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The pre s ent s tudy wa s carried out a t  the reque s t  of the New Guinea 
Re search Unit of  the Aus tra l ian  Na t iona l Un iver s i ty whi ch prov ided a 
v i s it ing f e l l owship and var iou s  fac i l i t ie s . The d a t a  were c o l l e c ted  
in t he f ie ld between De cember 1 9 67 and May 1 9 68 .  Other a spec t s  o f  
int e r - t r iba l r e l a t ionships  enterta ined by the Maenge peop le  are d i s ­
cu s s ed e l s ewhere  ( s e e  Panof f  1 9 6 9 ) . 

Gra t e fu l  a cknowledgment i s  mad e  t o  the New Gu inea Re sear ch Unit  
Comm i t t e e , par t i cu la r ly to  Dr A .  Chowning who s upp l i ed va luab l e  
compara t ive inf orma t ion thanks t o  h e r  extens ive knowledge o f  the 
peop l e s  o f  New B r i t a in . 

F or fa c i l it i e s  in the f ie ld , e s pe c i a l ly transport a t i on , I w i s h  t o  
thank Me s sr s  A . M .  Bot t ri l l ,  C .  But che r , J .  Ha rr i s on - Br own , R .  Ke l ly ,  
W .  Muskens and Fa the r  Wh it e . For p l a nt ident i f icat i ons  thanks are d ue 
t o  Me s s r s  Wome r s ley , Henty and Coode , Department o f  F or e s t s ,  Lae . A s  
f o r  the he l p  g iven me b y  inf ormant s ,  t oo numer ous  t o  b e  c i ted  here , 
e a ch of  the f o l l owing page s w i l l  show how much I am indeb ted . 

ix 





' Once upon a t ime there wa s a b ig mounta in c a l led Lituvo lau s t and i ng 
in t he centre o f  the Sulka c ountry where she wa s b orn . It s o  happened 
tha t s he quarre l l ed wi t h  ne ighbour ing mounta ins and h i l l s  who were in­
carna t ions o f  ev i l  s p ir it -be ing s . l They quarre l led and quarre l led and 
f ina l ly she d e c ided  to leave he r p l a c e  a l toge the r , s o  a s  to  s hun tho s e  
unp lea sant ne ighb our s .  S he s ta r t ed her way s ou thward s .  She wa lked and 
wa lked , b u t  s til l wa s w i t h in ca l l  and c ont inuous ly heard her enemie s 
grumb l i ng :  "Go furthe r , fur the r� We can s e e  you ye t and thi s s pe cta c l e  
o f f end s us . "  S o , s he proceeded ever s outhward s and event ua l ly entered 
the Maenge c ount ry . A f t e r  wa lking f or a whi l e  she rea ched the head ­
wa t e r s  o f  Ko l a i  River , a spot  s o  f a r  away from h e r  h ome tha t  her  
per s e cu t o r s  c ould  s ee her  no l onge r , in spite  o f  her he ight , 2 a nd she 
managed t o  enj oy peace a nd r e s t  in th i s  new ab od e . Eve r s ince she ha s 
l ived in the Maenge c ountry . 

Thu s , we Maenge re ce iv ed L ituvo lau , but th i s  wa s r e c ipr oca t e d  la t e r  
on , when the river S i g i l e ima t ana l e f t  our c ountry f or h e r  pre s ent p l a c e  
nea r  Poamana vi l lage which  i s  an out l ier o f  the Su lka peop le . She le ft  
for  the  very s ame rea s on as  the b ig mounta in . Look! We  re c e ived , i t  
i s  true , b u t  w e  gave t oo.' 

( To l d  by Kuenuna , Ma t ong v i l l age ) 

in  p id gin . 
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Ca l l ed ' Kwoi ' on map s , i t  i s  1 , 80 0  fee t high . 
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Introduc t ion 

Any s tudy of int e r - t rib a l  re l ations invo lves , as a p rerequisite , the 
ques tion : who is r e l ated  to whom? The ques tion is but a truism. 
To answer it fo r the Maenge , however , is not s o  easy  Ind e e d , the  de-
marc ations b e tween t rib e s  are b l urred ac c or ding 
t o  the p oint of view of the informant and the c ont ext of the c onvers a -
tion F ur thermore , among p eop l e  to whom vil l age s o l  was and 
s til l is the c oncern in a l l  vit a l  is s ue s , the very notion of 
trib e c anno t b e  t aken for We s ha l l hav e  to revert  to this 
p oint when each ins t ance of mili a l lianc e s  or trade 
expeditions invo dis t ant group s , b ut , for the time b e  , it 
s hould  be  c le ar that c are  is needed in the v arious 
p ar tner s  in int e r  trib a l  re l ations 

The Maenge , c a l l e d  Mengen ' in officia l repor t s  and map s number 
about 5 , 000 p eop l e  and are located in three Cens us Divisions:  (i) ' E as t 
Mengen 1 , ( ' Wes t Menge n 1 and ) 1 Bus h or Extended Me ngen . The 

E as t Mengen Division ' from C ap e  O rford ( 07° E) t o  Pomio 
( 1 5 1° 30 1 E ) , the A l l  the inhabit ants  of this area live 
in c oas t a l  v i l  , exc ep t for tho s e  o f  Ka lakuru and O l aipuna who are 
located  be tween half an hour and one hour ' s  wal k  inl and B ut , d e s pi te 
the officia l app e l l a t ion o f  the Division , its is not en tir e ly 
Maenge. On Waterfa l l  5 vil l ages , Kal akur u , Varo Pora , P enoi and 
Kauwa a.re exc lusiv e l y  o c c upied by Ko l peop l e and another one , Ra.nutu, 
by Tomoive ( 1  1 )  a s  a res u l t  of a res e t t l ement ec t  o f  which 
more  wil l  be s aid lat er. In addition , Tokai , a l s o  on Wat erfa l l B ay , 
c ont ains a mixed of Maenge and Tomoive whi l e  , 
inl and of P omio , is a Maenge vil l age with a s fic ant of 
Ko l migrant s 

The 1 We s t Mengen Division ' s p r e ad s  from Pomio t o  Lau ( 1 5 10 20 1 E ) . 
Here again , the inhabit ants  are coas t - dwe l l ers  excep t for tho s e  of 
Rurei , a vil dis tant from the b each by one hour s wal k  The pop u -
l ation is overwhe lmingly , but there  are s ome infi l trations of 
Mamus i  p eop le , the mos t  c onspic uous of which is the re s ett l ement 
vil l age of I re na , j us t  eas t of Unung River. 

The ' E xt ende d  Mengen Division ' is more  homogeneous s ince no re-
s e t t l ement has been a t t emp ted the re vi like Ko l a  and 
even Me l aga lve , however ,  <lisp s omewhat c omp l ex fea t ures  to  
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interac t ions be tween and Ko l .  By and large , the s e  p eop l e  who 
c al l thems e lv e s  Longueinga , sp eak a l anguage no t very d i f fe rent from 
c oas t a l  Maenge , a l though Ko l e l ements  c an eas i ly b e  found  in i t s  
voc abulary0 O n  the c ontrary , their c lan organ i s a t i on , among o ther 
cul tural  p e c u l iari t ie s , is more  akin t o  the Ko l sys tem than t o  that 
of the c oas t -dwe l le r s. 

As s hown on Map 1 ,  the s e  cens us div i s i ons  are s urrounded  by S ul ka , 
Ko l , Nakanai , Mamus i and L o t e . Al though the cens us  d ivi s ion s upp l i e s  
a c onvenient p re l iminary gri d , i t  fai l s  to  give an ac c urate acc o unt  o f  
t h e  c u l t ur a l  and l i ngui s t ic re a l i ty Not o n l y  d o  t h e  c ens us d iv i s ions 
inc lude a l i e n  e lement s , but  a l s o  they inevi t ab ly i gnore Maenge s p e akers 
l iv ing  out s ide . S uch is  the c a s e  of the inhab i t an t s  of S ampun and , 
far ther nor th -eas t ,  Lamarin and Mope , three Maenge vi l l ages int e r s p e r s e d  
among S u l ka and B aining s e t t l emen t s  I n  fac t , t h e  g r e a t  interpene tr a ­
t i on o f  the Maenge and S ul ka p e op l e  b e twee n  Cape O r ford and Owen P o in t  
l ed Laufer ( 1 9 5 5 : 3 5 ) , a ft e r  s tudying the n o t e s  l eft by the firs t 
mi s s ionar i e s  p o s t e d  in the S ul ka area , t o  d e s c r ib e  thi s margina l group 
as  ' su lkan i z ed Mengen ' .  S imi lar l y , at  the wes tern e nd o f  the Mae nge 
c ount ry mos t  inhab i t an t s  of Vairamana and Lau c an c ommunic a t e  wi th 
L o t e  and tho s e  Mamus i who l ive on the b order . To s um up , a l ong  the 
c oas t one dea l s  wi th a l ingui s t i c  c on t inuum s tr e t c hing through s uc ­
c es s ive d i a l e c t a l  s hade s  from the wes te rn s e c t i on o f  the S ul ka up t o  
the Me lkoi ; t h e  Maenge l anguage i ts e l f  und e r go ing  s l ight a l terat i ons 
in be tween . As a r e s ul t , two c oastal vi l lages 50 mi l e s  apart  unde r ­
s tand each o ther onl y  wi th great d i f fic u l ty , whi le , i f  2 0  mi l e s  away 
from e ach o th er , they s hare the s ame l anguage medium. Thi s  i s  not  
t r ue , however ,  of  the c ommunic ation be tween inland and s ea -board , s inc e 
Kol , a non-Aus t r one s ian l anguage (Chowning 19 6 9 : 7) o ffers  no s imi l ar i ­
t i e s  t o  Maenge for a few words  Though c ons idered Aus t rone s i an -
as  i s  Maenge (Chowning 1969 : in pre s  - Tomoive ('Tirnoip') s eems t o  have 

interacted wi th  it , b ut i t  had many links wi th a l anguage c lo s e  
akin t o  Maenge and now ext i nc t , tha t  of the S ao p e op l e  who l ived in the 
bush i n l and of Water fa ll B ay 

In v i ew o f  the of thi s s i t uat ion , one wi l l  recogni s e  the 
nec e s s of us ing the term when c ul t ur a l  and l ingui s t i c  features  
are examined , whi l e  the appe ' Me ngen ' s hould b e  res erved for 
re ferrin g  on ly to the admini s tra t ive d ivi s i on. 

A few i ntroduc t ory word s  may b e  s ai d  o f  the ec onomi c p ur s u i t s  o f  the 
Maenge. Al though 90 p er c e nt or s o  o f  the men have wor ked unde r  c on ­
t rac t o n  E ur op ean p l an t a t i ons  f o r  2 to  12 years , s ub s i s t ence hor t i c ul t ure  
i s  s t i l l  the  pr imary ac tivi ty  Cash c ropping (coc oa and  even c o c onut 
growi ng )  remains margina l , and so does  t emp orary emp l oyment as gener a l  
l abourers  o n  the admini s t r a t ive s tat i on . F ur thermor e , f i sh ing and 
s he l l  f i s h  c o l lec t ing  among c oas t a l  p e op le t ake only 3 or  4 hour s  a 
week . This  l ack o f  intere s t  in f i s hing i s  not ent i r e ly d ue t o  a r e ce nt 
tas te  for canned meat , s in c e , ac c or ding to  a l l  o lder  informant s , i t  
ob tained i n  pre - c on t ac t t imeso  Only was va l ue d , as  exemp l i f i ed 
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by a proverb wh ich r i d icu l ed tho s e  very few peop le who were f oo l s  
enough t o  devote a s  mu ch t ime t o  f i shing a s  t o  cu l t ivat ion . Other 
e conomic  a c t iv i t ie s , s u ch as trad ing and hand i cra f t , wi l l  be  c ons idered 
in s ome d e t a i l  la ter b e ca u s e  they we re and , t o  a le s ser  extent s t i l l  
are incent ive s to  inte r cour s e  with ne ighb our ing t r ib e s; but they were 
s e c ond to ga rdening. 

The f ir s t  known European to have s e e n  s ome Ma enge is Bi s hop Couppe 
who , on the occa s ion o f  a v i s i t  t o  the S u l ka c ount ry , ca l led a t  
Ja cq uinot Bay in 1 8 9 9  ( S chne id e r  1 95 4 : 27 6 ,  Lau fe r 1 9 5 5 : 45 ) . A l though 
t h i s  f ir s t  re c orded c onta ct  mu s t  have been very br ie f s ince the pr e la te 
spent only e igh t days a l t oge ther  t rave l l ing a l ong the s ou th - ea s t  c oa s t  
o f  New B r i t a in , he ob served intere s t ing ev idence o f  in t e r c our s e  b e twe en 
the Ma enge and the ir  inland ne ighb ou r s , as we sha l l  see l a t e r  on . Before 
tha t  d a t e , however , the a rea had been raided by  b la ck-birder s who r e ­
crui ted a few me n f or Samoa p lanta t ions ( Pano f f  1 9 69 ) , b u t  no more ha s 
been learned  about the i r  impa c t  on the na t ive s oc iety. The Ge rman 
exped i t i on o f  1 9 0 9  (Voge l 1 9 1 1 : 235 ) d id no t enj oy a very fr iend ly 
we l c ome among the s o - ca l led ' We s t  Mengen ' . Be fore the f ir s t  wor ld 
wa r two p lanta t ions  we re crea ted in the a rea : Ko la i on Wa t e r f a l l  Bay , 
whi ch wa s run by re la t ive s o f  the famous Queen Emma , and Pama lma l on 
Jacqu inot Bay ,  wh ich inc id enta l ly f unct ioned a s  a b a s e  for  r e c ru it ing 
lab oure r s  sent t o  the Ga ze l le Penins u la . The f ir s t  two na t ive ca t e ch i s t s 
were s ta t ioned a t  Ma t ong and Ma lakuru in 1 925 (Lau fer  1 95 5 : 4 1 - 2) , but  
it is  not  unt i l  1 9 3 1  tha t  the f ir s t  re s id ent mi s s i onary , Fa the r Cu lhane 
M.S.C. , s e t t led in the Ja cquinot Bay a rea. Be twe en the 14 and 20 o f  
Augu s t  1 93 3 , th i s  pr ie s t  made a t r i p  t o  t h e  s ou thern ' Bu sh Me ngen ' 
vi l lage s (Laufer  1 9 5 5 : 4 1 - 2 ) . Howeve r ,  he had been preceded by an 
Au s t r a l ian patr o l  o f f i c e r  who , wa lking from Mad idua on the nor th c oa s t , 
rea ched Ko la and Ta l ive on 10  June 1 9 30 (La u fer 1 95 5 : 42 ,  n . 2 1 ) . Jus t  
be f ore the s e c ond wor ld war , a p o l ice  p o s t  wa s e s tab l i shed a t  Pomi o. 
Pr ev iously admini s trat i on c ont r o l  over the Maenge c ountry had been 
exerted f r om Ga sma t a , more than 100  mi l e s  from Pomio by sea. 

Dur ing the s e c ond wor ld war the Maenge peop l e , l ike many other 
t ribe s in New Guinea , witne s s ed the s pe ct a c le of new ma ch ine s  and 
good s and e nt e red ama z ing ly d i f fe rent re la t ion s with wh ite  men . In 
the l a s t  par t o f  the opera t i ons in New Br ita in s ome 3 , 000 a l l i ed t r oops 
were  c oncent ra ted  around Ja cquinot Bay ( Br i gg 1 9 6 7 )  and a lthough the 
Ja pane s e  f orce s had neve r  been so numerou s  in the area , the l oc a l  
popu l a t i on mu s t  have s een s ev e ra l  hund red s o f  them r e t rea t ing a ft e r  
the Amer ican land ing a t  Arawe. Moreove r ,  a s igni f icant number  o f  
c oa s t - dwe l ler s enro l led thems e lve s i n  t h e  gue ri l la uni t  under  c ommand 
o f  Pa iaman , a man of Pomi o , and r e ce ived 1 0 0  r if l e s  f r om the A l l ied 
G . H.Q. (Wright 1 9 65 ) . Th i s  s equence of  event s had far - re a ch ing e f fe c t s  
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on the i r  p s yc ho l ogy and the ba lanc e o f  l e adership wit hin the ir  s oc ia l  
organis a tion a s  we l lo 

I n  1 9 6 6  Pomio b e c ame the centre  o f  a new s ub -d i s t ri c t  spread ing from 
Gasmat a  to  the f ir s t  p r o t rus ion o f  the Gaz e l le Penins ula. More than 
one year be fore , a l oc a l  government  c o unc i l  was gradua l ly introduc ed 
into the Mae nge are a  s o  that a l l  the c oas t a l  v i l lages b e l ongi ng to  thi s  
l inguis t i c  group are now i nc l ud e d  i n  the sys temo T h e  ' Bush Mengen ' and 
Ko l s t i l l  remai n  o ut s ide , but s te p s  are b eing t aken t o  i nduc e them to  
j oin the c o unc i l  organ i s at i on 

The s e  c hrono l ogic a l  l andmarks s ugges t a c onvenient d ivi s i on o f  the 
s t udy of inter - tr ib a l  r e l a ti on s  into three p ar t s :  

( i )  t h e  peri od p rior  to  chr i s t i an i s at ion 
( i i )  from chr i s t i an i s at ion t o  the s ec ond wor l d  war 

( i i i )  a ft e r  the s ec ond wor l d  war . 



Chap t e r  1 

I t  i s  imp or t ant t o  emphas i s e  that mas s iv e  mi grat i ons  were in progr e s s  
when the firs t E urop e ans vis i t ed t h e  c ount ry . As r e gard s  the e a s tern 
b ranch of  the Maenge p eople , Laufer c laims that the c oas t o f  Wide Bay 
was already occupied b y  Maenge when S ul ka migrants arrived ther e  and 
s e t t l ed ( 1 9 5 5 : 42 - 3 ) .  Although thi s hyp othes i s  s eems v ery frai l as 
there is no  archaeo logic a l  evi dence s uppor t ing i t , ye t it is unq ue s t ion ­
able that the Maenge area spread eas twards far beyond i t s  p r e s ent l imi t. 
As l a t e  as  1909 the c oas t b etween Cape O r ford and Jacq uinot Bay was 
s t i l l  inhab i t e d  by p eop l e  c a l ling thems elv e s  ' Omenge ' (Voge l 1 9 1 1 : 1 63 ) . 
But  the phenomenon had als o  o c c urred in the other way and s ome S ul ka 
gro up s  had l e f t  the i r  ini t ial  hab i t a t  i n  the Wide  B ay area for the 
Maenge c o un t ry . Owing to c ons tant war fare with  a Baining tribe , the 
s o - c a l led  ' Ogakt e i ' ,  a s igni ficant number  of S ul ka f l ed we s twards  and 
were l iving in 1 8 9 9  in the vic ini ty o f  Mat ong (Laufer 1 9 5 5 : 49 ) , a fac t 
c on fi rmed by Ras cher ( 1 9 04 : 209 )  who repo r te d  that i t  was not  unc ommon 
b e tween 1 9 02 and 1 9 04 t o  find Maenge and S u l ka gathered i n  the s ame 
v i l l ages. What i s  more , there s eems t o  have been nothing new i n  thi s  
s or t  o f  s hi ft  s in c e  Brown s aw i n  1 878 a p op u l a t i on c omp le t e ly d i f ferent 
from that he had obs erved two years b e fore on the c oas t of Wide B ay 
( 1 9 08 : 1 5 1 -2 , 235- 6 ) . No t only d o  s uch f l uc tuat i on s  make i t  di f f i c u l t  
t o  d e f ine c lear demarcat i on b e tween two ne ighbo uring t r ib e s , b ut a l s o  
th ey imp ly that the Maenge had a l r eady und e rgone var i ous external 
i n f l uenc e s  be fore the fir s t data  on inter - trib a l  r e l a t i on s  were r e ­
c orded. Thi s  s ec ond point  s ho u l d  b e  kep t in mind , e s p ec i a lly when 
examining s ta t emen t s  of tho s e  modern in formant s who ins i s t e d  on the 
l oc a l  charac ter  o f  a p ar t i c ul ar e lement  of thei r  c ul t ure . 

The s ec ond  imp o r t ant  remark c oncerns the b us h  p e op le who s urrounde d  
t h e  Mae nge prop e r . I n  p r e - c on t ac t t imes i t  i s  c e r tain that the bush 
was p opul a t e d  to  a h i gher d e gree than c ould b e  inferred nowadays from 
the mer e  s urvival o f  the Longueinga and Ko l . What happened to  tho s e  
inland group s ? At l eas t three or four genera t i ons  ago , qui te  a few o f  
them were s e t t l ing  on t h e  s ea -b oard , e i th er i nd iv id ua l ly through 
mar r i a ge s  or in s ma l l  group s  as re fugee s , s o  that a s igni f i c an t  p r o ­
p or t i on o f  the p r e s ent c oas t a l  Maenge mus t c ons i s t o f  d e s c end ant s o f  
former hi l l  dwe l l er s . O thers  were  ext erminated d ur ing  repeated 

5 
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war s . S uc h  i s  the c as e  o f  the S ao p eople o f  whom a very 
s urvived  at the of fors their own 

f ir s t world war ,  there were  S ao vil inland o f  eve ry 
coas t al s e t tlement and many of them s t ill remained as  late  as  the 1 9 3 0 s ,  
in in the interior  o f  Vairamana,  Malakuru and Mat ong . As a 
b u f fe r  t r ib e  b e tween the and more  d i s t ant p op ulat ions , they were  

t o  the  c oas t -dweller s  

Trade r o ut e s  t o  and from the c ount ry us ed  t o  s t retch ove r  100  
miles in both dire c t i ons , the s o uth c oas t as  well a s  acros s the 
i sland . t o  the e s t abli shment o f  t r ade  store s on every planta t i on 
and, more  r e c ent  , to the p and a irlines ,  the s e  
route s  d o  n o t  s ee many c ar ried on long d is tanc e s  any more, but  

are s t ill us ed on various o c c as ions  of s oc ial intercours e  and are  
well known t o  local ians Routes  d i f fered a c c ording t o  c omrno -

; although c onnec t i ons and marke t s  were  
enterta ined b e twee n  t i c  group s a t  

, t i  ve Thi s  fact p o int s t o  
s ome kind o f  ad j us tment c ommerc i al 

T o  wi th, the mos t  
ways in which the Maenge 

c ommod i t i e s  and the d i f ferent 
them wi ll be examined 

and gouges )  are s ai d  t o  be of Nakanai 
, wi th the of tho s e  made o f  or  

yellowish  mat te r  which are  The s e  are  
b elieved t o  d e r ive from not uncommon 
among New B r i tain p e oples have f ailed t o  

p os i t ive answe r s ,  i t  s eems the l i th i c  imple -
ments  us e d  the Maenge were ob t ained from the Tal a s e a  area and not 
from the eas t e rn Nakanai Thi s informat i on needs  t o  b e  
chec ked  , b ut the s ta t ements  
rec orded the will rece ive 
c on f irmat i on from any future c ro s s - examina t i on, s ince the ir de t ailed 
charac t e r  s ugge s t s  f ir s t -hand t e s t imon i e s  Thi s  t r ad e  was in the hands 
o f  the and, more  o f  the  vil of  Mukulu who 
ac t e d  als o a s  middlemen in the c ir c ul a t i on o f  ob s id i an The 
gave the i r  Nakana i  s alt i n  r e t urn f o r  axe blade s ,  and r e c e ived 
c o c onut s ,  arec a  nut s  and s ea - food from the c oa s t al t o  whom 
r e s old of the i r  , s tee  1 tools 
were introduc e d  into the s ame rout e a s  the le -
ments  which were  t o  s upplant . Indeed, the f i r s t s teel axes and 
b us h  knives c ame from the Nakanai area  the Mos t  
older  p e ople s t ill remember  the i c ulars o f  the s uc ce s s ive 

F or example among the eng c ommunica t i on) . 
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t r ans ac t ions which event ually res ul t ed in making the new ac c e s s i ons 
ava i l able to the c oas t -dwellers .  B is hop Coupp� ' s  not e s  allow us to 
d at e  the event t o  the ye ar ( or years ?)  imme d i a tely prec eding his vi s i t  
in 1 8 9 9  (Laufer 1 9 5 5 : 4 5 ) , and guarantee the ac c uracy o f  what  t o d ay ' s  
informant s  s ay, s ince the trad i ti onal route acro s s  the i sland i s  
expli c i tly ment ioned b y  him . Although a mere  app ur t enance o f  the s tone 
tools t rade, the s upply of whe t s tone s t r avelled a d i f ferent c ir c ui t . 
The Maenge were unable t o  make axes and gouges by thems elv e s ,  b u t  
ob t a ined the i r  whet s tone s from t h e  headwaters  o f  Orlo River, e a s t o f  
C utarp plan t a t i on . Thi s r o u t e  mus t  have been cut  o f f  s ever al t imes 
for i t  req uired peace ful rela t i onship s wi th the s urrounding S ao, a 
c ond i t i on�d i f fi c ult to fulfil in view o f  the frequency o f  vend e t t a  
b e twee n  the two tribe s . 

2 . Thi s  c ommo d i ty was forwarded t o  the Maenge c o untry 
along the s ame route as  s tone implement s ,  People of Mukulu villa ge 
mounted exped i t ions  onc e a year t o  the nor th c oas t to  ob t a in i t  from 
the N akanai of the Ulamona area, that i s  the Mer ame r a  t ribe, who are 
s ai d  to r e c e ive mos t  o f  the i r  s upply from T alas e a . S ome informant s  
claimed t h a t  in c as es o f  s hor t a ge Longue inga went a s  f a r  as  T ala s e a  
i t s el f, b ut s uch  a s ta t ement  i s  not t o  be  t aken a t  i t s  fac e value, b o th 
b e c aus e o f  the d i s t ance and the exte nt o f  war fare along the c oa s t a t  
that t ime. I t  nevertheles s  d e s e rves  to  b e  reported as  a clue t o  
further inve s t i ga t i ons  into local h i s t ory . What i s  s ure  i s  that all 
the obs i d i an us e d  by the Maenge c ame from the N akanai through Mukulu 
v illa ge r s . The us ual r a t e  applying to the s e  t r ans a c t i ons  was a block 
o f  obs id i an meas uring 8 t o  1 0  inche s in e ach d imens i on bartered for a 
roll o f  t ob a c c o  leaves  3 fee t  long and 1 2  inche s in d i amet er. After ­
war d s  tho s e  blo c ks were  us ually s pli t into flakes which  were  s ent t o  
t h e  c oas t al v illages  o n  Jacquino t B ay where they were  us e d  a s  lanc e t s  
i n  nat ive s urgery and r i t e s  o f  p a s s age and als o for c arving . 

3. C eremoni al money . Thi s h e ad ing includ e s  two c a t e gories  o f  
tr adi t ional valuables : ( i )  , a s or t  o f  s hell money threa de d  on 
s tr ings and ident ic al in mo s t  c as es  with the well-known pele o f  D uke 
of York i sland s ; ( i i )  � ' mas s ive r ings made o f  s hell . 
B o th are  us ed  mainly on c eremoni al o c c a s i ons and are c omp onent s o f  
b r i d e  p r i c e . c e r t ainly ori gina t e d  in New I rel and and D uke o f  
York i sl ands and were  exchanged i n  the Nakanai area  for nas s a  shells ,  
a loc al p r o duc t forwarded to  the Gazelle Peni ns ul a  where i t  was u s e d  
f o r  making money. D e t a ils on thi s t r ad e ,  as  s ee n  by Maenge 
lab ourers  on E urop e an plantat i on s ,  are given in P ano f f  ( 1 9 69 ) .  The 
� als o c ame p rob ably from New I reland. They were introduce d  into 
the Maenge c o untry through the Nakanai and the ir  Longue inga p ar tne r s. 
Laufer s eems t o  b elieve tha t tho s e  � whi ch he s aw among the S ulka 
were  made by the ' Bush Mengen ' ( Longueinga) and event ually res old t o  
t h e  Nakanai ( 1 9 5 5 : 44 - 5 ) . When as ked about  thi s  p oint,  all the older  
informant s in the  ' Bush Mengen D iv i s i on p er s i s tently d enied tha t i t  
was s o, and p ointed out that they we re  not c oas t al p eople and were 
i gnorant of the t echnique employed in making the r ings. On the 
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cont r a ry , they ins is ted  on the i r  trad i t ional r ole a s  middlemen and 
general supplier s  f or thi s par t  o f  New B r i t a in . Th i s  may a c c ount for 
s ome mi sund e r s tand ing in  the Su lka trad i t i ons . Here aga in we c ome 
a cr o s s the same route a nd d i s tr ibut ion cent re a s  f or obs idian and 
s t one t o ols , but  owing t o  the c onst ant and eager demand for  the s e  
valuable s ,  members o f  the variou s  t r ibe s frequently went from all 
q ua r t e r s  t o  the out skir t s  of t he Longue inga a rea t o  t ake delivery o f  
them ins t ead of wa it ing unt il they were carried a c ro s s  the i sland a nd 
slowly c ircula ted along the s outh coa s t  S uch wa s t he ca s e  of  the Kol 
who got them d i rectly from Koaveniki , Melagalve a nd even Mukulu vil la ge s 
on the one hand , and o f  s ome Mamu s i  groups  and we s t e rn Sao on the othe r  
who were supplied by the ir  regular partne r s  i n  the v illa ge s near the 
he adwa t e r s  of Galue Rive r . As a re s ult , t h i s  t rade wa s of  a more 
centr i fugal cha ra c ter  than that of  the two art i cle s examined previ ously . 
Among the var i ou s  r a t e s o f  excha nge ment i oned by informan t s , t he mos t  
c ons t a nt and s table wa s f ound i n  the whole s ale supply o f  t o  the 
c oa s t al pe ople of Ja cqu i not  Bay . For ins t ance , the v illa ge r s  o f  
Malakuku gave 20  t o  4 0  c oc onu t s  f or one , the nu t s  be ing d e ­
livered by f our s a s  elsewhere in New B r ita in ( s ee  e specia lly B rown 
1 9 1 0 : 2 94 ) . 

4 .  An element o f  the b r ide  price , 
a s  gard ening t ools f o s t e red an 

impor tant t rade b e twee n  coa s t - dweller s  and t r ibe s o f  the int e r ior. 
Th i s  phenomenon involve s a grea t d iver s i ty in r out ing a nd c on s eq uently 
poin t s  t o  pre fe rent ial rela t ionships  b e tween  cer t a in v illa ge s whi ch 
s t il l  obt a i n  today . Two s e a - s hells  are  c oncerned here : ( i) a kind o f  
oy s te r  called in Maenge , u s ed a s  a knif e  f or peeling and cu t t ing 
t a r o  tub e r s  and s evering the i r  s ta lks, ( i i) a k ind of luc i ne called  

wi th  wh i ch the women cut roo t s  and v ine s whe n clear ing gardens . 
The name s o f  the se  implement s  are and r e s pe c t ively in Kol , and 

a nd in Tomoive . Thr ee ma j or rou te s  should be d i s t i ng u i s hed 
a c c ord ing to the loca t i on o f  the t r ib e s inv olved . F ir s tly , the Tomoive 
liv ing in t he v i c i n i ty of the he adwa t e r s  of Beg- Beg Rive r got the s e  
shells f r om the Maenge o f  Ma t ong o n  Wa ter fall Bay . I n  r e t urn they 
b r ough t  yams and taro to the i r  coas tal supplie r s . The r ou t e  o f  b oth 
bart e r ing pa r t ie s  ran f r om Ma t ong nor thwa rd s thr ough the f ollowing 
pla ce s : a f ord a cr o s s  Kola i River , then Ram a nd Bungpaho (ali a s  Upa go) 
v illage s ,  f inally Nala v illage In s ome c a s e s  pe ople of He ri , a d i s t ant 
v illage clo s e  to the spr ing o f  River , j oined the ir fellow-
t r ib e smen in the s e  exped it i ons . Coa s t - dweller s me t the ir inland 
c ounterpa r t s a t  two r e c ogni sed marke t pla ce s ,  one b e tween  Kola i River  
and Ram ,  the  othe r a t  Ram it s elf . I nc identally , Ram wa s the f i r s t  
inland villa ge c on t a in ing a large propor t i on o f  Tomo ive among i t s S a o  
popula t i on and all i t s  inhab itant s we re thoroughly b ilingual in S a o  a nd 
Tomo ive , a point t o  be  rever ted t o  herea f t e r . Among the Kol , oys ter  
she lls and luc inae came from two d i f fe rent  s ource s .  The f ormer we re 
c olle c ted  in t he v i c ini ty o f  Ulamona by Naka na i  who f orwa rded  them 
through t he Longue inga to the Kol ; each piece be exchanged f or a 



roll of t ob ac c o  leaves 1 2  inches long and 8 inches  in d i ame t er . The 
latter were ob t ained from the Maenge of S ali v illa ge on Jacquino t  B ay 
who were, and s t il l  are, the re gular p ar t ne r s  o f  the Kol on the s outh 
c oas t . This is a very s trong relat i onship not c onfined to thi s p a r ­
t i c ular t rade b u t  emb r ac ing t h e  s upply o f  all s or t s  o f  i t ems and even 
p oli t ic al a s s i s t anc e . When p repared  for b ar ter,  luc ina shells wer e  
threaded o n  s trings ,  t h e  exchange v a l ue o f  which was ,  in the t rans ­
ac t i ons  b e tween Maenge and Kol, one c arry - all b a g  (b i lum in p id gin) 
of med i um size for a s of 2 feet in length . Tho s e  Mamus i l iv ing 
on the o f  the Maenge area r e c e ived thes e shells from Malimali 
through the i r  Maenge clan mat e s  of the Unung v al l ey . In r e t urn they 
gave ochre and food in quant i tie s not spec i f i ed . 

5 .  S alt was far the mos t  exte ns ively and eagerly t r aded  
c ommod i ty in the whole area  und e r  s tudy .  F u rthermore, the  proc e s s  of  
get t ing s al t  b y  ebulli t ion required long s tays on the c oas t and  thus 
r e s ul t e d  in intens e s oc i al i ntercour s e . Thi s  was a s igni f i c ant  factor  
in war fare too s ince the  camp s o f  s al t -make r s  were  a t t ra c t ive t ar ge t s  
f or many a vendet t a  party . No wonder, then, tha t  the local h i s t or y  o f  
s al t  expedi t i ons  i s  thi c kly s trewed wi th t h e  s torming o f  the s e  
c amp s and the mas s acre  o f  thei r  oc c up ant s . The d angerous chara c t er o f  
this  indus t ry, a s  well as  the need o f  a regular food s upply p r ovided 
by the hos t population, s ugge s t that nothing c ould be  d one wi t hout 
e s p ec i ally s trong and las t ing all i anc e s  b e tween a c e r ta in c oas t al 
village and an inland group . 

I n  thi s  par t  of New B r i t ain, s al t -making was  exclus ively a p ur s ui t  
o f  bus h  p eople ; all the c oas t -dwe llers  b e ing  c ontent� i n  p r e - c ontac t 
t imes a t  leas t ,  with s p r inkl ing their food wi th s a l t  water  whi c h  they 
c arried  home in b amboo internodes .  In mos t  c a s e s  the s tay of a p ar ty 
o f  s alt -makers was i n  c onc e r t  wi th the people of a c o as t al 
vill age - us ual ly the c l an mat e s  o f  the prospec t iv e  v i s i tors  - who 
o f fe red  s ome p ro t ection and food in return for part - t ime labo ur in 
the i r  own g ardens and a few gift s . But it was not uncommon that, 
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owing t o  prev ious t roubles ,  s alt -maker s  had to s ettle down in a 
hazardous spot  a s  dis tant a s  p o s s ible from any v illa ge and were killed, 
de fenc ele s s ,  when the ir  p r e s e nc e  was d e te c t e d . S uc h  p ar t ie s  numb ered 
a t  leas t a doz en men, each and us ing h i s  own equipment, mainly 

p i ece s  o f  the b ar k  o f  employed a s  b r ine -pans . 
T o  b e  wor th r unning s o  many , t o  las t 3 months or  s o  
and t ook  pla c e  d ur ing  the ' dry s eas on ' , that i s  b e tween O c tober 
and Mar ch . As regards per head, a c ommon was S to 8 s al t  
loave s ,  one o f  which was s uf f i c i ent t o  b uy\ e i ther a p i glet or  an adul t  
p i g  a c cording t o  t h e  s ta t e  o f  demand . 

Each inland t r ib e  and even each group o f  v illages within one t r ib e  
had e ither i ts own s al t  s upplie r s  or a recogni s e d  s it e  f o r  making s al t . 
S uf fi c e  i t  to rev i ew here tho s e  s olutions that had the mos t s ign i f i c ant  
e f fects on  inter - tribal r e l at i ons . Though a mere b r anch o f  the  Maenge 
t r ibe,  the s hould be  examined fir s t bec aus e of the p ar t  
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which they played as  traders  c onnec t e d  with three non-Maenge gro up s . 
Longueinga p ar t ie s  us ed  to  c amp on Jacquino t  B ay in two d i s t inc t s p o t s , 
one clo s e  to  the mouth o f  G alue River on the le f t  b ank , the o th er a 
lit tle farther eas t b e tween thi s river and Pomio v illa ge . The ir  s t ay 
was always organi s ed in agreement wi th the i r  clan mat e s  living a t  Pomio 
and , i n  s ome c a s e s , wi th s uppor t from the Malakuru are a . At that t ime 
there was no villa ge a t  the mouth o f  Galue River . Ap ar t from a p art 
re s e rved f or their  own c ons ump t i on and that of o ther p e ople in the i r  
own area , the i r  output w a s  traded t o  three group s  o f  c us tomers . 
F ir s tly , the Mamus i o f  Kangali got the i r  s al t  from their Maenge par tners  
in B ano and Mar a  v illages  who acquired it  from the  Longueinga . Thi s 
route was b a s ed on t r ad i t i onal links b e tween the people o f  Kangali and 
tho s e  o f  B ano and Mar a , namely a c ommon p ar t i c ip a t i on i n  clan a f fai rs , 
and was us e d  for c onveying o ther c ommod i t i e s  than s alt . S ec ondly , once 
b ac k  home wi th the i r  s alt , the L ongueinga s upplied tho s e  Nakanai 
s it ua t e d  inland o f  Ulamona . S urp r i s ingly , tho s e  b us h - dwellers  never 
mad e  s alt thems elves on the nor th c o as t , d e sp i te the s ho r t  d i s t anc e 
involved .  War fare may have b e en r e spons ible for the ir  ab s ta i ning , b ut 
Longueinga informant s have added that the i r  nor thern ne i ghbours were  
a f r a i d  o f  infur i a t ing the i r  chthonian god by  engaging in an  op erat i on 
whi ch would have p ut t o ge ther fire and water , two elements  that are t o  
r emain apart , and e ar thqua ke would have followed any infringement o f  
thi s prohib i t ion . As wi th the Mamus i o f  Kangali , p i g  was the mos t  
us ual re t urn for s alt . The third tribe  relying on the Longue inga in 
this  t rade was  a s ec t i on of  the Kol loc a t e d  in the northern p a r t  o f  
wha t  i s  now ' Ko l  No . l  Cens us D ivi s i on ' . The v illages s upplied i n  thi s 
way were mainly tho s e  which moved a fterwards  t o  the p r e s ent s i t e s  o f  
Nut uve , T arovile , B ag a t ave and Lalika . Owing t o  frequent hos t ili t i e s  
thos e people never ob t ained the i r  s alt from thei r  fellow t r ibe smen 
wi thin two hours walk in the s outhern part  of the are a . As a re s ult , 
this  delic a c y , s o  e ager ly l onged for in pre - c on t ac t t imes , d i d  not 
r e ach  i t s  ult imat e  c us t omers unti l s alt -makers  and var ious middlemen 
had walked for f our d ays a t  leas t ;  pas s ing through villages whos e  
p e ac e able feelings had t o  b e  t e s t e d  f ir s t and rewarded later . The 
route c orre sponding t o  the s e  t rans ac t ions ran from the mouth of G alue 
River to the Nut uve area through the pre s ent s i t e  of P akia ( in the 
' Bus h Mengen D ivi s i on ' ) and Koaveniki ; i t s  las t le g b e ing the s ame as  
in the  c as e  of  the� trade . 

O ther s ec t i ons o f  the Kol tribe  had d i f ferent s ourc e s  o f  s upp On 
the one hand , the s outhern o f  wha t  was later t o  b e  c alled  
' Kol No . l '  u s e d  t o  make their  s alt by thems elves on  the b each of  S ali , 
a b i g  Maenge village on B ay . In re t urn for a p i g  and a dozen 

�--- p r e s e nt e d  every year to the elders  o f  S ali , the Kol p ar t i e s  
c oming t o  thi s  p o int o f  t h e  c oas t oyed s afety during their  s t ay and 
c o uld even claim a r ight o f  a sylum whe n  in s er i ous trouble wi th the ir 
own fellow t r ib esmen . Thi s anc i ent alli anc e was t o  b e  t urned t o  the 
pers onal pro fi t of Golpaik , the paramount , in the p oli t i c al 
c ontext o f  the firs t few years a f t e r  World War I I . On the o ther hand, 
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the pe ople o f  Lak i r i  and , more generally , o f  ' Kol No . 2  D iv i s i on ' d id not 
get the ir  s alt thr ough b a r t e r  but made  it a t  camp s  about  half a mile e a s t  
of  Pomio , o n  a beach clo s e ly surrounded b y  bush wh ich the local villager s 
d id not o f t en v i s it.  A c c ord ing t o  the 1 9 68 informa nt s  the s e  par t ie s  o f  
salt -maker s  s eldom , i f  ever , organi s ed the ir stay o n  t h e  c oa s t  in con­
cert  wit h the inhab itants  o f  Pomio . It is  not clear ,  h owever ,  whe ther 
the freq uent hos t ili t i e s  be tween the v is i t or s  and the local v i lla ger s 
re s ulted from the abs ence o f  any agreement mad e  b e f or ehand or whether 
they mer ely r e fle c t ed per iod i c  d i f f i cult ie s in abid ing by s ome f ormer 
arrangement . Wha t  i s  certa in i s  that Pomio warr ior s killed mos t  memb e r s  
of  a Kol par ty twi ce within a few year s . The la s t  p oint with r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  d iver sity o f  means u s ed b y  the Kol f or ob t a in ing salt i s  tha t 
phys ical d i s t ance played a marg inal par t in mount ing exped it ions , wherea s 
the s ta te of  a f f a i r s  in inter- t r ibal and int er -vil lage re la t ions wa s 
crucial . Compar i s on be tween the s olut i ons ad opted b y  the la s t  two 
s e c t i ons  of  the Kol t ribe even shows tha t  the farther ea s t  one l ived 
the farther we s t  one had to  go  f or salt-making purp o s e s! 

F inally a few word s s hould be  s a id of the Mamu s i  s i tua t ed a round the 
headwa t e r s  o f  Torlu River . The s e  people , t oo , made  t he ir salt by them­
s elve s .  They had spec ial agreeme nt s  with the coa s tal Maenge o f  Lau and 
u sually t o ok advantage of  the ir  t r ip t o  the s e a - b oard f or s elling 
mangane s e  earth to the ir  coa s tal par tne r s  ( s ee b elow) . Thi s  amicable 
rela t i on s hip i s  the more not eworthy a s  the same group of Mamu s i  i s  
s t ill viv idly r emembered i n  t h e  ' We s t  Mengen Div i s i on ' a s  re s p ons ible 
f or many ma s sa c re s ; in par t icular f or the ext e rmina t i on o f  t he inha b i t -
ant s o f  Lopo , a Maenge v il a t  t h e  mou th o f  Va iramana Rive r , only 5 
mile s ea s t  of Lau . The re a s ons  f or tho s e  d i f fer ing a t t i tude s  o f  t he 
Mamu s i  are g iven under  the head ing ' wa r fare ' .  

One kind o f  t oba c c o , an un id e n t i f ied var i e ty o f  
i s  s a id thr oughout the Maenge c ount ry t o  have been 

Europeans arr ived . However , mos t  older inf orma nt s 
in the ' We s t  Mengen D ivi s ion ' r e c ollec t  that t he f ir s t  t ob a c c o  u s e d  
and plant ed in t he ir a rea wa s reported a s  c oming from t h e  L o te c ount ry , 
an or igin evidenced by the name ini tially g iven to  that c ommod i ty :  
or (word f or word: ' b elonging to the Lote pe ople ' ) . S ome 
ins ta nce s o f  the way in which t obacco  wa s traded have been ment ioned . 
Clos er c ons idera t i on o f  th i s  ma t t e r  i s  r e s e rved for chapt e r s  2 and 3 ,  
s ince s uch a t rade d id not b e c ome s ignif icant unt il b e t t er vari e t i e s  
were intr oduced a nd c ult iva ted a s  a r e s ult o f  b oth c ont a c t s  wi th the 
we s t  and a new s pe c iali s a t ion o f  prod u c t ive a c t iv i t i e s  among the d i f­
ferent people s liv ing in  our area . 

7 .  Plant s .  Many varie t ie s  of  t ar o  and c ordyline have ex tens ive 
been exchanged b e twee n  the Maenge and the ir neighb our s f or a very long 
t ime . The Maenge a re not exceptional in th i s  re s pe c t : f or example , ou t 
o f  450 taro varie t i e s  r e c orded a s  cultivated by the S ulka , 5 0  we re of  
Maenge or ' Tmu ip ' ( T0mo ive ) or ig in ( S chne ider  1 9 5 4 : 2 8 7 ) . Inve s t iga t i ons 
by F .  Pan o f f  among the Maenge ind ica te that taro var i e t i e s  d e f ined by 
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informants a s  b or r owed from sur round t r ibe s, tha t  i s, the mo s t  recent 
loans, repre s ent a s imi lar  propor t i on o f  the t o ta l, name ly 10  per cent 
The s e  t rans a c t ions were  made  thr ough the same channe l s  a s  those  used 
f or the above -ment ioned good s and particular ly s a lt .  For examp le, most 
t a ro of  exte rna l or ig in in the ' We s t  Mengen D ivi s i on ' came from the Lo te 
a rea a nd the Mamus i  gr oup o f  Kanga l i . Among the latter, c ooked f i sh wa s 
the usua l  r e t urn f or taro . In  the same way, the Maenge l iv i ng on Wate r­
fa l l  Bay supplemented the ir  own stock with var i e t i e s  supp l i ed by Tomoive 
and S u lka . And again the s pe c ia l  re lation sh ip b e tween the s outhern 
vi l la ge s  of the ' Ko l  No . l  D ivi s i on ' and the Maenge o f  S a l i  is evidenced 
by the exchange s o f  p lant s, the bu s h  peop le ob t a in ing new varie t i e s  of  
c ordy l ine f or the taro  whi ch br ought to the ir  c oa s ta l  partne r s . 
A s  a r e s u lt, s evera l c ordyline s (e . g .  , , etc . )  and 
other  ornamental-ma g ic a l  p la nt s  be l ong ing to the and 

(e . g .  e t c . )  the Ko l 
re t a ined the ir or ig ina l  Maenge name s 

The purpose  of  thi s  ba rter wa s only t o  a cquire bette r var ie t ie s, 
but  a l s o  t o  s ati s a s tr ong t a s te for co l le c t ing . Consequent ly, there 
were no bound s to the th i r st f or new a c ce s s ion s, s ince one ' s  own 
b otanica l s tock wa s a lway s  open t o  fur ther ex tens ion i r re s pe c t ive o f  
the pra c t i ca l prof i t  t o  b e  u l t ima t e ly der ived from it . I t  i s  thu s 
impos s ib le t o  a s ce r ta in the exa ct impa c t  o f  inte r - triba l re lations on 
the ind ividua l s t ocks of  the group s  c oncerned, a nd, what is more, the 
proce s s  of re c iproca l l oans in  thi s  s phere has not been d i s cont inued 
eve n nowadays. Thi s  ho l d s  good even f or the f ood p lant s introduced by 
Europeans into the Ga ze l le Peninsula  and gradua l ly made  availab le to 
the Maenge, e ither on the occa s i on o f  p e r i od s  on p lantat ions a s  
labour e r s, o r  thr ough inter - triba l contac t s . Two s t age s s hou ld be 
d i s t ingu i shed here . Pr ior to chr i s t ian i sa t i on, such p lant s  as sweet 
potato and c a s s ava we r� so s carce  in the a rea that they we re s ought 
a ft e r  only for  the ir  f ood va lue ; where a s  during the la st 3 0  year s they 
have been in demand for the s ame rea s ons  as taro  a nd c ordy l ine va r i e ­
tie s, name ly for co l le ct ing purpo s e s  and n o t  on ly t o  suppleme nt t he 
trad i t i ona l d ie t . The f ir st ca s sava p l ants  were obt a ined by Ma t ong 
v i l la ge r s  and s ub sequent ly the inhab itant s  of  the ' Ea s t  Mengen D ivi s i on '  
from the Sulka b e tween 1 905 and 1 9 15 . The d i f fu s i on cent re wa s probab ly 
the Catho l i c  mi s s ion sta t i on of  Wide Bay and the re lay on the route t o  
the Maenge count ry wa s de f inite ly at B a ien. On the other hand, the 
peop l e  of Ja cquinot Bay and the Longue inga it from the Nakana i 
l iv a round Ulamona, that i s  through the same channe l a s  the i r she l l  
money and u l t ima t e ly the fir s t  s tee l too l s . I n  fa c t, ca s sava i s  s a id 
to have been int roduced int o th i s  area together with European knive s� 
wh ich sugge sts a date at the turn of  the twentieth century 

Exchange s conce rning va r ie t ie s  o f  swe e t  potato a re not s o  e a s y  to 
retra ce  s ince the re wa s no 
l oca l h i s t ory as t o ld by the 
are c la imed to be ind igenous  to 
learned ab out the ir  or igin . At 

at the sta rt ing point o f  the 
informant s. Three var ie t ies a t  lea s t  

the Maenge c oun t ry a nd no thing can be  
a l l  event s, they d o  not s eem to h ave 
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been extens ively cul t iva ted  o r  t o  have produced a n  impor tant yield ; an 
a s ser t ion to be s a f ely taken at face value for they have c omplet ely 
d i s appeared except  for one of them wh ich is s t ill gr own in s ome 
Longue inga v il s .  Thi s  would expla in why new var ie t i e s  we re s o  
eage rly t raded a t  the end o f  t he la s t  century . The f ir s t  two came t o  
the Malakuru area  from the Mamus i  thr ough Tolova, an ancient v illage 
inhab ited by Sa o which played a s ign i f i cant part in t rad i t ional war fa re , 
a s  will b e  seen  la t er . Both var ie t ie s  are chara c t e r i sed by the yellow 
c olour o f  the ir tub e r  fle sh and we re t he r e f ore called, by r e ference t o  
the f ru i t  o f  (Be c c . ), (vari e ty w i t h  a red 
tuber  skin)  w ith a wh it e tuber skin) . As  for  the 
Longue inga, they the ir new var ie t ie s  from the Naka na i ab out 
the same t ime . Unfortuna t ely, nothing is a c curat ely known about the 
loans  which mus t  have been mad e  by t he pe ople o f  Ma t ong a nd the a d j a cent 
area . 

8 .  A ma j or c omponen t of  the pa s t e  used f or bla cken-
ing t he t e e th o f  the young Maenge male s b e f ore they became elig ible for 
mar r i a ge, mangane s e  earth  in Maenge, in Tomo ive ) wa s almos t  
a s  important a s  s alt i n  inter - t r ibal t rade . s ourc e s  of  s upply 
have b e e n  r epor ted . The Maenge o f  Lau and Va iramana ob t a i ned t h i s  
c ommod i ty from the Mamu s i c ountry b e tween the headwa t e r s  o f  the 
Vairamana and Torlu r iver s, ma inly on the occa s i on o f  exped i t i on s  
mount e d  b y  t h e  Mamus i for  making salt o n  the c oa s t  ( s e e  para . S) . A 
part of  thi s  supply wa s forwarded t o  Malakuru thr ough the g ood o f f i c e s  
o f  Malimali v illa ge r s  whos e  leaders had fr iendly rela t ionships  w i th 
thos e  of  Lau . A loa f o f  mangane s e  earth 15  inche s long a nd 6 inch e s  
in  d iame t e r  wa s u sually excha nged f or a s tring o f  15  t o  20 inche s 
in  length . (A loa f o f  thi s s i ze wa s s uf f i c ie n t  t o  bla c ken the teeth o f  
a whole a ge - s e t  i n  one or two v illage s . )  The s e c ond s ource in the 
v i c inity of Mukulu ( ' Bush Me ngen D ivi s i on ' )  supplied the villa ge s  o f  
Galue River, Pomio a nd, t o  s ome ext e nt, Malakuru . The average pr ice  
wa s the same a s  with the Mamus i although informa n t s  s a id tha t s ome t ime s 
the c oa s tal pe ople had t o  give s tr ing s o f  twic e  a s  long a s  the 
l oave s of ma ngane s e  earth . Th irdly, the Tomo ive l iv ing near t he head ­
wa t e r s  o f  Beg-Beg  River, in par t i cular the inhab i ta nt s o f  He ri, s upplied 
the Maenge o f  Wa t e rfall Bay . I ndeed, t hey pr oved the mos t prominent 
b u s ine s smen in t h i s  t rade  s ince the Sulka, as far as the pe ople o f  
Ka lalip o n  Wid e Bay and the Maenge from Ma t ong t o  Cape Ja cquinot 
depended  on them for 

The r oute  us ed by the Tomoive part i e s  wa s t ha t  de s cr ibed f or the 
t rade of  shells u s ed as gardening t ools ( s ee  para . 4) . S ome exped i t ions 
came t o  the c oa s t  ins t ead of mee t ing the ir cu s t omer s at Ram, a nd b a r ter  
opera t ions took pla ce on the s ite  o f  wha t i s  now Toka i v illage, b e tween 
the mouth o f  B e g - Be g  River and that o f  Kola i Rive r . No t only d id the 
Tomo ive v i s it or s  f ind there  Maenge partne r s  b elong ing t o  the s ame c lans 
a s  the i r  own, but they even had s ome fellow t r ib e smen  liv ing p ermanently 
on the s e a -board a s  a re sult of int e r - t r ibal mar r iage s ( s ee below) . 
Conseque ntly, there s e ems to  have been a s or t  o f  c ompe t it i on b e tween  
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the two pos s ible t rade r ou t e s, the s t a ke fi0r wh ich wa s the c ommerc ial 
influence o f  Ma t ong over that pa r t  of the Maenge c ountry . Mangane s e  
earth o f  Tomoive origin wa s the mos t  expen s ive kind throughout the 
whole area s ince:,. unlike tha t  s upplied by the Mamu s i  a nd Longue inga, 
i t  wa s ava ilable in loave s 8 inche s long pr iced  a t  a s t ri ng o f  20 
inche s in le ngth . 

9 .  Red ochre . Called in Maenge, red ochre  wa s t he t rad i -
t ional symbol of  blood ult ima t e  the mos t  c ommon repre sentat ion 
o f  the inne r s oul o f  man ( Pano f f  1 9 68 ) . A s  such, it wa s w id ely used  
in the  realm of  ceremonial and a r t i s t i c  life  (pa int ing s on  shield s, 
mas ·ks and the walls o f  the me n 1 s hou s e, e t c . ) . Th i s  c ommod wa s no t 
as s ca r ce a s  salt or manga ne s e  earth s ince there were s everal li t tle 
depo s i t s  s ca t t e red in the Maenge c ountry . However, local s ourc e s  o f  
supply were n o t  s u f f i c ient, s o  tha t a b r i s k  t r a d e  involving other  
t rib e s  developed and even  s urv ived in  s ome pla c e s  the  impa ct  o f  
chr i s t ian i s a t i on a nd, wha t  i s  more, the c ompe t i t i on o f  indus t r ial 
pa int s  on sale at t rade s t or e s  Mos t  o chre wa s of Mamu s i  origin . The 
people of Kangali exploi ted  a depos it  nea r  the ir village a nd f orwarded 
the product  to the i r  partne r s  of  Mara a nd Bano who rema ined a gent s in 
the Maenge a rea  a ft e r  t hey moved to the re s e t tlement v illage a t  I rena. 
B e f o re th i s  sh i f t, wa s supplied through them t o  s uch d i s t ant 
cu s t ome r s  as Ma t ong . area in  be tween ( Pomio and Sali ) re c e ived i t, 
h owever, from a d i f f e rent s ource, namely Ulamona on the north c oa st . 
Here again t he Longue inga of  Mukulu v illage u s e d  the ir spec ial links 
with the Nakanai to  c olle c t  ochre within the t e r r i t or y  of  their ne igh­
b our s, and dry it in pr imit ive kiln s a t  Mukulu without risk o f  hos t ile 
inter f e rence . When  de aling with b u s h  pe ople, ochre supplier s  b a r t e red 
a loa f o f  for a s a l t  l oa f  of the s ame s ize, wherea s w ith c oa s t al 
Maenge the u sual re t u rn wa s a str ing o f  15  t o  2 0  inche s long f or 
a loa f 1 0  inche s in length a nd 6 t o  8 in d iame t er . The Maenge 
liv ing on the s e a - b oard b e tween Lau and Dr ina River  ob ta ined the ir  
ochre fr om a depo s i t  ea s t  o f  Va iramana, abou t half  an hour ' s  walk from 
the pre s e nt v illage, which s upplied th i s  s e c t i on o f  the c oa s t  This  
loc a t i on a nd the amicable rela t i on ship s between Lau and ne ighbouring 
pla c e s  expla in why f ore ign ochre wa s not s ought a f ter . 

Trade r ou t e s, r e c ogn i sed marke t s  and the ne twork o f  bus ine s s  pa rtne r s, 
a s  d e s cr ibed above, may b e  r e ga rded  a s  iron f i  that s how the line s 
o f  magne t i c  f or ce s  in our int er - tr ibal c ontext . The ir d i s tr ibut i on 
helps u s  t o  de t e c t  var i ou s  s ort s o f  a s s oc ia t i on b e twee n  v il s or 
la rger un it s . The ir  ab s ence f r om c e r t a i n  par t s  of the a rea, and t he ir 
c omplica ted d e s ign on the map in s ome c a s e s  illu s tr a t e  s uch  phe nomena 
as avoidance and hos t ile c ond iti ons . S t rau s s  ( 1 943 ) b rilliantly 
remarked that t rade and war fare are b ut c omplementary face t s  o f  one 
s it ua t i on, namely the c onfront a t i on of  two groups ea ch of  wh ich c on ­
s id e r s  it s elf a whole exclu s ive of t h e  other and ye t c ompelled t o  grant 
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i t  s ome re cognit ion . Th i s  view, wha tever it s theore t i cal impli ca t i on s  
may be, sugge s t s  that i t  should b e  b o t h  convenient and logi cal t o  make 
a de s c r i pt i on of war fa re the nex t s tep of  the pre s ent s t udy . 

I t  i s  for want of  a more appropr i a t e  t e rm that ' wa r fare ' i s  used 
here s ince, eve n be fore chr i s tian i s a t i on and admin i s t r a t ion c on t r ol 
made  ope n  encounter s ve ry d i f fi cult, ho s t ilit i e s  were  generally c on­
f ined t o  ambu she s and a s sa s s ina t ion . Trad i t i onal wa rfare wa s a f orm 
of vende t t a . The init ial cause of  hos t ili t ie s  wa s always an o ffence 
infli c ted on one or a few ind ividuals . From the s e  two fa c t s  important 
c onsequenc e s  de r ive wi th to inter- t ribal rela t ions . F ir s t, 
b e cause  o f  the ir very mot iva t i on, such c onfli c t s  t ook pla ce a s  o f t en 
b e twee n  member s of the same lingu i s t ic commun ity  or the s ame v illage 
as b e tween  pe ople o f  d i f fe rent tribe s ;  a point t o  b e  kept in mind when 
evaluat ing the s ig n i f i ca nce of int er - tr ibal war f a re . S e c ond, a s  re ­
tali a t ion wa s the a im over and over a ga in wh ile the init ial of fence wa s 
likely to  be  s oon f orgott en, the means u s ed t o  a c hieve th i s  end d id not 
ma t t e r  very much, so that nob ody s e r iously he s i ta ted to h ire  killers 
from other t r ibe s irre s pe c t ive of any int ernal s olid a r ity . The wide ­
s pread t a s te f or ambu she s and s e cre t a s s a s s ina t ion, o f  c ou r s e, mad e  
t h e  u s e  o f  f ore ign mer cena r ie s  even more inv i t ing Th ird, opera t i ons 
were very b r i e f  a nd involved few ' wa r r i or s ' ( a  party o f  3 0  i s  the 
h i ghe s t  f igure ever r e c orded ) ,  whi ch mea n s  tha t  s eve ral v illage s s eld om 
gathered a nd t ook part . F inally, i t  wa s very d i f f icult to re c onc ile 
tr ibal loyalt ie s with clan loyal t ie s, and thu s  it ea s ily happened tha t  
a Maenge v illage h a d  excellent rela t i on s  with, say, a Mamu s i  group 
whi ch wa s per i od i cally killing the inha b i t a nts of a s e c ond Ma enge 
v il l a ge two mile s from t he f ir s t  one . 

1 .  I n  pre - cont a c t  t ime s  h o s t ili t i e s  with  
va r iou s Mamu s i  group s were extremely f requent, but we s tern S a o  were in 
ma ny c a s e s  re s pons ib le for the s e  c on s t ant t r ouble s Indeed, the i r  
loc a t ion a s  a b u f f e r  t r ibe be tween the c oa s tal Ma enge and the pe ople 
far the r inland enabled them to p a r ole o f  wa rmong e r s, whe the r  by 
pr ovoking the a nger o f  one group aga in s t  t he oth e r  or s upper e a ch 
o f  them a t  interval s . To illus t r a t e  rela t i on s  b e twe en Maenge and Mamu s i  

with the int e r ference o f  we s te r n  S a o, su f f ice i t  t o  d e s c r ib e  
b r i e fly a ser ie s o f  event s whi ch oc curred dur ing the f ir s t  two de cade s 
o f  thi s century . 

A t  tha t t ime two pr ominent ' wa r r i or s ' who s e  repute i s  s t ill v ividly 
remembered even in s o  d i s t a nt a pla ce  a s  Pomio, exer ted a s t r ong in­
fluence over  tho s e  Mamus i s it ua t ed inland o f  Lau . They were Molau, a 
man o f  Ka ngali, a nd Ave ia t e, h i s  regular and more f r igh t ening partner 
from Ke ra, near the headwa t e r s  o f  Torlu River . Ab out 1 9 10 b oth en­
lis ted men f r om s ix Mamu s i  v illage s, nowaday s  d e s erted, in an exped i t i on 
aga ins t the c oa s tal Maenge o f  Lopo who were  a c cused  o f  making o f fen s ive 
j oke s r e f e rring to the ir  nakedne s s  and, more s pe c i f i c ally, to the ir  
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alway s  d i d , and killed mos t  inhab itant s o f  Lopo in a few minut e s . The 
few who e s caped d id not t ake re fuge in such a Maenge place  a s  Lau ,  but 
in three Mamu s i  v illa ge s  whi ch we re n o t  wi thin the c onfederacy wh i ch 
ext e rmina t ed Lapa . The s urv ivor s evidently expe c t ed mor e s a f e ty f r om 
the ir Mamu s i  c lan ma te s than f r om the ir own t r ib e smen . The po s s ib i l it y  
o f  c ollu s i on b e tween the surv ivors a nd the a s s a i lan t s  wa s denied by our 
inf orma nt s who , in add i t i on , pointed out tha t  i f  such were the ca s e , the 
a c c ompli ce s would have fled to  one of the v illage s involved in the 
exped i t i on .  

A c ouple o f  yea r s  b e f ore , Ave i a t e  had fa iled t o  s t orm Lau . The 
mo t iva t i on of th i s  a t t empt i s  not very clear , although it may have 
c ons i s ted in s imply ' trying it on ' with i t s inhab i t ant s as so f requently 
happened in the a rea . In any ca s e , not only wa s Ave i a t e  a c c ompanied by 
a much  smaller pa r ty wh ich did not include Molau , but the leader  of  Lau 
at tha t t ime wa s the famou s Ka okut u ,  a danger ou s  kille r like hims elf . 
A c c ord ing t o  informant s ,  b oth lead er s faced each other for a while on 
the verge of the v illa ge and the Mamu s i  p it iably wi thdrew . Ne ither 
Ave ia te nor Molau ever t r ied a ga in t o  a t t a ck Lau . Ins tead , amicable 
int e r c ou r s e  developed b e tween b oth people s ,  and trade , focu s ed on salt 
making and the supply o f  mangane s e  ear th , flou r i s hed  in a s i t ua t i on 
whe re the u s e  of  arms would have proved t o o  c o s tly . The r e f ore the 
ma s sa c re perpetra ted a f t erwa rd s  at Lopo fa iled to alt er  imme d i a t ely 
the rela t i ons  wi th  the Mamu s i . Bu t whe n the r e c olle c t ions of  the 
slaugh t e r  b e gan t o  fade in eve ryb ody ' s  memory , when Ave i a t e  himself 
wa s killed ( s ee below) , the village r s  o f  Lau rea l i sed tha t t ime f or 
revenge wa s r ipe . A s igni f icant change in the balance o f  power wa s a 
pre requ i s i t e  a s  not many clans were  c ommon t o  Lau and Lopo , s o  tha t  
enli s t ing int e re s t s  i n  r e t aliat i on wa s n o t  ea s y  and t e n  yea r s  or s o  
elaps e d  b e f ore the Maenge delivered the ir  s t roke with the c ompli c i ty 
o f  S a o  pe ople . However ,  they d id not dare a tt a ck one o f  the s ix 
village s wh ich had extermina ted the popula t i on o f  Lopo ; in s tead , they 
sele c t ed a more a c ce s s ible v illage , Mer amerapuna , whe re they killed  
three  me n and a dozen wome n and children who were working in the ir 
gardens , on the a s s ump t i on t ha t  s ome clan ma t e s  o f  the f ormer a s s a il­
an t s  mu s t  have been among them . Th i s  puni t ive exped i t i on wa s not 
re c iproca ted . S o  mu ch f or h os t i l i t ie s  with Mamu s i  in thi s pa r t  o f  the 
' We s t  Mengen D iv i s i on ' . 

But  t he Mamu s i  d i d  not c onf ine the i r  a c t iv it ie s  t o  t he immed ia t e  
v i c ini ty o f  the ir own t e rr it ory ; they a l s o  made  v i s i t s t o  t h e  Jacquinot 
Bay a rea and so d id the i r  ' wa rr i or s ' .  He re , never thele s s , ho s t ile 
inte rference f rom them wa s u s ually due t o  the re cruitme nt of h i red 
killer s ,  among whom we c ome a cr o s s  Ave ia te  once a ga in . Indeed , it  
s e ems tha t  a r ound Malakur u  and inLand of  t hi s gr oup o f  v illage s no  
vend e t t a  c ould be  s e r i ou sly contemplated  wi thout calling him ,  an  inv i ­
t a t ion whi ch h e  s eld om d e clined. Hi s mos t  regular ' employe r s ' were  
tho s e  Sao who we re  currently engaged in  interne c ine war s  among t hem­
s elve s and per i od ically ind ulged als o in r a id s on the c o a s tal Maenge . 
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The contra ct made with a prof e s s ional killer followed elab ora te rule s :  
a fa thom of or a wa s to be g iven a f t e r  exe cut ion, but on 
conclud ing agre eme nt a f ir s t  depo s i t  wa s always pa id ; the amount of 
which depended on whe ther  or not the ' emp l oyer ' wa s in a hurry ( the 
smaller t he amount the s ooner the v i c t im mu s t  be  killed ) .  The pr oce­
dure wa s le s s  f ormal if  one wanted one ' s  own kin  to kill, and one 
merely sent t he pro s pe c t ive champ ion unde r - cooked taros  f or s ome months . 
The be s t  known killing exped it ion, mounted aga i ns t t he c oa s tal pe ople 
of Ja cquinot Bay, t ook p lace  b e tween 19 10  and 1 9 1 2 A j oint pa rt y of  
Mamu s i  and S a o, led  by Ave iate, a t tacked Ngavale, the  b igge s t  v illage 
in the Malakuru group . A s  usual, the a s s a ilant s arrived a t  dawn, 
killed s ix inhab itants, wounded a nother s ix and ran away immed ia t ely 
Two int e re s t ing fea tur e s  c a n  be f ound in thi s event . F ir s t, mos t  S a o  
member s o f  the p a r t y  came f r om Tolova, t h e  very pla c e  with  whi ch the 
Malakuru pe ople had trade rela t ions and f r om wh ich they r e c e ived new 
var ie t ie s  o f  swee t pot a t o, f or i ns t a nce . Th i s  fa c t  empha s i s e s  the dual 
cha ra c t e r  of int e r c ourse  between b o th t ribe s ; a no ther one, even more  
surpri s i ng p oint ing t o  the  same d ire c t ion, will be  added  shor tly 
S e c ond , the inhabitant s of Maling, only 3 00 yard s from Ngavale, d id not 
help the ir ne ighbour s, alth ough they read admit  tha t t hey real i s ed 
wha t wa s happening . True, the clans c ommon t o  b oth v illa ge s d id not 
c over  the whole popula t ion of e a ch, but c o-memb e r s hip in the kin gr oup s 
would have b een s u f f i c ie nt t o  induce t hem to  g ive a s s i s tance . Ab s ten­
t i on b y  Mal wa s due to a poli cy  o f  i s ola t ionism whi ch then ob ta ined 
and wa s f o s tered by r ivalry with Ngavale Informant s f r om b oth  s 
have reported three other ins t a nce s o f  mili t a ry opera t i ons  involv ing 
Ngavale dur ing t he same de cade and from whi ch Maling held aloo f . Th i s  
i s  a remarkable c a s e  o f  a Maenge g roup ignoring pa r ochial s olidar ity 
and even cla n loya l t ie s, not to s peak o f  tha t awar e ne s s  o f  belong ing t o  
one t r ibe, i n  an int e r - t r ibal challenge 

A c ouple of ye ars  la t e r  the raid on Ngavale wa s r e t alia ted in a way 
wh i ch throws fur the r  light on the fluid ity o f  inter- t r ibal p oli t i c s . 
Alth ough the pe r s onnel o f  the forme r  war - party had been ma inly S a o, 
wherea s the Mamu s i  hired killer s  had been me re i n s t rument s, the v i c t ims ' 
re lative s and f r iend s d e c id ed t o  re gard Ave i a t e  only a s  r e spons ible for 
the ma s s a cre A s  sugge s ted b y  an informa nt, iat ion s  between  
Ngavale and Tolova mu s t  have taken and re s ulted in send ing the 
f orme r s ome ce remonial money as r e t r ibut i on . No d oub t, this branch of 
the Sao t r ibe, a ft e r  u s i ng for so long Ave i a t e ' s  skill in t he ir 
int e rnal qua rrels, were  ge t t ing a fr a id o f  hi s increa s ing influence over 
the i r  own At  all even t s, when preparat i ons we re be ing made 
to  kill him, the pe ople o f  Tolova a s s i s ted  the avenger s  in  ent rapp 
h im .  Inde ed, Ave iate  wa s inv i ted to Tolova t o  me e t  a man who wa s 
supp o s ed t o  o f f e r  h im a new ' c ontra c t ' .  F or t hree day s, spent  in ex­
changing me s s enge r s  be twe en  the S a o  and the Mamu s i, the killer he s i t a t ed, 
but he eventually came to the rend e z -v ou s  w i th two clan mat e s .  The man 
who pret ended t o  hire  him, a half - ca s t e o f  Ma enge and S a o, per suad ed  
the three Mamu s i  to  f ollow him t o  his  v i lla ge, about f our h our s ' walk 
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from Ngavale . When Ave ia t e  arr ived there, a me s s enge r wa s s ent t o  
Ngavale and, the f ollowing night, 3 0  Maenge ga thered t o  kill thi s gre a t  
hero who wa s s l eep ing i n  t h e  men ' s  hou s e . 

More s t or i e s  in the same vein c ould be  add ed, all sugge s t ing tha t 
t r iba l ident ity, though c lear t o  the Maenge a s  a wan tok feeling, 
played no de c i s ive part in  c onfr ont a t ions w i t h  other t ribe s, whi ch 
c onf ront a t i on s  supply the ult ima t e  t ouch s t one o f  i t s  ope ra t ive prope r ­
t i e s . In f a c t, a feeling of  t r ibal ident i t y  worked only i f  i t  d id not  
confli c t  with v illa ge int e re s t s  or clan l oyalt ie s, the  la t t e r  i gnor ing 
frequently l ine s o f  cleavage b e twee n  t ribe s . Thi s  c onclu s i on i s  als o  
t rue the other way ar ound ; thu s the Ma enge t r ib e  had n o  more rea s ons 
t o  t re a t  the Mamu s i  as a who le than to rega rd i t s elf as a uni ty . I n­
s t ead, b oth amicable rela t ions  and c ruel feud s ob ta ined be tween such 
and s uch Maenge vi llage a nd so  and so  Mamu s i pla ce, while the r e s t  o f  
each  lingu i s t i c  c ommunity rema ined a s ide . The c ont r a s t  i s  the more 
s t r iking f or the Sao, s ince the Ma enge had, a t  the psych olog ical level 
at le a s t, a c o lle c t ive a t t i t ude  to the s e  pe op l e . Alt hough t hey had t o  
j ump c on s t antly f r om t rade t o  h o s t ilit ie s with  them ( a  s i tua t i on not 
bas ically d i f fe rent from that o f  the ir t r ib e smen o f  the Lau area with 
the Mamu s i ) ,  they c ons idered the S a o  at  large as  s ub s tantially wicked, 
and thi s op inion rema ined irr e spe c t ive of  the current s t a t e  of a f fa ir s . 
True, they had t o  ke ep  in  t ou ch w i th them, a nd even j oin  them in mili­
t a ry a lliance s on s ome occa s ions, because  o f  the ir loca t ion be tween 
the c oa s t  and t he int e r i or, but they all agreed on thi s negat ive 
s te r e otype . Ha ted  in as much as they were  felt ind i s pensable, the Sao 
had a p o s i t i on s omewha t s imilar to that o f  the Jews in med iaeval Eur ope, 
except  tha t t hey we re more o f t en killer s  than killed Among the sur­
round ing t r ibe s, the Sao  r e sembled the Maenge mos t  a nd were the b e s t  
known, wh i ch i s  probab ly why they were seen a s  b ogey-men a nd s capegoa t s . 
Inc ident ally, i t  i s  when they dealt with them tha t  the Maenge a c t uali sed 
the ir own t ribal ident , as  i f  the more alike two pe ople s are  the more 
s t r ong ly they oppo s e  each othe r . 

2 .  S ince mos t  fea ture s o f  int er - t r ibal 
feud s examined with  regard t o  the Mamu s i  a nd the S a o, 
i t  i s  po s s ible t o  rev iew more rapidly the ins tanc e s  of  confronta t i on 
with other t r ibe s .  The de s c r ip t i on o f  the s alt -making expe d i t i ons  
mount ed by var i ou s  Kol group s ha s pointed t o  thre e  d i f fe rent p a t t e rn s  
o f  rela t i on w i t h  t h e  Maenge : ( i) pea c e ful int e r c our s e  b e twe en the 
northern part o f  the ' Kol No . l  Div is ion ' and t he Longue inga, ( ii )  friendly 
conne c t i on s  and mutual a s s i s ta nce  b e tween  the s outhe rn par t o f  the ' Kol 
No . l  D ivi s ion ' and the c oa s t al pe ople of Sali, ( i i i )  repeated  h o s t ili ­
t i e s  b e tween the ea s tern Ko l and the Ma enge of Pomio . Only the third 
c a s e  is c on s idered here . The fa c t  tha t  the e a s t e rn Kol had to go a s  
f a r  a s  Pomio for  salt -ma king sugge s t s  tha t  they would have had an 
unplea sant  re cep t ion els ewhere  on the c oa s t, wherea s they were rea s on­
ably s a fe when  c r o s s ing t he lime s t one pla teau b e tween I s o  River a nd 
Ola ipuna a nd t hen  dur ing the ir s t ay on the b ea ch . Ola ipuna, a S a o  
v illage whi ch wa s t o  welc ome q u i t e  a few Kol migrant s a f t e r  t he s e c ond 
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world war, was In pre - c ontac t t imes the Kol ies  had mad e  
s pec i al agreement s wi th the p e ople o f  O l aipuna, one token o f  which i s  
the anc i ent t r ack  from thi s village t o  Laki r i, the main place o f  the 
s alt -makers , through Moev e . B ut the re was probably no d i re c t arrange ­
ment wi th the Maenge o f  Pomio, the S ao unde r taking to  negot i a t e  the 
s t ay wi th  the i r  c oas tal nei ghbours . Now, the Olaipuna v illager s ,  not 
unli ke the wes te rn S ao, into trouble wi th the inhab i t ants  o f  Pomio 
when they felled  a d o·z en o f  the ir bread - frui t trees  and devas t a t ed 
the i r  gardens . As a res ult,  the par tne r s  o f  the Kol c e a s e d  to b e  
help ful, although they h a d  los t four men o n  t h e  bat tle - field, whi ch 
mus t hav e  allowed them to  a s k  s ome retr ibution s inc e the Maenge had  no 
warr ior  killed on the i r  s id e . Thi s cla s h  took pla c e  at the t urn o f  
the Through the following years the s alt-make r s ' s tay on the 
s ea -board  was unc e r tain , the hos t p op ulat i on p robably b e ing c ontent 
wi th the , ye t re fus ing t o  c ommi t its elf a fres h . That would 
explain why the Kol p ar t i e s  o f  tha t  t ime c ons i s t e d  o f  3 0  t o  40 p eople 
as opp o s ed to 10 b e fore the c on flic t b e tween P omio and Olaipuna . In 
s p i te  o f  the i r  rein forc ement s ,  they we re a t t ac ked  twic e  by the loc al 
villagers .  I t  i s  no longer p o s s ible t o  acc urate  informa t i on on 
the re as ons for thi s s ud d en v i olence but it was c e r t a inly c onne c ted  
with  a mas s ac r e  about tha t  s ame t ime a t  Koinapuna, a Maenge v illage 
on Water f all B ay Indeed, it  was from Lakir i  that the as s a ilants  o f  
Koinapuna c ame , and i t  was amon g  the i r  clan mat es o f  P omio that mos t  
s urvivor s  took re fuge, two f ac t s  p oint ing t o  clan loyal t i e s  a s  the 
explos ive f ac tor  in tho s e  hos t il i t i e s  between Maenge and Kol . Although 
i t  i s  d i f f ic ult t o  s ay whi ch t ook  up arms fir s t, about 1 9 05 the Kol 
were  s till wai t ing to s e t tle the b alanc e ,  as they amb us hed  the inhabi ­
t an t s  o f  Pomio on the way t o  the i r  gardens and killed  two o f  them . 

Th i s  new s c ene in the s tory o f  the relat i ons  b e tween both p e ople s  
c ontains two interes t ing feature s . They c ame from Lakir i  to  the 
c oas t and p repared  the ambush in the irmne d i a t e  v i c ini t y  o f  Pomio 
wi thout d i f f i c ulty . Thi s  impli e s  that as s i s t ance from the S ao o f  
Olaipuna  was s t ill ava ilable t o  the Kol On the o ther h and, all 
informan ts  ins i s t e d  tha t  many Longueinga p ar t ic ip a t ed in the op erat i on 
from i t s  incep t ion to  i t s  c omple t i on, wh ich means that the permanent 
alli anc e be tween the ' Bush Mengen ' and the nor thern p art of the ' Kol 
No . l  D iv i s i on ' was occ as i on ally extended to the No 2 Div i s i on S uch 
c o - op e r a t i on was p robably s ec ured  through the good o f f i c e s  o f  Olaip una 
rather than through the people of tho s e  Kol villages  half -way from 
L aki ri  t o  the Longue inga c ountry . Ind e e d, Olaipuna  was v i s i te d  as  
o f t en by Longue inga as  b y  Kol . 

Thi s ambush, too, was rec ip roc a t e d  five years  later, when the 
murderers  and the i r  clan mat e s  though t tha t  it had b een forgo t t en . On 
a r out ine t rade  exp ed i t i on to Pomio, a party  from Laki r i ,  a ft e r  s elling 
s ome p i g s  to the Maenge, was inv ited by  them to s pend a whi l e  in the i r  
men ' s hous e . A s. s o  frequent ly h appened a t  t h a t  t ime, once the Ko l 
v i s i to r s  we re  indoors,  they were shut in and s laugh tered . The point 
t o  b e  emphas i s e d  is  that the tr ip of the bush people t o  Pomio is  
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that s urvived the withdrawing o f  O laipuna 
b e tween the two p ar t i e s  Al though tradi t i onal 

a l l owed as s ai l ants  t o  c once a l  thei r  i dent i , s uch 
s ec r e t s  never fai l e d  to be d i s c overe d , so that one mus t c onc lude that 
p e op l e s  wi th each o ther whi l e  prep aring fur ther hos t i l i ­

3 .  

Thi s  woul d  mean that barter  and vio le nc e  wer e  b ut s uc c es s ive 
s ys t em connec d i fferent 

as s oc i a t e d  s imul t aneous ly and wi th equa l  intens 
feud and t rade 

Unl ike the we s te rn 
, the i r  tribesmen o f  the Wate r fa l l  B ay area s eem t o  have b ee n  

c ons t ant l y  at  war w i t h  tho s e  S ao 1 on their inland b orde r . The 
only was the re ami c ab le r e l at i ons wi th Ram , the 
marke t vi where the T omoive l y  met from 
the s ea -b oard . But not unt i l  about 1 9 1 5 , i 0 e .  a dec ade b e fore the 
fir s t  c a t e ch i s t  was p o s t e d  to , was thi s  a d ep endab l e  p e ac e . 
B e fore  that , wi th Ram were not uncommon 

The s t ate  o f  
vi 

e as t e rn S ao o On 
vi , Kua l e , 

a f fairs  in th i s  are a  i s  i l l us t ra t e d  by the numb er o f  
that were d e s e r t e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  war fare with the 

the pre s en t  s i te of Ko l a i  p lantat ion ther e  wer e  thre e  
and To l a , mos t  peop l e  o f  which wer e  ki l le d  

b e tween 1 9 0 5  and 1 9 10 Ove r  the s ame S ao a t t ac ke d  an-
other three  vi l l age s , , Lomo l omopuna and Mat ap e , on the coas t 
b e tween Ko l ai Rive r  and the pre s ent boundary o f  C ut arp p lant a t i on , and 
no s urvivor dared to l ive there any Mos t  runaways t ook  r e fuge 
at Mat ong whi ch e d  at t ac ks thanks t o  i t s  nume rous p op u l a -
t ion and i t s  very s p os i t i on on a s te ep h i l l , a s i te de s er te d  after  
chr i s t iani s at i on . was the s afe p lac e at that  t ime and s eems 
to have b een so a l e r t  that any s d e t e c t e d  in i t s  v i c ini t y  was 

s e i ze d  and ki l le d  Thi s happ ened even to s ome un fortunate 
S u l ka and Mae nge who had j us t  e s c ap ed S ao war r i o r s  But Matong was 

in r e t a l i a t i on on b eha l f o f  re fugee s  who had 
i t , and in d e terrent  ac t i ons on i t s  own b eha l f . The means us e d  

f o r  thi s doub le p urp o s e d i d  not d i f fe r  from t h e  S ao 1 s  and was as  e f f i ­
c ient  Thus the of two S ao near the hea dwa t e r s  o f  
Ko l a i  R iver and o f  ano ther inland o f  Manguna p l antat i on were extermina t ed � 

, one o f  the p r e s ent c ul t  l e ad e r s  at Mat ong , a hal f - c as t e  o f  
, l o s t mos t  o f  h i s  kin i n  raids  b y  t h e  fathers 

and unc l e s  of his fe l l ow v i l , and has b een for many years a 
q ua l i fi e d  b e tween t h e  c oas t a l  p eop l e  and t h e  Tomoive thanks 
to h i s  S ao :Mutua l exterminat ion h ad two c on-
s equenc e s  of  eventua l ly took advant age . F irs t ly ,  as wi th 
Lau in i t s  c on frontat i on wi th the Mamus i ,  u s  hawki s h ' a t t i t ude 
prob ab p l ayed a in the c onc lus i on and ob s ervanc e o f  the 
t rade wi th Ram .  S , by the onl y  re s i s tanc e to 
S ao aggr e s s i on in the are a it b e c ame an inter - t r ib a l  me pot which 
at t rac t e d  S ulka and even s ome S ao .  As wi l l  
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b e  s e en here after  
an  int e r - tribal  

Be fore ami c ab le r e l a t i ons  wi th Ram wer e  
s kirmi s h  Tomoive i s  s aid  t o  have 
very c onc l us ive from an inter - tr i b a l  

were a few members  a 
hand , no feud with the S ul ka has b een 

s ion the firs  
r e lat ions of  the that t r ib e  

o f  
on . 

d e fini t ive ly e s t ab l is he d , a 
t aken p lac e but it  i s  not 
o f  view s inc e the T omoive 
S ao On the o ther 

whi ch c on firms the 
vi s i tors  about the 

war fare are vari ous  
s oc s ion c ome s from the 
Maenge v iew o ther t r i b e s  When 
to  d e s c r ib e  d i f fe renc e s  b e twee n  the  and the i r  , mos t 
in formant s wi l l  c l aim that a l l  the p e op le s  o f  New Br i t a in are organi s ed 
a l ong the very s ame l ines  and that woul d  no t 
there fore find i t  d i f f i cu l t  f i t  t h e  s oc i a l  o f  the 
To lai  Thi s  p l e as ant  r e s t s  on fal s e  premi s e s , 
s inc e even s o  a p e op l e  a s  the or the Ko l e 

l e s  d i f fe rent from the c o as t - dwe l le r s  ; b ut the b e l i e f  in a 
s ob the i s l and is a fac t o f  maj or  im-
port  to the unde r s  o f  int er - t r ib a l  r e l a ti ons  When a Maenge 
c l aims that he woul d  be ab l e  to f ind mat e s  in any t i c  

what s oeve r , the his s ta t ement  i l lumina t e s  
a t t i t ud e  t o  t r i b e s  on the borders  o f  h i s  

The t r ue i s s ue here  i s  what fac t s  at  the b ehavioural  
l eve l , may h ave re s ul te d  in s uch  a t urn  o f  mind t iv e  of the 
ac tual c ons traints  l i e d  var ious s oc i a l  s y s t ems ? 

Ind ee d , from a formal of v i ew whi c h  is pre c i s e ly the argument 
p ut forwar d  the informant s in any d i s cus s i on , the Maenge , as  we l l  as 
thei r  , a r e  d i s t r ibuted into s imi l ar kin group s , the 
vernacular l at i ons  o f  which c an e as b e  t r ans l ated  from one 

into another The troub l e is howeve r  that the memb ership in , 
and the func t i ons o f , thes e group s  d i f fe r  from one t r i b e  t o  another c 
F i rs t , the rule  o f  d e s c ent  i s  not the s ame among a l l the p e op le s  c on -
c erned Whi le the Mamus S ao and S ul ka have mat ri - c l ans , the 
s i t ua t i on is not s le wi th the T omoive and the Ko l o As for the 
T omo iv e , al s everal  in formant s hav e  c laime d that have a l s o  
matr i -c l ans s ome o f  thei r  show c as e s  o f  l i ne a l  
a f f i l i a t i on , as a r e s u l t  o f  Ko l inf l uence  ove r  r e c ent  decades o 
Among the Ko l ,  tho s e kin group s  which are c a l l e d  in the vernac ular 
' vines ' or ' vine - shoo t s w - l i ke the c l ans the T omoive and S ul ka -
rec rui t the ir memb e r s  in e i ther l ine l inea l  a f f i l iat ion 
is by  far the mos t Thi s  r u l e  i s  c ons is t ent wi th tradi 
t i ons the c re at i on of the 1 vines 1 t o  t en mythic a l  
p e r s ons , thr e e  o f  whom are mal e s  inc onc e ivab l e  t o  
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the  for  examp le . It  fol lows tha t  de s c ent , as  ob s e rved today in  
this  tribe , is  prob ab ly no recent  a l t erat i on o f  a more  tradi t i ona l 

, which i s  a l s o the purport o f  the informant s . I n  the s ec ond 
p lac e , the above kin group s  di f fer from one t r ibe to another wi th  
r e s p ec t t o  exogamy I n  mos t  p e op le s  o f  the  area  under  s tudy , they 
are exogamous , but the Ko l ' vines ' are not ; nor were the S ao c lans , s o  
that the Maenge us ed t o  charge the ir  bush nei ghbours wi th c on s t ant l y  

i n  inc e s t Thirdly , the s it uat ion app ear s  to  be  har d ly more 
uni f orm when we t urn t o  the lar ge r  uni t s  pres ent in e ach of  the s e  
s oc i e t ie s 0 Al l o f  them , exc ep t  for the Ko l and s ome vi l lages  i n  the 
' Bush Divi s ion ' , h ave moi e t ie s  whi ch i nc lude the var i ous c l ans 
as their r e s p ec t ive S tr i c t ly s p eaking , we s hould  s e t  the 
S ao s ince quas i -moie t i e s , the ir c l ans b e ing non-
exogamous o Unl ike the o ther  tribes , the Ko l have no moi e t i e s  o r  
q uas i -mo i e t ie s , b u t  they have never the l e s s  a ' Smo l P i s in ' and a ' B i g  
P i s in 1 , a s  their n e i ghbour s  and thems e lv e s  maint ain . What i s  i t  a l l  
abo ut ? S ly , among the i r  t en origina l 1 vine s ' ther e  i s  a group , 
as s oc iated  wi th the brown (Ko l : , which i s  gran t e d  a s enior 
pos i t ion in mytho l o gy , whi ls t  a l l the o ther s are c on s idere d  j un i or to 
it and are as s oc iated  wi th sma l l  or s hy b ir d s , tre e s  or cul t ivated  
p lants . As a r e s ul t , ' P i s in ' s ub s umes onl y  one ' vine ' and ' Smo l 
P i s in '  i s  c o -extens ive to  the who le s with the except i on o f  the 

p e op l e Among the Longue inga , s ome c lans , in p ar t i c u l ar T avave , 
are o f  Kol , ho l d  the s ame s oc io l o g i c a l  v iew , a l though they 

adhere to  matr i l ineal  d e s c en t  and exogamy as do  the c oas t a l  Mae nge . 
Thi s l as t  c a s e  d oe s  not c a l l  for a s pe c i a l  d i s c us s i on s inc e i t  i s  b ut 
a c ombina t i on o f  featur e s  b orrowed from two d i f fe rent s oc ie t i e s  and 
the r e fore introduc e s  no indep end ent var i ab le into the review o f  c u l ­
tura l divers i ty , whic h i s  the only point  c ons idered  for the t ime b e ing . 
However , i t  wi l l  b e  examined  later  on in a more de t a i l e d  way as  a 
s examp l e  o f  inter - tr ib a l  as s imi l at ion 

This  s imp l i f i e d  s o c io logic a l  c ompar i s on s hows the Maenge and their 
n e i ghbour s  t o  b e  anything b ut homo geneous . D o  the p e op le s  o f  the area  
r e a l l y  i gnore tho s e d i f ferenc e s  and take s er i ous l y  s up er fi c i a l  s imi l a­
r i t i e s  when they c laim a b as i c  s amene s s ? And i f  s o , why do  they 
b ehave , in t r ad e  exp e d i t i on s  and war fare , f or i ns t anc e , as  though 
s imi l ar i t i e s  wer e  more  imp o r t ant  than d i f ferenc e s ? As evidenc ed by 
the Maenge a t t i tude t o  the p r ac t i c e  o f  c lan end o gamy among the S ao , a l l  
informants  are awar e  o f  wha t  makes the ir respec t ive s oc ie t ie s  s o  d i s ­
t inc t t o  the anthrop o l o gi s t  But i t  doe s  no t mat t er very much in the 

fie l d  of inter - tr ibal  What i s  ope r a t ive here i s a 
c r i t e r i on whi ch the anthrop o l o gi s t  wou l d  b e  inc l i ne d  t o  c ons i de r  
s ec ondary , name ly a c ommon as s o c i at i on with a s ' to t em '  W ithout 
wis h ing to  reve r t  to  - S t raus s ' he lp ful di s cus s i on ( 1 9 62 )  of this  
v exed no t i on , o f t e n  a b lanket for j ar r ing i ns t i tut i ons  irrespe c t ive o f  
the c ul tur e s  from which they have been e xt r ac te d , ' to t em '  wi l l  b e  us e d  
h e r e  f o r  want o f  a s imp l e r  and more c onveni ent t e rm . ' To t em ' ,  w i t h  
r e f er enc e t o  t h e  Mae nge and the ir  n e i ghbour s , wi l l  there fore d e s ignat e  



that b o t anic a l  or s pec ies , s ome t ime s j us t  a var ie ty , which  
i s  s aid  to  have begotten  o r  s he l t ered a c e r tain c lan or ' vine ' , or  to  
have b e e n  ins trumen t a l  in its  c oming into  b e ing . Its  name was  adop ted  
as c l an or ' vine ' name in p r imev a l  t imes and i s  the  b as i s  for  c las s i fi 

kins h ip among the members  o f  the group . The s p e c i e s  as s oc ia t e d  
wi th a c lan or  ' vine ' c anno t be  ki l l ed or  eaten by i t s  members  The 
p oint to b e  emphas i s ed is that not only  do the Maenge know i n  what 
v i l l ag e s  of the i r  l ingui s t i c  c ommunity they c an find c lan mat e s , but 
a l s o  they hav e  s ome idea of the geographi c a l  d is tribut i on of tho s e  
peop le reco gn i s ing t h e  s ame ' to t em '  as thems e lv e s among t h e  ne i ghb our -

tribe s . O f  c ours e , the l a t t e r  knowl edge i s  mor e  deve l op e d  when 
one ' s  c lan i s  s ai d  t o  hav e  ori ginated  out s i d e  the Maenge c o untry or  
when it  has  the s ame name in o ther l anguage s ,  two frequent 
phenomena as shown hereafte r . 

On the c ontrary , the c laim tha t the dual divis ion o f  s oc i e ty i s  the 
s ame in a l l  the t r ib e s  c onc erne d  s e ems t o  be  l arge ly  d ep r ived of  p r ac ­
t i c a l  v a l ue . T o  b egin wi th , even among the Maenge a l one s ome c lans are 
as s i gned at Mat ong to  one moi e t y  and at  Ma l akuru t o  the o ther ( p re s ent 
t ens e r e fe r s  t o  the p e r i od 1 9 67 This  d i s c repanc y , which  s t i l l  
wor r i e s  o lder  peop le when mar r iage s o c c ur b e tween ' E as t Mengen ' and 
' We s t  Mengen ' ,  is mor e  emb ar ras s when the Maenge c oncep t i on i s  
comp ared  wi th a s ys t em d e finite ly a lien  t o  i t . W i th r e s p ec t t o  the 
Ko l ,  s uc h  a d i f f ic u l ty i s  c ircumvented equat ing c onvent i ona l their 
Paki ' vine ' ( ' B i g  Pi s in ' )  t o  the ' Great Moi e ty ' o f  the Maenge and a l l  
the i r  other ' vines ' t oge ther t o  the ' Smal l  Moi e ty ' , a s at i s fac tory 
d evic e as  mar r iages b e tween the two tribes have been rare But 
verb a l i sm fai l e d  to  s o lv e  the prob l em .for the S ao and c ons eque nt 
many b e tween them and Maenge p eop l e  wer e  regarded as in-
c es t uous , the onl y  pre c aut ion t aken in thi s mat t e r  c ons i s t ing i n  the  
ob s ervanc e  o f  ' to t em '  exogamy Q Here  again , the  as s o c i at i on wi th a 
c ommon ' to t e m '  appears  to  have  b een the d ec i s iv e  fac tor  in inter - tr ib a l  
adj us tment . Neve r the l es s , the Mae nge and thei r  n e i ghbour s  boas t o f  
the i r  ab i l i ty to  gue s s the moi e ty o f  any s t ranger , irre spec t ive o f  h i s  
t r ib e , through l ooking at  t h e  p a lm o f  h i s  hand . Al s o , and mor e  
s er io us ly ,  s eve r a l  marr iage s b e tween Maenge and Mamus i on t h e  one hand ,  
and b e tween Maenge and S ulka on the o ther were s o  arranged that s p ous e s  
were chos en from opp o s i t e  mo i e t i e s  i n  the ir  r e s p e c t ive  t r i b e s . But 
thi s  c ar e  does  not s eem t o  have  b e en gene ra l , whe reas  c lan memb e r s hip 
or ' to t em' as s oc i at i on was a lways fina l , as a l l in formant s  hav e  i n ­
s is t ent ly s ai d . 

Prov i d e d  we d i s re gard the  prep o s t e ro us c l aim that a l l  the p e op l e s  o f  
New B r i t ain have  the s ame s oc i a l  organi s a t ion , we c an take s er i ous 
what the Maenge s ay o f  ' to t em ' s ol i dar i t y  among memb e r s  of a d j ac ent 
t r i b e s  The extent to  whi c h  thi s s o l id ar i ty may have  ac t ua l ly worke d 
in p r e - c ontac t t imes dep end s on whe ther s trange r s  reque s t ing as s is tanc e 
wer e  ab l e  t o  b a s e  thems e lv e s on s uch  p r e c e den t s  as  l as t ing int e r c o ur s e  b e ­
tween the .two part i e s , or whe ther they had nothing t o  p ut f orward b ut a 
s imi o f  ' t o t em ' I t  is there fore nec e s s ary to d i s t ingui s h  b e tween 
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two b road c a se s : ( tha t  memb e r ship i n  t h e  s ame c lan whi ch wa s s oc ia l ly 
and ev id enced by mutua l v i s i t s  and var ious f orms o f  re c ipro­
a ' t ot em '  a s s oc ia t i on c ommon t o  two group s which have neve r  

touch ly . 

The f ir s t  c a s e  oc cur s ma inly when the mytho logy o f  d i f f e rent t r ib e s  
exp l ic i t ly a s cr ibe s the s ame p la c e  o f  ori g in t o  a l l  tho s e  group s wh i ch 
have the same t o t em '  and are  t hus t rue b ranche s o f  the same c lan , the 
ident i fy o f  a Maenge c lan re s t ing on no other cr i t e r i on . Cha ra c teri sed 
by s t rong e r  l inks be tween the g roup s inv o lved , a var iant o f  thi s 
c a s e  c orre s p ond s to  the fo l l owing s itua t i on :  one of  the b ranche s s t i l l  
l ive s on o r  near t he mythi ca l  s i te  o f  emergence whi le the other one s 
have and , a ft e r  v is var i ou s  qua r t er s , have eventua l ly 
s e t t led d own in a d i f fe rent l ingu i s t i c  area . In e ithe r hypothe s is ,  a l l  
s e gment s of  the c lan c oncerne d  r e c ogni s e  t he s ame p la c e  of  eme rgence 
(:Maenge : which the ir memb e r s  per iod ica l ly v i s i t  in dreams 
and where d e a th . Ind e ed , the  very l o ca t ion o f  s ome -
b ody ' s  l ly the mos t  d e c i s ive  ev idence for the 
a c t ua l  orig in c lan . Even a usurper who ind e fa t igab ly c la ims 
tha t  h i s  ma t r i l inea l  ance s tor s were no s trang e r s  d o e s  not dare t o  l ie 
ab ou t  the s i t ua t ion of  ir 

Ma enge c lans whi ch  a re known to have origina t e d  in other l ingui s t ic 
a r e a s  w i l l  b e  examined f ir s t . To a l low s ign i f icant c ompa r i s on s , on ly 
c lans c ons idered aut onomou s , tha t i s , end owed wi th  a pa langapuna o f  
the i r  own , wi l l  be t aken int o a c c ount , whi le t h o s e  whi ch have ga ined 
the ir ident i ty through s e para t ing r e cently f r om a more anc ient one a re 
t o  b e  d i sregarded  a s  mer e  branche s o f  it . Now , 4 6  c lans thr oughout 
the Maenge c ountry mee t  the ab ove cond i t ions . Among them 15 are  r e ­
c ogni sed  by b oth the ir  own memb e r s  and ou t s id e r s  a s  hav ing a f or e ign 
or igin . Such  a propor t i on c l ea r ly shows wha t the pre s ent Maenge popu-
l a t i on owe s t o  ion s  i n  pre - conta c t  t ime s . T o  he lp the understanding 
o f  the part whi ch they p layed in int e r - t r iba l t rade  and war fare , the s e  
15  c lans wi l l  b e  c la s s i f ied a cc ord ing t o  the ir ori g in . 

1 .  The be s t- known are O l enga and 
Viv i l iga . B oth came from Kanga l i  v i l la ge and it s v i c inity . Ea ch of 
them had ma ny memb e r s  a t  Bano and Mara , two Ma enge v i l l ages  a lr eady 
menti oned und e r  the head ing ' Trade ' .  In pre- c ont a c t  t ime s c ons tant 
inte r c our s e  ob tained b e tween the s e  two p la c e s  and Kanga l i  on the occa ­
s i on of  fea s t s  and funera l r it e s . I t  i s  th i s  a s s oc ia t i on tha t exp la ins 
why the o f  Bano and Ma ra wer e  t he regu lar trade par tne r s  of  the 
Mamu s i  among t he t Mengen ' .  I t  a c c ount s a l s o  f or the nota b l e  
suc ce s s  a t t a ined in t h e  r e s t t lement of  ha l f  t h e  popu l a t i on o f  Kanga l i  
a t  Irena a ft e r  Wor ld War II . A third Mamu s i  c lan , Naga , s eems t o  have 
been le s s  t o  the Maenge . S ome o f  i t s  memb e r s  we re , and are  
s t i l l ,  1 a t  Lau whe re have probab been instrumenta l in the 
agreement mad e  with the Mamu s i s a l t -making part ie s . A mor e  inf luent ia l 
branch o f  Naga i s  t o  be f ound in the Me lko i area . 
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2 .  Two c l ans , 
Ka nimo s i  the Mamu s i  area 
and that par t  of  terr i t ory of Va iramana , no  
inf ormant be  ab le to  d e cide  whi ch wa s the i r  init ia l hab i ta t . Tho s e  
few peop le who surv ived the ext ermina t ion of Lopo and f led  to  Mamu s i  
v i l lages  be l onged t o  the s e c lans . Today s ome o f  t hem l ive a t  Va iramana , 
kee p ing in  t ouch with the ir c lan ma t e s  in the a rea b e tween the headwa t e r s  
of Va iramana River and tho s e  of Tor lu Rive r .  

3 .  Nume r ous  a t  Muku lu v i l la ge in the ' Bush Mengen 
D iv i s ion , the memb e r s  o f  the c l a n  Ulunga te have the ir .i.;.._...;;;;.;....;;;;.1..,_i-;;;.;..;;.;;_ 
the v i c inity o f  U l amona . A l though they d o  not regard thems e lv e s  
t iv e l y  a s  the of f spr ing o f  migrant s  from the Nakana i c ount ry , t he 
locat ion o f  the ir mythi ca l  p la c e  of eme rgence t oge the r  with t he 
s pe c ia l is a t i on of Muku lu vi l lage r s  in trade exped it i on s  t o  the nor th 
c oa s t  leave r oom f or no d oub t about the or i g in o f  Ulunga t e . 

4 .  Among the Longue inga , ano ther c la n  of great  impor t -
ance i n  par t  of  the pr e s ent  d iv i s i on ha s ori gina ted out s id e  
the Ma e nge coun t ry , name ly Tavave Unl ike Ulunga te , however ,  thi s  c lan 
pos se s s e s  a d e ta i led re c ord of it s m igrat ion f rom the p la ce of eme rgence 
up : t o  tho s e  v i l lages  whe re i t s  memb e r s  have recent ly s e t t led d own . A l l  
the Tavave people c ame from Koaveniki , a Kol v i l lage ab out  ha l f -way 
from Nu tuve in the pre s ent ' Ko l  No . l  D iv i s ion ' t o  Pakia in the ' Bush 
Mengen D iv i s ion ' . Whe n  moving we s tward , a good d e a l  of  the s e  migrant s 
e s tab l i shed v i l lage s within the Ko l area wh i l e  othe r s  de c ided on pro­
ceed ing farthe r  and eventu a l ly mad e  the ir l iv ing among the L ongue inga . 
A s  a r e sul t , there wa s an unb r oken cha in of  p l a c e s  he ld b y  Tavave 
memb e r s  wh ich c ontr ib u t ed grea t ly to the c ont inu i ty of  t rade b e twe e n  
t h e  two tr ibe s .  Nowadays  the a nc i ent s o l idar ity obt a ining among the 
va r i ous  branche s of  Tavave , whe the r Ko l or Ma enge , s t i l l  operat e s  and 
r e c ipr ocated v i s i t s are  frequen t , c lan ma t e s  t aking any oppor tuni ty  in 
the day - t o-day l if e  for s pend a few days with the other l ingu i s t i c  
community . In add i t i on ,  s ome Tavave o f  the Maenge b ra nch can s peak 
Ko l .  

5 .  I n  pre - c ont a c t  t ime s , that 
of t he l iving on Wa t er fa l l  Bay a lready inc luded s ome c la ns 
of  Sao or igin . I t  is  d i f f i cult  t o a s ce rt a in whe ther endemi c war fa re in 
this a rea wa s a c on s equence of  the ir pre s ence on the c oa s t ,  a lt hough it  
i s  c lear tha t the ir memb e r s  d id o c c a s iona l ly appe a l  to  the ir bush  c lan 
ma t e s  f or re ta l ia t ion on the ir t r ibe smen , a ft e r  be ing offended by t he 
la t t er . Wha t  i s  certain  i s  that inte r- t r iba l feud d id not prevent the 
Maenge from we l c oming Sao r e fugee s in the ir  v i l la ge s , pre c i s e ly on 
a c c ount of a c ommon c lan membe r ship . In th i s  r e s pe c t , three  c lans , 
Karaga le , Pa lege a nd Ra inana , are  o f  pa r t i cu lar intere s t . A l l  of  them 
origina t ed in t he Sao a rea and have d e t a ched branche s among the Tomo ive . 
A l l  of  them are d e s c r ibed in the loca l myth of  or ig in a s  ' fr iend s ' of  
Va lakauna , a pa ramount Maenge c lan sa id t o  have found ed Ma t ong v i l lage 
A l l  of them had membe r s  on the c oa s t  a t  the turn of  thi s century , ma inly 
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a t  Ranut u .  Wha t  happened t o  the inhab i tant s o f  Ranutu throws 1 on 
the pos i t ion of the s e  thr e e  c lans  in the i nt er - t r iba l o f  tha t 
t ime . Loca ted a t  the mou th o f  I s o  River , Ranutu had a Maenge p opu la t i on 
c ompr i s  a few Sao r e fugee s .  Mo s t  land s wer e  ve s ted in 
Ra ina na member s who s e em to have been very inf luent i a l ove r  the ir 
fe l l ow v i l  Be tween 1 900 and 1 9 10 Ranutu got inv o lved in  t roub le s 
b e tween Mat ong and the S a o , and s evera l inhab itant s were ki l le d . As a 
r e su l t , the v i l lage wa s d e ser ted , mo s t  peop le  f lee ing t o  the b us h . As 
f or the three c la ns concerned , the ir  member s d ivided int o  two group s � 
one took re fuge in  the area c ont r o l l ed by the Sao  and Tomo ive ( s ome 
we nt even so far a s  Na la ) � the oth e r  eventua l j oined Ma t ong a f t e r  

i n  t h e  b ush f or a c oup le  o f  year s . Thi s  s t ory wa s to a 
f ina l chap ter a f t e r  the s e c ond wor ld war when a re s e t t lement v i l  
wa s bui l t  on the sit e  o f  Ranutu ( s e e  Chapter  3 ) . 

6 .  A s re l a t ion s  b e twee n  the e a s t e rn 
Sao  Tomoive mus t  b e en very c l o s e  from b o th the ic 
and the s oc 1 s tand � point s ,  it i s  s ome t ime s d i f f i cu l t  t o  know 
whether a cer t a in c la n  pre s e nt among t he Maenge of  Wa t e rfa l l  Bay 
ini t ia l ly came from the farmer ' s  hab i ta t  or the lat t er ' s "  However ,  
two c lans , name Ma ngo and Ra parapa , are  o f  Tomo ive or igin . 
Both are  as  having had s ome member s l iv ing a t  Ranut u  b e f ore 
t h i s  v i l lage wa s le f t  by i t s inhab i tant s .  Raparapa wh ich is usua l ly 
c on s idered a s  the Tomoive  c ount erpart or ver s i on of  La ia , the s e c ond 
mos t  important c lan of  Maenge or igin at Mat ong , ho ld s s ome land r ight s  
i n  the v o f  Ma t o ng . The f a c t  t ha t  no informant can remember a 
trad i t i on a c count ing for  the t rans f e r  of  t he s e  s sugge s t s  a pre t ty 
remo t e  d a t e  f or the arr iva l of the Raparapa peop le  on the coas t .  On 
the , the coa s t a l  branch o f  Mango prob ab re s ul t s  from a com-

migrat i on . 

7 . The Maenge have a lway s  been on good 
the r e f ore that s ome Su lka are sa id t o  

s t o  the growth of  Ma t ong by j the 
Maenge f ound e r s  a t  a t ime whe n  the futur e  s t rongh o ld of  the who l e  area 
wa s but a meagre s e t t l ement . Regard ing thems e lve s nowadays as  1 true 
pe op l e  of  the p lace ' ,  the s e  Su lka b e l ong t o  the Ga lekor okoro c lan , 
wh ich gradua l ly succeeded not  on ly in pervading t he Va lakauna c lan bu t 
a l s o in ga i ning s ome lead e r sh ip over i t . Oth e r  c lans , t he o f  
whi ch i s  Su lka , have c ome more r e c e nt ly and the i r  memb e r s  are  s t i l l  
c a l led ' Sulka ' i n  ca sua l par la nce , their ion t ook p lace  
two ge ne r a t i ons  ago . are the and Mego  p e op le who are  
s ca t t e red f r om Wide B ay t o  Wa t e rfa l l  Bay  in  such  v i l  
Poamana , Ba ien and Guma . The pa r t  whi ch may have 
t r ib a l  re lat ions  wi l l  be b e t t e r  seen  i n  the f o l  

8 .  Wh i le i t  i s  s a id t o  b e  
the Sao ot ver s i on o f  the Mae nge c lan ca l led  Ta ga t agapuna , 
. the Ma i l i l ingana c lan ha s kept  no r e c ord of  i t s  origin . A l l  tha t i s  
known , among it s memb e r s  and out s id e r s  a s  we l l , i s  t ha t  i t  came from 
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t he S a o  area . Howeve r , s ome of  i t s  memb e rs we re pre sent a t  the t urn o f  
thi s  i n  such p l a c e s  a s  Ra nu tu o n  Wa t e rfa l l  Bay and the bush 
in land o f  Ma lakuru in the ' We s t  Me ngen Div i s ion ' ,  more than 20 mi l e s  
apart . Cons equent ly , it  i s  not e a s y  t o  venture any hypothe s i s  a s  t o  
i t s  in it ia l  hab i tat . I t  may we l l  b e  that it wa s a me re branch o f  
Taga t agapuna wh ich l e f t  the Mae nge count ry becau s e  o f  int e rna l q uarre l s , 
then s e t t led d own among the Sao and f ina l ly s ent a d e t achment 
back t o  the c oa s ta l  area , as happe ned in s ome other ca se s . As  a r e s u l t , 
the Mae nge wou ld have s r e c overed the o f f spr of  s ome o f  the ir 
own tr ib e smen . 

9 .  More ing , though not very c on-
c l u s ive , by the Ko l a s cribe s to th i s  t r ib e  a 
p lace  o f  eme rgence on the o f  the Longue inga count ry . I t  i s  
be l ieved tha t the f i r s t  ten  ' vine s ' came i n t o  b e ing on a t r e e  growing 
in the v i c inity o f  the pre sent ' site o f  Pakia . Ko l in formant s  have gone 
even so far as to ma int ain tha t  th i s  tree  b e l onged to a s pe c i e s  ab sent  
from the ir own a rea , informa t ion whi ch the pre s e n t  wr iter  wa s unf or t un­
a t e ly not able to che ck . Wha tever the me r i t s  o f  th i s  c la im ,  it  is  
beyond d oub t tha t the Ko l t rad it ion r e f le c t s  la rge migra t ions , s ome 
c onseq uence s of whi ch have a lready been  me nt ioned in the int roduc t ory 
page s . 

Be s id e s  tho s e  c lans  wh ich orig inated ou t s id e  the Ma e nge c ountry , 
there i s  a s e c ond cat egory o f  c lans t o  b e  cons idered in the play o f  
inter - t r iba l re lat ions . Thi s  ea corre s pond s to  the conve r s e  
s i tua t ion , name ly tha t o f  c la ns f ounded among the Maenge and a f t e rward s 
hav ing s e n t  s ome o f  the ir member s t o  s urr ound areas  whe re they 
s e t t led down . The point in th is  c a s e  is tha t  the d e s cendant s of the 
migrant s con s id e r  thems e lve s a s  f orming a branch o f  the or igina l Maenge 
c lan , eve n if they re cogn i s e  no to i t . Both b ranche s u s ua l ly 
enter ta ined c l o s e  re l a t ions . To conf ine oneself t o  we l l  sub s t ant ia ted 
informa t i on , one ha s to  count no le s s  than s ix c lans fa l l ing into t h i s  
c la s s . 

a c lan na t ive o f  Mi le in the ' Bush  Me ngen Div i s ion ' , whi ch 
among the Sao  o f  Ola  , inland o f  Pomio 

----� ' the p la ce o f  eme rgence o f  whi ch is near Tot ongpa la on Cape 
had and s t i l l  have ma ny memb e r s  s c a t t e red among the Mamu s i . 

repr e s ent s a very s imilar ca se , with b oth i t s  
ign ext ens ion l oca t ed i n  the same p la ce . 

and 

had i t s  i n  the of  Sa l i .  Though pre s e nt 
in many a v i l  , it  had e s pe c ia l  nume r ou s  membe r s  a t  Bano 
and Mara on the one hand and a t  l i , i n  t h e  Mamu s i  area , o n  the 
othe r . A s  a r e s u l t ,  the very s conne c t ion s e s tabl i s hed b e twe en 
the s e  three v i l lage s the and Vivi l iga c lans , as d e s cr ibed 
ab ove , were re inforced wi th  Taga t agapuna l oya l t ie s , thu s b u i ld ing up a 
two-way circuit . 
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���� ' hav ing or ig ina ted near Pa kia , in the ' Bush Me nge n D iv i s i on ' 
a branch in the We s t  Sao  area . 

ini t ia l ly a c lan from Cape Cunningham , had a l s o  member s 
among the Lote . 

F ina l ly ,  t he re i s  a third type of  inter - tr iba l r e l a t ions e s t ab l i shed 
a l ong the l in e s  o f  s oc i a l group ing : tha t ba sed  on ly on a s s oc ia t ion wi th 
a c ommon ' t otem ' . A s  a lready announced , the s e  re lat i ons we re mu ch 
looser  than the l ink s be twee n  thos e  branche s of a s ing le c lan which had 
evo lved from one a nother It wa s exc ep t i ona l that peop l e  r e c ogni s ing 
the s ame ' t ot em '  in two d i f f e rent t r ib e s ,  and hav ing no common hi s ­
t or i c a l ba c kground engaged i n  regu lar  inte r c ou r s e . However ,  i t  s e ems 
tha t Mae nge v i l lage r s  have a lways we l c omed a nd a s s i s t ed ' t otem ' ma t e s  
of  the i r s  who may have c ome t o  the c oa s t  from the inter i or exc e p t , o f  
c our s e , whe n  the two v i l la ge s  invo lved wer e  a t  wa r . Though occa s iona l , 
a nd l imited to t empora ry ho s p it a l ity , th i s  f orm o f  inte r - tr iba l r e la ­
t ion s i s  not out o f  p lace  here s ince i t  ha s c e rta inly paved t he way to  
tha t bro therhood ide o l ogy whi ch wa s t o  be cu l t iv a t ed by the local  cu l t  
moveme nt i n  mod e rn t ime s . 

C lans , or ' v ine s ' ,  a s s oc i a t ed with the same ' t o t em ' among t he Maenge , 
the T omo ive a nd the Ko l are  l i s ted in  the f o l l owing t a b l e  which  i s  
probab ly n o t  exhaus t ive  i n  the s e n s e  that dub ious  ca s e s  have b e e n  ru led 
out . 

' Totem ' 

A var i e ty o f  banana 

B rown e a g l e  

Crow 

F lying f ox 

Hornb i l l 

Parrot  

A mud wa s p  

Wh i t e  cocka t oo 

A wi ld pigeon 

Maen e Tomo ive Ko l 

Ab sent  

Paki  a l i a s  

? 

Va lakauna Vankoena 
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To g ive an a c cura te  ac count o f  the s itua t i on , i t  shou ld be  added tha t  
s ome c lans , o r  ' v ine s ' ,  shown i n  the above tab le po s s e s s  a s e condary 
' t o t em ' , which i s  r e ferred t o  b y  loca l branche s on ly , and ha s the r e f or e  
been  omi t t ed in  dea  wi th  int e r- t r iba l equ iva lence s .  S uch i s  the 
c a s e  o f  Ra inana which i s  a s s oc ia t e d  with a spe c i e s  of  in  
add it i on t o  the  whi te cocka to o  

Other s o c i o l og i ca l feature s than c lan and moi e t y  a l ignment s a l s o  
p layed the i r  part i n  int e r - t r iba l r e la t ions during t hi s p e r i od ; i n  
par t icu lar , marriage s ,  a nd t ha t  f i c t i t i ou s  kinship c onne c t i on e s tab­
l i shed b e twee n  two per s on s , whe re one g ive s his  or her  name t o  the 
othe r . But as they are  b e t t e r  d ocumented f or the sub seq uent period s , 
i t  wou ld be more convenient t o  d e fer  the ir  d e s cr ip t ion f or a whi le . 

A myth o l og ic a l t rad it ion re c orded a t  Ma tong v i l lage ha s a lr eady been  
q uoted  as  apo l ogue . It  i s  not the only one o f  d ir e c t  r e l evance to  the 
s t udy of  inter - t riba l conta c t s .  The mos t  fundame nta l be l ie f s  he ld by 
the Maenge and t he ir ne ighb our s point to a uni ty , not on ly in 
the i r  pa t t ern , wh ich wou ld b e  , b u t  a l s o  w i th r e spe c t  t o  the 
my thi�a1 event s and the s it e s  o f  certa in ceremon i e s . The Maenge , the 
Tomo ive a nd the Ko l a l ike b e l ieve tha t the g a t e s  o f  the ne ther wor ld  
are l o c a t ed a t  the  v o l cano ca l led ' The Fa ther ' or ' U lawun ' on the 
o f f i c ia l map s . The s of the ir dead f ly t o  thi s mount a in from 
wha tev e r  v i l lage they may have l ived in  previou s ly . A s  ' The  Fa the r ' i s  
s i t ua t ed on the b order be tween the Longue inga a nd the Nakana i a rea s , 

I and a c tua l ly l ooks d own upon the t ra ck u s ed by the ' Bu s h  Me ngen ' whe n  
going to  Ulamona , there i s  an impre s s ive c or re la t i on b e tween the 
mytho l ogy o f  the thr e e  tr ibe s and wha t wa s the mos t  impor tant trade 
rou t e  i n  th i s  par t  of  New B r i ta in . I t  i s  not to s ay , o f  c our s e , tha t 
the Maenge and the ir two b u s h  ne ighbour s came from the north c oa s t , but  
t h i s  g e ograph i c a l  i s  probab more than a mer e  c o in c idence . 
Furthe rmore , anothe r  anc ient trad i t i on point ing i n  the s ame d ir e c t ion 
w i l l  b e  added shor t ly .  

For the t ime be ing i t  i s  wor th d i s cu s s ing b r i e f ly the s igni f icanc e 
o f  tho s e  b e l i e f s  rev o lving r ound the v o l cano The ob j e c t i on may be 
ra i sed tha t the consensus  o f  t ra d i t ion s  on th i s  point i s  b ut the r e su l t  
o f  re cent int e r- t riba l conta c t s  and c on s equent ly no int e r e s t ing 
c lue s t o  the hi s t ory o f  the t r ibe s invo lved . Ther e  are  two p o int s with  
r e s pe c t  to  th i s  ob j e ct i on .  On  the  one hand , i t  i s  l ike ly tha t pe op l e s  
s o  d i f fe re nt f r om a l ingu i s t i c o f  v iew , e spe c i a l ly the Ko l and 
the Ma enge , owe the unity o f  the ir be l i e f s  t o  c onta c t s  and not t o  a 
c ommon ion cent re , i f  a ny On the othe r , i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
a s sume tha t such c on ta c t s  are r e c e nt becau s e  b oth the Ko l and Tomoive 
have a myth - as ancient a s  the ir myth of  origin , a c c ord ing to the mos t  
re l iab le  inf ormant s - whi ch t e l l s  how the ruler  o f  the ne the r  wor ld  
t r i ed in  primeva l t ime s s evera l mount a ins , e it he r  in  the  Maenge or  the 
Ko l c ount ry , b e f or e  d e c id ing f or ' The  Fa ther ' .  Thus , wha t ev e r  the d a t e  
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may be , this  coa le s cence phenomenon mu s t  have t aken p la c e  e a r l y  a nd the 
uni ty of  be l ie f s  s hou ld b e  c ons idered a s  a d a t um in that short par t of  
pre - c on t a c t  t ime s und e r  s t udy  and not  as  a c onsequence of  l a t e  inter­
tr iba l re la t ions . 

The other myth re f le c t ing anc ient interch ange s b e twe en the Maenge 
and t he ir ne ighb our s c oncerns Ma l i la ' s  trave l s  and dea th . One o f  the 
two Mae nge g od s , Ma l i la , is a chthonian char a c t e r  a s s oc ia ted with 
earthquake s ;  he is  a l s o  pr e sent  with t he s ame funct i on s  among t he Ko l ,  
who ca l l  h im Man i la . I nc ident a l ly ,  it  may be noted tha t the Sulka , too , 
had an earthquake god , A Kot by name , but thi s be ing wa s not one o f  
tho s e  two Sulka god s that a r e  in many way s  the c ounterpar t s  o f  the two 
Maenge god s j u s t  ment i oned (Laufer 1 9 5 5 : 60) . Now , both the Mae nge and 
Ko l b e l ieve tha t Ma l i la , a ft e r  various  adventure s ,  l e f t  Ja cquinot Bay 
wher e  he had l ived previou s ly ,  a nd went we s tward s ,  rea ching Cape 
G l ouce s te r . Then he proceeded a long the nor th c oa s t  t o  Ta la s e a  and 
f ina l ly l e f t  the s e a - b oa rd in the v i c ini ty  of Ulamona for t he int e r i or , 
whi ch he c r o s sed  through t he ' Bush Me ngen D iv i s ion ' , us ing the ve ry 
same i t inerary as t he t rading exped i t ions  rev i ewed a b ove . Trave l l ing 
further s outh , he eventua l ly rea ched the he adwa ters  of Ga l ue Rive r , 
where  he wa s ki l led  by  huma n be ing s . Admi t t e d ly , d i s tant landmarks  
l ike Cape  G l ouce s te r  a re fea t ure s int roduced i n t o  the o ld s t ory a ft e r  
s ome Ma enge had begun t o  trave l around t h e  i s land ab oard r e c rui t ing 
ve s s e l s , that is in the e a r ly 1 9 0 0 s . However , the f a c t tha t a l l  the 
p la c e s  whe re the g od ha s r e s ted from Ulamona up to  the headwa t e r s  of 
the Ga lue are named a f ter him and cry s t a l l i s e  the memor i e s  o f  h is deed s , 
c onv incing ly sugge s t s  tha t the la s t  l e g  o f  Ma l i la ' s  trave l s , a t  lea s t , 
be l ong s t o  a n  ancient myth . I t  i s  a l l  t he more s o  a s  mos t  peop le  in 
the y oung e r  gene r a t ions are unab le  even t o  trans l a t e  the s e  p l a c e  name s . 
Here again we c ome a c ro s s  the s ame ge ograph i ca l t heme , a f a c t  whi ch a l l  
o ld inf ormant s are  qu i t e  aware o f . A s  f or the Ko l ver s i on o f  the god ' s  
i t ine rary , it  c onta ins s ome v a r ian t s  imp lying a vi s i t t o  their  own 
c ount ry , b ut the f ina l d e s t i na t i on i s  the s ame . More over , thi s  s imi l a ­
r it y  b e twee n  the two t r i b e s with rega rd t o  Ma l i la ' s  d e a t h  i s  a c c ompanied 
w i th ceremon ia l pra c t ice s ,  o f  whi ch a few wor d s w i l l  b e  s a id in the 
f o l l owing chapter . 

The impr e s s i on ga ined thr ough compar a t ive mytho logy i s  suppor ted by 
an in spe c t ion of the l oans a c tua l ly made by the v a r i ou s  t r ibe s in the 
f ie ld of  ceremonia l parapherna l i a . C l ea r ly , h omogene i t y  in  b e l i e f s  
thr ough the area under  s t udy mu s t  have fa c il i t a t ed int er - t riba l exchange s 
in th i s  sphere . The mos t  conspi cuous a c c e s s ions s e cur ed by the Maenge 
a re very l ong and nar r ow d ancing - p lanks whi ch a re ca l led in b oth 
the Maenge and Ko l language s .  Symb o l s  of Ma l i la ' s  ch thon ian p owe r , 
they are  fa ir ly wide spread  in the who le Maenge c ountry , a l t hough they 
evid ent ly en j oy more r e s p e c t , for h i s t or ic a l  rea s ons , among t he inland 
peop le  and those  who s e t t led on the coa s t  r e c e nt ly ,  f or ins t ance the 
inhab itant s  of  Ga lue v i l lage . The are of  Kol or ig i n  a nd i t  i s  
remarkab le  tha t , whe n us ing them o n  fe s t ive  o c ca s i on s , the Mae nge have 
a lways invi ted s ome Ko l to s ing t he appr opr ia t e  s ong s ; a t e chnica l 
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a s s i s tance s t i l l  required t oday , wh i l e  the making a nd pa int ing of  the 
p lanks thems e lve s are  p e r f ormed in the c oa s t a l  v i l la ge s . I t  i s  be twe en 
1 905 and 1 9 10 tha t the s e  ceremonia l ob j e c t s  we re int r oduced f i r s t  among 
the Maenge o f  Wa t e rfa l l  Bay by the leader o f  Ma t ong on the 
o c c a s ion o f  the supe r i nc i s ion rite  pe r f ormed on his  son . Ko l s inge r s  
a t t e nd ed the f e s t iva l and gave the ir a s s i s t a nc e  t o  the ir  hos t s  dur ing 
the dance s .  As regard s the othe r  par t s  of the Maenge coun try , the 
d a t e  i s  not known s o  a c cura te ly but pr obab ly wa s a l i t t l e  l a t e r . The 
point to be empha s i s ed here is tha t the Mae nge a l ready had , p r i or t o  
th i s  a c ce s s ion , danc ing ma sks  a s s oc iated  with Ma l i la , name ly t ho s e  
mod e l s  t opped by a la rge d ome a nd ca l led in eve ryday par lance . 
When b orrowing the f rom the ir  ne ighb our s ,  the Ma enge there f or e  
smugg led no rad ica l ly new cu l t  int o  the i r  own sy s t em ;  ins t e ad , they 
me re ly enhanced a t rad it i on whi ch wa s prev i ou s l y  le s s  d eve l oped than 
among the Ko l . Indeed , t he Ko l a nd the S a o  r e c ognised more impor tance 
in the chthonian god than the coa s t a l  peop l e . In  a l l  l ike l ihood the 
S a o  t hemse lve s used the l ong be f ore the Ma enge a cquired them , which 
wou ld exp la in why the s e ob j e c t s  are e s pe c ia l l y popular a t  Ga lue v i l lage . 
Fina l ly ,  i t  s hould b e  noted tha t the Sulka , t o o , are  repor ted t o  have 
had s imi lar  ceremonia l p l anks at the beginn ing of thi s ce ntury (Laufer  
1 95 5 : 60 ) . A s  the  Su lka c a l led them and a s s oc i a ted them 
with the ir  e a rthquake g od , there is no we are  dea l ing with 
the v e ry same t rad it ion . I t  i s  c onsequent ly a l l  the more surpr i s ing 
tha t the inf orma nt s  of t he ' Ea s t  Menge n  D iv i s i on ' have neve r  ment i oned 
t h i s  s imila r i ty , whi ch they do not s eem aware o f , a s i lence sugge s t ing 
tha t b oth t r ibe s a cquired t he pra c t i ce of �- making independent ly . 

The above l oa n  wa s re c iprocated , in the informant s '  word s , one or two 
d e cad e s  la ter , whe n  the Ko l got f r om the i r  Ma enge partne r s  at S a l i  a 
mod e l  o f  a ma sk  which  they had not pos s e s sed  h i thert o .  Th i s  mu s t  have 
taken p l a c e  be twe en 1 9 1 5 and 1 9 25 on the occa s ion of a s a l t -making 
exped i t i on . The ma sk , ca l led in Ma e nge , i s  a high 
c oni ca l s t ruc t ure r e s emb l ing Duk- Duk ' d a nc e r s  on the 
Ga ze l l e Pen insula . I t  i s  c ons idered the s e c ond mos t  ancient ma sk  in 
the who l e  Ma enge s t ock , and wa s to  b e c ome v e ry popu l ar among the Ko l ,  
a l though it s f ore ign or i g in i s  a cknowled ged . 

The Ma enge c la im tha t  have never  had ma sks  repre s e n t i ng fema le 
charac t e r s , except  in t he pr imeva l per i od o f  mank ind when , a c c ord ing t o  
the i r  myth o f  origin , one o f  the i r  two god s gave ma sks  t o  women be f or e  
bequea t hing them de f in i t ive ly t o  the men .  Nowadays s ome v i l la ge s , 
Ma t ong f or ins t anc e , make ma sks , however , tha t are  supp o s ed to  be  
incarna t i ons  of  dead ance s tre s s e s  Ca l led they we re 
b orrowed from the Lote pe op le  two or so genera t ions ago . They have not 
a chieved a large d i f fu s i on thr ough the Ma e nge c ount ry a nd a re r a re ly 
exh i b i t e d  on the v i l lage danc ing g round . 



Chap ter 2 

As the gener a l  s e t t ing o f  inter - t rib a l  r e l a t i ons on the one h and , 
and imp o r t ant phenomena which are recur rent through the s ub s eq uent 
periods  on the o ther , have b e en des cribed  in d e t a i l  in the p r ev i ous  
chap t er , it  wi l l  b e  pos s ib l e  t o  examine mor e  rap i d ly tho s e  events  that 
have o c c urred s ince the c re a t i on of the C a tho l i c  mi s s ionary s ta t i on in 
the Maenge c o untry . 

Chr i s t i ani s at i on d eve l op e d  new c ontac t s  b e twe e n  the Maenge and their  
nei ghbours , but i t  was  a l s o  an int er - tribal  phenomenon in i ts e l f .  This  
i s  the f ir s t p o int  t o  be c ons i dered . Chr i s t i an is at ion s tart e d  at  Mat ong 
and Mal akuru which r e c e ived two catechi s t s  in 1 9 2 5 . B o th the s e men were 
S ul ka , which is  hardly s urp r i s ing s inc e the Catho l ic mi s s i on had been 
maintaining a s ta t i on on  W id e  B ay for a l i t t l e  mor e  than twenty ye ars . 
Nor i s  i t  s urp r i s ing that they kep t in t o uch wi th the ir  tribesmen a t  
home . What i s  mor e  intere s t ing , howev e r , i s  that a c oup l e  o f  S ul ka 
s e t t l e d  down at  Mal akuru in the wake o f  the c atech i s t  p o s ted  there and 
inter fered  s i gni f icant l y  in the l oc a l  b a l anc e o f  p owe r . I ndeed , they 
are s a i d  to have prac t i s ed the mos t  t e r r ib l e  kind o f  s orc ery s o  s uc c es s -
ful l y  that nei ther the nor the t r ad i t i onal  l e ad e r s  eve r  d ar e d  to 
ous t them , a l though they a l l e ge d ly ki l led nine per s ons . Now , i t  may 
we l l  be that b o th this  imputat ion , and the c re d ib i l i ty i t  enj oyed , had 
no o ther s ourc e  than the fee lings o f  frus t rat i on e xp e r i enced by the 
loc a l  e lders  on r e a l i s ing h ow far the c at e chi s t ' s  inf l uenc e ove r  the 
inhab i t ants was imp e r i l l ing the i r  own pos i t i on . S o , wi thout a t tac king 
the c at e chi s t  d i r ec t ly , they may hav e  t r i e d  to rai s e  the p opulat i on 
agains t h i s  t r ib esmen as a means o f  b r inging d i s c r e d i t  on him . Thi s  
ob l ique approach i s  n o t  unl ike ly i f  one knows that in four v i l l ages on 
Water fal l B ay , the fir s t  l u l ua i  appo in t ed by the Aus t ra l i an gove rnment 
were a l s o  charged wi th l e thal s or cery . Wha t ev e r  the t ruth may be in 
this  p ar t i c u l ar c as e , nowadays the Maenge of Mal akuru s t i l l  v i ew the 
who l e  S ulka t r ib e  through the dread ful s tereo typ e  of mur d e r ing  
s orcerers . By contras t ,  s uch t ro ub le s  hav e  not  b e en r eported  at  
Matong . It  d o e s  not f o l l ow that  the t r ad i t i ona l author i t ie s  o f  this  
p lac e fai l e d  t o  d e t e c t any danger in the  b e ginnings o f  chri s t i ani s at ion ; 
the e xc e l l ent re l a t i ons ent er tained by their  fol lower s  wi th the S u l ka 
evident ly p reven t e d  them from p laying xenophob i a . 

The f i r s t c at e chi s t t o  b e  p o s t e d  at Lau in 1 9 3 3  or 1 9 34 was a T o l ai 
who had s tayed p r ev ious l y  at Mal ima l i  under F ather Culhane 6 s  d irec t 
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c ontro l . No s impact  o f  int e r - t r ib a l  c harac t er on the hos t  
p opulat ion has b e en not i c ed there . 

I t  s hould  b e  remarked that a man from Matong was the fi r s t c at e chi s t  
among the Ko l i n  the few ye ar s pre c e d ing  Wor l d  War I I . In  
ac tua l  fac t , the  e f fort s  mad e  for b r inging thes e  p eop l e  under  c ontro l 
o f  the C a tho l ic mi s s i on d i d  not b e ar frui t unt i l  another c a t echis t took 
over at the b e ginning of  the p o s t -war I t  wi l l  there fore b e  
nece s s ary t o  rever t  t o  thi s man ' s  energe t ic ac t ion i n  the third chap te r ; 
b ut i t  i s  c e r tainly not out o f  t o  emphas i s e  a t  once that he , too , 
was a Maenge . T o  s um up , i t  i s  to  Maenge and c lev ernes s  
that Chri s tendom owes the ac c e s s ion o f  thi s new p rovinc e . 

As far as  int e r - t r ib a l  r e lat ions  are c oncerne d , the o ther maj or 
chang e s  ini t i ated  ove r  the per iod under rev i ew c an b e  as c r ib e d  t o  two 
l inked fac t ors : inc re as c ont r o l  b y  the Aus t r a l i an authori -
t i es and e conomic p re s s ure s . F ir s t o f  a l l ,  though enfo r c e d  from Gasmat a , 
the new sys t em o f  l aw and order gradua l ly achieve d the s uppre s s i on o f  
t ra d i t i ona l war fare on the c oas t a t  l eas t ; s uch  peop l e  a s  th e Kol wer e  
a l lowed t o  indul ge i n  vend e t ta unt i l  t h e  end o f  World War I I . W i th r e ­
gard t o  c oas t - dwe l l e r s , an a l l - important occ as i on o f  c on t ac t b e tween 
d if f er en t  t r ibes  was thus t o  d i s appear from the p i c t ur e  pre s ented 
prev ious l y . Th i s  event , a nove l ty in i t s e l f , s hould  hav e  had 
great c ons equen c e s  in o th e r  f i e l d s  l ike trade , inasmuch as  trave l l ing 
through the area was to b e c ome s afer . However , the improv ement fai led  
s igni f i c an t ly t o  a l t e r  b us ine s s conne c t i ons and  the organi s at i on o f  
mar ke t s  ob t aining i n  p r e - c on t ac t t imes . E xcep t for T akai , which en-
j oyed  inc r e as ing ac t as a r e s u l t  o f  mor e  p e ac e ful  c ond i t i ons , the  
exchange of  goods  s eems s t i l l  t o  have b een  c onduc t e d  wi th the s ame 
p ar tners  as b e fore . I nd e e d , one has to wai t t i l l  th e war wi th i t s  
ming l ing  e f fe c t s , b e fore t rade re l at i ons  ge t l e s s s e le c t ive . O n  the 
o ther hand , the e f fec t ivene s s of that admini s trat ive c ontro l which  was 
exe r t e d  from out s i d e  the area d ep ended heavi ly on the e ne r g i e s  o f  i t s  
l oc a l  r ep r e s ent ative s , name ly the and Thi s s i tua t i on , 
whi ch l e ft r oom for the b o lde s t  ini t i a t ive s , f avoure d  Go lpaik  
(Go l op age in the  , the man who was  t o  b e c ome p aramount 

a o f  S a l i  v i  , he  t ook ove r  the pos i t i on 
when the man in d ie d , and s uc ce ed e d  in pre s ent ing the 

patro l o f fi c e r  wi th this  H e  managed t o  e e t  
t h e  who l e  Maenge c ount ry t o  h i s  sway , through t owards  
a l l  opponent s , in the o ther l eaders , and d e c i s iv e  
i n f l uenc e ove r  Admini s tration o f f i c ers , thems e lves happy t o  on 
man r e s p ons ib l e  for l aw and order among hi s t r ib esmen . Now , Go lpaik 
was in a pos i t i on to  turn t o  h i s  own p r o f i t  the t r ad i t i onal r e l a t i ons  
b e tween h i s  nat ive v i l l age , S a l i , and the s outhe rn Ko l Us  his  
author i t y  as Admini s t r at i on , he c o u l d  eas i l y  c on t r o l  the 
who l e  t r ad e  f low wi th this  tribe , l evying his c ommi s s i on on i t ; he a l s o  
recruited  a i d e s  and body-guar d s  among h i s  v i s i tors  from the bush , v a l u ­
ab l e  as s i s t anc e in h i s  troub le s  wi th s ome Maenge l e ad e r s , ac c ording t o  
t h e  1 9 68 informants . B u t  t h e  imp ac t  o f  h i s  ac t ion on inter - t r i b a l  
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r e l a t ions  was  not c on fined t o  the Ko l :  as  informer and advi s er of  the  
Admini s tra t i on , he was ind i sp ens ab l e in mounting patro l s  and p uni t iv e  
exp e d i t ion s . Among t h e  l a t t e r , two are s t i l l viv i d ly rememb ered : one 
was c onduc t ed among the Longue inga and s hould the re fore be pas s ed ove r , 
the o ther was d i re c t ed agains t s ome T omoive e ld e r s . I nformant s  have 
not b een ab l e  t o  t e l l  whe ther G o l op age ac t ual l y  ini t iated or s imp l y  
s upported the , b ut they  have de fin i t e ly c laimed that it l ed 
t o  two innoc ent p er s on s  b eing s entenc e d  t o  death and executed  on the 
ground of fal s e  Thi s ins t anc e o f  mi s c ar r i age o f  j us ti c e  does  
not  s eem t o  have been exc ep t i ona l . Many p e op l e  i n  var i ous v i l l ages 
even c omp lain that a l o t  o f  opponents wer e  s ent  t o  j ai l  for no o ther 
reas on than the i r  re l uc t an c e  t o  endor s e Go lpai k ' s  p o l ic y . As a r e s ul t , 
the of S a l i  was dreaded no t only throughout the Mae nge c o untry 

ad j ac ent  areas  as  we l l , a fac t which  was to help  h im gre a t l y  
when he under took t h e  r e s e t t lement o f  Ko l and T omoive a ft e r  t h e  war 
( s ee b e low) . 

The s ec ond fac tor  t o  b e  c ons i de re d , name ly e c onomi c p re s s ure s , 
a l t ered  inter - tr i b a l  r e l a t i ons  a s  s i gni f i c ant ly as  the enfo r c ement o f  
l aw and order . F ir s t , one has t o  examine the e f fec t s  o f  c ontrac t 
l ab our on p lanta t i ons . Though a lr e ady  exp e r i ence d  t o  s ome extent 
b e fore chr i s t i ani s at i on , it  b e c ame a f t e rward s  so gener a l  that a lmo s t 
eve ry Maenge mal e  s p ent  a t  l e a s t two years on p l anta t i ons , e i ther in 
his nat ive area or  on the Gaze l l e  P enins ula .  Apart from d i s rup t i ng the 
trad i t i ona l l i fe of e ach  v i l l age c ommun i t y , this k ind of emp l oyment  put 
t o ge ther memb e r s  of di f fe rent t r i b e s  who hi thert o  had f ew oppor tuni t i e s  
o f  knowing one ano ther s o  int imat e ly .  S ongs , magi c , new vari e t i e s  o f  
p lant s , med i c a l  rec ip e s  and s o  on were thus c i rc u l at ed among  fe l l ow 
l ab o ur e r s  and u l t imat e ly brought home ( P ano f f  1 9 69 ) . On  the o ther 
hand , inter - t riba l  trade a l ong the tradi t i onal route s  d e s c ribed  in 
Chap t er 1 c eas ed t o  be the main means o f  ge t t ing  forei gn goods and 
valuab le s , as the p lantat i on t rade s tore  p layed an inc reas ing p a r t  in 
the s upp ly o f  the Maenge c ount ry . And what  i s  more , tho s e  p lant a t i ons  
located on Water fal l  B ay and Jacquinot Bay at t rac ted  trad ing p ar t i e s  
from the b us h  and the r e fore b e c ame thems e lv e s  r e co gni s ed marke t s  b e tween 
the Maenge and the i r  ne ighbo urs , a func t i on which  they  s t i l l  h ave t oday . 
A prominent c as e  i n  , though ob t aini ng a lr e ady b e fore chri s t i ani s a­
t.ion , was that o f  Kol a i  p lantat i on which s upp l i e d  the Ko l with both  
E urop ean and Mae nge c ommod i t i e s , and through which  many t aro var i e t i e s  
c ul t ivated  in t h e  inte r i or were introduc e d  i n t o  t h e  c oas t a l  are a . O f  
c our s e , the s e  exchange s c onduc ted  o n  the p lantat ions  b e c ame mor e  and 
more imp or t ant when war fare Las t of a l l , whereas  in the 

a s a l t -making exp e d i t i on had been c ons idered  a 
' mus t ' by any bush youth , p lan t a t i on work t ende d  a f t e r -
ward s  t o  rep l ac e  thi s  ord e a l  as  a means o f  s ec ur in g  s oc i a l  reco gn i t ion 
and s ome va luab le s . Thi s  shi f t  from one way o f  v a l uing p er s onal ach i eve ­
ment t o  another was t o  a f fe c t , t ogether with t echni c a l  fac t or s , the s a l t  
t rade i n  o ur area , a t o  b e  r eve r t e d  t o  hereafte r . 
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Ano ther d i s rup t ive ec onomic innovat ion was the admini s trat i·on c am­
paign aimed at  p lant ing c oc onut t r e e s  on a l ar ge s c a l e . F ar from b e ing 
s uc c e s s ful  enough t o  give the Maenge a c as h  c ropp ing ec onomy , the s e  
e ffor t s  never the l e s s r e s u l t e d  in mul t ip lying the q uant i ty o f  nut s avai l ­
ab l e  for t rad ing purp o s e s . C ons equent ly , what  had b een a l uxury , usua l l y  
r e s erved for f e s t ive o c c as ions and a l s o  an important re t urn in b ar t e r  
op erations  w i t h  bush-dwe l l e r s , w a s  henc e forth l e s s eage r ly s ought a f t e r . 
F or examp le , nut s  e spec i a l ly s e l ec te d  for rep roduc t i on wer e  d i s t r ibuted 
and p lanted at  Matong in the e ar ly 1 9 3 0 s  and the  imp ac t  of  thi s ac t ion 
on trade with the Ko l and T omoive was a lready p erc ep t ib l e  on the eve o f  
the war ( exchange rat e s  5 0  p e r  c en t  l ower than 1 5  years  b e fore have 
been rep o r t ed ) . And the s ame holds  good for t r ans ac t i ons  b e tween the 
' W e s t Mengen ' on the one hand and b o th the S ao and Mamus i on the o ther . 

After  thi s  s urvey o f  thos e general  c ond i t i ons a f fe c t ing int e r - t riba l  
re l at i ons , i t  i s  now pos s ib l e  t o  t urn t o  s p e c i fic  cas e s . T o  begin wi th , 
wh ich f i e lds  o f  t rade ac t iv i t i e s  remained as  they were  and which under ­
went s ub s t anti a l  change s ? 

As regards red ochre , s ource s  of s upp ly , t rade routes and 
even the vo l ume o f  exchang e s  were  the s ame as in the p revi ous  peri od . 
As we have s aid , i t  i s  not unt i l  the 1 9 60s  that indus t r i a l  p aint s  
bought from the t rade s tore b egan t o  c omp e t e  wi th the t r ad i t iona l 
ment in s ome c oas t a l  v i l l age s . Nor did  s tee l t o o l s  s up er s ed e  thos e 
s he l l s us e d  as  gardening imp l ements , s o  that  the s e  i tems hav e  c ons t ant ly 
b ee n  t raded from the s ea -b oard to  the inter ior unt i l  1 9 68 . Obs id i an , 
too , s eems t o  have s urvived the introduc t ion o f  E ur op ean knive s , s inc e 
razor b l ad e s  were t o  rep lac e the nat ive l anc e t  in s urgery and s up e r ­
inc i s i on r i t e s  only a fter  t h e  war . By  c ont ras t ,  the t rade o f  manganes e  
e ar th gre a t l y  dec l ined , as  mos t  c oas t a l  v i l l ages  fors ook tooth -
b lacke ning by the end o f  the per iod und e r  s tudy (Ma t ong b e tween 1 9 3 0  
and 1 9 3 5 , the o ther p lac e s  i n  t h e  s ub s equent ye ar s )  B us h  p eop le , 
however ,  d i d  r e t ain thi s p rac t i c e  for another decade . P aradoxi c a l ly , 
i t  s o  happ ened that b e fore the war tooth -b l ac kening even gained ground 
and was adop t ed , under  T omoive i n f l uenc e , by s ome v i l l ages  in the 
nor thern par t of the Ko l area l y  Mongo) whi le the r e s t o f  
the t r ib e  proved re l uc t ant  t o  a c cept  such a nove l t y . 

B ut the above ins t anc e s  o f  c ons ervat i sm in inter - tribal  t rade s hould 
no t c once a l  the f ac t  that  mos t  t r ad i t i ona l c ommod i t i e s  had q ui t e  ano ther 
fate . S tone t oo l s  had a l re ady b een d i s c arded on the eve o f  Wor l d  War I ,  
that i s , b e fore the e nd o f  the per iod c overed by the firs t chap t er . I t  
i s  t r ue that s uch s tone ar t i c l e s  as gouges and p e s t l e s , howeve r ,  were 
t o  be us e d  in magi c  unt i l  the p r e s ent  d ay , b ut they had b e en imported  
in s uf f i c i ent q uant i t i es to  mee t  the  l imi ted  demand r e s u l t ing f r om thi s  
new u t i l i s a t ion and n o  t rade was required any l onger I n  a l e s s  obvious 
way , o th�r i t ems underwent c ons iderab le change s Q S a l t  is a c a s e  in 
p o in t . S a l t -making was no t d i s c ont inued t i l l  the s ec ond wor ld war , ye t 
b o th the t echniq ue s  us e d  and the character  o f  the exp e d i tions  moun t ed 
for th i s  p urpos e  proved s i gni fic ant l y  d i ff erent from what  they had been 
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h i ther t o . Whi le mos t  p ar t i e s  from the interior had s ti l l  t o  b e  content 
wi th b r ine -p ans made of b ar k , s cr ap t ins and drums b e gan to app ear on 
the c o as t , as  p lanta tions  thrived and s hips  c a l led  more o f t en i n  the 
are a . A by-produc t of E urop e an c ons ump t i on hab i t s , the dumpe d  c an was 
r e s pons ib l e  for a s or t  o f  revo lut i on i n  s a l t -making through b e ing t urned 
i nto a ready-made and l as t ing  br ine -pan . As a r e s ul t , not only d id the 
c oas t - dwe l l er s  overcome wha t  the ir  b us h  neighb ours c a l l  the i r  ' lazines s '  
and boi l s al twat e r  for the f i rs t t ime in the i r  h i s tory , but  they even 
s o ld to  the inland peop l e s  the s al t  they mad e 0 Admi t te d l y , thei r  
enthus i as m  d i s appeared a f t er a c o up le o f  years when they found i t  
s imp l er , though l e s s l uc r a t ive , t o  s e l l  t h e  t ins thems e lves . T h e  f ac t 
remains that thi s ac , c on f i ned p revious to b us h - dwe l le r s , was 
a l tered  t o  s ome extent by the p ar t i c ip a t i on o f  the c oas t a l  Maenge . 
B e s i d e s  a change i n  t e chnol o gy , two o ther fac t or s  shou l d  b e  ment ioned 
again here : the gradual s uppre s s ion of war fare and the appe a l  o f  p lant a ­
t ion work t o  amb i t i ous young men , which made i t  pos s ib le t o  mount l e s s 
numer ous exp e d i t i ons  and t o  e nl i s t  i n  them p eop l e  much younger o r  o lder 
than in t t imes . Ye t the anc i ent ne twork of p ar tners on the 
c oas t s urvived the s e  change s , as p o inted  out a t  the b eginning of the 
pres e nt chap ter . 

As for she l l  money and , i t  was s t i l l  wid e l y  c ir c u l a t ed 
through the are a , s inc e E urop e an c oins had not yet  b e gun t o  b e  u s e d  
f o r  c eremon i a l  p ayment s . B ut , exc ep t  f o r  a new s or t  o f  s he l l  b eads , n o  
fur ther q uan t i t i e s  o f  the s e  valuab l e s  wer e  introd uc ed from out s ide into 
the c ircui t o f  exchange s and the vari o us tribes c oncerned had there fore 
t o  manage with the s tock extant ; wh ich me ans that the trad i t ional t rade 
from the north c oas t b e c ame impoveri shed in an a l l -important i t em .  The 
excep t i on was s he l l  b eads of Manus origin which  were  s o l d  t o  the Maenge 
and the Nakanai b y  Me lane s i an s ai lors  and catechi s t s . B e c aus e of the ir 
larger  s i z e  and c ruder app e ar ance they were granted an exchange value 
5 0  per  c ent l ower , than the anc i ent  , but  wer e  c a l l ed never the l e s s 
b y  the s ame name . 

A l re ady bartered  over the � p i gs were t o  p lay a much 
gre ater p ar t  in inter - t r i b a l  t r ad e  fi ft een ye ar s or  s o  p r e -
c ed ing Wor l d  War I I . I n s t e ad o f  b eing exchanged mainl y  b e twee n  c l an 
mat e s , they b e gan to  fos t er d e a l ings o f  a l e s s l imi ted charac t e r . By 
and l ar ge , this t r ad e  s eems t o  h ave  been more  f l our i shing among the 
p eop l e s  of the inter ior than on the s ea -board . Thus the Longueinga 
d epend e d  l ar ge l y  on the wes te rn Kol ( al s o  known as for the main-
t enance of  the i r  l ives tock , and nowadays mos t  of  the i r  v i l l ages  h ave a 
fai r l y  h i gh p ropo r t ion o f  p i gs charac t e r i s ed b y  a s hor t b lack mane and 
a che s tnut - c o l oured s kin ; a race  o f  Ko l o r i gin which  was introd uc e d  
f ir s t 30  years ago , and h a s  regularly b e e n  kep t o n  ever s inc e . The 
us ual r e t urn for the s e  acquis it i ons  was s a l t  or The s ame t r ans -
ac t ions  a l s o  ob t ained b e tween the Ko l and the T omoive but  wer e  c onduc ted  
b o th ways , each  t r i b e  s uc ce s s ive l y  as  s upp l ie r  and c us tomer 
ac c ording t o  the c urren t s iz e  o f  i t s  s toc k ,  whereas  the Longueingm we re 
gene r a l l y  c us t omer s . 



3 8  

A s  new a nd b e t t e r  var i e t i e s  o f  t oba c c o  we re be p lanted i n  the 
who le a rea , keene r  intere s t  in  t rad ing th i s  c ommod i t y  deve l oped . I t  
s e ems that over t h i s  per iod fre sh p lant s and cured leave s a l ike were 
equa l ly s ought a f t e r , as aga inst  wha t wa s to  happen on the coa s t  a f t e r  
the s e c ond wor ld war when t ob a c c o  grow ing wa s gradua l ly g iven up a nd 
the smoker s '  demand wa s me t b y  t he produc t ion of  b u s h  peop l e s  on ly . 
For the time b e i ng , b oth the Maenge and t he ir ne ighb our s carr ied on 
th i s  a c t iv i ty , a l though the Longue inga were  a lready taking t he lead in 
t rad ing c ured leave s . The ir  ma in cu s t omer s  were the Nakana i o f  U lamona 
a nd i t s  surround The u sua l r e t urn wa s e i ther ob s id ian or p i g s . 
Tob a c c o  leave s were supp l ied in c oni ca l pa cks 3 feet  l ong and 1 0  t o  1 2  
inche s i n  d iame t e r  

The enfor ceme nt of law and order  o n  the one hand , and incre a s  
recrui tment o f  labour e r s  for p la nt a t ions o n  the other , ind ire c t ly 
re s u l t ed in the introd u c t i on of new var i e t i e s  of  food p lant s and t he 
wid er  c ir c u l a t i on o f  tho s e  that had a lready been  c u l t iv a t ed among 
d i s tant  tr ibe s . Indeed , not on ly d i d  pea c e f u l  c ond it i ons  fac i l ita te  

s betwe en the  Maenge and the ir  ne ighb ou r s , but  a ny pa t r o l  or  
pun it ive exped it ion thr ough the  int er ior gave c oa s t a l  car r ie r s  and 
gu ide s  the oppor tun i t y  o f  a cquiring f ore var i e t ie s . And even s e rv -
ing a c oup le  of month s o r  yea r s  i n  a Rabau l j a i l  wa s a s reward i n  
thi s r e s pe c t  a s  a labour c on t ra c t  out s ide  the Ma enge c ount ry . S u c h  i s  
the c a s e  a t  Ma t ong and Ma lakuru of  tha t variety  of  swe e t  pot a t o  ca l led 
1 Manu s 1 ,  wh ich wa s b r ought home by a on re lea s e  fr om impr i s on-

me nt . Ano the r examp l e  i s  to  be found in  a o f  the ' We s t  Mengen  
D iv is ion ' where out o f  70  t a r o  var ie t ie s  5 were  in it ia l ly ob ta ined on 
the o c ca s ion of a puni t ive pa t r o l  i n  the Mamu s i  area . Fur ther , the 
s ame ga rden cont a ins  a l s o  4 var ie t ie s  of S u l ka r e c e ived a s  a 

ft  f r om a f ormer fe l l ow labour e r  More ins tance s of  t h i s  kind c ou ld 
ea s i ly be  added Of c our s e , the same proce s s  operated the other  way 
around , a nd bush peop l e , too , s upp lemented the i r  own s tock thr ough l oans 
from the Maenge It is by thi s  means , in a l l  l ike l ih ood , tha t  the Ko l 
got f r om the ir coa s t a l  pa r t ne r s  a p l ant wh i ch 
had not c u l t ivated h i thert o 

Turni ng now t o  s oc io logica l f a c t or s of  inter - t r iba l re lat i ons , one 
ha s t o  c ons ider f i r s t  tha t  f i c t i t i ou s  c onne c t ion ins t i t uted  
b e twee n  two per s on s  one of  wh om ha s g iven his  or her  name t o  the o ther . 
Already pra c t i sed  be fore the pe r iod a t  pre s ent und er s t udy , t h i s  cu s t om 
i s  b e t t e r  evidenced by ca s e s  of  1 pe op le  B oys  a nd g ir l s  a l ike 
c ou ld , and in s ome v i l la ge s  s t i l l  can , be named a f t e r  an e lder  or an 
e ld e r ' s  wi fe be l onging t o a d  kin gr oup f rom the ir s . Th i s  
trans fer o f  name u s ua l  t ook p l a c e  on the occa s ion o f  a t ran s i t ion 
r i te , pre fe rab ly s upe r inc i s i on for ma l e s  a nd nos e - p i e r c ing for fema le s ; 
but  it  a l s o  occurred in t ime s o f  war fa re , e i the r a s  a means of honour ­
ing a he l p f u l  a l  or , on the c ontrary , in  ord e r  t o  thank a mer c iful  
enemy who had  s pared the chi ld ' s  l i fe . Once the  agreement wa s ma de , 
the e ld e r  and the had to ca l l  ea ch o ther  ( ' my 
sma l l  one ' )  and ( ' my b name ' )  re ive ly , a re la t i onship 
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which imp l ied a s s i s t ance o r  a t  lea s t  neut ra i n  f ight s  and a 
permanent to re c iproc a l  ho s p i ta l i ty o Now it so happen s tha t  thi s 
pra c t i ce wa s not c onfined t o  t he Maenge peop l e , but ob t a ined among t he 
ad j a c ent  t r ib e s  a s  we l l . The inquiry c onduc ted in var i ous  part s of the 
Ma enge area shows tha t the c onne c t ion s e l d om 
inv o lved member s of two d i f fe rent t ribe s , except  a t  Ma t ong o I n  t h i s  
v i l lage , repeated ly men t i oned o n  a c c ount of  i t s  l inks with  i t s ne igh ­
b ours  and the ab sence  of  xenophob i a , a la rge propor t ion of peop l e  were  
named after  memb e r s  of other  t r ibe s o Among the 26  per s on s  who rece ived 
the ir name b e fore Wor ld War I I  - tha t i s , peop le  of  40 or 
o ld e r  - s ix got i t  f rom Sulka e ld e r s  or e lder s ' wive s , and one f r om a 
Sao . Howeve r ,  i t  s e ems tha t  thi s me cha n i sm d id not func t ion the other 
way around , s ince no Ma t ong v i l lager ha s been repor t e d  a s  the 
vo lau of  a ny Su lka or  Sao , except  for a ra the r dub iou s  c a s e . Th i s  
d oub le f a c t  c on f i rms Ma t ong a s  a me l t ing p o t  wh i ch r e c e ived much f r om 
it s Su lka ne ighb our s but d id not exer t  s igni f icant inf l uence on them 
unt i l  the 1 940s at lea s t . 

With re s pe c t  t o  mar riage , the ea s tern part  of t he Maenge area  a ga i n  
seems t o  have favoured inter - t r ib a l exchange s more  s igni f i cant ly than 
the re s t  of  the c ountry . Al though it wou ld  b e  r i sky t o  a s s e s s  wha t the 
popu l a t ion f i gure s  for the 'Ea s t  Mengen', 'We s t  Mengen' a nd 'Bush Mengen : 
D iv i s i on s  may have b een be for e  Wor ld Wa r I I , it can rea s onably b e  
a s sumed that the inhab i tant s of the Wa t e r f a l l  Bay area were , a t  the 
highe s t , three t ime s l e s s  numer ou s  than the 'We s t  Mengen1 or the 'Bush 
Mengen' ,  s ince t he big group o f  v i l lage s c a l le d  by the b lanke t name of  
Ma lakuru a lready exi s t ed , wherea s no Ko l or  Tomoive re s e t t l ement v i l lage 
wa s e s t ab l i s hed yet . D e s p i t e  thi s a s sumed nume r i c a l  infer ior i t y , 1 2  
int er - t r iba l marr iage s ( 8  involv ing Tomoive a nd 4 involv i ng Sulka )  were 
repor t ed among the peop l e  of Wa t e rfa l l  Bay , as  aga ins t  6 ( 5  invo lv ing 
Mamu s i  a nd 1 with a Lot e )  among the inhab i t a n t s  of  the pre s ent We s t  
Me ngen D iv is ion .  The c ompar i s on with the Longue inga point s t o  the same 
d ir e c t ion , for t here  we re in the ir area  6 ma rr iage s with  fore igner s  
( 5  Ko l and 1 Na kana i )  dur i ng th i s  per iod . However ,  one feature i s  
c ommon t o  a l l  the t hree d iv i s ion s  o f  the Maenge count ry : exc e p t  f or one 
c omp l ex c a s e  whe re mar riage  t ook p l a c e  in exi le a f te r  a mans l a ught er , 
a l l  the mar r iage s  re fe rred t o  required the f or e  s pou s e ,  mos t  usua l ly 
t he b r ide , to  l eave and s e t t le d own in the v i l  o f  the Mae nge spou s e , 
which conf irms wha t ha s a lready been  s a id of the s edentary behav iour of  
thi s  popu l a t i on .  

Another  int ere s t ing event that occurred dur ing the pe r iod under  
s tudy i s  the  inf i l t r a t ion of s ome Sao c la ns into the  c oa s ta l  area  a s  
a r e s u l t  o f  new pea c e fu l  cond i t i ons  The mo s t  c onspi cuous ins t ance i s  
t o  b e  found i n  the Kamb oing c la n , t e n  memb e r s  o f  wh ich  l e f t  the b ush 
and ind iv idua l ly s e t t led d own on Wa t e rfa l l  Bay . S ome of  them eventua l ly 
marr ied Maenge peop l e , bu t they have not been i nc luded in  t he a bove 
re ckoning of  int e r - t r iba l mar riage s ,  s ince they had been re s id e nt s 
among t he c oa s t - dwe l le r s  f or s evera l yea r s  b e f or e  tak ing a w i f e . 
Incident a l ly ,  it  shou l d  be  remarked tha t the u l t ima t e  or igin of  th i s  
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c lan is not c lear  f or , whe rea s a l l  the Maenge informant s c la im 
tha t  it d e f init e ly came into in the Sao area , the Tomoive c on­
s id e r  it  as  one of  the ir own anc ient c la ns and s o  d o  the Sulka who ca l l  
i t  ' Kambuin ' (Ra s cher 1 9 04 : 2 1 0 ) . We the re f ore have fur the r  ev idence of  
the ethni c  i nt ri c a c ies  ob ta ining in the ea s t ern par t o f  our a rea a t  a 
d a t e  not  inc lud ed in the memor ie s of the 1 9 68 inf ormant s ,  a fa c t or 
a l ready empha s i sed a t  the beginn ing o f  Chapter 1 .  By the end of  the 
pe r iod rev iewed here , a new c oa s t a l  v i l lage , Kae t ona , wa s e s t ab l i shed 
in  wha t wa s t o  be ca l led the 'We s t  Menge n Divis i on' .  I t s  inhab itant s 
came from s evera l hamle t s  not very fa r in land and we re Maenge , but 
a l so  c ompr i sed  a few Sao  who we re at var iance w i th the ir t r ibe smen . The 
same phenomenon ha s been reported a t  Ma lakuru , where  two Sao  pe op le t o ok 
up the i r  re s id e nce dur i ng the s e  yea r s . 

A s  rega rd s t he d i f fu s ion of  ceremonia l i c e s  and art i fa c t s  from 
one t r ibe t o  another , one ha s t o  ment ion a new a c ce s s ion made b y  the 
Tomoive s ome time be fore Wor ld Wa r II , name ly a c a t egory of Maenge 
s ong s ca l led l ly the s e  s ong s were re served f or the 
ce lebrat ion b or n  ch i ld o f  a ( ' father  of  the 
v i l lage ' )  on such o c ca s ions a s  o r  h i s  f ir s t  forma l 
v i s i t  t o  the of  h i s  fe  l ow v i l lage r s . La t e r  on , however , 

gradua l came t o  be used on any f e s t ive o c ca s ion a nd eve n ,  
a t  a more r e cent , in ma ny s ituat ions of t o -d ay l i fe . The i r  
ad op t i on by the Tomoive , who named them t ook p la c e  when they 
were  a lready ly s e cu l a r i sed and there f ore r e s u l ted in the incre a s e  
of  the ir  own mu s i ca l s t ock without the remod e l l ing or d i s p lac  o f  
the i r  trad it iona l pra c t ice s .  Th i s  per iod a l s o  s aw t he borrowing o f  the 

d anc p lanks  by the Nakana i  of U lamona . Th i s  mu s t  have 
on the occa s ion of trad ing exped it ion s  mounted by the ' Bu s h  Me ngen '  
I t  s e ems that , unl ike the Maenge , the Nakana i were  c ont ent t o  
t h i s  ceremonia l ar t i fa c t  wi thout en l i st the t e chnica l a s s i s t ance of  
fore  s inge r s  a cqua int ed  with  the or  1 c ond i t ion s of  performa nce 
imp l ied by dancing . 

Howeve r ,  the mos t  impor tant int e r - t riba l phenomenon , a s  far a s  
ceremonia l ice s a re c oncerned , l ie s  i n  variou s  ind ica t i on s  
b y  both Ko l and Ma enge e ld e r s  of  
pagan re l on  f o r  both t r ib e s . i s  on ion 
ha s been re f e rred t o  t he period b e twee n  1 9 25 and by my inter-
l ocut or s  themse lve s tha t  t he ma t t e r  is  pre s ented here , b u t  the a l  
centre i s  sa id t o  have been a c t ive for a c oup le o f  yea r s  a f t er  Wor ld 
Wa r I I , a nd one can a l s o wond er  whe the r it  d id not func t i on to  
chr i s t i an i s a t ion S o  much for the chr ono l og ica l s e t t ing . The core of  
the s e  ing s t a t eme nt s i s  t ha t  nea r  the s p o t  whe re t h e  chthonian 
god Ma l i la (Man i l a  in Ko l )  i s  s a id t o  have been k i l led , the headwa t e r s  
of  Ga lue Rive r ,  the re used t o  be a cu l t  h o u s e  surrounded by bush a nd 
kept  in good At f ixed interva l s , the e ld e r s  of  a c e r t a in c lan  
u s ed t o  g o  t o  th i s  hou se and prop i t ia t e  Ma l i l a so  a s  t o  s e cure fer t i  
in the gard e ns and genera l we l fa re among b oth the Maenge a nd the Ko l . 
Now , it  s o  happened tha t the inter ce s s or s  had t o  th i ther  of fering s  
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from b oth the Maenge a nd the Ko l . Consequent ly , the Ko l member s of  tha t 
par t icular  c lan are s a id t o  have s e nt r i t ua l  g ift s of food t o  the i r  
Maenge c lan ma te s ,  b u t  t h i s  wa s pa s sed of f a s  a s e c u l a r  pra c t ice  i n  t he 
eye o f  the ma j or i ty of the popu l a t ion , a c c or d i ng t o  the informa nt s . 
The very not i on o f  a centra l i sed  c u l t  a t  f i r s t s ight appea r s  ra the r 
uncommon in th i s  region of Me lane s ia . Mor e over , i t  apparent ly fa i l s  t o  
f it in w i t h  s u c h  impor tant a spec t s  of the Maenge a nd Ko l cu l ture s a s  
the s t rong au t onomy of v i l lage commun it ie s , and t he j ea lous ly p r iva t e  
char a c t er o f  tha t cont rol of  r i tua l a c t iv i t i e s  exer ted b y  i nd ividua l 
leader s .  La s t  of  a l l ,  the s e  d a t a  r e s t  on the word of  on ly three  old  
peop le  a nd have not been che cked through ext en s ive inqu irie s because  
o f  the  informant s '  fear of  ge t t ing int o  tr oub l e  with the ir mis s ionar i e s . 
Con s e que nt ly , thi s  informa t ion cannot but s ound dub i ou s . Neve r the l e s s , 
i t  i s  only fa ir t o  put o th e r  d a ta int o  the s c a le . Thus , one ha s to  
take into  a c c ount the s t rong b e l i e f  ob t a ining among t he We s t  Mengen ,  
a s  f a r  a s  the inhab itant s o f  Va iramana , tha t  s pe l l s  chanted by mag i c ians  
of  the Ga lue a rea  g re a t ly h e lp b a nana s and f ru it - t re e s  thrive a l l  over 
the c oa s t .  The e f fe c t ive s c ope o f  tha t  mag i c , there fore , c over s  mor e  
than 3 0  mi l e s  a nd i s  pre c i s e ly a s cr ibed t o  t h e  expe r t i s e  of  the Ga lue 
peop le , who a re s t i l l  c on s idered in everyday par lance as int ima t e ly 
c onne c t e d  wi th thos e s pe c ia l powe r s  wh ich adhere t o  the s it e  of Ma l ia l ' s  
dea th . Thi s  i s  a f a ir l y  impre s s ive ev idence of  the ext ent t o  which 
par ochia l i sm in the r i tua l s phere can be  over c ome . Al s o , it i s  s i gni f ­
i cant tha t  mos t  o f  t he Ko l peop l e  a r e  qu i t e  aware  of  t he Maenge hav ing 
performed prop i t ia t i on ceremonie s near the headwa t e r s  of  Ga lue River 
b e fore Wor ld War I I , a lthough , except  for t he above -me n t i oned informant s ,  
they have s a i d  nothing s pont aneou s ly of  Ko l par t i c ipa t ion . To s um up , 
it  may b e  tha t  t h i s  a l leged int e r - t riba l cu l t  centred  on the s i t e  of  
Ma l i la ' s  death  is  a me re hoax , or , more probab ly , a r e t r o s pe c t ive 
proj e c t ion of a mod ern re l ig iou s  phenomenon , name ly tha t  uni f ied  cargo 
cu l t  moveme nt wh ich embrac e s a l l  the t r ib e s  l iv ing in our a rea ( s ee  
be l ow) . But a l t er na t ive ly i t  may b e  tha t the pre s ent cargo cult  ha s 
de rived i t s  un i ty from th i s  inter - t r iba l prototype o f  re l ig iou s a c t iv i ­
t i e s . I f  the l a t t e r  a s sump t i on we re correc t ,  one c ou ld under s ta nd why 
the informa n t s  have c l a imed  tha t th i s  centra l i s ed Ma l i la cu l t  wa s not 
a c t ive unt i l  chr i s t ian i s a t i on , a s  it wou ld have been  a pos s ib le r e s p on s e  
t o  chr i s t i ani s a t ion i t se l f . 



Chapter 3 

Thr ough the ir d i srupt ive e ffe c t s  on the Ma enge way o f  l i fe , the 
mi l it a ry operat i ons conduc t ed in our a rea  d id much t o  a l te r  t he ge ne ra l  
pa t t ern o f  inter - t r iba l r e la t ions a s  d e s cribed i n  the two prev i ou s  
cha p t e r s  Even among the Ko l , who were never  invo lved d ir e c t  i n  the 
t roub l e s  ent a i led by t he Japane s e  occupat ion - or in the b a t t le s  to ge t 
rid  o f  it  - the war had s ign i f i cant c on s equenc e s  whi ch a re s t i l l  r e ­
membered w i t h  g r e a t  d e t a i l . T o  q uote  one examp l e : ha l f  a d o zen 
a l l ied av ia t o r s  who s e  p lane s were shot d own had t o  h ide  for severa l 
months  on a mounta in in t he nor the rn part o f  t he Ko l c ountry . Not only 
did the pe o p l e  of  the nea re s t  v i l lage s ge t in t ou ch w i th them , ma inly 
t o  s upp ly them w ith food , bu t s ome o f  them were  occa s i ona l ly s ent  t o  
the s ou t h  c oa s t  a s  me s seng e r s  and had t o  c ont a c t  e it he r  pa ramount 
lu lua i Go lpa ik (Go l opage ) or the c oa s t -wa t cher s .  Other inte r - t riba l 
phenomena wh ich wou ld not have t ake n p la ce if  the wa r had not b een 
waged in tha t region wi l l  be de s c ribed here a f ter . The c oa s ta l  Maenge 
we re , o f  c our s e ) a f fe c ted by the of h o s t i l i t ie s  to a much gre a t e r  
ext ent . By the end o f  Japane s e  ru le  t hey had even in a few c a se s , had 
to le ave the ir v i l la ge s  for the b u sh and thi s rev ived anc ient c onne c ­
t i ons w i t h  the t r ibe s o f .  the int e r ior . Howeve r ,  i t  i s  . i n  the f l ight o f  
va r i ou s  ind iv idua l s  t o  f ore ign v i l la ge s  tha t  one can f ind new c a s e s  of  
inter- t riba l r e l a t ions o f  the mo s t  la s t ing e f f e c t  I n  the Maenge a rea , 
any per s on who had been a t  enmit y  with fe l low v i l lager s in the pre-war 
per i od had rea s on to b e  in terror o f  h i s  l i fe s ince he c ou ld be  de ­
nounced f ir s t  a s  a t ra i t or to  the Japane s e , a nd , in the la s t  months  of  
the wa r ,  t o  t he a l l i ed f or ce s .  Thi s  anx i e ty wa s no mere  fancy : three 
p e op l e  have been reported a s  s hot  by a l l ied f par t ie s  on the 
s trength of fa l se informa t i on No wond e r , the re f ore , tha t a few 
took re  among t he Mamu s i  and the Ko l in the mos t  cr i t i c a l t ime s of  
the war . Go lpa ik is  a case  in point  f r om be  unque s t i onab 
a he l p f u l  a l  of  the c oa s t -wat cher s ,  the pa ramount had a c cu -
mu la t ed s o  much ha t red through u s  h i s  of f i c ia l  autho r i ty f or h i s  own 
int ere s t s , tha t he f ound i t  s a fer  to  d i sappear from Sa l i  when the 
Japane s e  d e t e c ted Aus t ra l ian c oa a c t iv i t ie s . The in f o rmant s 
a re a t  variance with  r e s pe c t  t o  the d ura t i on o f  h i s  r e t i rement among 
the Ko l :  s ome s peak of two or three week s , othe r s  of a coup le of mon th s 
Wha t  i s  s ure , however , i s  tha t h i s  s tay in thi s area  t urned out t o  be  a 
good p o l it ica l inve s t ment In i c u lar , he wa s i n  a pos i t i on c an-

t o  promi s e  his  hos t s  var i ou s  rewa rd s a nd ia l 

42 



43 

treatment from the Al l i e s  and t he Aus t ra l ians ; a promi s e  whi ch wa s 
large l y  ins trumenta l  in  the imp l ementat i on of h i s  po l i t ica l p lans , a s  
wi l l  b e  s een b e l ow .  S o  much f or the mos t d ire c t  and genera l e f fe c t s of  
the mi l i tary opera t i on s  on inter - t r iba l phenomena . 

Immed ia t e ly a ft e r  t he war , wha t Golpa ik had promi s ed s eemed t o  
eve ntua te  i n  a way tha t over s tr i pped the mos t  opt imi s t i c  expe c t a t i ons : 
the Aus t r a l i a n  admi n i s t r a t i on s ent  t o  t h i s  par t  of  New Bri t a i n  a s h ip 
fu l l  o f  f o od t o  be d i s t r ibut ed f ree among the popu la t ion ,  a s  a means  o f  
rega ining c ont r o l  more  ea s i ly .  Appa rent ly the Ko l rece ived a large 
share  in thi s unexpe c t ed c a rgo  of  r ice  a nd canned mea t  s ince everyb ody 
s t i l l  r e co l le c ts with .  d e l ight pe op l e  l iving in p lenty f or two mon th s 
wi thout car ing about ga rd e ns . Apa r t  from giving t a ng ib l e  j us t i f ica t i ons 
to those dreams which were to b e  enterta ined later by the l oca l cargo 
cu l t , th i s  Au s t ra l ian init iat ive obv i ou s ly re s u l ted in increa s ing 
Golpa ik ' s mos t  imp or tant a s se t , name ly cred ib i l i ty . This wa s ev idenced 
by the r e s pons e  o f  the Ko l a nd Tomoive when he endeav oured , s ome mon th s 
a f t e r , t o  g e t  them t o  leave the i r  mount a in s  a nd s e t t l e  d own on t he 
c oa s t  

I n  the meant ime the pa ramount lu lua i managed t o  get h imse l f  appointed 
as manager of  Cuta rp p lanta t i on ( 1 94 7 ) . Thi s  wa s a further me ans  of  
' s tand ing in  the  eye o f  the and a l l  ma s t er s ' � as the inf orma n t s  
p u t  i t  - and of enlarging h i s  c l ient� l e  among t he l oca l popu l a t i on . 
Thi s  p o s it ion enab led him t o  appoint h i s  fr iend s a s  a s s i s ta n t s  a nd give 
emp l oyment to a s c or e  of  Ko l .  I t  i s  pre c i s e ly when running th i s  p lanta­
t ion tha t he f ormed the  p lan of a t t ra c t ing to  the  c oa s t  as  many bu s h  
pe op le a s  pos s ib le ,  i n  order t o  s e cure p lent i fu l  lab our and ke e p  a 
su f f i c ient  numb e r  of  carr i e r s  a t  Admini s trat i on d i sp os a l  f or pa tr o l s  
i n  the inter i or , thus making h ims e l f  s t i l l  more  ind i spensab l e . 

I ndeed , t he very ex i s tence of  t r ibe s  l oc a t ed in  the mounta ins , at  
one or two day s ' wa lk f r om the c oa s t , ha s b e e n  an i t ching pr ob l em to  
the pa tro l o f f icer s and s ome mi s s i onar ie s :  there i s , qui te und e r s t and ­
ab ly , an apprehe n s i on that the mic e  wi l l  p lay  when the ca t ' s  away , bu t 
mount ing pa tr o l s  a t  frequent  interva l s  me e t s  w i th rea l d if f i cu l t ie s  in 
und er - s ta f fed c ond i t i ons . The s e  d i f f icul t ie s  increa s e  when  the c oa s t a l  
p e op l e  gr ow r e luc t an t  t o  work a s  carrier s , which i s  j u s t wha t h appened 
at the end of the wa r ,  a cc ord ing to b o th Ko l a nd Mae nge informant s .  
A f t e r  enj oyi ng a rad i c a l ly new kind of  int e r c our s e  with the whi t e s  
dur ing t h e  peri od o f  hos t i l i t i e s , the Maenge were unhappy a t  b e ing 
urged t o  rever t  t o  pre -war c ond i t i on s , so tha t the carry ing pr ob lem 
b e came s e r i ou s  indeed . The be s t  way of  s o lv ing it , to  Golpa ik ' s mind , 
wa s the re f ore t o  i nduce l e s s  s oph i s t i ca t ed bush dwe l le r s  t o  s e t t le  on 
the c oa s t , gra nt them on ly pre c ar i ous  and perm i s s ive r ight s  among the 
h o s t  p opu l a t ion  - and u s e  t h�m a s  carrie rs . They wou ld not dare  t o  
abandon that submi s s ive behav iour expec ted o f  migrant s unt i l  s evera l 
yea r s  had e lap s ed . Such wa s t he p l an . 

To carry it  ou t , the paramount re s or t ed t o  two d i f ferent  
pre s su re s a t  t he s ame t ime . On  the  one hand , he  promi sed the  Ko l a nd 
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Tomo ive tha t g overnment agenc i e s  wou ld a s s i s t  them in cre a t ing cocoa 
and c o f fee p lant a t ions i f  they agreed t o  l ive on those s i t e s  which he 
had e spe c ia l ly prepared f o r  them on the c oa s t . The Department of  
Agr icul ture wa s supposed  not  only t o  prov ide s eed l ing s and te chnica l 
guidance but a l s o  t o  have the b locks of land c l eared f or the c o l oni s t s ! 
Wa s t hat  more unbe l ievab le than the arr iva l o f  a cargo of  f ood , a f ter  
a l l ? Even more s t r iking - and certain ly more e f fe c t ive in  every 
witne s s ' v iew - wa s the s e c ond argument : Go lpa ik s pread the t er r i fying 
rumour t ha t  an ear thquake wa s very shor t ly t o  d e s troy c omp le te ly the 
int e r ior of  New B r i ta in , and only people l iving on the c oa s t  c ou l d  hope 
to surv ive . I t  wa s Not o ,  a l i eut enant of Golpaik ' s ,  who e nsured the 
succe s s  of  th i s  hoax . A Ko l from Pa turu v i l lage , No t o  wandered thr ough 
a l l  the par t s of  the Ko l c ount ry and preached the apoca lyp s e  in  every 
v i l lage , ge t t ing even  to a c oup le of  Tomoive p lace s A s  a re s u l t , 
except  for three me n - one of whom feared a j a i l  s entence i f  he ven tured 
on t o  the s e a - b oard - a l l  the inhab itant s of  e leven v i l lage s d e c ided on 
f o l l owing Go lpa ik ' s  ca l l  and le f t  for the coa s t . A l l the re s e t t lement 
v i l lages  were  e s tab l ished e i ther  on the b ounda r i e s  o f  Cutarp plan t a t i on 
or wi thin  a d i s tance of  3 0  minu t e s ' wa lk from the s e  b oundar ie s . The 
new v i l lage s , t ogethe r with the or ig in of  the s e t t le r s , are  shown 
b e l ow . 

( a )  Ko l : 
E l pora Kora and La l ika 
Ot i t ine lu l Pa turu and ha l f  o f  Teveve 
Pa rakamana Ti sane l I i  II n " 

O t i pakia Mo g o  
E lvaro Ku la 
Penoi ( c oa s ta l )  Penoi ( inland ) 
Kauwa Lakir i 

( b )  Tomo ive : 

The e leventh bush  v i l lage , wh ich d oe s  not appear in the above l i s t ,  i s  
a Ko l one , name ly Moeve . I t  wa s a lr eady i n  proce s s  of  s p l i t t ing up 
owing to i nt erna l  quarre l s  when Not o  und e r t ook h i s  campa ign . Con­
s equent ly , ha l f  of i t s  popu lat i on j oined that of  Pa turu , whi l e  the re s t  
migrat ed t o  Ola ipuna , a v i l lage in land o f  Pomio wh ich  wa s men t i oned in  
Chap te r 1 on  a c c ount of  its  a s s oc ia t i on with s a l t - making par t ie s from 
the Ko l area . 

One can appre c ia t e  how far Go lpa ik ' s  hoax wa s succ e s s fu l  by not ing 
that  only the S u i  peop le  ( u sua l ly ca l l ed ' 1'xt e nded Kol ' i n  o f f i c ia l  
d oc umen t s )  and a c oup le o f  very d i s tant Tomoive v i l lage s d id not move . 
A l l  tho s e  bush-dwe l ler s who had had anc ient c onne c t i ons w ith c oa s t a l  
Maenge , o r  had been  t ouch ed b y  Go lpa ik ' s  per s ona l inf luence on s ome 
occa s ion , surrend e red to b oth the ent icement o f  agr icu l tura l deve l opment 
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a nd to the fear  of an imminent earthquake . Indeed , the Sui had been  
involv ed in  interc our s e  with the  Longue inga and the  peop l e  o f  t he nor th 
c oa s t , whi le thos e  Tomoive l oca ted at the headwa t e r s  of Beg - Be g  River  
t rad i t i ona l l y  felt  more a tt ra c ted t o  the  Sulka than  to  the  inhab i t a nt s  
o f  Jacquinot Bay ; two fa c t s  wh i ch e a s i ly a c c ount f or the ir impa s s iv e ­
ne s s  in t h e  midd le of  t h i s  agita t i on . 

The end of  the s t ory i s  remini s cent of  t he Marq u i s  de  Rey ' s  famous 
swind l e , in so far as it  pr oved per fec t ly c on s i s t e nt with it s extra­
ord inary b e g inning . After  l iv ing on  the  c oa s t  for a l i t t le  mor e than 
a year , a l l  the s e t t ler s returned to the ir  f ormer hab itat  in  the bush , 
a s  ne i ther earthquake nor agr i c ul t ura l a s s i s tance had eventua t ed . Mean­
whi le they had l o s t quite a few of the ir infant s and o ld peop le , whose  
sudden dea th is  a s c r i bed b y  the informant s t o  tha t  dra s t ic change in  
c l ima t i c  c ond it ions  exper ienced on  the c oa s t . A l s o , they had had  t o  
p a y  Golpa i k  $A20  per v i l la ge a s  an admi s s i on fee , a nd s ome say  a s  an 
init ia l c ont ribu t i on t o  the pur cha s e  of  a big b oa t  intended e ithe r for 
get t ing a nother  cargo f r om Aus t ra l ia or evacuat ing t he popu l a t i on t o  a 
p l a c e  s a fe f r om earthquake s (witne s s e s  are a t  var iance on th i s  p oint ) . 
One s hou ld empha s i se he re tha t not a s ing le  migrant rema ined on the 
c oa s t  a f t e r  the t ruth of the whole  ma t ter  wa s ou t . However , those  Ko l 
who had j oined t he popu l a t i on o f  O l a ipuna d id not  move aga in . A s  for 
t oday ' s  re s e t t l ement v i l lages  shown on Map 1 ,  a l l  have been e s t ab l i she d 
more recent ly and und e r  d if ferent c i rcums tanc e s  a s  wi l l  b e  s ee n  h e re ­
a f te r . 

Th i s  adventure i s  very int ere s t ing in s eve ra l re s pe c t s . F ir s t  of 
a l l , it  v iv id ly i l lumina t e s  tha t pe cul iar p sych o l og i c a l a tmos phere 
whi ch preva i led in the f i r s t  yea r s  of  the pos t -wa r per iod and whi ch 
fu l ly de serves to be  d e s c r ibed a s  ' mi l l enar ian ' in  the s t r i c te s t  s e n s e  
of t h e  t e rm .  The unexpe c t ed arriva l of the c a r g o  s ent b y  t h e  Admini s ­
tra t i on wa s a lready s ome th ing o f  a mir a c l e  and ev iden t l y  paved the way 
f or any prophe t announc ing an ext raord ina ry event . I t  i s  s ig ni f ica nt 
t ha t  the ext ra ord ina ry even t  which  wa s g iven s o  much cred i t  t ur ne d  'out  
to  be  pre c i s e ly one of  t ot a l  d e s t ruc t i on and exodus . I n  the s e c ond 
p la ce , a lthough he c on s t ant ly supported governme nt p o l i cy aga in s t  the 
a sp i r a t ions of  hi s t r ib e smen (wh i ch mad e  h i s  career  high ly succe s s fu l ) , 
Go lpa ik p l ayed , in t h i s  c a s e , on the v e ry expe c t a t i on s  and mi s c oncep­
t i on s  tha t wer e  t o  r e s u l t  in t he emergence of  t he grea t e s t  threa t  t o  
h i s  whi t e  pa t rons , name ly tha t of t h e  l oc a l c a rgo cu l t . I r oni ca l ly ,  
h i s  own s on ,  be fore t ak ing up a teach ing appointment out s ide our area , 
had t o  c omba t  t hi s movement l a t e r  on . Third ly , the v i c t ims of  the h oax 
der ived  from the ir  exper ience a l ow opinion of tha t  Admin i s t r a t ion of 
whi ch Go l pa i k  purpor ted t o  be the mou thp i e c e , and hard ly more favourab l e  
views on l iv ing c ond it ion s  in the c oa s ta l  area . Apar t  from the s e  b i t te r  
fee l ing s and increa sed  knowledge , they b r ough t  h ome two t oken s  of the ir 
mor t i f icat ion : ( i ) the fa l se prophe t Noto wa s hence for th c a l led Nabul 
( ' Ea r thquake ' ) ,  and ( i i )  the name o f  one of  the former bu sh v i l la ge s  
wa s cha nged b y  it s inhab i tant s t o  tha t o f  the re s e tt lement s it e  wher e  
they h a d  l ived ( Pa rakama na , a name which s ound s unmi s t akab ly Maenge in 
the Ko l c ount ry) . 
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Th i s  f ir s t  and temporary mig ra t ion o f  bush pe op le  to  the coa s t  s e ems 
not to have a f f e c t ed the Mae nge ve ry  much , except  tha t the thorny prob l em 
of supplying car r ie r s  f or admini s t r a t ion pa t ro l s  wa s s o lved t o  the ir 
adva nta ge for a whi le . The s i t e s  s e l e cted  for re s e t t lement purpo s e s  
were a l l  loca ted on b l ocks of land be long ing t o  Golpa ik and , mor e ove r , 
the ir oc cupancy d id not la s t  l ong enough t o  give r i s e  t o  s e r ious c on­
cern among the or ig ina l c oa s t - dwe l ler s . By c ontra s t , the s e c ond 
migra t ion , whi ch t o ok p l ace  in the ear ly s ixt ie s and wa s not f o l l owed 
by a return to the int er ior , had a gre a t er impa c t  on the s t a t e  of inter ­
t r iba l re lat ion s . A s  th i s  t ime it  wa s d e t e rmined not by the prospect  
o f  mira c le or  impend ing d i s a s t er , but  pa r t  by migrant s '  wi l l ingne s s  
a nd par t ly by g over nme nt pe r s ua s ive ne s s , i t  wa s not comp l e ted a t  once . 
Inst ead , it l a s ted  f our years , from 1 9 6 1  t o  1 9 65 , and i s  pr obab ly s t i l l  
i n  progre s s , s ince ind iv idua l s  pe r i od i ca l ly j o in the i r  t r ibe smen wh o 
prev i ous ly s e t t led on the c oa s t . One should  even go fur ther and rema rk 
tha t thi s  per iod saw an ext e ns ive sh i f t  o f  popu l a t i ons  in our area , a s  
exemp l i f ied b y  the j oint mi gra t i on o f  Mamus i  a nd Maenge t o  I rena , a 
c a s e  o f  vo lunta ry re s e t t lement t o  be examined s hort ly . The phenome non , 
the re for e , wa s by no means  conf ined to  the Ko l and Tomoive . Acc ord ing 
to v a r i ous informant s be l ong ing to each t r ibe invo lved , the ma j or 
mo t iva t i on wa s the same in a l l the s e  migrat ion s , name ly , a s tr ong d e -
s ire t o  shirk enl i s tment a s  carrie r s  on admin is trat ion ro l s . Indeed , 
g overnme nt o f f i ce r s  had rea l i s ed tha t they c ould not re ly any longe r on 
the wi l l ingne s s  of the c oa s t - dwe l le r s  and , a s  a r e s u l t , had adopted the 
pol icy o f  summon ing t o  the s e a -board carr ier s f r om the c l o s e s t  v i l la ge s  
o f  the bu sh area they were  t o  pa tro l . When the f i r s t  Ca th o l ic  mi s s ion­
ary t ook his re s idence among t he Ko l ,  he t oo had per i od i ca l ly t o  s e nd 
fa t igue - par t ie s t o  the coa s t  in order t o  get h i s  supp ly a nd ma i l . Thi s 
wa s an add it i ona l ob l i on whi ch imp l ie� , in  1 9 68 f o r  examp l e , a 
d oub l e  t r ip once  a wee k  B y  s e t t l ing d own o n  t he coa s t ,  b u sh peop le  
were t hu s  ab l e  to  lend thems e lve s more ea s i ly t o  admin is trat ion  c ont r o l , 
in r e t urn f or wh ich they we re exempted  from working a s  carr ie r s  for  
b o th the government and mi s s i on .  Such wa s probab ly the  imp l ic it b a rga in 
b e twe en  the par t ie s  c once rned One can , neverthe le s s , wond er  whe ther 
thi s inc e nt ive wa s s t rong e nough to ove r c ome tha t  re luctance certa  
fe l t  by the  Ko l a ft e r  the ir  unp l ea s ant exper ience s on the coa s t  a de cade 
be fore I t  may we l l  b e  tha t the increa s ing c ontrol  ga ined by the cargo 
movement over the c oa s t a l  pe op le had s ome pa r t  in the a t t rac t i on of  
re s e t t leme nt , a l though mos t  informant s qui t e  unde r s t and ab ly avoid 
ment ioning thi s fa c t or . In  par t i cular , when a coup l e of  a c t ive cu l t i s t s  
i n  r e c e nt ye a r s  under t ook pr o s e lyt ism f o r  the Jeh ovah ' s  W i tne s s e s  s e c t  
on Wa t e r fa l l  Bay and o f fered an inv i t ing a l t e rnat ive t o  tho s e  Ko l who 
re s ented Catho l i c  rule , there i s  no d oub t tha t  new c ont ingent s of  
migra nt s le ft  the bush . 

I n  add it ion ,  s pe c ia l  mot ive s were a t  work in e a ch ca s e , the mos t  
c ommon o f  wh i ch be ing the interna l or int e r - v i l l a ge quarre l s  wh ich 
br oke ou t as a re s u l t  of  charge s of  s or cery . In  f our re s e t t lement 
v i l lage s e s t ab l i shed by the Ko l (Kauwa , Peno i , Pora and Varo) , the then 
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s it e s  involved , a nd provided the c o l oni s t s wi t h  s ome a s s is tance in  
a gr icul tura l mat t e r s . However , the a rrangement s made  f or re s e tt l ement 
a t  Ka lakuru a nd Ranutu were  of  a priva te cha ra c t e r . At the ins t iga t ion 
of government o f f i c ia l s , t he pe op l e  of Sa l i  v i l lage , e spe c ia l ly Go lpa ik 1 s  
c lan , a l l owed mos t  Kol from Moeve t o  move t o  Ka lakuru , whe re the para -
moun t  h a d  c r e a t ed a sma l l  p lantat ion . A Maenge v i l lage , de s e r t ed 
b y  i t s  popu ion b e twe en  1 9 00 a nd 1 9 1 0  ( s ee p .  ) ,  Ranut u  wa s se l e c ted 
for the re s e t t l eme nt o f  the T omoive f r om Upago unde r  the f o l l ow ing 
c ir cums t ance s .  As we s a id previ ou s ly ,  the Ra inana c l an - who s e  inf lu­
entia l e ld e r  wa s l iv ing a t  Ma t ong a nd had  frequent ly a c ted as  a 
negot i a t or be twe e n  the Maenge and t he Tomoive he ld mos t  land r i ght s 
a t  Ranutu .  I t  s o  happened that the popu la t ion of Upago inc l uded  a 
s igni f i c ant c ore  of Ra ina na c lansmen , s ome of whom even we re d e s cendan t s  
of  those or ig ina l inhab i ta nt s  of  Ranu tu who had take n  re fuge i n  the 
T omoive c ount ry 50 yea r s  b e f ore . Cons equent ly , the occupancy of th i s  
s i te  wa s agreed on by t h e  Ma enge b ranch a nd the Tomoive b ranch of  the 
Ra inana c lan . On the who le , abou t 3 5 0  peop l e  of Ko l a nd T omoive or i g in 
were  inv o lved in the re s e t t lement s cheme car r ied out in the Wat e r fa l l  
Bay a rea . 

The ca s e  of  I rena wa s s omewhat d i f fe rent . A l th ough b oth tho s e  Mamu s i  
from Kanga l i  a nd Maenge f r om Mar a  a nd B anc who ga t he red there f e l t  happy 
t o  b e  free f r om carrying d u t i e s  a long the ancient pat r o l  r ou t e  to t he 
Mamu s i  c ount ry v i a  Puapa la  v i l lage , they a l s o  were  a t t ra c t e d  by another 
pro s pe c t . An inf luent ia l Maenge , Ma rt in Poirir i , owned a l it t le p la nt a -
t ion in  t h e  v i e  of  I rena and pr omi sed  the Mamu s i a share i n  h i s  
re turns i f  they wou ld s e t t le  d own near him and he lp h im i n  h i s  bus ine s s o 
The s it e  of I rena wa s loca ted on land which wa s l ooked a f t er  b y  Po ir ir i 
and h i s  mother ' s  brother Loi s e  on beha l f  o f  the ir c la n ,  name ly the 
Taga tagapuna peop l e . As men ti oned prev iou s ly (pp . 25 and 2 8 ) , t he 
Tagatagapuna c la n  had a good many memb e r s  among the Mamu s i  of  Kanga l i  
vi l lage , whi le two impor t a nt c l ans  o f  the same p l a c e , O l e nga a nd 
V iv i l i ga , were a l s o  pre sent among t he Ma enge o f  Ma ra a nd Bano , a two­
way c i rc u i t  of l oya l t ie s  wh i ch a c c ounted for s tr ong t rade  a l l ia nce s 
b e tween the three  v i l l a ge s c oncerned . On t he ba s i s o f  the s e  t r ad i t i ona l 
c onne c t i on s , a d oub le  a greeme nt wa s c on c l uded  t o  re s e t t le b o th t he 
Mamu s i  a nd the Maenge a t  Irena . Without d oub t the l oca l adm in i s tra t ion 
a uthor i t ie s  s uppor ted the s cheme , a s  it wa s to br ing i s o l a ted  peop l e  
und e r  the i r  d ir e c t  c ont ro l a nd wou ld  c on t r ibute  to  the ext ens i on o f  
ca s h  cropping in the a rea . Although c o- opera t ion b e tween the Mamu s i  

s and Po i r ir i  tu rned out t o  b e  le s s  s u c ce s s fu l than expe c t ed , 
280  peop le  ga t hered a t  I rena in 1 9 60 ,  withou t any s e c e s s ion or re turn 
t o  or 1 hab i ta t s  taking p l a c e  in subs equent year s . Nev e r the le s s , 
ne a r ly 5 0  per cent of  the in i t ia l  popu l a t i on of  Kanga l i  rema ined im-

s t o  the ent i ceme n t s  of  Irena a nd withdrew int o  the he a r t  o f  the 
Mamu s i  c ount ry ins tead wh ich fru s t r a t ed the hope s ent er ta ined by the 
Admi n i s t r a t i on . 

The ma j or e f fe c t s  of tho s e  re s e t t lement s achieved during the s e c ond 
per iod can be mar sha l led int o two broad ie s :  ( i )  the d ir e c t  
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impa c t  o f  the migrant s on the host  popu la t i on a nd vice ver sa ; ( i i)  the 
between the Ma enge peop l e  and t he other t r ibe s a t  large 

through the re s e tt lement v i l lage s ing a s  cul tura l t ra nsmi t t er s . 

Wha t wa s t o  a f fe c t  the Ma enge mos t  wa s the pe rmanent oc cupancy of 
re s e t t l ement s i t e s  Th i s  wa s not rea l i sed by the h o s t  popu l a t ion f rom 
the ou t s e t , but a f t e r  a c oup le  of yea r s  they gradua l ly g o t  wor ried 
Not tha t the re wa s any l a nd s hortage in the areas where the migrant s 
bui l t  the ir v i l lage s Not that they had rea s on t o  fear  d i s rup t ive 
e f f e c t s  on the ir own s o c ia l  ord er or on the advancemen t  of  the i r  cargo 
cu l t ; s ince the ir gue s t s  had not been uninv i ted  and mo s t  of  them , a pa r t  
f r om be ing c lan ma t e s , had l y  come t o  the c oa s t  f or t he purpo s e  o f  

oying the t e a chings of  the movement . The ir unea sy fee l ings der ived 
rathe r  f r om the apprehens ion tha t  the t roub le  wa s on ly s ta r t ing and 
tha t fur ther ma s s ive re s e t t l ement s  were t o  happen i n  the ne a r  future 
The very fa c t  tha t of f i c ia l pre s sur e s  or suppor t had been at work in 
the s e  ca s e s  wou ld  have s u f f i ced to a r ou s e  s ome b i t t erne s s  But , a s  i t  
ha ppens ,  s ince 1 9 6 6  the o f f i c ia l s  o f  the sub - d i s t r ic t  have a c t ua l ly 
c ontemp la ted two re s e t t l ement s cheme s  on a much larger  s c a le : one on 
Wa terfa l l  Bay a ga in , the other out s ide the Ma enge area a nd intended 
f or the Mamu s i . I t  s e ems that the pre s ent f inan c ia l po l i cy o f  the 
gove rnme nt ha s been the ma j or ob s ta c l e t o  the i r  imp l ement a t ion , a s  
b o th we re c once ived a s  par t  and parce l o f  a c a s h  cr opp ing pr o j e c t  and 
there fore required money I n  add i t ion t o  th i s  fa c t or o f  unre s t , the 
Ko l migrant s have pe r s i s tent ly r e f u s ed to par t i c ipa te in the l oca l 
governme nt c ounc i l  orga ni s a t ion s o  a s  t o  avoid paying t axe s , whi ch , 
in s o  s en s i t ive a ma t t er , ha s re s u l t ed in  more j ea l ou s ie s  among the 
Maenge . La s t  of a l l , when  the cargo leader s , ma inly in the ' We s t  
Mengen D iv i s i on ' ,  happened  i n  1 9 68 t o  withdraw the ir s upport f rom the 
Member f or th i s  e le c t ora t e  (Mr Kor iam Ureki t ) , the Kol r e s e t t leme nt 
v i l  s s e emed to intend to go  a long as b e f ore a nd endor s e  h i s  cy 
imp l i c it ly . Th i s  may we l l  br ing abou t  further f r i c t ion s  b e twe en the 
two peop l e s .  

An increa se  in inter - t r iba l marr i s  a l s o  a d ire c t  e ff e c t  t o  be 
expe c t ed of  re s e tt l eme nt . A l though th i s  new oppor tun i ty o f  
ou t i s  s t i l l  pre t  recent , t e n  such ma rr s have a l ready taken p la ce 
in the Wa t e r f a l l  Bay area a lone I t  i s  among Tomo ive wome n tha t the 

st f requency ha s b e e n  re corded the re A c omp l e te l i s t  of such 
ma rriages  i s  g iven be l ow 

6 Tomo ive have marr ied Maenge 
1 

women 
1 I I  woma n ha s " 1 Ko l 
1 i i  man I i  I I  1 Ko l 
2 Kol  men have mar r ied Ma enge 

1 
In a l l  the s e  6 ca s e s  re s id ence a f t er ma rriage wa s vi ri l oca l at Taka i 

v i l  
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As noted in Chap ter 2 ,  marr iage s b e tween  Tomoive and Maenge are noth i ng 
new and a lready occurred dur ing the chr i s t ianisa t i on per i od . Nor i s  
the p o s i t ion of  the Maenge a s  pred ominant ly women- take r s  t o  be  a s c r ibed 
to  re cent deve lopment s .  On the o ther hand , f our mar r iage s b e tween 
Maenge and Mamus i  have been r e por ted a s  a r e s u l t  of  the f ounda t ion of 
I rena v i l lage . In  th i s  ca s e  the Maenge rece ived 2 women and gave 2 ,  
but the samp le i s , o f  c our s e , not large enough t o  pe rmi t of  any c on­
c lu s i on . 

A feature c omp lementary to  inter - t r iba l marr iage s ,  s ome t ime s a 
fa c t o r  t o  and s ome t ime s a c on s e quence of  them , b i l ingua l i sm ha s ga ined 
ground s ince bush peop l e  s e t t l ed d own on the c oa s t . A s tr iking examp le 
is supp l ied by the Tomoive popu lat i on of Ranu tu who can c ommunicate  
rea s onab ly we l l  with the Maenge , and even  be t t e r  w i th the Ko l , thr ough 
the ir r e s pe c t ive v e rna cular s .  I n  each o f  the other re s e t t lement 
v i l l age s , the re are two or t hree per s on s  who are b i l i ngua l in Ko l and 
Maenge ; a ra t e  certa in ly not s o  impre s s ive a s  a t  Ranutu , but c on t ra s t -

wi t h  t he s i tuat i on in  the b u sh v i l lage s . Among the Kol o f  t he 
i n t e r i or , on ly every s e c ond v i l lage might c on tain a s ing le  ind ividua l 
ab le t o  t a l k  br oken Maenge . The point t o  b e  empha s i sed  here i s  that 
apparent ly no Maenge ha s cared to l earn t he language of the s e  migrant s ,  
excep t in s ome ca s e s  o f  inter - t r iba l mar r iage . Al l  t he Mae nge who 
s peak e ither Ko l or Tomoive learned it  on the o c c a s i on of  repeated 
admi ni s t rat ion pa tr o l s  or wh i l e  ne gotiat ing t rade a l l ianc e s  b e f ore the 
r e se t t leme nt o f  in land pe op l e  int o t he ir area . Th i s  fac t prove s c on­
s onant with that  t rend whi c h  ha s been de t e c ted in the pat t ern of 
marr iage with f ore igne r s . 

To make  an end t o  thi s  rev iew o f  the d ire c t  e f f e c t s  of  re s e t t lement , 
one ha s t o  ment i on tha t b oth Ko l and T omo ive c o l oni s t s  were t o  a cqu ire 
t e chnique s cha ra c t e r i s t i c  of  t he c oa s t - dwe l le r s , mos t  important ly , 
swirrnning and canoe-mak ing . The ir tut or s  in thi s f ie ld have been 
inhab itan t s  of  Takai v i l lage . Takai i s  not  on ly the  neare s t  p lace 
where such exper t s  c ou ld be  f ound , but a l s o i t  has  a l ong r e c ord o f  
t rade l inks , b i l ingua l i sm and int e rmarr iage s w i t h  t h e  Tomo ive and , t o  
a le s s e r  ext e nt , the Ko l ;  s o  t hat  a s s i s tance from it  wa s on ly an ext en­
s i on of  it s t rad it i ona l way s . Ironi ca l ly ,  whe n  trave l l i ng we s t , such 
c oa s t a l  peop le  a s  t he Maenge from Ma t ong have now to depend on Ko l and 
Tomoive f e rrymen f or cr o s s ing t he I s a  and S ib o l i  r iver s , and t hu s  owe 
t o  re s e t t l ement many a qu icker and e a s ier  t r i p , an advantage o f f i c ia l ly 
re c o gni sed  b y  the l oca l government c ounc i l , whi ch pays a sma l l  mon th ly 
s t i pend f or th i s  func t ion . Indeed , whi l e the Kol o f  Penoi and Kauwa 
have not ye t gone b eyond the s t age of mak ing poor c ra f t , the Tomoive 

at Ranutu have a lr eady succ eeded in as good canoe s as 
tho s e  o f  the Ma enge . 

Turning now to the ind ire c t  influence of r e s e t t l eme nt on int e r - t r ib a l  
re lat i ons , one should c ons ider f ir s t  t h e  d i f fu s ion o f  cargo be l ie f s  and 
the t ransmi s s i on o f  i n s t ruc t ion s  i s s ued by the cu l t  movement  t o  the 
peop l e  l iv ing inland . Re s e tt lement ha s not re s u l ted  in  s ever i ng t ho s e  
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l ink s be twe en t he Ko l migra nt s and the re s t  o f  their t r ibe . O n  the 
c ontrary , i t  s e ems t o  have increa s ed the ir  impor tance and even  d one 
mu ch to awake a new s e ns e  of t r iba l s o l idar ity I n  fa c t , apar t from 
fat igue - par t ie s  pe r i od i ca l ly sent t o  the c oa s t  by the mi s s iona ry in  
charge of the  Ko l area , t he re is  a c ons tant c orning and g o ing betwe en 
the bush  and the r e s e t t lement v i l lage s f or s uch rea s ons  a s  ceremonia l 
v i s i t s  pa id by c lan ma t e s  and t rade ope ra t i ons . Thu s , news and innova ­
t i ons  a s  we ll s pread into the int e r i or at a s peed and t o  an extent  
wh ich the Admin i s t rat ion officers  are  far from s u s pe c t ing . In  add i t ion , 
me s s enge r s  and s uch v i l lage lead e r s  a s  ' c ommi t t e e  men ' are frequent ly 
t rave l l ing both way s on s pe c i f i c mi s s ion s s ome t ime s a s  far a s  Ma l irna l i  
or Ka e tona in  the ' We s t  Mengen  D iv i s i on ' - t o  mee t  top l eader s o f  the 
movement . The se  emi s s a r ie s regu lar ly break the i r  j ourney at  s ome 
r e s e t t lement v i l lage . A s  ev idence o f  the pa r t  played b y  the c oa s t a l  
out l i e r s  of  the Ko l t ribe in l oca l p o l i t i c s , s u f f i c e  i t  t o  men t i on the 
int rod uc t ion of pineapp l e  growing int o  the co l le c t ive ga rdens of the 
b u sh pe op le , a prac t i ce f ir s t  enj o�ned by the moveme nt on the coa s t ; 
a l s o :  the s u c c e s s fu l e l e c tora l campa ign f or Mr Koriarn Urekit  c ond u c t ed 
in  1 9 64 through the Ko l c ountry . One c ou ld a l s o  r emark tha t the Ko l 
par t y  which we l c omed the above -ment ioned Memb e r  at  Pornio in 1 9  , 
though c ompr i s i ng peop le  f r om the b u sh and re s e t t lement v i l lage s a l ike , 
wa s led by ' c ommit tee  men ' of  Peno i - Kauwa ( coa st a l )  

Othe r ind ire c t  e f fe c t s  o f  re s e t t lement inc lude tha t at t ra c t ion 
exer ted f or s ome t ime on the Ko l of the inter ior by Jehovah ' s  Witne s se s ' 
prose lyt i sm in t he Wa t e r fa l l  Bay area . After  mee t  with s ome s u c ce s s  
three ye ars  ago , when i t  even a tt emp t ed t o  s e t  u p  it s own s choo l , the 
s e c t  wa s gradua l ly compe l led to  redu ce i t s  a c t iv i t i e s  and eventua l ly 
in 1 9 68 rea ched a s at  wh ich it c ounted no more than a d ozen 
sympa t h i s er s . A s  i t s  loca l s were a l s o  a c t ive cu l t i s t s  had 
to face j oint  oppos i t ion from both Ca th o l i c  mis s i on teache r s  and the 
few ant i - cargo p o l i t i c ians . A f ter  a campa i gn of fa l s e  rumour s the y  
became i s o lat ed and the Ko l cea s ed t o  t urn the ir eye s t oward s them . 

Ne i th e r  Golpa ik ' s  d eed s nor the c oa s ta l  re s e t t l ement of  b u s h  pe 
can exhaus t the s ub j e c t  of inte r - t r iba l re la t i ons from the end of Wor ld 
Wa r I I . Whi le tho s e  event s d e s cr ibed at the beginn ing of the 
chap t e r  wer e  taking p la ce , endeavour s were b e ing made  to the 
who le Ko l populat i on und e r  Ca tho l i c  c ont rol . A s  a lready ment ioned it 
wa s a Maenge catechi s t  fr om the Ma lakuru  area who ach ieved th i s  f ina l 
pha se of  chr i s t iani sat ion ; a t a s k  b y  t h e  pe r s i s t e nce  of  s ome 
anc ient feud s l and by t en ta t ive int er ferenc e s  f rom o the r Chri s t ian 
mi s s ions . When d i smis sed by the re s ident prie s t  a f ter  many years  s pent 
in the s erv ice of the Ca tho l i c  mis s ion ,  thi s man wa s t o  appear as a 
d e t ermined cargo leader and la t e r  on a member  of the loca l 
c ounc i l .  One can the re f ore wond er  whe the r he had not been 

For anothe r ce o f  evid e nce s e e  O ' Ne i l l  ( 1 9 6 1 : 2 2  



s ome , t o  preach cargo be l ie f s  in order t o  make hi s of f i cia l 
teaching s  more a t t ract ive , a s  happened in othe r par t s  of New Gu inea 
( s ee , for examp le , Lawrence i9 64 : 8 2 ) . Howeve r  that may b e , b oth 
Chr and cargo doctr ine s were int r oduced into the Ko l a rea by 
Maenge ent e rpri s e , even i f  both were  not actua l ly d i s seminated by the 
very same per s on . Th i s  s e c ond c�te chi s t  a rr ived among the Ko l imme­
d iate ly a ft e r  thos e c o l oni s t s  swind led by Go l pa ik had re turned home o 
Seven or e i ght year s  la ter  he wa s re l ieved b y  a ha l f - ca s t e  of  Maenge 
and Tomoive f r om Tokai v i l lage . 
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Anothe r impor tant fa c t or in increas ing c onta c t s be twee n  bush peop le  
and c oa s t - dwe l ler s wa s the recru itment o f  many Ko l by those p lanta t i ons  
loca t ed in t he Maenge area : ma inly Cut a rp , Ko lai  and Unung p lantat i on s . 
Th i s  po l i cy wa s in it ia ted b y  Golpaik when he wa s manager o f  Cut a rp , bu t 
it  ha s been carr ied on up t o  now .  F i fty t o  s ix ty Ko l labourers  were 
emp l oyed on the coa s t  unt i l  1 9 66 , a f t e r  wh ich Cutarp  p lantat ion sharply 
reduced re crui tment from that t r ib e  and s e cured it s manpower from the 
Highland s  of  New Gu inea . As a r e s u l t , not on ly have the s e  p lant a t ions 
b e c ome i nter- t r iba l marke t s to s ome exte nt , but a l so they have been 
re c ogni s ed a s  ha l t ing - p la c e s  for any Kol t rave l l ing on  t he b each . The 
regu lar i t ine rary in 1 9 6 7  and 1 9 68 inc luded a b reak in one o f  t he 
re s e t t l ement v i l lage s , whe re the f i r s t  night wa s s pent , and ano ther at  
Unung p lant a t i on f or the  s e c ond night ; a s chedu l e  whi ch app l ied whe ther 
the t rave l le r s  went to a t tend me e t ing s at Ma l ima l i  or s imp ly intended 
s e l l ing and buying p i g s , s ome t ime s  a s  far a s  D r ina p lant at ion 
be tween Cape Cunn ingham and Va iramana v i l lage . 

The new t rend s  t o  be f ound in i nt e r � t r iba l trad e s ince the e nd of  
Wor ld War I I  can b e  a s c r ibed to  the  one fact  t hat the bu sh pe op l e s , 
e spe c ia l ly the Ko l and the Longue inga ( ' Bu s h  Mengen ' ) , have b e c ome the 
s o l e  supp l ie r s  of t rad i t iona l good s . Var ious fa c t o r s  have comb ined i n  
d iver ting t h e  coa s ta l  Maenge from s evera l pr oduc t ive a c t iv i t ie s  s t i l l  
f l our i shing i n  the th ir t ie s :  the s i ght o f  tho s e  enormous q uant it i e s  o f  
f ood and mach ine s d i s p layed b y  the a l l ied for c e s dur ing the wa r ;  the 
oppor tun i ty of l iv ing f or s ome t ime as para s it e s  on the mi l i t a ry ;  the 
incr e a s ed number  of t rade s t ore s in the v i c in i ty of  v i l lage s ; and the 
pos s i b i l ity of  ge t t ing emp l oymen t  at  int e rva l s  on p lanta t ions or the 
admini s t ra t ion s ta t ion (a s gene ra l lab our e r s , s a i lor s , pub l ic works 
hand s ) . The making of  ne t - b a g s  (b i lum in pidgi n) i s  a ca s e  in point . 
A l though the s e  i tems are s t i l l  in demand , they a re no l onge r  made in 
the Maenge area ; and even the Longue inga , who are not  so  we l l  o f f , have 
g iven up the t e chnique , except in one o f  the ir v i l lage s o A s  a r e s u l t , 

p lay an impor tant part in the t rad e conducted by the Ko l with 
the ir ne ighbour s .  They a re d e l ive red to the c oa s ta l  cu s tomer s  
ab ly thr ough the re s e t t lement v i l lage s and t he Kol  compound s o n  l oca l 
p lantat ions . A s  f or the Longue inga , they obt a in them f rom the i r  
pa r t ne r s  at  Tuke v i l lage o Pr i c e s  r e c orded in 1 9 6 7  and 1 9 68 were a s  
f o l l ow s : 5 0  cent s f o r  tho s e  l i t t le b a g s  wh ich me n ha ng on their 
shou lder  or ne ck (Maenge : and r e s pe c t iv e ly ) , and 1 t o  
2 d o l l ar s  for those  large one s whi ch women hang o n  the ir head (Maenge : 



5 2  

The same i s  true o f  the supp ly o f  cured t oba c c o  leave s ;  cu l t iva t ion 
of  th i s  p lant ha s a lmos t  comp l e t e ly d i  from the coa s t , whi le  
b oth  the Longue inga and the Ko l keep on growing it  Here the f ormer 
people i s  by far the ma in supp l ier , s e l l ing i t s  yie ld t o  the Naka na i o f  
Ulamona , the mis s i onary s t a t ion l oc a t ed a t  tha t  p la ce and t he c oa s t a l  
Ma enge b e tween Pomio a nd Ma l ima l i , wherea s the Ko l trade the ir s mos t ly 
t o  Ranu tu a nd o ther re s e t t lement v i l la ge s  The u s ua l  price  over  the 
la s t  two yea r s  ha s been 1 0  ce nt s for a pack of 10  leave s . 

Other c ommod i t i e s  t raded b e tween  ne ighbour ing t rib e s  inc l ude p i g s , 
t ub e r s  of  taro and � . , and dogs  With to pigs , 
regular  trans a c t ion s inv o lve on ly the Longue inga and the Ko l ;  the 
forme r as buye r s  a nd the l a t ter , ma inly the inhab ita nt s of  Tuke v i l lage , 
a s  supp l ie r s  ( intra - t r iba l t rade b e tween the Kol of  the int e r ior and 
those  of  Ola ipuna , Ka lakuru , Va ro a nd Pora i s  not d ire c t ly re levant t o  
the pre s ent rev iew) . The peop le  of  Tuke , o n  the ir par t , fa i r ly o f ten  
purcha s e food tub e r s  from the  Longue inga of  Pakia , a trade  of  s ome 
s igni f icance in 1 9 67 and 1 9 68 a s  t he Ko l of t h i s  area we re  expe r ienc ing 
a s e r iou s  shortage . La s t ly ,  on the oc c a s ion of  the ir t ob a c c o  exped i ­
t ions t o  the s outh c oa s t , the Longue inga gene ra l ly manage t o  buy d o g s  
t o  be  u s ed in hunt ing w i ld p ig s . Pr ice s  range from 3 t o  6 d o l lar s . 
Sub s equent ly s ome of the s e  d ogs  are  re s o ld t o  the pe op l e  of  Tuke and 
the Su i area . 

Wha t  rema ins of  tho s e  wh ich have b e e n  d e s c r ibed i n  the 
two prev ious cha p t e r s  need s no more than a few word s . She l l s u sed a s  
gardening t o o l s  a re s t i l l  ob ta ined b y  the inland t r ibe s a l ong the s ame 
rou t e s  a s  be fore , a l though have been supp l i e d  more  and more f r e -
quent ly by  the s ou th c oa s t ,  s ince the crea t i on of  re se t t l eme nt v i l lage s , 
wh ich ent a i led a c on s iderab l e  s h i f t  o f  the centre of grav i t y  in the 
f ormer network of int er - tr iba l trade . Moreover , the t ot a l volume in­
volved in th i s  t rade ha s d e c l ined , as  women tend to  use  knive s in the ir 
gard e n s . On the other  hand , the barter of  cu l t iva ted p la nt s be tween  
the a nd the i r  ne ighbour s s eems to  have been a f fe c t e d  t o  a l e s ser  
ext ent by the  va r i ou s  cha ng e s  tha t have deve  ove r the  last  two 
d e cade s ,  a re lat ive c ont probab to be a s cr ibed to the 
c ons erva t i sm of  women . 

A s  ly  a l luded t o , ceremonia l re lat  b e tween the 
t r ibe s of  our area , e s pe c i a l l y  tho s e  tha t a re r ooted in c lan l oya l t ie s , 
have in gene ra l  s uc ce s s fu l ly s urv ived and have even ga ined more  im­
por tance in some c a s e s . Mos t  of them run of c our s e ,  a l ong the s ame 
l ine s a s  t rade t ran s a c t i ons . The s t ronge s t  a nd mos t  c onspi cuous of  
them are t o  be found among ) the of  Pakia , ( the 
coa s ta l  Mae nge of Va iramana a nd Lau , a nd ( i i the Tomo ive o f  Ranu t u  
and Toka i . In the f ir s t  i n s t ance , it  is  the Tavave c lan - the 
unimpa ired s o l id a r i  of i t s two b ra nch e s  l oca ted in the Longue inga and 
t he Ko l c ount ry whi c h  i s  ma instrume nt a l  in l inking b oth t r ib e s  
t ogether . On the oc c a s i on of  fea s t s ceremoni e s , or j u s t  f o r  
a change , memb e r s  of  thi s c lan c ove r the d i s tance ( two days ' wa lk) from 
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Pakia t o  T uke and vic e ver s a , forming par t i e s  o f  a dozen p e r s on s  o ften 
acc ompanied by vi l l age rs  b e longing t o  o ther c lans . C l ear l y , thi s  
s p e c i a l  conne c t i on i s  a s igni fican t  as s e t  i n  the hands o f  the 
of P aki a , who is the c oming man in the p o l i t i c s  of the b us h  are a . 
I ndeed , h i s  inf l ue nt i a l  p o s i t ion at  the hinge o f  both tribes , t o ge the r 
wi th the s upport he ge t s  from the Admini s trat i on on acc ount o f  h i s  non ­
a l i gnment p o l i c y  toward s  the c ar go movement , may a l l ow h im to  fo l low 
Go lpaik ' s  c areer , though on a sma l l er s ca l e . At any rate , s uch i s  his  
image i n  the eyes of  many Kol and Longue inga ; i n  p ar t i c ul ar after he 
ac ted  as  adv i s er and int erpre t er to  the e le c tora l p a t r o l  which  v i s i te d  
t h e  two c ens us d ivi s i ons i n  1 9 68 . S econd ly , two c lans , Ko l e i  and 
Kanimo s i , have memb ers  among the Maenge of Vairamana and amon g  that 
p opulation o f  mixe d  ori gin  ( S ao and Mamus i )  l iving be twe e n  the head ­
wat e r s  o f  Vai r amana River and Tor l u  River . Rec ip roc a l  v i s i t s  from one 
branc h of the s e  c lans t o  the o ther period i c a l l y  o c c ur , on the s ame 
o c c as ions as in t he previous c as e , but the number  o f  peop l e  inv olved i s  
smal l er b y  hal f . Thi rd ly , the Tomoive from Ranutu and Takai re gul ar ly 
s ee the ir  c lan mat e s , s c at tered  alon g  the c oas t of Wide B ay , and r e c e ive 
them i n  t ur n  at  home ; mos t p ar t i es , trave l ling b o th ways t o  at tend c l an 
c eremon i e s , c omp r i s e  1 5  t o  20  p e r s on s . Thi s  c ir c ui t  o f  tradit i on a l  
r e l a t ionship s s tre ches a s  f a r  as Kaukum and eve n  Kal a l ip , that i s , 3 o r  
4 days ' walk  from t h e  Water fal l  B ay v i l l age s . Trips , t o  and from , are 
b roken at two hal t in g  p l ac e s : Bokongt a t a , a v i l l age wi th a p opu l a t i on 
inc lud ing many Tomoive e lement s , and S ampun , which i s  inhabi te d  by the 
s o - c a l l ed ' su lkan i s e d  Menge n ' .  In both p laces , the trave l le r s  f ind  
c l an mat e s  who l ook after  them during the i r  s tay .  I nc i de n t a l l y , the 
are a  thus c overed by s uc h  a ne twork of c lan r e l a t i ons hip s c orre sponds 
to  the zone whe re manganes e  earth of T omoive origin ( ke t o) was forme r ly 
t raded ( s ee p . 13) . In add i t ion , thos e T omoive l iving at Ranu t u  and 
T akai are a l s o  c onne c t ed - though more  l oo s e ly - wi th the Ko l r e s e t t l e ­
ment v i l l age s and Ram , an anc i en t  mar ke t  where Maen ge and T omoive 
t rading p ar t ie s  us ed t o  mee t , and whe re b i l ingua l i sm ( S ao -Tomoive) i s  
s t i l l  c ommon . A s  an examp l e  o f  thi s c i rcui t o f  c eremoni a l  exchange s , 
one s hould men t ion a great  fes t iv a l  he l d  in Apr i l  1 9 68 by the Ko l o f  
P eno i ( c oas t a l ) . The inhab i t an t s  o f  t h e  fo l l owing v i l l ages were i n ­
v i t e d  t o  at t end t h e  feas t and danc e s : the four o ther Ko l res e t t l ement 
v i l lages , and Ranut u , T akai and Ram . B e s ide s the l ar ge r  exchange o f  
gi f t s  b e twee n  the gue s t s  and their hos t s , there  t ook p l ac e  s pe c i fi c  
gi f t - givings that i nvo lved only c oas t a l  T omoive and the ir  c orresponden t s  
o f  Ram - a me ans o f  recogn i s ing the ir t r adi t i on a l  l inks " 

Looming throughout the events  o f  the las t d e c ade , ac c ount in g  d irec t ly 
or  ind i r e c t ly for many a phenomenon among tho s e  that have b e e n  de s c r ibed  
on t he p revious pages , the  c ar go movement i s  c e r t ainly the mos t  
imp o r t an t  fac tor  i n  the change s undergone b y  inte r - tr ib a l  r e l a t ions 
over  the r e c e nt year s . In a l l  l ike l ihood , it b egan s ome ten years ago , 
b ut i t  i s  q ui t e  pos s ib l e  that i t  had gone through var i ous  trans format ions 
and had a l r e ady known dormant or  more  l imi ted  forms pr ior t o  that date . 
No d e fin i t e  evi dence in  s upport  o f  thi s as s ump t i on i s  avai l ab l e  however , 
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exc ep t tha t the Maenge regarded  the firs t E urop eans they s aw at  the end 
o f  the nine teenth c entury as the tribesmen o f  the i r  god Nutu who , a f t e r  
c reat ing man , i s  s aid t o  have d i s appeared without giving h i s  c reatures 
a l l  the r i ches he had in res erve for them . S uch a feature has been 
reported e ls ewhe re in Me l ane s i a , e s p ec i a l ly in tho s e  areas known as 
nes t s  of c ar go b e l i e fs . I n  i t s pres ent form , the Maenge movement d i s ­
p l ays mos t  charac ter i s t i c s  recorded by Lawrenc e ( 1 9 64 : 8 2 )  in the 
S o uthern Madang D i s t r ic t :  cargo r i t ual  in c eme te r i e s , the emphas i s  laid  
on  the  Ten Commandments as  the  ' Laws ' o f  the  movement and the  means of  
ge t t ing the  r iches ( c f .  Lawrenc e 1 9 64 : 1 0 2 ) , the  re -naming o f  days o f  
the week s o  that Thur s d ay now i s  S unday , whi le F r i d ay i s  devoted  to  
c o l l ec t ive work in the c argo garden o f  each v i l l age (Lawrence 1 9 64 : 1 0 3 ) , 
t ax- l evy ( ib i d  , p . 20 9 ) , c a l led  ' co l l e c t i on o f  vo l unt ary c on ­
tributions ' i n  order to  avo id  i t s  be ing c ons idered i l l e ga l ; and s o  on . 
I n  add i t i on , mos t  v i l l ages  are c ontro l l ed by three ' commi t te e -men ' -
us ual ly known as - who res emb le thos e ' bos s 
b oys ' appointed by i ,  exc ep t  that they appear to  b e  more  e ff i c i ent 
( ib i d . ,  p 15 6) . Mr Kor i am Ureki t ' s  pos i t ion in the who l e  mat te r  i s , 
qui te  unde rs t andab ly , far from c lear ; he has for a long t ime kep t 
on a razor , end e avour ing t o  c ana l i s e  the ac t iv i t i e s  and enthus i as ms 
o f  the l o c a l  movement into s ens ib le  pro j e c t s  and , at  the s ame t ime , 
doing h i s  be s t  t o  maintain his  pop u l ari ty among  p eop who not onl y  
p l ayed a g r e a t  part  in r e t urning h i m  twi c e  as M .H . A  b u t  a l s o , through 
the ir mys ter i o us exp e c ta t ions , c on fer  on him h i s  only b ar gaining p ower 
v i s -a -v i s  the Admini s trat ion . On the who l e , i t  c an b e  s ai d  that 
he has s uc c eeded  in ins t i l l ing much wi s dom into the b e l i e fs and ac t ions 
of his Maenge s uppo r t er s , and in prevent ing them from s urrendering t o  
unreas on , as evidenc e  by  t h e  p ar t  he  p layed in d ep re c a t ing  money c o l ­
l ec t i on and i n  making a s ens ib l e  a l lo tment o f  tho s e  funds 
c o l l ec ted  ( s ee b e l ow) . I n  ac t ua l  fac t he  had b e en so s uc c es s ful  that 
in 1 9 68 the l o c a l  leaders of the movement wi thd rew the ir  s uppor t . One 

t o  s ay no more of the ideo logy , r i t ua l , and interna l  organi s at i on 
o f  thi s  c argo c u l t  to  b e  ab l e  ful l y  t o  app rec i ate i t s  imp ac t  on int e r ­
t r i b a l  re lat i ons 

F lo ur i s hing fi rs t in the Maenge c ountry , the l oc a l  movement, as d i s ­
t inc t from o ther movement s wh ich Mr Kor i am Ureki t has p revious ly b e en 
as s o c iated  with , now exe r t s  i t s  inf luenc e  over  the Mamus i ,  the Ko l 
the Tomo ive and many a v i l l age on Wide  B ay As i t  i s  not mono l i thic , 
s ome variat i on s  c an b e  found from t r ib e  t o  tr ibe , and even from 
v i l  to  v i l l age , but one s hould emphas i s e  that  i t  has s o  far re  
mained fai thful to  i ts and the l e ad e rs are s t i l l  as ked  
for g ui dance on  any i s s ue of  importanc e H enc e a c ons t ant  and 

1 B orn in the Ara.we c ount ry , Wes t New B r i t ain , Mr Kor i am Ureki t i s  
a l o c a l  man . As the Member  for the E lec torate ,  
has a c ons t i t uency o f  which the Maenge and the i r  ne i ghbours are on ly a 
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going b e tween the out lying are a s  and Ma l ima l i  and Kaet ona . In add i t ion 
t o  th i s  cent ra l  pa t tern of  inter - triba l c onne c t ions , a good number of 
emi s sa r ie s  are frequent ly on the move to rekind le  the fa i th of certa in 
v i l lage s , en l i s t  s uppor t f r om those d i s tant p l a c e s  tha t have kep t  out ­
s ide , or get in t ou ch wi th  other cargo movement s which have dev e l oped 
independent ly of  the Maenge organi s a t ion . As in s tanc e s  of the c overage 
s e cured by s u ch ind oc tr ina t ion round s during 1 9 67 - 68 , one c an ment ion 
s evera l  extens ive t r i p s  t o  t he Mamu s i  c ount ry carr ied out by Maenge 
pr opaga nd i s t s , and r ou t ine v i s it s  to Tomoive and S u lka vi l la ge s  a long 
the c oa s t  of Wide Bay , s ome of which  were eve n extended to the v i c i n i ty 
of Kokopo . On the other hand , Maenge l i a i s on o f f icer s came into c onta c t  
wi th the cargo moveme nt o f  the Nakana i c ountry . I t  shou ld  be  noted , 
inc id ent a l ly , tha t  a l l  the s e  mis s i ons  pe r formed on beha l f  of  the mov e ­
ment a re given a v e r y  of f i c ia l  chara c te r  among t he var iou s tr ib e s  
c once rned , and are c a l led ' pa t r o l s ' a c c ord ing ly - a f e a t ure per f e c t ly 
c ons onant wi th that pr ide which eve ryb ody fee l s  in the na t ive t axa t ion 
s y s tem , tha t  i s , the sy s t em of  c ontr ibut ions imposed  by the cargo  
leader s ,  as  opposed t o  t he unpopu lar  l oca l government c ounc i l  t axe s . 
A wide s pread fe e l ing , s uch a s  the c onv i c t i on tha t Me lane s ians are  wi th­
in the ir r igh t s  in s e t t ing up inst itut ions o f  the ir own a l ong t he same 
l ine s a s  Eur opean one s , s ugge s t s  tha t  t he movement ha s a lr eady been 
s u c c e s s fu l  in furthe r ing inter- t r iba l integra t ion thr oughout the area 
und e r  it s cont r o l . In fa c t , other evidence i s  not la cking . 

F ir s t  of  a l l ,  the Ma enge and t he ir  ne ighbour s a l ike loud ly ins i s t  
tha t , though they abide b y  t he s ame ' laws ' a s  Europeans , name ly the 
Ten Commandment s , t hey a t t r ibute  the worth of  the s e  not to the t ea ching 
fo  the ir mi s s ionar i e s , b u t  t o  the reve l a t ion de l ivered by t he i r  own 
leader s . S e c ond , a lthough they d o  not s peak s o  f ree ly of  i t , the  fa c t  
tha t they pa rtake i n  one ca rgo r it ua l and one s e t  of  expe c t a t i ons  i s  
a l s o  c ondu c ive t o  a new sense  of  s o l id a r ity , whi ch i gnor e s  the old  
l ingu i s t i c and e t hnic b ound a r ie s .  A s  a re su l t , t hey ev ident ly de l ight 
in ca l l ing one anothe r ' br other s ' and ' s i s t e r s ' ,  u s ing the p i d g in word s 
' ' and ' s i sa ' even wit hin the s ame l ingu i s t i c  c ommun ity . No d oub t , 

l ib e r a t e  behaviour a c c ount s  t o  s ome ex tent for tha t c omp la cent ly 
uni ta ry v iew of s oc i a l organi s a t ion in t he ir re spect ive t r ib e s whi ch 
wa s point ed ou t on page 2 2 . Confirming t h i s  ide o l ogi ca l b ia s  i s  the 
ima ge of the Chimb u  labou r e r s  as he ld by t he Ma enge , Ko l and T omo ive : 
s ince the s e  f ore igne r s , i s o la ted in p lanta t ion c ompound s ,  d o  not 
par t ic ipate  in the movement a c t iv i t ie s  and s ince ma ny o f  t he ir t r ib e s ­
men s erve in the Cons tabulary , not on ly a re they re f u s ed t he a ppe l la t ion 
' br other s ' ,  but  they are  a l s o  r e garded a s  hav ing noth ing t o  d o  with any 
peop le  in New B r it a in . Their fa t e  i s  c once ived of a s  s o  d i f fe rent , 
indeed , tha t it  i s  s ome t ime s denied  tha t  they are sub j e c ted  t o  the same 
c o l oni a l  rule  and are cu l t ura l ly and ant hr op o l og i ca l ly more a kin t o  the 
New B r it a in popu l a t i on than  to the whi t e  or ye l low race . La s t ly ,  one 
h a s  to c ons ider those  repre s enta t i ons centred on Mr Kor iam Ureki t . Two 
ma j or fa c t or s  a c c ount f or the a t t it ude of the t r ibe s c oncerned t o  him : 
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( the Maenge wi th their nei ghbour s  are c ompri s ed in the s ame 
c ons , and in 19 64 and 1 9 68 a l i ke he was ret urned wi th the 
c argo movement s uppor t . I t  is there fore s ib le to know whe ther he 
is cons idered ma in ly as the c and idate  of the movement or  as the c ommon 
mouth -p iece  o f  that mul t i - tr ib a l  area S uch a que s t ion i s  no ac ademic 

l i t t ing s ince a l l  the Maenge , Ko l and Mamus i t oge ther 
thems e lv e s  wi th him , various informant s even c a l l  him their  1 
that s ome s ort  o f  t rib a l  integration s eems t o  b e  achieved around 
name , and one c anno t he lp wonder ing how far this  integrat ion mi ght  be 
damaged by a c onf l i c t  b e tween him and the c ar go l eader s . 

Howeve r ,  s igns o f  a c oming s o l idari t y  b e tween the Maenge and the i r  
nei ghb ours are not c on fined t o  the s phere o f  s ent iment and ide o logy ; 
they are t o  b e  found in deeds , the mos t  imp r e s s ive o f  whi ch was the 
d epos i t , in 1 9 6 7 , of s ome 34 , 000 d o l l ars  at  the s ub -d i s tr i c t  b ranch 
o f  the C ommonwea l th Bank . No t only  was the q uas i -r e l i gious s o l emni 
wi th which  e ach v i l l age brought i t s  hoarded t axe s ' an unforge t t ab le 
event , but  a l s o  the t o t a l  amount o f  money thus b rought t o  t e s t i -
fied to  both the s t rength and uni ty o f  the movement On the o the r 
hand , i t  s tr ikingl y  demon s trated the extent o f  Mr Kor iam Ureki t ' s  
authori ty  over h i s  s upporter s ,  t ive o f  the ir  t r ibal  a f f i l i a -
t i ons S ome de tai l s  o f  thi s operation wi l l  i l luminate the s tate  o f  
int e r - tribal  a f fairs  at  that t ime . The f ac t that money c o l l ec t i ons 
we re b e ing made in many v i l  was , o f  c o urs e , known t o  the govern-
ment o f f i c e r s  as  we l l  as t o  p lant a t i on managers ,  who were s ome t imes 
a s ked t o  change a few hundred d o l l ar s , a l though nobody had ever  
s us p ec t e d  that  the  grand total  could p o s s i b ly amount t o  so  high a 

The As s is t ant D i s t ri c t  C ommi s s i oner dec ided t o  ind uc e the 
popul a t i on t o  b ank the money , as a means b o th o f  preventing pos s ib l e  
quarre l s  among c ontributor s , and making future c o l l e c t ions unat t rac t ive . 
T o  thi s end , he managed t o  have Mr Kori am Ureki t us e h i s  c redi t wi th 
the cult l e aders  t o  s upport his  ini t i at ive , wh ic h , inc ident a l ly , was a 
good oppor tuni ty  o f  t e s  the Member ' s c o - op erat ive intentions The 
s cheme p roved ent ire s uc c e s s ful . Mr Kor i am Ureki t s trongly endor s ed 
the A . D . C ' s s ugge s t i on , s o  as to  s top tho s e  r umours which c l aimed that 
the money was as s i gned to  the p urchas e of a p lane or a boat for hims e l f , 
and the rank and f i le o f  the movement c omp l i e d  wi th i t  in the hope o f  
fore s ome rec ip r ocat i on from him and the Admini s trat ion 

the s ame l ines as  in the t r ad i t ional trans ac t i ons wi th dead 
anc e s tors  Whi l e  e ach of the three c oncerned had a d i f ferent 
goal i n  mind , a l l  the t r ib e s  o f  o ur area l i c i t  uni ted  in 
s the i r  r e s p ec t ive c ontribut ions  And wha t  i s  more , when 
the government o f f i c er s s ugge s ted that a acc ount b e  for 
each depos i tor -vi l lage - in order t o  avoid s ub s  - they 
r e fu s ed s tr a i gh t forward ly and opened a s j oint ac c o unt . Thi s  in ­
s is tenc e  on in a or  c oncre t e  i s s ue ,  s hows the extent to which 
vi l p arochia l i sm and t r ib a l  d i s c riminat i ons  have a l r e ady b een over -
c ome in the magi c o -p o l i t ic a l  s phere . 
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How far c an the l oc a l  c argo movement b e  c on s i de re d  a forerunner o f  
nat i ona l i sm ?  I t  i s  true that the wide spre ad d e s ire  t o  s e t  up a formal 

a f t e r  the of the Aus t r a l i an admini s trat ion - wi th 
its own t axat i on sys tem , i t s  own o f fi c ia l s  s ent on ' patr o l s ' ,  i t s  own 

l aws derived from the Ten C ommandment s and u l t imat e ly , in 
s ome informant s '  words , i t s  own ' king ' - s hould b e  taken s er io us ly . 
However , what s ugge s t s  s ome s c ep t i c i sm i s  prec i s e ly the emphas i s  laid  
on s ions of fai th and c onsp i c uous ges t ur e s , the s ub s tance o f  
which t oo o ften  s ounds l ike a l e s s on l e arned b y  heart and c ons c i ent ious ly 
rehears e d . B e s i d e s  its  ar t i fic i a l  charac ter , the who l e  a t t i t ud e  o f  the 
rank and f i l e  is  s t i l l  drama t i c a l ly in s e l f - c onfidence , and 
evinc e s  c ons iderab l e  s ub s erv ience  to external mod e l s  and 

More over , a c lever and voc a l  man is s ti l l  l i ke ly to t urn the 
tab le s , and enl i s t s uppo r t e r s  t t h e  s t ream , as evi denc ed the 
as toni s hing per formanc e of an ant i -c ul t  Maenge , who s to od at  the 1 9 68 
e le c t ion t Mr Koriam Ureki t and mus t  have 1 0  per  c en t  o f  h i s  
fe l l ow t r ibesmen ' s  vo t e s , wi thout having any c ampa i gn c ommi t t e e . l On 
the o th er hand , there remain e thnic minor i t i e s  which , ins u f f i c ­
i ent l y  integrated wi th the s urround ing pop ul a t i on , may p lay a d is r up t ive 

in the proc e s s  t owards unity . S uch is the c as e  of tho s e  former 
S ao who had s e t t le d  down i n  the Poamana area ( ' E as t Menge n  D iv i s ion ' ) 
and s uppor t e d  the c ounc i l lor  for Mat ong in h i s  
s t the movemen t , becaus e o f  the i r  own d i s s at i s fac t ions 
wi th the c oas t a l  Maenge . B roadly s p eaking , it s eems b eyond doub t that 
a l i en e l ement s who ho l d  onl y  p r e c ar ious among the ho s t  p op u l a -
t i on wi l l  t end t o  s eek  s uppor t from t h e  admini s t r a t ion authori t ie s  and 
there fore avoid  c ommi t t ing thems e lves to any movement that t r i e s  t o  

t h e  l o c a l  peop l e  more  s ay i n  mat t er s . Now , s inc e r e -
s e t t l ement o f  b us h - dwe l l ers  on the c oas t wi l l  go on , e i ther 
s p on taneous or at the ins t i ga t i on o f  gove rnment o f fi c e r s , thi s  fac tor 
of  divis ion may have and greater e f fec t s  on future 
d eve In this re spec t ,  it wi l l  be h i ghly inte r e s  
what  happens t o  t h e  re l a t ions hip s  b e tween Maenge and Ko l - and even to  
the ir  re spec t ive p ar t i c ip at ion in the movement - if  that  res e t t l ement 

ec t on a leas eho l d  s ec t ion of Kol ai p lanta t ion , which  was c ons idered 
two year s  ago , i s  to  event uate ;  as it  arous ed anything but enthus i asm 
among the c oas t a l  peop l e . 

Whatever the future  o f  this  ar ea may b e , the s wi l l  have 
s hown that the deve l opments of int e r - tribal  r e l a t ions hav e  

t h e  Maenge 1 over  the i r  
any l e ad ing in t rad i t ional trade and war fare , the i r  
s i t uat ion was s uf f i c i ent t o  them , from t h e  out s e t , a 

pos i t ion as interme d i ar i e s  b e tween the whi t e  newcomer s  - mi s s ionari e s , 

1 
O f f i c i a l  

to  me . 
on a bas i s  have not been made avai l ab l e  
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government o ff ic e r s  and p lanta t i on manage r s  or  recru i t e r s  - and the 
inland t r ibe s . The i r  number , great er than the Mamus i ,  Ko l and Tomoive 
c ons idered toge ther , the gradua l extens ion of their l anguage to  the 
d e t r iment of the S ao and L ongue inga who former ly had the i r  own d i a l ec t s , 
and , at  the l as t s t age , the re s et t lement po l icy  and the spread o f  the 
c ar go movement , we re only to  c omp le te what  had a lready been s e t in 
mot ion by this  natur a l  fac tor c 
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