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tXPLANATORY NOILS

Introduction
In September |47H. a sample household survey 

was conducted throu^iout Australia in order to obtain 
infornution about the prevalence of hearing problems 
and the use of hearing aids in the Australian population 
aged 15 years or more. A iniilar survey relating to 
persons under (he age of 15 years will be conducted in 
1979. This publication contains (he resuhs from the 
September 1978 survey.

for a small hiring fee from some government bodies. 
These iKrsons apjiear in the relevant tables in the 
catcgtiry

7. Caiin-It/hearing prttblem -

. Congetttial/hereditary' includes any hearing
problem resulting from birth or from mollier't 
illness during pregnancy;

Survey methodology
2. The survey was conducted as a part of the 
monthly population survey which is based on a 
multi-stage area sample of private dwellings (about 
30.0(K) houses, flats, etc. I and non-priva(e dwellings 
(hotels, motels, etc.f and covered about two-tliirds of 
one jrercent of (he ptipulation of Australia. Tlie 
information was obtained from the occupants of the 
selected dwellings by carefully chosen and s|K*cially 
trained interviewers.

. Accident refers to hearing problems resulting 
from a sudden noise or event such as an 
explosion.

. Constant noise refers to hearing problems caused 
by ex|H)sure lo high levels of noise for 
considerable amounts of time.

K. Operations to hetp hearing - refer only to

Scope 

3.

operations done on the ears to help hearing. Such 
operations as removal of a brain tumor which may result 
in improved hearing are not included.

more except :
The estimates relate to all persons 15 years or-

(al boarding scIumiI students, patients in hospitals, 
nursing homes and other health institutions or 
inmates of gaols, reformatories, etc..

<h I members of ihc pennaneni defence forces.

(cl certain diplomatic personnel of overseas 
governments customarily excluded from census 
and estimated populations.

Reliability of the estimates
^1. Since the estimate:» arc based on a sample they 
are subject to sampling variability (see Technical Note, 
page 27. for further detailsl. .Some figures in this 
publication are replaced or preceded by the symbol *. 
Estimates preceded by this symbol have a standard error 
of between 25 and 50 per cent. Estimates which arc 
replaced with this symbol have a standard error greater 
than 50 per cent, which is considered tvxi high for most 
practical purposes.

1Ü In addition to sampling errors, the survey

(di overseas visitors on tour or holidaying in 
Australia.

(el members of mm-Australian defence forces (and 
their de|xmdents| stationed in Australia.

results are subject to non-sampling errors, i.e. those 
inaccuracies that may occur because of imperfections in 
reporting by interviewers or respc^ndcnts. prixessing 
errors and non-response. Such errors may occur in any 
statistical collection whether it is a full census count or a
sample survey. Every effort is made lo reduce

The exclusion of persons currently in hospitals, nursing 
homes and other health institutions should be borne in 
mind in assessing the significance of the results.

non-sampling errors in the survey to a minimum by 
careful design and testing of questionnaires, by intensive 
training and supervision of interviewers, and by efficient 
operating procedures.

Definitions
4. Hearing problem A person was considered to
have a hearing problem if he/she reported having trouble 
hearing what people say or currently possessed a hearing 
aid. Excluded from this group were persons whose 
hearing problem was only caused by a {periodic build up 
of wax in an car.

11. The following factors should be considered in 
interpreting the estimates in (his publication :

(al The information provided by respondents was 
not medically veritled and reported hearing 
problems were not necessarily based on 
diagnoses by medical practitioners.

5. Possession and usage of hearing aid questions
were asked about both these aspects of hearing aids since 
some persons who possess an aid may not use it.

(b| In many cases the answers to the questions on 
healing were based on the knowledge of one

6. Price of hearing aid — information was collected

jwrson in 
liousewifc).

household (generally the

on the price a person paid for an aid at the time it was 
bought. The figure sought was the total price before 
trade-in, if any, being deducted, it should be noted that 
certain persons can obtain hearing aids free of charge or

Related publications
12. Other ABS publications which may be of 
interest include ;



Australian Health Survey Bulletin Nii. I, September 
1977 fPreliinlnaryI (430d.O(

A usrralian Health Survey Bulletin Hn. 2, December 
1977/Prellminary) (43I0.U)

Aulinliaii Health Survey, 1977-78WH O}

Symboii and other uiaget

Not applicable.
* Subject to high lainpling variabiUty.

See explanatory note 9 on page 3.

Where figuiet have been rounded, dltcrepanciet 
may ikcui between tumt of Ihe component itemi and 
totals.

13. All publkaliuns produced by Ihe AB.S arc
baled in Calahgue o]' Puhlicaiitmt (IIOI.O) which it 
available free of charge from any ABS office.

R. J. CAMERON 
Aualrilian Stalisliciaii
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« SUMMARY OF FINDINiJS

PERSONS WITH HEARING PROBLEMS

Approximately 7 per cent of the (o(al Australian 
population aged 15 years or more reported suffering 
some form of hearing problem. This secliort summarises 
characteristics of these persons.

The chart below sliows that the percentage of the 
populatitm affected by hearing pioblems increases with 
age. In the older age groups hearing problems are more 
prevalent for males than for females.

PERCENT OF POPULATION IN EACH AGE GROUP WITH A HEARING PROBLEM

AGE
MALES females

66*

46-64

1624 nr
TOTAL

30 25 20 15 10
3
5 0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Cause of hearing problem

The (wo main causes of hearing problems for the 
total population aged 15 years or more are constant 
noise and disease or illness. Approximately 3K per cent 
ol males and 4 per cent of females identified constant 
noise as the primary cause of (heir hearing problem. 
Approximately 33 per cent of females and 15 per cent 
of inales identified disease or illness as (he primary 
cause.

In the IS to 24 year age group, the major cause of 
hearing problems for bolh males and females is disease 
or illness.

CAUSE OF HEARING PROBLEM IN EACH AGE GROUP (PERCENT!

I or persons in the 25 to 44 and (he 45 to 64 year 

age groups constant noise and disease or illness are the 
major causes of hearing trouble. Constant noise is the 
major cause of hearing double for males while for 
females in these age groups disease or illness is the major 
cause.

The main cause for the 65 years and over age 
group for both males and females is reported to be the 
effects of old age. However, as in younger age groups, 
constant noise and disease or illness are also important 
factors.

AGE MALES FEMALES

65* I in
4664 CiElSHHni 3
2644 i Enn ]

1624 1 ]

Total

PTTT!

100 80 60
Key

Constant

40 20

'1

0 20 40 60 80 100

Oitesse w Old age

Accidant Congenital/ 
Hereditary

Other Zcauae 
not known
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EFFECTS OF (DERATION

Of the persons reporting a heating problem. 8.5» 
stated that they had undergone an operation to help 
their hearing. The effeclt of these

Hearing won«
8.5*

f Effect not hnown *3.4%

suinmirited in the diagram oppoiite.
operttions it

Hoaring ' 
ramatood 
tiw uma
32 9%

Haanng 
baitar

663%

I

PERSONS WITH A HEARING AID

Of the persons reporting a hearing problem. 20 
per cent possess a hearing aid. This section summarises 

the characteristics of persons who reported they possess 
a hearing aid.

PERCENT OF TOTAL HEARING AIDS POSSESSED, BY AGE GROUP

AGE
males FEMALES

65*

45-64

15 44 EH
40 30 20 10

-4- 
0 10 20 30

(Ptrcentl

Price of Hearing Aid

The chart below indicates the price of the hearing 
aid most recently obtained.

The high percentage of persons possessing hearing 

aids which cost them $30 or less represents those 
persons who are eligible for and have received free aids 
from certain government bodies. Such persons include 
pensioners and their dependents, ex-servicemen and 
persons aged 1S to 20 years of age.

HEARING AID PRICE RANGES AS A PROPORTION (PERCENT) OF TOTAL AIDS POSSESSED

60

"fWn 5C

Pvt 
cant 
of 
haanng 
aid« 
ownad

40

30

20

10

.ii!il f
$30 or 
latt

m111 IM 
Ml co 
SiOO

S101 to 
$200

$201 to 
$300

$301 to 
$400

[iiij
$401 to 
$500 S500

0

Prie« of aid
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Hearing aid use
Of pcriuns who currently (xtssess a hearing aid 

approximately per ceiH reported using it at least once 
a week.

(56 7 per cent) uw their aid 4 or more hours a day. 
.Altnosi a qiiarier of all persons possessing a hearing aid

<
week.

!.l per cen!> never use it or use it less (lian unce a

The inijurity oí penoiv {t>>v«essing a hearing aid

EXTCNT OF HEARING AID USE (FERCENTI

AGE
MALES FEMALES

66» [T^ IM
AS'S« • •i’ltiiiiti

a.J.. .jJillllllliiiiiilill IlL.' . uiiiiliiiiliiiiilil^^^i <«1

Total

L
too

J____
75

Kev

-U 
SO

-1- 
?s 0 25 50 1%

J
too

More than 8 hour* a day
Af least once a week tuit
le»* than 4 hour« a daywtiday ' Ir~iN,v,. VM their hearing aid

4 (o 8 hcKiit » day Lea (han orrce (al Include» once and ten than once a week

Extent of hearing problem
The chart below sliows the extent to which 

persons who possess a hearing aid would liave a problem 
hearing without their aid.

A high pruportion of persons possessing a hearing 
aid (60.6 per cent) would have a problem hearing for 

most of the time uithout the use of (lieir aid. A 
significani proportion (34.8 per cent (would be affected 
only some of the time.

Of the 4.6 per cent who would hardly ever have a 
problem hearing wiiliooi ilseir aid approximately Iwo 
out of three use their aid less than mice a week or never.

PERSONS WITH HEARING AIDS : EXTENT OF HEARING PROBLEMS IF 
AID NOT USED (PERCENT)

AGE
PERSONS

65*

46^64

15-44

BIIII]li¡!l!ll!l¡llliaillHllllin!!|!|lllilM 
l!l!i!lli!!l!!Siii!'ill!lilllll!!illlll!ili^

Kev

J] Ed-IHeatinq m problem most of the time if aw* tot used

iHiwring a problem some of the time if aid not used

Total
iHeannq hardly ever a problem if aid not used

liJ
_L_ 
20

U- 
40

_u 
60

-L. 
80

J
too

L
0

T

(Percent)
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Type of aid
The type of aid most often used it one which Tits 

beliind (he ear. The fable below shows the distribution 
of types of hearing aids worn in different age groups.

TYPE OF AID USED (per cent)

Ageftfuup

Type of hearing aid
IS44 
yean

ymrt 
and over Total

Body aid
AO in the ear aid 
Behind the ear aid 
Aid allached tu tpectacles

* I4J

68.3

• M.o 
I9.H 
60.4 
11.2

96
24.4
57.6

8.5

9.6 
21.9 
59.5
9.0

Total 100 100 too iOO

Persons who no longer use an aid
There were 47.800 persons (52.5% were females 

and 47,5% males) who possessed an aid in the past but 
not now. or who now possess an aid and use it less than 
once a week. main group of reasons for not using

tlie aid was that it was a nuisance, uncomfortable or its 
appearance disliked. This was more evident for females 
than males. 'Other* includes persons who only used their 
aid on special occasions, who are in the priKess of 
obtaining a new aid or liave lost their hearing aid.

reason aid used less than once a WEEK OR NO LONGER POSSESSED (PfcRCENT)

REASON
males females

HEARING IMPROVED

AID NOISY

AID UNRELIABLE

AID DIO NOT HELP

AID A NUISANCE/UNCOMFORT 
ABLE /APPEARANCE

■I
■üiiiüüiiiiliiiir

L«i than 16

COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH AID
Less than 1.6 Lett than 16]

3
]

3
OTHER REASON ■IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIH

30
_L 
20 10 0

(Percent)

-1.
10 20

-i
30

%

X X
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PERSONS WITH A HEARING PROBLEM WHO HAVE NEVER POSSESSED A HEARING AID

Approximately 7K per cent of all persons 
reporting a hearing problem had never possessed a 
hearing aid. This section looks at factors related to this.

Extent of hearing problem
Approximately H6 per cent of persons with a 

hearing problem who have never possessed a hearing aid, 
are affected by their hearing problem some or most of 
the time.

17,7 per cent have their hearing problem most of 
(he lime. This compares with 60.6% of persons who have 
a hearing aid and had a hearing problem most of the 
time.

PERSONS WITH A HEARING PROBLEM WHO HAVE NEVER POSSESSED 
AN AID : EXTENT OF HEARING PROBLEM (PERCENT)

AGE PERSONS

65*
hll/i Kev

T45-64 Hearing a problem moat of the itme

25-44
jjji □ |'''i I ' ' *1 Hiring a problem tome of the time

15-24
.lliiliiUi Hearing hardly ewer a problem

Total iN

o
±
20 40 

(Percent)

_X_ 
60

X
80

Whether one or both ears affected by hearing problem

Approximately 4S per cent of persons with a

hearing problem who have never possessed a hearing aid, 
have that problem in only one ear.

PERSONS WITH A HEARING PROBLEM WHO HAVE NEVER POSSESSED 
AN AID : WHETHER ONE OR BOTH EARS AFFECTED (PERCENT)

MALES FEMALES

Don't know

One

Both lili
60 45 30

_L. 
15

_L 
15

_L 
30

-J- 
45

-J
60

i
X

0

|Percent>
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Reason hearing aid not obtained

Approximately b8 per cciit of persons who have a 
hearing problem but have never ixjsscsscd an aid 

PERSONS WITH A HEARING PROBLEM WHO HAVE NEVER POSSESSED 
AN AID : REASON AID NOT OBTAINED (PERCENT!
PERSONSAGE

considered ihat their hearing was not bad enough Io 
need one.

65+

45-64

L.■B WOW
i I :.. I.. ' I :. IÍI i i

on
Key
I Hearing not bed enough

25-44

15-24

Total

JI

w
â

an£

W'Hi'TT

ai lliu

ÌÌWi
iW

1
(a)

0
_u 
20

£ , . J Aid would not help

Aid a nuisance/uncomfortable/appMrance

Coi» Msociated with eid

1, !
¡ H ., I. H í:,.;aiiiùi; ±J.

40 60

Other

80

(al Remaining categories too «mall to «how 
separately

100
PERSONS WHO HAVE HAD THEIR HEARING TESTED

Approximately lb jk'i cent of the population aged 
15 years or more rcp>ried thal they had their hearing
tested within the last 5 years.

More males reported having their hearing tested III

the last 5 years than feiisales. The proportion of males 
having liad their hearing tested is fairly constant between 
age groups. However the proportion of females having 
had^ their hearing tested is considerably higher in the 15 
to 24 year age group than for older age groups.

PERCENT OF POPULATION IN EACH AGE GROUP WHO HAO THEIR HEARING
TESTED IN THE LAST 5 YEARS

AGE
MALES females

66+
T

4564

2444

1524
[I

Total

30
X
20

!

1.

10

flpI,

1

0

IPercenti

10
X
20

J 
30
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TABLF I.

Trouble hearing 
No trouble hearing

Tout meki

Trouble heanitg 
No trouble heanng

Tom/ femalet

Trouble hearing 
No trouble hearing

Total personi

Trouble hearing 
No trouble ht-aring

Total tríales

Trouble hearing 
No trouble hearing

Total f emales

Trouble hearing 
No trouble hearing

Total peraoni

a
12

PERSONS : WHETHER THEY HAVE A HEARING PROBLEM BY AGE,BY SEX 
(XMM)

group

ieart
2544 
years

45 64 
veats

MALFS

65 Fear« 
anti o»ar

foul per K>nt

(numberi fptr centt

21.3
1.207 I

l.22g.4

21.1
1.193.9

t.2iS.O

2.401.0

2.443.2

106 7
1.862.0

¡.969 7

62 I 
1.865.6

/.V27.9

168.9
3.727.6

34I96.S

201 6
1.191.2

I.J92.g

I i MALI S

96 4
1.291.8

J.J9S2

PERSONS

297.9
2.483 I

2,781.0

TABLE 2. FEZISONS : WHETHER THEY HAVE A HEARING 
1'000)

VS.H'.

160.5
1.635.0

I. 795.S

109.4
1,746.9

2.836.3

269.9
3,382.0

3.651.8

E»f.

MAI ES

110.9
1,253.0

IJ6J.8

79.6
1.321.3

1.400.8

190.4
2,574.3

2,764.7

79.5
699.5

46.2
425.5

779.1 471 7

El MAI I S

51 I
737 2

788.3

26.5
454.0

480.4

PERSONS

130.7
1.436.7

72.7
879.5

1367.4 952.1

131 3 
389 I

460.9
1,649.4

9.0
91.0

320 4 3.II0.J JOOO

127 6
556.7

694.2

2SH.9
9AS.7

1.204.6

307.1
4.908.0

S.215.2

768.0
9.557 4

10.325.4

PROBLEMfBY STATES.BY SFX

k'.A. Tas. N.T.

5.9
94.1

200.0

92.6

100.0

Aust.

42.8
397.5

440 4

26.5
409.0

435.4

69.3
806.5

875.8

13 0 
134.6

247 6

8.8
140.0

248.8

21.9
274.6

296.4

3.1 
.38.5

4.9
65.M

4b».9
4.649.4

42.3

•1.7
30.5

4.8
68.9

73.7

70.7

3.6
69.2

72.8

8.4
135.0

143.4

5.210.3

307.1
4.908.0

3.223.2

768.0
9357.4

10,325.4
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i.1
i

Otutf of pfoMtm

( onpr ni la h lwre«h tar y 
Old ape 
Dueaae or iBneu 
AkOdenl
('umtani n*Nar
Other'vauar mo kn<mn

Total Htalet

t'onpefbtal.'herediiary 
OU ape 
Ihseaae ot ilhseu 
Aix'ident
Cufuiani tu8«e
Other-*.a-tse not known

Tor«/ ffotalet

Cuf^nital 'hereditary 
Old ape
Disease or tlbieu
Aeeident
Constant n*Hse
Other.cause not known

Total peraoAs

table 3. PE^mS HAVE UR HAVE HAO A HEARIM; PRUBUM (al t 
CAUSE <2E HEARlNCt PROBLEM.SV A<i£.BY SEX 

 (’0001

Agtgrottp

/5 24 
Venn

25-44 
t<«r»

4 >.84
■wra

MAI is

$.2 122 12 }

82 »«ar« 
and otter

Tolti prftont

fper ctn!)

»0

b2
•2.9 
4.9

21 5 
109
47 0
18.8

28 1
91 8
25 2

159
128
249
12 9

35.7

71 3
55 2 

178.4
59 1

7.8

15.2
11.8
28.2
12.7

64

•1.5

M

12 2

K..1

tM.S UJO 46tt 9 100.0

nMAI IS

I

288
5 5
2.7

14 9

11.5
12 8
288
5.2

II u

•2.5
15.5

bJJ I JO 4

PI USONS

75 7
102 7

12.8
81».2

J/J4

U.2

32.1
59

142

100.0

4N 2 
164 
.50.7 
21.5

22 8 
.0»7 
84.2 
2» 5 
98 8 
50.2

17 0 
1115
48 2 
2011
27 4 
294

n2 
142 8 
175 0
72« 

1920 
I 9.4

99
182

IS.J

171.8 201.1 282.4 780.2 100.0

ta> k«ct«d„ ,8«.. pera«« who prevn.usty h«i . hearinp problem but tare never p-maeaaed a 8«ann| aid

Ju?i H£ARIN<; problem (a* :
WHEN FIRST HAO A HEARING PROBLEM^BY CAUSE OF IIEARINti PROBLEM 

___ _________ <’0001

Ctutf of hranftg pmMent

to'Aen flnt had a hfanng pmhitm
Congentt^f 
hereditarv OU age

Atfanear 
iUnro Accidattt

Cottttaat Otlteritauat
Total ftanont

notte aot known Inttntberf l^frcenil

Len than 5 years apu 
5 yean to less than 10 years 
10 yean to leu than 20 years

8 4

20 years to teu than 30
20 yean or more apo 
Don’t know

years ago
18.9
12.3
25.1

78.7 
40.9 
15 8 
•2.7
•0.9

44 8
29 8
24.2
22.0
41.8

12 8 88 9

Total peraom 77.2 14X8 175.0

23 9 
•0.8

ÌA9 
120 
108 
•2.7

44 8 
25.0
19.4 
10.2
18.9 
•2.1

258.2 
179 8 
128 9
71.2 

119 3
129

22.1
22.0
17.8

15.2

73.8 192.0 1194 780.2 100.0

T»

(al i xdudea those pmons who prevtoualy had a hcarin* problem bat hare never poaaeaaed a heartnp aid
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TABLE i. PERSONS WHO HAVE OR HAVE HAD A HEARING PROBLEM (a) 1 
WHETHER HAD AN OPERATION TO HELP HF.ARJNG,BY CAUSE OF HEARING PROBLEM.BV SEX 

COOOI

Caute of hearing problem

Congenltall 
hereditary OU age

Diteate or 
Hlnett AecUent

Co/utant Other ¡caute
notte

Total pertont

not known (number/ (per cent/

MALES

Had an operatton 
Not had an operation

5.7
30.0 66.6

9.8
61.5

5.3
49.9

4.2
174.2

4.6
54 6

30.0
436.8

6.4
93.6

Total malet 35.7 67.Í 71.3 55.2 178.4 59.! 466.8 100.0

FEMALES

Had an operation 
N<it lud an operation

9.8
31.8 75.6

18.3
85.5

•1.3
17.3

•1.2
124

5.4
54.9

36.0
277.4

11.5
88.5

Total frmalet 41.5 75.7 tO3.7 18.6 J3.6 60.2 3i34 100.0

PERSONS

Had an operatum 
Not had an operation

15.4
61.8 142.2

28.1
146.9

6.6
67.2 186.6

9.9
109.4

66.0
714.2

8.5
91.5

Total peitofit 77.2 142.8 175.0 73.8 192.0 119.4 780.2 100.0

(a) t-Mdudc* those persons who previously had a hearing problem hut have never possessed a hearing aid.

TABLE 6. PERSONS WHO HAVE HAD AN OPERATION TO HELP HEARING 1 
CAUSE OF HEARING PROBLEM.BV AGE

COOO)

.4 group

Cause of hearing problem
75-24 
yeert

25-44 
years

45 64 
years

65 yean 
and over

Total pertont

(number/ (per cent/

Conge ruial/hereditary
Old age
Disease or lUisess
Accident
Constant notae
Other/cause isot known

*2.b •2.9 6.7 •3.3 154

•3.2 10.0
•1.3

•3.2

8.7
•3.3
•3.2
4.2

•1.2
•1.5
•2.1

28.1
6.6
5.4
9.9

42.6
10.0
8.2

15.0

Total persons 17.9 26.3 14.7 66.0 100.0



Effect of operation

Hearing better 
Hearing worse 
Hearing the ume 
Don't know

Total males

Heaihig belter 
Hearing worse 
llean.ig the sante 
Don’t knots

Total females

Hearing better 
Hearing worse 
Hearing the same 
Don't knou

Total persons

Ear operated on

Left only 
Right only 
Both ears

Total males

Left only 
Right only 
Both ears

Total females

Left only 
Right only 
Both ears

Total persons

15

TABLE 7. PERSONS WHO HAVE HAD AN OPERATION TO HELP HEARING ; 
EFFECT OF OPERATION, BY AGE. BY SEX

COOO)

Age group

15-24 
years

25-44 
years

45-64 
years

MALES

•1.4

•1.0

*2.5

•1.5

4.7

3.9

•2.5

TABLE 8.

¡5-24

•1.1

•1.9
*1.4
♦1.4

•3.0
•2.2
•1.9

3.9

4.0

S.6

5.3 
*0.9 
•2.9

9.J

9.3
•1.5
6.9

17.9

65 years 
and over

Total persons

(number/ (per cent/

b.fl
•1.8
4.2

•2.4
•1.0
*2.7

14.5
3.4

11.8

47.3
11.3
39.3

I JO 6.0 JOO ¡00.0

EFMALtS

8.8
•1.0
•3.2

U.J

PERSONS

15.6
•2.8
7.3

26.3

6.0

8.7

8.3
•1.2
4.9

14.7

22.7
*2.2
9.9

•1.2

63.0
*6.1
27.5 
•3.4

J6.0

37.1
5.6

21.7 
•1.6

66.0

PERSONS WHO HAVE HAD AN OPERATION TO HELP HEARING ; 
EAR OPERATED ON, BY AGE, BY SEX

COOO)

Age group

¡00.0

56.2
8.5

32.9
•2.4

100.0

25-44 45-64 
years

MALES

65 years 
and over

Total persons

(number/ (per cent/

*2.1
*1.8

5.3
*3.2

3.6
*1.6
*0.8

13.9
9.8
6.3

46.3
32.7
21.0

8.6

4.7 
•2.7 
•1.8

9.5
4.8
3.6

17.9

/3.0 6.0 30.0 ¡00.0

El MALES

5.9
4.9

•2 6

/3.3

PERSONS

1Ü.3
10.2
5.8

26.3

*2.7
*2.9

15.2
12.0
8.8

42.2
33.3
24.4

8.7

6.3
4.5
3.9

14.7

36.0

29.1
21.7
15.2

66.0

JOO.O

44.1
32.9
23.0

100.0
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TABLE 9. PERSONS WHO HAVE A HEARING PROBLEM : 
WHETHER THEY HAVE EVER POSSESSED A HEARING AID. BY ACE, BY SEX 

('000)

roup

Pt>ssestion of a hearing aid
1524 
years

25^44 
years

45 64 
years

65 years 
and over

Total partons

(number} (per cent}

MALES

Never possessed a hearing aid 
Possessed an aid. but not now 
Possess a hearing aid

18.7

*2.4

100.1
*1.0

5.7

175.3
*2.0
24.3

81.8
*2.4
47.1

375.9
5.5

79.5

81.6
1.2

17.2

Tot''' tniles 2J.3 106.7 201.6 131.3 460.9 100.0

I EMALES

Never possessed a lieanng aid 
Possessed an aid. but not now 
Possess a hearing aid

18.7

•1.7

55.7
•1.4

5.0

77.5 
*3.2
15.6

72.8
*3.0
51.8

224.7
8.2

74.2

73.2
2.7

24.1

Total /emalcs 62.1 96.4 127.6 307.1 100.0

PERSONS

Never |>osscssed a hearing aid 
Possessed an aid. but not now 
Possess a iwaring aid

37 4
•0.8

4.1

155.8
*2.3
10.7

252.9
5.2

39.9

154.6
5.4

98.9

600.6
13.8

153.6

78.2
1.8

20.0

Total persons 42.4 168.9 297.9 258.9 768.0 100.0

TABLE la PERSONS WHO HAVE A HEARING PROBLEM : WHETHER THEY HAVE EVER POSSESSED 
A HEARING AID, BY STATES, BY SEX 

(000)

Possession of a hearing aid N.S. W. Tic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tas. N.T. Aust.

MALES

Never possessed a bearing aid 
Possessed an aid. but not now 
Possess a hearing aid

132.9
*1.3
26.3

91.2

19.1

66.1 
•1.1 
12.3

35.2 
*0.7
10.2

33.7
*1.1
8.0

9.7
*0.4
2.9

2.6 4.5 375.9
5.5

79.5

Total males 160.5 ¡10.9 79.5 46.2 42.8 13.0 4.9 460.9

I'EMALES

Never (xissessed a hearing aid 
Possessed an aid. but not now 
Possess a hearing aid

81.4 
*3.2 
24.8

55.8 
*2.6
21.2

31.»

12.7

19.0
*0.9
6.5

20.0 
*0.5

6.1

6.3

2.4

•1.5 2.9

•0.6

224.7
8.2

74.2

Total females 109.4 79.6 51.1 26.5 26.5 8.8 *1.7 307.1

PERSONS

Never possessed a hearing aid 
Possessed an aid, but not now 
Possess a hearing aid

214.3
4.5

51.1

147.0 
*3.2 
4Ü.3

103.9 
*1.8
25.0

54.2
•1.7
16.7

53.6
*1.6
14.1

16.0
*0.6

5.3

4.2 7.4

0.7

600.6
13.8

153.6

Total persons 269.9 190.4 130.7 72.7 69.3 21.9 4.8 8.4 768.0



TABLE It.
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PERSONS WHO HAVE A HEARING PROBLEM BUT HAVE NEVER POSSESSED A HEARlNc; AID : 
REASON FOR NOT OBTAINING AN AID. BY AGE AND SEX 

(’000)

Age group

Reason for not obtaining an aid
1524 
years

25-44 
years

45-64 
years

65 years 
and over

Total persons

Males Females (number/ (per cent/

Hearing not bad enough
Aid would not help
Aid a nuisance/uneomforlable/appearance
Cotts associated with aid
Other(a)

27.2 
•3.5

5.6

112.5
16.5
3.6
4.3

19.0

174.0
27.4
11.8
10.7
29.0

93.2
15.9
11.6
11.3
22,5

257.9
40.6
18.0
16.0
43.4

148.8
22.7
9.6

10.7
32.9

406.8
63.3
27.6
26.7
76.3

67.7
10.5
4.6
4.4

12.7

Total persons 37.4 155.8 252.9 154.6 375.9 224.7 600.6 100.0

(a) “Other' includes persons who are In the proceu of obtaining an aid. waiting to receive medical treatment, or have never bothered to aet an 
aid.

TABLE 12. PERSONS WHO HAVE A HEARING PROBLEM BUT HAVE NEVER POSSESSED A HEARING AID j 
EAR AFFECTED, BY AGE, BY SEX 

(’000)

Age group

15-24 
years

25-44 
years

45-64 
years

65 years 
and over

Total persons

(number/ (per cent/

MALES

Both ears att'ecled 
left worse 
right worse 
equal in both

Left ear only 
Right ear only 
Don’t know

5.1
6.2
4.1

•2.2

6.2

24.7
31.3
22.9
10.6

15.4
11.5
48.8
38.7
33,3
27.7

8.0
3.6

26.4
16.9
13.6
13.3

30.3
19.9

105.1
93.0
73.9
53.8

8.1
5.3

28.0
24.7
19.6
14.3

Total males ¡8.7 ¡00.1 J 75.3 8/.8 375.9 J 00.0

EtMALES

Both ears affected - 
left worse 
right worse 
equal in both

Left ear only 
Right ear only 
Don’t know

*3.3
8.1
3.8

*2.5

*2.9
8.1

21.5
14.5
4.7

4.6
13.7
24.7
21.7
7.7

6.0
4.4

19.5
17.7
12.0
13.2

15.9
12.1
44.6
72.0
51.9
28.1

5.4 
19.8 
32.0 
23.1 
12.5

Total females 18.7 55.7 77.5 72.8 224.7 lOO.O

PERSONS

Both ears affected 
left worse 
right worse 
equal in both

Left ear only 
Right ear only 
Don’t know

*0.8
8.4

14.3
7.9

10.3
7.1

32.9
52.8
37.4
15.3

20.5
16.1
62.5
63.4
55.0
35.4

14.1
8.0

45.9
34.6
25.6
26.5

46.2
32.0

149.7
165.1
125.8
81.9

7.7
5.3

24.9
27.5
20.9
13.6

Total persons 37.4 155.8 252.9 154.6 600.6 100.0
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TABLF 13. PERSONS WHO HAVE A HEARING PROBLEM BUT HAVE NEVER-------------------------------- --POSSESSED A HEARINf; AID:
REASON FOR NOT OBTAINING AN AID, BY EAR AFFECTED

COOO)

Both ears affected

Beason for not ohtaining an aid
left right equal 

in both
left 
only

right 
only

don 'I 
know

Total persons

(number/ fper cent)

Hearing not bad enough
Aid would not help
Aid a nuisance/uncoinlortablc/appearance
Costs associated with aid
Other(a)

22 1 
6.6 

*3.2 
3.9 

10.2

17.3
4.5 

*1.8 
•2.8
5.6

102.6
15.2
8.0
7.0

17.0

112.1
17.6
7.9
6.5

20.9

86.5
17.0
3.7
4.9

13.6

66.2
*2.3
*3.0
•1.6

8.9

406.8
63.3
27.6
26.7
76.3

67.7
10.5
4.6
4.4

12.7

Total persons 46.2 32.0 149.7 165.0 125.8 81.9 600.6 100.0

ald*"’ •" «•««» '««ive medici tre.lmenl or h.ve never bothered to get .n

TABLE 14. PERSONS WHO HAVE A HEARING PROBLEM BUT HAVE NEVER POSSESSED A HEARING AID : 
EXTENT OF HEARING PROBLEM, BY AGE. BY SEX 

 ('0001

/Ijfc gntufi

Extent of hearing pnihlein
15-24 
years

25-44 
years

4.5-64 65 years 
and over

Total persons

(number} (per cent)

MALI'S

Hearing a problem 
most of the time 
some of the time 
hardly ever

•2.9

4,4

12.0
72-1
16.0

31.8
122.2
21.3

22.9
51.6

7.3

69.6
257.3
49.0

18.5
68.5
13.0

Total males 18.7 100.1 175.3 81.8 375.9 100.0

1

I Í MALES

Hearing a problem 
most of the time 
some of the lime 
hardly ever

*2.1
13.8
*2.7

5.4
39.7
10.6

12.0
53.8
11.8

17 1 
44.8 
10.9

ib.S
152.2 
36.0

16.3
67.7
16.0

roZfl/ females ¡8.7 55.7 77.5 72.8 100.0

PERSONS

Hearing a problem 
most of the time 
some of the time 
hardly ever

5.0
25.3

7.1

17.3
111.8
26.6

43.8
176.0
33.1

40.0
96,4
18.2

106.2
409.5

85.0

17.7
68.2
14.2

Total persons 155.8 252.9 154.6 600.6 100.0
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TABLE 15. PERSONS WHO HAVE A HEARING PROBLEM BUT HAVE NEVER POSSESSED 
WHEN FIRST HAD A HEARING PROBLEM, BY AGE. BY SEX 

(’000)

HEARIN(i AID :

Ajr group

When first had a hearing problem years
25-44 
years

45-64 
years

65 years 
and over

Total pertons

(number) (per cent)

MALES

Leu than 5 years ago
5 years to ku than 10 years ago
10 years lo less than 20 years ago
20 years to less than 30 years ago
30 years or more ago 
Don't know

8.2
4.9
4.8

36.8
25.5
19.2
10.5
6.7

60.5
45.6
25.4
12.2
28.3
•3.3

30.0
21.7
11.4
5.8

10.7
•2.1

135.5
97.7
60.9
29.0
45.7

7.0

36.0
26.0
16.2

12.2
1.9

Total males 18.7 100.1 I7S.J 81.8 37S.9 100.0

IKMALES

Leu than 5 years ago 
5 years to less than 10 years ago 
10 years to less than 20 years ago 
20 years to lee*, than 30 years ago 
30 years or more ago 
Don't know

6.4
3.7

•1.4

19.3
10.2
11.8
8.6
5.8

30.1
16.4
10.5
6.2

13,5 
•0.9

34.5
16.7

8.1
*2.9
8.4

•2.1

90.2
47.0
37.5
19.2
27.7
•3.2

40.1
20.9
16.7
8.5

12.3
•1.4

Total fetnales 18.7 5S.7 77.5 72.8 lOO.O

PERSONS

Leu (han 5 years ago 
5 years to kss than 10 years ago 
10 years to leu than 20 years ago 
20 years to less than 30 years ago 
30 years or more ago
Don't know

14.6
K.6

II.9 
•2.0

56.1
35.7
31.0
19.1
12.4 
•1.5

90.6
62.0
35.9
18.4
41.9

4.2

64.5
38.4
19.6
8.7

19.2

225.7
144.7
98.4
48.2
73.5
10.2

37.6
24.1
16.4
8.0

12.2
1.7

Total persons 37.4 IS5.8 252.9 154.6 600.6 100.0

TABLE 16. PERSONS WHO HAVE HEARING PROBLEM AND PREVIOUSLY POSSESSED A HEARING AID :
EXTENT OF HEARING PROBLEM. BY SEX 

 (’000)

Extent of hearing problem Males Eemales Persons

Hearing a problem 
most of the time 
some of the time 
hardly ever

*2.3
*2.4
*0.8

3.4 5.7
6.5

•1.5

Total persons 5.5 8.2 13.7
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TABLE 17, PERSONS WHO POSSESS A HEARING AID : WHEN MOST RECENT AID OBTAINED 
BY AGE, BY SEX

_____________ (*000)

Affgrcup

Wlu n mtnt rt'ccnt aid obtained
15 44 
vears

45M 
ynrs

65 years 
and over

Total perMfU

(numberf (per cent/

MALIS

Leis than 6 months ago
6 months to leu than 2 years ago
2 years to less than 5 years ago
5 years or more ago

•2.7
•2.8
•1.4

•3.2
6.9
9.4
4.8

1.1
13.0
15.4
11.0

12.1
22.6
27.6
17.2

Total tnalet

15.3
28.4
34.7
21.6

HI 47/ 79.5 100.0

I l MALLS

U*u than 6 months ago
6 months to leu than 2 years ago
2 years to leu than 5 years ago
5 years or more ago

•0.8
•2.2

•1.9

3.9
5.8
4.6

5.6
15.2
17.9

7.8 
21.3 
25 6 
19.5

Total/finales

10.5
28.7
34.5
26.3

li.8 /5.6 51.8 74.2 ¡00.0

Pl RSONS

Less than 6 months ago
6 nHinths to less than 2 years ago
2 years to less than 5 years ago
5 years or more ago

*2.0
4.8

*3.3

4.6
10.9
15.1
9. .3

13.3
28.2
33..3
24.1

19.9
43.9
53.1
36.7

13.0
28.6
34.6
23.9

Total persons 14.9 39.9 98.9 153.6 100.Ü

TAB’, t 18. PERSONS WHO POSSESS A HEARINt; AID ! HOW OFTEN HEARING AID IS
BY AGE, BY SI X 

(’000)

USED,

f/earinn aid use
15 44 
vears

lx« aroup

45 64 65 i rflrj 
and over

Total persons

fnumber/ (per cent/

MALIS

Mure than 8 hours a day 
4 hi 8 hours a da)
Al least once a week but less than 

4 hours a day
lx*ss than unev a week
Never use their aid

3.6 10.5
4.3

9.3
13.5

23.4
19.1

29.4
24.0

•(».9
4.6 14.11

Total /nales 8.1

*2.5

19.8
6.3

10.9
1.9

13.7

47.1 79.5 100.0

I l MALI S

Mure than 8 hours a day 
4 to 8 hours a day 
At least once a week but less than 
4 hours a day

Less than once a week 
Never use their aid

*1.5
7.2

*3.2
il.o 
12.6

27.4
17.3

36.9
23.3

Total /emales 6.8

•1.7
•0.9
•2.6

1H.4

1.1

12.6
5.9

10.9

17.0
8.0

14.7

¡5.6 51.8 74.2 ¡00.0

PERSONS

More than 8 hours a day
4 Io 8 houn a day
At least once a week but less than 
4 hours a day

Less than once a week
Never use their aid

6.9
•2.7

17.7
7.5

Ih.l 
26.1

50.8
36.3

33.1
23.6

Total persons

•1.2
•2.3

6.4
•3.2

5.1

24.4
7.8

14.4

32.5
12.2
21.8

21.2
7.9

14.2

14.9 39.9 98.9 153.6 100.0
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TABLE 19. PERSONS WHO POSSEJ5S A HEARING AID : EXTENT OF HEARING PROBLEM 
WITHOUT USE OF AID, BY AGE. BY SEX 

(‘000)

Aft group

Extent of hearing 
problem without use of aid

Í5-44 
years

45 64 
years ami over

Tota! pertont

(number/ (per cent}

MALES

Hearing a problem - 
most of the time if aid not used 
some of the time if aid not used 
hardly ever if aid not used

3.9
3.5

15.2
8.3 

•O.d

27 2 
17 4 
•2.5

46 3
29.2
4.0

58 2
36.7

5.0

Total /nales 8.1 24. J 79. S too.o

I EMALES

Hearing a problem - 
most of the time if aid not used 
some of the lime if aid not used 
hardly ever if aid not used

•1.9
11.0 31.2

18.3
46.8
24.2 
•3.2

63.1
32.6

Total females 6.8 ¡5.6 5t.8 74.2 ¡00.0

PERSONS

ifearing a problem
most of the lime if aid not used 
some of the time if aid not used 
hardly ever if aid not used

8.6
5.4

•11.9

26.1
12.3
•1.4

58.4
35.7
4.8

93.1
53.4

60.6
34.8
4.6

Total person* 14.9 39.9 98.9 153.6 100.0

TABLE 2a PERSONS WHO POSSESS A HEARING AID : EXTENT Ol HEARING PROBLEM 
WITHOUT USE OF AI[\BY HOW OFTEN AID IS USED

(’000)

Hearing aid use

Extent of hearing 
problem without use of aid

More than 8 
hours a day

4 to 8 
hours a day

At least once 
a week fa}

Less than 
once a week

Never use 
their aid

Total persons

(number/ (per cent}

Hearing a problem - 
most of the time if aid not used 
some of the time if aid not used 
hardly ever if aid not used

44.2
6.1

21.1
14.5

12.5
18.5 
•1.5

4.3
6.2

11.0
8.1 

•2.7

93.1
53.4

60.6
34.8
4.6

Total persons 50.8 36.3 323 12.2 21.8 153.6 100.0

(a) but less than 4 hours a day.

TABLE 21. PERSONS WHO POSSESS A HEARING AID : WHEN FIRST HAD A HEARING PROBLEM 
BY AGE 
(’000)

/l/fi group

When first had a hearing problem
J5-44 
years

45-64 65 years 
and over

Total persons

(number/ (per cent}

Less than 5 years ago 
5 years to less than 10 years ago 
10 years to less than 20 years ago 
20 years to less than 30 years ago 
30 years or more ago

•1.8

5.4
3.4

•3.0

4.6
6.4
7.5
6.2

14 9

22.0
23.8
21.9
9.4

21.0

28.4
30.9
34.8
19.0
39.0

18.5 
20.1
22.7
12.4 
25-4

Total persons (a) 14.9 39.9 98.9 153.6 100.0

(a) Includes 1,640 person* who currently possess a hearing aid but did not know when they Orsl had trouble hearing.
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TABLE 22. PERSONS WHO POSSESS A HEARING AID : PRICE OF MOST RECENT AID BY AGE 
COOO)

Age group

Price o/ moil recent eld (S/
15-44 
years

45-64 
years

65 years 
end over

Total pertons

(number/ (per cent/

0 30
31 100

6.6 13.5

101 200
201 - 300
301 - 400
401 SOO

•0.9
•2.1
4.3

SOO or more

4.0
5.3
7.7
6.6

•1.8

57.6 
•1.9 

5.6
10.7

7.6

17.8
•3.0
10.6
18.0
23.3
14.8

50.6
•2.0
6.9

15.2
9.6
4.0

Total peraona 39.9 98.9 153.6 100.0

TABLE 23. PERSONS WHO POSSESS A HEARING AID : WHEN MOST RECENT AID OBTAINED.8Y PRICE 
COOO)

Price o/ aid ($/

When most recent aid obtained 0-30 31-100 101-200 20J-300 301-AOO 401-500
500 

or more

Total persons

(number/ (per cent/

Less than 6 months atjo
6 months to less than 2 years ago
2 years to less than 5 years ago
5 years or more

12.8 
20.6
25.8 
18.5 *1.2

*0.9
4.4
6.9
5.9

*2.9
6.6
9.3
4.4

*1.9
8.Ü

•1.6

*1.0
•2.3
*2.5

19.9
43.9
53.1
36.7

13.0
28.6
34.6
23.9

Total persona 77.8 •3.0 10.6 18.0 23.3 14.8 6.1 IS3.6 100.0

TABLE 24. PERSONS WHO POSSESS A HEARING AID : NUMBER OF AIDS EVER POSSESSED, 
BY ACE,BY SEX

 COOO)

Age group

Number of aids
15-44 45-64 

years
65 years 
and over

Total persons

(number/ (per cent/

MALES

Only one aid possessed now ~ 
only ever possessed present aid 
at least one other aid possessed previously

Possess more than one aid now

*2.5

•2.4
6.5

28.4
10.9
7.8

44.6
20.5
14.4

56.1
25.8
18.1

Total males 8.1 24.3 47.1 79.5 lOO.O

FEMALES

Only one aid possessed now - 
only ever possessed present aid 
at least one other aid possessed previously

Possess more than one aid now

3.9
*1.2
*1.7

8.3
5.Ü

*2.3

28.4
13.6
9.8

40.6
19.8
13.8

54.7
26.1
18.6

Total females 6.8 15.6 51.8 74.2 100.0

PERSONS

Only one aid possessed now — 
only ever possessed present aid 
at least one other aid possessed previously

Possess more than one aid now

6.4 22.0
11.5
6.5

56.8
24.5
17.5

85.1
40.3
28.1

55.4
26.2
18.3

Total peraona 14.9 39.9 98.9 153.6 100.0
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TABLE 25. PERSONS WHO USE A HEARING AID (a) : TYPE OF AID (b),BY AGE,BY SEX 
(•000)

Age group

Type of aid (b}
15-44 
years

45-64 
years

65 years 
and over

Total pertons

(number/ (per cent/

MALIS

Body aid
All in the ear aid 
Behind the ear aid 
Aid attached to spectacles

5.1

•2.0
4.0 

13.1 
•2.6

9.4
23.8
•2.4

7.0
14.2
42.1

5.3

10.2
20.7
61.4

Total males 6.9 21.S 39.9 6S.6 /OO.O

I'i MALI S

Ilody aid 
All in the ear aid 
lleliind the ear aid 
Aid attached to spectacles

*1.0

3.5

•0.8
•2.9

8.1
•1,2

3.8
11.2
24.8
4.8

5.7 
14.8 
36.4

6.5

9.0
23.4
57.5
10.3

Total females S.6 13.1 44.6 63.3 lOO.O

PERSONS

Body aid
All in the >*ar aid 
Behind the ear aid 
Aid attached to spectacles

*1.8
*1.5
8.6

*2.8
6.9

21.2
3.9

8.1 
20.6 
48.6

7.2

28.9
78.4 
I 1.8

9.6
21.9
59.5
9.0

Total persons 12.6 34.8 84.4 131.8 100.0

(a) Excludes 21.800 persons who possess a hearing aid hut reported never using it. (b) If a person uses more than one type of aid. the type oi 
aid used most often was recorded.

TABLE 26. PERSONS WHO USE A HEARING AID (a) : EAR ON WIUCH AID WORN,BY TYPE OF 
AlDfbLBY SEX 

fOOO)

Ear Oil which aid worn Body aid

r>’pe of aid (h/

.4// in the 
ear aid

Behind the 
ear aid

Aid attached 
to spectacles

Total persons

(number/ (per cent/

MALIS

Left only 
Right only 
Both ears at once

3.4
•3.3

5.4
8.2

19.0
19.2
3.8

•2.(1
•1.3
*2.0

29.9
32.2

6.5

43.6
46.9

9.5

Total inales 7.0 14.2 68.6 100.0

lEMALES

Left only 
Right only 
Both cars al once

*2.7
•2.7

7.0 
6.4

17.1
16.9 
•2.3

*2.1
*1.9

29.2
28.0

6.0

46.2
44.3

9.5

Total females 14.8 36.4 6.5 63.3 100.0

PERSONS

Left only 
Right only 
Both ears at once

6.2
6.0

12.4
14.6 
•1.9

36.1
36.2

6.1

4 5
3.4
3.9

59.1
60.2
12.5

44.8
45.7

9.5

Total persons 12.7 28.9 78.4 11.8 131.8 liXXO

(a) Excludes 21.800 persons who possess s hearing aid but reported never using it. (b) If a person uses more than one type of aid. the type of 
aid used most often was recorded.
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TABLE 27. PERSONS WHO NO LONGER USE A HEARING AID (a): REASON AIL JOT USEfXBY SEX 
(*000)

Total pertons

Reaaon aid not used h^les Females (number/ (per cent/

Hearing improved
Aid noisy
Aid unreliable
Aid did not help
Aid a nuttance/unvomforiable/appearance
Costs awociated with aid
Other(bl

4.0
3.6

•1.5

4.9

4.0

3.h

3.9
7.5

5.0

7.6

•1.8 
8.3

12.4 
•0.8
9.1

15.9
16.1 
•3.8

19.0

Total perams 22.7 25.1 47.8 100.0

26. i

one now at well aa persona who potseaa an aidhut uae it leu than
Í*" •" P"“«“ "°w •• well penon. who poueu .n .id

n.w “d ,h", hZÍ.'ÍS'"' “ ■ ““ "" °“*”""*’ •" "'"P“* “f *

TABLE 28. PERSONS WHO NO LONGER USE A HEARING AID (a) : REASON AID NOT USEUBY 
EAR AFFECTED

_ _________________ (’OOOi

Reo»fn aid not used
Both ears 
affected

One ear only 
affected

Total persons (c/

(number/ (per cent/

Hearing improved
Aid noisy
Aid unreliable
Aid did not help
Aid a nuisance/uncomloriable/appearance
Costs associated with aid
Other(b)

•2.4
4.7 •2.9

Total persons

5.4
6.7

5.3

26.1

•2.9

3.5

7.6
7.7 

•1.8
8,3 

12.4 
*0.8
9.1

15.9 
16.1 
•3.8 
17.4 
26.1
•1.7 
19.0

20J 47.8 100.0

(a) Comprises persons who have trouble hearing and have possessedbo P““'“'!' *" "'J P“l “»"'I PP»««« '»ne now „ well who p.,...» .idbut UK II Ini than once a week or never, (b) Includn petsoni who only uie their aid on ipeci.l occaaiuni who are in Ihe oroceaa of ohtainin. . 
new aid. lu have lost their hearing aid. <c) •Total- includea 1.200 penona who did not know which ear w.a affected.
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TABLE 29. PERSONS j WHETHER HEARINC; TESTED IN THE tJ^ST FIVE YEARS,BY AGE,BY SEX 
(’000)

Age group

15-24 
years

2544 
years

4564 
years

65 years 
and over

Total persons

(number) (per cent)

MALIS

Hearing lesied in last five years 
Hearing not tested in last five years 
Don’t know

259.5
918.4

50.4

382.9
1.535.4

50.4

251.6
1,112.5

28.7

93.2
420.0

7.1

987.2
3,986.4

136.7

19.3
78.0

2.7

Total males 1.228 4 1.968.7 1.392.8 520.4 5.110.3 100.0

li-MALLS

Hearing tested in last live years 
Hearing not tested in bst five years 
Drsn’i know

246.0
928.4

40.6

I73.I
1,735.4

19 3

123.0
1,250.8

14.4

91.7
585.0

7.5

633.8
4,499.6

81.7

12.2
86.3

1.6

Total f emales 1,215.0 1.927.8 1.388.2 684.2 5.215.2 100.0

PI RSONS

Hearing tested in bst five years 
Hearing not tested in last live years 
Don’t know

505.5
1.846.8

91.0

556.0
3,270.8

69.7

374.6
2.363.3

43.1

185.0
1.005.0

14.6

1.621.1
8,486.0

218.4

15.7
82.2

2.1

Total persons 2.443.3 3.896.S 2,781.0 1,204.6 10,325.5 100.0

TABLE 30. PERSONS : WHETHER HEARING TESTED IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS,BY STATES,BY SEX 
(’000)

Vi. IV. r/f. S.A. W.A. Tas. N.T. Aust.

MALLS

Hearing tested in last five years 
Hearing noi tested in bst five years 
IXsn’t know

339.8
1,412.6

43.2

271.4 
l.OSt.O

119.6
643.3

16.1

102.6
360.5

8.6

92.2
330.7

17.4

33.9
107.9

5.8

U.S
27.0

3.0

16.2
53.3 
*1.2

987.2
3.986.4

136.7

Total males 1.795.5 1.363 8 779.1 471.7 440.4 147.6 41.5 70.7 5.110.3

I EMAI LS

Hearing tested in bst five years 
Hearing not tested in last five years 
Don’t know

239.5
1,590.1

26.8

169.6
1,207.8

23.5

72.0
708.0

8.4

61.8
409.9

8.7

53.8
373.0

8.7

19.4
I26.S

3.0

6.0
24.1

2.0

11.8 
60.2 
•0.7

633.8
4.499.6

81.7

Total females 1.856.3 1.400.8 788.3 480.4 435.5 148.8 72.8 5.215.2

PERSON.S

Hearing tested in last five years 
Hearing not tested in last flve years 
Don’t know

579.3
3.002.6

69.9

441.0
2.258.8

64.9

191.6
1.351.3

24.5

164.5
770.4

17.3

I46.Ü
703.8
26.1

53.2
234.4

8.8

17.5
SI.I

5.0

28.0
113.6

1.9

1.621.1
8,486.0

218.4

Total persons 3,651.8 2,764.7 1,567.4 952.1 875.8 296.4 73.7 143.5 10,325.5
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PERSONS WHO HAVE HAD HEARING TESTED IN LAST FIVE 
TYPE OF TEST,BY AGE, BY SEX 

(DOO)

YEARS t

Aff group

25.24 
years

25-44 
years

45-64 
.»■«•an

65.*>«n 
and over

Total pertvnt

(numbtrf fpcr cent/

H^l I S

Hearing tested with machine using headphones 
Headphones not used when hearing tested 
Don’t know

130.7
90.3
38.5

206.3
114.0
62.6

144 I
65.8
41.7

53.7
23.7
15.9

534.8
293.8
158.7

Total males

54.2
29.8
16.1

259.5 Jfl2.9 251.6 9J.2 9g7.2 100.0

n MALI S

Hearing tested with machine using headphones 
Headphones not used when hearii^! tested 
Don’t know

117.0
102.3
26.7

1(81.8
64.1

8.2

82.9
31.0

9.1

55.5

Total females

356.2
222.3
55.3

56.2
35.1

8.7

246.0 173.1 ¡230 91.7 633.8 ¡00.0

PERSONS

Hearing tested with machine using headphones 
Headphones not used when hearing tested 
IXm’l know

247.8
192.6
65.2

307.1
178 I
70.8

227.0
96.8
50.8

109.1
48.6

891.0
516.1
214.0

Total persons

55.0
31.8
13.2

505.5 556.0 374.6 I «5.0 1.621.1 100.0

TABLE 32. PERSONS WHO HAVE HAD IIEARINO- .........    TEISTED IN LAST E'lVE YEARS •
TYPE CM TEST, BY STATES, BY SEX *

('000)

A'.S. H*. he. Qld W./1. Tas. NT Aust.

MALES

Hearing tested with machine using headpht 
Headphones not used when hearing tested 
Dtm’t know

tones 162.4
119.1
58.2

146.5
79.2
45.7

67.6
33.9
18.2

66.5
22.5
13.6

58.9
21.3
12.0

17.2
9.9
6.7

6.8 8.8

•1.5
Total moles

534.8
293.8
158.7

339.8 271.4 1196 102.6 92.2 33 9 16.2 987.2

I-I-MALES

Hearing tested with machine using headphones 
Headphones not used when hearing tested 
Don’t know

105.7
22.5

99.4
54,8
15.3

46.8
19.9
5..1 4 9

35.7
14.5
3.5

9.6
6.9
2.8

2.5

Total females

b.h

•0.8

356.2
222,3
55.3

239.5 ¡69.6 72.0 61.8 53.8 194 6.0 11.8 633.8

PERSONS

Hearing tested with machine using headphones 
Headphones not used when hearing tested 
Don’t know

273.8
224.1.
80.7

245.9
134,0
61.0

114.4
53.7
23.5

109.8
36.2
18.5

94.6
35.8
15.5

26.9
16 8
9.6

10.2
5.7

•1.6

15.4
9.1
3.5

Total persons

891.0
5)6.1
214.0

579.3 441.0 191.6 164.5 146.0 53.2 173 28.0 1,621.1
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TUCHNICAL NOTE

Estimation procedure

Eslimates derived from the population survey 
are obtained by using a complex ratio estimation 
prcK'edure. which ensures that (he survey ei(ima(es 
conform to an independently estimated distribution of 
the population by age and sex. rather than (o the age 
and sex distribution within the sample itself.

Reliability of the estimates
2. Since the estimates in this publication are based 
on information obtained from occupants of a sample of 
dwellings they are subject to umpling vanabdity; that is. 
they may differ from the figures that would have been 
produced if all dwellings had been included in the 
survey. One measure of tlie likely difference is given by 
the standani em»r. which indicates tlw ’xtent to which 
an estimate might have varied by vbaiKC because only . 
sample of dwellings was included. There are about two

a

chances in three that a sample estimate will differ by less 
than one standard error front the Tigure that would have 
been obtained if all dwellings had been itKluded. and 
about runeteen chances in twenty that the diffeience 
will be less than two standard errors.

3. Space does not allow for the separate indication 
of the standard error of all estimates in (his pub u ation.

A table of standard errors for general application it given 
below. These figures will not give a precise measure of 
Ilie standard error of a particular estimate hut they will 
provide an indication of its magnitude. An exam^e of 
the calculation and use of standard errors is as follows 
TabU I shows that the estimated number of males in 
the IS to 24 year age group repurting (rouble hearing in 
Australia is 21..KX). From the (able below it will be seen 
(hat the estimate Isas a standard error of abo«.* 2,000 
and therefore (here are about (wo chances in thrc thai 
the value that would have been produced if all dwellings 
had been irwluded in the survey will fall within (he range 
W..100 to 23..100 and about nineteen chances in twenty 
that the value will fall within the lanM 17.300 to 
25..100.

4 As the standard errors in the table show, rhe
snulkr rhf cstiffute the higher is the relative stantianJ 
erntr. Very snull estimates would thus be subject lo 
such high standard errors (relative to (he si/e of (he 
esliniatel as (o detract seriously from their value for 
most reasonable uses. In (he tables in (his publication, 
esiinitftes belou- the levels show« in the (able below have 
n*»i been shown. Although figures f*»r these unall 
components can in some c.ises be derived by stditraction. 
they should fH»t be regarded as reliable.

TABLF A - STANDARD KKRORS OF tSTIMATES

Sise ttj t-ttiineie .\.SW. t k JUhL H* I

tmmbt-r

250 
5(H» 
750 

l.(MN> 
I3U0 
2.(Km) 
2.5(m» 
3.««« 
3J<M» 
4.(UNI 
4.5(Ml 
S.iMMI 
6.INMI 

HMMM) 
2(MM)O 
5«.(NM) 

KMMNM» 
2O«,(NMI 
3(NMNN> 
5<H),(MNI 

I.OOO.IKN) 
3.O««.(KN) 
S.OOO.OtM»

^<T trttf 
of ctliate

490 
600 
7<NI 
7M<I 
850 
920 
«80 

1.00« 
1,10« 
1.200 
1.500 
2,(MK) 
3.(88) 
3.9(81 
5.(88) 
5 8*8» 
6.900 
8.50 

10,(88)

5(N) 
61« 
70« 
7»« 
K5« 
91« 
960 

i.rNN> 
1.10« 
i .2(K) 
I.4<H) 
I.9(M) 
2.7tM) 
3.5IM) 
4.4{M» 
5.000 
5.80« 
7.000 
8.4(N)

36« 
410 
5(8) 
57« 
63«
690 
740 
780 
82« 
86«
930 

1.218) 
1.5(8) 
2.2(8» 
2.8(8» 
3.60« 
4.10«
4,8(8» 
5.9(»O

250 
3(8» 
34(»
410 
460
510 
550
590 
620 
650 
68« 
734» 
9(8»

l.2<8» 
1.6(8) 
2.1(8) 
2.6(8)
2.9(8» 
3,3(8»

240 
290 
34(» 
410 
460
510 
560 
590 
6)0 
660
690 
75«
920

1.2(81 
1.7(8» 
2.1(8» 
2.6(8) 
2.9(81
3.3(8)

INO 
22« 
250 
3(8) 
340 
(NO 
410 
4.8» 
460 
480 
.5(81 
5.8) 
640 
KIO 

1.1(8) 
I.3U0 
1.5(8)

25« 
3«« 
34« 
41« 
47« 
51« 
55« 
59« 
62« 
65« 
6M(t 
74« 
91« 

l.2(MI 
I.70U

25« 
3(8» 
33« 
39« 
440 
480 
51« 
<40 
56« 
59« 
61« 
65« 
75« 
91«

1,1(8» 
1.3(8)

3W2 
4Sn 
56«» 
6$(i 
73« 
MM» 
MAO 
92« 
97« 

t.fMMI 
I.KMI 
I JIM»

2.9IN» 
3.9<M» 
S.KMI 
A.fHMI 
7.2«« 
9.10«

11 .(NNI 
IS.tMMI

50.9
44.7
37.0
32.3
29.«
26.5

23.« 
21.6
20.« 
IK.« 
140 
10.0

5-S 
3.9 
26 
2.0

0.9
0.6
(».3


