
■3^
Australian 
Bureau of 
Statistics

Catalogue No. 4382.0
EMBARGOED UNTIL 11.30 A.M. 18 MAY 1992 ; NEW ISSUE *

1989-90 NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY 
SMOKING, AUSTRALIA

This publication contains statistics about the prevalence of smoking among adults in Australia and the characteristics 
of those people who smoke, cx-smokers and people who have never smoked. These statistics have been compiled 
from data collected in the 1989-90 National Health Survey and represent a selection of those available. The survey 
did not collect information about pa.ssivc smoking and its effects.

The term smoking refers to any fixm of tobacco smoking, including manufactured (packet) cigarettes, pipes, cigars 
and roll-your-own cigarettes. Comparisons between the results from the 1989-90 NIIS and the 1977 Alcohol and 
Tobacco Consumption Pattem.s Survey arc included in order to identify trends in the prevalence and patterns of 
smoking in Australia.

MAIN FEATl’RKS

• An estimated 3.5 million people, representing 28 per cent of adult Australians (aged IX and over) are 
smokers.

• The number of adult smokers ha.s declined from 37 per cent in 1977. lluuever, the percentage of people 
who have never smoked has changed little, indicating that the lower proportion of current smokers in 
1989-90 is attributable to an increase in people giving up smoking, rather than a decline in the proportion 
of people taking up smoking.

• Smokers are commencing smoking at younger ages than in the past (96% of 18 to 24 year olds who smoke 
commenced smoking al ages less than 20 compared with 58% of people aged 65 and over).

• Overall, a higher proportion of males were smokers than females (32% and 25% respectively), but the 
proportion of smokers in the 18 to 24 year age group wa.s the same for both .sexes (36%).

• Smoking is most prevalent among New Zealand born people living in Australia (39%) while people born in 
Northeast and .Southern Asia reported the lowest prevalence of smoking (18%).

• The survey found that one-half of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population smoke compared to 
les.s than one-third of non-Aboriginal people.

• Almost three-quarters of cigarette smokers (73%) said they had tried to give up smoking.

• For persons aged 45 years and over the prevalence of bronchitis and emphysema as a long-term condition 
was higher among smokers and ex-smokers (7%) than people who had never smoked (3%).

INQUIRIES

For further information about National Health Survey output contact Brian Richings on Canberra (06) 252 5786 or 
any ABS State Office.
For information about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back page of this publication.
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Prevalence of Smoking
From data obtained in the 1989-90 NHS it is estimated that 3.531,000 people, or 28.4 per cent of the Australian 
population aged 18 and over, are smokers. This includes people who smoke packet (manufactured) cigarettes, roll- 
your-own cigarettes, cigars and pipes. A further 2,891,000 people or 23.2 per cent of Australian aduli.s were 
ex-smokers while the remaining 48.4 per cent of adults in Australia reported never having smoked regularly.

There has been a significant reduction in both the number and percent of adult smokers in Australia when the results 
of the 1989-90 NHS arc compared with estimates obtained in the 1977 Alcohol and Tobacco Consumption Patterns 
Survey (Cat. No. 4312.0). For example, in the 1977 survey, 37.2 per cent of adult Australians aged 18 and over were 
smokers, compared with 28.4 per cent in 1989-90. It appears that the decrease in the overall prevalence of smoking in 
adults over this period is largely attributable tn persons who have given up smoking (from 16.3% in 1977 to 23.2% 
in 1989-90). The percentage of people who have never smoked has changed little, from 46.5 per cent in 1977 to 48.4 
per cent in 1989-90, indicating that the take up rale of smoking has changed only slightly over this period.

CHART I. PKRSON.S AitKI) IS VEAR-S ANDOVER: SMOKER STATICS, 
AtlSTRAtJA, I»77 ANU HS9.M
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Sex and age characteristics
A higher proponion of adult males than females arc smokers (32.1% and 24.7% respectively). Both the number and 
proportion of smokers is higher among males than females in all age groups, with the cxccptitm of the 18 to 24 year 
age group. In this age group some 35.9 per cent of males and 36.0 per cent of females reported smoking.

TABLE I. PERSONS AGED IS YEARS AND OVER: SMOKER STATl'S BY AGE AM) SEX, 
AfSTRAl.IA, 1977 AND 1989-90

(Per cent)

K'">V

Smoker status 18 24 25-44 45-64
65 and 

over Maies FerrvUes Persons

Î9(t9-9<i

Smoker 
Ex-smoker 
Never smoked

36.0
10.4
53.7

32.3
21.0
46.6

26.0
28.1
45.9

13.4
34.3
52.3

32.1
28.8
39.1

24.7
17.8
57.4

28.4
23.2
48.4

1977

Smoker 
Ex-smoker 
Never smoked

39.9
8.6

51.5

41.1
14.6
44.3

37.2
20.6
42-2

20.2
22.7
57.1

45.4
22.8
31.8

29.0
10.0
61.0

37.2
16.3
46.5

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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When compared with the results of the 1977 survey, figures show that the decrease in the proportion of adult males 
who smoke, (a decline of 13 percentage points) was much larger than that of females (a decline of 4 percentage 
points). Decreases in the proportion of smokers were recorded in all age groups, but was highest in the age group 45 
to 64 years, and lowest in the 18 to 24 year age group.

CHART 2. PKR.SONS AGED tX VKAR.S AND OVER: .SMOKER STATL'.S BY AGE AND SEX, 
austrai.ua, I’SS »0
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In toial, three quarters (75.5%) of current and ex-smokers of cigarettes reported commencing regular smoking at ages 
less than 20 years. More males than females started smoking al younger ages; 19.3 per cent of males and 11.3 per 
cent of females started smoking al ages less than 15 years. When the figure.s arc cros.s-tlassificd by current age 
(Table 2), they indicate that people, particularly females, arc starting to smoke al younger ages than previously. 
Among female smokers and ex smokers aged IK to 24 years at the time of the survey. 22.3 per cent started al an age 
less than 15 years compared with 11.4 per cent and 6.6 per cent rcspccuvcly. for those aged 25 to 44 and 45 to 64 
years.

TABLE 2. PER.SONS Wilt) ARE Cl RRENT CIGARiTTE SMOKER.S AM» EX-CIGARfTTE SMtJKERS; 
AGE COMMENCED .SMOKING REGLLARI.V BV CVRRKNT AGE BY SEX.

Al STRAUA, l»W »0
(Per cenl)

Agt commenctd 
smoiiing regularly 
(ytart) 1924 25-44 Total

Les« than 15 
15-19 
20-24 
25 and over

Main
21.9
72.8

5.3

17.3
63.2
15.3
4.2

202 
55.1
182 
6.5

21.4
47.h
21.2
9.8

19.3
59.5
15.9
5.2

Less than 15 
15-19 
20-24 
25 and over

22.3
73.9

3.8

11.4
66.6
16.4
5.6

Females
66 

48.1 
24.5 
a).7

5.4
34.5
26.2
33.9

11.3
59.5
17.4
11.8

Less than 15 
15-19 
20-24 
25 and ova*

22.1
73.4
4.5

14.7
64.7
15.8
4.8

IWsuns
15.2 
52.6 
^.5 
11.7

15.6
42.8
23.0
18.6

16.0 
595 
16.5
8.0

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

45 Ö4
¿5 aitd 

ovtr

austrai.ua
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States and Territories
The prevalence of smoking varied across States and Territories with Victoria reporting the lowest proportion of 
emAkoec AQLX nnri ikn 'T’__— __ -____ __ .! v * *smokers (27.6%) and the Northern Territory the highest proportion (39.8%).

TABLE 3. PERSONS AGED IB AND OVER; SMOKER .STATUS, STATES AND TEKKrrOKIPLS, 
l»IW■90

(Per cent)

Smoker status NSW Vic Qid SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust

Smoker 
Ex-cmuker 
Never •moked
Total

28.8
22.7
48.6

100.0

21A
22.9
49.5 

too.o

284
24.8
46.8

100.0

27.8
23.7
48.5

100.0

28 I
23.5
48 4

100.0

28.8
23.3
4g.U

100.0

398
178
42.4

100.0

30.3
22.9
468

100.0

28.4
23.2
484

100.0

picre is little difference in du: prevalence of smoking by people in capital cities and people in other areas of Stales. 
For example in all capital cities combined. 28.0 per cent of adulLs were smokers, compared with 29 I per cent in the 
rest of Australia.

Aboriginality
The survey found that 49.7 per cent of Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders were smokers compared with 28.2 per 
cent of tilP rwm-Alwtointtl *«%.*•*.>«* .u. ai__  • • .* . • . ■ .f .. .. , . --------- ---------------------------- VWIIijlUIVM WIUI XO.4 ptT
cent of the non-Abongin.d populatam. Although the younger age structure of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander__ , •. r ....... ----- ® ® «..W. r»nn<|^ii*ui (UlU IMIIV» OUilll l.MUI 
populauon contributed to this difference, the proportion of Aboriginals and Torres Strait islanders who smoke was
higher in all age groups, except in tlie age group 65 years and over.

TABLE 4. PEOPLE AGED IB AND OVER: SMOKER STATI S BV 
ABORIGINALTTY

AI STRALIA. I»B4-»O 
(Prr mill

Smoksr status Nou Ahortgutal
Abortgiual anJ Torres 

Strati hlaruier

Smoker 
H* -unoker 
Nevci uTKiked

282
23 3
48 5

49 7
18 1
322

Country of Birth
New Zcahnd bom adults living in Australia had the highest prevalence of smoking with an estimated 38.5 per cent 
who smoke. People bom in Northern Europe had the second highest prevalence of smoking (37.9%) followed by 
people bom in the Middle East (35.5%). The lowest prcvalentc of smoking was recorded among people bom in 
S^lhcrri andI Northeast Asia (18.1%). The low prevalence of smoking among Soulhcasi Asian bom people and those 
bom in Northeast and Southern Asia, can be aiDibuicd largely to the low prevalence of smtAing in the female 
population of those birthplaces (9.5% and 7.0% respectively).

TABLE S. PER.SONS At:E:D IB AND OVER: SMOKER STATUS BV UOI NTRV OF BIRTH 
AUSTRALIA. 1989-90 

(Per ceno

Birthpiact Smoker F.S smoker Never smokeii

Australia
Overseojr born 

Ntmr Zealand 
Other Oceania 
Uiwed Kingdom and Ireland 
Southern Europe 
Western Europe 
Other Europe and USSR 
Middle East 
Southeast Asia
Northeast and Southern Asia 
Northern America 
AU other countries
Tout

28.6 
27.7 
38.5
21.1
29.4 
264
28.9 
28.9 
35J 
19.0
18 1 
24.2 
24.8 
28.4

22.4 
254 
26.3 
21.5 
31.8 
20.9 
32.7 
29.6 
18.6 
10.5 
16.2 
27.4 
25.0 
23J

49.0 
46.9 
35.3
57.3 
38.8
52.T 
38.4 
41.5
45.9
70.5
65.7 
48.4
50.1
48.4
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Occupation
Results of the survey show that the prevalence of smoking differs between occupaDon groups. The highest prevalence

*“ •Ubouiers and Related Woriters’ (40.3%), ’Plant and Machine Operauirs and Drivers'
(39.8%) and Tradespersons' (37.8%). In contrast, only 17.3 per cent of ’Professionals’ reported they cuircnlJy smoked

TABLE ». EMPLOYED PEKSON.S AGED 1« TO 64 YEARS: SEX BY 
MAIN rX’CtlPATIONl«) BY SMOKER STATUS. AUSTRALIA, 191(9.90 

{INr cent)

Maui Occttpatum Smoktr Ei ifnoktr Ntvtr Smoktd

Managen and At^intiirslari 
Pn>fei»M)nal>
Para Profetiionali
Tradctpenoit
Cleris
Salesperwna and
Per«<vial Service Wurlten 

Plant and Machine Opentori 
and Drivers

Ijihuurcn and Related Worierc 
Not ttaied(h)
TuUi

27.9
17.3
26.7
37.8
27.6

260 
2t.9 
2S.3 
22.4 
198

46.1
608
48.0
39.8
32.6

l>6 49 I

398
403
15.3
28.4

234
198
383
234

368
399
46,5
48.4

323

(•> At the unw ai iniefVMw (b) Includ« dcfcnc« penonncl mt cUcwhctc fUnified

A hig^r ^portion of tho.se unemployed were smokers (43.5%) than employed persons and those not in the labour 
force (31.2% and 27.5% respectively). This pattem was similar for all age groups.

Type of .Smoking
Of all smokers, 90.2 [x:r cent smoke only manufactured packet cigareucs and a funher 2.2 per cent smoke packet 
cicelies as well as cigars and/or pipe. Manufactured packet cigarettes are the most popular type of smoking across 
all age grmps. However, this form of smoking is less common in older age gnxips than among younger smokers. For 
cx^plc, 96.1 per cent of smokers aged between 18 and 24 smoke manufactured packet cigarettes compared with 
73.0 per cent of smokers aged 75 years or more. Roll-your-own cigareucs were the next most common form of 
smoking, reported by 5,7 per cent of current smokers.
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Quunlity Smoked
Adull fcmalc.'i reported smuking less than males. Some 71.6 per cent of female smokers of packet cigarettes reported 
smoking on average 20 cigarettes or lcs.s per day, compared with 58.4 per cent of male smokers. For both male and 
female cigareuc smokers the number of cigarcttc.s usually smoked per day was highest in the middle age groups. For 
example, 51.6 per cent of male smokers aged 45 to 54 years smoked more than 20 cigarettes per day. The age group 
reporting the highest consumption of cigarettes among femalc.s was 35 to 44 years (35.9% of cigarette smokers 
smoked more than 20 cigarettes per day).

TABLE 7. SMOKERS OE PAfKirr CICARfmES; NUMBER OE fUiAREmES USLALI.V 
SMOKED PER DAV BY AGE: ANU SEX, 

AUSTRALIA, 1 ISV.90 
(Per cent)

» jrattp (yfOfi)
Number of 
citantiti

One to ten 
Eleven to twenty 
More than twenty 
Total

18 24

380
398
222

100.0

25^

25.0
35.7
393

100.0

45-64

21.5
36.9
41.5

100.0

65 am/ 
over Malti ftfftaiat Ptttotu

36.2
37 9
26 0

100 0

225
359
416

100.0

33 4
38 2
284

100.0

276
370
35 4

100.0

Fcmalc.s also reported lower tar and nicotine intake than males. This is due in part to the lower overall smoking 
levels of females, but is also the result of a teiKlcncy among female smokers to smoke cigarettes with lower 
tar/nicotine content. Over half (54.3%) of female cigarette smokers said they usually smoked cigarettes with a tar 
content of 10 mg or less, compared with 37.3 per cent of males. A slighdy higher proportion of smokers in younger 
and older age groups reported smoking low tar/nicotine cigarettes than smokers of middle age.

Also evident was a relationship between duration of smoking and the tar and nicotine content of the cigarettes 
smoked. In gctKral, the longer the duration of smoking the greater the proportion of smokers who smoked cigarettes 
with higher tar and nicotine levcLs - sec Table 8. For example, 25.4 per cent of persons who had smoked for 20 
or more smoked cigarettes with a tar content of 14 mg or more, compared with 13.7 per cent of those who had 
smoked for less than five years.

years

TABLE ». .SMOKERS OE PACKErr ('l(iARE7l'l'E;S: TAR AND MfOTISE: I'OVTEVT OE CKJARErTTEa«
tSl'Al.I.V SMOKEiU BV IIVRATIOS OE SMIIKINO, Al ST'RALIA, l9lt«.«0

(Her ceni)

Ptfdiiow of imatiMf (y^arsj
Tarfnicotuu cameni par cigaretie Under 3 T5" 10 tv and orer Taiai

Tar content ■
Leu thtm 5 mg 
5 « 10 mg 
11 - 13 mg 
14 mg or more 
Not Haled 
ToUl

18 0 
32.2 
28.4
13.8
7.6 

100.0

189
26.7
31.1
181
5.1

100.0

20.3
25.2
26.S
22.4
5.5

100.0

196
24.3
23.7
25.4

7.1
100.0

19.5 
258
26.2
22.1
64

100.0

Nicotine coment * 
Leu ih«i 0.9 mg 
0.9 • 1.4 mg 
1.5 mg or more 
Not staled 
Total

45.3
31.6
11.1
12.0

100.0

43.2
34.7 
I5J
6.6

100.0

434
31 9
17.9
68

100.0

41.2
31.6
19.0
82

100.0

42.6
32.2
17.2
8.0

100.0
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Health statuK
A slighiiy higher proportion of people who have never smoked reported being in gtxxl w excellent health (81.9%) 
than did smokers and ex-smokers (76.6%) as shown in the chart below.

('HART X MKLK-ASSKKSKU HEALTH STATUS BY SMOKER STATUS 
AUSTRALIA, 1989 90

60

Smoker lU smoker Never smoked

liKccUenl

■ Fair

■ Kkw

■ Cioud

Health risks which have been associated with smoking include respiratory conditions such as emphysema, cancers of 
the respiratory system, stroke and thrombosis. For persons aged 45 years and over and particularly at ages 65 years 
and over the prevalence of brofKhiti.s and emphysema as a long-term condition was higher among smokers and 
cx-smokers than people who have never smoked (10.7% of current smokers aged 65 years and over compared with 
3.4% of persons in this age group who had never smoked). Of current smokers aged 45 years or more who reported 
bronchitis and emphysema as a long-term condition almost all (99.3%) had smoked for 10 years or more. Of 
ex-smokers reporting bronchitis and emphysema the majority (76.5%) had smoked for 10 years or more. A higher 
proportion of cx-smokers in this age group reported heart disease (7.7%) compared to people who arc current smokers 
(4.0%) or who have never smoked (4.6%) suggesting that the condition may have been a factor in their decision to 
give up smoking.

TABLE ». PER.SONS AGED « YtJSRS AND OVER: AGE BY SMOKER STATLS BY 
SEl.EtTED LONG-TERM CONDITIONS, AI STRAI.IA, ini '»

(Pw cent)

45 64 rpMf65 and &v^r

Typa irf condiiton Smolur
£x- 

Smoktr
Ntvtr

SmaluKl

Ntvtr
Srnoked Sfnok^

£x 
Snoktr

Ntvtr 
Stftoktd

Arthritis 
Asthma 
Bronchitis, Emphysema 
Neoplasm 
Hypertension 
Heart Disease 
Atherosclerosis 
High cholesterol 
Cerebrovascular disease<a)

19.9
3.1
5.8
2.8

12.6
2.5
0.5
4.3
0.9

21.8
5.9
4.4
3.1

16.8
4.9 
0.5 
13.
0.5

22.5
3.1
2.4
3.1

17.0
2.1
0.2
6.9 
0.4

34.9
5.6

10,7
6.4

18.8
9.2 
0.7
3.6
X7

38.3 
61
9.8
7.0

27.1
11.6
0.9
3.9 
3.3

40.5
4.6
3.4
4.9

31.0
8.4
0.9
4.4
2.4

234
5.2
6.9
3.7

14 0
4.0
0.5
4.2
1.2

2i.l 
60 
66
4.7

21.1 
7.7 
0.7
5.8
1.7

29.1 
49
X8
3.8

22.6
4.6 
OJ
3.9
1.2

No kmg-term condition 12.2 8.6 10.4 7.0 3.8 4.8 no 6.6 8.2

Ez 
Sntok^

(a) Includuif lAer efTecu of «rake.
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In contrast, the proportion of people with long-ierm hypcrtcnsiixi was higher among ex-smokers (21,1%) and pcrsixis 
who had never smoked (22.6%) than among current smokers (14.0%), This pattern was eixnmon to both the 45 lo 64 

groups aiKl lo both sexes, but was most evident amixig females aged 65 years and over.
Some 20.3 per cent of female smokers in this age group repixted hypertension compared with 33.1 per cent of 
females who had never smoked.

Smokrn who hâve allem pted lo give up smoking

(74.0%) than female» (71.4%). Males aged 35 lo 44 were
72.8 per cent reported they have attempted lo give up smoking; proportiixially more males 

nd iMkt Ihnn fem.u. Ill A«.» M„i„. likcly U) havc aUcmfiicd ki give up smoking (78.7%
or current smokers in this age group), while fix females, those aged 25 to 34 years were rmwe likcly lo havc 
aitcmpicd to give up smoking (74.9%).

Persons wto commenced smoking at a young age were mixe likcly to havc altcmpled U> give il up, for example 77.2 
^r cent of those who commenced smoking at ages less than 15 had attempted to give up smoking eixnpared with 
65.1 jwr cent of those who commenced smoking at ages 25 or more. The proportion of smokers who had Uicd lo quit 
was highest among smokers of ten years or imxc duration (75.4%), hut it is notable that even among persons who 
had recently started smoking the majority had tried 10 quit (59.0% of those who had smoked fix less than 5 years). 

The number of cigarettes usually smoked appears 10 havc liidc innucncc on whether smokers atlcmpi ui give up 
smoking. For example, of those who repixted smoking Iwcniy-onc to thirty cigarcues per day. 74.2 per ccnl had 
ailcmpied to give up smoking. This compares with 70.9 per ccnl of those who smoke one to ten cigarettes ¡«r day.

Reason.» for quilting smoking
The most commonly reponed reason for quilting smoking packet cigarettes was that smoking was 'hamiful lo 
healUVcancer/lung discase/hcart disease* (44.6% of ex-cigarcuc smokers). In conirasl. only 10.2 per ccnl rcporlcd 
expense as a reason for quiuing.

The rusons given for quilling smoking tended to differ according to the age al which ihc person quit, with reasons 
Accrv’intcn u/ltn til.lw«ahh ^1.4»___ __________z____• azw.associated with ill-health more often reported in older age groups (sec Table 10).

TABLE 10. EX SMOKERS OE' PAC KIT CIGARITTES: REASONS EOR 
QLITTIWi SMOKING BY AGE AT WHICH QI IT, 

At .STR A LIA, 19X9.90
(Per cent)

fitatotu fof 
fiuitutg towkuig

llamiful IO health/csncer/lung dtseateAiesn disease
Cough, sore ihrost
RoJucet fimeis/restncu activity
Other health reasom e.g. pregnancy
OtTensivc lo others
Expense
Lost inlerest. did not feel like it anymore
Other reasons
ToUK.)

Ihofi 2i

42
13 6 
ts.t
10.4
10.0
2S.4
104

100.0

Agf full (yforg)
25J4

440
70 

119 
161 
102 
Ito 
22.1 
11.9

100.0

47 I 
too 
100
95

94
2) 1
124

100.0

45 and ovtr

51 4 
11.1
60

116 
67 

lot 
17.5
109 

100.0

Total

44 6
SI 

10.3 
13.5
90 

10.2 
23.6 
11.4 

100.0
(a) Each pernio imy h<v« fcponad marc tfun m rcacon ferquittvif crnnkin*. and iheniofc conpooentt de ms edd le loiai«
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

The 1989-90 National Health Survey was conducted during the twelve months October 1989 to September 1990 and 
covered appniximatcly 22,200 private and special dwellings (e.g. hotels, motels, boarding houses) selected throughout 
Australia. Hospitals and nursing homes were excluded from the sample. Where possible, each adult member of 
selected households was interviewed by a trained ABS interviewer; an adult member of each household, usually a 
parent or guardian, was asked to provide infixmation about children in the household.

2. The National Health Survey »i, conc'iclcd over a full year, with an approximately equal number of households
selected for interview in each fortnight. As the estimates ore based on information obtained from occupants of a 
sample trf dwellings, they may differ from figures that would have been obtained if all dwellings had been included.

3. Information colleetcd in the survey included medical conditions experienced, actions people had taken in
relation to their health such as docux consultations, use of medications, episodes in hospital, and aspects of lifestyle 
and other factors which may influence their health such as smoking, alcohol cixisumpiion. exercise and height and 
weight. A range of demographic and socio-economic information was also collected. Women aged 18 to 64 years 
were invited to complete a small additional questionnaire on specific women's health issues.

4. Information obtained in the survey about smoking related to the tegular smoking of tobacco, excluding
the use of chewing tobacco and smoking of nsm-tobacco products. Regular was dcfincd as one or more cigarettes, 
cigars or pipes per day on average. Infixmatutn was coliccicd about whether respondents currently smoked, ex had 
ever smoked regularly, and characteristics of their smoking patu;m. In general, nxxe information was collected about 
current and ex-smokers of manufactured (packet) cigarettes than smokers of other tobacco products, since these make 
up the great majority of smokers. Informatiim cm the tar/nicoline content of cigarettes usually smoked was as reported 

respondents, often with reference to infixmation printed on their cigarette packet. Duration of smoking was derived 
from repixted age commenced smoking to current age (smokers) tx age quit smoking (ex-smokers) and hence takes 
no account of periods in the intervening lime when persons may have cca.scd smoking

5. Some under-reporting of smoking, both in terms of persons identifying as current smokers and in the quantities 
smoked may have occurred. While the mcthixlology used to collect data in this survey was similar to that used in the 
1977 Alcohol and Tobacco Consumption Patterns Survey some care should be taken in comparing results of the
surveys due to changes in health awareness and «Kial attitudes towards smoking which have occurred between the 
surveys and which may have affected the levels of under reporting.

6. Funher information about the coverage of smoking in the survey, together with general information about
the survey, its scope and coverage. ctMitent. methods and notes concerning the interprctalKxi of results (including 
comparability with previous ABS health surveys) arc ctxitoincd in the publication 1989-90 National Health Survey: 
Users' Guide (Cal. No. 4363.0). Information about the range of publications to be released from this survey, and the 
availability of unpublished results is contained in the information brtxhurc l‘M9 <X) National Health Survey: Products 
and Services which is available free of charge from any office of the ABS.
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For more information ...
The ABS publishes a wide range of information on Australia's economic and social 
conditions. A catalogue of publications and products is available from any of our 
Offices (see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service
Special tables or in-depth data investigations are provided by the ABS Information 
Consultancy Service in each of our Offices (see below for contact details).

Electronic Data Services
A growing range of our data are available on electronic media Selections of the most 
frequently requested data are available, updated daily, on Discovery iKey *656#) 
Our TelESTAts service delivers major economic indicator publications ready to 
download into your computer on the day of release Our PC Ausstats ser» ico 
enables on-line access to a data base of thousands of up-to dale lime series 
Selected datasets are also available on diskette or Co-noM. For more details on our 
electronic data services, contact Information Services in any of our Offices on the 
numbers below.

Bookshops and Subscriptions
There are over 500 titles available from the ABS Bookshops in each of our Offices 
You can also receive any of our publications on a regular basis Join our subscription 
mailing service and have your publications mailed to you in Australia al no additional 
cost Telephone our Publicalions Subscription Service toll free on 008 02 06 08 
Australia wide.
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SYDNEY (02) 268 4611 
MELBOURNE (03) 615 7000 
BRISBANE (07) 222 6351 
PERTH (09) 323 5140

ADELAIDE (08) 237 7100 
HOBART (002) 20 5800
DARWIN (089) 43 2111 
CANBERRA (06) 252 6627
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