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Fall in exports widens current 
account deficit

BALANCE OE PAYMENTS 
CURRENT ACCOUNT

The seasonally adjusted current account deficit for October 1991 
$K2 million to $1,298 million, due to a fall of $314 million in 
merchandise exports.
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rhe balance on goods and services recorded a surplus of $47 million, 
down $55 million on the September surplus, which had in turn shown a 
large fall of $694 million from the previous month's record surplus.

The merchandise trade surplus fell 55 per cent to $134 million.
Merchandise exports fell 7 per cent to $4,323 million while merchandise 
imports fell 3 per cent to $4,189 million.

The net services deficit fell 56 percent to $87 million, while the net 
income deficit rose 4 per cent to $1,566 million. The net unrequited 
transfers surplus rose 15 per ce > to $221 million.

In original terms, merchandise» exports fell $199 million, or 4 per cent, to 
$4,385 million. Non-rurnl exports fell $158 million or 5 per cent, with 
the major contributors being metal ores and minerals, down 
$150 million or 19 per cent; and gold, down $45 million or 13 per cent. 
The largest rises tKcurred in 'other' mineral fuels, up $43 million or 
15 per cent; and coal, coke and briquettes, up $42 million or 7 per cent.

Rural exports fell $41 million or 3 per cent, with falls in meat and 
sugar, down $6t) million and $34 million respectively being the most 
significant.

Merchandise imports rose $533 million or 13 per cent. The most notable 
increases were recorded in machinery, up $118 million or 10 per cent; 
road vehicles, up $116 million or 35 per cent; ‘other’ manufactures, up 
$87 million or 9 per cent; and 'other' transport equipment, up 
$84 million or 142 per cent.

In original terms, the balance on current account recorded a deficit of 
$5,326 million for the period July to October 1991, down $1,404 million 
on the corresponding period for the previous year.

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS 
CURRENT ACCOUNT 

$ million

Sqitf^ikr 1991 October 1991

Balance on merchandise trade
Net services
Net income
Net unrequited transfers

Original

415
-345

-1,485
200

Sra5P/irt//y 
adjusted

300
-198

-1311
193

Orjgjjwl

-317
-200

-1,518
245

Seasonally 
adjusted

134
-87

-1,566
221

Balance on current account -1,215 -1,216 -1,790 -1,298
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For further information, order the publication Balance of Payments, Australia 
(5301.0), or contact Zia Abbasi on (06) 252 66S9 or Neil Batty on (06) 252 5540.
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Increase in international liabilities

INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT I»OSIT1ON
At end of quarter

200

Net foreign liabilities al 30 September 1991 totalled $182,282 million.
This was an increase of $4,987 million, or 2.8 per cent, on the position at 
the end of the June quarter, due mainly to increases in the level of both 
foreign equity investment and borrowing from abroad.
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Australia’s net foreign debt of $133,480 million at 30 September 1991 
was up $2,140 million, or 1.6 per cent, on the previous quarter due 
mainly to an increase of $2,070 million in foreign borrowing.

AUSTRALIA’S INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT POSITION 
$A thousand million

/.n*’/ ill t'tui of

$;«)()

liiiir 1991 Sei’l 1991

I'oreign investineiit in Australia 
Borrowing from abroad 
Equity and other investment 
Total

Australian investment abroad
Net international investment position

lñ6,l 
11)64 
272.4
95.1

lh«.l 
108,4
276.5
94.2

Net hireign debt 
Net equity and »■ 
Total

r li. illtifs
1.31 ..3
46.0

177..3

133.5 
4«,H

I82..3

Ilie $4,987 million increa.si' in net foreign liabilities during the September 
quarter resulted from net capital transactions of $3,087 million, exchange 
rate variations of -$1,474 million and other changes of $3,375.

Net investment income payable abroad during the September quarter 
was $4,007 million, down $276 million, or 6.4 per cent, on the amount 
payable in the June quarter.

For the year ended September quarter 1991, the ratio of net investment 
income payable abroad to exports of gtxKis and services was 25.6 per cent, 
the same as the ratio recorded for the year ended June quarter 1991. The 
ratio of interest payable on net foreign debt to exports of goods and 
services for the year ended 30 September 1991 was 19.3 per cent, down 
0.4 percentage points on the ratio recorded a quarter earlier.

This i.s the final issue of the quarterly publication Foreign Investment, 
Australia, Preliininnry (5307.0). It will be combined with Foreign 
Investment, Australia (5306.0) to form a new publication International 
Investment Position, Australia (5306.0).

The new publication will be released with about the same liming as the 
current preliminary publication. Tlve first issue will be released in early 
March 1992 in respect of December quarter 1991. It will include all the 
tables currently contained in the preliminary publication, together with a 
further nine tables, additional graphs and analysis of the figures, as well 
as special articles.

Statistics Weekly 
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for further information, order the publication Foreign Investment, Australia, 
Preliminary (5307.0), or contact Anthony Krauss on (06) 252 6252 or Ian McDonough 
on (06) 252 5502.
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New capital expenditure flat — 
expectations marginally up

NEW VAPITAI. EXPENDITURE 
AlaveraRr 19S4.R.R prices 

Sea.<H)nally adjusted $ nùlHim
fOOO

Private new capital expenditure for September quarter 1991 has remained 
virtually unchanged from the June quarter, seasonally adjusted at constant 
prices but businesses have revisi'd marginally upwards their expectations of 
expenditure for lire financial year lS)91-92. I’reliminary seasonally adjusted
eslimnles for the Septembt’r quarter show that new private capital spending

Buildingt
VW)

is now 14 per cent below the level of one year earlier, at constant prices.

S 1987 (PR? s 1989 i4n —I limn
1991

NEW CAPITAL LXI’ENDI FURE 
Seasonally adjusted al I9R4-H,'» prices 

Percentage change

Type of asset

Equipment, plant and machinery
Building.'* and structures

from /une 1991
II’ Se/>temher 199}

2
-2

Trout Sepletnivr 1990 
to September 1991

-9
-21

Total nnv capital expemlilurc - 14

Businesses have revised marginally upwards their expectations of total 
capital expenditure for the financial year 1991-92 from $24,389 million as
reported in the June survey to a current estimate of $24,646 million. 
With the exception of 1990-91, expectation data have usually been 
revised upwards between the June and September surveys.

If the estimate of $24,646 million is realised it would result in a 12 |X’r cent
decline in capital spending from the 1^1-91 estimate. Expectations derived
from September quarter surveys have historically understated actual
expenditure. However, in the last two years, September survey estimates
have overstated the actual outcome. This reversal of historical patterns 
makes it difficult to predict the likely outcome for 1991-92.

For further iiifornmtim, on/er the I’lihlieiitiou Private New Capital Expenditure, 
Australia, Preliminary (5625.0), or coiitnet /iiek Przozimtski on (06) 252 5611.

PRICES OF MATERIALS USED IN 
MANUFACTURING 

Annual change

19^7 •Sep! 
I9i9

20
13
10
5
0

Prices of manufacturing materials 
down again
Over the year to September 1991, prices of manufacturing materials 
decreased by 7.7 per cent, the largest annual decrease since August 1986. 
Home produced materials decreased by 10.4 per cent and imported 
materials decreased by 2.5 per cent over this period.

•10..10
t -13

Between August and September 1991 the price index of materials used 
in manufacturing industries fell by 1.3 per cent. In the same period 
prices of home produced materials decreased by 1.6 per cent while 
imported materials fell by 1.0 per cent.

Statistics Weekly 
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The decrease in home produced materials in the month was caused 
mainly by lower prices for cattle and calves, milk and for metal ores and 
concentrates. These decreases were partly offset by increased prices for 
crude petroleum. Coiitintmi ...

0
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The decrease in imported materials was mainly caused by lower price.s 
for chemicals and chemical based materials and pulp, paper and
materials made of paper.

PRICE INDEXES OF MATERIALS USED IN MANUFACTURING

AUGUST 1991 
Percentage change

SouhT of niatenal

Imported
Home produced
A// manu/acluring

I roni 
prevhytis 

fuonlh

-1.0
-1,6
-1.3

Front corresponding 

month of 
prei’tos year 

-2.5
-10.4
-7.7

rttr further mfiimialitm, orjer the ptihlicalimi Price Indexes of Materials Used in 
Manufacturing Industries, Australia fbfll.OJ, irr cmtacl Brmii on (06) 252 5348.

Company profits rise from low base
Company profits before income tax incriMsed by 21 per cent in
se<■asonally adjusted terms in the September quarter 1991 when compared
with the revised June quarter estimate.COMPANY PROUTS 

Before income tax 
Sea.4onally adjuxtnf

• 5fX»i 
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The seasonally adjusted profit level of $2,841 million, while a sharp 
increase over the previous two quarters’ estimates, is 17 per cent down 
on the September quarter 1990 estimate and 36 per cent less than the 
September quarter 1989 estimate.

In seasonally adjusted terms the wholesale trade industry has shown the 
greatest improvement, increasing $355 million from a loss of $138 million

Sept 
1989

Sept 
1990

•25fXl

2«)0

t.soo

- IIXX)

-5«)

•0

■50(1Sew 
198ft

in the June quarter to a profit of $217 million in the September quarter.
The manufacturing sector was the other sector showing an increase 
(15%) when the same comparison, was made. However, when compared 
with the September quarter 1990 the majority of industries covered in 
the survey have had decreases in their level of profits. The wholesale 
industry estimate of $217 million is $308 million lower than the
September quarter 1990, a decrease of 59 per cent.

ii®
COMPANY PROFITS, SEPTEMBER QUARTER 1991 

Seasonally Adjusted

Percenlaj(e change

Industry
From pretdous

ijuarter

From corresponding 

quarter of 
preinous year

Manufacturing
Mining
Retail
Wliolesale
Total Including other 
selected industries

1,297
1,230

158
217

2,841

15 
-9 
-7 
257

-8
-10
-40
-59

21 -187

$ tHillion
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In original terms, September quarter profits are estimated to have risen 
by $885 million (42%) over the June quarter 1991.

For further information, order the publication Company Profits, Australia (5651.0), or 
contact Peter Crowe on (06) 252 5617.
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Growth in housing approvals slows
The total number of dwelling units approved in October 1991 fell 
slightly by 2.4 per cent in seasonally adjusted terms while private sector 
house approvals rose marginally (by 1.3%) over the same period.

DWKLI.iNCi UNITS APPROVED 
Trend nllmalM

IS

n

ór” 
1040

"Txi
199]

6^
1988

/kt
1989

The trend series for both total number of dwelling units and private 
sector house approvals continue to show growth. I lowever, the rate of 
growth in the trend has slowed over recent months because of the 
comparatively steady level of approvals, in seasonally adjusted terms, 
recorded over the last four months.

DWELLING UNITS APPROVED, OCTOBER 1991

Pen etitaxf change

VALUE OF BUILDING APPROVED

dcT 
1988

Oct 
1989

” Trend

' ilei 
1990
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$ milium
■2X00

-2)00

■ MX)

Oct 
1991

-IWO

Nntnfvr
From previous 

month
From corresftimiling 

ttionfh of previous year

Privale sector houses —
Original
Seasonally adjusted
Trend estimate

Tiital dwelling units —
Original
Seasonally adjusted
Trend estimate

9,822
8.859
9,01 I

13,127
11,M)6
12,188

12.1
1..3

13

20.0
17.0
18.4

8.2
-2 4

1.5

15.7
13,3
15.3

The seasonally adjusted value of total building approved (residential and 
non-residential) rose by 15.9 per cent t(i $1,873.5 million from September 
to October 1991 and was 4.2 per cent higher than the October 1990 
estimate.

The trend estimates for the value of new residential building approved 
continue to display slow growth. On the other hand, the value of 
non-residential building approved continues to decline (a separate trend 
series for non-residential building is only published to July 1991). As a 
result of these offsetting movements, the trend in the value of total 
building apptu/ed is rising only very slowly.

VALUE OF BUILDING APPROVED, OCTOBER 1991

New residential building — 
Original
Seasonally adjusted
Trend estimate

Total building —
Original
Seasonally adjusted
Trend estimate

$ million

1,065.4
973.9
992.8

2,045.8
1,873.5
1,794.6

Prnrnhigf change

From previous 
month

11.1
-0.3

2.0

26.0
15.9
0.6

Fnwi corrrspomiing 
niimth of preihous gear

16.8
14.3
15.3

4.6
4.2

-0.2

For further information, order the publication Building Approvals, Australia (8731.0), 
or contact Paul Seville on (06) 252 6067.
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Building material prices — annual 
rates continue to fall
The annual rale of price increase for building materials used in hou.se 
building wn,s 1.3 per cent in September 1991 compared with an annual 
rate of 1.9 per cent in August 1991. For mnterial.s used in other forms of
building, the September annual rate of increase was 1.7 per cent while
J-U,. A _______ ______ 1 _ ___the August annual rate was 2.4 per cent.

In terms of monthly movement, prices of materials used in house 
building decreased by 0.2 per cent from August to September 1991. The 
main decreases in house building materiaks were for structural timber 
and electrical cable.

For miiterials used in other forms of building, prices increased
0.2 per cent between August and September with reinforcing steel bar, 
fabric and mesh recording the main increase.

PRICES OF BUILDING MATERIALS, SF.FTEMBER 1091 
Percentage change

//ou.v OHifr Iftan house building

City

r rnw 
prn’uuis 

month

Frtwi 
tprrrs|HuidiMg 

month of 
pret'tous pear

From 
prex'ipus 

month

From 
corresponding 

month of 
prei’ious pear

PRICFS OF MANUFACTURED 
I9W1.S9« too

IIO

100

19^7 1*919 .Sept 
1991

90

Statistics Weekly 
5 December 1991

Sydney 
Melbourne 
Brisbane 
Adelaide 
Perth 
Hobart

-0,3
-0.2
-0 1
-m

0.1
0.1

1.0
0.8
3,3
1.3
0.7
3.7

06
-0.1

0.2
0.0

-0.4 
0.0

2.6
0.6
2.8
1.4
0.2
3.8

Weighted aivrage of 
SIX State capitals

Darwin 
Canberra

-0.2 Î.3 0.2 1.7

— Not available —
-0.1 4.0

0.4
0.2

3.8
3.8

For further information, order the inihlieations Price Index of M.iterials Used in
I louse Building, Six State Capital Cities and Canberra (6408.0) and Price Index of 
Materials Used in Building Other Than House Building, Eight Capital Cities 
(6407.0), or contact Mark Dickson (06) 252 6)98.

No annual change in prices of 
manufactured goods
The price index of articles produced by all manufacturing industries 
recorded no change between September 1990 and September 1991, the 
lowest annual change recorded since the index was first compiled July 
1969). The index fell by 0.1 per cent in the month of September 1991.

The decrease in the index in September was due to lower prices for 
about one third of the items in the index. The main contributions to the 
decrease came from lower prices for non-ferrous metals, refined
petroleum products and meat products. Conliniied ...



('hange from previous monlh

These decreases were partly offset by price rises for a wide variety of 
Items; the main increases were for printing and publishing and

PRICES OF MANUrACTURED GOOPS, SErfEMIiEK 1991

8

raw sugar.
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-05
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1990
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Manufaeturin}( sector

Clothing and fiHitwear 
Chemical products 
Tran.sport equipment 
Food and beverages

Percentage change

I rum ffreiüoun from ctirrenptinding month

twnth

1 November 1991

14 November 1991
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Fabricated metal products 
Other industrial machinery 
Basic metal products 
Petroleum products

To/ii/ miiuiifacturin^

ÍI.4
-02
-0,1

0 4
0.0

-0.1
-14
-I..1

-0.1

of f>múíW9 year

3.2
3.0
2.3
2.2
1.3
0.7

-7.5
- 20..3

0.0

I tv further iiiftmii,ili,„i. mler the itiihlit tilim Price Indexes of Article’s I’rixluced by 
Manufacliiring Industry, Australia tlr4l2.l)/, tv ivnlacl I'elrr CorJu m (1)6) 252 5541.

Statistics Weekly
Synopsis of articles, November 1991

"'iden September current account deficit
Ilie seasixially ad)usl,xl current account .lelicit lor September 199] rose

S7.KI million to $1,412 million, due largely Io an increase oi $f.2i. million in imports
lily .,il)ii'i(iHl current .imninl .lelicit lor Seplemher 1W| 

.III.. 1....,ft.. ... •

I’etrol up, mortgage charges down as CPI slays low
C iinsiimer Price Index increased by ll.h per cent in the September quarter 199] 

lolliiwing an increase of 11 1 per cent in Ilie lune quarter
rite

Building material prices — lowest annual increa.se since the 196l)'s
he annual rate of price increase lor building materials are al their lowest level for

mure Ih.in twenty ye.irs

Wool rcceivals well down
‘k'ptember IWl wrxil receival.i by bnikers .md dealers were .ID S per rent below 
rhe Si’ntpmber IQQl) Uvolthe September 1990 level.

Manufactured goods prices — more falls than rises in 1991
Pnees of manufactured gixxls fell by 0.2 per cent in August 1991. This was the 
lour th lime in 1991 that the price index for articles produced by all manufacturing 
industry has recorded a decline. ”

Housing approvals rise slightly
The total number of dwelling uninumber of dwelling units approved in September 1991 rose by 

?nt in «eaqnnallu £irlntc>n>4 haemo £_tt
-- ...............«..il.T III ftjjfpiu’nitfvr ('*'^1 rose hy
2.7 percent m seasonally adjusted terms despite a slight fall in private sector 
holisp annrnvAl« 'house approvals.

Reporting crime in South Australia
More than one in ten householders inlan one in ten householders in South Australia can expect to have their 

irfilfpn inhf^ i^r an allnrvinl ____ 'house broken into or an attempt made, every year.

Unemployment rate stays above 10 per cent
Australia's unemployment rate (seasonallv adiusi..ugudii't unemployment rate (seasonally adjusted) in October 1991 was 
estimated at 10.1 per cent.

Retail growth eases slightly
Growth in the trend estimatete of turnover for retail and selected service... ....... ... ............ . “-'••S'’».« iv/i a*. »«Ill (IIIU .leivice
establishments eased slightly following the addition of data for September 1991 
The monthly increase averaged 0.6 per cent over the three months to September — 
still stronger than that experienced earlier in the year.

Diabetes on rise in Australia
The proportion of people reporting diabetes as a long-term illness condition 
from 0.4 per cent to 1.1 per cent between 1977-78 and 1989-90. rose

Continued ...

increa.se


21 November 1991

28 November 1991
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Synopsis of articles, November 1991 - continued

Australian labour force projections
Austr.ihn-s civilian labour force could reach 10.9 million persons by the year 2005 
according to pro|ettions compiled by the Australian Bureau of Statistics

1-5 mUlion Aiistriilians have high bloodiiiniion Australians have high 
Resiills of the 19H9-9i) Nati()nal lie«! pressure
the moc'i’c Survey show that high blood pressure is
till mi si common cardiovascular condition among Australians, experienced by 
t. timated 1.5 million persons or 9 per cent of the oonulahonpersons or 9 per cent of the population.

an

Business financing down in August
C ominercial finance commitments by major lenders fell away during August 1991 
after three successive months of rises. «ft

Exports fortify wine recovery
A minor increa.se i" C"»'*—in September domestic sales and a sharp rise in August exports 

statistics for thn A ■ I c > rn 1 i nn tA>inu .>n.4 __t.__marked the latest statistics for the Australian

New vehicle s.iles edge forward
wine and brandy industry

t inal estimates have confirmed that the trend of total new motor veiiicii 
registrations rose by a marginal 0 1 per cent in September 1991, despite 
continuing slump in the other' vehicles category

Another fall in export prices
Fyntirl rAtl 1 1 1

new motor vehicle
a

Export prices fell 1.1 per cent between August and September 1991, after a fall of 
rwr m Ihn rsraolono '7.1 per cent in the previous month.

New motor vehicle registrations
Ibp (.ktobcr IWl trend estimate of total new motor vehicle reKcstr.
11.9 IHT cimt Io 41)070 _ _______ 1 ...;.L .1.no L'",........ ■" venK-ie regLsir. ns declined by
II.M pir lent Io 40,929 vehicles coniparixl with the September figure of 41,293.

Housing finance down in all categories in September 
fx-asomilly adjusted housing finance commitments for .September 1991 (excluding 
14 addibons) totalled $2204.7 million, a decrea.se of $109.(1 million ”
(4 7 A) on August 1991 but an increase of $542.6 million (32.6%) over 
September 1990

Slight increa.se in average weekly earnings
1 reliminary estimates show that average weekiverage weekly ordinary time earnings rose by, e, , ......  "»vici^r wevMy uruinary time i
1.2 per cent for full-time adults between May and August 1991.

Manufacturing in October ...■ru U ...rhe publication Manufaehirittj^ Protiuctiitn. Australia. Preliminary (g.3OJ 0)
un-t<l-linf<> Hmn cortAf ,4.»».. »U____ J__ r . ~ .• .................-................  contains

............™ P'^‘’'Birtion of twenty-seven major indicators of 
production (twenty-five seasonally adjusted).
up-to-date time series data

All the week's releases:
27 November to 3 December
General

Publications Advice, 29 November 1991 (1105.0; free) 
Publications Advice, 3 December 1991 (1105.0; free) 
Statistics Weekly, 28 November 1991 (1318.0; $4.00) 
Australian Economic Indicators, November 1991 (1350.0; $24.00) 
Monthly Summary of Statistics, NSW, November 1991 (1305.1; $13,50) 
Economic Indicators, NSW, Nov mber 1991 (1307.1; $5.00) " ' 
Monthly Summary of Statistics, Vic., November 1991 (1303.2; $10.00) 
Monthly Summary of Statistics, Qld, November 1991 (1304.3; $9.00) 
Monthly Summary of Statistics, WA, November 1991 (1305.5; $10.00) 
Monthly Summary of Statistics, SA, November 1991 (1303.4; $9.00)

Demography
Australian Demographic Statistics, June Qtr 1991 (3101.0; $11 5(1) 
Births, Aust., 1990 (3301.0; $11.50)
Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Aust., June Qtr 1991 (3402 ()• $13 50) 

Statistical Local Areas, . 199(f (3209.1; $13.00) [Previously: Age and Sex
Distribution of the Estimated Resident Population of Statistical Local ArpAA nJpw sniiHi WnlAAX ‘ v'-»•«

Estimated Resident Population by Ai 
NSW, 30 June, 199(1 (3209." '

Areas, New South Wales) Continued ...

increa.se
decrea.se
increa.se
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Inquiries
The ABS supplies a wide range ot 
statistical information:

National accounts, finance and foreign trade A M _. • t > ...”
Miillifactor Protiiictivity, 1989-90 (r>2.i4.0; SI.S.OO) — )inii issi»’

n through its btxikshops
n by mail order 

(includuig subscription)
71 by facsimile
n electronically.

Balance of Payments, Aust., October 1991 (.5.301.0; $15.IX)) 
Balance of Payments, Aust., September (jtr 1991 (5.302.(1; $20.00) 
''‘’'rX'n''«u'w,m‘' ^'Pl‘'mlH’r (jtr 1991, Pr.-liminary

(.s.tll/.l), $10.00)—fiiiiil lasue
foreign Trade, Aust.: Merchandise Exports, September 1991 (54,32.0; $9.00) 

Merchandise Imports, September (^tr 1991
(5«5.(); $18.00)

To order any of the publications that 
appear in Stolistics Weekly or to 
inquire about the statistics and 
services available from the ABS, 
contact Information Services at any 
of the offices listed below. An 
Information Consultancy Service in 
each office provides assistance of a 
more extensive or complex nature.

Private New Capital Expenditure, Aust., Actual and Expected 
¡3^5 0 c'l'o’iwn^“"'“ ’*«2, September Qtr 1991 Survey, Preliminary V’ni ».u, ^11).(A/)

Private New Capital Expenditure, Aust., Actual and Expected 
E.xpenditure to June 1992, June Qtr 1991 Survey (5626.0; $10.0(1)

Cash Management Trusts, Aust., October 1991 (5635.0; $4 50)
Personal Finance, Aust., September 19<)1 (5642.0; $5.50)
Company Profits, Aust., September Qtr 1991 (5651.0; $10.1X1)

Labour statistics and prices

(illy 1991 (6224.(1; $12..8O) »f panâmes, Aust,

ABS Central Office
Ed

TP
FAX

PO BOX 10

BELCONNEN ACT 2616

(06) 252 6627
(06) 25,3 1404

'’■’'m'’“*,'!]!;,'’Composition of I mployw Earnings and Hours, Aust., 
May 1991, Preliminary (63115.(1; $11 (if))

' Used in Huilding Other Than House Building
Eight Capital Cities, September 1991 (M()7.(); $1I).(X))

Price Index of Materials Used in House Huilding, Six Slate Capital Cities 
and Ciinberr.i Sitntpmhi.r loui rv i7 Ciiv
kc Iiiuex or iviaieriais used m House KuildinK 
and Canberra, September 1^1 (MOKO; $7.5())

ABS State Offices
ir NSW (02) 268 4611 

Vic. (03) 615 7000 
Qld (07) 222 6,351 
WA (09) 323 5140
SA (08) 237 7100
Tas. (002) 20 584X1
NT (089) 81 .34.56

'’"’'¿Sb7rlt^f(64?2.r),'*$^^ Aust.,

Agriculture
Livestock PriKlucts, Aust,, tVtober 1991 (7215.0; $7.(X1)

Secondary industry and distribution
Manufacturing Production, Aust.: Household Appliances and Flectrical

Fmiinmnni QaxrxIntTxU».- 1Oti1 /OTC7 IV enx f -ix.vuiv<«i

Subscriptions
To subscribe to Slalistics Weekly or 
any other ABS printed publication, 
phone the ABS Subscription Service 
toll-free on ((K)8) 020608, or contact 
Information Services at any of the 
offices above.

Equipment, September '1991 (8.357.0; $6.50)'
Manufacturing Production, Aust.: Food, Drink, Tobacco, StiKk and

Poultry Food, September 199i (8,3593); $10,('x))

Suggestions
Any suggestion.s for improvement to 
thi.s publication should be addressed 
to:

Robert Nixon
Editor
Sfatisfics Weekly 
(06) 252 6104
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Manufacturing Production, Aust.: Plastics, Rubber, Paints, ITetergents 
and Industrial Chemicals, September 1991 (8.362.0; $6..sn)

^’’‘’osport Equipment, September 1991

Wine Production, Aust, and States, 1990-91 (8.366.0; $lO.IXI) — iicie issue
Products, Sc’ptembcr 1991 (8367.0; $5.50)

Building Approvals, Aust., October 1991 (8731.0; $12.50)
Building Approvals, Vic., October 1991 (8731.2; $10.00)
Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by Approving Authorities 

Vic., September 1991 (8741.2; $10.00)
Building Approvals, WA, October 1991 (8731.5; $ lO.(K))
Building Approvals, NT, October 1991 (8731.7; $5.00)
Tourist Accommodation, ACT, September Qtr 1991 (8635.8; $4.50)

Transport
Motor Vehicle Registrations, Vic., October 1991 (9303.2; $10.00)

Involving Casualties, Tas., September Qtr 1991 
$o.o(j)
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Calendar of key releases
Expected releases over the fortnight to 17 December 1991

December

0 Australian National Accounts: National Income and 
Expenditure, September Quarter 1991 (5206.0; $2O.(XJ>

Australian National Accounts: Gross Product, Employment and 
Hours Worked, September Quarter 1991 (5222.0; $9.00)

0 Stocks, Manufacturers' Sales September Quarter 1991 and 
Expected Sales to June 1992, Australia (5629.0; $10.00>

0 Building Activity, Australia; Dwelling Unit Commencements, 
September Quarter 1991, Preliminary (8750.0; $10.00)

The Gibour Force, Australia, November 1991, Preliminarv 
(6202.0; $10.00)

Quarterly Indexes of Industrial Prcxluction, Australia, 
September Quarter 1991 (8125.0; $10.00)

Retail Trade, Australia, October 1991 (8501.0; $10.00)

0 Import Price Index, Australia, September Quarter 1991 
(6414.0; $9.(X))

The latest ...
Changes to key Stale indicators — consolidated to 
3 December 1991

NSW Vic. Qld SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
Seamnaily adjusted 

October 1991

New capital expenditure 
(Mar, qtr 91)*

Retail turnover (Sept. 91) 
(trend estimate)

— Percentage change from same period preoious year —

>8.4 -22.7

4.4 2.2

0

3.5

-8.9

5.0

-7.0 -16.9 n.a. n.a. -10.2

New Soulh Wake

Queen,land
South Australia 

Western Auetralia

New mofor vehicle
registration» (Oct 91)t (a) -21.2 -33,4 -16.6 -12.4 

Number of dwelling unit

5.8 3.9 n.a. 10.1 4.0

0 4 8 12

-2.5 -10.0 -12.6 12.5 -20.3

Statistics Weekly 
5 December 1991

approvals (Oct. 91)
Value of total building work 

done (June qtr 91)
Employed persons

(Oct. 91)*
Capital city consumer 

price index (Sept, qtr 91)
Average weekly earnings (full- 

time adult ordinary time) 
(May 91)

Population (June 91)
R(X)m nights in licensed 

hotels and motels, etc 
(June qtr 91)

3.8 12.8 45.0 15.0 -3.6 -29.6 42.3 15.7

-8.3 -28.6 4.7 -11.4 -27.9 -0.5 39.9 18.1 -13.2

-2.0 -3.9 -0.5 -3.9 - 1.9 -2.0 1.9 0.3 -2.4

2.8

3.6
1.3

-1.9

3,9

5.2

3.3

5.7
2.2

7.8

1.9 3.6 3.3 3.7 3.3

6.5
1.2

8.1
2.0

3,1
0.9

5.8
1.0

5.6
2.9

5.0
1.5

-4,5 -2.2 2.6 -4.6 -7.8 O.l

• Seasonally adjusted except for NT and ACT. t Season.lly adjusted except for Tas., NT and ACT. 
(a) Refer to footnote (e) on next page.
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Period

iMtexl fifiure available Percen/age change (a) nn

Original
Seafonally 

adjusted
Previous Corresponding 

period period Iasi year

National production
Gross domestic prtxlucl — current prices (f)

— / 984^5 prices (f) June qtr 91

Industrial activity
New capital expenditure — current prices 

— ¡984 8^ prices

92..362
62.148

9.3,956 
«.9/2

-1.2
- /.O

-1.2
-2.4

Expected new capital 
expenditure

Retail turnover — current prices 
— ¡984-8y prices 

New motor vehicle registrations (e) 
Dwelling unit approvals 
Value of all building approvals 
Value of total building work done

no.

Sept, qlr 91

Three months 
1« i)ec. 91

Sept. 91
Sep!, qtr 91

Oct. 91 
ikt. 91

6.231
4,8/7

6.475
5,012

-0.4 
0.5

— current pr
— 19H4 I

irtccs

7.056
7.225.8

¡4.915.3
42.966
13,127
2,046

n.a. 
7.642.4 

/5.4X69 
40.584 
ll.9(X>

\,W14

n.a. 
- 18

2.9
1.5 

-2.4
15.9

- 15.3 
-/15

n.a.
2,6
0.2

-20.3
13.3
4,2

— >fy.'price.s 
Manufacturers' sales — current pr 

~ ¡984-^5 / 
Expected manufacturers' sales

irices 
prices

Labour
Employed persons 
Unemployment rale t 
Participation rate f 
Job vacancies 
Average weekly overtime 

per employee

Prices, profits and wages 
Consumer price index 
Price index of materials used in

June qtr 91

June qlr 91

Six mitnlhs to 
(kc 91

6.253
3.963

33.638
23.225

6,264
3.970

23,337

-5.1
-4.7
-1.7
-1.8

71.691

-13.2
-¡3.3
-3.7
-5.0

n.a. -5.0

’(XX)
•7b

•(XM)

hour^

19Ra8l « 1(X).O

fk-l. 91

Aug, 91

7,69.7 8 
94

626 
256

7.686.4 
10 I 
630
25.1

-0.2
-0.1
-0..3
*2.1

-2.4
2.4

-0.9 
- 46.9

1.07 III - 1.0 - 12.2

manufacturing industries 
Pnee index of articles nnxluced 

by manufacturing industry 
Company profits before income lax 
Average weekly —

(Full-time at
kN earnings 
wulls; ordinary time)

Interest rates (b) (monthly average) 
90-day bank bills +
10-year Treasury bonds t

Balance of payments
Exports of merchandise
Imports of merchandise
Balance on merchandise trade fc) 
Balance of goods ^ind services (c) 
Balance mi current account (c) 
Terms of trade (d) (f)

Foreign investment
Net foreign debt
Net foreign liabilities

Exchange rates (monthly average)

Trade weighted index

Other indicators
Population (resident at end of qtr) 
Overseas visitor arrivals

1984 85 « |ÍM).O

1988-89. 100 0 
$m

$

Sept, qlr 91

Sept. 91

Sept 91
Sept, qtr 91

Aug 91

215.7

I18..1

lll.l 
2.982

56750

n.a. 0.6

n.a - 1.3

% per annum

$m

1984-85 « 100.0

$m

per $A 
May 1970 «100.0

million 
’OiX)

(a) Based on seasonally adjusted figures where available 
inrrpflqp tn the rtor(/*if. _ _ _ - J____  ;

fkl. 91

Sept, qtr 91

.30 Sept. 91

Oct. 91

June 91
Aug. 9!

n.a.
2,841

-0 1
21.2

n.a.
- 17.9

n.a. 1.2 4.9

8 70 
9.80

n.a.
n.a.

-0.85
-0..5()

-4.10 
-3.55

4.38.5
4.702
-317
-517

- 1,790 
n.a.

133.480
182,282

0.7938 
60.2

17.3 
199

4.32.3 
4.189

134
47 

- 1.298 
99.7

-6.8
-3.4

-55.3
-53.9
-6.7
-0.7

1.0
3.2 

- 39.4
n.a.

13.4 
-4.6

n.a.
n.a.

n.a. 
n.a.

n.a.
209

-1.6 
2.8

0.1
-0.5

03
-2.7

W oased on sea^nally adjusted figures where available, (b) Source Reserve Bank of Aii<h-at»a ¿/.i p r ~

..........accurate identification and

son» ot the figures shown are 
publication or with the ABS Information

or an

The ABS should be arkiiowledged as the source when reproducing
or quoting any part of this publication.
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