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CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT CONSTANT PRICES. AUSTRALIA 
DECEMBER QUARTER 1990

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
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- 6.000
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- 4,000
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1976 1^8 1980 1982

—I—
I9M

*- 0

1986 1988 1990 1992

Total construction activity
Total construction activity fell marginally during December quarter 1990, in seasonally adjusted terms and at 1984-85 
fwices. The figure of $6,366 million was down 0.7 per cent on the September quaner 1990. Total construction 
activity has now fallen in each of (he last five quarters and is more than 7 per cent down on activity levels recorded 
twelve months ago. The fall in total construction acuvity in the December quarter 1990 resulted fiom falls in 
residential building (down 0.9 per cent) and non-residential construction (down 0.8 per cent). Resictential building 
activity has declined in each of the last six quarters, and the December quarter 1990 estimate is 13.0 per cent lower 
than that recorded for December quarter 1989. Non-residential building has also been declining over the last three 
quarters.

is

s

INQUIRIES

Seasonally adjusted estimates ate not available for engineering construction activity separately. However, in original 
terms, engineering construction activity in the December quarter 1990 remained at the same level as in the September 
quarter 1990. While all the other components of total construction activity have declined over the last year, 
engineering construction has held up and is 0.8 per cent above the level observed in December quarter 1989.

The fall in total construction activity over the last fifteen months has been dominated by declining private sector 
activity, which has more than offset increased public sector construction activity over the same period.

* for further liformation about statistics in this publication and the availability of related un­
published statistics contact Paul Seville on Canberra (06) 252 6067 or any ABS Stale Office

* for iiformation aboui other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back page of this 
publication.

I J'«i



2

Private sector
Seascmalty adjusted, all categories of private sector construction declined in December quartet 1990 compared with 
September quarter 1990. Total private sector construction activity fell by i3 per cent to $4,173 million. Engineering 
construction dropped by 6.0 per cent to $521 million. Private residential building fell by 2.3 oer cent to $1J>28 
million, and non-residential building by 1.0 per cent to $1,723 million.

Private sector construction activity in December quarter 1990 remained signiricantly lower (nearly 14 per cent) than 
that recorded in December quarter 1989. All components of private sector construction activity were well down.

The increase in public sector activity over the December quarter 1990 continued the pattern established over the last 
seven quarters which have seen growth in each quarter with the exception of the small fall recorded in September 
quarter 1990.

Public sector
Total public sector construction activity, in seasonally adjusted terms, increased in the December quarter 1990 to 
$2,193 million, a rise of 2.3 per cent over the September quarter estimate.

All components of public sector construction activity in the December quarter 1990 remained signiricantly above the 
levels recorded 12 months ago.
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TABLE 1. SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ESTIMATES OP CONSTBUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE 19S4>SS PRICES, 
AUSTRALIA r

1S^9 Mar. qtr 
Joneqtt 
Sept, qtr 
Dec.qu

1990 Mar. qtr 
Jone qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1989 Mar. qtr 
Jone qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dea qtr

1989 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
D^ qtr

Nott'fMidMiiai
MUing

rMoz
eotutnteiiatt

Non-ruidMtial 
conrtntctian

Tetai 
eoMUntdùM

QUARTTOLY ESTIMATES ($m)

2.481 
2.539
2.483 
2375 
2318 
2.156 
2.085
2.065

2.446
2322
2347
2322
2327
2.429 

(•)2335
2383

4,925 
5,161 
5,135 
4W 
4,141 
4J86 

(•)4,445
4,443

a.a. 
aa. 
n.a. 
ua. 
n.a. 
a.B. 
Ika.

4.221 
4.461
4,607 
4315
4,484 
4,420

(bX330
4396

6.700 
7,000
7,089 
6,894
6,798 
6376 

(■)6,413
6366

PBRCENTAOB CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER
16
13

-12

-2.4
-7.0
-33
-0.9

6.4 
12 
1.0 

-0.9 
-3.6 
-3.9 

(•Ml
11

4.8

-18
-3.0
-5.3

(a)-3.1
0.0

n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
iLa. 
ILa.

iLa.
n.a.

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR (•)
24.7 
24.0
9.0 

-1.8 
-6.6

-15.1 
-160 
-13.0

3X1 
183 
16.7 
14.0
33 

-73 
-11.0

12,9 
213
12.8
5.9 

-1.7 
-11.2 
-13.4 
-ll.O

a. a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
Ika. 
Ika. 
Ika.

(a) N«« cut-offa for oon-natdsntial buiUing foom SofNante qoanar 1990—aae par^nf* 6 of (he Explanatory Koua.

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE 1984*85 PRICES 
Seasonally adjusted)

Noa-resideacial cooatniction

RaUeatial building

1982
“T“ 
1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990

1
1991

3.3
5.1
3.3

-20
-0.7

(•bxo 
-0-8

3.0 
43 
13

-18
-1.4
-33

(•)-23
-9,1

1.9
9.8

153 
103
63 

-a9 
-6.0 
-4.9

93 
143 
13.0
6.0 
13

-95
-in

ii«

h

$ million 
r 5,000

- 4,000

- 3,000

- 2,000

- 1,000
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1989 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec, qtr

1989 Mar. qu 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec.

1989 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec, (pr

1990 Mv.tpr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

4

TABLE X SEASONALLY ADJUSTED PRIVATE SECTOR ESTIMATES OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 
AT AVERAGE 19S4-85 PRICES, 

AUSTRALIA r

RasidtttíiaJ 
buUding

Ntm-ruitUttiial 
biultiútg

Toiai 
buiíding

Enguttfriftg 
coiutryctum

Non-ruidtntial 
corutmetum

Total 
conxtruetum

QUARTERLY ESTIMATES ($m)

I;

2385 
2.435 
2368 
2341
2,170 
2,036 
1,974 
1,928

1,905 
2,064 
2,088
2,013 
1,948 
1,830 

(a)l341
1.723

4391 
4,499
4.456 
4354
4,117 
3,866

(1)3.715 
3,652

584 
588 
634 
584
543 
550 
554 
521

2,499 
2,653 
^722
2397 
2.490 
2,380 

(a)2396
2344

4,874
5,088
5.090
4,839
4,660
4.416 

(1)4369
4,173

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER

2.9 
2.1

-2.7
-5.4 
-33
-6.2
-3.1
-2.3

7.4
8.3
1.1

-3.6
-3.2
-6.0

(a>-4.8
-1.0

49
4.9

-1.0
-4.5
-3.2

,1
(■>-3.9

-1.7

6.6 
0.8
7.8

-7.8
-7.2

1.4 
0.8

-6.0

73
6.6
2.6

-4.6

-X2

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR (a)

27.0
26.1
9.5 

-3.3

-16.4
-16.7
-14.0

11.6 
25.4
23.8 
13.5
22 

-11.4 
-166 
-14.4

19.7 
25.8
15.8
4.0

-40
-14.1
-166 
-14.2

8.1
4.7

20.6
6.8

-7.0

(a) Ne* cK-offt for ncn-midcnUal building fnm September quaner 1990 — mc paragraph 6 of the

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE PRICES 
PRIVATE SECTOR 
(Sea.«ma)ly adjusted I

Non nxKtential comtruebon

Senes break
X;/ I-./'

Restdeniial building

1982 1983 1984
T

1985 1986
“T— 
1987 1988

—1— 
1989

-1X6
-10.8

10.8
20.1
23.0
11.9
0.0 

-10.3 
-15.7 
-13.6

S milbon 
f- 3.tXK)

- 2,000

- 1,000

*- 0

1990 1991

5.1
4.4
0.0

-4.9
-3.7
-52

(»>-53
-23

18.1
22.9
16.3
4.3

-13.2
-16.1
-13.8
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Piriod

1989 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sefli, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept. qtr 
Dec. qtr

1989 Mar. qtr 
Jime qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
D¿. qfa

1989 Mir. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dw. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

5

TABLE 3. SEASONALLY ADJUSTED PUBLIC SECTOR ESTLMATES OT CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 
AT AVERAGE 1M4>I5 PRICES, 

AUSTRAUA r

Rejùitntial Natt-rttidtitíial 
buikün^

Totai 
btúidiftg

EnjMMrúif 
coiutrttetitm

Non-raiíttitíui 
coiutnetÚM

Total 
cotutnteiiart

QUARTERLY ESTIMATES ($01)

Í.

95 
104 
114 
133 
148 
120 
111 
137

541
557
559
609
579
599 

(•)613
659

634 
662
679 
73«
724 
720 

(1)730
792

n.a. 
n.a. 
a.a. 
n.a. 
a.a. 
0.1-

1.732 
1.809 
1,885 
1,918 
1.994
2.040 

(*)2.O34
2,052

1,826 
1,912 
1.999
2.055 
2,139
2.160 

(1)2.143
2.193

raRCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER

-4.8 
8.6

10.6 
162 
115

-19.3 
-7.4
23.7

2.8 
3.0 
0.3
8.9

-4,9 
35 

(a)13
15

1.7

ZS
i.7

-1.8
-0.6

(1)1.4
8.5

a.a. 
n-a. 
n.a. 
n.a.

n.a. 
n.a.

-1.8

42
1.7
4.0
2.3

(■)-03 
0.9

-2J

45
2.8

10 
(•)-0.8

2.3

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR («)

-14.1
-10.4

32.8 
55.6 
15.7
-3.1 

3.1

-19.1
-1.5
-3.7
15.6
7.1 
15
97
8.3

-18.4 
-2.9
-3-2 
18.3 
14.2
8.7 
75 
7.3

n.a.

(a)NewaK-off* for ooB-midential buiUiB|fmxj SepUmberquaner l»90 —

1982 1983

a.a. 
n.a. 
n.a.

D.a. 
o-a.

-2.5
5.8
8.7

15.1
12.8
7.9
7.0

-9.0 
-2.9 
5J

10.0 
17.1 
12.9
72 
h.l

CONSTRUCnO.N ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE 1984-85 PRICES 
PUBLIC SECTOR 

(Seasonally ndjusted)

Series break 
.,...-1..........

Non-restdeolial comtiuction

Residential building

T
1984

T
1985 1986 1987

“T—
1988 1989 1990

"1
1991

S million 
|- 3.000

- 2.000

- 1.000

L 0 ■
a



1977-78 
1978-79
1979-80 
1980-81
1981-82 
1982-83 
1983-84
1984-85 
1985-86 
1986-87
1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90

1978-79 
1979-80
1980-81 
1981-82
1982-83
1983-84
1984-85
1985-86
1986-87 
1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

TABLE

1989 Mar. qtr 
Juneqtr 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June<]lr 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

1989 Mar qtr 
Auwqu 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr

Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

6

ORIGINAL ESTIMATES OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE PRICES, AUSTRALIA r

Nee-reaMMM
MUbif

TeW 
MMbif

EngiiuMnitf 
cofweiteiieM coMtmeticn

Toiai 
cofutrvetioK

ANNUAL ESTIMATES (Sm)

I 1989 Mar. qtr 
Juneepr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec.qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qp 
Septqlr 
Dec. qtr

£i
•d

6,650 
6365 
7396 
8351
8,179 
6356 
6.970 
7,909
7.814 
6,880 
7356
9.709 
9336

-1.3 
11.1 
143 
-XI

-233 
11.4 
133 
-IJ

-120 
9.8

283

2Jg9 
2^34 
2M2 
2.487 
1137 
1150 
list 
1166

-9.6
10.7

-X9
-14.1

0.6
0.1
0.7

s.no 
5324 
5399 
5,715 
5,613 
4,775
5336 
6,108 
7/425
8.045 
9324
9,620 

10339

11.760 
11389 
12395
14.066 
13.792 
11331
12306 
14316 
15339 
14.925
16.780 
19329
19376

6,940

6313
7379
9307
9325
7333
7,763
7323

(•)7328
7,183 
7.132
7,810

1X049 
12390 
12312
13393
14320
14399 
13.169 
13371
15349

(a)15373 
16.407 
16,752
18,049

18399 
19,155
19309 
2i.l44 
2X999 
X356 
20,139 
21.779
23.063 

(a)22.753
23363 
26362
27385

PERCENTAGE CHANCE OVER PREVIOUS YEAR

4.2
-03
7.8

-14.9
9.7

16.6
21.6

8.3
14.6
4.3
6.4

5.9 
11.7 
-1.9 

-20.0
10.6 
14.8
8.7 

-XI 
1X4 
15.2

QUARTERLY ESTIMATES ($m)

2341 
2,609
2.762
2,738
2317 
2,423

(b)2.451
2.489

4^30 
5.143 
5.324 
5325 
4.454 
4372

(b>4.602 
4.654

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER

-6.6
16.4
5.9 

-0.9 
-15.4

4.6 
(b)l-2

13

133
3.5

-1.9
-14.8

X7 
(b)0.6

0
4.7

11.1
19.9

-16.7
-XI 
0.8 
0.1

-8.2
-0.7 
93

1.634 
1.905
1.961
1.955
1.815 
2.078
1.971
1.971

-10.3
15.2
X9

-7.1
14.5
-5.2
0.0

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR (b)

25X 
24.1

1.8 
-1.7

-15.2 
-16.0 
-1X9

3.3
18.3
163
14.1
3.4

-7.1
-11.3
-9.1

13.3 
21.1 
1X7
6.0 

-1.7

-13.6
-10.9

13.4
6.0
9.8
9.1
03
0.8

43
-3.0
9.7

10.7 
-33 
-7 9
5.3
9.9

3.4
XI

3.894 
4314
4.723 
4.693
4.132 
4301

(b>4.421 
4,460

15.9 
4.6

-1X0
8.9 

(b)-1.8
0.9

1.8
9.7

153 
10.6
6.1

-0.3

14

1I.S
5.8

-10.6
-XO

5.9
-1.3
5.3

10.4
33

6.183 
7,048 
7385 
7.181 
6369
6.651 

(bj6373
6,626

14.0
3.4

-117

(b>-lX 
0.8

9.4 
143 
1X9
6.0 
1.4 

rS.6 5.8 

-X7
1

Far expUnatwn of wnM break, ms paragraph 3 of the Eaplanatory Notea. (b) Ne« cut-offa for non-reaidential buHding foxn September quarter 1990 — aee paragraph 6 (If 
the Explanatory Noto*. \
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ftriad

1977-71 
1971-79 
1979-10 
1910-11
1911-12 
1912-13 
1913-14 
1914-15 
1915-16
1916-17 
1917-11 
1911-19
1919-90

1971-79 
1979-10 
1910-11 
1911-12
1912-13 
1913-14 
1914-15 
1915-16
1916-17 
1917-11
1911-19 
1919-90

B
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TABLE 5. ORIGINAL PRIVATE SECTOR ESTIMATES OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE IM4.K PRICES 
AUSTRALIA r

NoU’rttUMiùl 
btàUOig

Tola/ 
haUuit

EAfMMnilf
ctMuimclitfit

NoM-rvaidaaiia/ r<M«j 
cottgtnKtion

ANNUAL ErnMATES (Sm)

1989 Mar. qtr 
June cp 
Septqtt 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

1989 Mar. qv 
June qtr 
Sq>tqir 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

1989 Mar. qtr 
Juncqu 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

6,098 
6297 
7,930 
7,815 
5235 
6.442 
7277 
7238 
6222 
7,093 
9293 
8.824

2.139 
3,137 
3JO7 
3363 
4X»I
3295 
3221 
4,013 
5,171 
5,404 
6,611
7.413 
7.191

1215 
9235 

10,104 
11,793 
11216
9,131 
9.771

11260 
1X409 
11,726 
13,774 
16.705 
16.715

1262 
1.406
1,183 
1272
2286 
2,434
1256 
1,422
1,601

(a) 1.893 
1124
2241 
1317

4,101 
4243 
4.390 
5,435 
6287 
5.730 
4.885 
5205 
6.772

(a)7297 
8.805 
9253 

10208

Ì0,ìT1

11217 
13265
14.102 
11265 
11227
12.112 
14.010

(a)13411 
15291
11.946 
19232

reRCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS YEAR
0.4

13.1
15.0

10.5
2.3

20.4

-25.3 
10.4 
142 
-1.9

-117 
112
31.0 
-5.0

-17.6
1.0 

217 
26.6
42 

236 
11.0
62

3.6 
9.4

16.7 
02 

-22J
lA 

17.3
8.3 

-52 
172 
21.3

0.1

11.4
-15.9 

319
45 4

-36,1

116 
18.2
112
52

10.8 
-3.4 
23.8
15.7
-8.9

-14.7 
117 
23.0
7.8

20.7
9.6 
i.l

4.6
6.1

18.4
5.5 

-18.0 
-11 
13.7
8.8 

-18 
16-7 
192
02

2206 
1433 
2.436 
2,348 
2.008 
2.033 
2.029 
2,022

-9.1
10.3
0.1

-3.6
-142

1.3 
-02

QUARTERLY ESTIMATES ()a)
1.762 
xa2i 
1191 
XI06 
1.103 
1.791 

(b)1.125
1,805

3.961
4.454
4.627
4.454
3210
3224 

(b)3.854
\W

559 
550
654
629
519
515
571
561

2220 
lyn.
1845
1735 
1322 
1306 

(b)2297

4226 
5.004 
5211
5.013 
4229 
4239

(b>4,426 
4218

percentage change over previous quarter
-4.9
14.7

-3.9
-14.4
-0.6

W1.9

-7.3 
113
3.9

-3.7
-142

0.4
(b)0.8

-0.7

-5.1

18.8
-3.8

-172

-5.0 
10.8
10.6 
-3.8

-15.1

11.0 
-1.8

(b)3.9

-7.0
10.6 
52

-3.7
-14.8 

02
(b)10

percentage change over same quarter of previous year (b)
27.3
26.2

-3.2
-9.0

-16.4
-16.7
-13.9

11.6 
25.7 
23.3
13.7
13 

-11.4 
-167 
-14.3

192 
25.9 
152
4.1

7.9
4.9

20.4
6.8

-14.1
-16.7
-14.1

-1X6
-10.1

10.7 
20.6 
22.6 
110
0.1 

-10.3 
-15.8 
-13.5

1SJ2
23.2
16.1

-13.3
-16.2
-13.7

<•> For oipUiuiim ct tuim braik. w paragnph 3 of iho E,ptai,aio,y Now, (b) Now oM-off« for i 
the Explanatory Noiea. non-reddonlial building from September quarter 1990 — aee paragraph 6 of

I

«

I£
5
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TABLE 6. ORIGINAL PUBLIC SECTOR ESTIMATES OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE 19B4.B5 PRICES. 
AUSTRALIA r

Ptriod
Nea»nawdawrtel 

haaUbtf
Tolti 

hiUùit cotiiftntctiou
Nee-raaidtetMd 

coeMrwiie«
Toiai 

caMgtmctiot

ANNUAL ESTIMATES (Sm)

I

B

■ È7««u.

1977-71 
1978-79 
1979-80 
1980-81 
1981-82 
1982-83 
1983-84
1984-8S 
1985-86 
1986-87 
1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90

1978-79 
1979-80 
1980-81
1981-82 
1982-83 
1983-84 
1984-85
1985-86 
1986-87 
1987-88 
1988-89
1989-90

1989 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
SepLqtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar.qt- 
June qtt 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1989 Mar.qtf 
June qtr 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

1989 Mar. qtr 
June (pr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Slept qtr 
Dec. qtr

574 
467 
400
421 
364 
421
528
531 
576 
559
464 
417 
512

-11.7 
-14.4

5.3 
-13.7

15.8 
25.3
0.7 
83

-3.1
-17.0 
-10.1
2X9

83
101
126
139
130
117
122
144

20.6
21.6
24.5
10.4

-9.7

17.4

2370 
X187
XCXO92
1352
1.612
1,480 
1,908 
X025 
2354 
2441 
X543

2344
2354 
X491
2373 
1,976 
1,901 
2335 
2356 
2,131 
3300 
3306
2324 
2360

5478 
5,860

- 5,730 
6,106

MM

6341
6323

(1)5,935
" 5,059

4.892
5,493

I

7,948 
8,047
7.822
7,95« 
8333
8370 
8384
1366 
8A77 

(a}8376
TfiOl 
7.099 
7.841

D

8322
8314
8322
8379
8397
8391
8312
8397
9,053

(•)9,135
8,065
7316
8354

PERCENTAGE CHANCE OVER PREVIOUS YEAR

-3.7

-113 
-1X9
-8.2
28.9

6.1
11.3 
173 
-3.7

-133
6.4

-13.1
-3.8
28.1
5.0

10.7
13.0
-6.0

-1X7
90

33
-X2
6.6

13.3
14

-10.1

-1.9

-14.8
-3.3
1X3

13 
-X8

7.2 
0.4 

-3.3
1.0 
1.3

-3.4
1.9
63

-XO
10

-11.4
0.9

-11.7

103 n.i

QUARTERLY ESTIMATES (Jm)

479 
587
571
632 
514
631 

(b)626
684

562
689
697
771
644
748

(b)748
828

1,093 
1355 
1.307 
1326 
1396 
1363 
1399 
1,410

1374 
1.943
1379 
1.958 
1.810 
X195 

(b)2.025
2.094

1,657
2.044
2,005
2.097
1,940
2312 

(6)2.147
2338

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER
-1X4 
HA 
-2.8 
10.6

-18.6 
2X8

(6)-0.9 
9.4

-13.7

13
10.6

-163
163 

(6)-0.l
10.7

-1X8
23.8
-3.5

-X3
20.6

-105 
0.8

-1X7 
23.4 
-3.3
4.2

-7.5
21.2

(b)-7.7
3.4

-13.1 
23.3 
-1.9
4.6

-73 
19.1 

(b)-7.1
43

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR (b)

-13.8
-ll.l
-0.9
32.7
55.7
15.6
-3.1

3.1

-18.9

-3.9
15.6
7.3
7.5
93
8.3

-183
-3.0
-3.4 
18.3 
143
i.l 
7.2 
7.3

-3.8
-X2 
10.2

18.4
15.3
7.0
6.3

-9.0
-XO 
53 
l.T

15.0 
13.0
7.8 
7.0

5.1
10.0
17.1
13.1
7.1
6.7

(a) For «xpluuuon of sen« break, aee paragnph 3 of the Explanatory Noioa. (b) New cut-olh for nao-raei4enual building from September quarter 1990 — see paragraph 6 of 
the Explanatory Notea.

’*r

r

I



PtriMl

1989 Mar.<pr 
June qtr 
Sqp(.<|U 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
Juneqir 
Sept qtr 
Di^ qtr

1989 Mar. (pr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

Dec. qtr

1989 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dc^ qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

9

TABLE 7. IMPLICIT PRICK DEFLATORS, AUSTMALU r

Nofi-rtaidmiial 
bttiUiutt

Total 
bttiUiai

(198445 eqiuli lOaO)

cotuu-ttcium
Ntm-r^idtiuial 

coiutructum
Total 

constritaioa

Is

■ -ti

:a1

.5»':

1^

145.8 
151.1
154.8 
157.6 
158.9
160.7 
161.6 
162.5

1415
145.4
1481
151.5
153.4
154.3
154.6
154.8

144.3 
148.4
151.6 
154.6 
156.3 
157J
1581 
158.8

131.0
133.1
135.6
138.7
141.9
144.2
147.4
149.7

145.2
146.0
150.1
153.0
153.9
153.9
156.0
155.5

I4S.6 
148.0 
151.9 
154.7 
155.8 
1563 
158.0 
158.1

PERCENTACB CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER

3.6 
2.4
1.8 
0.8

0.6 
0.6

10
10
10
22 
IJ 
0.6 
OJ 
0.1

32 
18 
12 
2.0 
1.1 
0.8 
0.4 
0.4

1.7 
1.6 
1.9
13 
13 
1.6 
12
1.6

2.2 
0.6 
2.8
1.9 
0.6 
0.0
1.4 

-03

3.0 
1.6 
2.6
1.8 
0.7 
03 
1.1 
0.1

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR

17.3 
18.0
16.0 
119
9.0 
6.4
4.4
3.1

8.3
83
8.5
8.4
7.6
6.1
4.2
2.2

115 
13.1 
111 
10.6
8.3 
6.1

17

5.5
5.7
6.3
7.7
8.3
8.3
8.7
7.9

9.0
8.3
7.9
7.7
6.0
5.4
3.9
1.6

11-7
11.6
10.8
9.5
7.0
5.6
4.0
2.2

E
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EXPLANATORY NOTES
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Introduction
This publication contains constant price estimates of 

the level of construction activity in Australia. It also con­
tains implicit price deflators derived fiom these estimates. 
The estimates provide a measure (in ‘real’ terms) of 
residential building, non-residential building, total build­
ing, engineering construction, non-residential construction 
and total construction activity for the private and public 
sectors.

The engineering construction estimates relate to en­
gineering construction work undertaken in Australia.
7.

8. The cost of land is excluded. Repair and main­
tenance activity is excluded.

Definitions
9. A building is defined as a rigid, fixed and permanent

2. The estimates are compiled from results of the ABS
surveys of Building Activity (BAGS), Construction Other 
than Building (COTB), Engineering Construe uun (ECS) 
and fiom government finance data.

structure which has a roof. Its intended purpose is primari­
ly to house people, plant, machinery, vehicles, goods or 
livestock, with provision for regular access by persons.

3. The engineering construction estimates for quarters
back to and including September 1986 were compiled 
from the ECS which covers both the private and public 
sectors. For earlier quarters, activity for the private sector 
has been extrapolated backwards using the results from 
the COTB which was limited to jobs valued at $100,000 
or more undertaken by private contractors. However, no 
equivalent extrapolation could be done for work under­
taken by the public sector, and it was necessary to u«e 
government finance data. Hence there is a break in the 
continuity of the scries.

10. Residential building is defined as building 
predominantly consisting of one or more dwelling units. 
A dwelling unit is defined as a self-contained suite of 
rooms, including cooking and bathing facihties, intended 
for long term residential use. Units (whether self-con­
tained or not) within buildings offering institutional care, 
such as hospitals, or temporary accommodation such as 
motels, hostels and holiday apartments, are not defined as 
dwelling units, but are included in non-residential build­
ing.

11. Non-residential building is defined as building other 
than residential building and includes hotels, shops, fac­
tories, offices etc.

Scope and coverage
4. The estimates relate to construction activity which
includes construction of new buildings, alterations and ad­
ditions to existing buildings and engineering construction 
activity (roads, bridges, railways, earthworks, etc). The es­
timates measure total activity on construction rather than 
the output of the Construction industry (i.e. the value of 
construction activity undertaken by businesses classified 
to industries other than Construction is included and non­
construction activity of businesses in the Construction 
industry is excluded).

12. Engineering construction is defined as construction 
other than building and includes roads, bridges, railways, 
harbours, water storage and supply, sewerage and 
drainage, electricity generation, pipelines, telecommunica­
tions etc.

13. Non-rcsidential construction is the sum of non- 
residential building and engineering construction.

5.

6.

The building estimates relate to:

(a) construction of new residential buildings and all 
alterations and additions to residential buildings 
with an approval value of $10,000 or more; and

(b) all non-residential building jobs with an approval 
value of $50,000 or more.

From the September quarter 1990, only ntm-residen-
tial building jobs with an approval value of $50,000 
(previously S30,(XX)) or more are included. Appendix 
Table A shows details of non-residential building activity, 
total building activity, non-residential construction activity 
and total construction activity based on the old and new 
cut-off values, in original and seasonally adjusted constant 
price terms, for the June quarter 1990, For more details 
on the effect of the new cut-offs on specific classes of 
non-residential building (in current price terms) please 
refer to Building Activity, Australia (8752.0) for the Sep­
tember quarter 1990,

Valuation of jobs
14. Value of work done during the period represents the 
eslimatcd value of building or engineering construction 
work actually carried out during the quarter on jobs which 
have commenced.

Classificatinn
15. Ownership. The ownership of construction work is 
classified as either public sector or private sector accord­
ing to the sector of the inteixled owner of the completed 
work as evident at the lime of approval. Residential 
buildings being constructed by private sector builders 
under government housing authority schemes whereby the 
authority has contracted, or intends to contract, to pur­
chase the buildings on or before completion, are classified 
as public sector.

Seasonal adjustment
16. Details of methods used in seasonally adjusting 
original series are available on request.

17. Large fluctuations in series as a result of irregular 
influences are not removed by seasonal adjustment, and

À* â
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particular care should be taken in interpreting individual 
quarter-to-quarter movements.

18. Seasonally adjusted public sector and total engineer­
ing construction activity estimates can not yet be 
compiled from the results of the ECS, because there are 
insufficient observations to determine the seasonal pattern.

Estimates at constant prices
19. The base year of constant price estimates of con­
struction activity in this issue is 1984-85.

20. Constant price estimates measure changes in value 
after the direct effects of price changes have been 
eliminated. The deflators used to revalue the current price 
estimates in this publication are derived from the same 
price data underlying the deflators compiled for the dwell­
ings and non-dwelling construction components of the 
National Accounts aggregate ‘Private gross fixed capital 
expenditure’.

21. Estimates at constant prices are subject to a number 
of approximations and assumptions. Further information 
on the nature and concepts of constant price estimates is 
contained in Section 4 of Australian National Accounts : 
Concepts, Sources and Methods (5216.0).

Implicit price deflators
22. Implicit price deflators provide an estimate of the 
price ch^ge between the base period of the relevant con­
stant price estimate (currently 1984-85) and any other 
period, and use the quantity weights of this latter period. 
An implicit price deflator is obtained by dividing a current 
price value by its corresponding constant price value. 
Thus implicit price deflators are derived measures (hence 
the term ‘implicit’) and at the level of published ag­
gregates are not normally the direct measure of price 
changes by which components of current price estimates 
are converted to estimates at constant prices.

Interpretation and analysis
23. Care should be exercised when interpreting quarter- 
to-quarter movements in the estimates as short term 
movements do not necessarily indicate a change in trend. 

24. Estimates for financial years are simple aggregates of 
quarterly estimates. All estimates for the current quarter

and preceding quarter are preliminary and subject to 
revision. However, it may be necessary from time to time 
to revise estimates for earlier periods.

Related publications
25. Users may also wish to refer to the following publi­
cations which contain statistics relating to building and 
construction;

Australian National Accounts: National Income and Ex­
penditure (5206.0) — issued quarterly.

Australian National Accounts: Gross Product, Employ­
ment and Hours Worked (5222.0) — issued quarterly.

Building Approvals, Australia (8731.0) — issued monthly.

Building Activity, Australia: Dwelling Unit Commence­
ments. Preliminary (8750.0) — issued quarterly.

Building Activity, Australia (8752.0) — issued quarterly.

Engineering Construction Survey, Australia (8762.0) — 
issued quarterly.

26. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia 
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesday and Fridays, 
a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and Pub­
lications Advice are available from any ABS office.

Symbols and other usages

n.a.

figure or series revised since previous issue 
not applicable
nil or rounded down to zero
not available
break in continuity of series (where drawn
between two consecutive figures in the same 
column)

27. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may 
occur between sums of the component items and totals.

IAN CASTLES 
Australian Statistician
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APPENDIX TABLE A. NON-RESfDEN*llAL CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY BY OWNERSHIP, 
AT AVERAGE 19M45 PRICES, AUSTRALIA, JUNE QUARTER 1990 

CC^PARISON USING >30,000 AND 150,000 CUT OFF LIMITS

i

Valut (tut)

Non^reeidential 
building

Total 
baitding

Nom-rtuieUfitiai 
catuiruclum

Total 
construction

Sector 
of cnvnerskip

$30,000 
and over

$50,000 
and over

$30,000 
and over

$50,000 
and over

$30,000 
and over

$50,000 
and over

$30j000 
and over

$50,000 
and over

ORIGINAL

1 Private sector 
Public sector 
Total

1,791
631

2.423

1.760
627 

2387

3.825 
748

4373

3.794
744

4338

2312
2306
4319

2381 
2302 
4.483

4346
2323
6.669

4.315
2319
6,634

I

SEASONALLY ADJUSTED

Private sector 
Public sector 
Total

1,830
602

2.432

1.798
598

2396

3.865
721

4386

3.834
717

4351

2^33^7
2,071 
4.458

2355
2,067
4.422

4.421
2.184 
6.605

4:5^9
2.180
6370 í>»

1
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For more information ...
The ABS publishes a wide range of information on Australia's economic and social 
conditions. A catalogue of publications and products is available from any of our 
Offices (see below for contact details).

information Consultancy Service
Special tables or in-depth data investigations are provided by the ABS Information 
Consultancy Service in each of our Offices (see below for contact details).

Electronic Data Services
A growing range of our data are available on electronic media. Selections of the most 
frequently requested data are available, updated daily, on Discovery (Key *656#). 
Our Telestats service delivers major economic indicator publications ready to 
download into your computer on the day of release. Our Ausstats service enables 
on-line access to a data base of thousands of up-to-date time series. Selected 
datasets are also available on diskette or Co-Rom. For more details on our electronic 
data services, contact Information Services in any of our Offices on the numbers 
below.

Bookshops and Subscriptions
There are over 500 titles available from the ABS Bookshops in each of our Offices. 
You can also receive any of our publications on a regular basis. Join our subscription 
mailing service and have your publications mailed to you in Australia at no additional 
cost. Telephone our Publications Subscription Service toll free on 008 02 06 08 
Australia wide

Sales and Inquiries

I
SYDNEY (02) 268 4611 
MELBOURNE (03) 615 7000 
BRISBANE (07) 222 6351
PERTH (09) 323 5140

ADELAIDE (08) 237 7100 
HOBART (002) 20 5800
DARWIN (089) 81 3456 
CANBERRA (06) 252 6627

IS

•

Information Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616 
or any ABS State office.
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