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CQBZIEENTIAL. To be treated as strictl.Y confidential untid released 
for publication AT NOON ON THUR^MY 27th MARC^ 193t).

^00J ■MfP GROCERIES - MERUARY, I93O

■ The results of the investigations made under the direction
B of the Minister for Home Affairs by the .Commonwealth Statistician and 
H Actuary (Mr Chas. H. ’.Vickens) as to the price of food and groceries 
It (40 Commodities) have been made available for the month cf February, 
I 193O-

and groceries

Change cf Base Period - Special attention is directed to the 
base period to which the inJ'ex'humbejs in the attached, table are com­
puted. In tabulations of retail prices of food and groceries'prior 
to and including December 1929, the base (1000) to which the index 
numbers were computed was the weighted average aggregate cost in tine 
year, 1911, for the six Capital Cities of the commodities inoluded in 
the investigations. ~

puted.

cost in the

Consideration of the desirability of computing 
indexes on a post war period base was given by the last 

Conference of Statisticians and it was resolved that the period of 
five years - I923-1927 be adopted as base for retail price indexes.

retail price

The adoption of a post war base period does not affect the 
relative positions of index numbers for past periods and localities 1
compared with the current index numbers.

as
the base to vihich indexes in

the table ere computed being the five years period - I923-I927 - in all 
cases.

Other leading countries have adopted a post war base period 
53 it was considered that the ante war period was out of date and that 
index numbers based thereon did not give ns clear an idem of modern
variations as could be obtained by means of c more recent basis.

It is proposed to continue the. - - ---------- ----- computation of the retail price
index numbers 'food, groceries and rent of all houses) used by the 
Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration i'h the determination
of rates of wage on the original base, viz., Year 1911 = 1,000.

Compered with the preceding month, jenucry, I93O, decreases 
cf 1.0/ heve been recorded in the cese of the 30 towns considered r.s 
whole, .-.nd of O.gjJ in the '»cse of the 6 Cnpitnl Cities of the Common­
wealth.

Deere..ses were recorded in all States, South Austrrlia with a
decrease cf 1.6/ showed the grestest, followed by iue.'.nsl.-nd 1.3^; 

2/;; 'yestern Australia, 1.1^ and New South 'Vr.lco ,,.;dTasm.ania, 1.2/;
toric equ.'l with 0.8/..

ales and Vic-

Comp-;red with the corresponding month, Februrry of lest year, 
deorerses were recorded in -ell StrteS. New South W'-lcs recorded therecorded in ell Staus.
largest deorc--sQ 7.^, followed by ’Vestern Austrcli': (>.<)/!,

Victoria 4.
5 iutonsland

Tasmania 4.2?i and South Australia last with 3.3%/

I

r
■

I

I
Î

as a whole is 
1929,a'decre3el

Tho v/eightsd average index niunh<,r for the 30 towns considered
9S3 in February, 1930» comp-rod with 1045 in Fobrurry, 
ieF5.9^, .............................................................- - . .

groceries computed since Povember, I928.
and is the lowest index number for food .and

In the following table prrticul"r3 ere given in the form cf 
index numbers of the price levels of food ■ nd groceries in February, 
1930, compared with July, 19IA, the Br.se Period 1923-1927» February, 
:929i ..nd Ja-nu-ry, 1930*

't i 'lil

i



In the last column the percentage increase in February, 193°
compared v.'ith July, 1914 is shovzn. The base 1000 to which the index
numbers are computed, is the vzeighted average aggregate cost in the 
recently adopted five yearly base period - 1923-I927 - for the six 
Capital Cities of the commodities inoluded in the investigation.
increase in the cost since July, 1914 was

The
increase in the cost since July, 1914 was greatest in New South Wales, 
56.7^, followed in order by Victoria, 52.6^j
Tasmania, 40.1%;

i uruGx- uy »iciuris, Queensland, Jl.gjí;
South Australia 43.)%i hnd western Australia, 3O«8X

S The increase in the 30 towns considered as a whole since
|H July, 1914 to February, I93O was 51.0^

The actual cost of the regimen of food and groceries, for the 
month of February, 193O was highest in ’Vestern Australia, and lowest

In the case of the individual towns the cost wasin Queensland. .... ____ __  _____ ___
highest in Broken Hill and low^est in Toowoomba.

During the month under review a further substantial decrease 
in the price of potatoes mas recorded in all States of the Commonwealth. 
Bread incre.-.sed in price in Brisbane and eggs also registered a general
increase in all States. Butter prices showed & general upward tendency

I but the cost of meat remained practically stationary throughout the 
I Commonwealth.

COHMOTOAITH 3JKEAÜ OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS,

lANLSBjriA gist liarch. 1930
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E TAIL :c2 A.'LLLQIC
Based upon the cost of Food and Groceries only.

FEBRUARY, 1930.
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Retail Price Index Humbers for■ . -I--—r Tc---------- -------------------- - each of the 30 Principal Tovais
i-he periods specified - '^^eighted Average Cost^^in the

six Capital Cities during~Trv'é'yèarly perioi

Tov.’n

Sydney .. 
Hewcastle 
Broken Hill 
Goulburn 
Bathurst

'<Yt. Aver. H.S.W.
f'i Tov.-neT

Melbourne 
Ballarat 
Bendigo 
Geelong 
■Varrnambool
Wt. AVer.Victoria 

To v/ns ) 7

Brisbane 
Toov/oomba 
Rockhampton 
Charters Tov'ers 
Warwick

’"t.3Aver .__§jie_ena- 
__ land 'J? jawn~3~?~.'.
Adelaide 
Kadina etc. 
Port Pirie 
lit. Gambia 
Peterborough

Yt. kver. South

I T
I Average-i 1

July! ? yearly February I January 
1Q14' neri ori TOPO ! 1010

Percentage 
inorease

1914 period
192311927

1929 1930
February from July

1930 1914. to 
February

. I

64? 
642
821
661
613

652

619
617
619
609
608

618 
?9Ì 
?82 
646 
696 
60?

60^
6'
61
722 
?9? 
7^9

Australia (5 Tovais) 69?
m Perth
■ Kalgoorlie
■ Hortham
I Bunbury
H Geraldton
■ Wt. JiiVeT . 'V.JiUBi.
I ii-ipiissJ______

749 
931'

793
808

1012 
101? 
11?6 
1018 
974

1016

978
989
993
967
967

978
960 
92^ 
988 

1074 
.951

96? 
1021 
1032 
1060

989 
1064

1026
1042
1179

1104
1094
1112-

1103 
1080 
126? 
109?
1070

1105

986
1019
1033 

, 1009
9?6

-

938 
1017 
112?

991

1023 
1118
1099
1017
1173

1031
“1088 ■■

1262
114?

11?8
1133

1024 
1022 
12?0 
1060
1010

1030

948- 
994 
99?
941 
962

951 I

914
911
996

1060
942

9^7
1006
1089
1081
1009
1103

1013 
TW 
1164

1090 
1144 
Ilio

1017 
101?
1231
1039

999

1022

940 
986 
981
930
964

943
T 908 

! 838I
976

1023 
92?

915
990 
,084lOi

1069

.085101

997 
'1011 
1168

1080 
112? 
1106

ii
!‘7

5Ò.1
49.9 
57.2
63.0

56.7

ii'?58.5
52.1 
?8.6

?2.6

?2.6 
?1.1 
47.c 
?2.9

?1.2
41.6 
57-6 
48.1 
63.2 
44.9

43.0

2?.?

41.9
36.9

I

t

i.

'«ih

/

i 
i( 
'H

I

I Hobart ..
I Launceston
I Burnie ..
I Devenport
I Queenstovai
I Wt._Av_er. Tasmania 

f ? .Toy,ns*)~ ~..
I Wt. Aver. Aust- *”
I ralia (30 Tov.ps)
I wt, AverTlAu^t- '
S - s_)

790
678
640

^23^
672

651

I Tova^sville
645

1060
1027
1013
1040
1035 
11??

1027

1003

1000

Ilio
1031

9i IS
1073
1048
1147

1025

104?

1041
Tool’ I'1153'

_i041

981
1032.032 

96?
\°37

994

993

987
1ÒB?' ■

1033.
984
362

1020

30.8
4?.l 
?0.3

9'
101

982

983

978
Ì3?2

46.1

51.0

51.6

Hot* inòìuded"in’weightcd”'aver'age for Quito's land or ~th'e Commonwe'alth'"’^
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