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This essay follows the shifting fortunes, the high points and the low points, of classical studies, the study of the history, the culture, the languages, and the literatures of the ancient Mediterranean world, at the ANU.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  My thanks to Graeme Clarke, Peter Londey, and Ann Moffatt for their memories of times past and comments on an earlier draft of this essay.] 

Early days
The roots of the Classics Department (now the Centre for Classical Studies) at the ANU may be traced back to the Canberra University College, established in 1930 as a college of the University of Melbourne. The College served those public servants transferred from elsewhere to the new city of Canberra, who wished to continue their university studies. Through the 1930s and 40s, Latin was taught in the College by Leslie Allen, who taught English as well; Laurie Fitzhardinge, who had arrived in Canberra in the mid-1930s and was working at the National Library, taught Ancient History through the College’s History Department. 
In its early decades the College struggled: even 20 years later (and after the interruption of the Second World War) student numbers were modest overall: 350 students in 1950; just over 450 in 1957.[footnoteRef:2] By this time the College had moved its premises from the Melbourne Building in Civic into the disused workers’ hostel in Childers Street.[footnoteRef:3] And at this time too, in 1956, a dedicated Classics teacher was appointed to the College: Kay Masterman, a former Latin teacher from Geelong Grammar, held the position of Associate Professor of Classics in the College until 1961.  [2:  S.G. Foster and M.M. Varghese, The Making of the Australian National University (St Leonards, Allen and Unwin, 1996), 149]  [3:  Foster and Varghese, 148] 

Apart from public servants and a small number of new Canberra residents, the student population included members of those religious orders that had established their training houses (‘Houses of Formation’) in Canberra. Graeme Clarke taught Latin for two terms in 1957, before he went on to Oxford. His small senior Latin class comprised, as he describes it, the holy family: an Ursuline Mother, a Sacred Heart Father, a Christian Brother, and a Sisters of Mercy Nun.[footnoteRef:4] They read Vergil’s Eclogues. [4:  Graeme Clarke, email 30/11/2020] 

A new kind of Classics Department
In 1961, after much delay and considerable resistance from many quarters, the University College was amalgamated with the Australian National University, established in 1946. The Faculties of the former University College were, however, to remain distinct from the Research Schools, as their institutional name revealed: they were now incorporated into the School of General Studies.  And it was at this point that a Classics Department was formed, with the appointment of a young Richard St Clair Johnson as its first professor (1962-1984). Aged just 32, he came to the ANU from the University of Melbourne with fresh ideas. 
Dick’s research area was ancient education; he might be described as an educational philosopher. This interest in education extended beyond the ancient world and Late Antiquity to tertiary education in the world around him. The range of Classics courses that he introduced at the ANU was for its time remarkably innovative—and inclusive. Dick democratised Classics. Recognizing that not all incoming undergraduates had enjoyed the privilege of learning Latin in secondary school, he introduced a Latin course for beginners in addition to introductory Ancient Greek; and he introduced in-translation courses (still at the time rare in Australian Classics Departments), extending the appeal and the importance of the literature, the history, the art, and the thought of the classical Greek and Roman worlds, and the classical tradition, to a generation of students. Dick, who regularly taught the third-year Classical Tradition course, was a gentle and reflective teacher who earned the respect and affection of generations of students. 
Dick built a department that would cover many aspects of the classical world: languages, history, philosophy, art and archaeology, poetry and rhetoric, and education. It was to have a permanent staff of six—too thin a spread, Dick claimed. It was not possible with a staff of just six, he said, to build a concentration of expertise that might lead to an international reputation.[footnoteRef:5] These were exciting times, however, for the new appointments to the Classics Department: the senior lecturer Ken McKay, whose research focussed on aspect in the ancient Greek verb, taught Ancient Greek, using a textbook of his own devising, and Latin language, and the three lecturers, Robert Dyer (a Homerist), Evan Burge, and Graeme Clarke, an ancient historian as well as an able classicist—Graeme’s archaeological work in Syria at this point lay in the future. The three younger colleagues, all of whom had spent time at Oxford, formed a congenial group. In 1963 a British classical archaeologist was appointed, Josephine Scarr. Within a year, however, she had transferred into the field of Australian archaeology, in which she completed a PhD and published extensively and with distinction. [5:  Foster and Varghese, 171-172.] 

A key member of the new department was its secretary, Magda Bozic, who, after her appointment in 1960, remained with the department until the mid-seventies. Her office, and the rich aroma of the coffee that she prepared each morning for the staff, was the focal point of life in Classics.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  For Magda’s own recollections of her time in Classics see M. Bozic, Gather Your Dreams (Richmond, Vic, Hodja, 1984), 65-69.] 

In that first year of his professorship, with some urging from the distinguished classicist A.D. (Dale) Trendall, Master of University House and DVC of the ANU, Dick Johnson took another important step: he made the first two purchases for a collection of antiquities, which was to become the Classics Museum. Unlike the somewhat grander collections at the University of Sydney and in Melbourne, this was to be a teaching collection with a focus on everyday life. By means of this collection the ancient Mediterranean world and its material culture would become immediately available to Classics students at the ANU, for whom overseas travel was still a luxury. Dick aimed to bring the ancient world alive to his students.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  For further discussion of the ANU Classics Museum see in this series ‘ANU’s Classics Museum’.] 

A stable group of scholars
With Graeme Clarke’s departure for UWA in 1964, Beryl Rawson was appointed to the Department. A Roman historian who had completed her PhD not in the UK but in the US at Bryn Mawr, Beryl is remembered for having developed a new field of multidisciplinary research, Roman family studies. She remained with the department until her retirement, as Professor, in 1998. There were other changes too. Rob Dyer left to take up an appointment in the US. A young British scholar, James Coulton, who studied ancient architecture from the perspective of the working architects, spent five years (1964-1968) at the ANU before returning to England. Colin Mayrhofer, a graduate of UWA and Cambridge, arrived in 1966. Colin, like Beryl, was a member of the Classics Department until his retirement, in his case in 1997. He was a scholar of ancient literature, both Ancient Greek and Latin. As a researcher, however, he was an Indologist, working on the literature of old Indian languages. Robert Barnes joined the Department in 1969. He had studied Classics at the University of Queensland and took degrees in theology in Oxford and at Harvard. His teaching area was ancient philosophy; but he expanded his range in line with his research, which focussed on the Old and New Testaments and their historical foundations. And Ann Moffatt, a Byzantinist and art historian, who had graduated with an ANU MA supervised by Dick Johnson in 1963-64, took up a position in Classics in 1970 and was to teach both ancient art and Medieval Studies. She had in the meantime completed a PhD at the University of London. Ann moved from Classics to Art History in 1988; she returned to Classics in 1999 and retired in 2006.
This core group--Dick Johnson, Ken McKay, Beryl Rawson, Colin Mayrhofer, Robert Barnes, Evan Burge, and Ann Moffatt--remained together, with a single change, into the 80s. When, in 1973, Evan Burge left for Trinity College, Melbourne, he was replaced, in 1975, by Robert Edgeworth, as a Lecturing Fellow with a special interest in ancient epic. Robert, who had completed his PhD in classical literature at the University of Michigan, remained at the ANU until 1980, when he returned to a university position in the US. 
That year, 1975, marked a move for the Classics Department from the Arts III Building (now the P.A.P. Moran Building) to the newly built AD Hope Building, which included a dedicated space for the Classics Museum.
Ancient History and Classics: two distinct streams
It must be said that, after the initial years of excitement and engagement with an innovative curriculum, the Classics Department had begun to drift through the 70s. Dick Johnson by now was somewhat distracted from his department because of his duties elsewhere on the campus—as Dean of the Faculty of Arts (twice), as Chair of the Board of The Faculties, as Dean of Students, and as Acting Deputy Vice Chancellor, all of these being roles to which he was admirably suited. The senior member of staff, Ken McKay, was not one to embrace change. Although a number of students graduated with Honours there were very few postgraduates in Classics. 
The 80s saw two significant changes in staffing. First was the resignation of Dick Johnson, who took up the role of Secretary of the Commonwealth Department of Education in 1984. Dick’s long term as Professor and his great service to Classics and to the University were commemorated with the purchase of a splendid Athenian black-figure amphora for the Classics Museum collection. The second major change was the retirement of Ken McKay in 1987. Neither colleague was immediately replaced on a permanent basis. Beryl Rawson served as Dean of the Faculty between 1981 and 1986; and, as noted above, she was appointed Professor in 1989. Classics had been without a Professor for 5 years.
In these early years of the 80s the Classics Department, at the initiative of Beryl Rawson, replaced the multi-strand Classical Civilization major, in which all staff had shared the teaching, with the more focussed rigour of an Ancient History major. Thus we saw the appointment of Douglas Kelly, a Greek historian and classicist with a Cambridge PhD, an authority on ancient Sparta and Thebes with particular focus on the work of Xenophon. Doug came to the ANU from Macquarie University. The introduction of a suite of Ancient History courses was energizing. In this period too, both Beryl Rawson and Doug Kelly were recipients of ARC grants: Beryl obtained five such grants between 1979 and 1991 for her celebrated work on the Roman family, which led to a number of edited books and a monograph on Roman children; Doug Kelly won a grant for work on Greek warfare, the project commencing in 1987. His research associate was Peter Londey, an ancient historian with a special interest in Phokis and Delphi. Peter then taught in Classics in 1988-1989. 
As Ancient History thrived, however, the classical languages were fading. By the late 80s it was evident that students enrolling in the ANU ancient languages courses were experiencing increasing difficulty with grammatical concepts. In 1990, Colin Mayrhofer proposed a new course of action. Recognizing that much time is spent in both Greek and Latin beginners’ courses explaining basic principles of grammar, he proposed that aspiring classical languages students should be brought together for an initial semester and taught the basics of English grammar and the application of those same principles to Ancient Greek and Latin. The course was largely written and first taught by Elizabeth Minchin, who had been appointed to a half-time position in 1990. A modified version of this course, unique to the ANU, continues to be offered to Classics students with considerable success. This course proved to be an important element in increasing student commitment to the ancient languages and their literatures. The now larger enrolments in languages courses went some way to balance healthy enrolments in Ancient History courses.
In the 90s Classics saw a gradual increase in the number of students undertaking Honours courses, principally in Ancient History but also in Ancient Greek and Latin. And the department was able to celebrate the completion of a small number of PhDs—the first for some years. Andrew Farrington, whose DPhil had been supervised by Jim Coulton, joined the department in 1990, bringing an archaeological perspective. After his resignation in 1991, Elizabeth Minchin, a Homer scholar, was offered a series of fixed-term contracts, and, at the end of 1998, a continuing position. She was promoted to Professor in 2010.
Hard times and internal change
For Classics the 90s started well, with enthusiastic students, and a range of new social history courses, but it became apparent by the middle of the decade that tough times were ahead. Government support for universities had dropped sharply. Universities across the country were looking for ways to economize. The Classics Department, which had at one point comprised seven members now numbered five. And yet the same suite of courses had to be taught. This was a problem faced elsewhere as well. Beryl Rawson tried unsuccessfully to persuade colleagues in other Australian Classics Departments to offer taped lectures to Advanced level language and literature students. 
In 1997 there was severe pressure on the ANU Arts Faculty: a number of colleagues in the Faculty, including Colin, accepted voluntary separation packages. The following year Robert Barnes was transferred to the History Department where he remained until his retirement in 2003; Ann Moffatt was transferred from Art History to Classics; and Beryl Rawson retired. It would be 11 years before Classics was led again by a Professor.
Classics at the ANU was now reduced to three colleagues: Doug Kelly, Ann Moffatt and Elizabeth Minchin. They worked together to offer the two language majors, Ancient Greek and Latin, and they offered sufficient Ancient History and Ancient Art courses to make up a third major, a Classics major, supplemented by Latin and Greek language courses and courses taught by Robert Barnes and subsequently Benjamin Kelly in the History Department. It was a very tight, but functional, operation. But in 2003 there was further disruption when Doug Kelly retired. In his place Claire Jamset was appointed, a Cambridge literature graduate who completed her Oxford DPhil while teaching at the ANU. When Ann Moffatt retired in 2006 she was replaced by a Greek historian Sara Saba, who had completed her PhD at Duke University in the US. 
The following year, 2007, was, however, a watershed year: Claire Jamset took parental leave and later resigned, before returning to the UK; Sara Saba resigned at the end of the year, to  join her partner in Germany. And the Roman historian in the History Department, Ben Kelly, resigned in mid-year to take up a position at York University in Canada. 
The future of Classics was in the balance. And yet, despite these disruptions, Classics had been teaching an extraordinary cohort of bright and engaged students, including several dedicated PhB students; enrolments in the languages at all levels were particularly strong; good numbers of quality students were completing Honours each year. And a number of PhDs had been completed. The Faculty, therefore, agreed that the Classics Program should continue. The two positions recently vacated were advertised: a continuing position in Ancient History and a fixed-term position for a Latinist. Peter Londey returned to Classics from the Australian War Memorial for the first; and Jessica Dietrich came to Classics from the University of Tasmania for the second. Her partner Paul Burton had been appointed to the History Program as the Roman historian. 
Fresh ideas and a lively student body 
The Classics Program gained new zest. Over the next few years, following a review of the History Program, the Roman historian position was restored to the Classics Program, bringing staff numbers once more to four. An Ancient History major could now be restored. This period witnessed a number of initiatives: the Classics Museum was completely refurbished;[footnoteRef:8] a Classics Endowment was established (and launched by David Malouf); and a named degree, a Bachelor of Classical Studies, was introduced—a degree which saw students graduate with a good knowledge of and skill in both ancient history and one or both ancient languages. Overseas study courses, devised by Peter Londey, were being planned and, from the Australian summer of 2010-2011, were introduced into the curriculum. The overseas component of these courses was offered initially each January, whether in Turkey, Greece, or Southern Italy and Sicily, or, most recently, Rome. These were not holidays: rather, they required serious commitment. The principle that underpinned such courses was that an appreciation, and understanding, of the landscape is vital to an understanding of the way of life of those who once lived in it and of events that occurred there. These overseas courses have been very successful, fostering a deeper interest in the longer history of these regions. Students undertaking the course that visited Turkey and the Gallipoli Peninsula were introduced too to the research issues that underpinned the ARC Discovery Project led by Peter Londey, along with Elizabeth Minchin, Mehdi Ilhan, and Tamar Lewit: 'The silent wilderness speaks: the long history of Gallipoli and the Dardanelles'. [8:  For the story behind the refurbishment see ‘ANU’s Classics Museum’. ] 

In 2012 the Latinist Ioannis Ziogas, who had completed his PhD at Cornell, joined Classics in a new Continuing position, replacing Jess Dietrich. In 2015 Elizabeth Minchin retired. A Hellenist, Greta Hawes, had been appointed as a lecturer, arriving in 2014. In 2015 the Classics Program was declared a Centre, becoming the Centre for Classical Studies (CCS). This new Centre was launched in late 2015 by the incoming Vice Chancellor Brian Schmidt. Ioannis in 2016 left the ANU to join his wife in the UK. At much the same time Greta was awarded a research grant, a DECRA, which freed her from teaching responsibilities. Peter Londey retired in 2019. Each of these three positions is currently filled on a short-term contract basis.
Hopes for renewal
In 2018 a review of the School of Literature, Languages and Linguistics, in which the CCS is located, recommended that a Professor be appointed to the CCS, which was then, and continues to be, in need of leadership. A second review in 2019, of the CCS alone, repeated that recommendation. At the time of writing (December 2020) four continuing positions in Classics are to be advertised in early 2021: a Level D/E and three Level Bs. That is, the College of Arts and Social Sciences proposes to reinvigorate Classics by refreshing and stabilizing its staffing. The review report also recommended the appointment of a 0.5 curator of the Classics Museum, who will also teach into the Centre’s program of courses. It is hoped that a community fundraising appeal might fund that position for two years, pending ANU’s recovery from the Covid-19 financial crisis that affected universities across Australia.
By the end of 2021 the Centre for Classical Studies at the ANU may comprise 4.5 staff members. The Centre will be significantly smaller than it was in the 60s, and yet it will be comparable in size with most other Classics entities in Australia, with the exception of Sydney University and Macquarie University. Across its history, however, Classics has taught a vast range of students, many of whom have undertaken postgraduate degrees, whether in Australia or overseas; it engages energetically in outreach activities for a highly engaged community; and it has made significant research contributions in a number of fields: Greek and Roman history, Homeric studies, Greek and Latin literature, and the Byzantine world;.
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