Copyright © Author

All rights reserved. Without limiting the rights under copyright reserved above, no
part of this publication may be reproduced, utilized, stored in or introduced into a
retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise), without the prior written permission of both
the copyright owner and the publisher.

Limit of Liability/Disclaimer of Warranty: While the publisher and author have
used their best efforts in preparing this book, they make no representations or
warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents of this book
and specifically disclaim any implied warranties of merchantablilty or fitness for a
particular purpose. Readers should be aware that Web sites offered as citations and/or
sources for further information may have changed or disappeared between the time
this was written and when it is read.

The views expressed in this volume are those of the author(s) and are not necessarily
e those of the publisher.
: First published 2013
';' - Readworthy Publications (P) Ltd.
e D-1, Mohan Garden,
Near Tanshi Tent Palace

New Delhi - 110 059
Ph.: 08826833244, 08826333244

Email: info@readworthypub.com
Web: www.readworthypub.com

Cataloging in Publication Data--DK
Courtesy: D.K. Agencies (P) Ltd. <docinfo@dkagencies.com>

Asian Studies Association of Australia. Conference (2012 :
University of Western Sydney)
Re-thinking India : perceptions from Australia / editors, Lance
Brennan, Auriol Weigold.

‘ p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 13: 978-93-5018-376-2 ISBN 10: 93-5018-376-5

1. India--Relations--Australia--Congresses. 2. Australia--Relations--
India--Congresses. 3. Local government--India--Congresses. 4. Religion
and politics--India—-Congresses. 5. Religion and sociology--India--
Congresses. . Brennan, L. (Lance) II. Weigold, Auriol. III. Title.

DDC 327.54094 23

Printed at D.K. Fine Art Press, Delhi-52

Editors’ Introduction

The essays in this collection represent diverse views with
a common theme expressed in its title, Re-thinking India:
perceptions from Australia. The collection continues a tradition
in the contribution to the literature on India from Australia in
that its contributors are Australians, Anglo-Australians, Indian
Australians, Indian students undertaking advanced studies
in Australia and domiciled there—at least for their period of
scholarship—as well as Indian scholars working in India, with
links into Australian institutions, a welcome innovation.

From the 1960s academics in Australia have had a wide
range of interests in India and the subcontinent. This has been
well documented in a snapshot of academic engagement in this
period, and has continued into the present day. That interest has
developed—in line with India’s rapid growth towards major power
status—to include an increasing concern with India’s foreign
relations, and especially those with Australia.

Many of the chapters in this collection were first given as
papers at the conference of the Asian Studies Association of
Australia held at the University of Western Sydney in July 2012.
Other scholars generously contributed papers on their current
research. The varied fields of endeavor thereby brought together
in this book might well have been mapped for us by Nobel Prize
winner, Amartya Sen, who describes his country as ‘immensely
diverse’, with ‘disparate convictions’ and ‘divergent customs.’ The
reader of this book will find that while its chapters range widely
they all attempt to maintain a concern with what is important
in India today: from foreign policy to theological understanding.

Part 1: India and the World

With different approaches—divergent’, ‘to borrow from
Sen—Auriol Weigold and Christopher Kremmer examine the
relationship between Australia and India acknowledging that
such relationships are a two-way proposition. Weigold examines



