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ceremonies are related to s o cial s tructure in 
s ocieties New Guinea and the 
is lands . This paper is 
in that the aim is to 
ins truments the b ul lroarer , 
All are eso teric in the s ense that the 

o f  is  res tricted t o  one 
- ini tiated males This r es t riction , 

i t s  j and the corres-
and chi ldren can b e  unders tood 

as part culture  that  includes , on the 
one hand , male cults and s ecret ini t iation ceremonies , on the 
o ther , male-fema le relations , tho s e  o f  overt 

Initiation ceremonie s  are not ,  however the o c casions 
on whi ch b ul lroarers flutes and are found A 
full unders of their nature and the role in 

can be ob tained their overall 
usage The f ield o f  to include not 

init iation but all occasions on which the ins truments 
o c cur . 

At the s ame t ime , as cult 
and are focal 

ects b ullroarers 
for b e liefs the 

o f  which can b e  b o th 
a t trib uted t o  the ins truments dif ferent 

cultures and the b asis of such b eliefs as revealed 
and f o lklore The method o f  

a n  in o f  cultural rather than 
s o cial factor s . The intention is no t 
o f  the lat ter b ut to follow a method 

ec t mat ter whi le 
ab le elsewhere . I f , 

1 

the 

of s o cial 



2 

factors , the result is s omewhat one-s ided , i t  may s erve as a 
correct ive t o  those which all 
mena in relation s o cial 

from a dialectical 

As a 

culture areas b ased 
ins truments 

of s ocial 
s imilarities rather than diff erences 
differences may form the 
in a s urvey s uch as the 
des irab le to concentrate on 

rather than as res ul t­
s o cial factors . 

tends to 
to  dis­

usage o f  
variables t o  different 

is  to look for 
Whi le a s of s uch 

of fur ther research , 
is  considered 
rather than on 

This in turn faci litates the 
' s tatic ' view of the of  
es tab lish correlations b e tween two s ets  
�A.a&LLIJ.1-�. the of secrecy attrib uted to 
ins truments and the extent of male dominance in so cial 
isation , a writer may achieve 
he is ab le to  use s ta tis tical  
lit t le indication o f  the 

, even within a context 
meant less the ' forces of s o c ial  , which for s ome 

New Guinean s o ciet ies is almo s t a contradic tion in 
terms , than those forces wi thin a whos e  interaction 

s tas is ' .  This is  elabor-
sec tion on male-female relations which , 

the of evidence from the o f  
i n  t erms o f  a 

than as one in which 
s ocial connivance is s een factor in 
the s tatus quo . The eso teric ins trument s  lies 
in the fact that , without them or an e ffective s ub-
s ti tute , s uch connivance would b ecome and the 

s ocial o rder would lose its  

The 
ins trument s  in broad 

all three 
the 

demarcation o f  culture areas . a b rief 
note on the use of o ther ins truments for eso teric purposes 
be fore to the main of the s which is  
divided into the ins trument as material ec t ;  
the ins trument the ins trument as ; the 
ins trument as o f  and the ins trument 
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the 
are cons idered s epa­

us e dictates the inclusion of  

is  us ed 

cul ture areas , data on 
or us es o f  b ul lroarers , s ide­

obtained f o r  
The s ources 

works available in New Guinea 
time of res earch and s tudents o f  Goroka Teachers ' 
the years 19 whos e  contributions are indicated 

in the Sour ce ' column 1 

s e t s  data references to  one o r  
of the ins truments under o ccurred in 

lis in Table where Column A the occur-
of  the ins and Column B 

are as so ciated 
trictions 

evidence ' i t  was 
���LU�U.� whe ther failure to  mention 

omiss ion as o ut s id e  the s cope 
was decided to  include as 

socie ties for whi ch a 
ins trument s  was availab le O f  the 8 3  s e ts 

no reference to bullroarer s , s acred f lutes o r  
were dis carded to one or two 

to thank the s tudents o f  Goroka Teachers ' 
the years 1 9 7 2 - 7 4  whos e  

o n  Traditional Musi cal Ins truments 
data on which this s ec tion of the s 

this was not the their contri-
b o th in wri tten work too  
to b e  allowed in the inevitab le a cademi c  

was tepaper basket that s ome , a t  
wi th int o  the 
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ins truments only and a further 11  ( from s tudent s o ur ces ) 
eliminated on the suppos it ion that s ome educated informants 
might be unaware  o f  eso teric ins truments . The procedure is 
over cautious : ins truments as important as thos e under dis cus­
s ion are more likely to b e  reported than s uch minor exhibits 
as leaf-reeds , buzzing-nuts or ocarinas . Tab le 2 ,  therefore , 
is an underes t imate o f  s o cieties in which the ins truments 
are no t found . 

In order to show dis tribution and usage , data from Tables 
1 and 2 are presented in map form ( Fig . l) ,  occurrence b eing 
indicated by outline symb o ls , as sociation with eso teric cults 
by shaded symb o ls and ab s ence by a line under the figure . 

Inspection o f  the maps s ugges ts tentative culture areas 
b as ed on the dis trib ution and usage o f  ins truments . I The 
analys is at this s tage is purely quantitative and no attempt 
is made to  es tablish the relative importance attrib uted to  
ins truments wi thin a particular area . Culture areas were 
finally es tab l ished by s tatis tical methods . The ir main 
characteristics are shown by means o f  symb o ls in Tab le 3 and 
their b oundaries and the b asis  o f  clas s i fication are given , 
together wi th brief comments on the s ource o f  mat erial used . 

1 The methodo logical obj e ction that the map reveals less o f  
ins trumental dis tribution than that certain areas have been 
subj ect  to anthropolo gical res earch may be refuted on two 
grounds : ( i )  anthropological s ources provide evidence for 
abs ence as well as presence of ins truments and (ii) s eparate 
plotting of data from s tudent s ources produces an overall 
dis trib ut ion pat tern which correlates broadly wi th that from 
wri t ten records . I f  there are more examples from Sepik than 
from, s ay ,  Wes tern Dis trict ,  this may indicate that the 
former has at tracted more  anthropological res earch ( o r  
p rovided a higher propor tion o f  s tudents at Goroka Teachers ' 
College ) . I t  does not invalidate the overall pos ition . 
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Table 1 

Distribution of sound-producing instruments: 

A* 

underlined) 

West Sepik 

1. Vanimo (incl. Warimo, Wutung 
Wutung and Yako) X X X 

3. Wapei x x x 

East Sepik 

4. Karesau x 

5. Wogeo x x x 

6. Mushu Island x 

7. Boiken x x x 

8. Tarawai Island x x 

9. Arapesh (incl.Kaboibus) x x x 

10. Abelam (incl.Maprik) x x x 

11. Duo/Yangoru x x x 

12. Sil x 

13. Murik/Kaup/Kerau x x x 

14. Kwoma x x x 

15. Tchambuli x x 

16. Mundugumor x x x 

17. Ava tip x x 

18. Iatmul x x x 

19. Nor-Pando x 

20. Niaura x x x 

21. Chambri x x 

22. Banaro x x 

Madang 

23. Bosmun x x 

24. Tangu x 

25. Manam Island x x x 
(incl. Dugulaba 

26. Monumbo x x 

sources of information 

B* 
Source 

X X x; Chinnery (ndA: 48-9); Thomas 1941 :184) 

X Chinnery (ndA: 48-9); Finsch (1888: T .12, PI.XIII,; 
1914: 538); Official Handbook (1937: 415); Luschan 
(1899: 492-97); Neuhauss (19ll: 231, 316, 317); 
Palmer and Dean (1972: 70) 

x 

X P. W. Schmidt (1907: 1032, 1039) 

X X X Firth (1936: 13, lll); Hogbin (1970: passim) 

x 

x x 

X X X x; Allen (1967: 32,58-9); Mead (1935:26,63,68) 

X X X x; Allen (1967:58-9); Koch (1968: 54-5 & figs. 
63-4); Moyle (1972: 814-15) 

x X x; Elkin (1956-57: 318) 

X X X x; P. J. Schmidt (1923-24: 
50,53,56,62; 1933: 330-32, 
352 and fig. 22) 

X X X x; Whiting (1941: 89-91,131-33); Whiting & Reed 
(1938: passim) 

X X Allen (1967: 66,68); Mead (1935: 245,269) 

X X X Allen (1967:69); Mead (1935: 172,181,213); 

x 

(1964: 69-71); Newton (196 7 :4 7) 

X x; Behrmann (1922:256) 

X X X Allen (1967: 61-62); Bateson (1936:158-64, 167-70; 
1958:passim) 

x 

x 

x x 

x x 

x 

x 

Sachs (1958: 95); Thurnwald (1916:261, 264-66,269) 

Blackwood (1951: 279,282) 

Burridge (1959: 137-50; 1965: 254; 1969: passim) 

X X X Allen (1967: 65-6); Finsch (19'14::538) 
(1912: 206); Wedgwood 

245) 

x Poch (1905:230,236); Vormann (1911:419,426) 

* BR - bullroarers; SF - sacred flutes; SG - slit-gongs 
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Table l (continued) 

People/Place 
(Place names underlined) 

27. Mambuan 

28. Korak 

29. Tokain 

30. Mikarew 

31. Karkar Island (incl. Karkar- X 
Takia, KarkarWaskia & 
GubardauTakia) 

32 Se rang 

33. Bas ken 

34. Megiar 

35. Bagabag Island 

36. Rao 

37. Kesup 

38. Astrolabe Bay 

39. Bundi 

40. Maclay Coast 

41. Ngaing 

42. Swit 

43. Tapen 

44. Mebu 

Moro be 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

so. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

Umboi Island 

Sio 

Siassi Islands 

Hube 

Wampar 

Kai 

Finschhafen 

Cape Cretin 

Lae-Womba 

Bukawa/Yabim 

Tami 

Huon Gulf 
(General) 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

A 

x 

x 

x 

x x 

x 

x x 

x x 

x 

x 

x x 

x 

x x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x x 

x 

x x 

x 

x x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

Source 

x x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

Biro (1901: 176-77, 181-93 & Pls.18, 4; XXI 1-20; 
XXII, 1-17); De Clercq & Schmeltz (1893: after 244 
T. IV) ; Finsch (1914: 543) ; Kunst (196 7: End Pl. 33c) 

Holtker & Aufenanger (1940: 58-60) 

Lawrence (1964: 13, 15-19; 1965: 199-201,204, 207-8, 
210-13) 

Bamler (1911: 512); De Clercq & Schmeltz: (1893: 
after 244, T. IV) 

X X x; Chinnery (ndB: 42) 

Neuhauss (1911: 259, fig. 173h) 

X Keysser (1911: 34-7) 

x; De Clercq & Schmeltz (1893: after 244, T .IV); 
Finsch (1914: 537) 

De Clercq & Schmeltz: (1893: after 244, T.IV); 
Kunst (1967: End pl. 33d) 

Neuhauss (1911: 385) 

X Friederici (1912: 101); Hagen (1899: 188); Lehner 
(1911: 404-14, 437); Neuhauss (1911: 384) 

X Bamler (1911: 494-99,501); Hagen (1899: 190-91) 

X X Biro (1899: 9 n. 514); Bodrogi (1961: 28, 39-41, 72-8 
figs.32, 34-8e); De Clercq & Schmeltz: 1893: after 
244, T. IV); Detzner (1920: 190-91); Krieger (1899: 
213); Kunst (1967: End pl.33b); Neuhauss (1911: 316) 
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Table 1 (continued) 

People/Place 
(Place names underlined) 

106. Kiwai 

Southern Highlands 

110. Wiru 

111. Koke 

112. Lake Kutubu 

113. Kewa-Lr. Yalibu 

114. Yambalape 

115. Samberigi 

Wes tern Highlands 

120. Kuma 

121. Wahgi/Mid-Wahgi 

122. Bablnge 

123. Maipka 

124. Konombka 

125. Kagol 

Chimbu 

126 • Nondugl 

127. Kamaneku 

128. Kuman 

129. Dom/Sinasina 

130. Siane/Nambaiyufa 

Eastern Highlands 

131. Guru rumba 

132. Gahuku-Gama 

133. Bena-Bena 

134. Agarabi 

135. Kafe/Kainantu 

137. Gimi 

138. Kamano, Jate, Usurufa, 
Fore 

A 

""O'""'cc"'"'u""r""'r.;:;en=c::;:e'------'U:;;;;s"'a"'"ge=--- Source 
BR SF SG BR SF SG 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x x 

x 

x x 

X Beaver (1920:186); Chalmers (1903:119); Haddon 
(1900:418,421: 1912:275-78 figs 235,237); Landtman 
(1927: passim; 1933: 73 & Pl.XXIX, 720-21); 
Newton (1961:10); Riley (1925:201-2, 204-7) 

x 

Williams (1940a: 14,107) 

x 

x 

X Allen (1967: 37); Reay (1959: 139,141,162,170-71, 
173-74) 

X x; Holtker (1940-41:360); Schaefer (1938:401-3, 
406-7, 413-14; Tischner (1939:50 figs 51,52) 

x x 

x x 

x 

x 

X x; Luzbetak (1954: 72-3, ll5-17, 127); Simpson (1954: 
206' 216-17) 

x 

X Allen (1967:35); Elkin (1956-57: 317-18); Malm 
(1967:8); Nilles (1943:115; 1950:21,30,46-8); 
Simpson (1954:162); Wirz (1952:9-13,Ills 26,26a,27) 

X x; Allen (1967:34); Salisbury (1962:17,32-4; 1965: 
60, 64-9,73) 

X Newman (1964: 265-6,268-9; 1965:42,67-9,75,80-1) 

X Allen (196 7: 30, 32); Read (1952 :5, 7-25; 1966: 96, 
113-18, 126-30,144); Simpson (1954:147-48) 

X x; Chinnery (1934:ll8) 

x 

x x 

X Glick (19 72: 821-22) 

X X Allen (1967:34); C.H.Berndt (1959:177); R.M. Berndt 
(1965: 89-91) 
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Table 1 �continued) 

A 
Source 

Manus 

139. Ponam Island x x 

140. Kurti x x x x x 

141. Usiai x x x x; Parkinson (1907: 346-4 7, 351, 374) 

142. Vorei (Loi) x 

143. Titans (incl.M'bunai, x x x x x 
Rambutyo Island & Mauk) 

144. Baluan Island x x x 

West New Britain 

145. Nakanai x x x x x; Finsch (1914:544); Parkinson (1907 :209) 

147. Eklep x x x 

148. Mowehafen x x Allen (1967 :90); Buschan (1923 :141) 

East New Britain 

149. Ramuaina/Duke of York Island X x x 

150. Gazelle: General x x x Buschan (1923: 126-27); Eberlein (1910: 635-40 & 
Pls before 635 & Opp.638; Official Handbook (1937: 
358-59); Laufer (1961: 459-68); Parkinson (1907: 
78-82, 130-33) 

151. Blanche Bay x x Finsch (1914: 539) 

152. Tolai x x x x x; Matane (1972: 20-4,49-50); Salisbury (1970: 159, 
295,299); Sheridan (1972: 817) 

153. Baining x x Laufer (1959 :910; 1970 :177-82) 

154. Sulka x x x x Finsch (1914:544); Parkinson (1907:204) 

155. Meng en x x x x x 

New Ireland 

156. St .Matthias Island x Buschan (1923:158); Neverman (1933:218-19 & figs 
135-36) 

157. (inc. Tungak, x x x 

158. Tiang (Djaul Island) x x 

159. Kara x 

160. Nalik x x 

161. Madak x x x 

162. Sunglik (Lihir Island) x x 

163. Laks x x x 

164. Sursurunga x x 

165. � x Friederici (1912:101); Kramer-Bannow 1916:49-50 & 
fig 33) 

166. Patpatar x x x x 

16 7. !!!!&/Kalil x x x Stephan & Graebner (1907:119 & fig 124,129,131) 
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Table l (continued) 

Peo12le/Place 
(Place names underlined) 

168. Barriai 

169. Tanga Island 

Bougainville 

170. Nissan Island 

171. Buka 

172. Rakus 

173. Pororan Island 

174. Teop 

175. Eivo 

176. Nasioi 

177. Siwai 

178. Nagovisi 

179. Buin (incl.Telei, 

underlined) 

Mo robe 

49. Azer a ( 7) 
58. Watut (11) 

Northern 

67. Arifama (14) 

Milne Bay 

71. Bwaidoga (6) 
72. Bwaiyowa (8) 
74. Mukawa (9) 
75. Dobu (17) 
76. Bwasiaiai (10) 
81. Tavara (6) 
82. Bentley Bay (6) 

83. Suau (13) 

Central 

85. Mafulu/ 
Fuyughe (5) 

86. Hall Sound/ 
Yule Island (5) 

88. Roro (9) 

89. Motu (7) 

90. Koita (6) 
93. Hula (12) 
94. Mailu (6) 

A 
Occurrence 

B 
Usage Source 

BR SF SG BR SF SG 

x 

x 

x 

x x x 

x x 

x x 

x x 

x 

x x 

x x 

x 

Uisai) x x 

Friederici (1912: 190,206) 

x 

Finsch (1914: 539) 

X X x; Allen (1967:81); Blackwood (1935:215-18,406-10, 

x x 

414-16); Finsch (1914:544; Official Handbook 
(1937: 372,377,418); Parkinson (1907: 585) 

X X x; Official Handbook (1937: 372n) 

x 

x 

X x; Frizzi (1914:49-50 & fig.69) 

X X x; Finsch (1914: 539) 

Table 2 

Significant negative evidence* 

Source Source 

Western 
Holzknecht (1956; 1957) �Girara/Kabiri (5) Beaver (1914: 1920); Haddon(l916) 
Blackwood (1950); Fischer (1963) 104. Gogodara (8) x; Landtman (1927 ;1933); Massola 

Jenness & Ballantyne (1920) 

x; Fortune (1932) 

x 
De Clercq & Schmeltz (1893); 
Finsch (1914) 

Dupeyrat (1954: 1955); Massola 
(195 7); Tischner (1958); 
Williamson (1912) 
x; D'Albertiss (1880) 

x; Massola (1957); Seligman 
(1910); Sheridan (nd) 
x; De Clercq & Schmeltz (1893); 
Finsch (1914); Massola (195 7); 
Sheridan (nd) 
x; Massola(l957); Seligman(l910) 
x; Chalmers(l895) ; Seligman(l910) 
x; Saville (1926) 

107. Buzi (7) 
108. Bine (14) 

Southern Highlands 

109. Mendi ( 7) 

Western Highlands 

ll6. Enga (4) 
ll7. Hagen (6) 

118. Malpa (5) 
119. 1Mbowamb1 (3) 

Eastern Highlands 

136. Gadsup (8) 

West New Britain 

146. Arawe (11) 

Bougainville 

180. 
(17) 

(1957); Wirz (1934) 
Laade (1971) 

x; A. and M.Strathern (1971); 
Strauss & Tischner (1962) 
x 
Vicedom & Tischner (1943-48) , 
Wirz (1952) 

Chenoweth (1966) 

* No reports of bullroarer, side-blown flute or slit-gong. Number of known instruments in brackets after 
group name. 
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c.  

D 

E . 

F 

G .  

H .  

I 

J 

K .  

Area  

Huon Gulf  

Gulf 

Eas tern 

New Britain 

Manus 

New Ireland 

All -

33. 

o f  

t o o  small t o  b e  

3 

no . Occurrence o f  
groups ins truments as 
e t c  % o f  total no 

groups 

BR SF SG 

2 2  ++ +H-

21  +H-

20 

25 +H- Abs .  

11  All Abs .  

9 Abs . Ab s . Abs 

30 

11 

6 + All 

All 

1 1  + +H-

11 

Eso teric usage 
as % o f  

o ccurrence 

BR S F  SG 

+H- ++ -H+ 

+H- + 

+ + 

+H- Abs . 

+H- Abs . 

Abs . Ab s  . Ab s  .. 

Abs .  

+H- 0 + 

Abs ++ 

Abs .  :::: 

+H- Abs . 

+ -

- numb ers  
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The e leven culture 

Mushu 
the Karesau 
dental to  P . J .  
overall 
a ccount 
makes no 
roarer i s , 
the 

refers 
Bundi 

in Area E .  Whi le the s 
three ins truments the 

is 
t ion 

The area is 
the map , the 
in under half 

The evidence is less 
in attrib utab le 
no information 
Blackwood  

and 
cation Student 
from the 

are as follows . 

the 
charac­
their 

be due to  inade­
s uch as among the 

, whi le for 
eso teric ins truments is  inci-

main theme . In terms of the 
to find that  Thurnwald ' s  

among the Banaro ( 
his mention o f  the b ul l­

conc lude that 

Area A. This is 

as a means of communi-
is more  varied than that 

s ec tion 
evidence contradicts the 

' may have formed 
data now availab le sugges t a 

o f  cultural les s 
traditional 
and wes tern education 

of mis s ions 
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..=;;..::____..;.;;...::;..;:..=,.�;;.;.;;;;;.;.;,_;.;.__;;_..;;.;.. which is dominated the b ul lroarer 
usage mos t  of Morobe 

inland Azera and Wa tut who 
have none and extends into Northern 
Dis trict  to include the Binandere and Orokaiva 

such as Rube Fins chhafen , 
the are from s ources 

Fins ch which 
context . Umbo i  Is land is a 

in tha t the bullroarer is no t 
the masks ass ociated i t  are The 
gong is somewhat confused Kuns t s 
the s outhernmos t extent o f  the ins trument b is ec ts the area 
and while Lehner its from 
the Bukawa o f  the 
Holzknecht refers to its  recent introduc t ion to 
the inland clas si f ied  here  as ' v from a 

the mis s ions . 

D .  dominated the occurrence 

Dis tricts , 

lands . groups  whose 
thr ee mos t  wes in the Southern 
Side-b l own f lutes lis ted for the firs t 

......... ,_ ......... ._._, while the o f  Lake 
flutes and even the bullroarer is a 

The overall 
be affected i f  these were  

the flute 
concentrated . 

flutes , the s l i t­
the few 

role 
and Chimb u  

the eas t o f  
the Southern 

no t ,  however , 
area , F ,  

more  

is  b ullroarer 
us age data that the 

area is  limi ted to  coas tal s everal 
groups in Wes tern Dis trict include the Waima ( 8 7 )  
o f  Central Dis trict Information on the inland areas is , how-
ever , s till very The s ide-b lown flute 
is  that of the , mentioned Ho lmes ; in 
contras t to his account of  the b ul lroarer and initia-
t ion , he no details and one can conclude that it  
is  not sacred , the Keraki pos sess  a s acred 
flute it is no t side-b lown 



1 6  

F The ������:!!_2.!....§2�.:!:.!:.:!:E!:!!!E.��:!!£L, 
the 

wes tward 

are no 
eluded in D and 
and the inland 
The number o f  

are 
increased but thos e  

es tab l ish the overall trend 1 

G .  

in a 
ever , are their uses o f  
field t o  undermine the 

Nowhere ,  how­
in the es o teric 
b ullroar er o f  

the Awalama is at  the 
ceremonial hous e for 

uses are known for three of the 
Tha t  s ide-b lown flutes 

and 

( 7 7 )  
in 
used for this purpos e  shown f o r  the Trobriand 
( and Misima Islands are outs ide Kuns t ' s  demarcated 
area , and local names are mos t  

Tendencies in the 
areas are much les s  easy 

should b e  a s  future  res earch 
rather than as a definitive s cheme 

H . .=.:.::::..:..:.......=-=-=-== would appear to 
the evidence in s ome 
gro ups . The evidence is however 

the b ul lroarer has 
the 

areas , while the 
and 

I t  

s tate 

' with 
nor th and nor th-eas t coas tal 

and 

sacred f lutes extended 
and 

among the ' Mbowamb pos s es s  them 

and , i f  a r e  taken a s  evidence ,  i n  earlier even 

the ' Mbowamb ' us ed s uch flutes for purposes . 



7 

tablished 

to i t s  

cult purposes 
result of 

areas H to 

it has 

o f  

needs lit tle 

their 

ins tru­
af fec t male-

were  
the 

Berndt 
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emergence 

an ins trument  not 
o f  the The 

o carina and for  the 
more  o f  ten as s ociated with 

at leas t ,  
o f  manhood 

exam-
us e shell-ra t t les init iation 

s ounds and the familiar conch­
from its lair . The conch is 

men return to  the 1911 : 
the who announce the 

the 
b ul lroarer their masked dances to s care the women ' 
1959 19 70 whi le end-blown flut e , 

or  used  

o f  their o ther us es there can be  

love-melodies 
ton- flutes 

these ins truments 
within the boundaries of  

fall  into a s ecret or  

a 
o f  Mowehafen in Wes t New Britain whi ch is associated with the 
b ul lroarer in masked dances 19 2 3 : 

in consequence to women . 
ins truments and the ment-

of the Tami is their , like 

ins truments , 
in S io funeral 

the s o und as a v 

e ffects or  s lurred no tes . 
this feature which is im-

attainabl e  the human 
that makes inter-

t voice more  readiJ accep-
t ab l e  I n  terms of  the s we may not e  that these 
ins truments are l imi ted 

1 
See Fins ch 

to one area or group and so lack the 
attributed to b ullroarers s acred 

Parkins on 7 ) 



A final 

s ound 

trument ass ociated with 
nei ther s ecret 

novices 
circums tances in whi ch 

space , b o th women and initiates 
b us iness at  the same time This 

with found at 
its main ass ocia t ion is 

o f  , s ide-blown f lutes and 
o r  esoteric ins truments , 

that makes them as 

would app ear to 
cons iderations 

little . The is an 
1a1onnone , the flute an the b ullroarer an anoma­

that the own 
the sound . From a , 

the small number o f  different 
way in New 

to the S achs 
s tratum ,  the his middle and 
to his late s tratum. answer can thus 

in whi ch cas e  the obvious would appear 
any o ther I s ugges that one need 

s eek no further than the fact that , in contras t to  Jew's 
vert ical flutes and even skin-drums , o ur three ins truments 
all make loud and dis t inct ive s o unds. When these s ounds are 
further and emb roidered 

and chi ldren to 

a Jew s 
a short  dis t­

The voices 

are ab le to  do this b ecause 
o f  the ins truments thems elves .  

S ee Bamler Neuhaus s 



r eminiscent o f  the 
and 

areas 
tween 14cm 
width .. 3 The 

x 
while 

cons is ts  of  a thin 
the hard wood  of  

a hole at  the 

and from l . Scm . to  7 cm .  in 
bull roarer is 

and that of the Orokolo 

20 

two 

. 
' 

adds ' t o  
the ceremonial 

elab orate fur ther 

Fins ch 
Williams 



2 

usage o f  b o th class es are s imilar 
��� o f  the Keraki is 

never swung ' 
is  o f  age 

ceremonial purposes 
Tami I s landers 

, Tami 
and Bukawa 

, have 
of the 

smaller Kai bull-
sound Lehner go es 

of ' servant ' bullroarer 
and the ' Balum s 

tone . 2 

much of the of the names 
ceremonial bullroarers has been los t . O f  the s ix 

for the Keraki two are names one that 
bullroarer o f  , a fourth ass ociated with a 

two , totems or 

Bamler ' s  is 
that the head 

is swung before the o thers 
a f ew ' nominal ' 

, however , both 
male and each b ears 

193 5 : 
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Photo: Papua New Guinea Museum and Art Gallery 

P late 1. Bullroarers 



B ullroarers  are not ,  however , 
b ul lroarers and 

1936a : The 
of the area 

2 3  

with ances tors : 

names of  unknown 
derived f rom charac t-

b irds , but not from ances t­
ors ' the different names 
Kiwai bullroarers - ����' 
' seem to 
ments ' Tami bullroarers are 
the name of a rather the attribute .==.:.:.:.i...::.=. 

which is a mark o f  es teem t o  eminent men 
1911 : used the Bukawa for  

bull roarers 
the same names as 

characteris t ics , 
reference t o  the 
for  a bullroarer 
1 9 11 : 

The dis t inction b e tween 
fur ther in the field o f  
are 
o r  
t o  

Bukawa clans own 
may possess  

ion In contras t ,  minor Elema bullroarers , 
l ike tho s e  o f  the Keraki , are owned 
1936a : , while Lehner ' s  asser tion tha t  
clan has many s ervant bullroarers ' and the abs ence o f  
references s imilar f o r  the Bukawa 
and Kai . On may be  inherited , 

Williams ( 

mother ' s  and the s on o f  a 
woman f r om Taimi in the Huon Gulf would  r eceive 

his mother b ecause she was of the chief ' s  

( E )  where b o th are �?nnv,arl 

swathe o r  coconut and 
�........;..- under the care o f  a curator ,! the 

is res erved for or 
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o r  mother 
bull roarers 
concealed in 
wickerwork 

The 
between the 
there is  a 
b ullroarers 

is  the smalles 

ones are care­
indi vidual , usu-

!-" ........................ wi th 
: 131; 

in which the 

Purari 
clo th and 

beneath a 

is its  
it  
Kiwai 

is s acred ' 
�.::::.:::.� is  handled 

ano ther 
the name of the 

fas t and your 
misfortune i s  

the head 





I t  is  r easonable t o  ass ume that 
in mos t method is  
erations and a s tick when i t  is  o f  

to bear the the bullroarer in mo tion . 

As to  the 
t ive 
evocative o f  
mony 

There is 

is  made for subj ec­
remains the mos t  

a circumcis ion cere-

a climax , the Head ��­

and , as 
itself ; then f o l­

s o  that , for the lows a whole cho rus 
firs t and 

movements the 
rumb le ; the small are 

such skill that sound like the furious yelp-
In s till weather one can hear the 

three or four hours walking 
dis tance away . 

The trans i t ion f rom bullroarer to  s acred f lutes is  less 
than may appear at firs t The and 

Kerau (A) ref er t o  the bullroarer as the o lder bro ther o f  the 
. J .  S chmidt  , while for  the River area 

it has been s tated that the bullroarer i s  l inked with 
the f lute 1913 : On Tami the bullroarer has three 

o f  and an end-blown one (Bamler 
among the Marind-Anim of  Irian Jaya ( to the wes t 

o f  Area E but linked the b ul lroarer is  spoken of  
as a , 3 ) , who carries his ' younger 
s is ters ' under his arm . The lat t er are none o ther than the 
b ambo o  which is  cognate 
the Ker aki : 186) . Of  the Orokaiva 
Wil liams remarks that ' seem to be invar-

as sociated with the bullroarer ' .  More , 
on eleven names o f  bullroarers used at , he comments 
that f ive of  these are not true b ullroarers . The firs t ,  con­

bamboo  tube p laced in a 
k����u with wat er , would appear to  be a 

o f  ' intervals ' like 
bullroar er . Another ' cons is ted a o f  

b ambo o  tub es of  dif f erent , each clo s ed at  the end and 

the 
incidence in the 

e tc . ' 
this naive 

which , b ecause of their 
and the nor th coas t , Williams 





or  
s ide o f  the tube 

t o  the overal l 

b ands o f  
many 

and their 
incis ed or decorations' 

the Gahuku-Gama may use • 

f lutes are undecorated 195 2 :  
f lutes as mat er ial ects 

are 
in Read's area , I failed to come 

to the s e  measur ements . I t  is 
in the 

' are 'three to 
disbelief that  I 

f lute is  des­
terminals 

and in 
the second with a b low in the side 

well to  which , in f ai rness  
comment that 

very accurate' . The firs t 
�=u�� bamboo than 

, in much of the literature the 
b lurred , the term 'f lu te' 



an enthusiasm on 
an amb ivalence attitude  

on manufacture .  As  secr ecy 
in the men s hous es or  as among 

ceremonies . No ritual is  

ess ential , 
Gahuku-

t rial and ' success ive 
until comb ination 
Abs ence o f  suitab le b amboo on 

When a f lute 
as 

voyage , either 
Schouten group 

the o ld which is  then thrown 
behind the club hous e . l The 

of this 

the , Murik , , 
Orokaiva f lute o f  a is referred to as the 

and the shor ter as the female , a method o f  class ification 
Bundi for whom the male f lute is  b o th sho rter 

To the Iatmul the 
terms are als o 

used the purpose o f  
d i fferent ia tion has a name . To the 
these are all words with no o ther 

the male-dominated Gahuku-Gama , however  the 

on the Kwoma 
and Kerau; 

on the Orokaiva and Hol tker 
the Bundi 
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Photo: Department 

Plate 3 



turn , can 

sho uld be 

intervals 

sound to  carry 

the mus ical 
' the I a tmul 

harmonics 
s even no tes 

the intervals 

Bates on's account 
to his earlier 19 35 ar ticle 

flute melodie s  Whe ther 
any tune 

in terms of wha t 
300 cent thi 

or ttlird 
elsewhere 

intermediate tone a 
o f  and 

s Wa t t le 
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o n  s ecrecy w e  may no t e  
o f  lat ter  group may 

t ime but are warned 

s 

minor 
are s o  tuned that 

as the l ower tone 
r ange o f  the melodies -

cents for the 
o f  Bateson11s 

d i f ferences 
the 

of the 

men , one at each 
heard 

as 
s truc tural 

flutes 
the four th 

has s ent 
flutes of the I lahita  

the 



from a 
................... """o' Read 

but 



The flutes themselves are 

however , cannot 
one knows wha t  is 
the Gahuku-Gama and Kuman 

35 

clan 
o r  

, everyone owns ' a bird 
own the s ame bird 

and 

, s ons and bro thers may 
o f  i t s  embodiment as a f lute 

The s tatement  that 
ances tors have b lown this f lute and our s ons will also 
b low ' is ridiculous if , as the 

b amboo in will e i ther have s uccumbed to 
ins ects o r  W e  may surmi s e  that the 

o f  material f lute i s  
even irrelevant at leas t in 
of the immaterial 

a 
cular in 
0,1..1.u.'"'"'" with the 

i t  is mor e  
i s  a 

upper s id e . 
it may vary 

the nar rower 

with that of 

the line o f  the s li t  there i s  a 
end which may have 
Wi th one 
f o r  a rop e  f o r  
s ame t ime much skill i s  
For the Manus has the 

end and the 
the abdomen 

b o th 
at  the 

ections . 
head of  a 

o ther , the hollow 
1 9 7 0 : O ther 

are the head of a crocodile or snake at one 
the ' tail at the o ther . The 

ins truments , are o ften 

S ee Read Bateson 
All en and Mead 
2 

S e e  70 : Allen 1967 : 
3 

I llus trated on the o f  the s Ins truments ' 
i s s ue 

i llus tration 7 in Kuns t : 59 .  



Photo: Department of Information and Extension Services 

Plate 4 in Viviren 

Photo: Department of Information and Extension Services 

P late 5 .  An decorated����' 

in Rabaul 
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and doub t less  elsewhere ,  the 
names a f ter ' co r-

190 7 : 

d i ffer and i t  is  that the 
the ins trument the 

ins truments are made f rom 
1 9 7 0  One p rocess is  f o r  the 

f rom b o th ends which later clos ed 
discs held in 

the instrument to  
the 
The 

o f  
and the firs t 

for the manufac ture 
while s 
shows : 138; 

and the s e t tlement in-
s acrif  ice o f  a and co-

and his wife's brothers In the 
the process of manufacture is accompan­

5 3 7  

r ites , the enforcement o f  
which the gong i s  

from North 

Blackwood 

and Blackwood 35 

areas 



es o teric 
the familiar ins tru­

much o f  the 

func t­
Because all s li t­

b ea ten 

known as the ' 
minor while flute 

l ed one t o  look f or 
The detailed 

B ateson who dis-
' the s ecret 

of this term 
purposes we shall 

for  the I atmul may 
'connnon or 

the sacredness 
s ecular ones . 

to  

and 
Fins ch 

, Tuzin's account  
reference to  'the two 

in in 
a dis t inc tion be-
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Kwoma g ongs however , 
tho s e  who have 

occur also in the 
Manus Is land 

are no o rd -

o f  
as a n  accom­

as a means o f  
up t o  f ive ...i..i:...._.:;;__;_...;;. 

is 
roo f  b eam 

cons tant imitation and 
and 



the f irs t 
b o th 

the 

ins trument , 
end-on at  the 

side and hold-

the use 
the 

as it was 
mes sages 

the 

s ib ,  

the mnemonics 
s ongs which 

fac t , words , 
Mi e tc1 

Kwoma 



these areas 
r evelation 



, invitations 

the occasion . He 
or sacrifice of a 

I f  the boy fails 
the men to  

but f ai led to  vomit 
ro le in the ceremony is  

's voice 

of ceremonies') who 
the o f  

women to move o u t  o f  the If init ial 
three years before the ceremony the mor e  immediate may 

up to months - the t ime needed for up 
the and for the ' house' in 

wil l  live and f rom the rafters o f  which finely 
carved bullroarers a re 

The ceremony the mons ter from his hiding 
, either in the fores t or in a ho le in the 

bul lroarers and conch-shel l  A t  firs t 
noi s e  is faint , but later the 

of dozens o f  bullroarers Meanwhile , 
deco rate themse lves with small bullroarers 
b ands or between their and carry a number 
of them in their net The men then tear up a rope , which 

show to the women , that the was t ied but 
b roke free . Bullroarers are now whirled , of ten 

the men in and the s ound increased by shouts 
from the men , and the us e of shell-rattles which , together 
with small bullroarers , are on trees for the wind t o  
ratt le and scare the candidates . Aft er a f eas t , 
the men invade the and s eize the due f o r  circum-

while the a mock-battle t o  their 
Prior the candidates have s elected 

their sponsors protec t  
i n  the 

f rom three to hous e under 
vis ion of two hidden who ens ure 

maintain the taboo on the 
, drink coconut-milk and roas t rather 

than boil  their taro . Those under s ix years of age are all-

1 
Neuhauss 

their families at the remainder 

three 

p as s  the time mat s  and 
small bullroarers . 

of 
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F o r  the ac tual candidates are led into the 
hous e while bullroarers are sounded The s ecrets 
of ins truments are revealed and each novice s is 
s troked wi th a bullroarer and his chin s truck . This is a 

to the central rite of  incision . Variants in 
include into the house a narrow 

which ' swallcws ' the men on the roof 
and drink water from a 

act o f  
no tified to the women 
mo ther  o f  a small b ranch o r  

the leaves removed The woman who does not receive one knows 
to see  her s on , f or the b odies are that she is 

has into the without p rop er burial . 

The b reak the ir ' fas t '  and the two to three month 
o f  recovery are ins truc ted no t to reveal to 

the women no t to  s teal to be to their friends , to 
the elders no t t o  chase o ther men ' s  women 

t rans lations 
firs t relates how two e lders 
circumcis ion but rain cau s ed 

As the rain-maker is forbidden to 
this time the act is attributed 
the song abuses the rain-maker 
bullroarer o f  the 
him as did the black 
rain-maker s 
s econd 
the 

mo ther 

Nevertheless ,  
r elates how the 

b roke and s truck 
the 

wide  and 
the land; there 

reference to  ' enemies ' 
b e  the so that the 

are then t o ld t o  

' is now p resent : 5 11 
s ong s ung 

purposes : to  drown 
women that  the has 

women for their abs enc e . 
, but the women , where are : 511-12 



P urari 

f rom 
men 

at  , so  
At  the conclus-

no t to  

f rom the ir 

however ,  
ect 

a climax 
are made to 
heads cover­

s ounded as 
the 

variations between 
associated with yam 

with the bull-
the Keraki with and 

of Kiwai init ia tion the novices are 
who the dead 

house 
Next morn­

where men , 
in b ul lroarer 

while b ull­
bullroarer , 

r eveal the 
In 

where 
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While 
data for  
consi der 
ance than 

and , as 
of bullroarer 
Britian 

associated with 
ances tors while 

the voices o f  
tha t will be  consid­

conclude f rom the data 
which the bullroar er is 
us t as there are 

revelation o f  the 
the Kuma 

tend to cover a 

in seclus ion 

o f  
that 

ceremonies 
elsewhere 



is 
to 
s eclus ion 
the s ooner 
s tatus 
could 

eliminate 

4 7  

receive 
fact no s uper-

the 

to  

are 
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from the 
as are 

At the age 
gras s es bent 
throat 
nos trils 
cleans ed of 
the 

S imilar 
which R . M .  

away from 

would 
than their 

to hut where the 
b rewed f rom coconut 

in the 
with taro  leaves 
and female flute 

the ends success -
then g o  t o  the fores t 

for  the res t o f  

the 
, the 

s imilar three-s 
and November ( the 

individual s initiation at 
his mo ther and forced 
dawn to the 

taken to a 
are forced down his 

o thers twis ted up his 
and thus 

influence , he is shown 

o f  a 
s ecluded for a 
to  two months , 

on the 

, of 
the Kamano and their 

At a s i te 
confronted with the 

are 

form of minor torture is  considered a 
admiss i on . 

b e  to  mani-





s e cret . 
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ect 
and 

her ass ess­
the bas ic 

her 
would 
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Photo: Department of Information and Extension Services 

Photo: Department of Information and Extension Services 

P late 6 .  An init iate 

from the Maprik area , 
Eas t Sepik Dis trict  

P late 7 .  Haus garamut 



While 
are 

ation ceremonies 

t o  

of  
at  Kerema 
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init iates are introduced 
the 

gongs 

task considered 
drums and 

finds i ts way into ini ti­
as i t  is ab le 

appears 
when 

a headman wishes 
his messenger 

character of his mis s i on '  
the headman can 

the ters ' 
taboo  on certain 

club 

the bul lroar er as 

t o  
between warr 
roarers were 

not 
groups  . At the 

b e tween group s  

The act 
the 

1 9 36b : 

had bo th power and 
individuals but 

fes t ivals bul l ­
confirm their 



the men 
'the 

it all 
o f  

f o r  

at 

under­
is buried 

association 



and 

load , 
the 

The 
of 
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is 
never be 

there 

sound 
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The Kuman 
lar 
that the feas t  

are 

are 
1965 : 

a s everal flutes 
a t  f o r  the next 
month before the ac tual 

three foot ins t rument 
- is uncovered by its 

will be at  the 
the f lut es are 

to dance 

away af t er a 
third o ccas ion 

undertakes 
chos en groom . 

o f  f emale contamination , the 
b lood , food 
the mos t  dras t ic 

to 
c leri cal ' 

whi ch 
In 

addi tion the flutes may be 
the deceased dies without 
flutes ; after a success ful raid on enemy ; or when a 

man ' has been killed in bat t le or 
, in order to insult another  man 

in this cas e  not the ins trument but his 
is to his 

the S iane , are mor e  t o  form a 
conclus ion to  the init iation ceremony when the young men 
return from s eclus ion . Towards the end of a on which the 
men o f  the sub- tribe have held a mea l in the men ' s  hous e the 

out all the sett lements 
and sounded This process cont inues 

o f  Gues ts a r e  summoned to 
each s tick o ff er ed repre­

are on succe s s ive 

young 

the s e t t lements o f  the gues ts . The 
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Photo: Creative Arts Centre of Papua New Guinea 

P late A flauti s t  from Chamb ri ,  Eas t Dis trict 

Photo: Creative Arts Centre o f  Papua New Guinea 

P late 9 .  A f lautis t f rom Chamb ri , Eas t Dis trict 



climax i s  reached when the go int o  the villages and 
outside the house of each man invit ed the 

the flutes thos e  associated with 
the men who have the (The 

on the s iz e  individual , not on numerical 
women are the actual 

�QU��un, the flutes r emain s i lent 

The o ther occasion 

are 
are made to  the dead . 

which is 
method of 

s ecret from the 
women , could b e  a link 
b e tween the 

with 
also 

associated but identified 
t o  the 

that are sunnnoned for 
held when a new c lub 

is  cons tructed for the headman . 
The ceremony takes dawn 
The men on the b each two them with f lutes conceal-
ed in a A lis t o f  names is called and the flutes 

a sho r t  trill when that of the to  be sunnnoned is 
reached . As the returns two f lute 

up the rear . I f  the new club 
house is the ect of  the ceremony , the are taken 
to the headman ' s  hous e f rom which may b e  heard a f ew short  
trills the remainder o f  the Next the 

wi th the flutes , sets  out for a s ecluded 
grove . From then onward flute s ounds are heard , though 
after a month this is limited to once or twice a week . As 
with the Gahuku-Gama the f lutes in actual 

when women are When the 
the f lutes make their r eapp earance to s end the 

The o ld men retire to the club where 
songs to  f lute a 

tune that the t ime has come for the women to 
lock themselves away while the the 
ins truments , returns to the b each . There the headman s ends 
the on their j ourney with a for music . 

As the las t no te is heard he o rders all The 
o f  the male f lute faces s eaward wi th the o f  the 
female f lute b ehind him . Careful to hold the 



canoe 
the 
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] ,  the 
flutes in his 
the holes , and 

them to 

o f  a head­
each 

f lee in-

be considered For the 
peop les the Kamano , Us urufa 

both at intervals 
to  ensure the 

The 
which causes b lood t o  

their noses  b led ' 
es tab ri tual 

and Geru , 

for 
are us ed as musical 

the cult house immediate 
and children. 

' agg­
ki 11; 
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Finally , there are a number of  unconnected with 
s w:pm.oning o r  ceremonial . 

( i )  Vanimo flutes may be blown before f ights or  
food  harves t and on  extensive hunts are  taken into 
the b ush and b lown t o  the hunt (Thomas 194 1 : 
185 ) . the us e o f  the b ul lroarer among the 

(ii)  Keraki fear that who have been s odomised 
init iation may b ecome To prevent 

this the wi th lime . At 
the ceremony the lime enter 
with whi tened faces , tin the manner o f  

the of the s acred pipe  
19 36 a : 20 1 ) . This b izarre 

s uch as ' feeding the flutes ' ,  
a cons ideration o f  

and i ts in myth . 

( ii i )  The the Iatmul (A) , perform­

( iv) 

ing 
ing 
o f  

i n  two important 
not a occasion ; 

in a dwelling hous e and 
The central feature is a swing-

on which i s  a figure represent-
is voyaging on a patch 

grass down the Sepik River . The p latform 
o f  leaves from it and 

concealing men underneath who alternate the p laying 
o f  flute mus ic with the of name s ongs by 
the vis ib le The ceremony , in Bateson ' s  
���u.����, is like ' all the o ther performances s taged 
by the men , a for the admiration and 
mystification o f  the women ' (Bates on 195 8 : 5 7 , 15 6 ) .  

t o  thes e ins truments . 

f lutes may be b lown in order 
19 35 : 26 )  s ome of the 

influence of the bullroarer 
pres umab ly trans ferred i t s el f  

( v )  The Manam ( B )  have an unusual cus tom by 
which flutes are b lown in the bush as a special 
honour the rites de p as sage of a 
high-born such as a chief ' s  daugh ter (Wedgwoo d  
1 9 3 3 : 1 3 4) . The flutes of  cours e remain unseen and 



) 

we noted 

the 
o f  

i llus trates the 

Kerau use f lutes 

6 1  

at  the ir death dance . The relation wi th 
ts , either of the ances tors or of the dead man , 

however not c lear . J  S chmidt 

c oncealed f lutes are 
the ritual of a 

husband ' s  father ' s  ' s ib friend ' 
handed over t o  the husband 

from a 
to  this ceremony a factor 

from els ewhere in the a rea , 
cannot be overlooked - no is availab le ,  

8 95 ) the incident as 
further con firmation of his overall inter-

has more uses outside the 
e i ther b ullroarers or sacred 

method o f  
di f ferent methods o f  

the ins trument was us ed to  accompany d ances or for 
I t  remains to mention the o c casions on which these o ccur , 

wi th additional uses with reference t o  
that there are b o th s acred and secular s li t­

may no te an overall consis 
in usage , which is 
noticeab le as more  data are availab le for ' is land ' areas 

, I J ,  than in any o ther o f  o ur 

As 
the s is used , or in ensemb les , 
out the entire area f rom 
Wri tten s ources alone 
the Kwoma and , the 
Manus , the Bismarck 

ref erence t o  the 
Is land and the Buka and 

s ources 

to s outhern 
from the 

rivers 
area , 

Manam I s land , 
B ri tain 

Ireland , 
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for this purpos e  for and 
ass ume that for 

main difference in 
as New Ireland where the 

lis ted in Tab le 
s o cial dances s ecular 

that in 
recent introduction 

whi le e ls e-

As a 
in t imes o f  Its t one 
the and women away from the 

gong as a 
entire 
we may 

' 
the latter 

note whether it 
the use of  

in which For purposes 
b e tween c ommunal mes sages and 

former intended for the ent ire 
groups  with in i t , such as the men , 

Doub t less  one o f  the mos t  we lcome communal 
the gong would be the invitation t o  a d ance or a feas t . 

the Bukawa and Yab im this rea ches s uch a o f  
refinement tha t  there a r e  di f ferent t o  indicate 
whe ther or  is on the menu 1 9 1 1 :  

Less welcome would be used in the Gazelle 
that the f eas t h ad b een pos 

In the field o f  
the Iatmul use s to  s ummon or 

this is not a 
when work takes ' clos e t o  the ceremonia l  hous e  the 
gongs are beaten f rom t ime t o  t ime t o  s timulate the workers ' 

More s 
is  mentioned in connec tion with leasant o c cas i ons . 
Thus a alarum o f  from the 

River area 1 9 1 3  
1 9 2 3 : in the P eninsula there is a 
s ickness  whi le the Kwoma 

I s land ; Mead and Parkins on 
on Manus Friederici  on  B ismarck 
P owel l  o n  New Bri tain Eberlein : 6 35 )  o n  
Gazelle ; P arkinson on New Ireland ; Fins ch ( 19 14 : 
5 on Nis s an Is land Blackwood on Buka ; and 
F ins ch : 5 39 )  on Buin . 



announce illness b ut that the sorcery 
wi ll follow 

among the Bukawa 
have a 

war is about to  be killed 

Tolai s spear-game 

war­
to the 

It is in 
connec tion with o f  death that  the gong is per­

mos t for this 
the 

In his autobio-
des c r ib es 

beaten on death o f  his 
mother gongs announce when death has 
b een c aused 190 7  and Kwoma gongs 
in the house is c lo s e  to  
death and Reed 
2 15 , On firs t o c casion at  leas t we may 
ass ume that s ac red rather than s ecular gongs are us ed . 

' 

From wri t ten accounts i t  is 
the use of gong for 

t o  dis tin­
from its  ro le 

ceremonies which may be 
The Manus ' death b eat is not 

included 
the 

b ut als o the 
t o  

ins trument i s  
o f  the Us iai o n  Manus and in 
New Ireland , ens emb les 

that 

accompany b urial ceremonies in the Gazelle In the s ame 
the gong is also used  at the dance round a 

corps e and s ounded after b urial unti l  the 

and 
2 

S ee 
( 19 3 7 : 

dead man ' s  

Parkins on 7 :  7 8 f f ; 130£  
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s ucces s ive 
to funeral ri t es 
b ones o f  the 

Personal 
dual - are 
and Bukawa 
o f  the overall 
ual dis t ribution 
may be extended 

that 

2 Lawrence 
reference is to 
to  the melodies 
t o  

to 

indivi­
the Yabim 
use 

Murik , , Kerau ; 
Bukawa ; Lawrence 

( 19 5 9  

ass umes that Lawrence ' s  
melodies rather than 

would be unable 



is 

the 

gong is 
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man s call­
indicate 

t the s end­
tha t the 

The 
s ituations is limited and 
be j us t  as  in 

of the 

but als o that  ' Gues ts are 
room at once ' or even , where the 
unders tood , as ' Failure to 
The ' economy ' of communication 

out 
man as if not more 

than voi ce A man mourns on his s li t-
gong and announces feas ts , claims anger , threats , 

Moreover 
is ' a  definit ive 
his In 
the notice of the 

dances and b ir ths o f  children , betro tha l , 
of  a or  a cas sowary 

cons t itutes 
from which a man retreats at 

his 
them ' 

ins trument the s 
for ' , the 

to communi cate and talk well , is the manif es tation 
of  man s power over hims e lf and the material world ab out 
him '  1965  

ceremonial us es o f  the s lit-
have their in the 

ceremonials flutes . Their 
ceremony has been des cribed 

data i t  is difficult to  decide whi ch 
gongs are us ed . Whi l e  it is  easy to  

conceal the s acred a dance , the s ize 
of the makes this dif ficult theref ore that  
s ecular gongs would be us ed for this purpose I f , however , 
the dance is  held near the cult house gongs could b e  
from ins ide i t  wi thout b reach of  s ecrecy and i n  view o f  the 
nature of the it would appear cer tain that the 
gongs in the cul t  h ouse the and whi ch 
are late r rubbed  with fat have a 

men celebrate the arrival 
-mons ters ) dance tunes on hand-d rums 

and s lit-gongs which are later us ed to accompany dances , 



that their usage is secular 1 9 7 0 : 6 3 ) . The 
s ound o f  the gongs attracts the at tention o f  o ther 
who .arrive to  j oin the as s oon as permits . 

may also b e  used for the arrival o f  the ��-

mons ters , b ut a the 

more  ' ' use 

b each , is 
als o  has a 

s ongs that have 
miraculous over tones to make men 

voyages in 
b ecomes b o th a ceremonia l and 

handsome b e fore 
which 
a ' commerical ' as s et 19 70 : We may as sume that 

ceremonial gongs are used for this purpose . 

The Iatmul the 
celeb ration o f  o n  the gongs very 

earlier initiation 
ceremonies . . • the s ecret gongs are b eaten day and 

, for months on end , in the upper s o f  the ceremon-
ial hous e ' 195 8  1 3 7 ) . this p eriod there 
mus t be no , or  nois e in the 
an examp le of the ' authoritarian ' o f  the ins t rument 

with that noted earlier for b ullroarers and 
flutes - no t even the of firewood . In 

it would s eem that b o th the pr in-
b e-

tween p laying the 
ins truments , in re lays 
so that one takes over f rom ano ther without a b eat 
is  to avert  For  the who le o f  
this time there is a tab o o  o n  the us e o f  secu lar gongs which , 
a t  the conclusion o f  the ceremony , is removed by b eating a 

on them 195 8 : 137n , 16 8) . 



I t  i s  from the us e and treatment o f  the ins tru-
ments under dis cuss ion that have 

as mere o f  b amb oo or wood whi ch s ound is pro-
duced as or  b enevo lent 
as b irds , as of male dominance as links with the 
ances tors o r  the s o uls o f  the dead , o r  a s  connected with the 

o f  the group . 
�cau�u.� v t o  the men and women 

o f  and the overall 
Further unders o f  their 
of the communities in 

of the rituals 

ent to refute thos e 

b ut I 

used  can b e  acquired 
more 
purpose 

are s uf f ici­
attribute no 

that ' i t is 
b ullroarer , 

my own views that 
in the minds of mos t  

[ ceremony ' . Williams ' s  
own data are in themse lves evidence of  ' es o ter i c  ' ,  
as will app ear later . At the s ame t ime his c onnnonsens e 

exis t or 
ation of 

mys teries where none 
o f  

1 
Wil liams wou ld have dismiss ed Sachs ' insi s t ence 

: 29 )  that the is ' th e  and the 
the vulva ' or that the a s l it-gong is 

a f emale abdomen vulva and the i au�1.�u� action 
w cohab itation ' , like 

Our app roach is 
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o r  fes tive 
game in 
35-6 ) 

The s econd 
asseveration 

over-serious ness  Williams 
o f  b ullroarer 

the native feas t . .  
may be called carnival 

character of a 
19 36b : 

in S chlesier ' s  

the c lan the totem ,  
the ances tors The 

to convey the voi ce 
the ances tor or ances In its  as  

o f  the ances tors the bullroarer is 
ed 

or 
when the bullroarer 
to the cultic. 

Whatever S chlies er ' s  
there is any ' fun ' about 

The evidence s ugges ts 
b o th views the s ituation 
however there 
concerned with 
ial e c t  

roarer 
initiation 

itself  as materia l  

It contains the accumulated 
o f  the ances t or whi ch , 

touched are trans ferred 
195 8 : 336 ) 

b e  it  is that 

t ruth in 

are 
the mat er-

evidence reveals s ome­
B ukawa and o ther Huon 

the 

of a dead , 

bull roarer 
the s o ul 

To what 
extent the th ree are identi fied in minds o f  the 
i t  is 
l eaves 

The Bukawa b elieve that  the s oul 
, when a pers on faints or has 

death to j oin the horde o f  

of  
may no t be  



6 9  

almo s t  all o f  whom are bad and have to  b e  
1911 On this additional 

in one can 

number o f  malevo­
A o f  inter­

o f  water fores t and f ield are 
the 

is in a non-wes tern 
that enab les the Bukawa to have i t  
i t  i s  o f  interes t to  note that the 

roarers 

The 

version o f  

form o f  a s ea-snake 
male , s ince the small s ervant 

are ref erred to as his 

the word 
the bullroarer , 
b e  an o lder 
19 11 : Ances-

tors are , however , to the 
cus tom b ullroarer , 

o f  

as male ; 
but two 
is obs cure 

for 
For 

Like 
' ,  however , are not 

ton- and one end-blown f lutes whose 
1911 : 7 ,  

Gulf the common term 
a number o f  variant 
refers a ls o  to warriors or 

in the Wes tern Gulf 
marine mons ters whi ch are 

o f  

carved o n  bullroarers 
whi ch may b e  with the s ea-snake of  the Huon 
Gul f  mentioned above Thes e  di f f erent as s ociations of the 
b ullroarer within a area that  its  would 
be derived from the comb ined effect of s everal elements the 



o f  each o f  varies from 
one time to ano ther 

to  and 

The mos t  common o f  the b ul lroarer sound is 
tha t  it  is  the voice o f  s ome 
b etween there would s eem to  b e  

the dis t -
a connec tion b e-

tween the t ale told the Mar ind-Anim o f  
tha t  the 
lives to the is among the 

s eason and comes 
two 

the 

that  
Wes t  

b een recorded . 

men him 
19 36 : 

for 

whos e  s imilar behaviour has al-

bullroar ers are used to imitate 
and Abelam 

imi tate 
mons ters 

women that the sounds are made 
the Kwoma 1 

daimons ' ;  
the voice is 

at  Moweha fen 
; and among the 

represent the voices o f  
the ceremony and , 

for the 

in 

between two 
groups  where are o f f ered , the Keraki 

have tale to account for  the s ound 
I t  may be made f lutes ) , or  cas s owaries . 
There are one or  two fictions , uu.Ln�- � , , tha t  bull-
roarers are the voices of ' certain human who visi t  the 

and demand food b ecaus e are 
, b ut leave af ter the ceremonies and or 
may b e  the mons trous snake or  crocodile , and 

relic s o f  the when all creat-
ures wer e  haunt the bush and 

See  and Reed 38 19 and ( 19 4 1 : 9 0-9 1 ) . 



water and to s trike all who s ee them with fatal illnes s . 1 

Even ini tiation , the o r  ��� 
devour the men feel that ' it is  

them out and t o  

7 1  

there is no that novices are o f fered to the 
mons ter 19 36a : 205 , , as we have 
s een , or  are  als o  names of  
totems or  ances tor s , there  is no  s ugges tion that  
anc es tors 1 9 36a : In this Williams is consis t-
ent with his that it  is difficult to unearth s ome 

eso teric ' in the bullroarer . Even at S entavi , where 
the b ullroarer is  known as the Marind-Anim ���· 

i t  is to the women not as a 
as an o ld man who , like the s ea-mons ters , comes out o f  the 
water and s its  the fire of the initiation ' to 
and harden himself ' for  the 

, who are als o within 
Holmes 

area , 
that b ullroarers are ' associa-

Amid these three themes s eem t o  b e  o f  
almos t 

the bullroarer sound is  as  that o f  a 
' 

i ts appearance is  ass ociated with feas , and 
men make up s ome s to deceive the women . 

Before inves i t  is neces sary to 
s ee to what extent 
o f  sac red flutes and 

Sacred flutes and their melodies have attracted consider-
ab le atten ti on among , in the 

areas In consequence more detai led data are avail-
ab le than fo r either the b ullroarer or  the Unfor-

' the mor e  the , the further 
it leads into the realms on 
the one hand and to  s o cial 

1 
Wil liams The reference to the trous s nake 

or crocodile ' may , however ,  b e  with the s ea-snake o f  
the Huon Gulf and the ' crocodi le ' ,  whi le the ' and 

' creatures have the s ame hab itations as the Wogeo 



women 
b irds 

So f ar 
f lutes novi c es ' 
said infuse them 

father ' o f  that 
contras t to  the 
told 

concludes 
f lutes as s o cial rather 

s ocial 

the 

t reat the 

known as nema 

is 

7 1) 
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and when needed one of flutes . 
for thei r  

have the 

alties or cut acro s s  
h e r  b ecome ' fathers 

ones . 
o f  the s ame s e t  o f  

o f  flutes i s  in their 
has a 

Whe ther or  
within the group 
f o r  future conflict o f  
a s  social and ritual 

The ' bird theme appears with the Iatmul who call 
a flute as do the Bundi when elder brother 

younger b r o ther ' s  b owl The Kuma s tress 
the Kuman introduce 
' s  s tatement 

which the 
than the ins truments ' os tens ib le 

func tion . ' As ritual are shown to  novi ces ' ,  she 
writes , the flutes are known as An es o teric 
term refers  to [ as musical Women and 
chi ldren b elieve that the s ounds are made b irds , 
the les ser  b ird o f  , which the men des crib e  as 
as b as cas s owaries . the women and chi ldren 
that when the are killed , will s ee the b irds come 
t o  the ceremonial to  drink the b lood 

are told that the b irds have 
left . ' mouths with the removed are 
as evidence Here the element of a delib erate 
hoax is upp ermos t in male-female relations . 

The Kuman o f  whi ch in every-
two and two 

Flutes als o are called and each 
name whi ch is to b e  inher-

same names are , to  
opos s ums , trees localities and 

further defined as the the 
and flutes ' are 

S ee Bateson 35 and Holtker and 
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When 

, s imilar 
Women and children , 

b ir d ,  s imi­
the fores t and 

would look 
eyes los e  their 

s ee also 6 ) . 
abo ut to 

to the b ir ds 
the men admit 
b elieve that 

1950 30 ' 
nevertheles s 

s aid  i t  
b ird ' 

is the 
�"� " � ��T ' to which Nilles 

comment : ' Some informers 
f orm of a b ird b ut is not a 

A 
additional us es 

extens ion of the term the 

s een her after 

to  mens trua l  b lood ; 
i t  can deno te a woman ' s  s exual 

may recall also the use mentioned in 
3 o f  another  man ' s  that is , 

his sacred order t o  

Gahuku-Gama f lutes are more 
for the welfare as a who le , with the 

more on the ances tors than on current sex conflicts . 
This is  not that such conflicts are abs ent rather 
that there  is  less immediate connection with the ins truments 

Like the Kuman Gahuku-Gama nama f lutes are 
as the ' o f  a b enevolent 

power ' While i ts nature is  ' difficul t to dis c over ' ,  i ts 
is  ' attes ted b o th treatment which the 

the f lutes and 
195 2  is  

of  the 
an ances tral 

functions to  the 
rite concerns 

- ' our ances tor ' - rather than a __ .___ __ _ indivi­
o f  

the 
It is the ' ceaseles s  

the fes tival that the 
element ' is 195 2 : 9 ,  
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the 

Keraki 

used in the ceremony The idea of  
flutes as  wives to  b ullroarer o ccurs als o , as  we  have 
s een ,  among the Tami Islanders 1911 : the 

as s o ciated with 

whi ch 

kinds o f  

voi ces 

!!::!::�� as 
a s tone , 

mouth in r epos e ,  
human ' s ,  

are 

for 

is  

the manner of  a a rat. In 
agree that , of  cours e the creatures are 

19 70 
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hoax f o r  i t s  own s ake . 
and hence 

is 
f lutes whi ch he considers as ' �u��.�� 
and so  extension an outs ��u��u.� 
iation o f  the male sex dras tic ini tiation ' .  E ls ewhere , 
however , in ceremonial dances ass ociat ed with ances tors o f  
the ma ternal clan , the flutes are des crib ed as ' ance s tors ' ,  
while on a third occas ion we read that ' the various s e cret 

ects , flutes 
as connected with the wood 

, 65 ) . 
that the latter are s imilar bush 

there is no 
flut es . 

For obvious reasons even the mos t  sacred is 
t o  have les s  of  an aura of  mys ab out than the 

s ecret flutes . As the sounds from all are s imilar , 
we may s uppos e that , from their with s ecular 
gongs as sound even women and uninit iated males 
could , i f  the material nature o f  the 

the ins trument 
are 

ab le show 

A decrease in does no t ,  how-
a decreas e in the with which 

is  held o r  an abs ence o f  b elief in its p ower . 
attributed to 

found in the attitude t owards 

for which data are avail­
thes e mat ters which are not 
sacred flutes 

When the Tchamb uli us e to 
vo ices , it is in unct ion with the s uper-
natural flutes 7 :  while , as no ted , Kwoma 
(A) men tell their women that  the comb ined efforts of s lit-
gongs , f lutes and b ullroarers a s ound daimons ' 
(Whiting and Reed 19 38 : Whether this ' choice ' 
of ins truments diminished b elief in the effectiveness 
of any one o f  o f  the o r  
i s  based o n  the the merrier ' mus t 

in our e ctural . The 
Kwoma at leas t have no about the power inherent in a 

attribute swarms o f  s easonal to  
crocodile called Kurumbukuas who lives in the swamp 



b etween and 
with the 

to flood the whole 

7 7  

and who s e  b elly i s  
time h e  opens h i s  mouth 

the men take 
their o ut an angry 

' one tells this 
Reed 1 9 3 8 : 192 ) . 

no details are availabl e  as to  whi ch type o f  
gongs a r e  used o r  where a r e  p layed . Even i f  secular 
gongs are taken to  the swamp , would app ear , for this 
purpos e ,  to  have s ome shade o f  about them .  

S imilar comments to  the two ( C )  myths related 
the next In the firs t a ' s  des ire for a coco­

him into contact with ' ' in the f o rm o f  a 
in the s econd , a woman ' s  

to the s ituation in which a 
leads , Eden 

man has to  make his s lit­
where i ts el f . As 

o f  the myths , 
in 

with the Iatmul (A) . Jus t 
as , on - � � ����� , we have ly demons trated 
the wide range of  
the  Kuman f lute 

associa tions of the Elema bullroarer and 

Iatmul term ---

the 
mentioned 

4) , so it can be shown that the 
refer to : 

the ceremony 

vaguely 
' ; and 

the 

The lis t is no table for its s imilari ties to  and di fferences 
Although each 

memb ers o f  
from the bul lroarer and f lute 

the 

alisations 

concerned : 
mens trual b lood where 

it is not pretended that  gener­
we can s e e  in the variety o f  inter-

varia tions to the e thos o f  
marine mons t ers for coas tal people , 

incision i s  and the 



as 
of b o th as 

The among the Iatmul 

upon the mud and 
b o th o f  the 

More for o ur of latmul 
isat ion is Bateson ' s  affirmat ion o f  the s ecret existence o f  

between thes e dif f erent manif es tations . ' Thes e 
names o f  the are many o f  them eso t eri c , and 

t o  b e  the f ac t  o f  f undamental iden-
which o f  the differentiation b e tween 

the various 195 8 : How far 
this we 
may b e  whatever i t  is , the s is 

more than a ' musical ins trument ' .  To dis cover 
with bullroarers and f lutes , it came to be so , 

we turn to  s tories that  to  their 



5 

O f  fourteen from areas B ,  C and E that the 

��� o f  the bullroarer to  s tories in whi ch it 
exis , all b ut two ass ociate its f irs t appearance 

with women . In one o f  the , from the P urari 
the b ul lroarer is made men ' no account 
is  o f  how i t  came into exis tence 19 36b : 
In the o ther , f rom the Elema , the father , Oalaia , o f  an 

pursue s  her as a mons ter that swallows 
mis take , his new he  

later  killed , the b ul lroarer is  
extended variant  o f  this s to  
the Oalea 

demands the 
, the of the b ullroarer , det er-

for the o f  women . with her 
s is ter on a mask and takes the bullroarer to 
ten the men who , however , them as women ( ' b ecaus e 

women their buttocks in that fashion when they 
dance ' )  and s ei ze the b ul lroarer approves of the 
men ' s  action and a taboo on the the b ull-
roarer from that t ime onwards 

Two o ther Elema 
roarer with initiation 

o f  link the b ull-

The Hare ( the  , makes models o f  a 
man and woman in s and and 
The mate and the woman 
b ullroarer - a ' o f  mere 
and when it  cried it made a noise  
no t a Hare informs the 

( the bullroarer , s ee 

them to lif e . 
birth t o  the 

, without flesh ; 
like a b ullroarer , 

that it is  
Later the 

1 
Williams ( 36b : If we assume a tenuous connection be-

tween earlier and later events of this , it can mean 
that the b ullroarer and are , in which case 
the bullroarer was of woman ' .  

7 9  



are 

' tails ' 
s urface 
ini tiate 

initiated 

with her 
The waves cas t up 

and grows . As the 
and a numb er o f  

a hole i n  the 

are 
as their maternal 

o f  bullroarers 
i s  in 
accounts to 
the 

The 

and pulls 
him at 

19 36b : l2 ) . 

s imilar themes , may be two 
one leads to a minor ,  

introduces the idea o f  male 
as a man who in 

a b ullroarer voice . Seen 
s earch of f ire , he is 
for him to eat . In retaliat ion 

--- and the o f  the 
from the wood o f  which 

19 36b : . In 
a c rocodi le tha t  

the ac tual 

vess e l  and emergence 
( 196  7 ) . 



Huon 

woman 
failed . 

in one 

) 

8 1  

a woman 
...;;,..._.........._....,. but is  

entrails thrown away . 

the b ul lroarer is 
the man ' s  
areas as the 

and found in 
sound i t  and 

Kiwai and the Keraki Papuans 
how the b ullroarer was created the 

the net o f  an o ld 
i t  but 

the s e cret in a 
The Busama tell how a woman , 

which flies int o  the 
, the woman b ores a hole 

Her husband borrows i t  t o  show his 
at  club hous e  who in 

the women out of the c lub , s ee the b ullroarer as a means o f  
their cult s ecret f rom the women . decide on the 

tha t  the b ullroarer is the voice o f  a which the 
women see  on o f  death , one 
woman knows and she wil l  therefore , ' at  them ' . 
The the s ecret is thus to kill the 
woman The 
to death 
that she 
the cult b ecomes an 
7 2- 7 3  195 1  

The Kai 

A woman o f  the 
dis tance s outh 
flat s ti ck 

agrees the woman is 
b uried , while the women are informed 

o gre From thi s  time onwards 
male s ecret 1 9 6 1 : 

hour ' s  
firewood . A 

the air . 
The woman t o ld brother , who decided 
t o  us e it in Feas t would be the 

and she 
that  
reques 

which the men would oy at the women ' s  exp ense .  
that  s tood in the man s way was h is s is ter ' s  

o f  the secret He t o ld her wha t  he had in mind 
advis ed her t o  kill her 

s ecret of the men would 
shocked her brother , s o  



who 

the man ' s  
herself a s  a 

to  her husband 
men who ,  to i t  

tha t  s h e  dies 

this and 
and the 

suit Tami 
the cult 
from the 

is 
makes a s ound 

a 
the o ther men and 
that  him 

s imilar way , with 
more 

tells her husband 

hide in the 

s ent away s o  
and h encefo rth 

whi le 
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Photo: J. Kunst ( 1950) 
Plate 10 . A b ullroarer decorated with feathers 

Photo: J. Kunst (1 950) 

P late 1 1 .  Bullroarers 
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The two vers ions of  the Keraki ( E )  myth introduce y e t  a 
fur ther theme - that of  b lood . In the Kwavaru vers ion the 

, Tiv ' r  and h is wife , 
a s exual malformat ion that 

this , Tiv ' r  
with the 

, are wes t .  
makes p roper intercourse 

her to  conceive . Engu 
s o  that  when she moves 

a sound . She , however , maintains that the noi s e  is 
, co ckatooes , and s o  on Tiv ' r  dis covers where 

i t  is and orders his b irds t o  s e i ze i t . ( In one version a 
lit tle l i zard s ucceeds ) .  them by 

down . Kawara ,  the , almos t s ucceeds and draws 
b lood - hence its red a little b ird , 

) ,  sna t ches the b ul lroarer from her as Engu 
and the She lies on her back 

the f irs t mens trual b lood , whi le Tiv ' r  hugs 
the bullroarer and declares tha t  henceforth i t  will b elong t o  
men 19 36a : 

The actual Keraki vers ion follows s imilar l ines but i t  is  
hims elf , who sounds 

his wife , Yuma , f rom beh ind and snatches it away . 
' It is added the b ullroarer ob tained in this 

way was 

��·.��-� 1 , from outs ide the mainland and 
ance and water , the Nor th (K) 
ess ential features o f  those  found in the Huon Gulf . A woman 
f inds the b ullroarer while f irewood and demons trates 
its powers to the o ther women , who i t  ' a  good thing ' .  
The exhib i tion is overheard the men who , reach ing 
s imilar ob tain possess ion all 
women ' very ' and 
ins trument use 
19 35 : 

i t  is the man who dreams . The latter is ins tructed that b ull­
roarers are to  be made in the men ' s  house and not shown to 
women and chi ldren as are s acred . As the woman tells her 
husband in b o th vers ions , no s ex-conf lict is involved .  This 

�== u� . .  � with the presence o f  an o ld woman at  the yam­
ceremony 

1 Williams 36a : 309 ) • 

asser tion 

of humour rather than as posses ­
� n u� · � � �u� � , a reminder in fact o f  Wi lliams ' s  

that ' there is s ome fun about i t ' . 
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four forms . 

t o  
husband 

and s o  
from snatch­
men .. 

that the 
an ogre . 

of 

women who know to  

the woman dis coverer 
or  b ro ther . 

not e  
that 

the 

b ullroarer f rom 
his wife  to show 
s e cret 
i t  is revealed 

the emergence 
, the 



the man 
the cult  hous e  

a certain tree 
or  how the go t 

is that 
voices in the 

creatures appears 
examination of a number 

b ullroarer s tories 
introduced 

o f  the flute to 
was h ims elf the 
died and was b uried 

an he was nouri shed 
of a breadfrui t tree . 

culture heroines , 
The ins truments 
dance their fill , 

o f f  to  their Nat 
the flute removes 
nois e dis turb s the 
is unnecess ary , but 

you know 
this wil l  you 

intended 
flute 

You males can them . 
thems elves you 

that ' s  the way it shall b e . 
wha t  to do won ' t  

and sweat  A las t 
lads of your s i z e  don ' t  make 

11 never grow up to  be  

found 
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the 
men -

differences 
flutes 

man ' s  mis­
o ut c ome of  

order t o  
of  

is not 
Ins tead , b ecause 

males 

the sweat of 

occur 
omi tted or men 

the 

of the Kamano 

where two 
let them 
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in 

A number 

woman 

the women' ,  
o f  b amboo and tried 
dis covered that 

o f , re-enacted 
incision or b lood-

extension o f  male­
bullroarer 

h is wife  to  
tree and threw the 

into her net 
bamboo tree and 
The 
what had made the 

a cass owary -
The man at once b uilt  a f ence 

and t o ld his 
have a way o f  

t o  cut 
s ound from them and 

acro s s  a s talk could 
firs t cas s owary . Thi s  was 

re-birth ' 

o f  
Granted that 

as an 
came into exis t-

a means of  the 
women was That the men should find 
i t  necessary and had to r es ort  to ' 
ural ' means to  further that , whatever the 

charac teris in their wi th men 
at the t ime s ubmiss ivenes s  was not one o f  them . 

where 

makes mus ic  i ts elf , 
When their husbands hear the sound 

the for 



89  

are  used the vo ices of  

a tree in  s earch of  frui t , the 
and of the 

the means 
various insects 

he hits on 
him 

the flut e 

The 

to which 

S ome men hear marvellous mus ic 
in and fo llows 

the 

flut es 
are no t to 

dis cover their 

to 

man , 

to  return and 
c ry 
s ound After 

method  is not 
the very sound 

- and 

v 
' 

morn­
: 185 ) . 

male cas t - i t  is 
the 

o f  

months . When 
outskir t s  of 

j oin in 
As s oon 

of the ins truments 
them and the men have no 

s ink b ack in­
b ut to 

196 7 : 96 ) . 
If  the men are 
reference t o  
rather a mis 
of the 

new ones 

lines 



the realm 
I t  

s uch 

the 
Kambel 

the 
o gre ' s  grave ) 

known as 
f lutes are 

ab out like 

the 

whos e  
the s li t-

are 



Plate 1 2  A man f rom 
the Eas t Dis trict 

a short  flute 
at  the Creative Arts 
Centre 

Plate . A man from 
Dis trict 

a flute 
at  the Creative Arts 
Centre 

Photo: Creative 

Photo: Creative Arts Centre of Papua New Guinea 
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of Papua New Guinea 



in 
S entani 

flute He 
and fetches 

i ts 
the 

afraid o f  
own s li t-



Human 

to But 
s tream ,  does 

selves unders 

normal 
wi fe ' s  
prepares the 
the broken j ew ' s  
gong 

feas t in the firs 
and the doub le theme 
taken for a and a 
gong is  welcomed with 

link the 
element 

obs cure 
are to ass ume that its 
now pass to the 

On the 
j us tification 
the data available 

than b ullroar ers or 
credited 
that of 
the very s i ze of 
s tored 

9 3  

the 
��.::::::::. which 

them-

Ins tead , men 
whi le their 

curi ous wife 

reflect 

to  
husband hears 

the 

, we may conc lude from 
whi le acco rded less res­

never theless are 
ritual rather than to 

s ugges ted , 
from thos e  

cannot a s  a 
b ullroarer or flute . 

of hidden power and 
less than appear as the voi ce o f  

mons ters o r  it  retains of  
in  i ts s tatements 



s tories 
o thers discovered 

fleet s ocial 
Before 
s ex conflic t 
features o f  s o cieties in 

6 

as e cts , in-

connection with initia­
the 

ins truments 
of dominant themes tha t re­

male-female relations . 
examination o f  

t o  not e  
the inst ruments either do no t 

wi thin a ceremonial context . As no ted 

Allen 

the wes t  o f  Mount 

up the s ituation for the 

o ther than the usual 
o f  sacrificial 

o rder to  maintain and inc rease the 
of the rather than to  
the women The s acred cult novices s ee 

their ini tiation are to  b e  the 
of ances tral  and Unlike the 

flutes of the thes e s tones , at leas t among the 

Allen ' s  

account ins tance 
the bullroarer 

and b o th male and 
the women are excluded f rom direct  

the men c ons ider i t  necessary 
of the 

does no t account for 
in this paper . The Tami 

appear ' o f  
, the Bukawa o f  a 



are 

9 5  

fact that 

contexts , 
In short ,  

their 
to the ab-

there­
is 

were ass-
ceremonies at which 

s uch 
matri lineal  like 

and Ros s el Is landers , 
o f  initiation rites 



1 

male-female 

the 
and 

inti-

of  eso teric ins tr.u­
useful to turn to a 

this 
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canoe or  

whos e  o ccur­
local fac tors 

is s ui tab le and 
thes e themes are the 

The Elema b ullroarer is 

Kiwai bullroarers are 
tur t le ceremonies 
are t o ld that the human 

and 
women 

food whi le their or  are  o f f ered food 
19 36a  205 ) .. In the Huon Gulf area the headman 

sounds a bullroarer to a taboo on certain foods 
feas 195 1 : 215 ) and Kamano b ul lroarers are 

whirled for a t . M .  Berndt 
89 ) . the b ullroarer men who churned 

up the 
a hunter may 
tural 
the make the ini t iates 

1911 : , whi le Lehner 
..;;._.;.;�= cult of Bukawa as ' an 

f lu tes are used  
food  dis tribution 

1 9 7 0 : the 

is 
Kuma women are 

1 
monies t o  ensure 

for men to b low 
1 0  Flutes an 

lie to the women 

mon-

use f lutes in cere­
s tress es the 

to grow 

See Newman ( 2 6 8-69 ) and Mead ( 1 9 35 : 2  

2 See  R . M .  Berndt ( 19 6 5 : ; Newman 1 965  6 7-6 8 , 

the 



variations 
the food­

areas and 
between one 

the Huon 
tor 

a link be­
with 

195 2  



men and 1950 Iatmul flutes which are at 
as ' ances tors are also at the 

feas t in honour of an individual who has j us t  died 
195 8 :  , 5 7 ) . 

On another level the b ullroarer appears as the o f  
In the Huon Gulf area carries one as 

of his official s tatus at the 
peace fes t ival bullroarers are to  auth­
enticate and warfar e  
ent ire 1 :  
roarers are 
and o rder 
s ib le to 
from the fear it  
S imilar ideas underlie 
the 

the 
b ul l -

to ensure ' law 
it  is 

o f  the b ul lroarer 

novices initiated 
and thus to 

, while the 
b ullroarer is us ed elsewhere , to  

the mos t  f eatur e of  this lis t i s  less 
the different purpos es for whi ch ins trument s  are us ed than 
the fact that are used at all .  o ccasion on which 

make their ' appearance ' is a r isk that the 
s ecrecy them will b e  on 
s uch o ccasions as the Kiwai ceremony . 
' secret ' the ' s ecrecy ' is els ewhere is cons idered lat er . )  

A s econd feature  is  the number of  o ccasions on which the 
ins truments are used outs ide an context . With the 
attent ion of  ts centred on the male cult , i t  is  

, even with the limited data avai lab le , to dis cover 
esoteric ins truments us ed on so many o ther o ccasions . From 
the it s eems reasonab le to as sume that , were 
data availab le , s imilar would be encountered e ls e-
where . 

Is i t  

See 

to  detect any feature common to thes e act­
obvious answer - s ocial welfare - is a vague 

until it is either t e rms o f  
Nowher e ,  

( 19 6 5 : and Mead ( 19 35 : 26 )  



o f  the 

themselves but 
now falls 

would be no need 
ins trument s  

ins truments a r e  used f o r  the 
would appear so obvious as 

were it  not for the final 
relations . P revious ex-

of eso teric  inst ruments in 
their use at cere-

this b ack-

are character-
or  attitude it 

reas s es sment of  
outs ide the male cul t , 
of  the 

in mind in 

themes 
wi th the 

of inter-

con­
done for 

in relat ion to 
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The mos t  obvious of  all three ins truments 
as us ed in a 
their usage 

context is the s ecrecy 
without reason are referred t o  as 

' secret 
s uch 

ins truments from this are 
groups  are to the s ecret and 

which are not ?  s anctions are involved i n  the mainten-
ance o f  i s  i t  necess ary f o r  the ins trument s  t o  
b e  s ecret ? Wha t  social function i s  s erved thi s  
How s ecret a r e  the ins trument s  i n  And a r e  b ull-
roarers , flutes and rather than o ther ins t ruments 
selected for this 

The answers to the firs t two have b een 
For the of s o cieties for which data are 

availab le the view is that init iated males are 
to the s ecret , whi le the mos t  s evere for any 

woman who dis covers i t  is  immediate death . o f  ' the 
view ' is , however , without s 

i t . The answer ,  on the s ur face at  leas t ,  is that 
b o th the and women concerned and the 

b ut a few 
Marind women , we 

b ul lroarer under threat o f  

from dif ferent 

women dare no t pry into the s e crets of the 
of it  means immediate death 

the Huon Gulf area there are 
19 20 ; among the 

and the are not allowed 

the 
in 

whi le it is s ounded at initiation and if found there will die 
means , while Busama women and children , 

been to ld that the b ul lroarer is the voice o f  an enor-
mous crocodile to  hide on i t , ' on 

of death ' res t ri c t ions on women and 
uninit iated young men ; in Wes t  New Britain the 

2 

to women and is  a ' tabo o  ins trument ' among the 
the use i t  at initiation to s care women , as 

Buka - ' in the o ld 
o f  one , 

S ee Lehner 

See Parkins on 
3 

See Laufer 
9 35 :  

Parkins on : 5 85 ) ; and Blackwood  



ments 

taken 

there 

that 

See Read Nilles 

a woman who 

Keraki initiates are 
secrets themse lve s , 

exe cution at the 
at the conclu­

Huon Gulf are warned 
the uninit iated 

that the f lutes mus t never 
3 8 : 

or 
without 

are 
reveal their 
lis t  however 

the fate s tore , availab le 



103  

the  ulti­
acco unt , 

als o among the 
chi ldren retire t o  

' f rom the men ' s  
the women and , i f  
t o  s e crecy rather 

, Kwoma , 
Kuman , Gahuku­
crocodiles , 

groups 
o thers choose an 

their own area . 
b e tween the mundan­

the s uper­
belief . 

marine mons ters . 
s s tatements sugges ts that 

cannot avoid 
women taken in 

b e lieved . 

men themselves deceived when 
their Is there ,  

connivance without which the who le p ro cess 

Kai when ' at 
s o  curious that  

thrown into the 

comments on the fate of  Iatmul women who dis cover the 



Before t o  ass es s  the evidence from the 
it may be useful to  recall the 

ini tiation ceremonies as i llus trations 
beliefs o f  the ts . To 

of  instruments s way to  male 

women and vice vers a . 
conflict men cannot women ' in 

' and f ear their  ridicule . 
o f  initiation and the male cult and 

mens trual  b lood as themes . 

In many the themes are s o  interwoven that i t  i s  
to determine the dominant e lement The Keraki 

b ul lroarer , in whi ch Kamb el s ucceeds in 
the bullroarer from his wife ' s  , emb od ies 

a ll three main themes and b o th ones . The ins t ru-
ment with the female b ut passes  to the male , 

af ter conf l i ct b e tween the two and on the part 
of  b o th .  The end is initiation for men and mens t ru-

ation 19 36a : Elema show 
women as men as the final owners and a 

dif ferent s lant in s ex relations as i t  is the women 
on the men 19 36b : l2-

o ffers a further variant in that 
while the passage from female to  male is , the flute 
is e c ted It should be no ted however , that the 
flutes s o  men are inf erior to  the as 

thems e lves . The culture  hero is the 
he is  hims e lf de ceived and s addled with a ' no b low-

no grow ' 19 7 0 : S ince 
the flute is neces sary to and 
the man in the 
in men 

If the functions of  
are as 

attitudes in the young 
their o ccurrence is 
isation with 

may b e  

results 

own accord 

are t o  act as ' ��� u �.�u.� � 

are and to  inculcate 
and reinforce them in adults , then 

in relation to s ocial organ­
to local conditions . In shor t , 

as accounts o f  
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' gave way t o  male dominance 
j us tification of that 

ques tion is 
, do need 

The answer would appear 
The in-

women as innovators , even i f  
i n  the man ' eventual t o  

further dimens ion 
initiation as a 

f rom f emale influence and h is 
' on the two 

revelation of  s ecrets and 
group group B o th may be 

more  than the o the r , or  may 
the revelation itself  may 

feature o f  the ceremony , or  the 
may be one o f  mus i c ' to  in-

Orokaiva or Kiwai the actual 
���U-�A.�� , whi le in contras t 

appear t o  a s  much , i f  n o t  more , 
The fac t that s ome groups  p rac­

incis ion and a third group 
matters less than the act ion o f  

common to  a l l  three and the 
the flute le 

art ificial 
mens truation of a 
levelled 

mentioned 
all o f  the contention that b o th 
and o ther activities 
ities absorb ed s ince 
women the mo ther 

rid the novi ce 
clo s e  contac t with 

1 
2 that ' the of the flutes 

is revelation 
c ontradict this ; the mos t  

need not b e  mos t  
, however what  

ance - the wr iter had in 



s ituation as s een 
however wide 

ual intercours e is 
two o f  

way fo r b o th 

whatever its theoretical 

ous 
that women are 

variat­
the ini t iates 

females than from 
to  

men mus t 
the 

wife or make the man 
and Abelam view that 

after chi ld­
of a wider 

men and women . 

no t mis lead us : a 
s ides and i f  s ex­

necess i  ta tes 
in the 

the Gahuku-Gama who ho ld 
the woman is 

a woman is  

the mal e  cul t , 

to men canno t b e  dismiss ed as unt enab le . 
further in this 

b o th male 
attitudes the male cult and i ts 
as so ciated ins truments 

A minor the men ' s  
wi th The 

is a e ct ,  



1 0 7  

serious may account for 
one hand there is Wil liams s 

Elema b ul lroarer has ' some 
oy women 

to create the fear ful 
and to  show o f f  their ski ll 

conc lude that the r ecreational 
than any o ther ' appears an unwar­

On the 
if  the Busama 

woman dis coverer and s ee the 
the women in their 

of  the women was 
am convinced that , this 

be  i t  would be  a mis take 
The two are no t 

o ccurs in b oth 
the satis fac tion 

as a mons trous 
tion in re-

to that the 
the wool over the 

the b elie f that 
if relations b e tween them are hos tile . ! of  a 

humour appears among the S iane men who 
the women have ' ,  that is 

them that the angry and mus t  

method which 
hoax women whos e  

covered b askets 
that are 

cons ternation ' 
contain either a live oposs um or a snake 

The incident is in that 
ins truments are and i ts 
connivance of  o ther women who have 

received s imilar treatment . One would like to 
know whe ther women s reaction is cons t ernation , 

have b een forewarned members of  thei r s ex al-
the know . If  the latter , one wonders who is  

if not , one cannot avoid co l la-
borat ion b e tween mothers of initiated s ons and the men 
�M��uu t the mo thers of  the uninitiated E i ther way , the f acts  
would appear to  b eliefs 



the women ' s  
' have s tolen 
doub t  the 

on the 
exper-

the s ame 
The 

effec t ive because 
context of s o cial 

express no 

is 
o f  

Af t er 

have deceived them but  
were convinced 

mus t b e  taken very 
then was directed 

half o f  the 
reve lation of the 
in ant i-female s enti­
s at is fact ion of 

when an 
younger and sworn t o  

on 
and that the trus ted 

sub ordinate to  more dir-
or to male 

s e lected vary t o  
whi ch i s  its elf the 

the net effect  would app ear 
Abe lam men may 

women and exclude them f rom cere­
the 

their unborn 
S iane men may comb ine 

in the women that the 
s o unds would kill them if  

' The s exes were in  s ub s tance were akin 
certain times the s ame 

were outs ide the 
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and could never 
Wha tever the difference 

ive or  
vinces 

The is d el ib erate , as there is 
ins i s t ence owes less t o  

conviction his I f  men 
believed 

admit to  fear o f  
The firs t i s  

' Should w e  show this f lute t o  our 
women and at us and we men would 
lose all over the s ec ond his s tatement 
that v the s s ex as s uch i s  considered men as 
ous ' Read s tres sed : 6 , s imilar 
attitudes among the Gahuku-Gama where informants 
the s ame words as those of  the Kuman : 
women know o f  the flutes ] " ,  the men 
n would at ' and later ' The female is 
in itself  considered t o  be inimical to  men ' Read ass es s es 

2 :  the o f  the firs t s tatement as ' more 
than male emb arrassment is felt that the who le 
social s tructure o f  male would be threatened 
the while men know that human 

not 
for 
The 

the tunes and agree that the bird does 
maintain that the who le invented 

exp res s purpose of the women and children ' .  
o f  Nil les ' s  Kuman informant are even more 

If the men would ' lose  all ' 
them the flutes and 

ridicule , then either the 
infini tesimal or their 
entire s o cial s tructure  can be 

res ts on 
so extreme that the 

a woman ' s  

Thes e  are from flute cultures in whi ch 
dif ferentiation and i ts associated appears at 

of the men s and 
be t raced t o  a be lief 

In Read ' s  

Men feel that women are not content with their ro le . 
f ee l  indeed , that need t o  maintain a cons tant  





women 
not a 

1 1 1  

�V � � Q � O � U , this mus t 
f al lacies o f  this 

ass umes 
auto­

can do two 
or leave it The ' s  

that the women may 
o f  their own not t ake 

in relation to 

It is 
where there 

the men have 
are t o ld their ceremony ass oc iated with firs t 

that the sounds f rom the hous e  are 
on 

the 
of a case and 

In the firs t 
the Gahuku-Gama , I atmul men fear ' the 

however i s  no t 
o f  s ecrets s o  much as 

ical blunder in 
mus ic  which will 

the men as a 
s i t uation shows the more ' in timate 

of  Iatmul in that  the 

Kuman and 
the women ' .  

at 

on the c ont r ary , 
to  the men ' s  nee d  t o  some-
deserve the women ' s  admirati on ; and ) the men ' s  

des ire to  maintain their  at all  cos ts 



to his 

t o  the s ecrets 
with a perverseness of behaviour 

calls ' o f f  their 
fellow ' s  face ' one of  

up  a tree , on the 
is chased  it  

men 

dis covers a 
nei ther 

thes e  flutes are 

ins truments 

hous e and smash his 

the mat ter  
young man ' s  

c ontent with this the 
the unior  ceremonial and o ther 

all uninitiated 

As a final 
discovered  

con-

far ' 
to humiliate p reserve 
the s a cred gongs from the c eremonial house , 

s c re en round them on the and not 
gongs t o  the women b ut hand over the s acred 

them 195 8 :  

may consider the cas e where a woman 
tunes on j ew ' 

s o  f inds young men open-
' a ' j unior  of the 

that ' a  woman all 
-
o

-
u

""""
r

-

the men who raid woman ' house and 



b reak 

and whi le i t  is 
ass ume that 

for her husband 
intimate nature 
tween husb and and 
how ' s ecre t ' are 

Elsewhere 
who dis cover 
cases I have 

and 
has 

s ecrets . 

1 1 3 

as s is tance 

the firs t 

as a 
retorts : ' What , 

Mwaimali 
the truth -

us t once 

that  women 
killed in the few 

b eaten and fined 
I f  this 

the s ec recy ' 
rumours that any o ther woman 

int roduces fur ther 
when the Iatmul att itude towards 
wi th that of the Gahuku-Gama and 

who also possess  vertical f lutes but 
hide them . We thus have the 

s ituation in 
dominance is women to see s ome 

a whi ch there is  
sex and where in s ome cases , ' it is 
wife who wears the trousers ' ) ,  refuses t o  

Allen v s main 
direct  correlation b e tween the 

allow women f lutes 
thesis 
secrecy of  
and s o c ial s tructure 

the ass ociated ins truments ) 
as r evealed in the of male-

1 
Bateson s ecret 

the s e  as ' an 
, a row of three 

normal c losed 
a faint not e ' and so enab le 

secrecy to  be maintained . The three no tes are tho s e  ' used  
in  f lute due t s  s o  that a can s i t  down alone and 
or new f o r  the f lutes ' .  
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Photo : Department of Information and Extension Services 
P late 1 4 . A carved Eas t Dis trict 

Photo: R.J. May 
P late 1 5 . Aseki of the Morob e  Dis trict the 



ac commodate 

a very 
s o  
s olute b an o n  women 
when no t in action 
b ul lroarer as a 
i f  
205 ) 
the re 
nivance in the 
even known t o  
Abe lam women d o  
s ounds are made 

and 

wood des cribes 
ations for a 

o f  the mys 
are to believe 
voi ce which is heard 
women ' s  attitude is not 
the the s ac red f lutes 
women . Of the 
females are 
s ion is that 
who le o f  
their  
attitude is  s ugges ted 

l l5 

men s trive 
no ab­

leas t 
s ee the 

that 

is 

whi le among 
are ' no abs olute secre t ' from the 

7 0 : writes : ' How far the 
ass es s . . 
goes on , 

continue 
o f  women ' s  

s firs t 
mens truation - activities whi ch the 

were that the 

See Blackwo od and Holkter 
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and no The women 
' lewd dances ; s ome 

cause 
mannerisms of their 
banana and coconuts 

a 
their skirt , would ridicule the male 

the 
not 
not as as 

Iatmul women als o ' know that 
of bamboo , but 
19 35 ) . If 

dances , which the men likewise dismis s 

do 

not worth at ' ,  that is , too 
reveal a s imi lar 

not wish the 
attitude 

a dance which 
action ' fo ll-

one in two women took up ' one o f  the s tandard 
for s exual intercours e '  and the 

o f  in time t o  the beat o f  the s ong ' with 
in a ' j  I t  would appear 
Iatmul women could learn lit tle from the 

s Lib ' when the attitude o f  
the latter i s  more akin to  that o f  Gahuku-Gama men 
Kuma men s ay that women be lieve that the f lutes 
the voice of the , ' in 
lit tle t o  s e crecy or  
On  the , the evidence s ugges ts 
may be the women who attach more 
the relates 
women f rom the eas tern group learned the men ' s  

whi le friends who now knew the se cret , 
' in the p res ence o f  their husb and ' s  group , s imulated 

' ,  and Bateson adds that the Iatmul men ' s  
asser tion that ' the who le will be shamed if  
the flutes are ' is ' of the truth ' . When 
mis s ionaries local trained to  the 
f lutes before Iatmul women , i t  was evident ' that 

..;;;....;;.. __ were ut ashamed ' ) .  Allen s ummaris es 
: 6 8)  the Tchamb uli s ituation as fo llows ' The f lutes , 

gongs and masks are all t o  be male s e crets , b ut 
the women know and t:1e men know that know . 
The women say the of male secrecy 
so that the not be embarras s ed and also to  ensure 
their own o f  the dances and masked dramas ' .  

we return t o  the Gahuku-Gama and ask whe ther the 

women there the ' to know the men ' s  
s ecrets and and , more 
what make of it  2 that 
men agree that women know the s ecrets of the f lutes ' 
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adds : ' I  think i t  that the women were deceived in 
the pas t ' . The men make no to conceal the flutes 
when are taken and i t  would b e  easy 

the ects the sky lines 
and as sociate them with the non-secret verti cal 

which are als o made from bamboo Read ' s  

to mis lead 

terms of  s ocial function : ' In short , women 
devis ed the 

The e le-
ment of deceit ficance . • .  in a culture 
which an ext reme on the dif f erential 
ance of men ' . If this is  s o , what are we to  make of the 

as sertion that the men ' need t o  maintain a 
, and that 

, are i t ' 
earlier that men ' s  argument 

f ailed b ecause it refus ed to admit that  the women might have 
the but did not take it . We could have gone on 
to that the men ' s  refusal to  admit this 
was due to the o f  an ult imate t o  their  s elf-
es teem .  To  fois t of f the onto the women doub t less 

the that the women 
are deceived . To continue the b e lief if some 
women dis covered the secret and to us e i t  agains t 
the men would likewis e  caus e  the males to c lo s e  ranks and 
convince them o f  the need for even But 
to  dis cover that the women knew and 

could either indifference 
wh ich , in the extremis t 

Gahuku-Gama , would make the men appear like l i t t le 
who had to  be humoured the women t o  accep t 

their make-believe . S uch a s i tuation would b e  a f inal b low 
to the men ' s  and , therefore , one not to  b e  avoided 
at all cos ts  b ut even inadmis sab le in 

The women know the men ' s  s e crets 
not to in order no t to  the men ' s  

The men no t know that  the women know and 
b ut thems e lves that the women do not 

b elieve the s tories whi ch themselves 
admit are I venture to  s ugges t that this s ys tem 
of  mutual connivance which exis ts among the Gahuku-Gama , in 
which s ex-di fferentiation appears at i t s  mos t extreme , is 
found e ls ewhere with now on one aspect , now on 
another , in acco rdance with the male-female ethos and s o cial 
relations of the The works , and 

has at i ts 

, becaus e i t  is 
, b ecause i t  

to make i t  work . 
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wanted to could wreck i t  - as could the 
that wishes to  dis turb the 

it  allows the men o f  one group to  think they 
their women and thos e  of another to appear 

on of  much the b e t ter . No  one , 
interes t 

from the Gahuku­
who , to demons t rate 

to  f ear from these pagan 
to his 

upon all women f led that the 
the 

himself ' 

The 
o f  

has us b ack to the central ect 
the eso teric ins truments of  New 

At the risk o f  I would b e  
to  argue that 

human nature is 
for s ome advanced forms o f  

such that a of  b eliefs 
b ecomes more  has  a ' cult ect ' to  
whi ch is  attached an 
have the eucharis t Mos lems 
o f  the Mas ter the Gahuku-Gama their 
Keraki their b ullroarers . In this 
( 19 5 2  is 

Chris tians 
Buddh is t s  their s tatues 

sacred and the 
Read ' s  conclusion 

The f lutes are a focus of s entiments and attitudes 
t o  the ] a who le , a 

, o f  the 
activit ies and male values 

any b e lief , the cul t  
i s  b oth an index o f  male dominance and an ins ti tution 

to maintain the of male 

This doub t less  is what the men 
That i t  contradicts the facts as s tated 

the male , no less than 
is open to , 

of  the s ex may b e  called 
, no les s than that 

based on mutual connivance of 
until  Women ' s  Lib er ation 

the male 

Gahuku-Gama , is 
- at leas t 

the balance by 
The s acred 

f lutes the b ullroarer and t o  a les ser extent , the 
are b o th les s and more than Read would have us be lieve . On 
one leve l may b e  a s  the mechanism 
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which the whole Earlier we that 
the common factor b etween our ins truments was to be found in 
mus ical are all ins trument s  whos e  ' voices ' 
can b e  heard over a considerab le dis t ance . The obvious 

is , in this cas e , s till  the mos t  
Bul lroarers , flutes and are s elected for their 
purpos e  b ecaus e are the ins truments suitab le fo r 
i t . Traditional ins truments such as rattles , 
tub es ,  j ew ' s  or  even vertical f lutes lack the 
power for  the dis tances over  whi ch it is necessary that the 

' should b e  heard the contend er , the 
o r  which is  found 

New , is too well 
as a ever t o  of  ' secret ' 

ins trument . 

Moreover , as S achs has 
from a techni cal 
about the method 
b ul lroarer , s ound 
o f  wood  o r  taut skin may b e  
b ecaus e one i s  aware that the s triker comes 
with another 

wood  on a 

, there is , 
mys terious 

the 

a s ound Nor is i t  a familiar or  
b ut one that ' otherworldliness ' . It  

i s  not that the dis coverers of the 
b ullroarer ran away on firs t i t  The 
sugges ts als o the react ion and it is 
to decide whe ther children are terrified the sound of  the 
b ullroarer b e caus e  of intrinsi c  
i t s elf , because a r e  unaware  o f  the 

in the s ound 
s ource , or b ecause 

have b e en condit ioned into 
r eaction One may a t  leas 

doub t whe ther a shell rattle or  j ew ' s 
ever have the s ame effect . 

the 
t o  

could 

I f  Read ' s  ass essment o f  the Gahuku-Gama 
f lute is no , his enthusias t ic conclus ion 

to  whi ch the o f  data 
not the t ime has l ed us : ' The force which the 

is  the power o f  itself 
express their  faith in a way o f  life , 

them the of its  cons t i tution is 
reaff i rmed and a tt es ted ' 1 9 5 2 : Bateson ( 1 9 35 : 1 6 8 )  
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was in of  Iatmlil init ia tion : 
' Thus the f lutes are the into which the is  
ini t iated , and the themse lves may seem 

and at b es t  not very , without them there 
would b e  no initiation , no of the s exes , no 
ceremonial hous e and no b eautiful c eremonies ' .  Taken to i t s  

this means tha t  there would b e  n o  I atmlil 
culture as he knew i t ; fo r i t  esot eric ins truments 
and their as s ociated male-f emale 
balance maintains that s tasis ' which we 
mentioned at B o th male and f emale connivance in 

rituals and o f  
forces to  ens ur e  the s urvival 

i ts inhab itants s e e  i t . 
much a in New Guinea 

tradi tional ' advanced ' wes tern ones 
tLe media at of the ts no means 
the leas t are a hollow b amboo tub e ,  a carved out 
wi th a narrow s li t  and a thin o f  wood attached to a 
wand a o f  



was writt en in New Guinea and 
of r evised the author moved to 

I t  may thus not b e  without interes t that in 
r es earches into wri t t en accounts of 

music  I came acros s  the extracts 
ceremonial in belt ' : 

. . .  we f ind also the - the embodiment , 
it  would s eem, o f  the o f  
of  the of the f ounder o f  

, and 
o r  tribe  . . .  

Among many trib es , however , the is  s eldom s een 
at the t ime of when the are 
b efore him and initiated into the trib al mys teries . The 
uninitiated b elieve that the circumcis ion is by 
the h ims elf ; and if any d ies the rites , 
his that the has swallowed h im !  
(Meek 

, at s ome future  
to  this p aper with the 

s o f  
�=::.:::::� Rides 

snippets as cry o f  
over the end o f  which i s  
bullroarer is  also us ed for  
Af ter whi ch , one would b e  almos t 
' All thos e  t r ibes who have the 

there may app ear a 
academic 

has 
of what , 

no further 
collect s uch 

through a 
web . The 

1 9 25 : 2 1) . 

admit that 
the int imidation o f  women is  a main 
(Meek 25 : the 
rites by a mor e  ' advanced ' mono theistic  
the permanent o f  women far more  
ever the ' ances tors ' were ab le to  

New Guinea may be 
o f  es o teric ins truments can 
them . In the end the 

many ways but its  use 
b e  numb ered among 

one is  lef t 
in how many o ther little known corners o f  the world are men 
and women to whom the sounds o f  s ec ret ins truments were once 

1 2 1  

t� e 



1 22 

and s till are for tho s e  who c an hear 
them - as the Voice of the 
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30 , 3 2 ,  35 , 50 , 5 6 ,  5 9 ,  7 1 ,  7 3 ,  97 , 99 , 
102 ; Huon Gulf (C) , 26 , 27 , 29 , 30 , 46 ; 
Madang (B) , 1 4 ,  27n,  29n , 30 , 3 2 ,  35 , 
49 , 55 , 59 , 60 , 73 , 102 ; Papuan Gulf (E) , 
15 , 26 , 27 , 29 , 30 , 3 2 ,  60 ; Sepik (A) , 
14 , 28n ,  29 , 30 , 32n , 35 , 49 , 55 , 58 , 
5 9 ,  6 0 ,  7 3 ,  75 , 9 7 ,  9 8 ,  9 9 ,  102 ; � 
also culture areas 

Sacred flutes of the : Arapesh , 32n , 6 1 ,  99 ; 
Banaro , 27n , 62 ; Bundi ,  27n , 29n , 30 , 
3 2 ,  35 , 73 ; Gahuku-Gama , 27n,  2 8-9 , 
30- 1 ,  35 , 56 , 5 8 ,  7 1 , 102 ; Gururumb a ,  
5 9 ,  9 7 ; Iatmul , 27 ,  29 , 29n , 30 , 35 , 60 , 
6 1 ,  7 3 ;  Kamano , 28 , 102 ;  Kaup , 29 , 6 1 ;  
Keraki , 26 , 27 , 30 , 32 , 60 ; Kerau , 29 , 
6 1 ;  Kerema , 26 ; Kuma , 59 ; Kuman , 27 , 
30 , 3 2 ,  35 , 5 5 , 7 3 ,  99 , 102 ; Kwoma , 2 7 , 
29 , 30 ,  103 ; Manam Islanders , 6 1 ,  103 ; 
Mundugumor ,  28-9 , 35 ; Murik, 28 , 6 1 ;  
Ngaing , 55 , 59 ; Nondugl ,  5 9 ;  Orokaiva , 
26-30 , 46 ; Siane , 30 , 56 , 5 8 ,  7 1 ,  99 , 
102 ; Tchambuli , 35 ; Vanimo , 32n, 55 , 60 , 
9 8 ;  Wogeo , 29 , 29n ,  30 , 35 , 5 5 ,  5 8 ,  5 9 , 
97  



S carification , 47n,  5 3 ,  105 ; see also 
initiation 

S epik (A) , 1 4 ,  1 8 ,  2 4 ,  26 , 2 8 ,  28n, 
3 2n ,  35 , 37 , 39 , 40 , 50 , 5 5 ,  5 8 ,  
5 9 ,  6 0 ,  6 1 ,  6 2 ,  6 3 ,  6 4 ,  65 , 6 6 , 70 , 
7 3 ,  75 , 7 6 ,  7 7 ,  7 8 ,  86 , 97 , 9 8 ,  99 , 
102 

Sexual contact ,  34,  106 ; see also 
inter-sex relations 

S lit-gong , as cult obj ect , 1 ,  1 12 ,  
1 1 3 ;  as esoteric obj ec t ,  37 ; as 
symb o l ,  76-8 ; classification of , 
39 , 6 1 ;  description o f ,  19 , 35 ; in 
ini tiation , 1 ,  1 7 ,  5 1 ;  manufacture 
o f , 37 ; ownership o f ,  39 ; playing , 
38n , 39 ; rhythm, 39 , 6 3 ,  6 4 ;  s torage 
of , 39 ; s tories o f  o rigin , 90- 3 ;  
uses of , 38n ,  39 , 5 1 ,  6 1�66 

Slit-gong in : Bougainville (K) , 1 7 ,  37 , 
38n, 39 , 39n, 6 1 ,  64 ; Eastern Papua 
( G) , 1 6 ;  Highlands flute are (D) , 
15 ; Huon Gulf (C) , 15 ; Madang (B) , 
14 , 37-8 , 3 9 ,  40 , 6 4 ,  6 5 ,  90 , 9 2 ;  
Manus ( I ) , 1 7 ,  35 , 39 , 6 3 ;  New 
Britain (H) , 16 , 37 , 6 2 ,  6 3 ,  90 ; 
New Ireland (J) , 17 ; S ep ik (A) , 1 4 ,  
35 , 37 , 38 , 39 , 40 , 6 1 , 6 2 ,  6 3 ,  6 4 , 
65 , 6 6 , 76 , 7 7 ,  7 8 ,  9 2 ,  99 ; see also 
culture areas 

S li t- gong o f  the : Ai tap e ,  6 3 ;  Iatmul , 
39 , 6 2 ,  6 7 ,  7 7 ,  7 8 ,  9 9 ; Kwoma , 39 , 
40 , 62 , 6 3 ,  76 ; Ngaing , 37 , 39 , 6 4 , 
90 ; S ulka , 6 3 ;  Tangu, 37 , 40 , 6 4 ,  
6 5 , 9 2 ; Tchambuli , 39 , , 76 ; Tolai , 
6 3 ;  Vanimo , 39 ; Wogeo , 65 , 92 

Sodomy , 4 4 ,  45 , 6 0 ;  initiation 
Supernatural beings , 2 1 ,  26 , 

4 1 ,  42n ,  44 , 45 , 47 , 58 , 5 9 ,  60 , 
6 4 ,  65 , 6 8 ,  69 , 70 , 7 1 ,  72 , 75 , 76 , 
79 , 8 4 ,  9 8- 100 ; and ins truments , 
67-

Taboo , 1 ,  38n, 4 2 ,  94,  9 7 ,  102 ; see 
also initiation 

Trumpet , 14 , 1 8  
Tunes , � melody 

Umboi I sland , 15  

Xylophone , 18  
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