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Introduction

Preliminary estimates for March 1986 for certain 
major indicators of production are shown below. Produc-

EXPLANATORY NOTES

normal seasonal factors, but also of‘trading day’effects

lion statistics for March for an extensive range of
commodities will be published later in the series of eight 
Productinn ttuHetins (8.157.0 to 8.164.(1).

.Scope

2. Production statistics are not collected from single 
establishment manufacturing enterprises with fewer than 
four persons employed from establishment.s predomin- 
antly engaged in non-manufacturing activities hut which 
nia\ carry out in a minor way some manufacturing. 
However, in general the contribution of these small 
producers to statistical aggregates is only marginal and 
data contained in this publication provide reliable infor­
mation for the evaluation of trends in commodity 
production.

(arising from the varying numbers ofSundays, Mondays, 
Tuesdays, etc. in the month) and the influence of Easter 
and Australia Day which may, in successive years, affect 
figures for different months. However, care should be 
exercised in interpreting the seasonally adjusted figures 
for those months in which Christman/New Year and 
Easter holidays fall as some manufacturers vary holiday 
shutdowns in the light of prevailing demand for their 
products.

6. Details of the methods used in seasonally adjusting 
production statistics are available on request.

Related publications
7. Current publications produced by the ABS are

Comparability with other estimates

1, I he ABS publishes quarterly estimate.s of constant 
price manufacturing production in the publication 
Quarterly Indexes of Manulariuriny Production. Au.s- 
triilia (5219,0), I hese estimate.s are shown as index 
numbers and are derived mainly from estimate.s of 
manufacturers'sale.s and stocks.

listed in the Catalogue of Publications. Australia (1101.0). 
The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a 
Publicatiort.s Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and 
Publications Advice are available from any ABS office.

Statistics on VIATEL
8. Selected economic, social and demographic statistics
are available on VIATEL *656fl.

4. I he production statistics published in the series of
eight Protluclion Hi/llelins (K.1.S7.0 to 8.164.0) referred to 
in paragraph I account, in total, for less than half of the 
output ol the manufacturing sector, so differences may 
occur between the general tendency (if there is one) in 
these item.s and changes in the quarterly indexes of 
manulacturing production. I he comment applies with 
still greater lorce to the preliminary estimates for the 
major indicators of production shown below.

Symbols and other usages
r figure or series revised since previous issue

n.a. not available

Seasonal adjustment
5. Seasonally adjusted statistics are shown for all but
lour ol the data items contained in this publication. In the 
seasonal adjustment, account has been taken not only of
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(c) For moulding, extrusion, laminating and calendering only. 
-...... raiiers. (f) Includes mixture predominantly of the Fibre named.

(h) Source: Australian Customs Service.
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