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COST OF FOOD AND GROCERIES, ATRIL, 1931.
The results cf the investigations made under the direction of the 

Minieter for Homo Affairs by tho Acting Commonwealth Statistician (Profeosor 
L.F. Giblin) as to the price of food and groceries (46 commoditios) have been mads 
available for the month of APRIL, 1931.

CHANGE OF 3nSE PERIOD.-------- Special attention is directed to the base period 
to ’vhich the index numbers in the attached tables are computed. In tabulatione

1929, theof retail prices of food and groceries prior to and including December, 1929, 
base (1000) to which the index numbers were computed was the weighted average
aggreeate cost in the yfiB.r, 1911, for the Six Capital Cities, of the commodities
included in the investigations. The desirability of computing retail price
indexes on a post-war period base vjus considered by a Conference of Statisticians 
and it was resolved that the period of five years, 1923-27, be adopted as base 
for retail price indexes as from January, 193'J,
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It is intended, however, to continue ths ocmputation of the retail price 
index numbers (food, groceries .nd rent of all houses) used by the Commonwealth 
Co’.irt of Conciliation und Arbitration in the determination and adjustment of rates 
cf wage on the original base, viz-- year, 1911 ’ 1000, and to publish these figures 
in the .Quarterly Sunmary of Australian Statistics.

Compared with the previous month, March, 1931, retail prices of food in 
April ehovred little variation for Australia, increases offsetting decreases, with 
the result that a smeil decrease in cost of 0.4% was recorded in the ease of tho
30 principal towns reg.nrded as a whole, and decrease of 0.2* in the weighted
"vdrage for the Six Capital Cities of the Couraonwealth. In five States decreases
■'sro recorded when comp’.red with ths previous month - Victoria, with a decrease 
cf 1.6% eho'-zing the gref.test fall, then Tasmt-nio, 1.9%; South Australia, 0.6%; 
'/estern Australia, 0.3% and Queensland, 0.^. Iq the State of New South i/ales.

Rd ■

the cost in April shov(ed an
and Queansland, 0.;^.

increase of 1.0% over the previous month. ’ LI
Compared viith the corresponding month, April, of last year, decreases

wore recorded in all of the States, South Austr'.lia with a
registering the gre-.test, followed by Victoria, 14.7%;
Australia, 13.4%; New South .¿alee, 11.9%;

decrease of 17.5%
Tasmania, 14.4%;

and Queensland, 8.4%.
Western

The weighted
avera.ge index number for the 30 To’/ns considered p.s a whole w>’s 851 in April, 1931, 
ucmp-.red ’.vith 982 in April, 1930, a decre-'se of 13.3%.

In the follovzing table, particulars -re given in the form of index numbers, 
of the price levels of food and groceries in April, 1931, compared with July, 1914,
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the base period, 1923-1927, April, 1930, and March, 1931. In the last column, the
percentage increc-se in April, 1931, comp’.red -’ith July, 1914, is shown. The base,
1(X)O, to which the index numbers are computed, is the weighted average aggregate 
cost in the five-yearly base period, 1923-1927, in the Six Capital Cities, of the 
commoditias inoluded in the investigations.
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The increase in cost since July, 1914, was greatest in No’?; South //.-.les, 
followod in tho ordur named, by Queensland, 33.4%; Victoria, 30.6%;

---- , South Austral!’, 13.9%; -.nd 7ostorn Australi' , 13.4%. The 
incroase in the 30 Tovzns considered as a vzholu since July, 1914, wz’.s 30.7%; 
'izhilo for tho Six Ca.pital Cities, the increase for the same period vzas 31.3%.

3Ü,
Tasmania, 25,1%;

Victoria, 30.6%;
Ì :

The actual cost of the rogimon of food and groceries for the month of April,
1931, was highost in Ne’.’' South ./alts.
■■/oightod avera.ges for each of these ti/o States boina equal.

’.nd lo’.’/fcst in Victoria and Queensland, the
I I

individu .1 towns the cost
In the case of tho

was .''l’u'.tûst in Broken Hill -nd lowest in Mount Gfunbier.

Corepared ”/ith the previous month, prices of oatmeal, potatoes, onions 
"nd butter shovrod a general do-.Tnward tendency, while eggs wore much higher in price

hi,

in a.ll of the tovzns. Moa.t prices vzere firmer in most of the towns, many of the

1. /decreases f <1 I



r
dccroasGS rccordod boing duo "bo roduccd prices in cort^n cuts of moat "nd not
to genorr.l reduction. In Nott South Jnlcs, the prices '6f bror.d and flour
incro.''.scd, but in *■. number oi toivns in other States, floi’.r wr.s boing sold r.t

Coffut, op.tmoal, raisins, currants, potatoes, onions, milk, .and 
butter vzerc rvt.ailed at slightly reduced prices in Sydney, while bread, flour, 
.nd eggs wcro distinctly higher in price, ?.nd prices of all cuts of meat showed

I'
lov.’cr rates.

I

tendency to rise. In lielbournQ, broad, flour, tea, jam, oatmeal, butter, 
potatros, and chocac, shewed roductions, whili, increases wore recorded in the

i

prices of coffee, raisins, and oggs. Oatmo/.l, butter, b?.con, boof, mutton,
".nd pork, v/oro lo-wr in price in Brisb.nc, -rfbilc flour, tor,, pct-toos, onions,
ogps, r.nd h'ln, shovzod hiohvr r",toB. In Adol'-,ido, brsr,d, flour, ter., ooffeo,
or,tmo",l, butter, bn.con, h".m r.nd bo,.f, wore lower in price, while potr.toos.------ — ,----- , -----  ---------- , Oggs,
mutton and pone showod incroases. Coffee, milk, butter, bacon, ham and moat 
ahrwed roducod prices in Forth, while flour, tea, potatoes, cheese, and oggs, 

Hobart, flour, toa, oatmoal, raisins, potc.toes, onions, 
butter, han, beef, and pork, wore lov/er in price. “

wore higher in price.
milk 
cthcj

Ceffo.

h".nd, showed inore esed prices in t'-.-.t city.
Eggs ".nd mutton on the
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Basod upon cost of Food and Groceries only.
APRIL, 1931.

Retail Price Index Numbers ior each of the 30
Principal Towns in Australia...___ - --------- ------- _ .. the period specifiod..

ffsighted average cost in the Six Crrital Cities during the five-yearly
periodj

for

T5S?-S’k = 10ÔÔ.

Town. July, 
1914.

Average - 
5-yearly 
period, 
1923-27

April, 
1930.

March, 
1931.

April, 
1931.

f,

■

I

Sydney 
I'.'owcaFtle 
Broken Hill 
Gculburn •. 
Sr.thurst ••
Jts Aver« “ K>S» Wales, 

_ (Sj^j'vng)_____ ____
’¿albourne 
Ballarat .. 
Bündige •• 
Geelong «• 
Jarrnarabool

■Zt. Aver» - Victori',> 
(5 tovms)

3ri?ifc?.ne •• 
Toowo-nnifca 
Rockhampton 
Charters Towers 
.Zarvick .«

Zx» kver» - Quoensl.-nd, 
(5 Towns) __ ;

Adelaide .. 
Kpdina 
Port Pirie 
Fount Gamlier

I Pötorbnrcugh .
■'Zts Aver. - G»Au8tralia> 

i ( 5 To"^)
i Forth
I lialgoorlie
I ¡Icrthom .. ..

Bunbury .. .,
i 1 err. lit or. ..
I "i. Aver. - .Vest Australia,

¡ Hobart
j L"uno6ston
I uirnio
I Devr.por-t
I O'l Gür Ht 017!! Q'lGurHtown

7t. Aver. ■■ Tasmania.

I Aver. - Australia,
i_____(30 ToJJtis)____
17t7’Aver.• - Australia, 

T^Carit^ls;
i Canberra., (a)
! l^wrsvilla _ (a)

645
642
821
661
613

652
619
617
619
609
608

618
591
582
646
696
605

605
699
688
722
595
749

697
749
931

793 
' 808

790
678
640

735

672

6 51

645

(a)

1012
1015
1155
1018

974

1017
1008
1231
1021

999

887
890

1045
871
875

896
898

1048
881
886

Farcentaga 
Increase 
from July, 
1914 to 
April, 1931.

38.9 
39.9 
27.6 
33.3 
44.5

I

1015 1022 891

I
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Í
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978
939
993
967
967

978
960
934
938

1074
9 51

965
1025
1032
1060

989
1 '64

1026
1542
1179
1104
1094
1112

1060
1027
1013
1040
1035
1127

1027

1003 
(basa) 
ir.oc 
it)

inni +

941 
993 
998 
9 37 
969

946
869
873
9 37

1025
903

881
9 93

1036
1075

947
1098

1005
1013 
1161
1089 
1132 
1102

1035
98 5
9 59

1040
9 63

1084

982

962

976
1119

; 1044

819
838
854
794
823

820
796
802
876
925
825

809
829
911
881
772
906

834
882

1020
887
926
948

899
850
337
860
860
971

852

8 54

349
993
940

(a) 'lot inclulud in ./oiehtod Averagos.

J.

900
806 
626
8 30 
791 
794

807
797 
783
864 
9 20 
809

807
8 24 
903 
878 
779 
897

8 29
879

1017
889
9 23
946

896
838
829
854
849
956

841

8 51

847
987
9 28

38.0
30.2
33.9
34.1
29.9
30.6

30.6
34.9
34.5
33.7
32.2
33.7

33.4
17.9
31.3
21.6
30.9
19.8

18.9
17.4
9.2

lb.4 
17.1

13.4
23.6
29.5

30.1

. 25.1

30.7

31.3

(b) Knt avMlablo.
- 3. -

Ooranon'vealth Bureau .jf Census and Statistics,
CA?:3iilRA j_ _X.. C. T.
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