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Collaborative Engagement
Innovation

Conversatio
n Challenge



What is digital humanities? A Space!

• A space for collaborative engagement - of equals, across 
discipline boundaries  

• In which process is more important than product 

• In which research questions determine methods - and methods 
determine tools & techniques 

• In which key partners are domain specialists, digital humanities 
specialists, librarians, archivists, curators 

• In which research practice is based on formal methods 

• A space for methodological experimentation and innovation 

• An applied field in which theory follows practice 



Collaborative projects in the Digital 
Humanities

• May be large-scale: in intellectual scope & size of team(s) 

• Multi-disciplinary 

• Multiple technologies, data types & formats 

• Variety of digital (and print) outputs 

• Multiple purposes and audiences 

• New or changed questions & methods



‘3rd Generation’ projects

• May be even larger & more complex collaborations 

• Wide use of social media - e.g. blogs, twitter - for conduct of research and 

dissemination of results 

• Crowd-sourcing... 

• More visualisation - images, animations, virtual worlds, ... 

• More emphasis on play, imagination - and interpretations 

• More direct social & cultural engagement & criticism



Digital Editions…

• Source materials may be multiple &/or complex 

• May be based on analogue or born-digital sources 

• Rich contextual materials 

• Inter-linking of information - internal & external 

• Multiple access paths 

• Multiple types of users 

• Multiple publication modes
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Fine Rolls of Henry III

• Collaboration: King’s College London & National Archives 

• Online publisher King’s College London; print publisher Boydell & Brewer; 

long-term preservation National Archives? 

• Online publication preceded print volumes 

• 3 print volumes published, 4th in preparation. …? 

• Print volumes preferred for specific fines or days; online for searching and 

analysis 

• Fine of the Month 

• Knowledge Transfer Advisory Group / exhibitions / courses / blog







Journey to Horseshoe Bend

• TGH Strehlow archive of films, sound recordings, photographs, documents, 

objects - housed in Museum of  Central Australia, Alice Springs 

• Ceremonial life of Arunda people is a particular focus; many ceremonies & 

objects sacred 

• Much of archive digitised as part of JHB project (Hart Cohen) 

• Concept of digital repatriation 

• Work with communities - e.g. ‘digital story telling’
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Digital Editions : Challenges

• Digital methods of research are changing as rapidly as methods of 

dissemination - change is the new ‘constant’ 

• Blurring of authorial/editorial roles 

• Scholarly acknowledgment & reward 

• Curation : management, standards, etc 

• Sustainability : content + technologies 

• Long-term preservation : content + ‘behaviours’  

• Digital ephemera 

• Re-use 



Digital Editions : Opportunities

• New forms of scholarship…enabling new questions to be pursued 

• Library engagement - research, publication, curation, preservation 

• Variety of approaches to publication 

• Re-use & multiple audiences 

• Public engagement 

• Greater engagement with creative processes
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