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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication contains detailed statistics 

relating to the land utilisation on establishments with 
agricultural activity, and the utilisation, by the operators 
of those establishments, of labour, artificial fertilisers 
and aerial agricultural services. Details are also given of 
on-farm consumption and stocks of major grains, and 
on-farm production and stocks of silage.

7. Statistics relating to farm machinery may be
found ill the following ABS publications:

New Agricultural Machinery Statistics, Australia 
(8505.0)
Sales and Stocks of New Tractors, Australia 
(8507.0)

Related publications

2. This issue contains tables for the 1978-79 
season, together with comparative statistical series for 
previous years.

8. Users may also wish io refer to the following
major publications which are available on request :

3. Most statistics in this publication are derived 
from the annual Agricultural Census, conducted al 31
March. which collects commodity data from
establishments with agricultural activity throughout 
Australia. In the past four years the ABS has been 
gradually excluding from the statistics establishments 
whose contribution to agricultural production is small. 
While this had reduced the number of establishments 
appearing in publications the effect on statistics of 
production of major commodities is minimal. Statistics 
of minor commodities normally associated with smaller 
scale operations may be affected to a greater extent.

Coverage

4. Since 1976-77 establishments have been
included in the statistics where the legal entities 
operating those establishments have an Estimated Value 
of Agricultural Operations (EVAO) of $1,500 or more. 
Details of the method used in the calculation of EVAO 
are contained in the ABS publication Agricultural 
Sector. Structure of Operating Units (7102.0).

Agricultural Sector Structure of Operating Units 
(7102.0)
Agricultural Sector Financial Statistics (7507.0)
Apparent Consumption of Foodstuffs and
Nutrients, Australia (4306.0)
Crop and Fmit Statistics. Australia (Preliminari'/ 
(7301.0)
Crop Statistics, Australia (7302.0)
Dairying and Dairy Products, Australia (7209.0)
Fruit Statistics, Australia (7303.0)
Livestock Statistics, Australia (7203.0)
Meat Statistics, Australia (7206.0)
Fxports, Australia (5404.0)
Overseas Trade, Part I - Fxports and Imports 
(5409.0)
Principal Agricultural Statistics, Australia : First
Estimates .0)
Value of Agricultural Commodities li-oduced, 
Australia (7503.0)
Wheat Statistics, Australia (7307.0)
Wool Statistics, Australia (7212.0)

9. Current publications produced by the ABS are

5. 
as

For 1975-76 the EVAO criterion was the same 
for later years but establishments with areas of 10

hectares or more were also included even if the EVAO 
was less than $1,500. Prior to 1975-76 all agricultural 
establishments with areas of 1 hectare or more were 
included. In addition establishments of less than 1 
hectare tended to be included where significant t 
agricultural activity was undertaken e.g. market gardens 
and nurseries.

listed in Catalogue of Publications (1101.0) which is 
available free of charge from any ABS office.

Symbols and other usages 

nil or rounded to zero
.. not applicable 

ti.a. not available
n.e.c. not elsewhere classified

6. This publication also contains statistics relating
10. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies

to the agricultural labour force (as recorded in the 1971 
and 1976 Censuses of Population and Housing and in the 
regular Population Surveys), and to aerial agricultural 
services.

may occur between sums of the component items and 
totals.
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I. AREA AND UTILISATION OF ESTABLISHMENTS WITH AGRICULTURAL ACIIVITY

TABLE 1. AREA OF ESTABLISHMENTS WITH AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY, AT 31 MARCH 
(’000 hectares)

A.S. K'. KfC. Qld S.A. N.r Australia

1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

68,881
68,880
68,756
65,981
64,788
65.062

15,226 
15.484
15.144 
14,499
14,668 
14.441

154,506
154,186
155,605
155,007
155,106
156,305

64.843
63,825
63,577
63,052
62.494
62.655

114,653 
115,601
116,289 
115,221
114,491
116,247

2,561
2,492
2,459
2,308
2,281
2,232

79.486
79,347
78,787
75,378
75,523
76,192

106
93
80
78
75
74

500,263
499,908
500,697
491,524
489,426
493,207

TABLE 2. LAND UTILISATION OF ESTABLISHMENTS WITH AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY 
(’000 hectares)

Area used 
for crops (a)

Area under 
sown pastures 

and grasses
Balance of 

establishments (h)
Total area 

of establishments

1973-74
1974-75
1975-76
1976-77
1977-78

15,060
13,845
14,539
15,010
16,800

27,219
28,582
27,707
26,244
25,892

457.984
457,482
458,451
450,270
446,733

500,263
499,908
500,697
491.524
489.426

1978-79
New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania
Northern Territory
Australian Capital Territory

5.020
2,209
2,307
2,827
4,993

80
2

5,576
6,031
3,241
3,276
7,532

904
90
25

54,466
6,201

150.757
56.552

103.721
1,247

76,100
48

65,062
14,441

156,30.5
62,655

116,247
2,232

76.192
74

Australia 17,438 26.676 449,092 493,207

(a) Excludes duplication on account of area double cropped. Excludes pastures and grasses harvested for hay, seed and green feed or silage
which have been included in ‘Area under sown pastures and grasses’, (b) Used for grazing, lying idle, fallow. etc.



TABLE 3. LAND UTIUSATION OF ESTABLISHMENTS WITH AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY 
('000 hectares)

Slate 197J- 74 ] 974-75 Ì 975-76 1976-77 ¡977-78 ¡978-79

K'AV.K USED FOR CROPS (a)

New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania
Northern Territory
Australian Capital Territory

4,628
1,981
1,786
2,451
4,133

74
6

4,089 
1,772
1.898
2,257
3,754

67

4.285
1,851
2,010
2.116
4,208

60
8

4,520
1,943
2,026
2.036
4,417

65

4,984 
2.163
2,107 
2,564
4,910

70

5,020
2,209
2,307
2,827
4.993

80
2

y4 ustralia 15,060 ¡3.845 14,539 ¡5,0¡0 ¡6,800 ¡7.438

AREA UNDER SOWN PASTURES AND GRASSES

New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmarua
Northern Territory
Australian Capital Territory

5.766
6 676 
3,236
3,500
6,956 

92C
127

37

5,971
6,565
3,477
3,641
7,850

921
129

26

5,758
6,234
3,582
3,589
7,463

935
116

30

5,389
5,963
3,297
3,484
7,066

904

28

5,098
5.945
3,339
3,249
7,214

910
112

25

5,576
6,031
3,241
3.276
7,532

904
90
25

A ustralia 27,219 28.582 2'^.707 26,244 25,892 26.676

BALANCE OF ESTABLISHMENTS (b)

4 New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Northern Territory 
Australian Capital Territory

58,487
6,569

149.483
58,892

103.564
1,567

79,354
68

58,819
7,146

148,812
57,928

103,997
1,504

79,211
66

58 713
7,059

150.013
57.873

104,618
1,464

78,663
48

56,072
6,593

149,684
57,531

103,738
1,340

75.263
49

54,707
6,560 

149,659
56,680

102,367
1,302

75,410
49

54,466
6,201

150,757
56,552

103,721
1,247

76,100
48

Australia 457,984 457.482 458,451 450.270 446,733 449,092

TOTAL AREA OF ESTABLISHMENTS

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmarua 
Northern Territory 
Australian Capital Territory

68,881
15.226

154,506
64.843

114,653
2,561

79,486
106

68,880
15,484

154,186
63,825

115,601
2,492

79,347
93

68,756
15,144

155,605
63,577

116,289
2,459

78,787
80

65,981
14,499

155,007
63,052

115,221
2,308

75,373
78

64.788
14.668

155.106
62.494

114,491
2,281

75,523
75

65,062
14.441

156.305
62,655

116.247
2,232

76,192
74

Australia 500,263 499,908 500,697 491,524 489,426 493,207

(a) Excludes duplication on account of area doubted cropped. Excludes pastures and grasses harvested for hay, seed and green feed or silage 
which have been included in ‘Area under sown pastures and grasses', (b) Used for grazing, lying idle, fallow, etc.
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II. STRUCTURE OE THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR

Stnivfural Cojiccpts

Australian Standard industrkil Classification (ASIC)

The Aiistraliun Standard Industrial (Tassification 
(ASIC) defines the industries of the economy for 
statistical purposes, thus permitting the scope of the 
different economic statistical collections to he specified 
without gaps or overlapping between them. Il also seis 
out standard rules for identifying the economic units 
referred to in these tables (e.g. establishments and 
enterprises) and for coding them to the industries of the 
Classi Hcation.

Definitions

2, An enterprise is defined broadly as the unit 
comprising all operations in Australia of a single 
operating legal entity. The term legal entity is used to 
cover a sole operator, partnership, company, trust, 
co-operative society or estate in the private sector, or a 
department, local government authority or statutory 
authority in the government sector. An agricultural 
enterprise is an enterprise which is mainly engaged in
agricultural activities. For the agricultural sector a 
inulti-State enterprise is an enterprise which undertakes
agricultural activities more than one State orin
Territory. An establishment covers all operations carried 
out by one enterprise al a single physical location.

.3. Each agricultural cnierprise is annually classified 
to an indiislry of ASK^ Sub-divisitm 01, Agriculture, by 
applying unit prices to each agricultural activity 
iindeitaken by the enterprise and by then assessing (he 
predominant activity according to the estimated value 
derived. Since 1975-76 an enterprise has not been 
tabulated if the estimated value derived was less than 
$ 1.500, This has reduced the number of enterprises and 
establishments in the following tables.

4. The data in Tables 4 and 5 are counts of 
establishments with agricultural activity irrespective of 
the predominant activity of the establishment, whereas 
the data in Tables 6 and 7 are counts of agricultural 
establishments and enterprises (i.e. those classified as 
predominantly agricultural according to the ASIC).

5. The ABS publication Agricultural Sector, 
Structure of Operating Units (7102.0) provides a 
detailed explanation of the statistical framework used as 
well as the method of determination of the industry of 
the economic units involved in agriculture.

TABLE 4. NUMBER OF ESTABLISHMENTS WITH AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY GROWING PRINCIPAL CROPS, 
YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1979

Crop N.S. yic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tas.

Cereals for grain 
Wlicat 
Barley 
Oats
Grain .sorghum

Rice
Sugar cane cut fur 

crushing
Tobacco

Peanuts
Linseed
Rapeseed 
Safflower 
Sunflower
Grapevines 
Vegetables

Onions 
Potatoes 
Tomatoes

16,976
7,500

10,413
2,186
1,148
1.475

10,005
6,170
7,818

11
33

5,094
4,944
1.814
4.469
1,362

63

7,914
9,111
5,347

7,77f) 
5,514 
6,505

6 
7
5

144
808
586

6
2

2
7

47,907
34,049
32,490
6,677
2,556
1,545

553 
79
90

9 
49
93

275
906

1,324

90
819
809

316

134
130

6,105
587
136
773
105

I

433
2,157

266
1,558

345

291
34

273
3,041

23
57

2

9

18
438 16

6,658 
982
227 
785
352 
580
687 

3,191 
7,325

ibO 
970
467

35

254
555
922

231
386
82.5

182 
.366
402

58
607

68
22

9

2 998 
3,705 
3,504

57
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TABLE 5, NUMBP R OF ESTABLISHMENTS WITH AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY (¡ROWING PRINCIPAL CROPS. 
AUSTRALIA, YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH

Crop 1^74 I97h ¡977 ¡978 ¡9-^9

C'erwils I'm gram 
Wheat
Barley 
Oats
Ciruin .siirghuin

Rice

49.620
32.849
32.389
8.227

1,447

46.392
30,29.5
26.427

8.404
3,610
1.486

47.328
34,72.3
27.517

7.726
2.913
1,49.5

46,723
32.886
26.489

7.417
3.011
1,4.36

47.669 
34,311
26,282 

6,152
2,623 
1,484

4 7.907 
34,049 
32,490

2,556 
1,545

Sugar cane cut for 
crushing

Tobacco

Peanuts
Linseed
Rapeseed 
Safflower 
Sunllowcr
Grapevines
Vegetables

Onions
Potatoes
Tomatoes

Hops

7,153
1,153

171
686
391
540
246

2,309
7,812

1,510
5,277
4,824

120

Legal status

Sole operator

l-aniily partnership

Other partnership

6.922
1.114

158
65 3 
784 
418
440

3.246 
7,704

1,488 
5,546
4,453 

92

6,893
1,106

130
689
433
508
510

2,449
7.536

1,308
4,758
4,124

79

6,843 
1,095

158 
724 
402 
279
238 

2,149 
7.386

1,186
4.455
3,884

66

6,742
1,038

190
759
800
504
508

3.052
7.412

1.090
4.208
3,744

60

TABLE 6. NUMBER OF AGRICULTURAL ENTERPRISES BY LEGAL STATUS

1 975-76 
1976-77 
1977-78

1975-76
1 976-77
1977-78

1975-76
1976-77
1977-78

N.S. H'

20.207
18,418
17.231

25,843
24.973
25.334

1,511 
1,557 
1,686

Vie. Qld W.A. Tas.

Private incorporated company 1975-76
1976-77
1977-78

3,050
2,995
3,027

Public incorporated company 1975-76
1976-77
1977-78

20
24
24

Other(bt 1975-76
1976-77
1977-78

1,619
1,504

Total enterprises 1975-76 
1976-77
1977-78

52,344
49,586
48,806

23,304
22.111
20,228

22,559
22,271
23,415

767
787

1,016

633
709
896

52
66

112

848
844
959

48,163 
46,788
46,626

9,769
9,230
9,063

21.930
21,142
21,092

540
608
669

571
635
665

17
12
13

658
670
683

33,485
32,297
32,185

4,094
3,913
3.900

2,869
2,656
2,654

2,771
2,479
2,437

14,096
13,806
14,045

12,346
11,994
11,937

3,019
2,942
3,008

179 
219 
24’6

771
795
867

198
187
177

19,342
18,921
19,236

327
353
370

504
520
580

6

122
162
208

16,175
15,691
15,756

72
65

192
195
202

4
4

85
83
71

6,143
5,768
5.793

6,658 
982
227 
785
352 
580 
687

3,191 
7,325

998
3,70.5
3,504

57

Ausl. fa/

63,206
58,975
55,672

100,181
97,470
99,169

3,424
3,614
4,08.3

5,902
5,982
6,422

128
128
176

3,648
3,585
3,621

176,489
169,754
169,143

(a) Includes enterprises in the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory and multi-Stateenterprises, (b) Includes co-operative 
societies, trusts and estates.
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TAB Lt 7. AGRICULTURAL liSTABLISIlMENTS Ul’f RATtO BY AGRICULTURAL AND NON-AiiRICULTDRAL 
rNTERI’KIShS IIV LSDL'STRY 01- ESTABLISHMENT. AUSTRALIA

Industry of fstabfishtwtit

ASIC

Operated by 
aiiricuhitrcl enterprises

Operated by 
non cyricullural enterprises

Description 1975-76 1976-77 ¡977-7S 1975-76 1976-77 1977-78

Olli • Celiai grains
0112 
0113
0114 
0115
0116 
0117
0118 
0119
0121 
0122
0131
0132 
0133
0141
0142
0150 
0161
0162
0163 
0164
0165

Oilseeds ( n.e.c.)
Sheep
Meal cattle

cereal grains

0166

01

Sheep
Sheep

cereal grains
meat cattle

Meal cattle 
Milk cattle 
Pigs 
poultry for mejit 
Poultry for eggs 
Grapes
Plantation fruit 
Orchard and other fruit
Vegetables
Vegetables

potatoes

Multi-purpose farming 
Sugar cane 
I’caniifs
Tobacco
Cottun
Nurseries and specialised 
horticultural activities 
(except forest nurseries)

Agriculture (n.e.c.)

18,750
468 

22,854
4.750

13.443
19,931
29,472
26.785
3,469

541
1,428
4.624
2.023
7,155
2,149
5,257

540
6,616

413
1.036

99

19.273
537

23.012
4.676

13.063
19,050 
27,650
25.148
3.712

574
1,261
4,746
1,958
6,811
2.139
5,350

464
6,598

426
1,021 

HO

16,582
921

24,748
5.054

13,310
19,250
30.553
23,603
3,732

589
1,289
4.690
1.926
7,009
2,301
5,370

484
6,568

378
990 
139

184
5 

135
88

207
195

1,060 
163
96
16
32

127
29

114
23
53
15
48

5
8
3

201
9

150
94

204
186

1.033
160

86
23
28

163
25

122
24
48

48
5
6
1

175
26

154
98

230
219

1.185
155
103

24
37

160
23

132
28
56

9
49

4
4

Total

1,307
4,466

1.191
2,136

1,416
2,265

35
194

37
59

49
68

177,576 170,906 173,167 2,835 2,719 2,988
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111 STOCKS OF MAJOR GRAINS AM) HAY AM) PRODUCTION AM) STOCKS Oi SII.A(;F

TABLE 8. STOCKS OF CERE Al CiRAINSON K.S1 ABLISHMENTS WITH AGRICULTHRAl. ‘CI IVITV. A I 31 MAKIH 
(Tonnes)

Stare /974 I'ii; ¡97f> ¡978 : 'J 79

WHI AI

New South Wales 
Victoria 
(Queensland 
South Australia
W'eslerii Australia
I asniania 
Northern Territory 
Australian Capital Territory

326.891
148.'48
27.452 

120.799
221,541

3.214

4K5

257,884
122,664
28,831

109.373
2I>9,O86

2,344

483

289.174 
126,852

25.56.3 
101.129 
22,3,785

1.6 75 
(.11 

-347

317,084 
123,78!
27,195
98 21).'

234,600
1.794 

la) 
.302

277.174
1 19.991

21.305 
H)ii 'US 
240.IIU9

1,462 
(a) 

IS!

280,052
138.996
93,264

114 29|
251,493

1,632

Australia (b)849,l 30 (b)730,665 {b)768,525 (b)802,96l (8)760,439 ib)H79,728

BARLEY

New South Wales
Victoria 
(Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia

Northern Territory
Australian C.ipital Territory

147,008 
91.788 
49.700

147.737
163,617

9,315 
(a) 
(a)

90.928
62.534
36,667

135.244
108.247

8.590

(a)

132.690 
69,952 
38.419

140.775 
104,830 

7.668 
(a) 
(a)

130.848
67,213
37,670

140,459
(03,535

6,976 
(al 
(a)

104,243 
69,441 
26.15«

I 31,820 
124,699

6.41 1
(a) 
lai

180.402
82.270
73.818

1 59.009
133.506

la) 
(a)

Australia (b)609,I65 (b)442,210 (b>494,334 (b>486,70l (b)462,772 (b)636.536

OATS

New South W.iles
Victoria
Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia
I'asinania
Northern Territory
Australian C'apttai I'errilory

360,598
289,326

1 1,020
1 14,25.5
260.560

6,931 
(a) 

586

392.123
148,733
21,646
97.672

194,794
6.213

(a)
285

418.844
171.079

13.856
92.861

216,471
4.725

(a) 
270

388,190
194,126

8,932
84,876

206.666
6.871 

(a)
224

345,966
1 73.959

6,994
60,685

224.838
5,941 

(a)
129

573,934
255,050

33,361
118,760
264,734

9,995 
la)

195

Australia (8)1,043,278 (b)86l,466 (8)918,106 (b)889,885 (b)8l8.5l2 (b)l,256,029

(a) Ndt c(»llected separately, (b) Incomplete, refer to individual States.

TABLE 9. STOCKS OF HAY ON ESTABLISHMENTS WITH AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY. AT 31 MARCH
(Toiuips)

Stale 1974 1975 ¡976 ¡977 ¡978 1979

Newi South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
South Auslialia
Western Australia
I asinunia
Northern Territory
Australian Capital Territory

1.662.779
3.290.408

280.609
879,545
561.383
471.290

2,488
8,727

1,556,490
2,958,869

263,869
891,575
442,702
461.997

909
5.280

1.414.883
2.533,489

229,059
666,639
425,422
409.607 

592
4.799

1.049,949
2,434,585

192,044
546,838
402.974
386,599

592
2,638

814.531
1.966,103

1 36.560
342.46.3
408.508
2.57.129

83(1
2.080

1.142,031
2.614,424

160,690
727.631
384,359
321,8.51

661
3,18.3

Australia 7,157,229 6,581,691 5,684.490 5,016,219 3,928.204 5,354,830
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TABLE 10. Sil ACE MADE (a) ON ESTABLISHMENTS WITH AGRICULTURAL ACl IVI TV, 
YEAR ENPED 31 MARf H

(Tonnes)

Stale 7975 1976 7977 i97S 1979

New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia 
lasniania
Northern Territory
Australian Capital Territory

361,945
289,393
47.719
46,777
81.186
57,055

3.560
670

211,307
139.891
36.641
35,298
49,057
50,146

6,731

!4ft.l87
110.263
27,273
20.304
45,535
34.894

5.790

90,096
118,418
21.570
15,039
30,858
34,609

5.^.973
77,127

17.112
9.818

33,812
16.1 11

115,293 
118,642

24.411
17.189

31.016
28,152

n.a.
n.a.

Australia 888,305 (b)529.07l (b)392,246 (b).U0,S90 (b)2O9,953 334,703

7 974

(a) Includes silage made from crops and from pastures and grasnes. (h) Incompleie: refer to individual states.

TABLK 11. STOCKS OF SILAGE ON ESTABLISHMENTS WITH AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY.AT 31 MARCH 
(Tonnes)

Stale J974 ¡973 ¡976 ¡977 ¡978 ¡979

New South Willes
Victoria
Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania
Northern Territory
Australian Capital Territory

769.127
284,343
168,017
49,245
59,607
66,190

842
1,350

775,097
164.265
142,146
51,260
42,438
67.654

275
6,630

704,861
118,332
136.115
40,671
36.331
52.480

501.062
120.916
118,108
25,887
23.455
52,050

n.a.
6,839 164

420,685
87,840

122.975
20,190
22.924
33,522

264
204

441.027
103.125
120,060

21.525
22,979
43.943

Australia 1,398,721 1,249,765 (8)1,095,629 (8)841,642 7O8,6(H (8)752,659

(u) Incomplete; refer to individual states.
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l\ IMPLOYMIM K AL SECTOR

l_j»b<nir l oice i» Vgrictihure

StalistiwS ul the l;»btnir fbice O.v. ciiiph ej ¿nd
iiiieinployed) in agn<iiltufe urv avtiiable Jtonj (ia.
sources îhe iin>nthl\ popiilaiion survev ami tlif
|X‘rn»dic censuses ut the population. Ihe statistic;, from 
the survey and the censuses are not directly cuniparable 
lor a number »»I reasons, some ol which are set out tn 
the e.xplanalory notes to the .ABS monthlv pubhea’ion 
The l.abtiur Toree. Atistral'u (o2().3 0).

each month ihe surveys vonducted in the month' ol 
l ebruary. Mas August and Novemher cidlect details ot 
oceiipaiion .ind industry of employed [x'rs«)ns Ihe 
infotiiijlion otjained relates t' the week prior t > the 
inletview (i c. the urvev week)

The labour force survey includes all persons
agi’ii nileen sears and over except members .-f the

2. Ihe population survey is based mi a mu!ti-s»age 
area sample of private dwellings (about .30.000 houses.

pernianent defence forces: certain diplorn.itic ¡Krsonnel 
ol ovciscas ctrvernrncfils, cusloiiiarily excluded from

Hats, etc.) and non-privaie dwellings {hotels motels.
census and esiimated popuhtlions; overseas visitors

etc,), and covers about two-thirds of one per cent of the 
}H»puialion of Austraha. Ihe information is obtained 
from the occupants of selected dwellings by eaielully 
chosen and sjK’cially trained interviewers, the interviews 
generally being conducted during the two weeks 
beginning on the Monday between the hth and 12lh of

holidaying in Australia, and ineinbers ol non-Australian
defence fiuces (and their dependants) stationed 
Australia

in

Month

1977
August 
November

1978 
tehruarv 
May

Novembt’r 
1979

I ebruary 
May 
August 
November

4. For definitions of the terms ‘employed’ and
‘unemployed’ see the ABS monthly publication 7'he 
¡.abour ¡ oree, Australia (620.3.01

T ABU 12. 1-MPlOYI'i) 1*1 RSO.NS IN AORK l’LTLRE AND SERVICES TO AÍÍRICUI.TURE, 
I I Li TlME ANT) PARTTfME STATL’S{a,, AUSTRALIA 

(.Souzci' : labour Eorce Surveys!

FuUtime

281 4 
261.8

26U.1

259 4

262.8
263.3
280.3
279.9

/■enioli"!

Part time lnia{ Fulltime Parifimc rotai Full-time Part-time Total

*(100

12.8
19.8

15.6

15..5
15.0

18 3
19 8
15 Ü
16.0

244.2
281,6

27.5.7
265.3
274 9
287 1

281.1
283.1
295 4
295 9

(a) H»r stope of estimates, delttiKions. etc see text ahuve.

4.S.8
4K.?

41 I
43.2
34.2
41.4

43.4
38.8
39.4
40.6

43,3
41.6

41.8
37.2
43.9
41 4

42.2
411.0 
4Ü.9
42.0

K9 I 
90.1

H2 9 
HO 4 
78 1 
82.8

85 6
78 8
80 3
82.6

327.2 
3IÜ 3

301 2
294 7
293.5
313..5

3(36.2 
3020
319.8 
320.5

lAHl f 1 3. I'M MPIOVED Pl RSO.NS IN AORK LLTURE AND S» RVICI S 
TO AiiRR IT.TUkE (a), AUSTRALIA

(.S’oirzre : Labour Force Surveys)

Month
\ufnber (if persons 

unemployed
Unempio) meni

‘Olio

56.1
61 4

57 4
51 0
59 5
56 4

60.5 
59 8
55.9 
580

383.3
371 6

358.6 
345 7 
,353.0 
369 9

366 7
- 361 8 

.375.7 
378 5

1C77
August 
.Sovemhet

1978
I ebruary 
May 
^\ugusl 
November 

1979
1 ebruary 
May 
August 
November (b)

16.8
1.3.9

1H..5 
14.9 
14.8 
1 1.6

14.4 
119 
1?.4
10.2

4 2

4 9
4 1
4.0
3.0

3.2
2.6

{ul Prior Io N(ivt«iiiber 1977 eninprisvs iineinpluyed perbonx whose la.sf job was in agruulliire <*r 
services Io ¿igrivulture I roiii November 1 ^11 comprises unemployed persons whose last lull lime job 
of two w'ecks or more in llie previous two years wa.s m iigriciillure or services to .tgrictillure I'xcludcs 
unemployed persons looking for first job. For scope of csfiniales. definitions, en . see lexi above, (bl 
Excludes persons stood down without pay for less than 4 weeks at the time of the final week ol the 
Survey.
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zXtisiralinn ( cr.Mis ('•“ l'opiJiit'un 'ind Housing 
(1971 tuvl 1976»

A lange oi dal,i lioin th, lo'i ( ,nsii lia* l'ein 
piibh.slied 111 a seiies of /\BS p:in,ii.|!ii n-., •'•••¡■lig ail 
.Siales and leiiituiies il siunild »e iioieti thaï iiiott-

Sifii.c
slaiitiariK and Ihe

the (jul W ikl W.u, the rise in living
■ •iciea..es :n new lechfinldgy has

deiailed eniploytnvhl slaf'iics
deiib'gfaphk vharavterist.v.. such as agv, luan’ai .talus.

tiicviiubly r«‘sul1ed in a sinailer .igri. iiHiirul lahniii k.icc 
pf' duciti/ i I.iigf . iitpm 'll tiifin p' •duct'- Picdicldhiv

bin hpiakC. quail heat lulls and upathTiai
'””h-?is o* rnaJ-' cmpki^ed in agrivtdture have

available Iront unnublisficd labukilbiris and lukiuliih? 
held by the .ABS ibis inloiniatii'ft ..in be »ibtained hs 
'.ttiHdcting Ihe ,\B.S oltiee in i‘.u!i St.iti , cits, or 
in ( aiibcri.i

dvvlined sine* Jie 107| ( viisiis lb\ 1 i ' 1 but this has 
been ciirnpbiisatcd h\ a large meiease in il.e number ot 
kumen «'iitering the agncultuidl labour foruc Much of 
this ineiease h;is been in flic utcupalioiial .sfatiis gr.Mip
selfemplaycd (le , persons who i.onJuct diei' 
business bjl do n<u employ utheis).

uu n

States

New Suiiih W.tlcs

Oiievnsland
-Soulb Australia 
Western \ustt.<li.i 
Idsmai.id
Akstialiu (bl

r ABU 14. PI-RSONS 1 MPI (AI lUa» l.N AÎ.RICULl l'RF BY SI X Al 30 31 NI- 1971 aND 1976 
(.■iriurce : Census uf Popiil,Hii»n anti Housing. I 97 I and 1976)

f-'enialev

IU7¡
Penentaxi 

1 hange 1971 1976
/'r’erCMfiter’ 

ehenge /9''6
Percentage

88,744
■’4,108

30,785
29.91.5
10,469

298,323

75.6.34
61.26.5
52.978

29.321
28.327

7.932
257.465

14 8

Ì4.2
4.8

24.2
13.7

18.561
17.9.37
1.3,927
8,177
6,567
1,616

67,324

35.589
34,310
25.400
16.172
13,06 3
2.947

128.053

91 3
82 4
97 8

98 9
82 4
90 2

107,30,5
92.04,5

75.655
38.962
36,482
12,085

365,647

95.57.5 

78,378
45.493 
41 .390 
10,879

385.518

3.7
.3 8
3 6

16 8

too
5 4

<!») Civih »n populadon I S years nf age ai.d over (b) Includes the Nouhern l eiritory and the Australian Capital l errilury.

r ABU 15. PI RSONS FMI’l.i)YI D (a) IN ACiRK l I.Tt’RF BY BIRTHPLACF AT 30JL'NF 1976 
f.S’oftzct’: Census of Population and Housing, 1976)

Ausiralujn horn Overseas born

Males I entales Krsons Males hemcles Persons
Total 

persons

(fverseas horn 
as a % of 

total employed 
ftersons

Ness South Uales
Viiiuri.i 
Oueenslund
South A
Western .Australu 
lasinatiid
Auslraiij ( b i
Agrieulture 
All mil usines
Afriv uh ure as a ■■ 
(9 all industries

69,264 
54,940 

4'’,692
26,704 

24,293
’„543

.31.851
30.208
22.752
14.273
10.83!
2.689

101J15
8.5.148
70,444
40.977
35.124
10,232

6,324
5,286
2.617
4.034

389

3.738
4.IUI
2.649
1 .900

258

10,109
10,42,5

7.93,5 
4,517
6,26.5

647

111.22.3
95.57.6 

78.378 
45.493 
41,390 
10.879

9.1 
109 
lO.I

9 9

15 1
5 9

232.285
2.723,605

I I 3.107
1.559,7.33

345.392
4.283.338

25,180

99,3.998
14,945

510.810
40,125

1.504 8U8
385.51 8

5.^88,146
10 4
26 0

8/ 8.1 2.9 2.7 6.7

(dl < iMli.jn pupuljtH.ii 1 5 years i.f age and over (bj Includes Ihe Norlherii rernlory and the Australian Capilal lertiu.ry

%25e2%2580%25a2iciea..es
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TABLE 16. PERSONS EMPLOYED (a) IN AGRICULTURE BY OCCUPATIONAL 
STATUS, AT 30 JUNE 1976

(Source: Census of Population and Housing, 1976)

Occupational 
status

Employed 
persons

% of total 
agriculture

All 
industries

% of total 
all industnes

Employer - 
Males 
Females
Persons

37,282
18,833
56.115

14.48
14.71
14.56

2Q1.Q25
89,534

296.559

5.51
4.32
5.72

Self-employed 
Males 
Females 
Persons

13I.S79
63,924

795,505
49.92
50. 71

354.251
151,144
505,395

9.53
1.30
8.73

Employee 
Males 
Females

81,464
18,584

100,048

31.64
14.51
25.95

3.139.218
1,762,190
<901.408

84.44
85,11
54.65

Helper — 
Males 
Females
Persons

l.\4Q
16.112
33.852

2.11
20.86
5.75

17.109
67.674

783

0.46
3.27
146

Total agriculture - 
Males
Females
Persons

257,465
128,052
385,518

100.00
100.00
100.00

3,717,603
2,070,543
5,788,146

100.00
100.00
100.00

{») Civilian population IS yean of age and over.

NOTE I. An EMPL,O YER ia a perron who conducts his own business and employs others.
2. A SELF-EMPLOYED PERSON is a person who conducts his own business but does 

employ others.
3. An EMPLOYEE is a wage or salary earner or one who receives payment in kind.
4. A HELPER is s perron in a family business who receives neither wages, salary 

payment in kind.



V. ARTIFICIAL FERTILISERS

TABLE 17. PRINCIPAL CROPS AND PASTURES ARTIFICIALLY FERTILISED, AREA FERTILISED, TYPE AND QUANTITY USED 
________________________ YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1979

Crops and pastures N.S.W. Vic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tas. N.T. A ustralia
Sown and native pastures - 

A'ea fertilised hectares 2,943.909 3,067,421 120,855 1,319,459 4,075,059 526,458 25,413 12,078,574

Type of fertiliser used - 
Superphosphate (a) 
Nitrogenous 
Other(b)

tonnes 343,722
11,163
9.300

394,193
8,309

68,146

20,422 
5.849 
2.174

158,501
1,549 
4.716

455,719
8,492

32,408

77,100 
1,346

15,431

1,472
224
233

1.451,129
36.932

132,408

Lucerne (inch lucerne-based) 
Area fertilised hectares 43.173 26,340 4,644 294,382 8,129 2,262 62 68 379.060

1 ype of fertiliser used - 
Superphosphate (a) 
Nitrogenous 
Other(b)

tonnes 6,906
2 

378

4,879
189
600

1,183 
306 
137

40,139
357 

1.543

1,240
110
309

476
13

306

22 22

n.a.

54,867 
977 

(03,273

Wheal - 
Area fertilised hectares 1,865,438 1,223,373 115,920 1,233,037 3.564,917 1,453 153 8,004,291

Type of fertUiser used 
Superphosphate (a) 
Nitrogenous 
Other(b)

tonnes 115,960
10,634
18,672

142,665
3,975
2,856

3.292
5,179

521

136,468
3,313
4,698

234,965
155,267

8,158

292

18

13 633.655 
(0178,368

34,923

Oats, barley and rye (d) 
Area fertilised hectares 789.091 607,651 146,919 1,257,311 1,086,872 28,469 309 3,916,622

Type of fertiliser used 
Superphosphate (a) 
Nitrogenous 
Other(b)

tonnes 63.117
6,006
9,134

72,254
1,795
1,524

6,764
9,004
1,477

149,180
4,988
8,187

99,144
36,301

3,774

5,757
88 

1,158

42 396.258 
(c) 58,182 
(c) 25.254

Other cereals (e) - 
Area fertilised hectares 132,357 5,329 125,756 32,164 7,660 89 116 303,471

Type of fertiliser used - 
Superphosphate (a) 
Nitrogenous 
Other (b)

tonnes 4.273
15.432
2,444

800
118
133

4.187 
10,384
2.203

3,465
61 

201

569
606
121

18 
n.a.
23

19
14
5

13,331 
(026,615

5.130

For footnotes see next page.



TABLE 17. PRINCIPAL CROPS AND PASTURES ARTIFICIALLY FERTILISED, AREA FERTILISED, TYPE AND QUANTITY USED,
  year ended 31 MARCH 1979 - aintinued

Crops and pastures N.S. W. Vic. Qld S.A. IV./I. N.r. Australia

Sugar cane — 
Area fertilised hectares 13,277 25 2.757 266,034

Type of fertiliser used — 
Superphosphate (a) 
Nitrogenous 
Other (b)

tonnes 1,035
6,3?3 
1,807

20.922
1 17,031

87,665

21.957
123,354
89,472

Vegetables for human consumption -
Área fertilised hectares 17,399 19.5 30 19,177 4,213 11,008 93 (078,930

Type of fertiliser used - 
Superphosphate (a) 
Nitrogenous 
Other (b)

tonnes 5,127 
3,495
9,631

6,317
1,889

16,409

1,955 
5373 
8,691

4,515 
1,967 
6,161

2,699
5,350
3,418

3.052
271

8,336

26
13
81

n.a.
n.a.

23,691 
(c)l 8,558 
(052,727

huh - 
Area fertilised hectares 22.049 13,679 15,648 11,203 4,880 2,958 15 70,432

Type of fertiliser used — 
Superphosphate (a) 
Nitrogenous 
Other (b)

tonnes 4,725
5.778

12.165

2,468
5,606
4,659

1,488
7,610

10,84!

3,225
3,111
3,002

1.792 
2,344 
1,395

513
339

2,024 17

(014.211
(024,788

34,103

Grapevines - 
Area fertilised hectares 6,609 10,486 1.115 15.225 1.493 34,928

Type of fertiliser used — 
Superphosphate (a) 
Nitrogenous 
Other(b)

tonnes 1.746
1.006
1.017

1,850 
1,295
1,618

65
98

412

4,512
940

3,021

332
329
205

8.505
3.668
6.273

All other crops - 
Area fertilised hectares 78.965 33.451 58,356 39.223 43,621 17,112 348 18 271,094

Type of fertiliser used — 
Superphosphate (a) 
Nitrogenous 
Other(b)

tonnes 5.211
5,681
2,442

6,730
425 

2,329

3,941 
6,243 
4,858

6.285
185 
718

7,128
1,000 

929

3,623
468

3,130

51
10

5
8

32

32,969
14.020
14.443

Total - 
Area fertilised hectares 5,912467 5ji)07460 861,147 4.209,514 8,796.844 569309 26XM7 (0548 (025.403,436

Type of fertiliser used — 
Superphosphate (a) 
Nitrogenous 
Other (b)

tonnes 551322 
65320 
66390

632,156 
23,601 
98474

64419 
167477 
118,979

506490
16,471 
32447

803388
209,799

50,717

90,631 
(02325

30.426

(01390 
(0261 
(0341

77 
(f)8 

(032

(02350373 
(0485.462 
(0398,006

(a) For Victoria only, ‘double’ and ‘triple’ strength superphosphate has been converted to ‘single’ strength equivalent- (b) Includes mixed and compounded 
fertilisers, (c) Incomplete; refer to Individual states, (d> For Victoria and Queensland, rye ta Included In ‘Other cereals', (e) For Victoria and Queensland, includes rye. 
(0 Exdudes data not available for publication. Refer to individual States' components.
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TABLE 18. PRINCIPAL CROW.AND PASTURES ARTIFICIALLY FERTILISED, AREA FERTILISED, 
__________type AND QUANTITY USED, AUSTRALIA, YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH

Crops and pastures ¡974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979

AREA FERTILISED 
(Hectares)

Sown and native pastures 
Lucerne
Wheat
Oats, barley and rye
Other cereals
Sugar cane
Vegetables for human 
consumption

Fruit
Grapevines 
All other crops

17,994,410
494,949

7,146,716
3,060.760

197,573
235,843

14,483,981
639.186 

6,357,837 
2,302.023

375,546
248.369

8,567.968
345,582

6,275,5 70 
2,733.417

358,379
267,346

10,006,541
446.621

6.745.432
2,965,594

400,769
285,070

11,324,528
469.109 

7.827,113 
3.748.868

211.170
289.073

12,078,574
379.060 

8.004,291 
3,916.622

303,471
266.034

Total

Sown and native pastures 
Lucerne
Wheat
Oats, barley and rye
Other cereals
Sugar cane
Vegetables for human 
consumption

Fruit
Grapevines
All othe. crops

Total

Sown and native pastures 
Lucerne
Wheat
Oats, barley and rye
Other cereals
Sugar cane
Vegetables for human 
consumption

Fruit
Gra-pevines
All other crops

Tout

Sown and native pastures 
Lucerne
Wheat
Oats, barley and rye
Other cereals
Sugar cane
Vegetables for human 
consumption

Fruit
Grapevines 
All other crops

Total

73,024
74,828
35,726

214.938

77,573
69,183
33,316

271,177

72.715
65,816
32,814

254.909

75,565
65,101
32,628

242359

78,041 
67,774
36,061 

272.019

29,528,767 24358,191 18,974316 21465380 24,323,756

SUPERPHOSPHATE USED 
(Tonnes)

78,930
70,432
34,928

271,094

25303436

2,708.648
89.207 

803,604 
383.292

18,886 
20.642

2,069.712
112.260
718,718
289.749
36.010
21,275

1.027,252 
52.980

664,811 
323.511

30,345 
25,722

1.166,034
62,585

615,385
320,607
30,349 
26.543

1,335,176
66,856 

635,313 
383,635

8,202 
25,413

1,451,129 
54,867

633,655 
396,258

13,331 
21,957

25,055
18.904
10,242
31,466

27.133 
17,617 
10,095 
46.119

27,812
14.705
9.403

39,952

23,762
13.615
8,874

35.608

24.825
14,025
9.374

35,070

4,109,946 3348388 2316,493 2,303.362 2337389

NITROGENOUS FERTILISERS USED 
(Tonnes)

23.691
14,211

8,505
32,969

2350373

49,177
1,169 

72,754 
23,427 
20,721 

109.565

31,167 
744

88,159 
20.504 
22,395 

123,862

22,464 
534 

105,727 
23,386 
22.156 

132,663

26,380 
687

56,884 
22,954 
26.184 

144,390

31,775 
765 

178,425 
51,276 
23.152 

142.348

36.932 
977 

178,368 
58.182 
26.615 

123,354
21,907
23.886
4,519

12,851

15,277
20,265 

2,981 
9.592

15.256
18.735

3.210
9,045

12,612
23.453

2.975
9,562

18,052
28.157

3,843
12.511

339,976 334346 353,176 326381 490.304

168,258
5.562

14,729

5,574
75,589

35,842 
28.655 
4,443

10,020

360,185

OTHER ARTIITCIAL FERTILISERS USED (a) 
 fTonnes)

146,375
3,643 

16.733 
11.226
4.545 

84.711

83,420 
3,253

14,485 
10,716
4,305 

92,859

85.490
3,137

104,414 
25.645
5,669

102,682

106,985
3.486 

35,348 
21.300

3,885 
102.712

(a) Includes mixed and compounded fertilisers.

18.558
24,788

3.668
14,020

485.462

132,408
3.273 

34,923 
25.254

5.130 
89,472

45.181
31.187
4,619

11,516

42,457
27,847
5.369

11.412

51.797
29,220

6,781
12,881

54,901
32,876
6,853

14,559

52,727
34,103

6.273
14,443

359,736 296,123 427.716 382.905 398,0<>6
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TABLE 19. AREA FERTILISED, TYPE AND QUANTITY OF ARTIFICIAL FERTILISERS USED, 
YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH

Slate 1974 ¡975 1976 1977 ¡978 ¡979

AREA 
(Hectares)

New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania
Northern Territory
Australian Capital Territory

7.513,174
6.035.402

793,986
4,570.617
9,798.377

779.619
17.913
19.679

5.627.902
4.869.739

753,196
4.123.412
8,889.162

559.515
22.941
12,324

3.802,867
3,424,276

711,782 
2,954,348 
7.778,902

289.425
9,158
3.758

4,589,050
3,949.749

810.797
3.192.516
8.315,922

392.763
9.049
6,134

5,642.420
4,520.924

806.441
3.916.188
8.930.676

483,297
18.737
5,073

5.912,267
5,007,260

861.147
4.209,514 
8.796.844

589,809
26,047 

548

Australia 29.528,767 24,858,191 18,974316 21,265,980 24,323,756 25403,436

SUPERPIIOSPHA'I E USED 
(Tonnes)

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Northern Territory 
Australian Capital Territory

958,680
957,289
99.234

651.504
1,289.408

145,782
5.843
2,206

698.849
729.734

85,480
584,257

1.146.418
97.728

4.804
1,418

413.451
459.097
65.127 

383,392
847.681
46.010

1.163
572

410,468
500,491
69,395

400,430
859.560
61,233

1,122 
663

498.371
575.030
65,312

474.021
847,599

75,578 
1,442

536

551.822
632,156

64,219
506.290
803.588

90,831
1.590 

77

Australia 4,109,946 3,348,688 2J16,493 2,303,362 2337389 2,650373

NlTROC.l-NOUS KERTILISI'RS USED 
(Tonnes)

New South Wales 
Victoria 
(Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Northern Territory 
Australian Capital Territory

47.527
42.601

142,996
10.050
90,510

5,433 
840

19

47,509
18.131

153,541
10,140

102,255
2,326 
1.033

11

4 8.5 29 
12.676 

165,747
8.658 

115,460
1,851 

235 
20

54,048
23,600

185,739
8,786 

(b)5l.724
1.982

185 
17

62,005
28,440

182.756
13.323

202.103
1.579 

92
6

65.520
23.601

167.277
16.471

209.799
2.5 25

261
8

Australia 339,976 334,946 353,176 326,081 490,304 485,462

OTHER ARTI1ÌCIAL I'tRTILlSERS USl l) (a) 
(Tonnes)

New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania
Northern Territory
Australian Capital Territory

44,006 
109.200
101,807
31,298 
44,656 
29,095

106 
17

45,066 
108,533
1 12,558

27,795
40,861
24,807 

59 
57

41.262
69.671

117,945
22.739
26,717
17,648

93
48

56,406
68.654

129,407
30.378 

(0121.281
21,409 

103
78

64.457
82.239

129.556
33.676
48.033
24.778

130 
36

66.990
98,274

118.979
32,247
50.717
30.426

341
32

Australia 360.185 359,736 296,123 427,716 382.905 398,006

(a) Includes mixed and compounded fertilisers, (h) Not strictly comparable with other years. Excluded mixtures and compounds containing 
nitrogen which, were included in 'other artificial fertUiser-s used', (c) Not strictly cnniparable with other years. Included mixtures and 
compounds ctjntaining nitrogen which, in other years, were included in ‘Nitrogenous fertilisers Used'.
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VI AERIAL AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS

The following table contains statistics compiled 
from returns collected from the operators of aircraft 
engaged in aerial top-dressing, seeding, spraying and 
allied activities such as rabbit and dingo baiting. The 
collection was commenced in 1956 by the then 
Department of Civil Aviation and is now the

Transport. The ABS undertook the collection from 1 
January 1967 to 31 March 1974.

2. Dupbcation between top-dressing and seeding

responsibility of the Australian Department of

and spraying has been excluded in arriving at total area 
treated.

TABLE 20. AERIAL AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS

Year ended 
31 March

top-dressed 
and seeded sprayed

Total area 
treated 

(ttl

Materials used

phosphate Seed

Total 
flying 
time

'000 hectares - Tonnes Tonnes

1974
1975
1976
1977
1978

4.870
3.378
1,164
1.381
2,403

1,870
1,544
2,059
1,624
1,782

6,857
5,080
3,314
3,064
4,260

546,009
473.849
105,224
151,453
287,248

2,510
4,805
3.532
2,547
3,789

93,288
89.199
53,783
49.596
69,469

1979 - 
New South Wales (b) 
Victoria (c) 
Queensland 
South Australia (d) 
Western Australia

2,350
385
108
95

267

1,476
241
565
236
463

3,839
643
698
330
733

258,601
56,253
10,825
10,739
37,781

5,692 
49 
89
25 
28

57,916
13,258
14,166
5.998
9,287

AuatraUa 3,205 2.981 6443 374,199 5,883 100,625

(a) Include, olher type, of Irearmenr (e.,. r.bbrt bailing. Me.), (b) Include, Iha AuMralian Capital Territory, (c) Includes la,man,i (d| 
Include, the Northern Territory.
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