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Introduction
Ehls bulletin contains Export Price I ndex

numbers on the reference base : year ld59-oO = 1 IK). 
I he Export Price Index is a tixcd-weights index, the 
mam purpose of which has been to provide comparisons.

limited period, of the level ot prices ol selected
inaior exports a.s grouped. Indc,x numbers have been 
compiled and published lor the period i959-o() to 
1968-69 on a basis described in I ear li<iiik .iH-Mruha No, 
60, 1974 (pages 25K-2601,

Interim serie.s
2. Ihe senes tor periods from July 1969 have been 
compiled on a basis w hicii incorporates a re-weighting ot 
the iteiii-s contained in the senes up to July 1969, 
together with the inclusion of some additional items (sec 
paragraph .3), Ihe present senes, introduced in the July 
1970 issue of this bulletin was linked to (he previou.s 
index at June 1969 (that is, al the then level of the 
previous index I for each group and the "All groups” 
combination.

3. The weights of the items in the present series 
were derived '".oni the value.s of exports for the year 
1969-70. In addition to the 29 items of the previous
index, the picsent series includes the 4 ilems iron -re.
bauxite, alumina and mineral sands. These items are not 
attached to any of the previous .single groups, whose 
item content is therefore unchanged However they are 
incorporated in the ’“All groups” index number as from 
the link date, June 1 969.

proportion ot the total value ot all .Australian exports. 
I he .3.3 ilems ot selected maiur exports constituted 74 
per cent of the total value ot Australian exports 
(merchandise and non-inerchandisel in 1969-70 ,ind 7.3

Prices
Because the prices used in these indexes are

expressed in terms of Australian currency, the changes in 
the relative value.s ot the Australian dollar and overseas 
cuiiencies have had a direct impast on price iiiovemvnts 
loi many of the commodities sold in terms ot other

J cLitrencies I he price senes used in these indexes relate
generalh to specified standards Itir each c iiiinoditv and
in Illusi cases at • combinations ot prices ol a niiinber ot
repieseiitative grade?., types, etc As nearly as possible, 
price'- used are on the basts l.i>.b al the luau’ .Aiistrahan 
pifiii i>t e.\f>i‘ri. Eor some commodities price movements 
in the prvJiiiuinani /narket. or markets, are us.ni while 
lol other commodities average realnaihiiis in ah export
niarkel.\ are used Where the inde.x uses average
reaiivations, month-to-month movemenis ot the index 
may be reflecting, in part, changes in the proporlion ot 
shipments to spetific markets. In ihe case ot the sugar
inde.x extreme ini nth-ti>int)nth filici aations in
proportions sidil under the various export marketing 
ariangeinents sometimes distort short term trends. 1 hesc 
eitects are reduced to some exteni by the use of fixed 
weights between markets based on sales over longer 
peiiods.

Index numbers
Index numbers tor each of the groups of the

previous index and for "All groups ’ are shown m I able
2 on page 2 Ibnked as at June HpU). The yearlv index_ on page _ a-, u* ................... ...
numbers are simple averages ol the twelve monthly
index numbers in each year

Related publications
7. Al! publications produced by the AHS are listed 
in Caialii^ue «<' rublieatum.^ i 1 101 Ol which is available
7.

tree of charge Irom any ABS office

Symbols and other usages
figure or senes revised since previous issue
ml or less than halt the linai digit shown

A R BAGNALL
Acting Australian Statistician



TABLEI. EXPORT PRICE INDEX
PERCENTAGE CHANCE FROM PREVIOUS PERIOD

Period Wool Mears
Zkir.v 

produce Cereals

Dried and 
canned

Sugar (a)

Hides

!allt)Si‘

Metals 
and 

i-oal ih/ duld
All 

groups (cl

9J % % % % 'I

Percertiagf chatigi Irom previous vear

1975-76
1976-77
1977-78

♦5.0 
♦ 29.1

+ 13.6

♦ 25.4

3.9 
+4.9 

♦ 14.8

6.3
8.8

10.5

8.0 
+ 13-6 
+28-8

114
6.3

13.1
+ 34.4
+ 10.3

+8.7
♦ 15 4

-i.2

♦ 27,6

+3.3
+ 10.2

1977-78 - 
January 
lebruary 
March
May^

-0.6

-0.6 
+0.6

Percentage efutngi from previous month

+5.5 
+6.7 ♦0.7

+0.8
2.0

5.9 ♦4.0

*3.8
• 1.2 0.7

+0.5 
+4.9

-8.3 
+0.9

♦ 1.5
+6.1 
♦ 2.2 
+2.2

+0.3
2.0

-0.9
0.3

+ 0.6

♦6.8

♦ .».(»

+0.5 
+ 1.0 
+0.9
♦0.5

♦1.8

1978-79 
July 
Augusi 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
I'ebruary

+0.6

+0.6 
+0.6 
+ 5.6

+6.5

♦5.9

♦6.2

Period Wool Meats

+ 2.0 
+0.7

+0.7 
11.7

♦5.1
♦4.4

I..3
0.4

0.4 
+ 2.6 
♦0.9 
+0.4

♦ l.l
5.6

- 1.1 
+ 3.0

- 0.7

•2.6 + 1
I

♦0.6

+ 2.8 
+9.6

I 
9

+5.9

8.6 
+ 1.9 
+8.2 
+8.2

+ 1.8 
♦ 1.8 
+0.9 
+0.4

r+2.9

FABLE 2. EXPORT PRK F INDEX Nl MBERS 
(Base of each index : Year 1959-60 = lOOJ

Dairy 
produce

Dried and 
I'anned

Sugar fat

Hides

tallovi

Metals 
and 

atal fbl Cold
.4// 

groups Id

1975-76 
1976-77
1977-78

164
168

150
169 128

147

240
219
196

162
184
237

335
314

151
203
224

286
330
340

359
370

IH7 
206

1977-78 - 
January 
rvbfuary 
March 
April 
May^

166
170
170
169
170
173

210

227
237
246
24.3

147 
148
148 
148 
14H
147

187
192
197
205
206
216

246

241

239
239
267

280
285

209
212

230
235
244

346 
339
339 
336
3 35 
337

488 
M»0 
515 
496
496

210

214

218

1978-79 - 
July 
Augusi 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February

(dH73 
175 
176 
176 
176 
177 
178 
188

243 
246
262 
270
286 
301

r3O8 
327

150
151
151
152
151
151
153
153

216
227
237

228
227
245
236

223
228
227

23b 
r236
236

288
272
269

270
280
278
278

265

276
283
291
319
368

341
348
354
365

384
401
416

525
563
596
627
573
584
632
684

230
232
233
238

(•) Se« partgriph 5 on page I. (b) CompriMS coal, iron and steel, copper, zinc, lead and silver. Does not include iron ore. bauvite. alumina
and mineral unds, which however have been included in the •'All groups" inde» from July 1969 on. (c) As from I 969-70 ".All groups includes
the fullowing item», In eddilion to the ipeciried itoups lion uee, beuelle, elumine »nd minerei lindi (see p»r»ir»ph 3 on page 1). (dl No sale»
- nominal price.




