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TS—treated as strictly confidential until_EjlMaad.._faF . 
publication on the MORNING of TCESlMiY, 3rd MARCH, 1^1.

COST 0? FOOD AHD QBOiMlES, JAMUARY, 1331.
The results of the inveetigations made under the dir'ection of the 

Minister for Home Affairs by the Coiamon-.vaiilth Statistician and Actuary, 
(Mr. Ch’-S. ¡1. iTickens), as to the price of food and groceries (46 commodities) 
have been made available for the month of January, 1931.

chavce of base ranicD. S-.Bcial attention is directed to the base
period to which the index numbers in the attechel tables are computed. In
tabulations of retail prices of food and groceries prior to and including December, 
1129, the baas (lOOO) to which the index numbers were computed was the weighted 
average aggregate cost in the year, 1911, for the eix Capital Cities of the
coiimodities included in the investigations. The desirability of computing
retail price indexes on a post-war-period base w-us considered by a Conference of 
Statisticians and it was resolved that the period of five years, 1923-27, be 
adoited as base for retail price indexes as from January, 1950.

it is ir.ter.ded to continue the cccij-utRtion of the retail price index
nu-;ihers (food, groceries and rent of all houses) ueed by the Commonwealth Court
of Conciliation and Arbitration in the determination and adjustment of rates of 
wage on the original base, vis., year 1911 = lOCC, and to publish these figures 
in the -Quarterly Summary of australiar. Statistics.

Compared with the previous month, December, 1930, an increase under 
ore per cent (0.6) was recorded in the case of the 30 principal towns regarded 
as a whole, and a similar increase in the weighted average for the Six Capital
Cities of the Coaraonvrealth. In four States increases were recorded when corararad... ..... -------- ------- ------------------------ ----------  —,
with the previous month, Queensland with an increase of 2.4/. showing the greatest 
rise, then aestern Australia, l.Sjl; South Australia, 0.9^j and Victoria, 0.8%; 
The remaining States showed decreases, Tusoani« with O.SjI registering the greater 
fall, -while South Vales showed a fall of 0.3^.

South Australia, 0.9^j

Compared vdth the corre.sponding month, January, of lest year, decreases 
were recorded in all of the States, South Australia with a decrease of 15.7^ 
registered the greatest, followed by Western Australia, 15,1^;

Hew South '.Vales, 10.9^i .................. —<Tasioania, 11.ft-! end Victoria, lC'.4fí.

f
J

of 15.7<.
Queensland, 13.3^!
The weighted

a 'jrtiole •//os 576 in January, 1931,average ii.'lex number for the 30 Towns considered as . ---- . -
compared -,-ith 193 in January, 1930, a decrease of 11.8^. In the following table,
particular.s are given in the fern of indeji numbers of the irice lovel.s of food 
and groceries .in January, 1931, compared -oith July, 1914, the base period, 1933-1927,
January, 19.10, and lecember, 193C,
January, 1931, ocapared with July, 1914 is shown.

it. the last colui.m the percentage increase in
The base, 1000, to vfhich the

index numbers are computed, ie the weighted average ago-regate cost in the recently 
adopted five-yearly base period, 1123-1927, for the six Capital Cities of the
coriiQodttieo included in the investigations- The increañe in the cost sirice July, 19x4,
■was greatest in Nev' South i/ales, 40.3*», follo-wed in the order named by Victoria, 
3'''.9%; Queensland, 32-9%; Tasi.-iajiis, 30.8%; South Australia, 22.5%; and i'ostern
Australia, 12.35>.
was 34.6^.

The increase in the 30 'Towns considered as a whole since July,1914;
The actual cost of the regimen of food and groceries for the month of

In the caseJanuary, 1931, was highest in Nan- South 'iiales, and lowee-t in Queensland, 
of t’ne individual towno, the cost was greatest in Broken Hill ahd lowu.st in Toowoomba.
Compared u'ith the previous month prices of flour, mutton ai'.d pork sho'wed a general 
tendency towards a lower level, while bread, milk and horn were lower in price in a
number of the towns.
higher prices in the majority of the 'bvnis.

'"ea, potatoes, onions and butter, on the other hand, showed
Bread, flour, milk, e.;,ge, and ell cuts of

meat were retailed at reduced prices in Sydney, while tea, jam, butter, poxatnes, and
onions were higher in price. In Melbourne, bread, flour, and milk showed reductions.
while increases were recorded tn the prices of tea, potatoes, onions, butter, bacon and
ham. .
Brisbane.

Tea, potatoes, onions, cheese, epys, beef, and mutton were at increaeed prices in
iork, on the other hand, was lower in price in that city. In Adelaide, flour,

potatoes and eggs were slightly lower in price, 'shile tea, butter, cheese and ham
Flour, -tea, mill , ham, and meat showed reduced prices in Forth, 

fotc-toes, onions, butt er, and egf7,o, on the other hand, ware higher in price. Flour 
(otstoas, cheese, eggs, bacon, ham, and all cuts of meat were lower in price in Hobart, 
while tea, onions, and butter were retailed at higher prices in that city.

showed increases.
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RETAIL laicii. Iliü^xas.
UF°*' the cost of -food and Oroceries only.

January, 1931.
Retail Frice Index Numbers ^or each of the

Frinci^l Towns ir. Australia for the period spedj'ieJ. 
ii'ei-htod ~average cost In the Six Ggyltal flities durrnp the fivs-yesrly 

period, }.925-'1927 * fOOO.

Town.

ydnev 
ewcastle 
rolen Hill 

iltiirn .. 
athurst ..
eifhtad Aver
ales (5 TownoJ

li.S

(i ulbourne 
iullarat 

B sudigo .. .
L eelong ..
B arrnambool
B 'eir-bted Aver -
E ’>'ictoria (5 Towns)
Brisbane ..
Roowocmba .
B-^ckhumpton 
Quarters Towers .
Warwick .. .
Beighted Aver. -

I
July, 
1914.

645
642
321
651
613

652
619 ’
il7

I 613
609
6C8

618
591
532
646 
."96
605

I
.u J er si and Ts JTownjsJ 

idelaide .. ..
Ldina 
fort Firia 
K'Uut '.iambior ..
feterborough ..
weighted Aver. -

605
699
633
722
595
749

697

F

I 
i

Average - 
5-yonrly 
period, 

1923-27.
January, 

1930.
December, 

1930.
January, 
1931.

1012
1015
1155
1018

974

1016
973
939
993
967
967

370
960
934
938

1074
951

3965
1025
1032
1060

983
1064

1026

1024 ■
1022
1250
1060
1010

1030
948
994
395
941
952

351
914
911
996

1060
942

927
1006 
1039 
1031 
1;jO5
1103

1013

919
855
Illi
695
902

921
843
359
865
840
859

345
774
731
834
893
796

735
339
943
927
843
916

846

915
903

1094
030
396

918
852
869
871
822
854

852

794
358
303
716

804
346 
949 
932 
329 
917

354
f erth
Mliocrlie 
['orthom ..
Lunbury . .
Peraldton
pel,jilted Aver. -
8.
fiofcart 
iauncerton 
-,urrie 
bovonport
.ueanstown
■•ei^'htaj líver. -
Tr.guania~{5 To'V!■ aj

■sir itel Aver.
ral: ■a (30 Towns)

r.USt-i

749
9 31

793
808

79!,
678
640

735

672..4-----

651
sighted Aver. - Aust'
‘Sj.ia ( al s)

uo’
(aberra (a )
S3i.villej572

64 5 
ZHT 
(t)'

(a) Lot included in

1042
1179
1104
1094
1112

1060
3 027 
1013
1040
1035
1137

1027

1003 
(base) 
1000_ 
(b)
1091

1025
1164
1090
1144
1110

1045
’ 995*

581
1032

96 5
1037

9'4

393

855
954
926
931
914

873
879
382
919
869

1026

886

871

’O
99S .
937
922
926

875 
S6'!
896 
364

1027

373

876

: lorcantage 
increase 

from July, 
1914 to Jan­
uary, 1931.

41.9 
40.7 
33.3 
33.1 
46.2

40.3
37.6
40.3
40.7
35.0
40.5

37.3
34.5
36.4
32.3
29.7
31.6

32.8
21.0
37.9
29.1
39.3
22.4

22.5
16.2
7.2

16.3
14.6

12.3
23.1
35.5

•’9.7

30.8

34.6

s

1
I

I

.1

'^1'

'K

* .3

l-

JiI9UÏ__ , __3^
1121 Ì 994

987

1035 879 !

372
9 93
304

35.2

.9
'!SÍ!lt^-ted averages. (b) not available.

'-¿À




