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STATISTICAL BULLETIM ; BEE-FARHIMG. AUSTRALIA. 1969-70

In the following statement, bee-farming statistics for each State are 
confined to apiarists with five or more hives except in New South Wales and Queensland. 
In Mew South Wales, since 1966-67, details relate to bee-keepers with six or more hives. 
In Queensland, prior to 1966-67, details relate to bee-keepers on rural holdings with 
five or more hives and to bee-keepers not on rural holdings with ten or more hives.

p

S7I-IB0L3 USED IM THIS BULLETIM

- Preliminary. Subject to revision
n.a. - Mot available.
., Mil or less than half the final digit shown.

IJOTE. Any discrepancies hetvreen totals and sums of components in tables are due to 
rounding.

TABLE 1. - BSE-FARMUG, AUSTRALIA

Kiunber 
of 

apiarists 
(a)

Be ehives

Pro­
ductive

Unpro- 
duc tive Total

'000 •000 '000

Honey produced

Quan­
tity

Gross 
value

1965-66 
1966-67 ' 
1967-68 
1968-69
1969-70? - 

N.S.W, 
Vic.
Qld
S.A.
W.j'i.
Tas.
A.C.T.

AUSTRALIA

(a) See comments

5,546
5,475
5,902
5,470

1,805
1 ,256

992
798
410
220
37

5,518

310
319
360
301

135
129
111
157

446
448
472
458

•000 
lb

39,985
35,158 
43,958 
29,081

$'000

4,103
3,765
4,259
2,782

Average 
production 
per produo- 
tive hive 

lb

128.9
110.2
122.0
96.6

Beeswaz 
produced.

Quan­
tity

Gross 
value

5'000

519
477
609
425

224
224
367
263

138
77
39
68
37

8
1

368

47
25
21
11
8
2

185
102
60
79
45
10 

1

18,731
8,220
3,144

10,638
7,409

821
109

1,648
1 ,208

238
944 
600
123

11

136.2
106.3
79.7

157.2
199.4
103.4
125.2

254
103
49

157
99
13

1

148
77
18
88
58

7
1

114 482 49,072 4,772 133.4

on coverage (in terms of bee-keepers included) above.

TABLE 2, - HOMEY PRODUCTION, AUSTRALIA ('000 lb) *

1965-66 1966-67 1967-68 1968-69

676 397

Hew South Males 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania
Aust. Cap. Territory

7,343 
9,608
1,472 
9,929

10,923 
630
80

10,580 
7,160
3,461
6,588
6,882

385 
100

21,014 
7,580 
4,116 
6,844 
3,410

841 
153

10,654 
3,638 
1 ,718 
5,770 
6,5?3

671 
78

1969-70
P____

18,731
8,220
3,144

10,638
7,409

821
109

Percentage change, 
1969-70 on 1968-69

75.8
125.9
83.0
84.4
13.1
22.4
39.7

AUSTRALIA 39,985 35,158 43,958 29,081 49,072 68.7

Reference Mo. 10.3
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TABLE 3. - NUHBER OF APIARISTS, AUSTRALIA, 1969-70 

BY inriBER OF BBSHIVES KEPT

Number of 
hives_____

5-9
10-19
20-29
30-39
40-49
50-59
60-69
70-79
80-89
90-99

100-124
125-149
150-174
175-199
200-249
250-299
300-349
350-399
400-499
500-599
600-799
800 and over

H.S.W. Vio. Qld S.A. W.A. Tas. Australia

TOTAL

(a) 200 
430 
236 
129 
122

93 
49
43 
38
40 
75
23 
43
19 
40
31 
45
24 
43
27 
22

_____51
1,805

257
274
130

81
67
49
33
24
28
22
66
19
40
13
37
31
19
11
14
18
14

____ 2.
1,256

357 
240 
102
70
36
34
13
20

6
5

23
6
4
3

19
7
8
4
5
7

10 
_12.

992

150
136
69
42
57
36
35
15
16
17
41
16
19
20
26
18
32

5
19
14
9
6

798

102
88
45
24
15
18
4

10
5
2

10
8
7
5

16
4
4
4

11
10
11

__L
410

80
64
15
19

5
7
2
2
1
2
3
5
5
1
2
1
1

220

1,146 
1,232

597
365
302
237 
136
114
94
88

218
77

118
61

140
92

109
48 
93
76

138

(b)5,518

(a) 6 to 9 hives. (bj Includes 37 apiarists in the Australian Capital Territory.

1
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TABLE 4, - iroi-iBER OF PRODUCTIVE HIVES, AUSTRALIA, 1969-70 

BY ICT'SER OF BEEHIVES KEPT

ifumher of
hives______

5-9
10-19
20-29
30-39
40-49
50-59
60-69
70-79
80-89
90-99

100-124
125-149
150-174
175-199
200-249
250-299
300-349
350-399
400-499
500-599
600-79 9
800 and over

H.S.W. Vio. Qld S.A. W.A. Tas. Australia

TOTAL

(a) 6 to 9 hives. 
Territory

(a) 566 
2,209 
2,254 
2,170 
2,687 
2,817 
1,629 
1,554 
2,161 
2,802 
4,785 
2,054 
4,682 
2,797 
6,697 
6,884

11,379 
7,341

15,131 
12,545 
12,404

137,553

802 
2,044 
1 ,657 
1,537 
1,545 
1,510 
1,289 
1 ,243 
1,644 
1,613 
4,814 
2,038 
4,886 
1 ,737 
5,543 
5,783 
5,013 
2,962 
6,063 
7,892 
8,082 
7.600

77,297

1,135 
1,567
1,189
1,275 

664
965 
320
746
406
264

1,476 
455 
360 
175

3,150 
1,177
2,242 
1,310
1,810 
3,125 
4,466

.1U172.

39,449

421 
944
893 
870

1,756 
1,229 
1,557

849 
1,101 
1,359 
3,588 
1,407 
2,522
3,398 
5,248 
4,593
8,908 
1,810 
7,344 
6,708 
5,190 
5.932

67,677

316 
524
560
322
279
555
140
582
338
157
625
641
710
835

2,799
990

1,170
1,350
4,396
4,848
6,270 

_8J12.

37,156

1
(b) Includes 869 productive

329 
492
244 
538 
167 
306 
100 
109
65 

141 
213 
585 
619 
150 
330 
200 
250

314

2,790

7,942

3,569 
7,780 
6,797 
6,712 
7,098 
7,382 
5,035
5,083 
5,715 
6,336

15,501 
7,180

13,779 
9,092

23,767 
19,627 
28,962 
14,773 
35,058 
35,118

102,710

(b)367,943

hives in the Australian Capital



TABLE 5, - TO TAI HUMBER OF BEEHIVES, AUSTRALIA. 1969-70 

BY NUMBER OF BEEHIVES KEPT

Number of 
hives

5-9
10-19
20-29
50-59
40-49
50-59
60-69
70-79
80-89
90-99

100-124 
125-149
150-174 
175-199
200-249 
250-299 
500-549
550-599 
400-499 
500-599 
600-799
800 and over

TOTAL 

(a) 6 to 9 hives.

Number of 
hives

5-9
10-19
20-29
50-59
40-49
50-59
60-69
70-79
80-89
90-99

100-124
125-149
150-174
175-199
200-249
250-299
500-549
550-599
400^99
500-599
600-799
800 and over

H.3.W.

(a) 1,495 
5,854 
5,504 
4,226
5,247 
4,772 
5,026
5,092 
5,114
5,754 
7,911
5,100 
6,286
5,554 
8,441
8,524 

15,795
8,605 

18,108 
14,047 
14,547 
58,085

184,705

TOTAL

6 to 9 hives.

Vic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tas, Australia

1,655 
5,755 
5,012 
2,641 
2,898 
2,499 
2,092
1,802 
2,290 
2,055 
6,872 
2,555 
6,245 
2,554 
7,558 
8,085 
6,024 
4,047 
7,006 
9,565
9,008 
8.150

102,100

2,518
5,097
2,441
2,505
1,548
1,795

809
1,457 

486
465

2,515
812
654
555

4,125
1,858
2,485
1,475
2,170
5,710
6,499

16.518

60,067

948 
1,778 
1,599 
1,568 
2,499 
1,857 
2,195 
1,107 
1,519 
1,568 
4,579 
2,185 
2,996 
3 ,669 
5,571 
4,964 
9,902 
1,870 
8,117 
7,109 
5,752 
6,211

78,961

669 
1,197 
1,050

805
625
944
250 
717
418
185 

1,041 
1,077 
1,070

924 
5,545 
1,010 
1,220 
1,485 
4,576 
5,256 
7,022

10.252

45,076

556 
802 
556 
657 
221
575 
125 
147
85 

180 
517 
657 
795 
178 
440 
250 
500

454

5,520

10,209

Tb) Includes 1,206 hives in

7,619 
16,461 
15,742 
12,000 
15,056 
12,258
8,495 
8,522
7,710 
8,167

25,055 
10,586
18,022 
11,212 
29,478 
24,489 
55,724 
17,542 
40,451
59,667

125,544

(1)482,524

the Australian Capital Territory,

TABLE 6. - PRODUCTION OF HONEY. AUSTRALIA, 1969-70 

BY NUMBER OF BEEHIVES KEPT 
('000 lb)

N.S.W.

(a) 19
95 

118
155 
144
182 
114 
122 
157
244 
408 
155 
446
502 
757

1,050 
1,618 
1,018 
2,241
2,410 
2,004 
5.055

18,751

Vic.

52
94
77
85
79
97
91
91

126
105
442
150
546
158
491
741
550
565
834
995

1,140
1 ,128

3,22

Qld S.A. W.A. Tas. Australia,

59
59
60
44
55
50
21
54
18
27
76
21
18
8

257
56

186
87

296
217 
590

1.167

5,144

18
47
54
52

142
115
158
85

119
119
427
158
579
425
816
628

1,457
590 

1,478 
1,455 
1,211

946

10,6'5 5

10 
24
20 
19
14
65

6
65
17

5
44
55 

110
78 

476 
111 
278 
531

1,207 
964

1,640 
1.871

7,409

15
20
14
59

8
20

5
2
4

18
11
68
55
22
25
25
16

58

458

821

151
557
545
572
420
529
595
597
421
518

1,408
585

1,554
975 

2,822 
2,571 
4,065 
2,191 
6,144 
6,057

16,970

(b)49,072

(b) Includee 109,000 lb in the Australian Capital Territory.



4.
TABLE 7, - EXPORTS OF HOIIEY, AUSTRALIA (a) 

(Australian produce only)

Country of destination - 
Denmark
Germany, Ped, Rep, of
Japan
Malaysia
Mozambique
Pakistan
Saudi Arabia
United Kingdom
Other countries

State of final shipment -
Ifew South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania

TOTAL

196'
'000 lb

'-68
SA'OOO >000 lb

1968-69
$A' 000 •000 lb

1969-70
SA'OOO

)

)
n.a.

27
28
65
53
12
8

68 
700 
2^

1,307 
514
302 
301
218 
225
242 

7,361 
1.275

101
50

106
85
22
28
76

746
265

602
673
409
272
275
376
101 

10,542 
.„■bJAl,

54
66
59
78
32
41
33 

1,079 
■ 222..

n.a.

n.a.

284
254
236

95
309

20

1,196

2,362 
2,155 
2,397 
1,626
3,531

174

12,246

306
247
278
169
456

___ 22.
1,479

2,815 
3,188 
1,508 
2,214
4,748

222

14,695

(a) Imports of honey amounted to 43,105 lb, valued at $12,526 in 1967-68; 
valued at $21,104 in 1968-69 and 181,176 lb, valued at $36,438 in 1969-70,

TABLE 8, - EXPORTS OF BEESWAX, AUSTRALIA (a)

(Australian produce only)

Country of destination - 
Germany, Ped. Rep, of 
Japan
United Kingdom 
Other countries

State of final shipment - 
Kev South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland
South Australia 
Western Australia

TOTAL

'000 lb
1967-68

SA'000 '000 lb
1968-69

lA'OOO

65
57

318

145
143
77
52

471

46
38

214 
_22.

100
96
53
34 

^8

321

16
49

235
1.

36
88
80
24
73

301

10
33

155
1.

24
59
54
16

-Ji
200

392
359
159
234
597

■dn

1,772

79,279 lb,

'000 lb
1969-70

ÍA'OOO

29
215

6

5 
62 
44 
58 
81

250

(a) Imports of beeswax are not recorded separately, but are considered to be
negligible.
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ilOTE.

19
143

4

3
41
29
37
54

166

J.P. O'llEILL
ACTING COHMOHWEALTH STATISTICIAIT

Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
49 0211 extension 382 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of 
the Bureau of Census and Statistics.




