
CATALOGUE NO. 6407.0
EMBARGOED UNTIL 11.30 A.M. 28 MARCH 1991

Australian 
Bureau of 
Statistics

PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE 
BUILDING, EIGHT CAPITAL CITIES, JANUARY 1991

MAIN FEATURES

Change between—

December 90 
and

January 91

January 90 
and

January 91

-250

Weighted average of six 
State capital cities

Sydney 
Melbourne 
Brisbane 
Adelaide 
Perth 
Hobart 
Darwin 
Canberra

+0.5 
+0J 
+0.7 
+0.7 
+0J 
+0.2 
+0.1 
-0.1 

+0.1

+5.4 
+6.0 
+5.1 
+4.0 
+5.6 
+5.5 
+4.1 
+4.8 
+6.4

ALL GROLTS INDEX 

Weighted average of lix State capital cittet 

Index Number!

(Bate Year: 1979-80=100.0)

•240

•230

The increase in the All groups index (weighted average 
of the six State capital cities) between December 1990 
and January 1991 of +0J% continues the relatively 
low increases recorded in recent months.

The movement in January reflects increases in a wide 
range of items. These increases were partly offset by 
decreases in a small number of other items. As shown 
in Table 2, the main price movements were for:

N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J

1989 1990

Clunge from Previous Month

-220

1991

Percent
1.5

• ready mixed concrete (+0.27 index points);

• air conditioning equipment (+0.24 index points);

• reinforcing steel (+0.08 index points);

* steel windows, doors, etc. (+0.07 index points);

* sand, aggregate and filling (+0.07 index points).

See Table 2 for an analysis of the major contributors 
to each city’s movement.

The annual rate of increase in the All groups index 
(weighted average of the six State capital cities) of 
5.4% continues the overall fall in the annual increases 
recorded over recent periods.
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NOTE

Explanatory Notes are published at the back of this publication.

Revisions to electrical materials index numbers for Brisbane for the months September to December 1990 are shown in 
this issue. The revisions affect Tables 1, 3 and 6.

IAN CASTLES 
Australian Statistician

INQUIRIES • for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related 
unpublished statistics contact Peter Sturgeon on Canberra (06) 252 6143 or any ABS Slate 
office.

•for information about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back page of this 
publication.
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PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING—ALL GROUPS 
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________table 1. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING—ALL GROUPS

We^htad 
ayara^e of six 

Siate capital 
_________ eitiaa

" ft

Syebity Mtlbourtu flrtyfefliu Adelauia

INDEX NUMBERS
Perth Hcbart Darwin Canberra

Year !979>8a=100.0) 1981-82=100.0 1986-87=100.0
1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90

196.8
214.9
231.9

197.5
214.7
231.3

1926
211.6
227.8

194.4
213.7
233.9

204.7
220.7
237.1

201.5
221.8 
240.0

188.9
204.7
216.8

149.3
161.7
171.9

111.5
122.3
132.2

7909-90- 
Novembcr 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

230.0 
231.2 
2326 
233.5
235.2 
237.2 
237.8
238.6

229.3 
230.4 
2321 
233.1
235.1 
237,3 
237.6 
237.6

226.8
227.2
228.0
229.2
230.2
231.6
232.5
233.0

231.9 
233.8 
236.0 
2362
238.2 
240.0 
240.6 
2421

234.7 
236.3
237.5 
238.7 
240.6 
2425 
243.6 
245.4

237.1
239.7
240.9
241.6
243.1
246.6
246.7
248.7

214.7
215.7
216.3
217.1
219.7
220.6
221.6
222.3

171.2
171.7
171.9
172.6
173.4
174.7
175.1
175.5

130.9
131.1
132,4
133.2
134.6
135.7
135.6
135.6

J 990-97— 
July 
August 
September 
October p 
November p 
December p 
January p

239.5 
240.1 

r242.2 
r243.1 
r243.5 
r244.O
245.1

239.3
240.1
243.1
244.7
245.1
245.2
246.0

233.5
234.0
236.4
236.9
237.1
238.0
239.6

2429 
243.2

r243.5 
r243.8 
r243.8 
r243.8
245.4

246.0
246.3
248.3
249.3
249.7
250.4
250.8

PERC^AGE CHANGES

249.4 
250.2
250.9
251.5 
2527
253.6
254.2

2220
222.7
222,8
223.8
224.1 
2249
225.1

176.0
176.9
179.8
179.6
180.7
180.3
180.2

136.6 
136.7
138.3 
138-8 
139.7 
140.8
140.9

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

+8.8
+9.2 
+7.9

+9.1
+8.7
+7.7

+8.3
+9.9 
+7.7

Change from previous year

+8.2
+9.9 
+9.5

+8.9 
+7.8 
+7.5

+9.6 
+10.1
+8.2

J989 9a~ 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

Change from corresponding month of previous year

+6.2
+8.4
+5.9

+6,9 
+8.3
+6.3

+ 11.5
*9.7
+8.1

+7.8 
+7.9 
+7.8 
+7.9 
+7.8 
+7.8 
+7.1 
+7.2

+7.4

^1.9

+8.2 
+7.3 
+7.0

+7.7

+6.8 
+6.6 
+6.1
+6.2

+9.4 
+9.9

+ 10.0 
+9.5 
+9.9 
+9.4 
+8.7 
+9.0

+7.4 
+7.5 
+7.7 
+7.8

+7.9

+7.9 
*8.5 
+7.9 
+7.8 
+8.2 
+8.4 
+7.5 
+7.7

*5.4
+5.8
+5.4

+5.8 
+5.6 
+5.3 
+5.4

+6.3 
+6.1 
+5.9 
+5.9 
+6.1 
+5.8 
+5.0 
+5.2

*8.0 
+7.9 
+7.6 
*80 
.•8.5 
+8.4

+6.9
1990-91— 
July 
August 
September 
October p 
November p 
December p 
January p

+6.8 
+6.5 

r+6.3 
r+6.1 
r+5.9 
r+5.5
+5.4

+6.8 
+7.1 
+7.0 
+6.9 
+6.4 
+6.0

+5.4 
+5.1 
+5.1 
+4.9 
+4.5 
+4.8 
+5.1

+8.6 
+8.0 

r+6.5 
r+5.8 
r+5.1 
r+4.3
+4.0

+7.1 
+6.9 
+6.7 
+6.8
+6.4 
+6.0 
+5.6

1989-90— 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

Change from previous mcmth

+7.6 
+7.6 
+6.7 
+6.4 
+6.6 
+5.8 
+5.5

+5.0
+4.7
+4.2

+4.4 
+4.3
+4.1

+4.9 
+5.0 
+5.9

+5J 
+5.0

+7.0 
+6.1 
+6.5 
+64 
+6.7

+6.4

+0.4 
+0.5 
+0.6 
+0.4 
+0.7 
+0.9 
+0.3 
+0.3

+0.3 
+0.5 
+0.7 
+0.4 
+0.9 
+0.9 
+0.1

+0.4 
+0.2 
+0.4 
+0.5 
+0.4 
+0.6 
+0.4 
+0.2

+0.6 
+0.8 
+0.9 
+0.1 
+0.8 
+0.8 
+0.3 
+0.6

+0.5 
+0.7 
+0.5 
+0.5 
+0.8 
+0.8 
+0.5 
+0.7

+0.3

+0.5 
+0.3 
+0.6 
+ 1.4

+0.8

•0.1 
+0.5 
+0.3 
+0,4 
+1.2 
+0.4 
+0.5 
+0.3

+0.5 
+0.3 
+0.1 
+0.4 
+0.5 
+0.7 
+0.2 
*0.2

+0.4 
+0.2 
+ 1.0 
*0.6

+0.8
-0.1

J990.9i^ 
July 
August 
September 
Oaoberp 
November p 
December p 
January p

+0.4 
+0.3 

r+0.9
+0.4 
+0.2 
+0.2 
+0.5

+0.7 
+0.3 
+ 1.2 
+0.7 
+0.2

+0.3

+0.2 
+0.2 
+1.0 
+0.2 
+0.1 
+0.4 
+0.7

+0.3 
+0.1 

r+O.l 
r+0.1

+0,7

+0.2 
+0.1 
+0.8 
+0.4 
+0.2 
+0.3 
+0.2

+0.3 
+0.3 
+0.3 
+0.2 
+0.5 
+0.4 
+0.2

-0.1 
+03

+0-4 
+0.1 
+0.4 
+0.1

+0.3 
+0,5 
+1,6
-0.1 

+0.6 
-0.2
-0.1

+0.7 
+0.1 
+ 1.2 
+0.4 
+0.6 
+0.8 
+0.1

■
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ALL GROUPS

TABLE 2. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING 
CONTRIBUTION OF MAJOR ITEMS TO CHANGE BETWEEN DECEMBER 1990 AND JANUARY 1991 

_______________________________ IN TERMS OF ALL GROUPS INDEX POINTS(a)

Weighted 
avarage afea 

State capital 
cities

Indivùhtal cùits

SELECTED MAJOR BUILDING MATERIALS
Structural timber 
Joinery products(b) 
Clay bricks
Ready mixed concrete 
Precast concrete products 
Galv. steel decking, etc. 
Structural steel 
Reinforcing steel, etc. 
Aluminium windows 
Aluminium screens, doors, etc. 
Suspended ceilings 
Steel windows, doors, etc. 
Builders' hardware 
Sand, aggregate and filling 
Carpet 
Paint
Non-ferrous pipes
Plaster and plaster products 
Conductors
Switchboards and switdigear 
Lamps and light fittings 
Airconditioning squipmeni(c} 
Fire protection 
Elevators and escalators

+0.02 
+0.05 
+0,06 
+0.27 
+0.05 
+0.02
-0.03 

*0.08

+0.01
-0.03 

+0.07 
+0.01 
+0.07

+0.02

-0.01 
+0.02 
+0.05 
+0.24 
-0.05 
+0.03

Syd/uy 

*0.8

bcumt BràboM Adelaidt

+ÖT
Ptrth 

+0.6

Hoban

+0,2

Canberra

+ÖT

*0.05

+0.01
+0.05
+0.01
•0.02

*0.22

+0.08
+0.02
+0.64
+0.03

•0.05
*0.01

+0.03 
+0J0

+0.65 
+0.06

-a 12
+0.25
+0.02

-0.04

*0.22

-0.01
+0.01

*0.03
*0.01

+0.14
+0.12
-0.13

-0.12

+0.07 
+0.02

*0.07 *0.15

+0.03
-0.10

+0.09

*0.06

+0.04 
+0.04 
-0.01

*0.17

+0.12
+0.07

+0.03 
+0.01 
+0.03 
+0.03

-0.06
+0.07
+0.03 *0.03

-0.01

+0.05 
+0.03

*0.02
-0.11

*0.02 *0.01

+0.04
+0.28
-0.03

+0.03

+0.01 
+0.06 
+0.07 
+0.27 
+0.01 
*0.01

-0.13
*0.03

*0.21
-0.19

+0.07

-0.01

+0.27
-0.11

+0.03

+0.01
*0.11
+0.03
-0.10

+0.07

+0.02
+0.05
+0.06

+0.05

-0.21
+0.04
+0.02
+0.04
-0.01
+0.02

(«) fra >n «pl«i.üo„ to able K« p.»gaph 21 oí to EKpl«.lmy No«., (b) tolodm bulk in funülu«, loidymto wuidow. wd boon, uid oUior joinerv noàKB
(c) Air condíüoning exduding piping Md electrical materials. «nw jwnery pwawts.

S'-



Vg/ue weighi(a) 

1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90

IVoai 
and 

wood 
products 

1253) 
7.97%

^.7 
225.9 
244.8

TABLE 3. INDEX NUMBERS BASED ON AUSTRALIAN STANDARD INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION (ASIQ 
WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES

________ _____________________________ (Bne td tacB iBjg: Ytir 1979.80 x 100.0)

Selected ASIC Groups

CIa)> 
products 

and 
refractories 

(286) 
4.16%

195.0 
218.0 
240.4

Ccmani 
and 

concrete 
products 

(2S7} 
15.42%

m.5 
\95.1 
213.0

Basic 
iron 
oftd 

steel 
(294) 

4.69%

191.4 
2113 
232.4

Strtuiml 
tiutat 

ffroditcls 
(3U) 

29M%

1845 
200.5 
2155

Shati 
malai 

products 
1315) 

3.68%

213.5 
2331 
2541

Other 
fabri^ed 

metal 
products 

(316) 
2.77%

2ffJ.5 
2213 
241.6

Appliances 
and 

electrical 
equipment 

(335) 
9.70%

2205 
247.0 
271.7

Industrial 
machinery 

(Uld 
e^aipmeiti 

(336) 
8.79%

218.4 
227.7 
246.0

Odur 
13.58%

203.8
222.8
232.9

¡00M%

1968
214.9
231.9

7959-510— 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

242.5
243.3
245.7
246.5
247.9
248.7
250.0
250.6

238.8
240.0
240.5
242.4
244.6
246.1
246.2
246.8

210.5
212.3
215.4
216.1 
2169
217.1
218.3
220.0

229.9
231.3
235.8
236.7
238.3
239.7
240.0
240.2

213.3
214.6
215.9
216.8
217.7
220.1
220.6
221.7

232.0
253.1
253.6
255.4
258.2
262.9 
263,6
263.6

239.0 
238.5
239.1
244.3
246.8
248.6 
2475
247.8

270.6 
272,4 
271.8
2711 
2775 
282.7
283.5 
282.7

243.7
245.8
246.9
248.9
250.7 
252.1
250.7 
2515

232.6
232.4
232.9
232.9
233.8
235.1
236.6 
Hits

230.0 
2311 
2323 
2333
2351 
2371 
237.8 
2383

7990-97— 
July 
August 
September 
October p 
November p 
December p 
January p

252.0
252.5
252.9
253.8
255.1
254.4
255.5

247.6
248.9
249.3
249.2
250.0
249.5
251.0

224.1
225.8
228.1
229.5 
232.3
233.9 
236.1

240,9 
241,3 
244.3
245.3 
2451 
2461 
246.0

222.1
222.3
222.7
222.7
222.9
223.9
224.3

264.4
265.3
267.0
273.8
274.1
274.7
275.4

248.8
250.0
2495
249.9
249.8
252.1
254.7

(«) Cocnpoiition md weighung paoem u at reference bate year 1979-80. tee paragnph 3 of F-«p>»nwcty Notea.

283.3 
283.9 
2966
2975 
291.7 
2891 
2895

25OJ 
250.1 
248.4 
249.0 
250.4 
250.5 
253.7

237.7
238.0
240.0
241.6
242.8
243.7
244.6

2395 
240.1 
2421 
2«.l
2435 
244.0 
245.1

o

I



Mattriai

Stfuctund timber 
Hardwood 
Softwood

+

Rywood; hardboard and softboard
Joinery products a) 
Clay bhdts 
Earthenware pipes and Itttings 
Ceramic tiles
Toilet suites and hand basins
Cement
Ready miaed concrete
Precast concrete prorhtcts 
Concrete masonry blocks 
Galvanised steel decking, cladding, etc. 
Cast iron pipes and fittings
Stnuaural steel
Reinforcing steel bar. fabric and mesh 
Alumirtium windows
Aluminium screens, doors, louvres and other 

fabricated products
Suspended ceilings
Steel windows, doors, louvres, etc.
Urinals, baths and sinks
Builders’ hardware (e.g. hinges, catches, 

handles, bolts, nails, etc.)
Sand, aggregate and filling 
Carpet
Paint
Asphalt
Glass
Plaster and plaster products
Fibrous cement products 
Non-ferrous pipes

I. Vinyl sheet and tiles

I9SS- 
¡9

20t.2 
220.1 
1895 
212.8 
231.9
221.2 
255.9 
172.3 
263.7 
205.2
193.7 
198.9 
I93.I 
199.6 
263.9
204.3 
193.1
210.0 

214.0
1S7.9
207.0
262.4 

235.6
235.2
224.1
228.4
213.2
216.1
208.4
210.1
209.7
205.8

¡9»9.
90

221.1
233.3
201.6
229.0
252.6
245.7
288.1
1765
301.2
217.4
210.3
218.3
214.8
221.3
289.1
219.0
210.3
223.8 

227.0
201.8
223.8
290.4 

2552
252.4
227.8
554.1
227.8
218.0
219.4
225.4
215.6
212.7

TABLE 4. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED BUILDING MATERULS 
WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES 

(Base at each tadex; Year 1979-80 » 100.0)

/9S9 90

Now.

219.0
230.8
200.0
223.2
250.6
244.7
283.0
176.3
295.0
217.2
208.0
215.7
210.9
2195
289.2
216.7
2055

226.0
202.4
221.7
291.7 

249.3
248.3
227.6
255.6
226.5
218.2
219.5
223.8
220.3
211.3

Dec.

219.3 
2305
200.1 
225.1 
251.4 
246.2
286.0 
1765 
295.4 
217.2
209.6 
2175 
215.5
219.6 
2895 
219.7 
206.7
222.6 

226.0
202.5
222.8
290.8 

248.2 
248.7 
229.0
255.5 
226.7 
218.2
219.4 
223.9 
2165
212.2

Jan.

220.0 
231.9 
200.8 
231.1
254.0 
2463 
2905 
1775
295.7 
217.4
213.7 
217.8
216.9 
227.0
284.6
221.8 
208.0 
222.6 

225.8
202.5
224.6
290.2 

248.7
255.1
229.0
254.8
227.3
218.2
219.4
224.0
212.2
213.7

ftb.

1301
234.5
200.0
233.7
254.6
246.3
293.2
176.5
314.8
218.7
214.1
219.4
217.7
228.3
284.6
223.2
209.0
223.9 

227.6
202.6
224.8
291.6 

255.2
255.0
227.6
255.0
227.4
218.4
219.4
224.1
210.8
215.1

Mar.

222.0 
2355 
201.6
235.5
256.1 
2495 
296.8 
1764
315.7
218.9
214.3
221.5
221.7
228.4
296.0
222.1
209.4
227.2 

228.6
203.3
228.4
291.8 

'58.8 
i55.3 
227.4 
257.6 
231.9 
218.4 
219.5 
229.1 
212.2 
215.1

d/w. 

222a 
235!i> 
202.9
235.4 
257.0
251.1 
297.1 
177.5
3165 
220.6 
213.9 
222.9
223.3 
229.5
296.8 
222.2
219.9
227.3 

228.8
203.7
229.7 
299 4 

260.6 
256.7 
227,4 
260.6
2356 
218.5 
222.4 
233.0
2155 
2165

Moy 

221.8 
235.1 
201.3 
235.1 
259.0 
251.1 
297.1 
177.5 
316.8 
223.4 
2145 
225.7 
223.4 
229.5 
297.9 
222.3 
219.8 
227.3 

231.7
204.7
230.9
298.3 

259.4
2592
227.9
261.5
233.2
216.6
222.7
233.0
220.6
2160

JUM

223.4 
2345
204.8 
2325
259.7 
252.1 
297.1 
xn.^ 
3166 
223.6
216.8
225.9 
223.7 
229.5 
2995
222.5 
223.1
2285 

233.7
205.5
2312
298.3 

259.6 
262.3
228.2 
2635
236.8
217.0 
222.6
233.1
2I8.I
216.0

/rdy 

227.9 
2368 
210.9 
2335
260.2 
252.5 
305.2 
178.1
316.5 
228.2 
222.1
226.8 
224.8
229.4 
303.0
223.6 
222.6
228.2 

234.1
205.3
231.6
298.0 

261.1 
264.0 
2354
262.1
237.3
215.4 
222.6 
233.3
217.5 
2160

227.3 
2375
209.7 
234.5
261.0 
253.3
307.9 
177.9 
322.7
2285 
224.3 
226.4
229.7 
228.0
305.8 
2245
2225 
228.1 

234.4
205.4
2325
2967 

261.1
264.3
233.4
261.7
237.4
215.1
222.5
233.7
220.8
2165

¡990-91

Oci. p Nov.p

2267 
237.0 
208.9
233.6
261.7 
2535
308.3 
1785 
3269
230.0 
2367 
228.9
231.6 
2359 
305.9
223.8 
2256 
2295 

2355 
206.0
233.3 
2968 

2615
271.1 
2329
272.1
239.4
215.7
223.9
238.4
224.4
2164

2262 
2364 
2085 
233.8
263.1 
2559 
3085
178.6
327.4 
2305 
228.5 
229.6
231.8 
234.4 
3060 
2245
2253 
229.0 

2355
205.1
233.4
3045 

261.6 
2755 
233.4
2755 
2475 
214.9
224.6 
240.4 
224.3
2175

2268 
2368 
2095
2355 
264.5 
253.7 
309.0
180.9 
325.0 
231.4
2356 
229.5 
231.8 
2357
314.3 
223.9
2253 
228.7 

235.5
207.6
234.4
305.0 

261.6 
280.7
2335
271.7
250.2
214.9
229.3
240.9
222.4 
2175

225.3 
2369
206.7
2365
264.0
253.6
308.3
179.7
323.7 
2355
234.6
229.6
233.6
2357
315.7
224.1
225.8
228.9 

23S.I
207.6
235.7
305.2 

261.7
281.5
232.9
278.1
2505
210.9
233.9
241.4
2205
218.0

22i.^ 
2S12 
2085 
239.8 
264.8 
255.7 
313.4 
178.6 
323.9 
2385 
2375 
231.1 
2345 
2335 
3164 
223.8 
227.1
228.9 

9^

2365 
2067 
237J
305.9 

262.4 
2855
2329 
280.8 
2505 
211.6 
233.9
241.8 
2202 
2205

(a) Includes built in fumituie* pamuons. ready made windows and doo«*, and other joinery.



i

timber

TABLE S. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED MAJOR BUILDING MATERIALS 
(But vt «di Bidex: Year 197440 i 100,0)

R
I

Clay 
bricitt

Ready
IHÌJCtd 

concreti

Prtcast 
coacrtit 
prodaoj

Gaivanieed 
steel 

decking.
cladding. Structural

9tC.

Reinforcing 
sleei

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

167.5
186.2
198.2

157.6
199.3
235.3

180.3 
201J 
221.4

181.0
191.1
208.2

196.6
214.8
236.2

Heel
SYDNEY

175.1
190.8
2033

bar, 
fabric 

and 
mesh

173.3
190.3
206.6

AZumùuwm 
wuidinvs

Steel 
windows, 

doors, 
louvres, 

etc.
Baiidari 
hardy/wt

Sand, 
aggregate 

and
____ Carptt Paini

Non- 
ferrata

I

196.7
208.8
216.8

i9S9‘9Q— 
November 
December 
January 
Feimiary 
Mvcfa 
April 
May 
June

1990-91— 
July 
August 
September 
October p 
Novanber p 
December p 
January p

Ì9Ì1-Ì9 
1988*89 
1989-90

mp.po— 
November 
December 
January 
February- 
March 
April 
May 
June

1990-91— 
July 
Augusi 
Scomber 
Ooobcrp 
November p 
December p 
Jawiiiy p

:9«.9
199.3
209.8

2193 
243.0 
260.1

259.7
280.4
299.1

222.1
228.3
230.4

205.3
227.0
253.4

174.9
194.9
200.6

193.8
193.8
193.4
193.5
194.3
197.1
194.2
198.6

208.6
206.8
206.1
205.4
206.7
202.1
205.3

190.2
219.8
225.9

225.4
225.4
228.0
227.7
229.0
229.2
228.5
228.6

229.2
228.8
227.1
226.0
225.7
225.8
226.0

235.4
236.4
236.6
236.7
235.0
238.5
238.5
236.8

21^,9
219.0
225.6
226.5
226.5
227.7
228.5
228.5

205.3 
207.9 
207.9 
208.8
210.9 
213.0 
214.4 
214.5

234.6
234.6
241.7
242.9
242.9
246.1
2461
246.1

200.4 
201.4
206.5 
206.5 
207.0 
208.2
208.0 
208.3

202.% 
206.6 
206.0
206.0 
205.6
214.6 
214.6
217.7

212.9
212.9
212.9
214.9
224.3
224.5
224.5
226.2

207.2
207.8
211.4
212.2
213.5
214.5
214.5
214.6

257.6
255.4
255.6
261.8
267.6
270.9
270.9
271.0

291.9 
291.9
306.3 
306,6 
306.9 
306.9 
306.9
306.9

230.0
232.9
232.9
229.8
229.8
229.8
229.8
229.8

251.6 
250.8
254.7 
254 6
260.8 
262.6 
263.6
264.5

203.7 
201.4 
1955 
195.1 
197.4 
201.9 
204.4
203.5

:

235.8 
235.9 
235.9
234.8 
235.5 
235.J
235.5

233.8
248,5
264.8

262.1
262.1
262.1
262.1
270.3
270.3
270.3
274.4

274.4
274.4
274.4
274.4
274.4
274.4
275.1

240.6
244.6
245.9
245.9
254.0
256.8
256.9

215.1 
215.1 
216.9 
216.9 
217.1 
217.1 
218.5

246.1 
245J 
250.0 
253.1 
247.8 
247.8
248.1

159,7 
176.0 
183.7

185.8
185.4
185.5
185.4
185.2
181.5
180.8
178.0

181.1 
183.6 
189.5 
195,0 
196.8
198.7 
204.9

173.1
185.2
204.4

155.5
175.2
195.0

209.6
210.1
210.2
211.4
210.3
210.8
210.6 :

MELBOURNE

175.5
195.0
210.4

215.8
215.2
215.2
214.4
214.4
214.4
218.0

179.2 
195.0 
209.5

226.2
226.2
226.2
226.2
226.2
226.2
226.2

170.4
184.2
206.1

215.7
215.7
216.8
217.0
219.6
219.7
221.7

180.5
209.6
233.4

271.5
271.5
271.5
271.6
271,9
271.9
271.9

212.1 
233.1 
246.5

308.7
308.7
322.9
324.5
333.4
335.4
338.7

186.6
197.9
211.8

237.1
237.1
237.1
237.1
237.1
237.1
237,1

211.8
225.8
230.8

264,5
264.5
276.9
276.9
276.9
287.0
287,0

231.0
249.3
282.0

201.8
207,5
209.3
212.3
209.2
209.6
209.6

195,2 
230.8 
234.4

202.7
204.5
204.6
205.1
206.1
207.0
211.9
211.7

2U.9 
210.4 
212.2 
212.0 
211.3 
211.5 
212.6

194.0
194.0
200.6
201.3
200.5
200.5
200.5
200.5

200.5
196.4
202.8
202.8
202.8
202.8
202.8

209.7
212.6
212.6
216.2
212.3
212.3
211.7
211.7

203.1
198.4
204.1
207.3
208.9
221.0
221.0
224.5

205.9
206.2
206.2
206.2
206.2
206.2
206.2
206.2

230.9
232.7
233.5
233.6
237.1
240.1
243.5
244.0

244.3
244.3
244.4
250.8
251.0
252.3
750.8
250.6

210.5
210.5
210.8
210.8
210.8
210.6
215.9
220.6

230.6
231.7
231.7
230.7
230.7
230.7
230.7
230.7

286.3
285.7
285.7
285.7
2S7.6
290.7
292,8
296,7

242.1 
234.2
231.0 
230.4 
232.6 
233J
240.8 
236.9

JE;2^S

210.8
211.3
209.2
208.6
209.2
209.2
208.7

224.5
224.5
224.5
224.5
224.5
232.4
232.5

206.2 
206.2 
206.6
205.4 
204.6 
2W.6 
204,6

244.0
245.3
245.5
245.5
245.5
249.2
250.2

256.6
256.6
256.6
256.6
256.8
256.8
256.2

2213 
222.3 
228.8
236.7 
2395 
2393
248.8

234.8
234.8
234.8
234.8
234.8
234,8
234.8

296,7 
296.7 
306.8 
307.0 
307.0 
313.6
320.3

238.5 
2413 
244.0 
239.9 
239.6 
238.1 
239.3

i
1^-'

1k.:«:



TABLE 5. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED MAJOR BUILDING MATERULS-^«rriru«Z 
____________________________ (Baae of each tod«; Year 1979-80 < 100.0)

Structural 
timber

Clay 
briclg

Re^ 
mlscd 

concrete

Brecasl 
cosKrele 
products

Gnlworufed 
or«/ 

decking, 
cladding. Structural

tic

1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90

183.6 
ItXi.l 
218.2

182.0
2242
256.8

184.2
195.0
227.3

2024 
215.4 
235.8

181.7
197.8
222.9

steel_______
BRISBANE 

197.1 
2060 
220.3

jimZ 
Ear, 

fabrtc 
attd 

mesh

167.3
191.5
214.7

AlumiMum
u/indows

Steel 
u/iedou/s, 

doors, 
louvres, 

etc.
Builders' 
Baràtuare

Sand, 
aurtgaia 

and 
—ÉSiSL. Pauu

Noa-

174.5
217.8
232.7

182.8
198.2
212.2

M

J989-9O- 
Novonbcr 
December 
Jamiary 
February 
March 
April 
h^y 
June

202.1 
220.8 
236.1

225.8
247.8
2695

201.8
218.6
2219

178.0
189.7
209.0

177.5
204.9
2115

219.0
219.2
219.7
220.4
220.7
221.2
219.1
219.1

262.1 
262.0 
262.0 
262.1
263.0 
267.9
268.3 
270.5

218.1
225.3
236.6
237.8
237.8
238.6
240.1
2505

234.6
235.1
235.6
234.7
239.5
240.7
240.8
240.5

222.6
222.6
227.1
227.8
230.7
230.1
230.2
230.2

218.3
221.7
222.3
222.6
223.2
223.2
224.8
224.8

209.8
213.5
213.5
213.5
213.5
224.2
224.3
228.6

233.3
233.3
233.3
233.3
233.2
233.2
233.2
233.2

2129 
2111 
2116 
213.1 
215.1 
215.2 
216.9 
2169

237.0
234.5
235.8
236.9
240.1
240.8
234.5
234.9

264.1 
264.1
273.3 
273.3
274.2 
2763 
280.4 
283.2

224.0
224.0
224.0
224.0
221.7
221.7
221.7
224.3

207.1 
210.1 
210.1 
2125 
2125
212.5 
212.5 
2125

2162 
2135 
211.0 
214.6 
214.6 
210.0 
213.4 
209.9

¡990-91-m 
July 
August 
September 
October p 
November p 
December p 
January p

218.3
219.5
219.5
220.2
220.5
221.3
223.3

270.0
270.0
269.5
269.5
273.4
272.9
272.9

251.8 
251.8
253.4 
255.4 
2562 
256.6 
2629

240.5 
240.5
244.4
244.4
244.4
244.4 
2463

230.2 
230.2 
232.0
235.3 
237.7
2V.1

1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90

210.3
227.4
261.7

224.6
237.0
252.5

187.8
210.4
219.8

221.5
238.2
266.0

195.2
206.3
227.6

227.6
228.0
229.3
229.6
229.6
229.8
230.1 

ADELAIDE
203.4
219.3
2362

229.5 
229.5
232.2 
2312 
232.2
234.5 
234.7

233.2
233.2
230.1
230.1
230.1
230.1
230.1

2167 
2185 
221.6 
221.6 
223.5 
222.6 
225.6

234.8
234.4
235.4
236.1
235.3
235.4
239.2

290.1
290.1
290.1
291.0
292.7
292.9 
2919

224.3
224.3
219.6
224.3
224.3
219.6
219.6

202.7
198.7
215.6
215.6
212.9
218.4
221.6

209.1 
208.7 
218.2
214.7 
211.6 
2111
2111

»

180.6
194.5
212.1

227.2
249.5
262.5

218.9
234.0
247.3

231.3
254.0
278.1

liiS-OO— 
November 
December 
JaiHuiy 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

188.1
195.5
206.0

196.0
214.0
218.8

217..5 
237.9 
250.8

184.6 
210.0
2127

262.0
263.0
263.2
263.3
265.4
265.6
265.6
265.7

246.2 
257.0
257.0 
257.0 
252.0
2S1.0 
257.0 
257.0

218.5 
217.9 
219.3 
219.4 
2’27
221.5 
224.5 
226.1

260.9 
261.1
262.9 
270.3 
2712 
275.3
280.4 
282.8

223.2 
223.2 
236.7 
237.4 
Zil.i
237.8 
237.8 
237.8

234.5 
238.2
239.1
239.2 
239.7 
239.9
241.2 
2412

207.3 
210.3 
210.3
210.3 
210.3 
221.5 
2215
224.9

261.5
261.5
261.5
265.2
265.2
265.4
265.4
267.3

247.0
249.3
251.3
251.3
251.3
251.3
251.3
251.6

210.(>
210.5
270.8
282.8
288.6
288.6
288.6
289.9

202.5
203.6
203.6
205.1
205.1
213.0
214.9
215.9

218.2 
218.2 
218.2 
218.2
2182 
218.2 
2215 
2215

260.8 
260.8 
239.9 
239.9 
239.9
249.7 
231J 
251.5

2163 
215.9 
2067 
2072 
2072 
2115 
220.8 
2212

J990-9J— 
July 
August 
September 
October p 
November p 
December p 
January p

269,0
269.0
269.2
269.2
269.2
269.2
269.2

1M2 
ZfAS 
264.5 
264.5 
264.5 
264.5 
273.6

225.8 
226.1
226.2 
226.1 
2264
227.4 
227.6

282.8
284.6
286.4
290.3
290.7
290.5
290.5

237.8
237.7
242.9
242.9
243.2
243.2
243.2

244.1
244.4
244.6
245.3
245.3
246.2
246.2

224.9
222.6
222.6
222.6
222.6
226.6
226.6

268.0 
269.0
270.5 
270.5 
270.5
2T2.1 
272.1

251.6
251.6
251.1
251.9
250.0
251.7
252.3

287.3
287.3
287.3
287.6
287.3
287.3
269.2

215.9
215.9
215.9
223.3
228.0
228.0
228.0

225.6
226.1
226.1
226.1
226.1
226.1
226.1

251J 
2517 
2565 
2565 
2565 
258.1 
258.1

219.8
221.1
226.0
231.7
226.9
218.1
213.6

B



5/rMcitra/ 
timber

Clay 
brick!

TABLE 5. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED MAJOR BUILDING MATERULS-coariaMod 
(Base of each fawtot; Year 1979-BO s 100.0)

Re^ 
mtud 

caaerete

Precast 
caaertu 
praeittcit

Ct^y/anised 
steel 

decki^, 
claddini. Structural

•te.

1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90

7989-90— 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

189.8
220.2
239.2

188.5 
205.6 
217,4

182.5
200.4
220.5

182.6
199.9
218.6

185.2
207,9
2311

Remforcim 
iUel 
bar.

PERTH
221.0
255.8
2733

Ja^ic 
arei 

mesh

183.8
199.4
219.5

AJtemitùam 
wiadtmn

Steel 
reveitrMs, 

doort, 
loiewes, 

etc.
Butidtrs' 
hardenre

SiMd. 
aU'SgaU

Jiiibig Carpet Paàii

Non-

216.8
231.7
244.3

202.2
214.1
236.3

208.7
222.6
240.6

200.0 
223.4 
248.1

213.3
223.9
2273

190.9
214.6
241.8

189.1 
213.4 
228.6

239.0
238.5
238.8
239.8
241.6
243.2
241.1
242.0

215.2 
215.2 
2153 
2153
224.7 
224.7 
224.7 
224.7

214.0 
222.1 
223.3 
223,3
223.2 
223.2 
223.2 
238.0

e 215.4
218.1
218.2
222.0
222.6
222.3
225.0
225.5

227.8
229.0
238.2
240.6
240.6
240.6
240.6
240.6

268.7 
2773 
2T9.1 
281.1 
278.9 
275.6 
275.0 
274.7

215.2
218.1
217.7
217.7
217.7
229.5
229.5
232.1

245.5
245.5
245.6
247.3
247.3
247.3
247.6
248.1

231.3 
233.2
233.2 
2311 
2493 
249.9
249.9 
250.2

234.1 
2343 
235.8 
245.3 
249.7 
250.4 
250.4 
250.6

246.9 
249J 
250J 
246.1 
2473 
250.0 
253.4 
263.4

2263 
2273 
227.3 
2273 
2273 
2273
228.1 
228.1

7990-97— 
July 
August 
September 
October p 
November p 
December p 
January p

1987-88
1988-89 
1989-90

i9^9>90 
November

« December
S January 

February 
March 
April 
May 
lune

7290-97— 
July 
August 
September 
October p 
November p 
December p 
January p

247.1
247.3
248.3
248.4
250.3
249.4
246.9

217.2
229.6
247.8

245.9
245.9
250.0
248.3
254.4
255.2
256.7
255.8

255.8 
257.5
2S1.S 
258.1 
258.1 
258.8 
258.1

224.7 
232.0 
232.0 
23X0 
232.0
232.0 
239.9

238.0
238.0
238.0
238,0
243.5
246.6
246.7

231.2
229.9
236.0
236.2
236.9
236.9
241.2

240.6
240.6
246.5
246.8
245.0
245.0
250.2

182.6
192.2
199.8

162.1
180.4
188.4

194.9
2112
229.3

193,9
216.0
237.5

2T7.9
278.7
278.7
278.5
278.0
277.3
275.9

HOBART
189.4
211.9
225.1

232.2
233.2
233.4
233.2
233.2
236.7
236.7

Î71.7
185.6
203.4

248.1
248.1
260.4
260.4
260.4
260.4
260.4

213.6
225.6
229.3

250.7 
252.7 
253.0 
252.5 
2523
254.0 
255.7

250.6 
250.6 
250.6
251,4 
251.4 
251.7 
253J

263JI 
263.4 
262.4 
26SJ 
273.1 
273 4 
273.4

228.1 
236.0
236.0 
236.0 
236.0
236.0 
236.0

185.9
201.9
211.3

192.3
202.4
217.1

172.9
174.9
183.6

199.6
2115
221.3

199.2
199.2
199.2
199.2
199.2
199.2
199.2
206.9

185.1
184.7
185.4
187.3
192.7
192.0
194.2
196.4

226.5
226.5
226.5
226.5
235.4
235.4
235,4
235.4

236.4
236.4
238.4
245.3
245.3
245.3
245.3
245.3

223.3 
224.3
224.3 
224.3 
226,5 
227.0
229.7 
229.7

199.6
204.9
204.9
204.9
206.1
209.5
206.1
206.9

229.3 
229.3
229.3 
229.3 
2293 
229.8
229.8 
229.8

210.8 
211.0
211.0
211.0
214.4
214.4
214.4 
2146

216.2 
2162 
216.2 
219.3 
219.1 
224.1 
225.3 
223.6

184.4
184.4
184.4
184.7
184.7
184.7
184.7
192.8

2213 
221.4 
221.4 
221.4 
221.4 
223.8 
226.7 
226.7

ixrt.x 
IfflA

207.1 
210.0 
210.0 
210.0

199.1
199,3
199.9
200.6
200.8
199.3
198.1

235.4
235.4
236.5
249.3
249.3
249.3
249.3

241.9
241.9
243.2
243.2
243.2
241.9
241.9

229.7
233.6
234.3
235.1
235.1
236.2
136.2

207.3
207.3
207.3
206.1
206.1
214.6
215.8

229.9
218.4
218.4
218.4
218.4
218.4
218.4

214.8
218.3
218.6
218.6
218.6
218.8
218.8

220.7
2.'i0.9
226.3
228.6
228.8
229.0
230.7

192.8 
193J 
194.9 
196.9 
196.9 
196.9 
196.9

226.9 
229.1 
229.1
229.1 
2293 
2293 
2293

242,1 
241.9
243.9 
2433 
242.0
245.9 
246.4 
2.’5.8

246.6 
246.6
251.1 
2543 
2493 
250.0
253.1

195.6 
2!4J> 
226.6

228.8
228.0
227.8
228.1
228.6
228.0
228.4
228.4

228.4 
230.3
233.8
235,7
236.6 
2403
2413

234.6 
232J 
232J 
217.1 
214.4 
229.7 
236.0 
230J

2283 
231.7 
234.9 
2315 
234.6
226.4 
226.4

159.1 
1’3.7 
174.9

169.8
165.9
165.9
169.7
180.8
180.8
179.8
174.3

171.0 
1T7.4 
179.8 
185.7 
184.8 
183.1
183.1

ii,>ä



TABLE 6. INDEX NUMiaERS FOR SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING MATERIALS 
(Base of eacli Index: Year 1979-80 « 100.0) _________________________

EUethetJ

Valut

ABtfcapt 
txhid^ 
titcoical 
laaUnaii 

Md 
macAaidcal 

ttrvicti

Co» 
alM^iv nceeamnaf

9J7%

SMtofc- 

ftwicA- 
28.^

rod

4025%

AU 
aiactriad 
naunab 
loom

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

190,9 
2081 
223.1

325.3 
3875 
4785

226.0 
2534
2685

196.3
208.1
2174

1905 
198.4 
2075

223.9
246.3
2731

AU 
tUeirieai 
maurtahi 
rxchtdiitg 

¡eunpt and

SYDNEY
2465 
278.5
3175

ItItcluMcal ttrviett cotapoatau
Pbaabiat Htaitnatf

Air

ditUHUag
Fir* 

pnteeiitM 
¡3.04%

EUvatan

ucalatarr 
¡4.15%

AH
lui^ mfchemiral Hydnadic 

pbai^uu Draiiiaaa
S05S< /4J2%

Md AU
mo/ pltaabM 

pbarihiiu mattriau 
5493% ------IOOM%

208.9
220.4
237.6

195.7 
2232 
2441

261.8
269.9
301.1

214.6
227.7
247.4

21X0 
237.7 
2505

205.8 
22X1 
2451

201.7 
22X1 
2435

2075
230.0
247.3

19S990-~ 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
i£y

220.8 
221.7 
223.9
224.8
226.1 
228X 
228.6
229.1

479.5 
479.9 
480.7 
475.9 
507.9
5267 
529.5 
508.1

2636 
2634 
265.6 
270.6
274.8 
2759 
277.9 
276.4

214.9 
219.0 
219.2 
220.5
220.8 
220.1
221.0 
222.7

210J 
209.6 
205.6 
2084 
208.6 
208.6 
208.3 
209.1

273.3 
274.3 
2731
274.1 
2814
285.2 
286.2
282.3

315.8
318.0
318.6
318.4
3305
336.9

¿JIJ

235.6 
237.3 
237.6
239.1 
2415 
24X9 
243.1 
243.1

242.3 
24X8 
2454 
2455 
247.7 
25X1 
25X5 
252.6

3015
303.9
305.5
306.9
308.8
315.7
308.1
306.4

245.7 
247.3 
248.2
2495 
251.7 
254.3
2535 
2531

25X1 
2524 
247J 
249.6
250.3 
2531 
254.1 
255.7

244.9 
245.0 
24X4 
243.8 
250.5 
2505 
251.0
25X8

243.0 
2425 
246.0 
246.9 
249.1 
25X3 
25X3 
25X3

247.9 
247.9 
246.1 
247.8
249.9 
2525 
253.0 
254.1

1990-91— 
July 
AuguA 
SepteR^Kt 
Oooberp 
November p 
December p 
January p

231.3 
23X2 
233.3 
2339 
2355 
236.4 
237,1

507.4
511.3
605.8
617.3
585.7
554.3
5543

276.3 
278.6 
278.7
28X1 
2786 
281.8
284 2

22X7 
2243 
224.1 
226.1 
225.9
227.6 
227.6

209.4 
210.1 
215.4 
215.4 
208-7
208.7
209.9

28X3 
284.1 
306.0 
309.3 
299 6 
293.8 
294.6

¡987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90

1M7 
203.0 
218.6

283.2 
364.8
4181

195-4 
213.0
219J

211.3
231:
251.3

204.4
223.2
229.8

22X0 
254.4 
2745

331.4 
333.9 
367.0 
37X6
360.8 
351.2 
351.6

MELBOURNE
233.9 
2755
304.6

24X5 
242.7 
245.3 
2521 
25X2 
2515 
254.0

210.3
2254
244.7

I9S9-90- 
Novctnber 
December 
January 
Fdnuary 
March

217.9 
218.0 
219.0
220.1
220.7
221.7 
X2X5 
223.0

417.5 
415.8 
41X3
406.0 
424.4 
440.S
440.4 
446.0

21X5 
213.8 
2145 
218.9
226.2 
2275 
231.3 
235.7

249-7
253.4
253.6
253.6
253.6
254.2
256.6
259.3

230.8 
231.3 
229.1 
230.9 
230.3 
2294
229.4 
225.4

273.6
274,6
273.1
273.0
277.3
280.7
281.7
2825

302.4
303.8
302.8
301.3
309.0
315.3
316.9
3209

241.8
244.0
244.6
247.0
249.6
251.2
252.2
253.0

253.0 
2535 
257.8 
258.4
257.7 
257.8 
256.1

Ut.S

209.9

208.6 
209.2 
2105 
2115
211.7 
211.9 
213.4 
213.6

308.5
309.7
300.8
301.4
303.2
303.8
305.1

260.9
277.9
286.2

284.6 
285.3 
285.8 
286.6
286.0 
291.6 
291.9 
292.2

253.1 
2535 
254.7 
259.9
260.1 
259.6 
2614

214.6 
2291
246.0

243.5 
245.3 
246.0
248.0 
249.8 
251.8 
25X7
253.4

253.4
260.9 
2605
264.8
263.9 
2665 
266.6

2085 
234.1 
248.4

2495 
2474 
246.9 
248.8 
2504 
25X6 
2555 
254.3

256.3 
255.9 
261.1 
2625 
264.6
265.7 
268.2

209.2
225.1
246.9

244.9
244.9
244.9
244.9
255.2
255.3
256.4
256.4

25X3
254.0
259.6
261.8
258.3
259.3
259.5

255.0 
257.8 
260.3 
2634 
26X1 
263.9
264.3

O

169.6
189.0
2115

194.9
217.1
235.3

210.3 
210.8 
2154 
217.9
218.2 
218.7 
218.6 
218.7

235.2 
234.3 
235.6 
2374 
239.8 
241.1 
24X8
24X2

JW-PJ— 
July

September 
Ooobearp 
November p
December p
January p

223.8 
2M.5 
226.0 
226.7 
227.3 
228.4 
230.0

445.8 
437.7 
508.2 
505.7 
499-0
499.0 
499.8

235,7
228.4
229.6
230.9
231.3
236.3
236.3

259.0 
260.6
255.7
255.9 
2575 
257.0
259.2

227.1 
231.3 
23X3 
23X5 
226.0
224.9 
227.0

283.0 
28X8 
296.6
296.4 
292.9 
292.1
294.4

320.7 
3174 
340.0
339.4 
337.9 
338.5
339.8

251.8 
2515 
251.8 
25X4 
25X5 
252.3 
2548

213.8
214.2
215.0
215.4
215.0
221.7
222.4

292.4 
292.8 
292-8 
286.5 
287.7 
288.1
288.5

25X6 
25X5 
25X8 
2524 
25X6 
253.4 
255.4

255.3 
2571
258.1 
256.3 
2564 
2555 
258 8

258.3
261.9
268.3
266.9
268.4
268.4
268.8

218.7 
216.0 
2234 
2235 
2235
223.2 
2235

24X9 
243.5 
2474 
2464
246.6 
246.1
247.9

Fkv footnote cse end ci ubk.



TABLE 6. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING MATERIALS— 
(Base of each index: Year 1979.«0 = 100.0)

EUctrical naUriah

VaJus wsigMifa)

1987-88
1988-89 
1989-9C

¡999-90- 
November 
December 
January 
Fehniary 
March 
hfy

¡990-91— 
July 
August 
S^lanber 
Octoberp 
Novemberp 
December p 
Jmutryp

1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90

AU groi^ 
axetudiug 
slsctrical 
matsrùds

msehanied
Con- and

ductors acctssorius
20.9g^ 9^%

Switch­
boards 

and 
switch­

tsar 
28k%

iifht

402^

AU 
aUctrieal 
materials 
100.00%

190.0
208.7
228.0

225.9
227.6
230.2
230.8
232.0
233.1
233.8
235.9

236.7
237.1
238.7
239.7
240.6
241.0
243.0

202.6
219.7
235.6

261.6
335.6
4415

434.6 
441J 
446.4 
443.6 
481.9 
501.2 
504.3 
504.3

502.7
502.7
479.5
456.8
413.7
391.6
384.7

289.7
307.6
390.7

222.0
255.0
276.5

272.0
270.7
273.8
272.5
275.1
293.1
298.5
299.6

293.6
294.3
264.1
264.6
265.5
267.6 
2700

187.6
191,3
194.0

207.2
227.0
242.4

240.0
243.4
244.1
244.1
244.5
245.2
247.9
248.1

252.3 
25X4 
249.3 
249.9 
251.1
254.4 
255.4

201.4
218.0
230.2

180.6
199.3
198.5

202.4 
203.0 
203.2
192.2 
192.2 
193.4
1934 
193.4

196.2
196.2
194.2
194.2
195.6
195.6
195.7

181.3
190.0
191.6

209.4
2414
269.8

268.8 
271.3 
273.0 
267.8
276.2 
282.8 
284.7 
284.9

286.3
286.4
276.8
272.3
264.3
260.8
259.9

210.4 
22X9 
244.7

AU 
slsctrical 
matsrials 
sscludiaf 

lamps aid
Ught 

Jittiigs
BRISBANE

228.8 
269.7
317.9

313.5
317.3
320.0
318.8
332.8
342.9
346.2
346.5

347.0
347.1
332.5
324.9
310.6
304.7
303.2

ADELAIDE
230.1
245.0
280.5

Mtchanical ttrvicv compoHtnii

ditioning 
72.81%

Firs 
prolscdott 

13.04%

EUvMfn

AKdbiWJ 
J4.I5%

AU
a/td HuchoHical Hydnu^ 

plumbiiii 
50J5<

Ptunbii^ maUriati

DraijMf« 
14J2%

Roof 
Md AU
naf pbtubini

«iflMnalr 
tOO.00%

200.0
213.3
231.1

229.9
230.7
231.3
233.1
235.6
235.7
236.5
235.9

236.1
235.7
234.7
234.8
234.8
235.1
236.8

205.8
219.4
235.2

186.9
2103
233.4

2M.0
235.7
238.7
238.7
238.7
246.4
246.4
246.1

246.1
246.1
255.1
254.6
254.6
254.6
245.0

191.6
195.9
200.5

261.0
275.6
304.1

304.0 
305.6 
306.9 
3074 
311.0
319.5 
310.9 
310.1

314.6
307.4
307.6
308.2
308.4
311.4

260.9
275.5
303.2

206.9
221.7
241.7

239.6 
241.5 
243.0
244.3 
246.7 
248.9
248.3 
247.7

248.2
248.3
247.7
247.7
247.8
248.0
248.4

211.7
224.3
240.3

2005
228.6
240.7

241.3 
239.1
238.9 
241.6 
243.8 
24X8 
244.2 
241.3

241.2
239.6
243.0
243.7
2425
245.1
247.2

207.6
234.1
248,7

194.3 
21S.3 
240.6

234.9
238.9
241.8
242.1
25X1
251.9
252.2 
251x8

255.8
255.0
263.1
263.9
263.2
263.3
264.4

220.0
235.2
261.0

184.7
202.2 
2275

226.1 
227.4 
230.6 
23X3
236.0 
234.8 
235.8
235.8

235.8
235.8
237.0
240.1
243.3
243.3
243.3

193.3
202.9
223.0

194.1 
217.5 
236.1

235.0 
235.0 
2364 
238.4
242.3 
241.3 
24X4 
240.9

2414
240.5
243.8
245.4
245.8
247,1
248,3

204.4
223.4
241.5

/989.ÌIÌK- 
November 
December 
January 
Febniary 
March 
jZiy

233.4
234.7
235.9
237.3
238.2
240.0
241.4
243.1 

1990-91- 
July 
August 
S^tember 
Octoberp 
November p 
December p 
Janatryp

243.9
244.0
244.7
245.6
246.1
246.8
247.2

386.1
393.0
393.0
392.5
419.9
433.8
433.8
433.8 

433.8
433.1
480.9
485.0
476.6
476.6
475.9

191.3
192.5
194.1
194.3
194.1
194.1
199.5
202.2

202.2 
204,8
203.7 
203.1 
202 4 
215.1
216.6

228.3
229.5
229.5
229.1
233.9
234.8
234.8
238.6 

238.9
238.7
239.1
239.5
241.5
245.9
246.0

190.4
190.4
191.1
191.2
193.7
190.2
190.2
194.9 

194.9
194.9
195.2
195.2
195.2
194.7
194.7

242.5 
244.4
244.8 
244.7 
25X8 
254.5 
255.1
258.3 

258.4
258.5
268.6
269.5
268.3
270.6
270.6

2775 
280.7 
281.0 
280.7 
292.6 
297.9 
298.8 
301.1

301.2 
301.3
318.1
319.6 
3175
321.8
321.8

230.9
234.3
235.1
236.3
240.5
241.9
243.3
245.6 

246.1
247.2
253.6
254.7
256.0
255.6
257.7

195.4
197.5
202.2
202.1
203.7
206.0
206.1
205.5 

205.8
207.4
210.2
211.2
211.9
211.9
206.2

303.9
305.5
306.8
307.8
310.0
316.8
307.7
306.2 

307.8 
308.2 
2975 
297.9
299.2 
299.7 
301.3

236.6 
239.6
240.9 
242.0 
245.5 
247.8 
247.6 
248.9 

249.6
250.7
254.2
255.2
256.3
256.1
257.1

2505 
249.9 
245.8
249.2 
251.0
254.0 
2555
255.8 

255.9
256.6
256.6
260.0
258.6
260.3
259.0

260.9 
26X7 
262.9 
263.0
267.6 
267.8 
267.8 
267.9 

268.6
267,1
264.8
275,3
276.7
274.7
274.7

219.1 
219.1 
230.2 
232.1 
2324
23X4 
23X4 
2324 

232.4
232.4
238.5
238J
238.8
237.3
237.3

241.1
241.0
242.9
245.2
246.9
248.5
249.2
249.4 

249.6 
249.7 
2515 
254.7
254.3 
254.4 
253.7

For footnote tee end of uble.



Vainc waight(a)

1987-88
1988-89 
1989-90

¡989-90 ■ 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
dty 

June

¡990-91— 
July 
August 
Sc^eniber 
October p 
November p 
December p 
January p

1987-88
1988-89 
1989-90

/ «19-90- 
Novemher 
December 
January 
Febniary 
March 
April 
May

¡990-91- 
July 
August 
September 
October p 
November p 
December p 
January p

1» ■BB

TABLE 6. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING MATERIALS—cewhnued 
(Base of each Index; Year 1979-80 a 100.0)

EUcaical naitrials

s
II

AU groups 
excluding 
electrieai 
materials

mechanical 
services

Con-
Conduit 

and
ductors accossorUs
20.96% 9.87%

SwifcA- 
boards

switch-
28.5^%

Lamps

light 
fittings 
4025%

AU 
electrical 
mMenals 
100.00%

AU 
electrical 
materials 
excluding 

lamps and 
light 

fittings

Mechanical services components
mattnals

194.5
214.3
232.7

229.5
232.3
233.7
234.9
236.7
238.3
238.6
241.0

242.1
242.7
244.2
244.9
246.2
247.2
247.9

182.5
198.0
209.2

207.6
208.0
208.6
209.3
211.5
212.3
213.4
214.0

213.9
214.5
215.2
216.2
216.9
217.5
217.6

For footnote see end of uWc.

337.1 
439.3 
508.8

496.2
499.5
499.5
498.2
502.4
570.7
570.6
570.6

574,7
574.9
572.1
572.1
572.1
579.1
579.1

255.7
306.6
353.2

334.9
364.2
365.0
364.1
379.4
374.2
382.3
394.9

386.0
386.0
384.6
385.4
356.4
351.6
351.6

209.1 
236.3 
251.1

244.7 
247.6
250.0 
250.3
251.0 
262.0 
264 3 
267.4

265.3
267.4
267.4
269.1
269.7
277.7
278.1

203.8
225.4
223.9

225.4
224.8
222.5
223.4
223.4
224.4 
2M.4
222.1

222.0
222.4
230,9
230.9
230.9
241.9
245.3

234.0
238.0
250.3

246.6
249.0
251.2
252.9
253.2
257.0
257.6
259.3

260.1
260.4
260.9
260.9
263.0
262,9
263.5

244.7
265 8
278.4

276.7
278,2
278.5
278.9
281.1
282.5
282.6
284,7

285.1 
285.4 
287.3 
287.4 
289.5 
300.6 
301.5

203.6
213.0
211.0

209.1 
211.7
210 8 
209.6 
209.6 
209.6 
209.6
209.7

209.7
210.0
207.8
208.0
208.2
205.4
208.4

179.8
190.4
190,3

191.0
191.5
187.6
188.4
188.4
188.4
188.4
189.8

189.6
189.6
182.1
182.1
182.0
182.1
183.5

238.1
270.0
288.8

283.7
286.4
286.9
286.7
287.7
304.2
304.6
305.5

306.4
306.8
305.5
305.7
306.5
307.6
309.0

216.9
240.1
253.2

249.3
256.1
254.5
254.9
258.7
258.1
259.9
263.4

261.6
261.7
259.8
260.0
254.5
257.8
258.9

Air 
con­

ditioning 
72.8i%

Fire 
protection 

13.04%

Elevators

escalators 
¡4.15%

PERTH
261.3
308.4
341.3

334.0
336.8
338.2
338.7
340.4
368.0
368.7
370.0

371.5
372.0
371.3 
3713
372.7 
376.4
376.7

HOBART
241.8 
273.4
295.7

288.6 
299.5
299.6 
299.7 
306.1
305.1 
308.0 
313.0

310.1
310.3
312,1
312.5
303.3
308.8
309.8

208.3
222.5
237.5

237.6
238.6
238.8
237.2
237.4
241.2
241.4
242.3

240.2
242.0
240.7
240.4
242.0
241.9
242.0

195.9
206,5
222,4

219.6 
219.9 
221.6 
2».2 
227.0 
227.3
228.5 
228.3

227.0
228.6
225.8
228.7
230.5
230.4
231.0

196.9
228.6
244.4

241.2
242.7
244.4
245.3
246.9
253,2 
253.5
255.5

256.0
256.6
256.5
256.4
257.2
259.2
254.3

186.5
213.1
220.5

216.6
216.6
216.6
216.7
228.3
228.3
228.3
228.3

228.3
228.3
228.3
228.3
228.3
228.3
228.3

261.1
275.8
304.5

304.2
305.8
307.1
307.6
311.2
320.0
311.9
311.0

313.7
315.7
308.5
308.7
309.4
309.6
312.8

265.0
287.5
308.6

305.7 
306.5 
307.7
306.5 
311.2 
3247
319.4 
319.2

320.8
323.4
322.8
323.1
314.2
324.6
326.8

AU 
mechanical 

1^0^
Hydnutlic
tluoMtu 
5055%

¿>raÎAd|( 
i452%

ami AU
roof plumbing 

plumbing materials
34.93% 100.00%

214.3
230.9
247.9

247.5 
248.6 
249.2 
248.2
249 I 
253.9 
253.0 
253.7

252.6
254.3
252.3
252.2
253.5
253.7
253.6

204.4
218.8
234.3

231.4
231.7
233.2
235.1
239.1
241.2
241.3
241.2

240.4
242.0
239.9
242.0
243.5
243.5 
244-2

191.6
211.8
233.9

233,9
233.4 
2334
234.7
234.8
242.2
244.1
242.2

2417
243.3
244.1
243.9
243.8
243.0
242.9

176.2
192.6
202.5

199.2 
197.1
198.7 
202.7
206.8
207.4
209.0 
2075

204,9
209.7
210.8
213.0
212.7
212.4
212.5

202.0
219.7
246.0

246.5
247.0
247,0
246.3
249.4
248.6
256.3
257,7

2642
257.2
259.3
259.3
261.5
26I.S 
273.8

172.5 
186.2
2W.2

201.7
201.7
201.8
201.8
209.6
209.6
209.6
209.6

<’41.1 
2U' 
214.8 
225.1 
225.1 
225.1 
225.1

185.6
207.8
231.9

228.6
229.5
236.3
240.1
240.8
240.8
240.8
240.8

240.8
240.8
245.2
247.1
245.8
245.8
249.5

1893
208.7
232.3

231.2
231.4
232.9
239.7
239.7
239.7
239.7
239.7

237.3
237.5
240.1
240.4
240.4
239.5
239.5

191.0
211.6
234.9

233.9 
234.0
236.4 
238.3
239.0 
242.6
244.7 
244.0

245.2
244.4
246.7
247.3
247.1
246.7
249.7

180.2
197.3
213.1

210.7 
209.7 
211.1 
215J 
218.7 
2190 
219.8
219.0

216.8
219.7
221.6
224.3
224.2
223.7
223.7

B



TABLE 6, INDEX NUMBERS FOR SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING MATERULS-^onitmMd 
(Base of each index: Year 1979*80 « 100.0)

Eiactricai mattrials

Value weighi(a)

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

A// groups 
excluding 
electrical 
materials 

and 
mechanical 

services

Con-
Conduit 

and
ductors accessories
20.96% 9.87%

Switch­
boards 

and 
switch­

gear 
28.92%

Lamps 
and 

light 
fittings 
4025%

All 
electrical 
materials 

Ml excluding 
electrical lamps and
materials
100.00% fittings

Mechanical strvicts components

Air 
con- Fire

Elevators All

diiioning protection
72.81% 13.04%

escalators 
14.15%

and mechanical
services

100.00%

Hydraulic

WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES

Plumbing mattrials

Roof 
and All
roof plumbing

plumbing Oraine^t plumbing materials
SO.55% 14.52% 34.93% 100j00%

190.5
208.5
224.5

301.3
369.7
447.7

210.3
232.8
244,5

206.5
222.9
236.4

193.5
206.2
211.2

221.5
247.9
271.3

240.3
276.0
311.9

2Çfl.S
220.8
238.3

192.0
211.2
227.5

261.3
274.5
297.9

213.1
227.2
245,3

206.1
231J
245.7

205.8
222.6
246.1

187.5
206.2
228.6

199.6
221.4
239.8

1989-90- 
Novemher 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
Jutie

222.6
223.6
225.3
226.3
227.4
229.0
229.7
230.7

444.8
446,9
446,9
442.8
467.9
490.3
491.7
486.0

239.3
240.0
241.6
244.6
248.5
252.7
256.0
257.4

234.1
237.5
237.9
238.5
239.3
239.8
241.2
243.3

212.6
212.9
210.7
210.8
210.9
210.4
210.4
210.0

270.1
271.7
271.1
270.8
276.7
281.8
282.8
282.2

308.9
311.4
311.8
311.2
321.0
329.8
331.5
330.8

236.0
237.9
238.5
239,8
242.3
243.8
244.4
244.9

224.3
226.5
228.9
229.3
230.7
234.2
234.8
235.0

297.6
299.2
300.3
301.3
302.9
310.0
304.4
303.5

243.2
245.1
246.0
247.2
249.3
251.9
251.7
251.9

246.8
245.9
243.5
245.8
247,0
249.7
251.4
251.1

244.7
245.5
244.9
245.4
253.0
252.9
254.2
254.9

227.1
227.4
232.3
234.2
235.7
236.8
236.9
237.0

239.6
239.4
239.8
241.7
243.9
245.7
246.8
246.7

1990-91—
July 
August 
September 
Oclotxrp 
November p 
December p 
January p

232.0
232.6
233.9
234.6
235.7
236.6
237.7

485.8
484,7
540,4
541,3
521.5
508.3
507.6

256.4
255.8
252.4
254,2
253,2
258.4
259.9

243.9
244.9
243.1
244.0
245.1
246.6
247.5

210.9
212.4
214.0
214.1
210.0
209.4
210.8

282.6
283.2
294.6
295.3
289.7
287,6
288.4

330.8
330.8
348.9
350.0
343.4
340.4
340.8

244.2
244.5
245.9
248.6
249.0
248.7
250.8

235.3
235.8
239.0
239.3
239.1
241,3
238.6

305.1
306.2
300.2
298,7
300.0
300.4
301.9

251.7
252.1
252.')
254.5
255.0
255,0
256.4

251.6
253.8
254.5
255.9
255.4
256.4
257.5

258.0
258.0
262.7
264.3
265.7
265.9
268.3

236.9
236.7
242.2
243.6
242.6
242.7
243.2

247.4
248.5
251.4
252.8
252.4
253.0
254.1

(a) Con^xMiboa and weighiing u at r^eicnce bate year 1979-80 : lee paragn(4t 3 of Explanatory Notes.
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TABLE 7. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED MAJOR BUILDING MATERIALS—CANBERR.V
(Base of each indet; year I9B6-S7 a 100.0)

1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90

itrueftira/ 
timber
107.7
123.8
133.4

Clay

IW.S 
132 8
151.6

Keaify

ro9T 
11X6 
117.8

Precast 
concrete 
prod^is

106.1
116.0
129.3

GaAwuMd 
steel 

dedsing. 
cladiling. 

«tc.
111.8 
12X6 
1275

StTMCtMTOi 
Steel

109.2 
118.8 
133.0

Aluminuiin 
wiwd<*wtf

1160 
143.3 
156.9

5(Mi 
windows. 

doors, 
louvres, 

etc.
111.4 
121.1 
1286

Uuilderv' 
hartbv^e

105.6 
113.3 
12X3

Carpet 
123.9 
138.4 
141J

iPaint
110.5
124.3
131.2

Non-

IMS
138.3
146.2

I

S'

fse9-9a 
November 
Decan ber 
January 
February 
March

if.'i*y

133.0 
133.0 
1313 
133.2
134.2 
134.7 
134,7 
134.7

150.6
150.6
150,3
153.5
156.0
155.8
155.1
154.3

114.6 
114.6 
119.9
120.8
121.5 
1215
121.5 
121.5

127.4 
127.4 
129.7 
129.7 
132.0 
13X0
132.0 
13X0

127.5
127.5
128.6
128.6
128.6
128.6
128.6
128.6

13X9 
133.9 
134.7 
1352 
tJ8.6 
1387 
133.6 
133.6

155.2
155.2
156.8
159.8
161.1
159.6
157.2
157.2

1M.7 
124.7 
133.1 
133.1 
133.3 
13X8 
133.3 
133.3

121.6 
122.4 
12X4 
12X4
IM.l 
125.5 
124.1 
126.7

141.3 
141.3 
141.3 
141.3
141.1 
14X1 
142.2 
14X2

129 J 
129 J 
133.7 
133.7 
133.7 
133.7 
133.7 
133.7

147.1
146.8
148.8
145.8
145.6
145 7
150.5
150.0

1990-91 
July 
August 
S^letnber 
October p 
November p 
December p 
January p

134.7 
135.2 
1352
135.2 
135.2 
135.6
13S.6

1559
156.7
156.2
156.1
156.1
156.2
156.8

127,1
127,0
128.2
128.2
128.2 
13X0
132.0

1320
130.0
130.7
131.4
131.3
131.3
131.3

128.6 
13X1 
133.0 
136.6
136.6 
1.36.6 
136.6

140.6 
141.2 
141.8 
142..5 
14X5 
14X5 
142.5

156.3
154.5
154.5
154.5
157.2
157.8
157.8

133,3
134,6
135.1
135,1
136.4
136.4
136.4

126.7
126.7
126.7
126.7
132.0
133.7
133.7

142.2 
14X8 
14X8 
142.8 
14X8 
14X8 
142.8

133.7
133.7
146.1
148.9
148.9
149.3
149.3

150.2
149.9
153.3
147.3
155.0
154.7
154.7

TABLE 8. INDEX NUMBERS FX)R SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING MATERIALS—CANBERRA 
(Base tjf each index: Year 1965-87 s 100.0)

EUctncal maierials

1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90

AH groups 
excluding 
electrical 
materials

mechanical 
services

lll.l 
121.6 
130.7

Con- 
20.65^ 

143.3 
187.2 
241.1

Con<6<it

accesson'es 
10.71%

1183 
14X1 
151.5

SwitL'li- 
boards 

and 
switch- 

gear 
2800%

118.6 
127,5 
133.2

fittings 
40.64%

109.3 
121.5
1301

AH 
electrical 
materials 
100.00%

119.9 
139.0 
156.2

AH 
electrical 
materials 
excluding 

lampsand 
ligAt 

fittings
1X7.1 
150.9 
174.0

Mechanical services components
fibunbutf matanais

Air 

ditioning 
69J7% 

110.9 
120.9 
130.5

fire 
protection 

12.15%
iOJ.d 
117.9 
129.9

Elevators 
and 

escalators 
18.48%

104.5 
108.4 
118.9

AU 
mechanicai 

services 
100.00%

109.3 
118.2 
128.3

Hydrauilc 
plumbing 

60.41%
122.7 
137.9 
149.8

Dnwwig* 
1206%

110.0
122.6
134.3

Roof 
and 
roc^ 

ptismbing 
2755%

■ 110.6
121.6 
131.6

AU
pbtmbM 
maieriau 
100.00%

117.8 
131.6 
14X9

hii9-90— 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
ulty 

June

129,3
129.4
131.2
131.9
132.9
133.9
133.8
133.7

237.8
237.8
237.8
240.9
262.3
272.2
272.6
272.5

150.1
150.4
150.9
151.5
154.5
154.9
1.54.4
154.4

132.2 
133.1
133.6 
133.6
133.6 
134.4 
1M.4
135,2

129.4
129.4
129.4
129.4
129.6
132.6
132.7
132.7

154.8
155.1
155.3
156.0
160.8
164.3
164.4
164.6

172.1
172.6
173.0
174.2
182.1
186.0
186.1
186.4

130.0
130.0
130,2
131.2
132.0
132.3
133.0
133.8

128.7 
129.0 
129,0
129.8 
133.3
134.1 
133 8
133.8

118.7
119.4
120.0
120.2
121.4 
123-8
121.2
120.8

\T1.1 
127.9 
128.2 
129.0 
130.2 
131.0 
130.9 
131.4

151,4151.4
15X7 
152.7 
151.7 
151.5

13X6 
132.6 
134.4 
134.4 
137.6 
137.6 
137.6 
137.6

131.3 
131.3 
13X1 
13X3 
132.3 
13X3 
133.5 
133.5

14X5 
142.6 
143.5 
144.1 
145.2 
145.3 
145.0 
144.9

1990-91 
July 
Au^st 
S^iember 
October p 
November p 
December p 
January p

135.0
135.0
136.0
136.2
137.3
138.4
138.8

27X5 
273.5 
327.4 
328.3 
328.3 
331.9 
319.1

154.8
154.8
155.7
155.7
156.8
156.2
156.7

135.2
135,2
135.2
135.3
135.3
135.1
136.8

132.7 
132.2 
13X3
132.4 
132.4 
131.0
131.5

K4.6
164.6
175.9
176.2
176.3
176.3
174.4

186.5 
186.8 
205.8
206.1 
206-3 
207.4
203.8

133.5
133.7
133.2
135.5
136.6
138.6
138.6

134.2
134.2
139.1
139.2
140.1
140.2
139.6

121.8
122.6
120.1
120.2
120.6
120.7
121.5

131,5
131.7
131.5
133.1
134.1
135.5
135.6

15X3 
15X1 
149.1 
147.5 
151.2 
157.0 
157.0

141.3
140.6
141.9
142.1
145.1
145.1
14.5,1

133.5
132.7
133.4
135.7
135.7
136.9
136.9

145.8
145.4
143.9
143.6
146.2
150.0
150.0

(a) CompoeiutM and wughiing as at rcluance base year 1986-87: see paragraph 4 of Explanatory Notes.
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I

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication contains the Price Index of 

Materials Used in Building Other than House Building on 
reference base 1979-80 * 100.0 for the six State capital 
cities, 1981-82 =■ 100.0 for Darwin and 1986-87 = 100.0 
for Canberra. The Appendix to the February 1981 issue of 
this publication contains a more detailed description of the 
index and its relationship with previous indexes. A 
detailed description of the previous index is contained in 
Labour Report No. 58. 1973 (Ref No. 6.7).

Ciassiflcatiuns used
6. For the weighted average of the six State capital

Scope and composition
2. The index measures changes in prices of selected
materials used in the construction of buildings other than 
houses. It includes 68 items for the six State capital cities, 
64 items for Darwin and 67 items for Canberra, which are 
combined into 10 industry of origin groups and an ‘All 
groups’ index. Table 1 presents ‘All groups’ index 
numbers for the weighted average of the six State capital 
cities and for each of the cities separately. Although many 
of the selected materials are also used in house building, 
in building repair, maintenance and alteration work, and 
in engineering construction wort (e.g. projects such as 
roads, dams, bridges and the like), the weighting pattern 
of the index is not applicable to these other activities of 
the construction industry. In addition, since the weights 
arc based on an average maicrials usage over a range of 
types of building within the defined area (building other 
than house building), the index is not necessarily 
applicable to any spcciFic building or type of building.

cities the selected materials have been combined into 
broad groups on an industry of origin basis. Table 3 
presents index number!! for groups defined in terms of the 
Groups (3 digit-level) of the 1978 edition of the 
Australian Standard Industrial Classification (ASIC); the 
percentage contributions for individual materials and 
groups are shown in Table Al of the Appendix to the 
February 1981 issue of this publication. The ‘industry of 
origin’ is not necessarily identical with the industry which 
supplies the materials to builders. The ‘industry of origin’ 
is the industry in which the material is primarily 
produced, determined in accordance with the cla-ssificalion 
rules of the ASIC. For instance, many of the materials arc 
sold to builders by wholesalers, but the materials arc 
classified to the appropriate producing indusuies, rather 
than the wholesale trading industries. Some materials used 
in constructing buildings in Australia arc imported. 
Imported materials are allocated to the .same industry of 
origin as Australian produced materials.

Prices
7. Prices are collected at the mid-point of the month to

Items and weights

which the index refers, or the nearest trading day. They 
relate to specified standards of each material and are 
obtained from representative suppliers of materials used in 
building. In general the point of pricing is delivered on 
site but in some cases it has been ncccs.sary to use the 
nearest realistic price available, e.g. ‘delivered to 
electrical contractor’s store’. Local prices arc used in the 
indexes for each capital city.

3. The index is a fixed weights index. For the six State
capital cities the items were selected and allocated 
weights in accordance with the estimated average values 
of materials used in the construction of buildings other 
than houses commenced in the six State capital cities in 
the three years ended June 1977. This same weighting 
pattern is used for each of the six capital cities. Copies of 
the weighting patterns for the ‘All groups’ index and the 
indexes in Table 6 of this publication are available from 
the ABS on request.

8. As far as possible, actual transactions prices are

4. The weighting patterns for the Darwin and Canberra
indexes are based on the same information used to 
construct the weighting patterns for the other capital 
cities, adjusted to account fur differences in material 
usage and differences in price levels between Darwin, 
Canberra and the other cities. The list of selected items as 
well as the weights of the items for Darwin and Canberra 
are slightly different from those for the other capital cities. 
Copies of the weighting patterns for Darwin arc available 
on request from the ABS. The weighting patterns for 
Canberra were shown in Appendix A of the November 
1987 issue of this publication.

used in this index — that i-S the prices actually paid by 
building contractors or subcontractors to suppliers for 
materials delivered on building sites. The actual price paid 
for anything can, of course, be described in various ways. 
Instead of being described as a single price (as usually 
happens in retail shops) a price for a building material 
may be described in terms of the components that make 
up the price — for instance ‘list price plus sales tax’, 
‘suppliers price plus freight’, ‘basic price les.s (particular 
types of) discount’ and so on. It is dicse net prices that 
buyers pay to seller.s for materials that the ABS aims to 
use in compiling this price index.

9. The ABS asks respondent businesses to report details

5. The weighting patterns referred to in paragraphs 3
and 4 are applied to local price measures for calculating 
index numbers for each capital city.

of the discounts they offer so that actual transactions 
prices can be calculated. However as building materials 
suppliers offer many different types of discounts to buyers 
(e.g. trade discounts, settlement discounts, quantity 
discounts, competitive discounts) the identification of the 
discounts and the way in whtch they arc applied by sellers 
pose considerable problems for the ABS. To the extent 
that discounts Tre identified and measured their effects arc 
taken into account in calculating the index. Sometimes 
new discounts, or changes in the way discounts arc 
applied by sellers, arc identified only after index numbers 
for a particular period have been published. In such cases, 
or in any other case where it is discovered that incorrect
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prices have been used in compiling the indexes, revisions 
to index numbers will occur in subsequent issues of this 
publication.

10. To minimise the incidence of revisions, the ABS has 
stringent procedures to verify that prices reported in its 
mail collections arc iransacuons prices nd of discounts.

11. Sales taxes levied on building materials are included 
in the prices used to compile the index. Materials used in 
the construction of Commonwealth, State and Local 
Government owned buildings arc exempt from sales tax; 
materials used in most non-govcrnmeni ‘health' and 
education buildings are also exempt. Al any particular 

liine when there is a change in the rale of .sales tax on 
building materials, the movement in the index lake.s into 
account the proportion of materials sold subject to sales 
tax and the proportion of materials exempt from .sales tax.

12. Ihe Appendix to the September 1986 issue explains 
more fully the treatment of sales tax. The conversion 
factors published in Tables 1 and 2 of the Appendix allow 
users, if they wish to do so, to convert published index 
numbers for September 1986 and subsequent months to 
either include the full ellects of safes ta.x changes or 
exclude en'irely the effects of sales tax changes. 
Conversion factors for the period Sepiembcr 1981 to 
August 1982, September 1982 to August 198,3, September 
1983 to September 1985, and October 1985 to August 
1986 arc available from the ABS on request.

13. The Appendix to the February 1981 issue of this 
publication contains a detailed explanation of the 
mea.surcment of price change for materials supplied to 
individual order.

Index numbers lor .selected materials.

14. Table 4 contains index numbers lor selected 
materials used in constructing buildings other than houses 
for the weighted average of the six Stale capital cities. In
general these indexes relate to cither single items or
combinations of items as shown in the weighting pattern
tMiklii-krx.l 'T* t-l_ * 1 _r .L . » .. ® .... . .............. ............. "vijjuuiig pmivJH
published in Table Al of the Appendix to the February 
1981 issue of this publication. Table ,5 contains index 
numbers for selected major materials tor each State capital
city separately. Table 7 contains corresponding index 
numbers for Canberra.

Index numbers for special combinations of materials
15. Table 6 contains index numbers for the following 
special combinations of materials, for t rrh State capital 
city and the weighted average of the six State- capital 
cities.

(a) ‘All groups excluding electrical materials and 
mechanical services components'. Thi.s index scries 
is a continuation of the scries de,sc ribed as the 
Special purpose’ index in publications prior to the 

February 1981 issue.

(b) Electrical materials'. Thi.s index scries is a con­
tinuation of the ‘Electrical installation materials' 
series previously released in the publication Price 

Index of Electrical Installation Materials (6409.0) 
discontinued in February 1981.

(e) ‘Mechanical services components’.

(d) ‘Plumbing materials’.

Table 8 contains corresponding index numbers for 
Canberra.

Interpretation and analysis
16. Care should be exercised when interpreting 
month-to-month movements in the indexes as short lemi 
movements do not necessarily indicate a change in trend.

17. rhe separate city indexes measure price movements 
over lime in each capital city individually. They do not 
measure differences in price levels between cities.

18. Index numbers for financial years are simple 
averages of monthly index numbers. All index numbers 
for die current month and the three previous months are 
preliminary and subject to revision. However, it may be
neces-siiry from lime to time to revise index numbers for 
earlier periods if incorrect prices for those pcritxls arc 
detected or if the .sample of prices used to compile the 
indexes is found to be unsatisfactory.

19. Movements in indexc.s from one period to another 
can be expressed a.s changc.s in ‘index points’ or as 
pcrccnlage changes. The following example illustrates the 
method of calculating index points changes and 
percentage changes between any two periods.

Weighted average of six State capital cities—

245.1All groups index number — January 1991: 245,1
less All groups indc.x number — December 1990: 244.0 
Change in index points: +ij

Percentage change
+ 1.1

■■-------X 100 = +0.5
244.0

20. Table 1 includes percentage changes Io indicate the 
following niovcmenLs in index numbers:

• movements between consecutive financial years 
• movements between corresponding months of 

consecutive years
• movements between consecutive months.

21. lable 2 provides an analysis of the contributions 
made by selected major building materials to the monthly 
change in the All groups index for each city separately 
and for the weighted average of the six State capital cities. 
These contributions arc expressed in terms of All groups 
index points. The table shows for example, that in January 
1991 the Ail groups index lor the weighted average of the 
six Slate capital cities increased by 1.1 indc.x points, of 
which +0.02 index points were contributed by siruc ■ .'al 
timber. Similarly, the table shows that the All groups 
index for Sydney increased by 0.8 index points, of which 
+0.05 index points were contributed by siruciiual limber.
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Related publications
22. Users may also wish to refer to the following price 
index publications which are available on request:

C

t

Price Index of Materials Used in House Building, Six 
State Capital Cities and Canberra (6408.0) — issued 
monthly

Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufactaring 
Industries, Australia (6411.0) — issued monthly

Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing 
Industry, Australia (6412.0) — issued monthly

Price Indexes of Copper Materials, Australia (6410.0) — 
issued monthly

23. Other ABS publications which may be of interest 
include:

Award Rates of Pay Indexes, Australia (6312.0) — issued 
monthly

Average V/eekly Earnings, States and Australia (6302.0) 
— issued quarterly

24. Cuirent publications produced by the .^BS are listed 
in the Catalogue Publications and Products. Australia 
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, 
a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and 
Publications Advice are available from any ABS office.

Unpublished statistics
2S. As well as the statistics included in this and related 
publications, the ABS may have other relevant 
unpublished data available. Inquiries should be made to 
the contact in the Phtme Inquiries box at the front of this 
publication.

Symbols and other usages

n.a.
nil, or rounded to zero 
not available

p preliminary—figures subject to revision 
r figures revised since previous issue

IAN CASTLES 
Australian Statistician
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For more information ...
The ABS publishes a wide range of information on Australia's economic and social 
conditions. A catalogue of publications and proaucts is available from any of our 
Offices (see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service
Special tables or in-depth data investigations are provided by the ABS Information 
Consultancy Service in each of our Offices (see below for contact details).

Electronic Data Services
A growing range of our data are available on electronic media. Selections of the rr.cc; 
^equenily requested data are available, updated daily, on Discovery (Key *656#) 
Our Telestats service delivers major economic indicator publications ready to 
download info your computer on the day of release. Our Ausstats service enables 
on-line access lo a data base of thousands of up-to-date time series. Selected 
datasets are also available on diskette or Cd-rom. For more details on our electronic 
data services, contact Information Services in any of our Offices on the numbers 
below.

most

Bookshops and Subscriptions
There are over 500 titles available from the ABS Bookshops in each of our Offices. 
You can also receive any of our publications on a regular basis. Join our subscription 
mailing service and have your publications mailed to you in Australia at no additional 
cost. Telephone our Publications Subscription Service toll free on 008 02 06 08 
Australia wide.

Sales and Inquiries "25* "V
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SYDNEY (02) ’68 4611
MELBOURNE (03) 615 7000
BRISBANE (07) 222 6351
PERTH (09) 323 5140

ADELAIDE (08) 237 7100
HOBART (002) 20 5800
DARWIN (089) 81 3156
CANBERRA (06) 252 6627

Information Services,'ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616 
or any ABS State office.
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