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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication contains advance (summary) results 

compiled from the ABS quarterly building activity 
survey for the December quarter 1981. Data shown for 
the September and December quarters 1981 have been 
processed using new procedures (see paragraphs 11-18 
below). The December quarter 1981 issue of Building 
Activity, Australia (8705.0). containing a more complete 
range of building activity statistics, will be released 
shortly.

4.

2. From the September quarter 1980 a new Building 
Activity Survey replaced the previous quarterly Building 
Operations Census. The major features of the new .survey 
were as follows:

I he major implication of the introduction of the 
Building Activity Survey has been that the survey 
provides information on private sector house building 
activity (including alleralion.s and additions) only al the 
Australian and Stale Territory levels of detail, piner 
levels of geographic disaggregation are not available, and 
it is not possible to classify these data in the same detail as 
in the past (e.g. materials of construction, average floor 
area and average value per square metre). T his is because 
of the sampling variability associated with such estimates. 
To compensate for this loss of detail, output from the 
Building Approvals monthly collection has been extended, 
and a monthly series for new dwellings commenced 
(based on first inspections of building jobs bv local 
government and other responsible authorities) has been 
introduced to provide information on a small area basis.

3.

(a) replacement, by a sample survey, of the previous 
complete enumeration of private sector jobs 
involving new house construction or alterations 
and additions valued al $10,000 or more to 
houses;

(b) continuation of the complete quarterly enumera­
tion of job.s involving construction of new 
dwellings other than private sector houses, con­
struction of new other buildings with an approval 
value of $10,000 or more and all alterationsand 
additions with an approval value of $10,000 or 
more to buildings other than private sector 
houses.

No changes have been made in the Building Activity 
Survey to the dais available for building jobs other than 
private sector house construction.

Scope and coverage
5. The statistics relate to building struciures and

L'roin the September quarter 1981 two additional

exclude railways, roads, bridges, earth-fill dams and all 
other non-building construction. Renovations, repairs 
and maintenance arc also excluded. Site preparation 
work.s which comprise pan of the overall building 
construction are. however, included in the statistics. Site 
preparation costs were included in the superseded Building 
Operations Census only if they could not be separately 
identified.

changes have been introduced:

(a) a one-month-lagged framework of approvals is 
now used as the basis for selection of both house 
and non-house building jobs (previously only 
private sector house jobs were selected from a 
one-month-lagged approvals framework): and

(b) in general, a building job is now considered to 
have commenced, for the purposes of the statis­
tical collection, ONLY when the value of work 
done on that job as reported by the builder is 
equal to or greater thana pre-determined (thres­
hold) value.

6. The major componenl of the framework for the
survey is building approvals These approvals, and the 
approvals statistics compiled therefrom, cover:

(a) permits issued by local government authorities 
in arca.s subject Io building control by those 
authorities: and

(b) contracts let or day labour work approved by 
Commonwealth. Stale, semi-government and 
local government authorities.

Paragraphs 11 to 18 contain further details of these Iwo 
additional changes.

In addition, major building activity which lakes place in 
areas not subject to the normal administrative approval 
processes (e g. mining leases) is also included



7. Statistics of building activity are compiled on the
basis of returns collected from:

(a) builders involved in contract or speculative. . . . .........—»I'vvuiainc
building activity, including alterations and 
additions work;

(bl individuals and businesses involved in building
activity on their own account; and

(c) Commonwealth. State. semi-go\ernment and
local government authorities involved in building
activity.

Comparability with previous scries
( hanges introduced from September quarter ¡980
X. Differences in concept between the Building Activity--------- 1 * •—• •• «-s-.i HIV jvunuuig nviiv iiy 
Survey introduced from the September quarter 1980 and 
the previous Building Operations Census were minor 
With the sample survey of private sector house building 
activity, however, any houses built outside local
government authority building control areas (sec para- 
graphhlcould not.exccpi in the circumstances mentioned 
at the end ol paragraph 6. become pan ol the sample
survey framework and. therefore, could not contribute to
the results ol the Building Activity Survey. The only------ e -------- •«/ ..uiivvj. int uiiiy 
dititrence with respect to data about public sector house 
building activity and data about other dwellings and 
other build mgs related to the treatment of site preparation 
costs (see paragraph 5 above).

9. More important were the changes in the procedures 
associated with a more rigorous control of the collection 
Iramcwork which enabled individual building jobs Io be 
more closely monitored through the construction process 
This resulted in some increase in the proportion of the 
actual building activity occurring in a given quarter being 
inrilirlfxrl in tkn Fini 4.._- ---C ••• - e>- IVI i/tuig
included in the statistics lor that quarter. This more
rigorous control also identified the need Io revise the 
number and valueofbuildingjobs previously regarded as 
under construction as at I July 1980. For this reason 
figures from the September quarter 1980 arc not strictly 
comparable with those for earlier periods and some 
caution should be exercised in comparing data across the 
time of the change in methodology. The approvals scries 
(which has not been subject to a break in continuity) may, 
to some extent, he of assistance in making time series 
comparisons across mid-1980 for building activity.

series

10. From the September quarter 1980 to the September 
quarter 1981 the collection methodology provided for the 
automatic revision, at the unit record level, ol data
relating to buildingactivity in a given quarter on the basis
of data supplied in the following quarter. However, the
extent of these revisions had a more significant impact on------ ------ - .WUIK lllipuvi Uli 
the quarterly results, particularly with regard to numbers
of dwelling.s commenced, then had been anticipated

Changes introduced from September quarter 1981
II. Users of building activity statistics will be aware of 
the significant revisions which have been occurring in the 
quarterly series. The Appendix to the .lune quarter 1981

2

issue of this publication (8704.0) discusses the reasons for 
these revisions and the new proceduies which were to he.......... niiivil will lU (IC
adopted by the ABS to minimise the incidence ol those
revisions. The new procedures have now been introduced 
and arc explained in detail in the following paragraphs. 
(It should be noted that the procedure.s in fact imple­
ment.»a Ait'ftsr jn ...sm.. f___  .1. .mented differ in some respects from those envisaged in 
the Appendix relerred to above).

12. As mentioned in paragraph 3. a one-month-lagged
approvals framework is now used as the basis for the 
selection of all building jobs to be included in the 
quarterly activity survey. Previously only private sector 
house jobs were subject Io a lagged framework I his 
approach therefore defines the Iramcworks for the 
selection ol approved jobs for both the sampled and fully 
enumerated components of the quartet Iv Building Acliv ilv 
Survey on the same basis. Il introduces a lag Io siaiisiics 
lor non-house jobs the same as the lag for house building 
Inhs hV Hpfininn fho v-«.  jobs by defining the framework for any given quarter as' C" "V "»'I IV IV.I oil» q I It r (IS
including all jobs notified as approved up to, but not 
including, the last month of the reference quarter (i c up 
to the end of August ...... . ........   ■<- ■■— ■in respect o( the September quarter,, "c*-...........v.i .lie .>s.pit.IIHH.-I quaiier
collection). Ibis means, for example, that all iobs which... • •' • VIIUI (III ,«.»1'’» willi.ll
were notified as approved in .September 1981 and whichIf — ■ ■ . I I .'ll I (I IIU W Illi, II
actually commenced in that month have, under this
approach. been included as commencements in the•• • ...... .......... W...WV.W u.» voiiiillVIlVblllClllS jn IllC
December quarter 19X1 »nd those notified as approved in 
December 19X1 and w..ich actually commenced in that
month will be included
quarter 19X2.

as commencements in the March

13. Adoption ol this approach eliminates. as a source of
revisions, the situation where new builders undertaking 
non-house jobs, and who were included in the current 
quarter's collection (because an approval notification for 
the job formed part of the current quarter framework) 
indicated that the job had. in fact, commenced in the
previous (or earlier» quarter. Such jobs could not have• • . . ' ------ w... HWW.. VI.UIU HUI liavc
peen included in the previous quarter’s statistics if the 
building activity was being undertaken by builders who 
had no jobs in the previous quarter’s framework and 
therefore W'ould not have received a questionnaire in that
quarter.

14 Adoption of the onc-month-lagged framework of 
approvaks also climinate.s a significant numbei of the 
revisions occurring as a consequence of a proportion of 
builders not advising details, on the collection form, of 
some building jobs which were commenced in Ihc 
reference quarter but had not been included in the 
collection framework for that quarter (because notinca- 
(lon of a building approval had not been received by the 
ABS).

15. The new procedures will not result in precise 
measurement of building activity in each reference quarter------o—■••'-«V.. iviviviiut quuiier 
to the extent that the contribution of both house and
non-house jobs notified as approved and on which
activity commenced in the last month o( each reference 
quarter will, by definition, be included in the following 
quarter. The impact of the lagged framework on variables 
such as work done during the quarter and work vet lobe 
done at the end of the ...... — ...
building, be very small.

quarter will, for all types of
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16. The other processing change introduced from the 
September quarter 1981 effectively revises the conditions 
which must be satisfied before a building job isconsidered 
by (he ABS to have commenceu for statistical purposes. 
Recent investigations undertaken by the ABS have 
established that in a proportion of cases, the value of 
work reported as having been done on building jobs was 
so small as to suggest that the expenditure incurred only 
represented some administrative expense, or minor 
materials purchases, in preparation for commencement 
of work on the building site. Under the revised procedures 
a building job will only be regarded as having commenced 
in any given quarter if the value of work done to the end 
of that quarter is equal to or greater than the following 
threshold values.

(a) for house jobs including alterations and additions. 
$2,000

(b) for other dwelling and other building jobs 
including alterations and additions. S5.000

and will be indexed over time to take account ot price 
changes.

17. Notwithstanding the commencement value thres­
holds. where advice has been received from the relevant 
authorities that a first inspection has been made on a 
particular building job. that job will be regarded by the 
ABS as having commenced even (hough the value of 
work reported by the builder as having been done to the 
end of the quarter is below the threshold value. Waiving 
of the threshold in this way has been introduced to 
recognise as genuine commencements those building jobs 
which both the builder and the relevant (government) 
authority report as having commenced during a particular 
reference period.

18. Comparahilify link Table 6 shows FINAL results 
for the September quarter 1981 on both the new and old 
processing bases to enable a bridge to be establi.shed 
between the two statistical series. In all other tables 
appearing in this publication, results for the September 
and December quarters of 1981 are on the new processing 
basis

20. An example of (he use of standard errors is as
follows. From Table 2 it can be seen that the estimate of 
the number of new private sector houses commenced 
during (he quar(cr ended 31 December 1981 is 21,520. 
The associated relative standard error is 1.2 per cent (sec 
Table 5). Therefore, (here arc about two chances in three 
that the value which would have been obtained if 
information had been obtained about all approved 
private house jobs would have been within the range 
21,260 to 21,780 and about nineteen chances in twenty 
that the value would have been within the range 21,000 to 
22,040.

21 The imprecision due to sampling variability, which 
is measured by the standard error, should not be 
confused with inaccuracies that may occur because of 
inadequacies in (he source of buildingapproval informa­
tion. imperfections in reporting by respondents, and 
errors made in the coding and processing of data 
Inaccuracies of this kind are referred to as non-sampling 
error, and may occur in any enumeration whether it be a 
full count or only a sample. Every effort is made to reduce 
the non-sampling error to a minim am by the careful 
design of questionnaires, efforts to obtain responses lor 
all selected jobs, and efficient operating procedures.

22. In the September quarter 1980 the non-response by 
builders of other buildings in New South Wales and
Queensland was higher than expected. As a result the 
non-sampling error in this category is greater than would 
be usual.

Definitions
23. Important definitions are as follows:

(a) Commenced— A building job is regarded as 
having commenced in a particular quarter when 
the reported value of work done on that job to 
the end of the quarter is equal to or greater (han 
(he following threshold values:

(i) for house jobs (including alterations and 
additions to houses). S2.000

(ii) for other dwelling and other building jobs 
(including alterations and additions to 
otherdwellingsand other buildings). $5,(XX)

Reliability of the estimates
19. Since some of the estimates in this publication are 
based on information obtained about a sample of 
approved building jobs they are subject to sampling 
error; that is, they may differ from the figures that would 
have been obtained if information for all approved jobs 
for the relevant period had been included in the survey. A 
measure of the likely difference is given by the standard 
error of each. There are about two chances in three that a 
sampleestimate will differ by less than one standard error 
from the figure that would have been obtained if all 
approved jobs had been included, and about nineteen 
chances in twenty that the difference will be less than two 
standard errors. The standard errors can be expressed as 
percentages of the estimates, and these are shown in 
Tablc.s 4 and 5.

However, where advice has been received from 
the relevant authority that a first inspection has 
been made on a particular building lob. that job 
is regarded as having commenced, €ven though 
the value of work reported by the builder as 
having been done to the end of the quarter is 
below the threshold.

(b) Completed— A building is regarded as having 
been completed when it is reported as such or has 
been substantially completed and occupied.

(c) Under eonsiruciion- A building is regarded as 
being under const ruction at the end of a period if 
it has been commenced but has not been 
completed, and work on it has not been 
abandoned.
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(d) Contractor—builthouses—Thoseerected under 
contract, or in anticipation of sale or rental.

(e) Houses built by other than contract builders 
Those erected by an owner (other than a recog­
nised building contractor) or under hisdircction. 
without the services of a single contractor 
responsible for the whole job. Houses built by 
businesses (other than recognised building con­
tractors) are also included in this category.

or(f) Value of building approved, commenced, or 
under construction represents the estimated value 
of the wholejob when completed, excluding the 
value of the land (and landscaping) on which the 
job has been cairied oul. Site preparation costs 
arc included.

tg) I u/i/cu/hu/Wingco/Mp/eter/representstheaciual 
value ofihe whole job when completed, including 
any site preparation costs but c.scluding the 
vtilue of land and landscaping.

(h) ( afue ot huildtng work done represents the 
estimated value of the building work actually 
ca rried oul during the period on jobs which have 
been regarded as commenced.

27 Examples of the types of individual building jobs 
included under each main functional heading are shown 
in the following list:

(a) Hotels, etc. — Includes motels, hostels, boarding
houses and guest houses.

(b) Shops— Includes cafes, restaurants, retail mar­
kets and showrooms. .Shops classified as public- 
sector include government owned shop buildings 
for leasing

(c) f-actories— Includes abattoirs, brickworks, prin­
ting offices and government workshop.s.

(d) O/Ziiv.v-Includes hanks, post offices and council
chambers.

(e) Other bustness pri'nii.se,s—Includes service 
stations, bus depots, wholesale stores, telephone 
exchanges, television station!, and studios, and 
warehouses

(f) Education Includes schools, colleges, kinder­
gartens, reference libraries and universities.

(i) I a.ue of budding work yet to be done represents 
the estimated value of work remaining to be 
done on building jobs under construction at the 
end ol the period.

(g) - Includes churches, church halls,
vents, seminaries and theological colleges.' con-

Building classificalion

(h) fiealth— Includes ambulance stations, baby 
health clinics, convalescent homes, hospitals, 
niircpc' filinrfnro

24. /’rii crr«- Sector and Pithlic Seclor—fi. building isI i- J ...... „ ........ ........ —r. uuliuillg IS
Llassilied as Private Sector or‘Public Sector'according
to ownership al date of approval.

2.5. A building is classified according to the function it is 
intended to serve. A building which i.s ancillarv to other 
buildings or forms part of a group of related buildings 
classified according to the function of the group as a 
whole.

is

nurses' quarters and sanitoria.

(i) Entertainment and recreation — Inctudes clubs, 
gymnasiums, public halls, squash courts and 
theatres.

Ci) Miscellaneous— Includes homes for the aged.
law courts, defence buildings, museums, police
stations and children's homes.

26. A llscelling is classified as cither a 'House' 
'Other dwelling'.

or an
Related publications
28.

(a) A 'House'isa building which has been designed 
or adapted so that its prime purpose is to be a 
single self-contained dwelling unit (i.e. includes 
bathing and cooking facilities), which is com­
pletely detached from other buildings, and 
occupies (except in such ce es as dwellings built 
for employees or families of the owner or lessee 
of the land) a separate titled block of land.

Users may also wish to refer to the following 
building and construction publications which areavailabic
on request:

Building Approvals, Australia (8702.0) issued monthly

Budding Statistics, Australia: Number of New nwelling.s 
(Preliminary Estimates) (810).0) issued quarterly

Budding Activity, Australia (8705.0) issued quarterly

(b) An •''•her dwelling' is a self-contained dwelling 
un’ other than a house. These include Hats, 
hoi.re units, semi-detached dwellings, villa units, 
town houses, etc.

Construction (Other Than Budding) Operations. Aust­
ralia, (871)8.0) issued quarterly

BuddingandCondructionStatistics, Index, /978(l 104.0)

Non-self-conlaineddwelling units such as might be found 
in motels, hostels, and institutions, are not included a,s 
dwellings and the value of this building i.s included in the 
appropriate category of other building. Temporary or 
makeshift dwellinpsareexcluded from buildingstatistics.

Private Sector Construction Establishments, Detadt of
Operations by Industry Cla.rs, I97B-79 (8715.0 Io 8722.0)

Construction Activity in the Public Sector, Australia 
1978-79(87)2.0)
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29. Current publications produced by the ABS are 
listed in the Cataloguée/ Publications, Australia (1101.0). 
The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a 
Publications Advice ( 1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and 
Publications Advice are available from any ABS office.

30. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies 
may occur between sums of the 
totals.

component items and

Symbols and other usages 
n.a not available 

not applicable 
— nil or rounded to zero 

--------- break in continuity of scries (where drawn 
between two consecutive figures in the same 
column)

r series revised since previous issue
R.J. CAMERON 

Australian Statistician



1978-79
1979-80
1980-81

1980- 
Sept. qtr 
1981-^ 
Mar qir 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1978-79
1979-80
1980-81

/MO- 
Sepl. qtr 
Dec. qtr 
/W/- 
Mnr. qtr 
.lune qtr 
.Sept, qtr r 
Dec qtr

1978-79
1979-80
1980-81

1980- 
Scpl. qtr 
Dec. qtr 
/W/- 
Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept qtr r

Housei

Number 
fa)

100.841
110.042
110.350

28.727
27.983

25,357
28,283 

r26,529
24,605

94.906
102.091
105.750

28.770
27.520

23,980
25,490
26..35O
22.590

41.886

44.850

46.170
44.740

44.700
44,850
43,860
39,110

Ntw iiwtilings

Other dwellings

TABLE 1. SI MMARY OF Bl II DING ACTIVITY. AUSTRALIA

i 'alue <$m)

Total

(¡ml

3.047.8
3.680.9
4.2050

1.046 6
1.040 0

983..1
1,135.1
1,108.3
1,037.2

3,028.1
3,560.0
4.237 4

1,100.2
1.072.2

1,001 2 
1,061.8
1,138.6 

994 5

1.448.6
1,635 8
2.0166

1.855 6
1,857.1

1.947,1
2,016.6
2,0304
1.855.1

Number

26,592
35,122 
46.390

10.348
11.674

11.230
13.138 

rl3,OI8
12.483

24,357
31,764
43,405

10.354
10.756

10.892
11.40.3
12,551
11.132

17.120
19,442
3O,.3O8

25.081 
26.428

28,524
30,308
.30.164
29,725

t'alue 
fJm)

602 5
857.0

1.365 .3

278 5
337 6

343.7
405.4 

r4?4.2
489 5

6150
884.4

1.5148

330 6 
356.2

402.5
425.5
492 9
5176

468 7
614 5

8402
9.U4

1.091 9
1,221 2
1.252 7
l.3‘’l.9

.Vur«/»er 
fa)

127.4,3.3
145.164
156.740

.79.075

.39.657

36.587
41.421 

r39.547
37.088

119,26.3
133.855
149.160

39,120
38.280

.34,870
■36,890
.38.900 
33 720

59,006 
62.167
75.160

71.250
71.170

73.230
75,160
74.030
68.840

----- Alterations

----- additions

(Sm) dwellings
Hotels.

Shops Fauories

APPROVED

Cfther building

Other 
busine.ss 

Oflites premises laiion Religion

Fntertain-

Heahb mreanon
bfiscel- 
lanenus Total building

3.650 2
4,538.0 
5,570 '

1.3248
1.377.7

1,327.0
1,540.6

rl.582 6
1.526 8

3.643 2
4.444.4
5,752.2

1.4.10.8
1.428.4

1.403 7
1.489 1
1.631 5
1.5122

331.6
43.3 I
567.2

139 1
139 5

133 ,3 
1550 

rl749
173.1

317.3
396 9
609 Ó

152^5

1466
168.2
171 5
157.4

93.2
155 8

64 6
49.5

48.2 
710

HU I 
54 9

452.1
401 3
404 5

112.9
95 1

99 2 
968

145 0 
131 6

COMMENCED

93 4 
138.3
109 4

H5.M 
42 2

’0 6 
809
50.8 
11 I

423.2
6305
689 0

141 8
I48 6

1428
255 ? 
.101 7
216.1

352 I 
496.3 

r674 O

rl450
185 9

116.3 
226.8 
1729
161 5

250 0
289 6
362 9

102 2
85 2

KI 6 
94 1 
94 5 

1112

39.3 8
361.2
375.9

69.8
99.6

94? 
1119
980

104 2

25.R

10.0
9 5

66 
113
8.6 
8.8

170 4
149 4
1828

206.7
232.0 
2I2..3

.304.5
236 1 
347 6

2,671.6
2,9866 

r3,5l94

6.653.1 
’,957.7

(9.657 0

32 8
73 8

39.1
36.5
21.5
48 7

5,3 1 
46 2

59.9 
529 
51.6 
40 0

138 3
62 1

68 2
789

338.8 
III 7

r870 6 
855 4

757.2
1.036 0
1.343 0

988.8

r2,334.7
2.372.7

2.217 5
2.731 9
3.100.6
2.688/’

4400
4560
501 I

138 7
101 0

146 4
114 9
139 K
104 .3

422 2
660 7
852..1

165.5
1644

P0.7 
.151 8 

Ì97.8 
164 2

331 0
505.4
687.6

283.2
327 5
427 8

468.5

4409

27 2
326

298.8
1440
199 6

222.6
255.0
241 2

291 6

4M.I

2.878 5 
3.I3I.S
4,115.4

6,838 9
7,973 I

10,476 6

164 6
171 2

193 7
158 1
241 .1
1262

I'NDER CONSlRt CTION AT END OF PERIOD
1.917.3
2,250.4 
.1.237 8

1.31.4
1694
286.0

76.5
85.3

261 4

3760

ÌÌ6 9

.165.0
54.18
954 9

695 7
785 4
927 3

106 2 
1117

97 0 
I I 2 M 
101 7
80 K

225 2

.VM 6

76.4
1096

136 8

88 5 
794

4618 
^.8 
4.V58

13.,1
8 6

41 .3
35 5 50 5

89 0
124 6

962..1
919.1

2.534.9
2 500.1)

R3

99

147
226
35 0

66,3
56 5

19 K

60 9 
’»J*

105..*’

*64 .3 
45 4

1,056,2
1,177.7

993 4
716.2

2 606..5
2.835.2
2 796.4
2.385.7

2.695.8
2.791.5

.1.0392
3,237.8
3,283 2
3.227.1

212..5

2860

278.K

1876
189 9

236 I 
261.4

2264

408 4
36.3 2

401 2
416 9
404 .3 
356 8

678 6
6938

*’5 5 
827.2

2?5 5 
280 6

4177
395 6

29.K

674 5
42.3 9
500 I

220.0
263 9
346 .3

38.3 2
372.4
545 0

3.494.5
3.473.6
4,752.1

5.5429
5.893.5
8.275.9

4.35 7
444 5

327.2 
305 0

425 3
469 9

4.021..1
4.001 .3

6.929 4
7.024 I

7J6 5 
954 9
9434 
934 I

I or Inntnnir «re end of table

892 0 
927 .1

I «28 2 
1.004 6

301 4 
331 6
267.9

429.1
433 8
4127
408 8

3_5O 
31 6 
31 9

470 2
500 I
491 7 
4149

307 5
346 .3
337 2
308 .3

51.3.5 
.545.0
494.2
678 1

4,3210 
4,752 I
4.668.6
4.592.6

7.607 4 
8,275.9 
8.265 2' 
8.098 4



Period

1978-79 
1979-80
1980-81

/PiO-- 
Sept. qtr 
Dec. qtr 
1981— 
Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept qtr r

1978-79 
1979-80
1980-81

1980— 
Sept qtr 
Dec qtr 
1981— 
Mar qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr r 
Dec. qtr

1978-79 
1979-80
1980-81

1980- 
Sept qtr 
1981—'^ 
Mar qtr 
June qtr 
Sept qtr r 
Dee qtr

Houses

Number
(a)

93.056
100,059
101.450

25.210
28.580

22,930 
24.740 
26.220 
27.080

New dwtilings

Other dnellingu

TABLE I. SUMMARY OF Bt ILDING ACTIVITY. Al STRAl IA-rron/mwet/)

i 'alue fSm)

Total

Value 
firn)

2,942.7
3,406.5
3,852 8

898.9
1,078.5

886.5 
988.9

I 095 3 
1.170.8

3.015 0 
3,509.6 
4,220.4

I.Ill 4
1.083.7

957 5 
I £678 
1,124.8 
1,082 0

744.5 
847 ? 
9904

935 2 
9353

981 9 
990 4
986 7 
906.7

Number

24.078 
29,211 
34,425

8,208 
9,264

7,808 
9,145

10,288 
11.250

Value 
dm)

5870 
768.4

1.023 0

225.9 
272.5

2360 
288.5 
.181.0 
394.0

611.6
828.0

1.2’84

293.6
307.3

3II.I 
366.4 
427 6 
435 7

244 5 
3319
686 3

46X0
528 9

624 8 
686 3
68’8 
77| ?

Number 
(a)

' Alterations

- additions 
to

Other building

dm) dwellingi
Hotels, 

etc. Shops factories

Of/ier 
business 

Offices premises
£c/u- 

cailon Religion

fjiieriain-

Health recreation
Miscel­
laneous

COMPLETED

Total
Total building

117,134
129,270
135,880

3,529 7 
4,1749 
4.875.8

301.8 
362.7
5026

737
122.9
148.2

407.3
535.7
481 7

4190 
501 6
553 8

397 5 
4855
622.4

285.6

3’594

521.9 
447 I

28.9 
282 
.3’5. .3

261.4 

|794

1732
2140
222.6

230 6 
266.9 
268.8

2.799.5
3,341,8
3,3094

6.631.1
7.879 3
8.687.8

33,420 
37,840

1.124 8 
1.3510

110 2 
139.2

26.1 
418

117 .3
162 9

127 8 
158.7

176 2 
1690

83 I 
I09..3

84.6
135.1

9.2
7.4

49 4
45 9

43.4
68.2

56 2 
909

773,4 
989.3

.30,740 
33,880
36..500 
38.330

1.1225 
1,277 4
1,476.3 
1,5648

2,008.4 
2.479.5

3,626.6
4.337,4
5.4989

1.403.0 
1.390 9

1.268.7 
1.434.2
1.552 4 
1,5177

988.9
1.179.6
1.676.7

1.403 2 
1.464 2

1.606.7 
1,676.7
1.674.5 
I 678..3

1275 
125,7 
141 4 
1934

27.8 
526
464 
664

103.2
98.3

143.6 
149 2

141.2 
126,0
206.1 
181 I

142 7 
134.5 
1296 
152 8

89 3

148 3
119 I

108 7
109 6
960 
850

11,2
to 8
90

45.7
38.3
44.8 
97 3

bSO
45.9
59,1
74.9

67.4
54 3
95.7

129 4
VALUE OF WORK DONE DURING PERIOD

798 4 
748.3
980.3

1.064 3

2.048 4 
2,151.5
2.598.0 
2.822 5

313 I 
384 8
562.2

135.8
149 9

132 I

167 2 
I860

86.4 
122 8
2043

46.3
49 7

4X.6 
599
69 I 
78.4

467 9
491.7
543 2

155 0 
1544

112 9 
1209
146.7 
133.9

454 4
488 »
739 2

162 I
197 7

175 2 
204 3
2164 
237 3

425 5 
538.1 
658 9

291 6 
,330 5
434 I

481..3 
4]8^ 
4Ï9 9

27,2 
33.4
40 I

»7'7 
25 ri

197.5 
265 7
287 0

250 5

3868

.3.006,5 
3¿9^ 
3 965 3

6.946 4
8.018,2

10,026.3

1829 
1626

105 I 
II3.I

103.1 
115.2

10 .3 
10 4 w'j

82 2
75 8

82 2
104 2

1.000.5
1.046 .3

7.541.4
2.587 I

1405 
173.0
198.2 
191 7

l(X)9

II8J 
l(Xlb

94 7 
106.9 
103 I 
1104

10.0 
94

100 
10 5

58 .1

58 5 
560

58 I 
2JP 
71^

1054

98.8'
100.4

904 5 
1,014.0 
1.095 0 
I 090 9

2.305 2 
2.5926 
2.8146 
2,794 6

VALUFOFWORK YET TO BF DONF

63 8 
829

153 0

106 6 
113 8

128.6 
153.0
155 8 
1306

.375 
480

171 5

130 1 
126.3

1504
171,5
147 3 
1040

164 3
155 6
192 5

193 I 
1516

192 7 
192.5 
1829 
152.3

130 7
342 I
530 2

404 .3
379 8

382 I 
530 2 
518 .3 
454 0

283,2 
3186
451 6

371.6
384 9

452.7
451.6
489J
ATlb

106.3 
1175
140 7

131 4
13.3 4

143 9 
1407
1128 
93 I

223.9
18.3 1
246 0

189 I
1864

236 I 
246 0
219.9
192.1

K.6

7« 5

16 6 
154

149
18.5
16.2 
15.0

2849 
161 X 
176 2

1595
151 I

165 4
176.2
158 0
123.5

1364

154 6

154 9 
128.9

(al From (he September quarter I9g0. figure» shown for numbers of new house* and total dwellings commenced, under construction and completed have been rounded to the nearest ten units

1404 
154.6 
131 3
106 7

233 7 
185.4 
239 7

210.7
239 9

244.8
239.7
189 4
402.8

1.609 8
1.677 I
2,321 5

1,961,5
1.897 7

2.123 5 
2,321.5
2.165 2
2.0’1 I

2.662.5
2,9396
4.151.2

,3.471,2 
3.475.7

3.858.8
4.151.2
3.995.6
3.880.0
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TABLE 2. NUMBER OF NEW DWELLINGS BY OWNERSHIP. 
CLASS OF BUILDER AND STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION.

DECEMBER QUARTER 1981

Private xector

Houses Public sector Total

Stale or
Territory

Contractor- 
built Other

Other Total
Total dwellings dwellings

Other Total Other Total
Houses dwilirtgt dwellings Houses dwellings dwellings

APPROVED

N S.W, 
Vic. 
Qld 
S.A, 
W,A, 
Tas. 
NT. 
ACT.

n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
n a. 
n.a. 
n.a.

n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a

7.553 
4.762 
6,239 
1.249 
2.466

457 
160 
387

4.230 
1.320
4.166

419
1.312

131
187
161

11,783 
6,082

10,405 
1,668 
3,778

588 
347 
548

HI 
94 

196 
299 
280 
96

121 
135

13
139 
158
10.3 
8.3
55 
6

124 
233 
354 
402
363 
151 
127 
135

7,664 
4,856 
6,435
1.548 
2,746

55.3 
281 
522

4.24.3 
1.459 
4,324

522 
1.395

186 
193 
161

11.907
6.315

10.759
2.070
4.141

7.39 
474 
68.1

Australia n.a. 23,273 11,926 35,199 1332 557 1,889 24,605 12,483 37,088

COMMENCED

N S.W. 
Vic.
Qld 
S.A 
W.A. 
Tas. 
N.T. 
A.C.T

(a) 
4.470 
2,830 
4,690 
1,070 
1,620

160 
120 
430

(a) 
2,070 
1.820 
1.360

230 
340
260 
30 
30

(al 
6.540 
4,650 
6,050 
1,310 
1.950

420 
1.50 
450

3,560 
1,191
3.421

42.3
1,297

116
119
228

(a) 
10.100 
5.840 
9.470 
1.730 
3.250

530 
270 
680

136
15.3
95

179
15.1
106
187
61

71 
181 
115 
274
85 
33
18

207 
334 
210
45.1 
238 
139
205 

61

la) 
6,680 
4,800 
6,140 
1,490 
2,110

520 
340 
510

3.631 
1,372
3.536

697
1.382

149
137
228

(a) 
10,310 
6,170 
9.680 
2.180 
3.490

670 
480 
740

Australia 15,390 6,130 21.520 10355 31,880 1,070 777 1,847 22,590 11,132 33,720

UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT ENDOE PERIOD

N.S.W.

Qld 
S.A. 
W.A 
Tas. 
N.T. 
A.C.T.

<a> 
6,570 
3.960 
4.920 
1.050 
1,890

230 
140 
640

(a) 
6,620 
5.770 
2,690

560 
1,040

780 
IIO
70

(a) 
13.200 
9.730 
7,610 
1.610 
2.920 
1.010

250 
720

11,278
2.73.3
8,355

694
2.652

227 
251
519

(a) 
24.470 
12.460 
15.970 
2.300 
5,580 
1,240

500 
1,230

495 
38.3 
IIS 
424 
192 
147 
255

61

1.224 
404
281 
562
218 
195
132

1.719 
787
396 
986
410 
342
387 

61

(a) 
13,690 
10.110 

*’.730 
2.030 
3.120 
1.160

500 
780

12,502
3,137
8.636
1.256
2.870

422
38,3
519

(a) 
26,190 
1.3,250 
16,360 
3,290 
5,990 
1.580 

890 
I..300

Australia 19,400 17,640 37,040 26,709 63,750 2,072 3,016 5,088 39,110 29,725 68.840

COMPLETED

N.S.W. 
Vic.
Qld 
S.A. 
W.A. 
Tas. 
NT. 
ACT

(a) 
6,790 
3,630 
4,880

960 
2,080

210 
140 
450

(a) 
2,350 
1,910 
1.210

300 
390 
220
20 
20

(a) 
9.150 
5.550 
6.090 
1.250 
2.470

420 
¡70 
470

4,067 
93.3

2,942 
316

1.43,1 
96

122 
141

(a) 
13,210 
6,480 
9,030 
1,570 
3,900

520 
290 
610

349 
416 
HI 
232
112
84 

210

21.5 
287 
118
210 
168
9.3 

109

564 
703 
229 
442
280 
177 
3|9

(a) 
9.490 
5,960 
6.200 
1.480 
2.580

510 
380 
470

4.282 
1.220
3.060

526
1.601

189
231
141

(a) 
1,1.780 
7.180 
9.260 
2.010 
4.180 

zOO 
610 
610

Australia 19.140 6,430 25,560 10,050 35,610 1,514 1,200 2,714 27,080 11,250 38330
la| These figures have been rounded Io the nesrcsl icn units.
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TABLE 3. VALUE OF BUILDING ACTIVITY—DECEMBER QUARTEH 1911 
($ mlillun)

Commeneeí/ Under con.tirucliun Completed
Slate or 
Territory

Private 
sector Total

Private 
sector Tola!

Private
Total

NEW HOUSES

Value of work 
done during period

Private
sector Total

i'alue of work 
yet to he done

Private 
sector Total

N.S.W. 
Vic 
QI<1 
S.A. 
W.A. 
Tas. 
N.T.

307.2
208.9
256.4

54.5
87.3
15.0
9.0

21.5

312.3
213.4
259.5

59.7
91.7
17.9
16.6
23.5

693.0 
456.6
.332.8

74.5
142.2
37.3 
15.0
36.9

708.7
468.5
336.5
87.7

148.3
41..3
25.3
38.9

417.0
242.2
260.2
51.1

101.2
16.6
9 9

22.0

427.5 
255.1
263.8 

58.1
IÜ6.2 

19.1
19 I 
22.0

363.2 
225.0
258.6 

51 5 
97.2
15.4 
9.4

24.5

368.8
232.0
261..3

58.3
101.6

18.1
17.2
24.8

Australia

343.6 
2180 
161 8
38.5 
69.8
I9..3

18^8

350.6
222.3 
1636
44.3
72.8
21.0
11.7
20.5

959.9 994.5 1,788..1 1,855.1 1,120.2 1.170.8 1,044.8 1,082.0 876.1 906.7
NEW OTHER DWELLINGS (DWELI ING UNITS»

N.S.W
Vic.
Qld

W A

N.i

176..3
34.9

192.5
18.3
58.1

3.0
4.5

179.7
38.6

195 3 
254 
60 .3

3.9
5.2

527.2
80.6

485.0
29.6

117.6

104
24.6

568.2
92.9

492.0
4.3.5

124.3
10.8
15.6
24.6

142.0
31.2

128.6
8.2

41.2
2.6
4.2 
hh

147.1
38..3

131.1
12.7
44.9

8.5
6.6

158.2
34.0

141 8
11.2
45.2

2.9 
4.,5
7.8

166 5 
.38 I

144 5
16.7 
49 7
50

7^8

289 2 
41.0

294.4 
179 
70.4
2.7 
4 9

Australia 496.9 517.6 1.280.8 1371.9 364.5 394.0 405.5 435.7 734.3
TOTAL NEW DWEI LINGS {DWELLING UNITS)

NSW
Vic 
Qld

W A 
las.
N.T 
ACT

48.3 5
243.7
448.9

72.9
145.4

18.1
1.3.5
30 8

492.0 
251 9 
454.8

85.1 
152.0
21.7 
21.8 
32.8

1.220.2 
537.2
817.8 
104.1 
259.8
43.0 
25.4
61 5

1,277.0
561.4
828.5
131.2
272.6

52.1
40.9
63.5

559.0
273.4
388.8
59.2

142.4
19.2
14.1
28.5

574.6 
293.4
394.9
70.8

151.1
23.8
27.6
28.5

521.4
259.0
400,3

62.7
142,4

18. .3
14.0
32.3

535.3 
270.1
405.9

74 9
151 ,3
23.1
24.5

632.8 
259 0 
456.2
564 

140.2
22.0

32.6
Australia 1,456.8 1.512.2 3.069.1 3,227.1 1,484.7 1.564.8 I.450..1 1.517.7 1,610.4

ALTERAHONS AND ADDITIONS TO DWELLINGS

N.S.W.
Vic. 
Qld

W A 
Tas. 
N.T.

75.4
44.0
8.7
9.7

11.3
1.8
0.7

75.5
44.1

8.7
99

155 0
68.0

0.8
5.3

9.3
21.4

3.1
1.3
7.2

155.2
68.6

9^3
21.4

7.2

110.0
45.6
8.8

10.3
11.6
2.2 
0.9

liO.i
45.7

8.8
10.5
11.6
2. .3
1.0

98.3 
49.1
8.3 
85

14.0 
17 
0.8 
4.4

98.4
49 4

8..3
8.6

140
1.7
11
4.4

75.2
27 6

5.8 
10 2

1.5 
06

Australia 157.0 157.4 277.0 278.8 193.0 193.4 185.1 186.0 130.1

OTHER BUILDING

N.S.W.
Vic.
Qld

*W A 
Tas.
N.T.

171.2
138.7
116.7
35.8
53.5

7.2
8.7
1.8

2254 
199.6
149.4 
590
61,3

8.6 
9.7
3.2

870.0 
564.6
444 0 
112.4
215.5 

27.8 
540
22.7

1,475.8
1.137.3

723 3
257 ,3 
508 5
86.3
86.2

317.7

261.8
185.9
162.2
44.4
93.5
8.6
9.9
4.8

352.6 
260.0
191 9 
61 4

109.5
14 0 
166
58.3

244.5 
190.2 
16.30
45.2 
94.6 
125
14.6 
9,7

3 .3.3 7
267 .3
214 8

74.1
127.2
20.4
25.2 
28 I

4529 
281 9 
177.7
49 I 

137.4
6.0 

29.9 
10 5

Australia 533.6 716.2 2371.1 4,592.6 771.1 1,064.3 774..1 1,090.9 1,145.2

TOTAI BUILDING

N.S.W.
Vic.
Qld

W.A.
Tas.
N.T.

730.0 
426.4 
574.3 
IIK.4
210.1 

27.1 
23.0
38.0

793.0
495.6
612.9
154.0
224.6

32.1

41J

2.245.3 
1,169.8
1,273.5

225.8
556,6 

74.0
80.7 
91 4

2.907.9 
I.767..3 
1.563.5

397.8 
802.5 
14I..5 
129.4
388.4

930.8 
505.0
559.8 
114.0 
247 5

30.0 
24.9 
369

1,037.3 
599.2
595.6 
142 7
272.1 
40.1
45.2 
90.4

864.1 
49H..3 
571 7 
116,5 
250.9 
32,5 
29.3 
46.4

967 4 
586.8 
6290 
157.7 
2924
45.2 
50.9
65 I

l,lt)0.8 
568.4
6,39.6 
111.4
287 7 

29.5
41.7
46.5

Australia 2,147.3 2385.7 5,717.2 8,098.4 2,4i8.8 2,822.5 2,409.7 2,794.6 2,885.7

306 I 
46.3

297.5
25.1
71.9
4.1
6.8

13.7

m.i

656 7 
268.6 
461.1

69.4 
1447
25.1 
18,5 
34.2

1,678.3

75..3
27.7

5.7
5.8

10.2

0.9

130.6

662.7
457.1
297.3
128.7
183.2

16.8
43.5

281.8

2.071.1

1.394.6 
753.4
764.2 
203 9
338.1
43.4 
62.8

319.5

3,880.0
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TABLE 4. VALUE OF BUILDING ACTIVITY, AUSTRALIA 
RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS (%)

Nfw dwellings

Houses Tola!

Alterations 
and 

additions 
to 

dwellings
Total 

building

Commenced
Under construction at end of period
Completed
Work done during period
Work yet to be done

1.2
1.0
1.5
1.0
1.2

0.9
0.6
1.1
0.7
0.7

6.1
3.9
7.2

0.6
0.3
0.7
0.5
0.4

State and 
Territory

N.S.W.
Vic. 
Qld 
S.A.
W.A.
Tas. 
N.T.

Australia

N.S.W. 
Vic.
Qld 
S.A 
W.A. 
Tas. 
N.T. 
ACT.

Australia

N.S.W. 
Vic.
Qld 
S.A. 
W.A 
Tas. 
N.T.

Australia

TABLE 5. NUMBER OF NEW DWELLINGS 
RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS <%)

Private sector

Houses Total

COMMENCED

Dwellings

Total

Houses Total

2.6
2.1
2.5
4.4

1.8
1.8
1.8

4.4
7.5
19

1.2

2.1
3.6
4.2

2,5
2.0
2.5
3.6
3.2
3.8
4.3
1.9

1.7 
1.7
1.7
2.6
2.0 
30
2.5
1.5

0.9 0.9

UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT END OF PERIOD

2.0
1.9
2.8
4.1
3.4

5.0
1.9

2.9

5.5
4.8
5.4
6.4

COMPLETED

1.1
1.5
14 
3.0
1.9
3.4 
2.5 
II

19
1.8
2.7
3.1
3.2
3.7
2.4
1.9

1.4
1.4
2.1
18
2.7

1.1

0.7

2.1
2.9
2.3
4.6
3.3
4.2

2.6

1.2

1.0 0.6

2.8
3.2
3.4
4.2
4.5
4.6
3.0
3.5

2.0
2.7
2.3
3.5
3.1
3.5
2.1
2.6

1.6
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TABLE 6, COMPARISON OF SEPTEMBER QUARTER 1981 BViLDING ACTIVITY STATISTICS ON BOTH 01 D 
____  PROCESSING BASES, AUSTRALIA

Clans of building

New dwellings houses

Other dwellings

Iota! dwellings

Alterations and additions to 
dwellings

Other building 
Hotels, etc. 
Shops 
Factories 
Offices
Other business premises 
Tducaiion 
Religion 
Health

Commenced

Under con- 
siruciion at 

end of period Completed

Value of 
work done 

during period

Old New Old New Old New Old New

AND NEW

work yel 
to he done

Old

No.(a) 
Value (S’m) 
No.
Value (S’m) 
No.(a) 
Value (S’m)

26,270 
1.136.5 
12,686
519.4 

38,950 
1.655.9

26,350 
1.138.6 
12,551
492 9 

38.900 
1,631.5

44,520
2,056.9
32.421
1,367.6 
76.940

3,424.5

43.860
2.030.4
30,164
1,252.7
74,030

3,283.2

26.2.30
1.095.7
10,306
381.6

36.540
1.477.3

26.220 
1,095.3
10,288
381.0 

36.500 
1.476 .3

1.124 I I.I24.K 1.012.0 9K6.7

429.2 427.6 791.0 6K7.K

($’m)

iS'm) 
(S’m) 
(S’m) 
(S’m) 
(S’m) 
(S’m) 
(S’m) 
(S’m)

Fntcnainmcn! and recreation (S’m)
Miscellaneous
Total other building

Total all building

176.8 171.5 322.5 .313.4 141.4 141.4

1.553.2 1,552.4 1.80.VÜ 1,674.5

167.4 167.2 164.4 I55.K

($'m) 
($’m)

(S’m)

49,9 
137,5 
196,8 
240,1
99,8 
86.7
94 

31.6 
582 
63.1

979.1

50.8
1.39.8 
197.8
241..3
101 7
88.5
9 9

42.7
56.7
64.3 

993 4

263.2
422.8
970.4

1.048.8
283.7
427.1

33.2
496.5
349.4
506.4

4.801.5

151.^
404..3
943.4

1.028.2
267.9
412.1

31.6
491.7
3.37.2
494.2

4.668.6

46.5 
143.5 
206.0 
130.2 
148.4
96,0 
10.9
44.7 
59,5
96,0 

981 7

46.4
143.6
206.1
129.6
148.3
96.0
10.8
44.8
59.1
95.7

980.3

68.7 
147.7 
215.4 
199.2
116.4 
102.9

Id .3 
58 .3 
78 t

101.2 
1.098 1

69.1 
1467
216.4 
198.2
II8.I
10.3 1

10.0
58.5
76.2
98.8

1.095 0

1516 
197.5
539.8 
.505.1 
I26.,3

17.4
162 .3
140 7
196.7

2.2708

147,3 
182.9
518..3 
489.1 
112.8 
219.9

16.2 
158.0 
1.31.3 
189.4

2.165 2

2.811.9 2,796.4 8.548.5 8.265.2 2,600.4 2.598.0
lu) these ligures hu'c Keen rounded Io (he nearest len unils

2.818.7 2.814.6 4,238.2 3,995.6

NO I I S (I) Under the new priiccssing procedure» introduced Irom the September quarter 1981 (refer e.xplanairrry notes) building ioh commencements in ihe 
Hh^"’f having commenced inlheprevioiisquarter willonly be recognised as commencements where

either ol the criteria set out in pariigraphs lb and 17 of the explunainry notes is satisfied

I2l new p„».c,.,ng ba.is^.Uo usc.from ihc Sepicmber „uancr 19« I on.„d,,. oncmonlh lagged (r.me.,.,1. nl appro,.I,„ ihe ba,„ for ,ele, l,.,n 
of new other dwe me lohs and new niher hmlilma mli. bh u.»ii >. r... k...... k..:ij__ ■ kof new other dwelling |obs and new other building (ohs as well as for new house building jobs

1.1) For more information »bout the new and old processing basis, please study the explanatory notes in this publication

♦ Commonwealth of Australia 1982 Primed by C J I hompson. Commonwealth iiovernmeni Primer, Canberra
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