Wabagi!) <J --
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2 ~ The s impl ex plus the suf fix -nya . Thi s shows poss e ssion 
(yanarl;za mokeS n elyamo, "the do g 's foothurts"); r efer enc e 
(yananya (fp~ r amap e , "wha t . shall we say a bout the dog?); an<l- . 
l oca tive baa itanya pa r elyamo, fi h e i s in t he tree ", ma pu yuunya 
s ilyamo , "the swee t pota to is on t he g roun d ; b aa edaki m6t enya 

'.£ e lyamo , ·"he i s going to the strea m"9 baa e daKrmat enya -k a lya,mo, 
II he i S at th e --s t r eam" 9 e da ki do k 0 t:1 in y.-a-e p e l yo,mo 9 " the wa t e r is 
c oming f r om t he hol e ll ) • 

. _ Jo Th e s i mpl ex plus -me e Thi s conv ey s t he meanin& of agent, 
tha t i S 9 th e subj e ct of atra nsitive v e rb (ya n ame n a b a n e l ya,mo 9 

"the dog i s biting me II) 9 and instrument or mean s ("Siillme n aba i t aR!:~. 
J2 i ly'amo~ .. _." he . i ~ .h i tt.i ng me with a stick" ) 0 

~/ 0 Th e s i mpl ex plus -sa ~ JVIeaning ~ dire ction t owa r d which . . 
( b,aa ~e sa P 81yc.lmo , "he is going to the ga rde n") 9 pla c e a t which 
(b aa, 88 s a, k a l yamo 9 "be i s a t the ga r den ") 9 and time a t wh i ch or 
C?n d,l tlon In -wh l cn (~~ 1? a b a me a.du n e o 9 a.k a ri agi s a ma pu n e l y o 9 

''In ba byho od I dr ank .ffillk , I n ma nhood I ea t swee t po t a to es "o) 

50 The s i mpl ex plus -ka o '~l en thi s i rregul a r f or m oc curs it 
ind i cat fJs 9 lik e - sa, pla c e to which Cbaa:" a daka p elY8,m0 9 - "he i s 
g o i n g hom 8 VI ) 9 and p l a c e a t wh i ch ( b 8 a, a d 8,ka }) i ~y 6rno , VI h e i s i n 
the h ous e " ) a 

6 0 The s i mpl ex p l us ~I2.§: . Thi s l e tt e r i s an assoc i at i v e 9 

c i rcumst a n ti a l s uff i x u s ed with t h e se c ond of two n oun s t kBa t a r e 
1 1 . .. . t d ( fi t " " " "" ",;" d c os e y a SSO Cla e - 1-i a rn e Ewap a ee dokonya p e t ea0l-pyaa 9 lI Adam a n 

Ev e we r e in ' ·, t h e g.~rd en "9 ba a n a b a pa. kalya ba.n o , nr~~ rs-vl i th me '-') .. 

7. -pi~ Thi s i s a c onn ectiv e s u ff i x t h a t p e r f orms t he function 
f t h }:1-1' lr d " d II (' . - .- , '" " . d"" . t 1 ." n II o - . e . ~ng l S U wor an y a n a pl men cl.p l s aap l \ ara pl aKa 9 a -L 

the doge 9 p i gs 'J ' a n d 0 possums II ) e - It i s somet imes' equ i va.l ent t o 
11 even II (yc1na p i mede k a t a ta.moEa 0 ' 0 0 0 n i f the r -e is ev en a dog c c" ) 

8 0 -na o Th i s suf f i x d r aws sp e c i a l a tt ent i on t o t he word 
t o ' whi ch i t i s a ttache d (mena,na. mede ep e l y arno 9 '-' h e r e come s a pig ~ n ) 0 

9 0 ~~b a o . Th i s s u ff i x seems to dr aw s omewhat a r gum enta t iv e 
att ent i "C)"i} t o the wo r d t o wh ich i t i s aff i xed (mena,t a. daa, 9 y a-n a 
d oko ny otoo 9 "i t i s n ot t he p i g--as has b een claimed ~- tha t ·· .. I '·· .. · 
WElD t 9 bu t the cl og '-') 0 

100 - ,.:[13. 0 Th i s : i s a (luo t a ti ve suff i x ( b a a.me ya.nana r e lya,mo 9 

n h e say 2 7 dog Y n ) 0 

11 0 -pe ( fb l l owt n g a 9 -0 9 or e- ) o r - p i ( fo llo'wing u or i)" 
Thi s i s an i n t e rrogat i ve s u ff i x-( eba yaTIap e 9 !f a r e y ou a ' d6'g'?rY; 
d3J<~J3 Luup l 9 .... ~~ .. i 2 thi s ea r th?-" ) 0 



-..... 6- -
. _.-._- ... . 

120 ...:ka~·, ~ ... An .: intenslfyii;g? ascens iv8 ' suffi~ .o . __ ._ l'Ja}~;r:n~ i taka' 
nyot60 .o :. I1 Firewooq, .is what · I ~t.oo 9 'want 9'

h or ... '.'_I .. want ... S.t .il1.) lfqr .. ~· 
fir--ewQud ~b H . . : .. ,: , . ~ •. "- . "" _ .. ___ ... ~ . . __ ._ ~ 

...... _ .. _-:::- .. : .. 

- · <t)- ~-·· - ~ka:~· :- : · ·;·-A ~· --60]je-e :s· ~- ive .-, . C?dyersa,tiy~ ~ su .ffix o . Menaka d61hQ··, .. "naba. 
nanyotoo 0 'iI eve:b·--th·bU-gh·-it .. ·-- i~s ·-·pork-,-.- --- I · d.o.-:.,n.ot want . it 0 II 

The .function a nd relative distribution of the above suffixes 
w~,trants fu'rther studY5analysis"? and ' .d.e·finition beyond the scope 
o·f:···thi·s·"··pape-r-o---·j}-8T'· .. ·e~·a.mpl e9 Vv!~'en ·a.- ~ ri6un i s · fo ll'owed by an ad j ecti ve 

"·or--- s.n .... arti·cl-e-·· -o r both 9 suff ixe:s (2)' and (}") .g.r e added only t.o the 
l ast memb e r of th e noun~adjeciive-articlegeri e s (mena - adak~: "-

d / 1:: I I I • 1 b . +. f' 1 . - b· t ) -me e rne· nalS, nea 9 plg a rge ~ ~...2:..:::.9 l oeo 8 arge plg l me 0 

This;/ is no t .a lwe.ys .the case wi th suffi xes, (7) 9 ( 8 }, and (9) 0 . 

Again? many~ of the Buffix~s a r e usable with other classes of words 
besides noun's'9 ·.but not alI to the same extent 0 It" couic( be ..... - . 
·tent-a. t-ively " 8u-ggested .. ,tha, .. t .- suffi-xe.s. --C..2 ) .to··-.- (.6) a r e ' rela.t ·ional .. 
suffixes 9 whil e (7) to (lJ) a r e of anothe r class or classes. 

. . 

Articles and ~Demonstratives 

We may list th~e ·fo11ow·ing ··.~simpl ex fo r ms 0 

Ind.e.fini te \. 

Definit~ ' 

Singular 

doko ;. " the 9 

tpat ll 

Dua l 

. med a rapo 9 
if • if 

--- 8 . TI-a lr 
dorapo ~ "the 
t wo ,those 

two!! 
orapo ' lithe · ., ____ 9 

two? thos e 
two Ii .. 

-:'-

Plural 

r- eda.tupa 
_lIsome" 
dupa, "the 

tho se" 

okai ta 9 . II the 
tho se '.' . 

These a rticles and demonstrativ e s take t he same suf-fixes 
as do nouns" 

Singular 

First person riaba 1! I " ___ 9 . 

Se cond person eba? "you ll 

r.rhird person baa. 9 fI he 9 

she " itfl 

Dua l 

nariba 9 11we 
twoYl 

nyilY8,bo 9 

.!lyou two'" 

nyilyab o 9 ' 

IYThey two\! 

P-ly.ra l 

naima 'j "we " 

nyakama 9 , "y ou" 

Al t ernative fo rms for the s e cond a.nd third person dual a r e. 
nyak~ba and nyar~bo. Th e fo rms oka iti or dokait~ a r e oft en used 
inst ead of nyakama for the third person dua l. 
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The p ronouns take the same affixes as do nouns., 

Adjectivef2. 

lQ Affixeso 
Adjedti~esa~e subjec~ to the same affixes as are nounso 

20 Comparison of adject iv eso 
An C1.ttempt to find an easy translation for such words as 

., ,/ . , ' i 

t ·u )< 0 11 V.v. [t-.ro,v ' " ( I1ark2:'9 '; l~ ~ 25) 9 /!~J'I k f? OT ~;,t!!C)V 

(4~Jl); and ft-;f(I&'F (4~J29 9~.J4), soon t eaches one tha t in common 
with other New ' GlliYlea 'langu:ages ' Enga is more int erest'ed in desc ribing 
the degree to whi6h ~ given attribute is possessed than it is in 
comparing several manifestations of the attributeo An Enga 9 comparing 
thre e pigs none of which is small, will be more than 'likely to ' , 
describe the largest of the three as ada.ke 9 1? l a rge 9 11 and to say of 

~ ~ ~ 

the other two that they are e ither adake daa 9 "not large 9 " or that 
they are yakane 1 "smallg ll Nothing quite corresponding to the neat 
English serie.s 9 'good 9 better" and be'st, or E..2:.g9 ~~ igger: , biggest9 is 
to be found in En~ao Forms 'which in appropria t e contexts may be used 
a re ada,ke, "large II 9 adakere 9 ' it rather large IV 9 .etet e adcike? flU tt erly 
1 a r g e 0 Ii 0 r ep e 9 iig a a d n 9 ep ere, 11 r 8. the r goo d 11 ~r e t ~·f8-epe 9 II u t t e r 1 y 
good " 1! It should be noted that ada.k e re a nd 8ner:eCIO not mean a higher 

..-J..-..,.. .......... _. 

degree of bi'gn,ess and goodness 9 but a qualifi ect .and .. :therefore prob-
a bly a lesser degre e than the simplex forms~o-: --:Sut, tn this a r e a. the 
Eng-a perha ps d i ffers from the English Elore , tha n it do es f rom the 
}Jew Testament Greek 0 For the Ka in e does not find it avlkvva.rd' to use 

If' , ( -Mark q oj!.}) for 1!0'reatpqt i1 
0 l· t ill""ly ev p ,,} ' uCle ,', /1 

,LA. ~ l f r v d, / 0 , c . --' u. 9 .J - C • ' ,'-" 1 0 1-"<' E ~/ r;>( (\ h 
J ' ' "~ I , I ' J' 

fo~ "grea test;' (I18,tthew 22~J6~~'<>\/\oy for lIbes t" ( cJohn 2~10 ), 
a nd ~/P'7o-tOS-' for ii 'betteri! (Luke5 :J9)olO 

IF\ \ I 

Adverbs and Int~rj~dtibns 

The se classes of words are nor ordinarily inflected in anyway 0 

The Verb 

The verb 'in Enga is ,richly inflectedo Most Enga verbs fo llow 
regul a r p a tterns"o The follo\~! ing outline does not " claim to be 
wholly compl e t e h'or to deal with irregular ' forms 0 ' , 

lOCo F cDo Moule 9 An Idiom-Book of New ~e staillent Greek (Second 
edit ion; Cambridge ~The University Press, 1 959), pp 97fo 
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10 Tenses 0 

Present t en e8 e kadely0..t. " I s ee ol! 

Singul ar 

1 po "1 d "1 Ka e yo 

f) p e kadereno LJ 

.. .~ly.e} 

J p.e kacl.elyr:1mo 
(kadelya) 

u...~ 

Immediat e Paste k:l dcLro _ ,, __ 9 

J p. 

Singula r 

' kadaro 
:. ," \ 

-_.' ~ .... ~~.~ ... 

. ' kadareno 
:: .. : ........ (:kada:re) 

Kada ra.mo 
(ka.d~ira ) .. 

Dua l 

kad el vc\b8.11o 
( kadelyab~. ) 

kadelyab l no 
( Kad~ely8"b i ) 

kadelyab i Do 
(kadel yabi ) 

!I I . 't JUs 

Dual ' 

S c.tiN o 11 . 

kadara b a'n 0 

. ~ ... ( kada rabc3.) 

Immediat e Pas t ( 2 ) c _k~jS2..2 ill just 2(J.\.~To II 

. .--... l ... -p· 0 ' • ~ 

2 po 

ka,lO ' 

k ." 8) 8110 ' kajabiTI o 

Plura l 

kadel yamano 
(kadelyama) 

kadelyaml no 
(Kadelyanii) 

kadeiyamlYl .o 
( kad el y~3..mi) 

Plu.ral 

k.3,d nr C-Lma.n 0 

(k ;"J II ') 
. ~ A-CL iJ· rama 

, kada.r arnlno 
(ksd Ei rami) 

k · ~ . a :l 8.Jn3.n 2, ... 

k · ./ .a :JarnJ.l1O 
. , 

> • '0'. . ...... ~._ . -' 

J po ka,iomo ka;iamino 

Near Pa ste kadapu, . il l saw (yes.terday ) oil 

kadapu 

kada.pi 
. (ka dapino) 

kada a 
.kadapyamo) 

kada uba kadapum~ '. 
kaclapub8nO) (;kacrapuman 6) 

kada~ibi kadapiml 
(kadap ibino) (kadap imino) 

kadap i b i kadapiml . 
(.kac1apib i .nO ) . (k8dapimino) 

In the .near. ... pas.t tense the dU'a l a nd plura l forms a r e 
frequently shortened by omitting the -E- or -pi- syl l abl e ~ 

-.. l 
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kadeo 9 iiI saw (b efore y es terday) ,, !! 

kadee 
( ka d j12 ) 

1 d "'b' -' . k ':'d ? " Ka ea Ci __ a eama 
-- ( },f8:d E} Q ~.§,n 0 ) --'-rk'acfe 8.rn~!2.Q) 
k a dea,bi 

(kad ea9.)~Eo ) 
l\:adeaml '." 
-rkadeam:ln o ) . 
~~~, , 

Immediat e Future 0 }\:iLlaPQ, ·,"1 shall see , (right away )" it 

1 p .. 

r) po G ka~ailiino 
-~~---'\ -

J p o 

The suffi x - 11a i s f r equently add ed. to ~hese forms of the . 
Immedia t e ?utvre t FjnS E:: 9 e o·g o·/ --.. }=.§jcj~_Lo: :~-a~ 9 !=8)crp ~_ng122~ ' et c" 

Future " 

.~: '.- -'-, . - - . 

I-n --all- --t he above tens e ;=: the -rorms given in parentheses a re 
·"ai -t e rn-a t e -·· forms that --ord~.:inarily OcclITon-ly sen t ence-medially . 

2 0 Th e sent en c e -medi a l verb forms~ 

We must note two very imp ortan t groups of verb form~ .. that_ 
neveT · ocGuI'·at- --- ~- -h-Gend of --sentences 9 but a lways sent ence-medially " 
The one grou-PT ,,--t6---which- we -h,av8.:-T e f errecL- i mmed i ately above 9 is 
ful l y conjugated in 8.11 p e r ·son s and numbers and tenses " The othe r 
group ~s not . c onjugat ed .. . 

Fur ther study is r equired befo r e the incidenc e , distribution 

and .' fUTIct l on of the conjug8.,t ed s8Ylt enc·e -medi a l f -6rmEfctLr1 :- be 
?q~g~~~~t'eIY ··: · de'fines ~ Blit ·· .. we may :not e h E3 re tha t t:1.is group of 'forms 
t ~!ld s .to" b e _ tr e·a t eq. , 8. S .. nouns 7 comp 0,r a ble . to nOtill clauses in the 
Iri.do :~ -Ge·rrii8.nic 'I an'gua g es 0 " -Ver 1Js ' of thi·s ;: '~roup may take a n 
a r t i c l e or demonstra tiv G, . or they may be . s ub ject to certain of 

, the n oun suf f i xes 0 1Ibl' .' we f~_nd the -~' orm2 ~ 
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~-tIn the circuIDs t [l,nc e of his se'e ing, Ii i 0 e . 'J 

Hwh c n he ' s aw'" or .. "b ecaus e he saw" . 

'''ymen h e s aw 9 VI or "b e ca use he saw" 

ka deamoaka ·· d oko ." even though he saw " 

k 0-deamo .doko . '. ~ 1 oe \Jvho.saw~" or !Ytha t whiC.h h e .. saw" 

kadeanl."O" dokoriya. VI of . h i m 'who s aw 9 11 Yiwi t h r efer ence to his seeing ," 
or "wh ere he saw" 

k a d eamo dokopa t~.e s ame a s kad ea,mopa 

kadeamo c1o k ome 1 '1~ y meaYl S of his seeing" or !The who saw!! 

kad eamo dos a IVto wh er e he saw" 

Forms i n othe r t ens e s a re a l so used sentenc e - med i a lly, with or 
wj.thout su~fixes 9 a s k a da pupa" kadat6mop a 9 etc 0 

The ma jor non-conjugated sentence-me d i a l verb forms a r e as 
£oll ovlS ~ 

k a da o 

k a data r a 

This form , used espec i a,lly wi ththe verbs t o 
· s t and , .. sit, or lie 9 is i mp e rfectiv e and durative . 
Exampl e-~-- --- " 
Akari medeme ita kada o kalyamo 

(lit erallv, man a fire watchin . he - stands , i. e o, 
na man i sV wa tching the fire il . o ' Baame ada pyoo 
k a lys,mo (he hous e building stands " e. e . 9 "he is in 
the" proc e ss of building a house II ) II It is a l so 
us e d to s how simulta n e ous a ction. Baa me wee r a,o 
mena k a da o k a,l y a.mo ( he song uttering E.ig IOOkITIg 
stands, ioe"9 nh e i s s ing ing while he i s watching 
the pigs 11 ) Q 

Th is. f or m is p e rf ectiv e a nd pri or in time to the 
principa l v erb . · Baame ee k a data r a a daka pelya,mo 
(h e ga rd en h aving- seen hOme is-going , i. e 0 9 !f a ft e r 
h a ving l ooke d a. t h i s g a rden he is going home")o 
An a ltern8tive form a l most int e rchangeable with 
ka data r a i s kad~tao pituuo Ariother is k a.dapa r s . 

The s e s entenc a - medial forms indica t e purpose ~nd 
i mp ending a ct ion o Ba ame ee k8.j a pelys.mo ("he 
i s g oing to se e the gard en If) • . Ba 8, p epa kaja.nYD 
mana nyilY:3,mo ( he pa p er o1"' - looking inst r uction 
i s -ta king, i 0 8 0 Ilhe is study ing for the purp ose 
of l ear n i ng to r ea.d II) 0 



. '. 

Baam-e" . adaka~~ p eI)a" ·kSidatna .... E,eTyoxn0 ( "he is 
gO:1,ng hOme~ .. ·t.b ' read~ "· El.s is.' his hab it i! ) 0 

Besides the forms tha t indicate tense and the ~entBnce-medial 
forms 9 there a r e many other ' form's of the' }21ga ve~·b ·o ... .'.· ~le :,. ·,'B.ha.l,l 
r efe r to some of them in this ~~ ct ion on aSp ect 9 and ~o others 
in 1 8,t·~r-""s~:fe tio:fl-s on ·voic.e .... 2 Yl.d . mode.o. ".,: : ... , . ' .... _, .. .. _ ... '. 

kadatelyo 

kadat 'apu . . 

kad.(3. t 'e 6 

kada.tatQ 
. . ~ . 

. . 

iiI have qeen l1 

. II I hErd 's'e'e:i1" ' ( Y'esterda,y )' n. " ~~ " -:;''''' ' 

.. " I had s.een iI " 

; " 

111 shall h[-1."Ij8 . seen n 

'" 

. . ~. ... - ::.,' .. ,' .:. :-. 

• - .... . ..... _ .-- ... - •• - •• • " .. .. .. - ••••• .• _- • • _ .••• ' _ ... .- ••• ' 4_ • • ,_ •• 4 ,", .. . .. ~ ... ...... .... ..,~ ...... . .... _ ~ • • • _ •••• • ••••• • • . .' 
.. ' "" -.. ... . ' - '''' 

The above a r e perf ective 9 completiv e forid:3,; They CD,n . (.1.11 be 
. fully conjugated !, It will bE;. notic ed . that th8y ' corre spond closely 
to the present ~ n ear past , far past 9 and flltu:r 'E; ' telrEri2's ~'"''': '''' '' ' 

kadatae 
. . .. ". . . -, :' 

. " ' . 

This is a perfective verb s.l noun::,,~adlect·tve ~· 
. Examp 1 e s ~ ( a ) P 8p.,§ k0,9:cl t a e _¢i~ 2 ~ A s.a . set a : 
C2a1? e.~_~ §.£ell them_~herE;. J2._'~_t>J .' 'b '~ ,- ·nput .. ·t1ie~· 
paper's -cha t . h av e be en looked at h ere 11 ) 9 ",. . 
( b ) ~~n~?y-UnY(l, 12.?-l. ~ap2~e Sl9J~Q. nE]j,,~II8:kis'a' ''epe'a 
( n the uttered word 0::[ God cam2 .. to U8 rI); 
( c) Mename napae a i.1yclmo 9k8.clo:"tpig--bittenn es 
is') ' look'~') -i -: e :o n-l"ooK: at-:-where'- the ~ig has- bi tten Ii) 

This form in -ta~ or ~E a~ c~n oft en b CNtbe translat e d i.nto 
En,glish as .a pe;cfec t pass ive partici.p leo fI:ha t i .~ not t9 say 9 

howev er; that the Enga spe8.ker thinks: o:f : i 't as a . passive., fo r the 
passive v oj.c e is ~ ., '- ing in Enga ') as it is in other Papua n 
l angu£lge s oll 'v\That \iv8 are inclined· tq :: transla t e as a . passive 
pa rticipl e ill2l:y be .thought of as an active with )3Ii" unm8nt ioYled, 
und erstood s ub ~ s ct 0 . 111 1 () . f t -'-1 b· .' t·· " .. '~ eZ8.mp e c, In ac ~ lJ 1e su J e c lS 
expl ici-t ~ . 

llGo Pilhofer 9 Grammatik der Kate -Sprache in Neuguinea 
-,-----~. - ·-~ ___ .. u = __ ~_~,_~_ • .,;,... --:..;.,..;;....;.."""'"_ __ ~ 

(Berlin: Verl ag von Di e trich Reimer? 1933)9 po 330) 



kadege 

Kadegema, 

, ' ... " 
Ka.dapeKe 

kadegere Pyo,Q 
. ~ 

kadelyamore 

pyOO etc. 
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This for:-m indic [-~t e 8 habit 9 custom , ability. 
Nabame. eba k6te~' ka r8.0 k0,d ege 0 (ill see you every 
day '! .) o· . Baa.~e.p.akadege .C."he.knovv8 how to read") Q 

It is al&) useabre as a substantive (pepa ka.dege 
d "1 b'" ") ( d i o -co na arne , mana nYl0'7 \ "I l earned rea lng"). 

This is the s ame' a s th€ prec eding, but in a plural 
exclus i ve form v . Ny:~tk~Illam,e . , no.p.,Q 1'\:ad~g~ID2/ ( \lyo-u~--
but not we--know how to r ead». . 

-: ;;' 

Possible or needed a ction o . The form is a verbal 
nouh-adj ect iv~o Kadap~ge n~jilyamo (visibility 
does-not .. -occur 9 ioe/) 9 "it is impos.sible · to ' seef!). 
I1enr~ , doko pyapege ijilyarno ("tha t pig should be 
killed!!). .. 

Imitat ive or corresponding a ction o 

Ba~ kadegere PYOO kajap~p e (he a s-he- always­
looks doing look q if/eQ? "look in the same way ' as 
he a lways does!?). 
Bacime relymore pyepap e (lido as he says" ) " , 
Imitat ive or corresponding a ction can be . indica t ed 
by adding -re or-ri to almost any of the conju­
ga ted verb forms 9 followed by a form" of the ' verb 
pi 1 Y c5 9 II I door mak e YY ~ " ... . 

k ~7 ~ k d . , k d t ~ " , ~aaearepY00 9 a apurl PY009 a a a -mlnorl Pyoo, 
etc o . 

1 d · " "I " S' 1 ·J... d {a. ere I2...l yamo lmu a lJ8 actioJ1o ?IRe pret ends to · b e l ooking ." 

Ka delyilyamo Action upwa rds 0 "He lo ok s up 0 II 

ka daPllyilyo Action back'\,rVards 0 nI l ook ba cko II 

kad8.nelY~o . Actj.on doWnwt:::Lrds 0 . . "He l ooks down 0 II 

ka dayok6 r~lyo Compre~ensiv e ~ct~Qn o !!I l ook all a round" 0 

ks,da kada py6~ Frequentative a ction ~ 1iLooking r ep eat edly 9 

looking bere andthereYl o 

kadama kadama Augmen t at ive a ction ~ "looking more and more . If 
. ; 

P1!0o~ 

'ka dalya kadana Wide-ranging 9 fluctua ting action ~ "looking 
pyOO here and there 9 looking everywhereo" 

kadakod~pe py60 Thorough a ction: "looking thoroughly, 
carefullYoli 

( I 
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TIetrus iv e act ion 0 Nabame eba kadabao: ka.lvo kadabelyo' 
(11 I ' am looking down on you, ,Plltting you to shame!!) I) 

\Co~pare the G~~man prefix ver-o 

40 Voiceo 

Activ e VOiC8o Baame naba pilya,mo (lhe is hitting me"') .. ," 
Reciprocal I) Kadaroo-~iabj:-pyaa( "they exch?-nged looks"') '.: , 

Also ~ f Lede ka.da,kada 'piami-pyaa (they k ep t l ooking a t ea:oh ' other") II 

Ca usative 0 , Baame naba pyoo a.das:h,lya,mo (nhe c aus e s'" in'e to grow'J 
he r ears " me") 9 from ade~yo 9-.... ,,': r~I: ,g.rQYV,l.'.o . :" . 

, ' , .... : , ~, : ,,', , ', '" .... " '" '' '", ,,':,,' ' ' ,' 
Action . fO ,r or a g c;: inf?t anoth.er f s ~n~ erest ~ ~ , 1Fad~keliamo ', "he , 

looks .at , for , me (or ::tor' you) " ~ Ba.ame Da banya . ee doko ~a:dekelyamo 'J 

Vlhe is look·ing a t (or snoop ing in) my , ga.rd en" IT BaaIDe eban:ya ee 
dokoka dek'elya mQ. :r ' "he i .s lO'oking at..". (or , i?1}qQ-p ing -rDl your garden. If 
But fsr a th~rd pa~ty~ §£.ak_amai~yo9 HI l ook a t for him., ',' . ' 
N2b ame bc.lany3 a mugl doJ.co k a da k ama ilyo, "I am inspec ting hls wound 0 fT 

Some verbs c ontain their indirect 6~jeq~~e ·The affix -gi­
indicates that the first o r second person is the indire ct object; 
the a ff i x ~mai- indicates tha t the indire ct object is of the third 
p erson 0 Baame pil IDede :'agilyamo ,) Hhets t e l :ling us a~ story ",I' , 
Eba me pii mede baa r ama ipi? "t ell him a s tory . :' . 

De'cla r a tive mod e ~ ' n a bame bacl kac1elyo 9 flI see him." 
, 

Du a l Plura l 

k adat oo k adaban a. kad 'J mana. 
---"'(Jje{~-me I 00 k! ~) ( L e--f' s I 0 0 k T) ." ( L:e,t -' . s look.!.) 

J p e ' 

. ' 
\ 

kada or 
k ada.p e 

('LOok"!l' 

k a d en a', 
-1L'et~him 

l o ok~} 

1 
. , 

" ca.;] epa or ----- , 
Jsat~pa~e 
TLookl) 

k a d en a ----r-----' ,Le t -Ghem 
loo]:r:) . 

kad ena 
- (Let them 

look '! ) . 

'Interrogative 0 Forms a r e ma d,e interroga tive by ' a d'ding 
the ,final suffix. -pi or -peo Fo r example~kadel~ ("do e s 
Q.~ .? '~E;?I" )" " f,,~C?m , the, ~ ,,~~ l .ar~~tive kade~:nlmo . (';8e :.sees" ) 9 k a d e epe 
( d l d you see?17) f ro,m the decl a r a t lve .... ,,·k·ad,ee' (fJ-y-ou sawff); , . 
kad8P:2,p l (" d i d I see?!!) from the decl a rative kac1apu ("I s aw") 0 
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N~~atAY~ ~ FormA ~re n ega t ed , either by the us e of the 
n egativ e prefix n a - 'or ''' by', 'the us e of the s entence-media l ,:fo,TIn 
for imp ending a ction plus the auxilia ry v erb of n egation, na.elyamo. 
Thus for "he do e s '.n ot s e e " we ma y s ay e i the r na,ka d elyamo or ' 
k ' . ~ 1 _ 8. J D. n a e yamo e 

Imagin ed but unre a l action~ ' This i s d escrib ed by a dding the 
suffix -~ or -ri t o the , n e's,r · paB t · an d 'f a r p a st f orms. ka da puri, 
pupury ("if .~ ~a~ . · s e~n i I would hav e gon e ") • Kadeori , ( .11 if I had 
seen It 9 kad eamlrl (" If they ha d S'8Bn II ) , ' etc.-· .. "' ,,, " 

Desider a ti\Te 1 opta ti,/e : " kadapu~raka ("if 'T , 'could, only s ee "). 
Or: ka da purl 1'8.0 ma sily6 ("I wish I c'ould -s ee ll

) " 

" '" Na rra t'ion ' o f his' t ori ca l "ev ent s which the s p ea k e r h ims elf did n ot 
wtiJl} e ~S is 'indica t e d by the 'us e ' of the pa rticl e -pyaa wi tlr t h e 
pa st ' t ens e f orms: k a d e8111i-pya a ("they s aw") .; ka;da pyo.-py a a ( 11 h e 

") ' t s aw 1 e co 

Na rra tion of a l egend h and e d dO'\t\TTI by the el d er s . He r e the 
quota tive pa rticle -rami is u@ ed with the pa s t - t en s e fo r ms " 

To expr~ ss p e rsona l convicti on of the r ea lity of a n occurren c e , 
the a ss ertive pa rticl e r amo is us ed with the pas t .t ens e f or ms o 
Baame n a lma ka ,j6me r amo , "I' m sure he SelW u s D n 

Sens ed a ction i s expre ss ed eith er by t h e us e of =£= vowel s i n 
pla c e of the n o rma l - a - an d - 0 - v owel s i n many f or ms 9- or by t h e us e 
of the s ensa tiv e pa rticl e rwnu i ns i 'ead _of t h e 3.ss ertiv e particl e 
ramo" Ba am.e n a ima k a ,jumu 9 "I h av e [1 f eeling t ha t h e saw us ,, " 
P ·" 'd ; J "I h t l k' '" 1 ~ ~ ~ :1 ~ k 1m ' II me e r a rumu 9 ea r 8. __ l ng 0 11 ·j:Ja.oany a wan e (10 0 I.. ma r 8me 
rumu, HI hav e a f eeling t ha t my ch ild ha s d i ed o" 

Addition a l a ction i s, expre ss ed by t h e u s e of t h e suffi x - a k EL o 
B ' 1 d ~ 1 " b 1 " aa Ka _eamoa _{a , ... e a s o s aw. 

Th e Sent enc e 

En ga s ent en c e s may b e l 'a rge or small 0 Th ey may c on s i s t of a 
singl e wor d s uc h as lPU ( "come ! ,,) , 
E1Jga sentenoes may be s i ,mpl e , or they may b e exc eedi ngl y c ompl ex . 

Enga s ~ntenc e s h ave s u b j ect and predica t e . The subj e ct may 
consist . o f a singl e word, a s in eba pUU (lI yo u go ~II), . or it may 
n ot b e .expre s sed a t a l1 9 but onl y i mplied , as i n puu . ( l!go ! f1 ). 
Or again the subj ect may c onsi s t of a -noun or n ouns ? ' adj e c t iv e s ~ 
p Q s se s s i v e s 1 a rt i c 1 e s, an d n oun c 1 ·9J)' S e S '$ , ' 

Exampl e ~ Na banya r·aoa raa· Belka ae kVv8,k a , s a ba u ago - ka,',wa r amo 
(ilmy blue l oincloth t h a t I bough t y e s t e r da.y has t or n II • 

The predica t e may c ont a in an i nd i rect and a ,direct obj e c-t '9 
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ad j ecti ves 9 a rticl es 9 po ssess iv es 9 expressions ind{ca tlng: ··-tiiie ·9 · 

plqce 9 1f:1an!l_S~ .~? c._irc~p:1stan.c e 1 and purpos.8 9 dependent verbs 9. and a~ 
independent verb. Example ~ Akari d6k"Ome braka· i t"a i r}e·e· yawa:pi:Iep·i 
d11 )a baanrl edapi walle'(li dupa maianya Wapaka 5~\!:~~ "yesterday the 
man went 0 Wabag to glve his wife a.nd children r irewood and cook.ed 
foodll)o 

In all the a bov e the Enga is not unlike New Testament Greeko 
But in some other points of sentenc e structure Enga differes strik~ 
ingly from the Greek~ 

Mark has the continual habit of conn ecting his spee ch tog ether 
with /<;0( ( _, or sometimes with ,(elf o;ri"t/ " or ,~i th n()thing 

a t all Ci Enga, ·~o o , insists on c onn ect ing n early every sta temen t; 
with the foregoing, but it· knows ·nothing of such words as- ·· Jt·e<.( ·· 
~/Je and de? Its meth.od is t o repea t or 
+/1\ 

summariz e a portion of the · preceding · sentenc c ~ 

In a ddition t o its rich store of finit e and n on-finite .verb 
f orms, Greek makes us e Df ·a grea t v~~i e iy o f · c 6riju~~~t i6n s ; ·~~rti61es, 
and r el a tive pronouns and a dverbs in building up compl ex 9 ext e.ndecl 
s ent ences ~ In Enga the sentence-med i a l verbs are t he morta r .by .. 
means of which ext ended sentences a r e built upo 

. Leaving the purpos e forms out of c onsider.~.tion for t he moment, 
there are two main gro~ps of sentenc e - med i a l verbs 6 The first 
group is used when the subj ect of the sentebce or clause does not 
chang e 9 ,tha t i s 9 when the sub j ect of the sentence~-medial v erb is 
the srune as that of the v erb tha t follows a.fter i t o 
"R 1 B "t' . , , /. ", .', I" ( • _-lX2.I?P e~ aame .l a wa~ epar2. ne e y agao naQ.~1lar~8. }-i2 · fi~~p..d .;b.aving-
spIlt food cooklng eatlng §..,l e pt~ lo e o 9 I1 when he ha d SpIl t I:i..reWOOa- 9 

h e cook~d food ~ a t e , and went t o s l eep.y.'.t " . ...... , .. . 

T~he second group of sentenc e -med i a l · vei~b i ·o r ms i s · used vrhen the 
subj ·e?t c~anges , that is, when .the SUb rj_8ct of-th(j.s-el:tence-m~dia~ 
verb lS dlffe~ent froID the subJ ect of the verb that ,Iollows ltol -
E 1 N b ' d ' ku' ? b /' , . J A ," ( +h - ~amp e ~ 1. a ~nya e age ~.'- IDl amopa n B, . &~e I$e raq~.-:",pe · G~2 my rno u , e r 

. d l ed-then crylng I-sat, lo S ., !lwhen my mother d l ed 9 1 s t crYlYlgn)0 
A · M ; b ' '" b' t " ,~ ) , II - Jb _galn ~ 1 ename na a neB-mopa TI& "'ams rna Gsen e · Hya.ra · ·peo., II .Len 
( or b e c a us e ) the pig bit IDe ? I l,:\l ent to· get me.d ica l . at t ent i on 0 rl 

Another exampl e ~ Avuu ipa ta.mopa n a ba:· napato r -·· nif· it . rains,) I shall 
n ot go c 11 Still another ~ l1ename naba n eG.mop a n a beille ee: r a.a naeo 9 

"when ( or 8.1 though) t he pig bi t me 9 I did· not cFY 0 '.f .. 

Like the circ~mst&ntial participl es in New T~~t~~ent Greek!2 
t he Enga s en t ence-med i a l forms in .,..r g, do n ot in them.sel ves indica t e 
tim e 9 ca us e ? condi t ·i on 9 or c on c ess ion~ · 

1 ') . 
. ~Some thlng compa r abl e to the Eng~ sens itivity t o cha ng e of 

~ubj e ct is found in Gre ek i n the u se of the genitive a bsoluteo 
C f o. JVIk 0 9 ~ J J VI i t 1'1 r'1k" 1 0 ~ 1 7 0 



-16-

13A.T. Robertson and W. Hers ey Davis ., A New Short Gramma r 
of the Greek Testament (Tenth editioD9 New York? Ha rp er and 
Brothe~s, 1933), pp. 382f. 

<, 

Thejr simplysta t e a r el a :ti':brfship or circumstanc e which" a cquires 
signif icanc e in the cbnt'e'xt''''1n ' which 'it "stands o ' . , .. .. ' 

How the Enga mak e s rich ,us e of its v erbs in buildirig sent ences 
can b e Elmply s een in thefolIowing~ ' 

~ ~t . J' , , 'd , ". , , ,; 
ogonya plma r eg e Yllu mede upa pe eamlYl O ogopa e a 

So they-ha d-don e then woman her brother tim e another 

b "J , 't ' e~ p " "J''' ~' pao yop e r a a ,pyoo _ r a o awaTl r ao 
h e going whistl e . say making cry . s aying a roun d saying· 

IDaru ogonya ka t eaIDop a . aka ri ogorne raru pit~ 
grav e on-it when-he-stood man h e sp eaking sitting 

b ""1 "k . t'" "b I na a pa re yon a yapa a l lnl ru a 
, 

reamopa 
I am-lying-here 9 quickly road op en when-he- sai d 

" b ' "k .,. , 'd" maru rn apa r a a .arl ogo . nyepa r a !LQ' ogo 
grave having-opened ma n him having--taken \Aleman h er 

t'amw{na kaea- 'r ami • . 
t o-decay he-l eft it-is-sa id. 

I n t h i s sent enc e aft er the introduc er ther e a r e three main 
d ivi s iDD ~ , ma rked by changes in the subj ect. Within such division 
E1.weal th of a ction is indica t ed by the u se of the n on-c onjugat ed 
pe r fe ctive an d i mp erf ective sent enc e- medi a l f orms . 

Intro duc e r ~ 

]'irs t 
Se ction~ 

Se cond 
Section~ 

Op a, pet eamino' ogopa 

,~ , /. , 
ea a ogonya p l rnar eg e 
yuu mede baa pa.o 

j . . . I' / 

y op e r a t a pyoo 

1" I' 
. ae r ao . 

"" ~ . awarl . r ao 

ma,ru ogonya ka t e8J'1lopa 

-I'k . . ",,, a a rl , 'ogome r a ru 
pituu 

n aba p~relyona ?y~pa 
ka i tini rube[ r ea.mopa 

"when they had don e tha t9 
then 

on on 8 occas i on the 
woman' s brother, go ing, 

r ep eat edl y whistling, 

crying ~ 

go ing rounda~d r ound , 

stood on t he gi av e an d t hen 

t h'e man (who had been bur i ed) 9 

s p eaki ng ( so t hat he was 
hear d but not seen ), 

sai d 'I'm he r e , op en up 
up quickl Y9 f 2nd then 



Third 
S e ction~ 

-17-

'1 · ., , 
ELiQI'l ogo nyepar a 

' d " t· ; e a ogo amWlna 

ko.ea-r ami 0 

(the woruanYg brother) 
opened the grave, 

took out the man, 

and lert the woman to dec~y. 

JA t hj_rd D.r ea of syntactical c ontrast between 1~ew Testament 
Grc 8k 8Jl (~ En g-a i s in word order/» We may not e the following tvvQ 
points 0 (1) JJJnga in s ists infl exibly up'On the order nounlo.o.~attrib­
utive adj ecti·v e--art icl e o 
Exampl e ~ .££.2. GPO d6ko (woman good the? i. e ., "t1ie good V10¢f3nH) ·. 
Tho Greek woul d r equire t he articl e to prec ede the noun; the 
a dj ecti ve mi ght fo llow it 9 and we woul d hav e J~ ko~A; \ {v I o:r 

~: \ C ( r , ' } ·Y II '7 _-2 __ '>Iu Yl'] h k~~)\ '7 I i¢ I 
r if I I ' I 

( 2 ) The Enga infl exibly in s i s t s that the principle verb mUBt oome . ',. 
8. t the ve ry end of t he sen t ehc e , and likewis e tha t a sentence~medial ~ 
~erb mus t c06e a t tho very en d of tha t portion of the s entehce to 
which it b clo:ngs 0 Thi s r esul ts in problems whe.D we und ertake . to 
tran s l at e into Enga some of the Greek sUbordinat e claus e s that 
follow the principle verb 9 such as some of the causal~ fin al 9 and 
c onse cutive clauses o 
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