THE COINS

Historical Context

development of an urbanized society, organized under a

central authority dependant on Indian tradition for its mandate
to rule, and, tc a certain extent, on external trade for its wealth,
encouraged the evolubtion of a stable currency based on the Indian
model. Although Phayre and Temple regarded the early coins found in
Arakan and in Burma proper as medals bearing religious synmols,l we
now have evidence of a series beginning by the 5th century and
continuing, with very few breaks, for the next six hundred years.

The earliest Arakanese colng are connected with contemporary
types from Funan and the Mon? and Pyu kingdoms, to which it will be
necessary to refer to in deotail, as noc serious comparative study has
yet been attempted. All bear auspicicus symbols of Indian kingship
and 1ts function of assuring the prosperity of the realm. The Arakan
series, initially adapting these motifs, introduces the practice of

necribing the coins with the name of the ruler.3 These coins are

5

especially valusble to the study of Arakanese history, as they confirm

and supplement the evidence of the inscriptions, and, to some extent,

ennance our knowledge of the development of the script.

o . - "
1 Sir Arthur P. FPhayre, "Coins of Arakan, of Pegu and of Burma
The International uubuovq+a Orientalia Series, London, 1882,
pp.1=2; Sir Richard Carnac-Temple, "Currency and Coinage among the
Burmeze", J4, Vol.¥XVII (June 1897), vp.154-5; "Notes on Currency
- . - -~ <7 - QN
and Coinage among the Burmese", IA, Vol.LVITI (March 1928) pp.37-39.
2 Ve ormemorative medallions issued
by . J88, Vol.LII, pt.1l, »p.99 ff.
3 "e T . , . - N
3 'Some Sanskrit Inscriptions of Arakan', BSOAS, XTI (194k3},
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The earliest {and cnly) references to metal currency in Burm
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found in Chinese histories describing the Pyu kingdom in the 9th
century. The New T'ang History mentions that the Pyus "make coins
from silver and gold, shaped like the half-moon called teng-chia~t'o
or taulu-tlan-t'o" k%_ ’W fﬁ%r,& ﬁ ﬁ;?. ), ¥ while the Mawn-shu
only menticns silver. Although no gold coins have vet been discovered
, & singie specimen exists In the British Museum Collection.”®
Temple took teng-chia-t’o to s transiiteration of the Sanskrit
tahka, "a weight or a stamped coin'.® The same word survives in many
of the old western languages of Burma (including Sak and Chin), where
it usually means silver.’ Tempie's low regard for early Burmese
technology led him to assume that "the 'ecrescent silver' consisted in

reality of chips from lumps of ywetn? or dain, 'flovered silver!'.
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These lumps, as they come from the crucible, are
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circular™. While all the extant Pyu coins are round, the half-moon
shape may have been the result of clipping them into smaller

179 - 2 . oo - . - o
denominations", a practice well known in Funan, Java and Arakan.
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Luce noted that 0.B. klyap, uce: nscriptions to denote a

quantity of
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=xchange, ought to mean something

L s e fr . ~ T . P
: Hsin-t'ang-chx 222 (I1), p.66 (Po-na ed.), cf. Luce, "The Ancient
. ' ey ey - ) - - —_— 7o Iats L 9 T fa il 3, 3
Pyu", JBRS, Vol.¥XVII, iii (1937), ».251; R.C. Temple, op.cit.
(1857), p.233.
5 1t ]

Man-ghu, 1.90.
coins in the Ayre
enance 1is obviously

luce, TAnclent Pyu', and his transliation o
it cquired along with othey
land, but its original

6

Cp.cit., p.235 £f. He then attempts tc prove the derivation of a
number of modern terms currency in India and Southeast Asia

e3 i

- s . \ !
71%0@, Anglo-TIndian tickal) from quKa cf. Shor
inkel

=l

7 e * - .

/ Luce, of Buddhism to Burma" in L. Cousins et. al. (eds),
Buddhis in Honowr of I.E. Horner p.120.

g 1 - - o I3 ; b o 3 o gy

N Op.cit., p.233, fn.7; cf. Malleret, t.IIT, pp.137-8; Paw
Pelliiot, Deuwx itinerairzs ..., DD. 3‘¢ 7.
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pressed between two surfaces.? The Burmese welght standard, the viss
(0.B. pied, 8a), is derived from the Tamil visat "division", 2nd O
buith, probably one-tenth of a vise, from Pali-Tamil pala.!® This is
interesting in that the early Southeast Asian coin types seem to have
been based on South Indian models.

The use of die-struck coins seems to have disappeared with the
fall of the early Indianized kingdoms: the last coins we have from

Arakan belong to

A

the Mon coins

dwindled to

he Oth

from Pegu,

or 10th centuries, roughly contemporary wit

and use of a coln currency apparently

ing the

nothing dur 8 ody there are no local coins
from the rest of mainland Southeast Asia after the fall of Funan and
Dvaravati, their function being replaced by barter, cowrie shells and
standardized metal bars or lum;_)s.11 It was not until the 16th century,
probably under the influence of Muslim and European traders, that coins
beg to come into use again.l?
Collections, Finde ete.

While the earliest Arsakanese coins bear a certalin resemblance to
those from later Pyu and Mon sites, none have yet bheen discovered
outside the state. The inscribed coins, from Devacandra to
Dharmmavijaya, are also known almost only Araksn, and are most

Wi + s q 7 R S .

° Beconomic Iife of the Barly Burman", JBRS, XX, 19L0. repr.,
0.337 and n.87. A]*nwu"h Luce ied to cons 16@* tnuu klyap
neant 2 weight, rather than a coin, the first coins from Pagin

e - e
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e found am
earthquake.
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.

he trdsor of the pagodas after the recend

Hobson-Jdobson, s.v.

Reginald Le May, The Coinage 1932), pp.3-0;
Temple, ov.c &t.. PL- 15L.57.

19 f—, . . - N 7 : - ryren

1l The earliest of t are from Arakan and Cambodia { see Fhayre,
op.cit., and Gros Recherches sur Tles Cambodgiens (Paris, 1921)
p.321 while Purma “%w17 and did not replace their punch-marked

metal bars until

century.
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frequently found in the Mrohaung district. Two notable exception

were wneovered in excavations at Mainamati near Comilla, slong with
+he bulk of the o anted Hoaprilkal (M apmitriva™) aming 13 The Tattan
the bulk of the connected Harikela ( 'Yarikriya' ) ccins. The lattex

are also

bty

LR

und in Arakan, frequently along the seacoast. The
coines of the series, those of GpT Simghagandacandra, are known only
from one noard found near Akyab.

The most important collections have been published. OF these

. . PRI - N 14 o
the most extensive is the British Muscum Collection lb%C), * of whiczh

Phayre's collection formed the nucleus. 'The Indian Museum, Calcutta
hss a fairly well documented collection, as does the White King
Collestion (WKC) now in the Hermitage at Leningrad. 16 fhe Harikela
coins from the Mainamatl excavations, now at the Mainamatl museum, are
not yet published, but a number of identical types are found in the
important collections. Scholars in Britain have studied the private
collection of Mr H. de S. Shortt, and R.D. Banerji published five
Arakan-type colns from the cabinet of Mr Prafulia Nath Tagore.

A number of important collecticns in Burma remain unnoticed. The

most extensive of these belongs to the Arakanese historian U Aung Tha

&3]

Do of BRangoon. Other scholarsz have small collections, but the most
fruitful source has been the monasteries of upper Arakan. Here

1

interested in the history of their country

have accumulated chance finds made L1

oy

sughout the centuries. Interest

13 o \
See pphoves D-126-30
T o Toh + 1 ~it
See Johnston, loc.cit.
[ R . . - . -
5 At TS 41 1 P et . b T e M S
1 J.A. Smith, Cat. of Coins in the Indian Museum, Calcutta, 1
f e A - N -y~ a1 T Bl v B
(Oxford, 1906}, p.331 and PL.XXYT, ©, 10, 11, 16.
16 . e e i d e

A catalogue of 3
in her article "Some Coins of Araskar

tion umwpleﬁﬂmu (Rangoon),
Hov.1l 1962. 7T have not been able t@ locate thlg, buT R.C. Temple,
who was able to 8 R
has describted many of the coins i& IA,
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in the coins in Burma has most recently been stimulated by U San Tha

Aung, in his publications on the sntiguities of Arakan.

Work to Date

West

(D

rr interest in the coins of Arakan began soon after the

British annexation, and various reports appreared in the JASB. Lieut.

{

Thos. Latte author of the Burmese Grammar, noticed the similarity of

rited Arakan

e
0

the symbolical Pyu coins of Halin (Haleng) and the
coing, which, he said, were "Shivite, but probably appertain to a time
when the emblems of the worship of Shiva, and those of Buddhism had
something in common'.? Captain G.E. Fryer, Officlating Deputy

Commissiconer of Sandowazy, described the first "Yarikriya" coin to be

found, and attributed the inscribed coins to the Candra dynssty mentioned

. P N . $ i I K . . . .
in the Araksnese chronicles.l!® Another "Yarikriva' coin was mentioned

by W. Theobald, who described it as a "symbolical coin of the Wethali
dynasty of Araksn’.l9
In 18382 Phayre published his "Coins of Arakan, of Pegu and of

Burma”, mentioned before. He was followed by Temrle, who in spit

s
ho'l
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(]
Lo}

all the evidence accumulated by 1928, held the view that the

t introduced

Lh

"symbolical coins" of Arakan and Burma proper had been firs
by Boda 20
vy Bodawpaya.

This was scon refuted by U IlMya, who drew attention to the

antiquity of the sites where the coins were found, and suggested that

m"
—_
ja)
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r

et
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the symbols were suspicious signs.4! E.H. Johnston first put

17 "The (oins of Arakan - al Coins", JASE, 1846, pp.238-k40.
13 A A "

Mote on an Arakanese Coin', JASE, 1872, pp.201-3.

19 4.

‘,eobﬂld "On a Symbolical Coin of the Wethall dynasty of
1

1i
e 1 N - _—
Avakan", JASE, Vol.61l, 1892, pp.102-L4.

20 7A, Vol.LVIT, pn.37-43.

il

: ASI, 1930-3h, pt




in chronological order, znd suggested Vengl prototlypes 22 G.A. Ru

.

working with the then unpublished results of MeDowell, definitely

A -

established that the coins were not "medals” but currency icsued in

several dencminations.?3 MacDowell, who studil

Al

>d

o

hoard of Arakan-

(s}

type coing from Sylhet, added to our knewledge of the "Yarikriya"
coins,” but it was not until Harunur Rashid analysed the hundreds

coins found during the excavations at MainamatI in the 196C's that

connection between these and the coins from Arakan was eatablished.

Metal and weight standards

stom,

Yy

the

All the early coins are of gilver, with practically no iwpurities,

o

Ny
o

which would indicate & source throughout the period.<® A

8]
s

ngle gold and a few copper specimens of "Yarikriya™ coins were fo

in later levels of the Salban Vihara excavations, reflecting the
influence of Indian currency in the late period. Apart from the
general description of "silver" for the Pyu and Mon coins, no other

satisfactory data is available.?’ Malleret identified a number of

silver-mine sites in South Annam, various parts of Cambodia and in

nd

q - . . . .
Lacs.48 The silver mines of northern Burma are well known, and probably

22 Op.cit., 1v.357.

" -
P

L g ~, 1. . B
24 W. McDowell, "Eight Coins of Arakan from Sylhet", Numismatic

»

" - o 1 - -
hrontele, Vol.20 (1950), pp.229-34, and P1.XVI.

» The Early History
haeo Znu eal Moterial (Pt
1968), wnpublii

Tarunur Rashid
f']%‘ec;l An
Cambridge, 1

shed. Appendix IT.

Tests carried out in the Dept.of Prenistory,1.A.5.,A.N.U., reveal

a 99% silver content on 1 Priticandra snd 2 Niticandra coins.
27 Tem? "

1
T e deseribed one "Pegu" type coin and two Pyu coins as
" { tutenaga) but no other writer has commented on this
( see IA, LVII, p.37).

2 . - - h
28 ADM, . ITT, ©.129

Southeast Bengal in the Light
hD Dissertation, University

of

led
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ipplied the Pyus with thelr needs.%® The Mons of Southern

medium for larger payments. In 1852, the town of Prome, with a
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. - » - . 30 . .
obtained their silver from Bassein.?Y While no comprehensive

Jogical survey of Arakan has besn undertaken to date, tradition has

Phayre (p.38) reported

population of about 20,000, had twenty pwézds, or brokers and assayers

silver.

n

The initial exploitation of Southeast Asian silver for export can

een a3 a direct result of the abrupt cessation of the Roman bullion
PR n s . N . — - N - 2 . .

with India in the middle of the 1st century A.D.32 gilver colns,

local and Roman, are absent [rom the Indian assemblage immediately

after this pericd. Wheeler has shown that Roman coins were used not as

imposed currency but as
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a gquality and weight guzranteed

S

> imperial otnmh.33 The Roman weight standard of 8.025g. was
H.L. Chhibber, The Mineral Resources of Burma {(London, 193L4),
Ch.VIIT passim; P. Wheatley, The G 7d ,Khersonese (K.L., 1961),
p.117. A number of Pyu coins have been found in the Shan states,
vide AST, 1930-3L, pt.2, pp.332, 335

Charles Paton, in his "Historical and Statistic Sketeh of
Arakan" (Asiatic Res ear’hey, Vol XV ced that
"Gold dust and silver, in grains, a s at
Bassein: all those employed in gathe tals pay
each twelve rupees in gold, for the is

to collect the dust without a purw&nnan from
55 1s managed by a tray, ahﬁuf half an inch
d with S@nd, ﬂnd taken >

moved about, and carrisd away by waior, Lhe neuala ren
the bﬁttom".

Burma Ganetteecr - Akyab Dietrt

3
With the in oil
A

P R S R e e
(/IV‘Z,“’ g0 8UATes .., p L.

-

dnetent India, Wo.h (10473, p.287.
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adopted by the Kusanas and by the eariy Cupt ag, M IInfertunately,

reliable records of weights of early Souwth Indian coinsg are not

ibed coins of

sut 1t appears that some of the

Southeast Asia could have conformed to the Roman standard. Although

the weights of the early Southeast

s were rarely recorded,
the scanty evidence we have suggests that the weight standard was

fairly uniform throughout the area, and fell gradually as silver

ins from Pyu sites in the BMC weigh, on

i0.5g, 5.05g. and 2.7g. The

vatea coins from

-
12 Fam o PR " R o
Burme. average 9.7g, while these from Cefc vary from 9.6 to 7.8g,
a1 o3 P T + T . pap | 35 N
averaging approximately 5.4g, close to Homan standard. One

coin of the same type from Dviravatl weighs 7.5g.°° Two specimens

S 4

EN ' . - . . 37 ~ o
"from Burma" in the IMC weigh 7.9g.°7 Of the conch/4rZvatsa coins
found principaliy at Mon szites, the BMC Pegu specimens weigh G.9 and
& o 5 ) - o -

9.8g, one from Thailand described by Cuenler 8.8g.3% and two

o 8.6g.%% A conch and

drivatsa coin from Arakan in the BMC,

o

possibly inseribved with DEVA, weighs 5g., conforming to what must be

the early Pyu standard.

I - as . . f et ak L9 ]

S D.C. Sirear, Studies in Indien Coins {(Delhi, 1968), pp.12, 1h.

35 2 e P S s T e Yo .

°vADM, +.III, p.137; cf. G. Groslier, Recherches sur les Cambodgiens
(Parlc 1921), p.32, figs. 8 and 9 and pp.37-328, who describes two
coins of thiles type welghing 7.7g. and 9.7g.

6 on 014 Thai Coins", J95, Vol.XXXV,

2b.
37 Vo :

£ . ”
333 and P1.XXXI, 16; B.B. bldyablnﬂc Suppl.

V.A. Smith, Cat. of Coins in the Indian Musewum, Calcutia, Vel.I
3 ?) b
i the Imdian Museum, Caleutta, Non-Muhammadan
ol N
1

.1 {Caleutts, 1923), p.99, nc.8.
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Of the carlier Pull coins, a half-size specimen also issued by

. 4 . [P . o .
Devacandra in the BMC welghs I ACHY- suggesting a full size of about

when the sizes of the coins changed. The
succeeding Candra kings struck coins to a standard of about 7.6

were followed in this by the early kings of Harikela, who issued

identical coing. The later Harikela kings again lowered the standard

the Araksn collectlon also
indicates that as the welght standard decreased in the later periocd
coilns were clipped to conform to the lower standard.

towards the end

of the &th century, are a crude 80 per cent

silver and 20 per cent copper, probably heated over a low fire as there

~

fusion of metals. The debased quality of these is a

g
i

reflection of the precaricus position of this little known dynasty.

5]

4

t is also significant that the early Scutheast Asian coins were

gxecured

&)
ct

a comparable technical standard to the coins of the early

i

Pallavas, a series unequelied before or after in South Indian numismatics

for clarity of design and Ffinish. Production technigues of these
deuble die~struck coins in all probability did not change much over the
centuries., In this context it is interesting to note Paten's description

of the mint at the beginning of the 19th century.
1, and any person was all

the purpose of being coined
the state: the process of

C.A. Rustom, loc.cit.

1 Vide MacDowell, op.cit., pp.231-2.
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coining was very tedicus; the

melted, was cut into small pi
and beat out to the prover si

then placed between two dyes,

- T iy £
heavy hammer, tHN

The introduction of a

of trade with symbols of

were borrowed 1 egitinmize the function of the coinage

rese sy Mmool s B

recc

"S

1ized in I ndian numismatics as dynastic

auspicious motifs, generally derive from i}

E hy - - - mi o~ - (N -
tion is often misinterpreted. The conch, I«

r, but was

water symb

in royal lustration

and later in Buddnist

were emphasized more

has summarized the varic

N e Ll
Asian coins,®

and his assumption that all the

. . L. . I 5
thernce hag biased his interpretation. -

sun/drivatsa coing found in excavations of
are simil reater guantity of
reported 5 and relatively few have

a8}

been found at Mon in Thaila
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The Srivatsa motif

PlateYyXy
The common 1ink between the Funan, Dvaravatl, Pyu and Arakan
b b
coins 1s the &rlvatsq motif, which appears on the reverse {(or cbverse
of all the early examples in different forms. The significance of the
symbol is important, as it explains, in part, the diversity of forms
L .- c e . A - 5 . L7

it takes, the identificetion of which has confused most scholars.™’

= . . N B ;
Srivatsa may be tsken to mean the symbol of the abode of 5ri, the
ancient mother goddess, promoter of fertility and presperity. The

[V N
Srivatea itsell

[ N
[}

common to Puddhist and Hindu iconography, snd is

foremost among the symbols of Indian kingship. The anthropomorphic

{

pa
[

equivalent is the well known abhisekq of Sri, commonly depicted in

Indian and Southeast Asian sculpture as the goddess, seated on z lotus

<

being sprayed by two elephants. As a symbol, i1t is noticed on the
earliest coins of India, among the symbols of early Buddhist and Jain
aniconic art, and on the chest of Buddha and Visnu images.“® In
palecgraphy, the symbel was used together with the swastika to denote

- o A = I . . A s P Q
the formula Svastt Sri at the beginning of 1,nscr'1pt].ons.Lh When a

worthy king was crowned, Sri was considered to enter him to ensure the

r
3
ct

tility and wealth of fthe country.-
E . i B o t R <r!
While forms of the symbol may have derived from the "double YV

symbol' of the norvhern tribal coing

]

rd
Siva's trident, ndga symbol,

ey
nla, tar mana) have been

.
ol
d

v

=
s

.
~ . et LT SIS T
Malleret, ADM, +.II1, p.134;

ndu Iconography (Calcutta,

3
R

(a) bk~
__4 o
[SANN

-~

. VI, 29, XVIT, L6, XVITI, 8.

w
=)
&)

as - & T A7 T hrinn {1 : "
Sivaramamurti, Aspects of Indian Culture {Hew Delhi, 1969), pp.51-2.



[ Y o 1 5+ pien reara dn tta nengl Mehdeld" o
{plaE¥V,5) ,5* it first appears in its usual "shield’ form cn
haravela's 18t century B.C. inscription at Udsyagiri cave in Orissa.

[

AV - . ) - 5]
Yy, 3, and on the famous torana at Sanchifxv,2).-°<

AVSWaN

The immediate prototype for the Southeast Asian form is found on

zoins from Chandravalli, in the Chitaldrug I

)

istrict of northern
Karnataka, from strata associated with the Satavdhana kings of the 2nd
century A.D. An identical type was found in Andhradeéa, between the
‘{istrna and Godavari rivers. (XOXV, 3-4)°3, U Aung Thaw has
remarked on the many parallels between the culture of this region and
that of early Pyu sites.3% The "Srivatsa and rising sun" coins common
oy

. . A - 3 . . -
ho ng Beikthano, Halin and Srlksetra, have the typical

shield outline enciosing a stylized human figure. We are

) . . - S - .
identily this with Sri hersel medisval south Indian

[ PR | B 3 1 PP ~ - ! NS am S oma ga
sculpture the "shield” form of the &Zrivatsa symbol becomes an image in

itg own right. 55 Here, the curled ends of the symbeol simulate the arms

L Mian, Catalogue of the Indian Coins in the British Museum
(Oxford, 193<ﬁ repr. 1967), Index IV.

(92}
N

(%)
)

% b E
Coins of the Anahrq Dunasty ’l 1i0n
, 207. The importance of the &rivatsa and allled
, ~, oconch, vajra ete., to the Satavidhana
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Baneriea, op.cit., p.3706 and P1.XTX, fige 1, 2 and 3; Sivaramamurti,
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and legs, the upper point is rounded and crowned, and

and a prominent necklace are also apparent. (cf.XX¥V, 9 and

As the coin types became
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fcund on the earliest coins from Arakan, issued by Devacandra {(c. iS5k

s 3 e N .
476 A.D.). Here, the upper 2rs al oun here is a

protuberance at the apex central
triangle becomes a cylinde ed on a base

and with four dots at each side,[XXXV,7) a symbol variously described

B 7 s - 1 -
as a Siva lihga or a representation of the Bawbawgyl stupa.6~ In
. Ly . . 50 s .
Arakan, however, the central triangle becomss za diamond shape,®< which,

in the later coins of Devacandra, evolves into a vertical extending

from the base line, broadening to a diamcnd at the centre and at the

apex LLAVIILI and XXXVIIIL,1-2)
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The transition to the tripartite form of &7

3 A

s pericd., A variant of the protuding trisngle typs is

l..u

in India at th

found on terracotta sealings from Basarh, in strata datable between the

w

bih and éth centuries.®? The tripartite form is also used on sealings
. [ a . S ra . .
Tound in the same context,”? and on the chest of Vigpu images in the

. » — \E
Gupta idiom of the Sth century“E“ An

ical form of the
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and was found together coln of the érf%getra type. The
last phase of occupatian at Beikthanc, and the first at érfkgetra,
was during the 5th centurv. See U Aung Thaw, op.cit., p.54 and
figure 84, 3.

ot or,
1. T : 1 tra, ASI
.9 f. an I, 9, 10, and coins found in EBawbawgyil
reliquaries, Arch. Negs. GOL/5 (1910-11), 987/8 (19i2-12). A
sin pecimen iz alcso known from Hslin acquired by the Burma
Historical Commission from a villager of ”'mwn tha, N. of the old
clty. ”

62 ~ Thavie . : ™7 OTT X g (o1 4+ YT T %)
Cf. Phayre, op.cit., PL.IT, figs 9, 11. (Plate XXXVII,3)

Lcit., p.190 and P1.II, 2
3 r@avatLun 1958-62 (Patna,
L9 d 1 upper layers of the Period IV
strata, c. A.D. L00-600.
B E I ™o
Banerjiea, op.cit., P1.TI.

™
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Sivaramamurti, Loc cit,



rivatsa is found on a rare coin type from
. I N . )

South Indie.®” Here, the symbel has the outer members curved cutwards

and up, where on the coins they twist under. The central menrber of

both has the two dlamond shapes; the South Indian coin, however, has

but there 1s some iIndication of a

e mme e fomeutr o) [ R - -1 T A
lotus base (v ,2h ) Slgnificantly, the obverse hs

1
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. . .
do all the Arakan coins from Devacandra ornwerds.®’

It should be noted that, after the earliest coins, a water symbol

. S PN ATy 3 PO 4 - Ve 32 ]
appears under the Erivaftsq in various forms. On the Halin ccins, this

= il o

is usually two curved lines

= L =
.

-
on the Sriksetra examples. The large coin from U-Thong hag a fist

while the early Araksn coins vertical lines suggesting

a (lotus) stem. This ides is carried further with the foliage

¥ed
¢ e o 3 n N PO , -
sprouting from the top and of the Srivatsa outliine. In the

later Arakenese coins, the stem is replaced by a row of dots

accepted rendition of the lotus base indicating the presence of a

538
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nity, in this case, the goddess Sri. The water symbols at the

the sun and moon symbols nearly always
present at the top, and would seem to be connected with the
cosmological functions of the king. In Indian coins of this period,

) -u o B 104
the anthropomorphic form of Srl was used ir

reflecting the form of Hindu revivalism at this time,

o
. T a3 e oA : P hia = - M, ram el e o f Da s
56 First publisned by 5. Ramayyva in his paver "The Tuzzle of Pallava
Pl e BT NoT y e S s o
Coins, JHSI, V t.1, .30 and P1.I, 1 "Round, copper
probably with s urae”

Ramayya, on the Hasis of an almost totally il
attributed the coin to "the Pallava feuda d
bly about 1* time of Ya arn

probab Jila SEtal ‘ -
the 2nd century A4.D. That the coin belongs to an early Pallava
2 is certain, but in view of the use of the bull, the
Pallava emblem, =nd the naturs of the symbol on the reverse, it
should perhaps be attributed to the Prakrit Pallavas of the Uth
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Sr7vatea is commonly used on religious and

th

The trifila type o
royal ritual objects in India and Scutheast Asia from this period. We

find it embossed on a bell found at Sriksetra, surmounting the handles

of Khmer and Central Javanes

]

bells, and as the top-piece of ceremonial

standards carried in royal processions on the Borabadur reliefs.®% 1In

Bengal, the same symbol appears on terracotia plagues facing the

‘aharpur temple and the Anands Vihara =t MainamatT.®® This form is
identicsl to that of 2 single vajra, and may reflect growing Tantric

infiuence. Blagden

is a corrupticn of &ri-

e 2 ' R T T . 4 - s ; - LU |

vagra, 'Y which seems feasible in the light of the Mon "8r7 + vaira"
J 3 [} 19

coins. 'The word &rivatsa esppears to have been current by the Gupta

re

period vwhen 1t appears in the Vignudharmmottaram. Other Torms of the

grivatsa and its function in the ritual of Buddhist kingship in

egst Asia will be discussed below.

The conch shell, 8afkha, belongs to the ancient group of water

{

symbols Tound among the astanidhi of Sri Laksmi, and later incorporated
into the iconography of Kubera, god of Wealth,7l and of Vispu. Common
on the seals found at Basarh, Nalandd and Paharpur of the Gupta period

P
and later, it is usually identified as the Pafleajanya Sarfikha of

~ o « . . - ~ ,_‘ [P - .
bE Aung Thaw, Hietorical Sites ..., p.32; F.D.K. Bosch, The Golden
. 7 o 1 ~ e -~ o -
Germ (The Hague, 1960), Pls. 56, STa.
o} s . Y . iy
69 Dikshit, Fxeavotions at Paharpur (MAST, no.55), PL.XLE and LVIb;
- [] ~ - >
Ara ‘Wecent Archasclogical Discoveries along the
. P . T [
Ranges, Tippera Dist., Tast Bengal', in
- - . . e
D.B. Buhandarkar, part 2 (Poona, 19h6}, P1.
70




Vi;gu.’z This is by no means Justified where evidence of a Valsnavite

context is lacking. On coins, the sppearance of the Sankha may

- - - - - - . A - v ooy
indicate the wealth bestowed by Sri, who, as we have seen, raesided
within a deserving king

SIOLEZ

Kama L

The conch is comparatively rare on early Indian coins. It appears
rmbols surrounding a central lotus on the punch-marked Xadamba

Lomidrds’3 and later on the reverse of some bull coins usually

. : . ar . :
ascribed to the early Pallavas.’" Unfortunately the condition of

these coins and thelr poor reproduction in phetographs deces not permit
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of increasing size, forming the upper quarter of the shell. The form

from

mark.

In Southeast Asia, coins with the conch on the obverse and
are mainly found at Mon sites in
and and southern Burma, although a few nave been discovered at

, Halin, Sriksetra and in Arakan. The first of these may be

.

M (1 . N — ,
sellier's "medaille d'argent a la congue" found at U Thing.’™

the apex is depicted by a round dot, under which are three curves

which issues a linear central cpening,

The symbol is contair

of dots. Directly connected

75

JAHRS, VIII, p.153; EI, XXIIT, p.56
136, lh), 150, 151;

P1.I, 8; c¢f. Vidya Prakash, cp.cit., p.40.

cf, Abnl Wahid Khan, who attempted to
coins to the Vispukupdins of the first halfl
ury on the basis of a few letters which are nct

‘m’s pho t"fﬂ Prad

hsy see Andhra Pradesh Arch. Series,

Arts Asiatiquse, +.XIT (1968), fig.26.
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Pathom and Prachin Buri, illustrated by Guehler.’® Here the conch is

3
1

rfectly formed, and is not squashed within the circle as the U

C

Thong motif is. The central opening does not have the crnate curve

of the earlier coin, but otherwise the depiction is guite similar.

Following the westward drift of Men culture towards lower Hurma

a coin type very close to the Nakon Pathom style is fourd, princivally

around Pegu.’’ Although the Pegu &rivateq differs from the Nakon
Pathonm types (the aikuéa replacing the vajra), the conch is almost
identical. On some specimens two loops issue from the top of the

shell, the curved aperture reaches the upper bands and has teeth-like

markings. Johnston noted that the specimens of this type which he
examined were later in appearance than the easrly Arakan coins. A date

around the 9/10th centuries may be 2,78 He was apparently

not aware of the Nakon Pathom coins, which may have influenced the

/
s - s ey - | t .
coin types found at Halin, Sriksetra . "Pegu'" coins have
b ~ a3 . - - E-308- .
also been found at Oc-Fo, and among a hoard of late bull and &rivatsa
s . - g ol o ~ 7870 T A . .
coins probably from Bangladesh (see telow | p, 181). None have been

noticed at Pyu sites. 7Two ecoins from Halin descrived by U Mya are

10

possibly earlier than the Mon conch currency .80 The reverse has a 12

A o .

spoked wheel within a beaded surrcund, similar to the sun motif common

76 JSS, Vol .XXXVII, Pt.2 (194%), pp.12Lk £f, and P1.I, figs 3, 4, 5.
An unpublished series of slightly concave coins, said to come
from Thailand and now at Sp

inks of Tonﬁou, also have a "squashed
conch', on the obverse ard the identical "8r% + vajra" motif on
the reverse. T am grateful +o Mr.Joe Cribb of the Britizh Museum

-

Tor showing me photog

77 Phayre, op.cit., vp.30-33
78 Phayre, "On the history of Pegu", JASB, Vol.XLII (1873), ».23.
79 ADM, t.ITI, vp.13k-5 and XLIV {(nos. 9k8, 9L49).

19 by 1 d. Arch. Negs 3701-2
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on Indian coins and seals, but replaced in Southeast Asia by the
rising sun design. The obverse has a stylized conch, the outline and
not the form raised, surrounded by cosmic and royal symbols: sun,
moon, seven rivers (?), mountains, and ? a camara or daﬂda.Bl

The other Pyu conch type was found among coins in the Khinbagdn.
relic chamber at ériksetra, along with images and inscribed plates
datable to the 6/7th centuries.82 In these coins, the base of the
conch has a twist to the right, and the aperture is missing altogether.
It arises from what appears to be a stem, exuding branches which
surround the shell. This vegetative surround is also apparent on the
earliest coins found in Arakan, some of which also have a lower hook
on the conch. In this series, we also find ribbon like projections
from the top of the shell, which suggested to Phayre "the sankh shell
of Visnpu, with what is apparently meant to represent a hermit crab at
the open part; an appropriate Buddhistic symbol'.83 A similar motif

4

is found at Oc-Eo in various contexts.® Although Coomaraswany

regarded the conch on lotus to symbolize the siitra borne by the padma,

"the universal ground of existance and birthplace of Life in the Worlds",

81 U Mya recorded, in this connection, that a legendary history of

Mogaung in the Myitkyina Dist. mentioned a seal once in the
possession of the Shan Sawbwas ruling in that area. The seal is
said to bear the following words on it: "Seven ranges of
mountains, seven seas, the sun, the moon and the stars". It was
said to possess magical powers and was strictly guarded. As long
as it remained in possession of the reigning Sawbwa, the country
was immune from foreign attacks. We are reminded of the
representation of the same cosmology on Buddhapada from Pagin and
later Buddhist sites in Southeast Asia, where the symbolism is
intimately connected with Gautama or Maitreya as Cakravartin.

82 Arch Negs, 2872-2873 (1926-27); ASI, 1926-27, p.179 and P1.XLII f;

cf. ASB, 1949-15, p.26.

83 Op.cit., p.33.

8%  E.g. ADM, t.III, P1.LXXXVIII.
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on the Southeast Asian coins, at least, 1t would appear to denote the

wenalth and fertility guaranteed by the issuing king.85

Buil

The ccuchant bull on the obverse of all the Candra coins after

7’
Devacandra has usually been described as a Saivite symbol.86 While

the early Candras may have favoured this religion, the bull symbol was
initially an emblem of royalty and its importance to Indian kingship
can be traced to Vedie royal ritual surrounding the sacrificial bull.®”
The bull is among the most common lafchara noticed on royal seals in
North and South India and was used by Saivite, Vaisnpavite and Buddhist
kings,88 often together with other auspicious emblems of royalty: the
conch, edmara, sun and moon symbels, chattra and ankua. The bull

N
motif was used at Oc-Fo on terracotta sealings, finger rings, and tin

plagues together with representations of the king himself.%? 1In Arakan,

85 Elements of Buddhist Iconography (Wew Delhi), 1972), pp.T77-8.

86 Phayre, op.cit., p.28; Johnston, op.cit., p.385.

&

87 Banerjea, op.cit., pp.l1l2-3.

88 E.g. The bull is depicted on the seal of the Gunaighar copper-
plate of VaJn ragupta (7H§, VI, p.46); and on the Rohtasgarh seal
matrix of Safnka (CIT, III, pp.283-L), and was used by
Harsavardhana (Bénd, “upeaﬂawtfa tr. Cowell and Thomas, p.198,
EI, XXI, p.75, CIA, III, p.231). It was particularly favoured by
the ruling families of Orissa and Andhra, e.g. the Sailodbhavas
(EI, VI, p.1lhk3, OHRJ, II, p.6, EI, XXXIX, p.3388, XXI, p.3k, XIi¥,
p.265), the Bhnaumakaras (EI, XV, p.l, XXVIII, p.211l, JBORS, XIV,
pp.69, 293, JAHRS, IV, p.189) and the Gangas of Kalinga (ET, XYIIT,
p.62, XVII, p.307, XIV, p.360, XXV, p.194). The vrsabha-lafichana
was regarded as the insignia par excellence of Pallava sovereignty
in an inscription in the Vaikuntha-perumal temple mentioned by
G.H. Khare, in Sources of Medieval History of the Deccan (in
Marathi), I, p.21, cited in Prakash, Colnage of South India
(Varanasi, 1968), p.38, and was often used on the seals of copper-
plate grants, e.g. ET, VI, p.8h4, VIII, p.15%, III, p.1k2, South
Indian Insceriptions, I, pp.lbh £f, TII, pp.346, 507 £, 517.

89 B.Ph. Groslier, Indochinag (Art of the World Series), p.50.



a couchant bull within a lotus is depicted con the seal of the 6th
century Candra copper-plate.

Before the time of Devacandra, the bull as a coin device was used
almost exclusively by South Indian rulers. The earliest of these may
be on the square silver punch-marked Konkan find type.9o A standing
humped bull, generally facing left, was depicted on the inscribed lead
and potin coins of Andhra feudatories of the Satav@hanas during the
Z2nd century A.D.91 The identical symbol is found on the obverse of
the earliest coins definitely attributed to the Pallavas. These are
lead coins from the excavations at Kaficl from strata directly above
the S&tavahana phase.92 The lead coins were gucceeded by the early
Pallava series in copper and bullion, round coins, sometimes inscribed,
with a bull, sun and moon above and a beaded surround on the obverse,
and various symbols, including the sun-wheel, conch, fish and a double-
masted ship on the reverse. This group is mainly found from the sea-
shore off Mamallapuram, a famous Pallava port, and from Nellore to
Pondicherry on the coast.?3 The double-masted ship, a device
borrowed from the Satavahanas, indicates the importance of sea trade
to the Pallavas.

Phayre mentions a number of lead coins from Tenasserim, one of
which has 2 bull on the obverse and some with a "galley" on the

. . . . L
reverse which, he considered, were based on these South Indian models . 2"

90 Mlen, Cat. Ind. Coina in the British Museum, pp. xviii, 9 and
P1.I, 20.

91 R.E.M. Wheeler, op.cit., pp.288-92, PL.CXXVIIT 10-18. These were
found together with ceoins having the Scutheast Asian 8rivatsa
prototype.

o
jael

I4 - A Review, 1962-3, p.12 and P1.XXXIX B.
93 W. Elliot, Coins of South India, ¥1.1
9L

Op.cit., pp.38-9.



The technical sdvance evident in the clarity and fineness of design
and finish of early Pallava coins was noit continued in later South
Indian series, but is comparable to the early Southeast Asian coins.

The tripartite Srivatsa coin from South India, described above

$o}

¢

(p.148) has a bull on the reverse and possibly belongs to this group.

A

A connected series can he found in the Gurzala hoard from the Guntur
district of Andhra Pradesh. These toc have a standing or seated bull

within a beaded circle on the obverse. On the reverse is a motif

1t

variously described as "a Siva lingam, flanked by two curved posts

",

s trident of 8iva'.9S

N

within a rayed circle", or as The symbol could,

va

»

"tri8ula" type of &rivatsa.

however, be seen as a development of the
The Gurzala coins were attributed to the early Vispukundin kings of
the 5/6th centuries by Subramaniam,®® whereas most other scholars
assign them to the L/5th century Pallavas.?’ In either case, 1t is
clear that these coins, or their immediate prototypes, were the models
for the Candra bull/&rivatsa coins of Arakan.

Latter, in his article on "The Symbclical Coins of Arakan”,
recounted a popular tradition connected with the bull/8rZvatea coins.

There was a king who set off to China to find the
skull which he owned in a former state of existence
when he was the body of a dog; his astrologers having
told him that his skull being wedged into the cleft of
a tree was the reagon why he was troubled with headaches,
and that on removing it he would be cured. On his
departure he left his wife with a ring, and told her
that in case he should not come back in seven years,
she was to raise to the throne, and marry that one of
her subjects whom it would fit. On his way back the
daughter of the Ccean king who was in love with him,
begged her father to raise a storm to drown his fleet,

a5 are . . .
2 Cf. Vidya Prakash, op.cit., pp.hl-2.
36 A.P. Govmt. Arch. Series, no.8, p.h5.
97

Vidya Prakash, loc.cit.
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and thus procure her lover. This being done, the
prime minister who escaped informed the queen of
the death of her husband; she immediately gave out
throughout her kingdom that he should be her husband
whom this ring would fit. Though numbers tried, 1t
was not till an herdsman from the hills with his
brother and nephew came down, that it was found to
fit anyone. It fitted them all three, the gueen
married the eldest brother, who thus became king,
and he, in commemoration of his origin, put an ox
upon his coins, as also the goad (trident), the
implement of his craft.9®

The same story, without the addition of the intrcduction of the bull
coinage, 1s told in the Arakanese chronicles of King Thala Chanda and
his successor, the tribesman Afmra Te, who is said te have ascended the
throne in 1030 A.D.

The symbels on the coins can now be seen to be of greater

significance than was formerly supposed. The obverse bears the dynastic

embiem, closely associated with the royal function: +the rising sun and

=

baddhapitha of the Pyus, the conch of the Mons and the royal bull of

/|

U

the Candras of Arakan. The reverse emphasizes that functicn, with the
8rivatsa representing the king irn the centre, often with other royal
symbols, the ankuda, vajra, baddhapitha, danda ete. within and without.

Above, the heavens are represented by the sun and the moon, and below

[y

iis

are the earth and waters. The power of the king, ensuing from
abhiseka ceremcnies, would unite these to create 1life and prosperity

—

in the kingdom. Do We, in his Maha

H

Razawin, recounts that as part o
the coronation ritusl of Arakanese kings, 50 coins struck to commemorate
the new reign, together with 50 struck in the previous reign, were
deposited by the king in the hole dedicated to Vasundhara, the Earth
Goddess, within the Mahamuni Temple enclosure.??

98 op cit pp.236-Lo

%% asB, 192
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The introduction of a coin currency in Southeast Asia can now be
seen as the direct result of trade with South India, and in particular
the Andhra region. The initial impetus for this was the abrupt seizure
of the Roman bullion trade after 69 A.D., which led the seafaring
kingdoms, principally the Satavahanas and the Pallavas, to seek new
sources oi gold and silver. This is borne out by the lack of silver
colna 1n the South Indian assemblage during this period, and by the
use of Roman weight standards and South Indian coin motifs on the
earliest Scutheast Asian types. The Arakan series evolved directly
from Pyu prototypes at the beginning of the Sth century, but soon
adopted the tull as the main device, again following a South Indian
tradition. The use of northern script on the ccins, however, indicates

that Tndian influence at the court was an extension of the

"Brahmanizatio

jo}

oT Bengal, already firmly established by the time of

Devacandra.



We mention here all the coins previcusly published, and a number

of unpublished specimens. The latter complete the collection of the

inscribed colins of the first Candra dynasty after Devacandra, provide
evidence of a new dynasty in the interregnum between Dhyticandra and

s Pl - . . .
Vajrasakti, and verify the name of one king mentioned on the north

Shityaung pillar dinscription. The heards of coins

5
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iscovered during excavaticns i

o]

1 the Comilla area, mostly unpublished,

are examined. These provide a concrete link between Arskan and the

[N

kingdom of Harikela

n Southeast Bengal.

Vs

vatea coir

i
N

(Plate XXXVII, i-4)
cf. AST 1926-27, P1.XLIIf.)
Refs: Phayre, op eit pp.29-30 and P1.1711,9,10,11; Johnston, op <tt,

pp.383-4 and P1.V,3,4.

This very small series was first described by Phayre, who said that

ocal tradition ascribes them to the ancient kings of Arakan.

o

Johnston sugzested that the Arakan conch-type was connected with the
Pegu coins. However, the suggestion of vegetation or flames around

the conch on the full gize coins, and the peculiar hook at the base of
some of the conches may also be compared to the later conch and

tha coins found at Oriksetra. The 8rfvatsa , too, while

"shield" form noticed in the Mon and Pyu coins,
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evolves #ila shape which wag retained through-

out. the




the top and a hook to the left below. Ornly a slight sug
the upper curved bands to the right. No indication of an aperture.

Two ribbon-like projections from either side of the upper bead,
reminiscent of the Pegu coins, and below, on elther side, four other
curved projections, possibly suggesting foliage. Beltween the beading
and below the central figure is an inscription of four characters,

read by Jcochnston as DEVA and, pcssibly, CANDRA. On his plate, however,

DE and VA can be seen on either side of the hock, and CANDRA is not

-~

apparent.

Reverse. Within a beaded surround, the "shield" type &rivatsa outline
the two upper curves meeting at the centre from which a point protrudes.
Within the outline, the base extends into a triangular shape. Tive
curved stalks or leaves spring from either side; below, three lines

suggesting a lotus base. Above, crescent moon to left, sun depicted

as a ring, to right, in the manner of the later Pyu coins.

2. Unpublished coin in U Aung Tha Oo's collection.

o

Silver, diam.? 2.8 cm.

i)

Obverse. Within a

9]

ircle and beaded surround, the same conch, but

&

more realistically depicted. Traces of an upper bank and aperture at
left in the manner of the Pegu coins; no hook below. Above, the wa

lines replaced by thres or four dots. From the anex of the shell, two
similar protrustons in the manner of the Pegu coins, and five branches

or leaves to the left, six to the right. On either side of the
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ase of the conch, above the beading, is a small character.

Both are too indistinet to read with certainty.
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Reverse. As sbove; the lotus stem below partially replaced by a row

of dots. Above the symbol, outline of a crescent moon to left, the

sun, 2 dot within a circle, to right.

Phraye's indistinct illustration (ibid., no.g).
Obverse. Within a beaded border and a circle, the usual conch, dot
at apex and three hands below, no indication of aperture but some
decoration below the bands. A few lines below the symbol possiblj
suggest water or vegetatiocn, but mey be read, with some reservation,
-y Y
as&\ZS DEVA, in the same script as the later inscribed bull and

&rivatsa coins of Devacandra.

Reverse. Within the same beaded border and circle, the ususl &rivatsa

outline, but with a central vertical shape, between a dilamond and s
.. e s S s \ . .
shield, within ., . This shows an intermediate stage in the
v 2

evolution of the form of the symbol. Two curved lines spring from

o

P1.1TT, 10; Johnston, op.cit., P1.V, 3.

condition worn.

beads enclosed by a circle, within which is
another band of beads, surrounding a conch of the no.l1 type, but the

upper porticon not clearly depicted; about eight projections from either

side of the shell;

pe
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dication of an inscription
Reverse. Within the same bead band bead border, an evolved tripartite

Srivatsa symbol, the

beyond the outer curves,
and having a diamond shaps at the apex and the centre. Five branches

spring from each side, and an indication of a lotus below. Above,

cregscent moon to left and sun, depicted as a dot, to right.
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coins

n

This short series, usually described as the "uninscribed’
of Arakan, is close to contemporary Mon and Pyu coins, and

stylistically immediately precedes the bull and &rivatsa series. Th

(0]

variaticns in the forms of the symbols show that, during the reigns

of the earliest Candra kings, the iype was still experimental.

The bull and &rivatsa coins

T

DEVACANDRA
Plate YXXVIII, 1-2)

Apart from the conch/érivatsa coins which may have been issued by
this king, we have two coins of the bull/8rfvatsa type definitely
bearing his name. Although Taw Sein Ko reported the existence in the
Phayre Coin Cabinet of a coin bearing the name of Kalacandrs (4AST,
1910-311, p.92), the reading was more probably NITICANDRA or

PRITICANDRA.

1. Refs. Phayre (p.29 and P1.II, fig.7); Johnston (pp.383-% and

P1.IV, fig.5). IMC.

The weight is 4.734 gm, and the size approximately the same as
the Pegu coins. Rustom noted that if it were a half-denomination, the
weight standard would be approximately 9.5 gm, nearly 2 gm heavier
than the weight standard of the later coins.

Obverse. Bull facing left, within g circle of beads surrounded by a
circle. The bull is not garlanded, but is more realistically executed
than those of the later coins, the hump and forequarters being
separately deliniated. Johnston remarked that this is the only coin
in the series where the bull has been pvlaced in the centre of the
obverse, leaving insufficient place for the inscription, which appears

tc have been added as an afterthought. The inscription, in the Nagari
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style of 6th century Bengal, reads DEVA, wrongly read by Phayre as

DAMA.

Reverse. The tripartite Srivaisa symbol surrcounded by a ring of beads
enclosed within a circle. 7The central member of above
the outer members, and has a diamond shape in the middle Leaf-shapes

exude from the outer members, although they are not attached in any

way. The sun and moon, although indistinct, appear at the top to the
left and right of the central member. Thers are four dots beleow the
symbol.

2. There is no record of the provenance, size or weight of the

econd coln, a photegraph of which was given me by U San Tha Aung.

[
oy
7,
¢

Obverse. s above, but following DEVA two other letters, probably
CANDRA.

Reverse. As zbove, but to the right of the top of the nmiddle member

a small orb within a crescent, as in the conch/8

YAJHACANDRA
(Plate XyxvIIT, 3)

Wo coins of the succeeding king, Yajfacandra, have been published,
but a full-size specimen is in the extensive collection of the Sime
monzstery at Kyauktaw, and 1s said to have been found in the vicinity

- . . .

ough worn smooth in parts, the coin is in
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Obverse., ©Beated bull, garlanded, facing left, now within a circle,
with a rather ill-formed ring of large beads beyond. The bull is
similar to that on the Devacandra coins, the face shown frontally and
the legs guite realistically bent beneath the body. The hump is not

as pronounced as before. The inscriptio well-spaced in the upper

third of the coin, reads YAJNACANDRA in 5/6th century script
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Reverse, Here the symbol attains the form it was to take throughout
the rest of the series, with minor wvariations. The three upper members
rise from a base which curves upwards; the middle protuberarce, which
has lét the central diamond shape seen in the earlier coins, is
3lightly higher than the outer members. These side pieces are

thicker and lack the ornate inward curl noticed before. Single
branches, each with five cuter leaves fall from the fop cf each
These branches are nc doubt a development from the leaf-1ike pro
which formerly sprang from the outer curves of the symbol. The lotus
base is again represented by five dots below. A large

with no inner sphere, above left, and the sun, to the right, is =&

sphere within a circle.

CANDRABANDHL

(Plate SXVITI,L)

Unpublished. Provenance, 3

N
~
%]

and weight unrecorded, but has

appearance of a full-size co

[
r
jd
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Condition gocod.

Obverse. Seated bull, facing left, garlanded, within circle. Traces
of a row of dots within an outer circle. Apart from the wreath, six

(visible) beads irom the upper front knee to the outer horn, the type

of bull differs little from that on Devacandra':

(@]

oins. The
inscription, which fiils almost all the upper half of the coin
writter in two lines CANDRABA in the first, and under BA, (I)DHU
datable to the late 5th century.

Reverse. The tripartite symbol with foliage surmounted by the sun, at
left a sphere within a cirele, and the crescent moon at right, facing
outwards. Oeven dots underneath, the whole surrounded by two circles

within which there may be beads; these are hardly apparent in the

photograph. ‘The centre part of the symbol, the same height as the

3

v

ocuter chwwves, bulges outwards towards the top. h

3

¢4

gide pieces do not

curl inwards ag in the earlier coins.
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(Prlate XXAVIIT, 5-7)
According to Anandacandra's pradasti (V 26), Bhitnicandra folliowed
Candrabandhu and reigned for seven years. No coins issued by this

king have been publiched, although Charles Duaroiselle in ASB 1925-26

reported having seen

o

coin bvelonging to U San Shwe Bu with the legend
Bhisicandra, Bhuticandra or Bhiumocamdra. However, U Tin Co has sent
me photographs cof three interesting new coins found in Arakan.

Unfortunately we have no other dats regarding them.

(Plate yxxvrTT, 7)
From the vhotograph, which showsg coins found in the Myohaung area
this coin appears to be about the quarter or eighth size, and thicker

5

than usual. The condition is fairliy good, although there is slight

Obverse. As above, the garlanded humped bull. Apart from the garland,
the bull resgembles that on the coins of Devacandra rather than that on
those of Candrabandhu, although the latter may be more worn. There
are no surrounding beads or circles. The inscription, again squeezed
above the bull, is in two lines, BHUMICA, and below the MI, NDRA. The
paleography closely resembles the Bengal style of the late 5th and
early Sth centuries
Reverse. The 8rivatsa sign, closer to that on Devacandra's coins than
on that of Candrabandhu's. The middle element bulges slightly in the
centre, and ends in a point reaching to the top of the coin, sun to
right and moon to left. There are five or six dots under the symbol.

The foliage lssuing from the top of the outer members resembles the

Devacandra type rather than that of Candrabandhu.

5,



There 1s however, a thin stalk from which seven leaf-like shapes

project culwards. As with the obverse, surrounding beads and circles

BHUMTICANDRA 2

(Plate XXxvIII, 5)
This and the following coin are, I believe, in the collection of

This appears to be a full-sized coin of the type common to the
later kings, in fairly good condition.

Obverse. As in the above coins, although the modelling of the bull

has degenerated somewhat, the face being thinner and the forequarters

cnly faintly delineated. Two surrounding circles enclose a border of

22 beads. The inscription, which i1s well spaced in the upper third of
the coin, reads BHUMICANDRA, datable to the first half of the 6th
century.

Reverse. As above, but the central member of the symbol has lost its

middle bulge, and only reaches the same height as the side member.
o

The foliage is the same as that of Candrabandhu's coin. Under the

symbol are five dots, and within the surrcunding circles are 22 beads.

the former in
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style. Tt is rather worn, more sc on the reverse,
OCbverse. As above, but with the bull facing right. The inscription
is faint, although BHUMI can be read with certainty, there may be two

LY s

following letters, reading CANDRA. 16 beads within the surroundi
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Reverse. Az above, but with a longer, more =2longated central member
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dots under the symbol, the outer beads
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The difference in style between 1 and 2 and 3 and their possible
variation in weight standard, would suggest that during the short reign
of this king the new standard was introduced, constant at least until

narmmacandra, who ruled at the end of the Tth and beginning of the &th

centuries. We find, too, that the practice of issuing only the first

3

part of the name on the smaller coins wass not introduce

J’

until the

reign of Niticandra.

o

BHUTICANDRA

Ref. Johnston, op.cit., p.385, PL.V, 7. (BMC), described as a

variant form of the NIticandra cecins.

Comparison with the preceding Deva coins and with Bhumi type I
which follows lead us to sttribute this specimen to Bhiiti rather than
Niti.

Obverge. Bull facing right, rendered in the identical fashion as in
the Deva and Bhimi I coins. The dotted border is absent, as in Bhimi

-

I, possibly indicating that this i:

62}

g half size. From Johnston's

photograrh 1t anppears to b

4

o
o}
3

yproximately half the size of the Deva

The tripartite symbol with extended central protuberance

D, L

necticed in Deva and Bhimi I. The foliage does not fall from a stem
but protrudes from the outer members, as in scme of the preceding, but

not in the later coins. Moon to left, sun to right. Traces of
beaded surround.
m

The relatively peor collection of coins from Devacandra to

Bhiticandra indicates not only their greater antiquity but a more

L

limited circulation than the later coins



NITICANDRA

Refs, Johnston, ©.385 and P1.V, 6, 8, 9 (BMC), 22 (A.S.B.)

The next king, Witicandra, was, 1t seems, the mest powerful of
the dynasty. He is described as the remover of strife by policy, and
N J b Joa

N

reigned "like Mabendra" for 55 years. His coins are the most numerous

in the assemblage, and were issued in all four denominations. The full

y

size, weighing approximately 7.4 gm., 32.5 mm in diameter, is always
inscribed NITICANDRA; the half and the quarter have NITI, and ars
about 3 gm. and 23 cm diameter, and between 1.9 and 1.3 gm. and 18 cm

diameter respectively. The smzllest size usually has no inscription,

o

iti by the style of t

14 cm in diameter.
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symbols. The BMC specimen weighs 0.966 gm,

’

A crescent moon wit

Pew, if any, of the known coins appear to be struck fr
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die. There are a number of mincr variations within the ccins in the
rendering of the symbols and in the script. Both John

AY

and Rustom (loc.cit.) have described individual coins

Museum and Archaeological Survey collections. We shall therefore
consider these and the many coins in the private collections in

. Myohaung and Rangoon together.
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Obhverse
The rendition of the bull varies between the realistic Devacandra

style and the laier more flattened mode. Tn at least two instances

te

t faces right rather than left (ef. Johnston,p.385, andP1.V,fig.22)

in the full size coins, and often in the smallier dencminations.

3

S

=
=)
o
0
=

beads within the outer circles is uncertain on most of

As usual. The central member of the symbol is usuelly elongated above
the others; the position of the sun and the moon is often reversed.

The outer members in what may be the later coins exhibit a sharp curve

inwards, while the branches on either side are gradually confused

[N

with the leaves, whose number, however, remains constant at
The number of dots below variceg from five to seven, The three smaller
sizes have nc foliage

VI RACANDRA

©
]
o

Refs. P hayre,p.29 and P 1.IT ,8; Johnston,p.385 P1.V,11,12,13; (BMC)

Although the next king, called Viryacandra in the inscriphtion and Vira

on the c¢oins,

rned for only three years, he is fairly well represented
in the assemblage. He also igsued three or possibly four denominations,

most of which are close to the late Niti style.

Full sized coins.

(@9
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The BMC specimen, badly damaged and clipped, weighs U.

Coverse

The bull has become more stylized; the body scarcely modelled and the
hump a thin projection. The tail protrudes further from the hindguarters.
There are 22 beads within the ocuter circles. The inscription reads

VI RACANDRA and is datable to the firgt half of the Tth century.
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As in the later lliticandra coins. The sun and the moon gain more prominence.

and cuarter sizes

Obverse
ASA A S

As above but with VIRA.

The foliage around the symbol disappears. There are five or six dots below.

PRITI

(PL. X1, 1-6)

Refs. Llatter, cp cit, p.239 and pl.IIT; Fryer, op eit, vrp.201-2 and figs.
2 & 3; Phayre, op eit, p.28 and pl.II, 5-6; Johnsten, op eit, p.38% and
}‘_'. ?. hlb - " . - . R
TTrvhcandra’s successor, Priticandra, ruled for twelve years. He i1s well

represented in the collection.

Fall size

Two of these coinsg are known. Phayre published the drawings of a coin first
noticed by Latter, Fryer read the inscription Ari-ta-candrs with the help of
Pratapacandra Ghosh, but the reading is definitely Priticandra. Another
coin, in better condition, 1s in U Aung Tha Co's collection. The catalogue
of the White Xing collection assigns seven of elght coins to Priticandra,

el

but owing to unreliakility of the

ub"’“‘

The bull in a2il cases fsces left and is garlanded. On U Aung Tha 0o's

specimen there are 21 dots beyond the circle.

and left respectively. The lower part of
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the outer members becomes elongated, due to the retention of the sharp
inner hook in most cases. There are five beads below the symbol. The foliage

on elther side is again five-branched, the rendition being more stylized.

Half and quarter sizes

The gquarter size is the most numerous, 6 being in the British Museum

6]

Collection.

Ubverse

As above, with PRITT.

As above, but with no folisge. Sun and mcon sometimes reversed.

1.69%zm., illustrated by Johnston [ op eif T1.V, 11g.12) and two large

coins, of which U San Ths Aung has sent me photographs.

Obverse

As usual,

has become sn incongrucus lump near the head.

on

The inscription on the large coins reads PRTHVICANDRA, palecgraphica

4]

[
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selonging to the 6th/Tth

As above, however, not epring from branches, but from the

f the outer members.




Quarter size

\

(PL. XL, 9)

f2g)

As above. The inscription reads PRTHI

ot

(

after which followed a very confused period of Arakarese history.
Three coins issued by Dhrti are known

Pritish Museum Ccllection, illustrated by Johnston, and another,

unpublished, in the Mrohaung Museum, possibly a half, but no size has

to those of his predecessor. There are five dots Ttelow the symbol. Th

dots below.

SURTYACANDRA

(P1.X L, 13)

According to Anandacandra's prafasti {( vv. 33-6 ) the next four king

of Arakan reigned for 2 total of 49 years, that

.

the first half of the Tth century. I have shown

D

desh side of the Naaf estuary. He and the following two kings, wheose

Y =]

indicate their iocal origins, are each sald to have ruled for twelve
vears, a colincidence not to be taken literally. They were follcwed by

s S g o 3 - I
who reigned for the 13 yesrs. A

presumably more peaceful era was

One coin in U Aung Tha Co's collection
[

to this era,

having characteristics of the coins which bolh precede and follow it.

This last king of the first Candra dynasty relgred for only three vear

isewhere (above , D.#

, a full size and a quarter in the

@]

het Mahivira , the first king, prcbably came from a port on the Bangla-

3

pos
o

s, approximately, during

{d
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@
JHARMMAVIJAYA
] b} o
(F1. %L, 15.16)
was succeeded by Dharmmavijaya, although the relationship

inscription. 4t least seven coins

ettt p.385 and PL.V

in Arakan, now in the BEMC, unfortunately in

the legend

NI e on Iy Y e oy GO TEm A ss v A S ~ oy« ~ - Lyt WP - -

ohverse, Similar coins were noticed by Latter and Fryver (p.! )
; ] ™3 - > =3 Yo - Pai . 5 2 .

gnd by op o1t D. and Pi. II fig.3), who read rmavijava.

o Mot o+ T . “ 4 3 -
the Mzinamall excavations nesasr

i

Comilla, in strata assignable fo the Thi

photographs of these

at the Mainamaty Museum.

<. .RMMAVIJAYA was aquite clear in all cases, the cormmon mutilated

= odliidn

100

by a defective die. Another

of which is c¢lipped sway, is in U Aung Tha 0Qo's

collection |, and

Hlﬁ(ay«/v
lQhﬁ)

one

coin of Dharmmavijaya
pot ander the brick
1956, Other

for one coin
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reads DHARMMAVI..,. This coin came, I think, frem the hoard found at
Kywede near Akyab, together with some 10th century coins. The form of

found so far are full size. No other coins of Arakanese kings have been

found over such a wide area, which would indic

UL LI

prosperity of the country during his 3% year reigr. The appearance of the

coing of this group in a 10th century hoard suggests that after the fall

of Anandacandra, (or his immediate successors) the same currency remained

in use until the rise of the Simghe

3

candra dynasty in the ©&th or 10th

century.

Obverse
The bull, facing left and not gsrlanded, has become quite stylized, Two

blobs serve for the head, and the himp is so imperfectly formed that it

looks like a hook.

Reverse

The symbols are well-proportioned and carefully

the &rZvatez are thinner than before, although the central projection

has a sharp bulge from the mid-point. Eight or nine dots below.

e

No coins of the next king, Narendravijaya, who ruled for 2 years and §

DHAMMACANDRA

{p1  XLI,A )
Coins of this king, who is have reigned for 16 years, are well

TI, fig.1l; Johnston, op eit PL.V, no 20).

his name as Dharmmacandra, the coins

invariably read Dhammacandra. As wes the case with Dharmmavijaya, only



full-size coins sre found. The BM specimen, in good condition, weighs

7.0gm. and is 3lmm. in diameter.

As above, with DHAMMACANDRA in smal
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Dharmmay
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eignt dots below. The foliage no longer has five but seven projeasting

leaves from either side, some with a round central bulge. Above, full

scent to left, circular sun to right.

Unpublished, weight and size not record
both sides.

About a half, worn smooth on

Another very worn full size coin, found together with the coins of

;
3
o
5
IS
Pz}
p
C
e
=]
o
hy
jd
[o
[Es Rt
5
+1
w0
}..J *

imghgandacandra in the

U Aung Tha Oo's collection, obviously ¥

to this group.

dlepicted on the coins of Drarmmavijaya and Dhammacandra,

with a pointed hump, no garland and tail between the legs. Only the

letters ... CANDRAH are discernable, but from the spacing and by com-

parigon with the palecgraphy of the West face of the Shitthung pillar
h {
ingeription we may tentati it o Anandacandra. The visarga

after the name ig only known

o

Ag above, with eight small leaves on the outer stem,



ORI SIMGHAGATDACANDRA

Two coins of this king, now in private collections in Akyab and Rangoon,

were found among & hoard of 38 accidentally uncovered near the grazing

ground of Kywede village, 1llkm. west of Akyab on the Kaladan river. The

hoard also contained a coirn of Dharmmavijaya and the coin we have tent-

[y

shagandacandra may be identified

1dra mentioned on 1.9 of the North

this inscription belongs to the
mid~11th century, the name is smong the first of a fairly long geneclogy.

Simghagandacandra may, therefore, have reigned early in the 10th century.

about 032m. . in diameber, and they appesar to have been struck from the
is close to the coins of Dharmmavijaya, Dhammacandra

and the later Harikela group, where the wreath around the neck of the bull

7

P
Beaded surrcund beyond circlie. Upper third containing the words SRI

S1TM GANDACANDRA i fwo lines, in 10th century prote-Bengall script.

D

{

No attempt has beern made to suggest modelling of the bull's bedy, which

is extremely stylized. The ears and horns are mere pointed projections,

&

{

in the other coins of the

same style, is a surprising lump. The tail does not curve upwards.

form taken on the ccins of

s s A . - . . 9 TR PR [ n -
Tharmmaviiaya. The branch of foliage hac ¥ projecting fine "leaves', each



with a glebular bulge in the centre. 10 dote beneath, crescent moon
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left and sun to right.
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Bull and srivgtsa coins miuted in Fast Bengal

The next, and largest
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same symbols as the usual

Candra series, but seem to have originated, not
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s

rakan, ocut from

Southeast Bengal. From Phayre's first doubtful reading of the legend

-

they are familiarly known as the 'Yarikriya' group

The provenance and notices of these coins are summarized here:

N
Arakan

1. Bandoway Sandowa,

>, op el

'?f-‘<1

2. Theobald Collection Another coin acguired by W.Theobald and recorded
by him in JASE IXI,pp.l02f7 in 1892. Find-spot
not recorded, but probably Arakan.

3. Shortt Collection One coln in the collection of H.de S.Shortt,

ned by McDowell in Nwmismatic Chronicle,
XX,;.EBL, fn.3. Findspeht not recorded.
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from no.]_, the British Museum possesses
few more specimens this tvpe, but no published
st is availaole.

~w
(=

e Indian Museum'
31,P1.¥XXXI,9~11;
. CCTM ©v.99; provenance unknown.

2. THC Fight coins are listed in th
zlogues. Smith, COTM, p.3

Uil

, Comilila four gold and two copper

ing e excav etlon of the

8th centuries, ard ecariei Pv Haranw“ R 51 i in
1 -

. . . g
hig unpublished Doctoral Thesis,pD. 333ff.
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T IMC ' A few coins in the Indian Museum, originzll
from a hoard of 63 silve
from Ananda Vihira, a Mainamati site, and
mentioned by T.N.Ramacandran in the B.(.Law
Mem. Vol.IT,p.21l7 and PL.V.T.

o

BMC

g. Azsam Coin Cabinet

, coin in the Provincial Coin
Cabinet, Assam; provenance unknown, but
nrobably from Sylhet, according to Rashid
See A.W.Botham, Cat.of Howoom

Gy

L.
Cabinet, Azsam, p.5T73
the dnscription on 211 fthese coins reads HAFIKELA, the

e equated with the well-
known ancient division of Bengal by t name. The geript shows a

development from the 6th/7Tth century Arakan style, and reflects changes

noticed in the

epigrarhs of Southesst Beneal in the Tth and 8th centuries.

This ting is further substantiated by the context of the coins found

during the Main@malti excavations. Rashid noticed that most of thess came

from strata associated with the early

. R - — \ . . "
8th century. Coins of Dharmusvijsya (end Tth century), "Imitation Gupta

found in

Howevar,

that both countries were in clo

few of the Mainamatl coins, and one of the Sylhet coing, depicts the bull
with a garland around the neck. The last Candra coin to exhibit this feature

. . .
was bthe single Striyacandrs bered,

e}

it will be rem




<

was the only known coln issued during the confused half-century foll
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the fall of Dhrticandra. The bull on the Surivacandra coin has an

upturned tail, unlike the earl

e

of the Harikels coins. The hump is out of in both th

S an

p.

egrly Harikela types. The reverse symbol on the earlier Harikela coil

also follows the Slriya example; on both, the five leaves from the

falling branches are dots joined to the branch with fins stem

=
w
-
©
ol
et

sun and moon, to the left and right, are a det within a circle and =

crescent.,

The later Harikela coins may be identified stylistically by the absen

a wreath and by the hook-gshaped hump of the bull. Both these feestur

are noticed on the coins of the

o

fa IR . N « 4 - B .
carly Oth century. Similerly, the script on the early Harikela coins

has peculiarities known only from the late 6th century inscriptions
Arakan, while later developmenis can be traced in the "bull without
wreath" coins. MeDowell has noticed that the "bull with  wreath"
coins were stuck to the weight standard of 7.6gm. gsed by the main
Candra dynasty, while in the later "bull without wreath”

standard dropped to 7.2 to T.0gm. it would s

~herefore that the
earliest Harikela coins appeared during the period after the fall of
first Candrs dynasty. The inscription on the west face
pillar (v.33) records that after Dhrticandra , Mahavira, king of
Purempura, reigned in Arakan for 12 years. If we are to accept the

identification of Purempura with present-dsy Puranpira, on the west

bank of the Haaf river, the traditicnal border between Arakan and Be

er Candra examples but followed by all

Dharmmacandra in ti
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of the Shittaung
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\see above,p. h4 fn. 26

king, most probably a powerfy

centre, adopted and reissued the coinage of the defeated country.
The mint may have initially heen :
to the Mainamati hills, perhaps after the pretender Siriyacandra

first mention of Harikela is I-tsing's

e o

as the eastern limit of India, in 671
that the Khadga kings, rulers of Scutheast Bengal in the second halfl

of the Tth century, had as thelr dynastic emblem on the seals of thelr
inscriptions a recumbent bull, facing left, in the manner of the

P 14
Arakan cecins and the ©th century copper plate from Vess

K hadga  kings were

the Devas

. . . - ~ ~ .. o Jolray
changes which occur in the Arakan coins from Dharmmavijaya (fl.c,665-

701). There is not enough evidence to postulate a dyn

jes
™
(<|
£
o
o)
=
ok
-
t_J.
o
e
O
h
=
L]
o
]

it might be suggested

ct
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that at

-

beginning of the was weakened by Pyu

incursions and by attacks of the more powerful hill tribes, and the
commercial advantage it had over Scutheast Bengal diminished. The
Khadga kings, taking adv

5

®

Qo

ntage of this situaticn, imitated the Candra

coinage then current, and vossibly imperted zilver from the sams sources.

increased, vhe

[N

As the price of =ilver, or the cost of importing it,

welght decreased to the T.C0gm. stendard of the Devs

kings. That the latter had commercial relations with Arakan is attested

- . . L% . N . . o . 3 i - ~ ~ a Y . ~y YT N £, TN
by the similarity of the motifs and the coing of Dharmmavijeya lound

103 (Caleutta,1971) ©.9
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at the

a. The commercial advantage of the

probably strengthened after the fall of Anandacandra or his immediat

successors and the confused state o

Hh

Araksn and Burma proper in the

second half cf the 8th century.

This series of bull and &rivatsa coins
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once in the cabinet of Mr.Prapulla Weth Tagors, recorded by R.D.Banerji

: 1 T o S : 3\ 1
in JASB Vol.XVT {Numismatic Gapplement No.YX¥XIIT, 1920),p.85, and b

two coins found during the Mairamatl excavations. The Tagore coins

were purchased together with a conch/3rivateq coin, and, if

originally found together, would indicate that this small hoard re-

The

!
<

flects the sea~trade in the Bay of arcund the 8th century.

inscribed coins may be assigned paleographically to between the mid-
8th and mid-9th centuries.
1 wrr, 11)
28 T3 RPN PRSI I 2)
Kef. Banerji, 1bid and P1.X(TT ,3; Rashid, op o1t p.3kL6,
Obverse
Beaded surround; humped bull, ungarlanded, facing

left, long tail

3

Mainamatl specimens.
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snd circle. The form is not from

the phctograph, but the leaves, mere strokes, are attached directly to

the sides, and there ares five




P1. xLI, 12
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Ref. Baner
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bverse

{

Bull, as above, tail bent behind and three dots below. Banerji read

%

th

y
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m

L as RAMY@(ARA, but only .. YA ARA is visible on the

s}
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nseript
photograph.

Reverse

Not illustrated.

1. XLI, 13 )
Ref. Banerji P 1.XIIT ,A.

Cbverse

The bull, now hardly reccgnizable, head a gmaller blob with five dots,

hump at mid-back and not behind head. PBanerji reazd ANTAKARA or ANNAK ARA,

only the initial vowel is clear.

Reverse

Not illustrated.

While this group is cobviously connected with the later Mrikela and Candra
i attributed then

to a late dynasty of Arakan, while Rashid preferred Bengal. A

m

a compromise,

we might suggest the Haaf river area, a well-known commercial centre, too

of Mainamati or Arakan, who were,
during this period, tco weak to interfere with even a small neighbouring

r

dynasty.

Yoreign Ccins

No foreign before the 11
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n century have been reperted found

in Arakan, and apart from the Vijayacandra specimens at Mainamatl, no

N

Arakanese coins have been found elsewhere. A number of gold coins issued

F



by the later Eastern Cilukyas found on Ramree islands,
»

apparently from old shipwrecks, and

- ot red hr
were ngrilecea oy

identified by Fleet!®7, @n

Fiwe

Bu recounted that in Ramree and
Cheduba these coins are known as sgiwe-tha-bya and local tradition
connects them with the MahZimuni 1egend.108
I have been shown, in Arakan, a number of Indian pa Jﬂﬁtfﬁras with

cbverse, whic
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scholars to connect

them with the carly buli/gr These medallions only
from about the 18th or 19th identical examp

es have

et ” . n g .
been describe sircar mdien Coinsl0?

by

7 - g ;. cr n g o a Qry
107 The Tndian hntiquary, Vol.XIX{(1800) pp.80-82
1 " . N B - . L . o <.
108 "rpout two thousand years during the reign of Hmn-da-thu-rnj=a
vl

(Candraf“rlw@rd] ) of Ar Gantama Buddha went there from

India. > king did wors to the Buddha, being much attracted
tc his preaching. And when the Buddha was about to return to I ndis,
the king and his subjects asked fTor permission to preserve and

i bif

The RBud

. And then
the Buddh
m

kings, according to
the Buddha. With the

dha assented
1at

Lo

of

worsnip an

L as fashioned in ven metals
il a T image which is now in Man-
dalay. ?bmr of the kings brought thelr images to Arakan in psrson.
Others do so, bubt did not arrive in time; and so the
w.[Omrl bro by them were of no use and had to be taken away
"he home, gome of t ened to come to the is-

/ . - v
~AUNE x”‘@”uoa)- and T it uninhabited (and T
wigning to apply to any worldly use art:cles which,

actually
3 A to it) -
rad t;kﬁr with

had teen

"T%e MahZnuni he usual
of the en in the Arakanese
where ers nine kutis worth
; )
to be Fﬁwcnham‘?r, Arakan, 1.4
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