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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 
MONTHLY FOOD GROUP INDEX NUMBERS, FEBRUARY 1974

This bulletin contains monthly Consumer Price Index numbers for the Food Group and its component sub-groups. 
The Food Group is the only group of the index for which prices are collected monthly. Quarterly index numbers for the All 
Groups Consumer Price Index and its groups and sub-groups (including the Food Group) are contained in the quarterly 
bulletin Consumer Price Index (Reference No. 9.1). Detailed information about the Consumer Price Index can be found in 
that bulletin and in Labour Report No. 56, 1971 (Reference No. 6.7).

2. Compared with the previous month, the Food Group index increased by 1.3% for the weighted average of the six
State capital cities. Changes in individual cities were ' Sydney +0.3%. Melbourne +2.0%, Brisbane -^.6%. Adelaide +2.2%, 
Perth ♦2.4%, Hobart +1.3%, Canberra +1.3%.

3. Recent monthly changes in the Food Group index have been as follows

PwcsnUge Chai^ from Preceding Month

Month
Six

Capitals (af

Per «nt

Sydney Melbourne Bnsbane Adelatde Perth Hobart Canberra

Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per «nt Per «nt

1972-73 - 
February 
March 
April 
May

1973-74 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February

+4.7 
+2.1 
+ 1.7 
+03 
+1.1

+23 
+23
+0.6 
+03 
+03 
+1.6

♦53

+03 
+0.7

♦23

♦ 13 
♦0.9 
♦0.7 
+ 1.6 
♦03

(a) Weighted average of tix Stale capital citiea

♦5.2
♦3.7

♦0.2

♦33 
+ 13 
+2.6 
+13 
+0.7

♦13 
♦2J 
♦ 1.9 
♦ 1.7

+1.8

+ 1.0

+1.«

♦3J

♦0.6
♦0.2
♦0.8

+0.7 
♦ 1.9 
♦(J.7 
+0.3

♦03
♦2.8

+OJ 
♦ 13
♦03

♦2.0

♦ 2.3 
♦ 33 
♦ 2.0 
♦0.7 
+03 
+0.7 
+23 
♦0.6

♦ 1.6
♦ 2.9
♦ 3.2

0.1
♦0.1

♦0.2
+0.3 
+1.0 
+0.7
0.6

+1.0
♦2.9
♦2.4

♦ 1.9

♦2.9
♦0.4 
+3.9

0.3
♦0.4

♦33 
♦2.5 
+2.9 
+0.3 
+1.0 
♦13 
♦ 1.6 
♦ 1.3

For the weighted average of the six State capital cities increases in the price of meat in all cities and decreases in
the price of potatoes in all cities except Perth were the main features of this month's total food index. The price of chocolate 
confectionery increased in all cities. The price of bread increased in Adelaide and Hobart.

5. Between February 1973 and February 1974 the Food Group index ‘‘or the weighted average of the six State capital
cities increased by 18.9%. Changes in individual cities during this twelve month period were : Sydney +19.1%, Melbourne 
+ 18.5%, Bnsbane+19.1%, Adelaide +20.5%, Perth +16.5%. Hobart +17.4%. Canberra +18.«%.

6. At the last link, December quarter 1968, the Food Group contributed 31.248 per cent to the total Consumer Price
Index aggregate for the weighted average of the six State capital cities. This is the only group for which prices are collected 
each month, the complete All Groups price index being prepared quarterly. For potatoes and onions, weekly prices are 
collected and averaged to arrive at monthly prices. Prices for other food items arc collected as at the middle of each month.

7. In analysing trends in food prices it should be remembered that some food prices are subject to significant irregular
fluctuations as a result of seasonality of supply and demand and other factors. These fluctuations frequently cause disparate 
movements in the index numbers for the various cities. Also, if these fluctuations occur in combination with significant 
changes in quantities consumed, index nun bers at aggregative levels, which are calculated with relative weights reflecting a 
normal pattern of consumption, are likely to be less reliable as general indicators of month-to-month movements during the 
relevant period.

6. The indexes measure price movements in each city individually. They do not provide a comparison of the retail
price *' e’ in any city with the retail price level of any other city.

9. Users of Figures in Table 1 should bear in mind that the ConsuMer Price Index is designed to measure the 
proportionate change in retail prices as combined in the rive major groups and nore particularly the total of the groups. For 
sub-groups or particular items, the index does not necessarily provide comprehensive and valid measures of price changes in 
those particular fields. Nor does it necessarily measure the relative influences of those classes of items in aggregate variations 
in prices. The Consumer Price Index is essentially a combination of selected items under various headings and not a dissection 
of total household expenditure into its component parts.
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Cnitp md aA-Gnuf

3

Osreal product* 
Oaky produce 
Prmrved fruk Md vapataMM 
Potatoeaand oaUona 
Sofi drink«, ice crean and 
confectionery

Other food («cept maat) 
Meat

Beef
Mutton
La^ 
hwfc 
Proceeeed moat

fyodGnup

Oereal product*
Dàry produce 
Fkmt^ fndt Md vefetabic* 
Botato«* and ordoat
Soft drink*, loe cm« and 
confactkmary

Other food («oept »eat) 
M«t

B«ar
Mutton
Lamb
Pori
PtocawaJ a«at (c)

Axn/ Grottp

OaiMl products 
Dairy produce 
Preserved fndt and vcpataUes 
Potatoes and anions 
Soft drink«, ice oeam and 
oonfectiooery

Other food (encept anat) 
Mnt

Beef
Mutton 
Lamb 
Park 
Pioceaaed meat (c)

Fbod Group

Caml products
D«ry produce 
heaermd fndt and vapatabfes 
Ibtatoee and onions
Soft drinks, ice oeam and 
confectiMmy

Other food (exoept meat) 
Mnt

Betd
Minton
Lamb 
hMk 
ho(ir‘T<1 meat (c)

Food Gfoup

TABU i.-COV88tJBffiR PUCK BWX 
PAmCULABS POa POOD GROUP AND RS BlMROOn 

lAWUABY 1974 A>8> PBBBUAKY 1974

tttia 
(0tuof«adtlii4tx : 

Yt» 196667• ¡00.0} fai

Ftnotnogg

Ftbnury duet Jntuary
1974 %

dVGm^/nrfar A»*d> OoedriOtdtdOy 
Sub-Gtotape. tte. to Totti fbf

Jtror^ 
1974

otpehdtx MutaGmifKi

WEICHTEP AVauCE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL OTIBS
148.4
126.9
114.3 
2617

1535 
1175
167.9
169.2 
197.0
185.2 
151.1
139.6 

/5U.2

150.7
127.8 
109.5 
28X6

156.3 
116.8 
176.0 
180.0
321.8 
195.0 
151.3 
136.5
/5JL5

147.8 
134.4
118.9 
27X3

15X6 
118.3 
1617
159.7 
181.3 
18X9 
1525
144.2 

/4&5

147.2 
135.1 
llXl 
300.6

\6S.S 
1161 
173.1 
1864 
177.7 
180.V 
1560 
137.3
/5i9

150.1 
127.3 
1145
2336

1573 
1164 
17X9 
1713 
208.3 
1965 
Im.6 
1415
/51/

ISU 
127.7 
109.9 
249.0

158.9 
117.0
178.7 
180.9 
2235 
2017
154.4 
139.1
1340

149.0
125.0
118.2
220.7

157.3 
119.0
1714 
165.3 
207.7 
2012
158.7 
147.0
Ì5I.4

148.3
135.3
115.6
237.6

149.5 
119.1 
17X3
189.5 
1869 
1916 
161.0
140.0
;5<9

IJ 
* 05 
+• 04 
-145

♦ II 
♦ 05 
♦ 35 
+> 15 
♦ 5.7 
♦ 7:2

3.0 
♦ 2.1

+ i.3

758
178
3.72 
1.17 
X55

S51 
7.94 
1.0 
1.27

629
3.93

19.11

47.0S

558
7.96
1.69
1.93

40j02

>0J4

8.03 
194 
X99 
1.20
X63

653
X95

19.79

47.63

+0.15 
+0.16 
+037 
+053 
+058

+0.13
+04)3
*0.68

SYDNEY
♦ 05
- 0.1
* 05
-112

* 03 
+■ 15 
♦ 05 
+• 05 
♦ 35 
♦ 10
+ 1.9

* ftj

7.n 
3.14 
X81 
1.21 
X45

5.96
8.33
1.6> 
140

4.17
338

19.40

47.W

5.99
633
1.66
111

*0J>3

+0.01
-029

♦ 05 
♦ 05
- 05 
-169

♦ 14 
+■ 05 
♦ 6.0
♦ 35 
+■14.6 
+■10.0

♦ 1.9
* 2.0

7.27 
146
351 
i37 
3.71

S.74
7.40
1.67 
132

61S
3.88

18.12

45.29

7.92 
X15 
X96 
1.23 
X5I

7.52 
252 
356 
1.22
X78

6.28
359

19.78

4S.03

9.79
7.66
1.66
158

6.30
350

19.20

46.17

+054 
+051 
+0.15 
+052 
+056

+0.11 
+051 
+050

^¡5

■H)/» 
*9JM 
-04)1 
-044

♦035 
+0J6 
+0.35 
♦055 
+0.07

+0.15 
+052 
+1.08

Hi89

BRISBANE
+■ 0.7
♦ 0.1
* 0.4
-21.0

$.59
8.33
1.84
160

5.63 
X34 
1.85 
105

+004 
«04» 
+0411 
-055

♦ 2.7 
+■ 05 
♦ 35 
♦ 1.7 
♦ 53 
■+ 6j6 
♦ 15 
+• 10
♦ a6

1041 
139 
350 
057
356

6.06 
All 

21.02
ia79 
152 
X73 
0.89 
X73

622
614

21.65

+0.16 
+053 
+0.63

49.54 49.8S

+0.18
+0.13
+0.23 
+052 
+057

*634
For footsotoi mo 4.
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TABU 1. - CONSUMUt nUCE INDEX - etnMtu^

JAWUAKY W4 AWP FEWUÀitY IW

Ma
(Btnof «db htécs :

Ì966-67• IM.0t
4* Giwift Itidt»

atibCntift. ttc. to Totd f9/

Gmm^ Mtf ttà>Gn0WF
Fttnttrv 

J9U

Ptrcftuaft 
du^

Ptbrvry 
¡974

Ch««*6i4!{
Gmtpt/Hdtx Mnn

Omal paodactt 
Oaky prodoce 
haaarvad fralt aad vapataMw 
ftotatomaad onio« 
Soft Maka, taa caaaai aad 
cMacMoaary

Othar (bod (ax«pl aaaat) 
Maat

Boar
Moton
Laa* 
h»fk 
fooeaaaad amt (c)

MGnup

ADELAIDE
1444
1214
1116
2214

151.1
1244
11A7
1918

♦ IX) 
-13.2

5.64
7.66
1.69
1.92

5.90
7.75
1.71
1.67

-H)46 
MIjO9 
■H)X)2 
-045

Ovaal pvodacu
Dairy prodace 
haainiil fruh aad «fdaMw 
ftMatoaa aad oaioat
Soft driaka. ice oraam aad 

ooafactioBary
Olhar food (axcapt aaat)

8«i
Mmu» 
La ab 
hxk
BtowimJ «Mt (d

Omal prodHds 
Dairy prodace 
haaarvad frail aad vapataMes 
tetda« aad oadoaa 
Soft driafcs. 1« oaaai aad 

coafoctfoaery
(Xkar food («capt raeat) 
M«t

Mattoe
Uad» 
Ptork 
fonraaaad aaai (cl

Mmf 

OMbI pndHds 
Mry pro^tcc 
Nmarvad fniR aad «ptubl« 
N»tal<M8 aad oaioM
Soft Ortaka. 1« ciaam aad 

oaofachoaafy
OtlMr food (CKoepi raaaO 
Hm(

Baar
Hattoafd)
Laad
hxfc
Ftooaaed aiaat (c)

1589 
1185 
1682 
157.5 
1911 
181.6 
1516 
1481
/47.J

1419
127.4
119.3
150.7

1584 
119.2 
1513
1464 
180.8 
1716 
1385 
1317
24/. 7

148.6 
1216 
1114
199.6

146.5 
118.5 
1513 
1681
162.9 
1494 
1484
1312 
/4/.5

147.1 
1187 
1080 
296.4

1518 
1114 
I71J 
1685 
2115 
1816 
170.1 
1385
Z499

158.3 
119.3
170.7 
1614 
199.3 
1954 
1594 
149.7
¡50.6

♦ 2.2 
♦ 0,7 
♦ 44 
♦ 24 
♦ 3J 
♦ 7» 
♦ 44 
♦ 3.9
* 2J

748 
113 
817
1.24 
163

6.W 
441 

».05

#7M

147.9 
128.0
119.3 
1511

159.3 
1194
159.4 
149.8
1916 
1917
140.7 
1354
/41/

1512 
l2Xt 
1117 
iai7

151.7 
1184
I58.I 
170.2 
1594 
160.3 
149.5 
1310
Ì43.6

1474
1188
1084
277.4

155.9 
1117
176.7 
1719 
21A7 
196.2 
1714 
137.1

/5/.a

FERTH
* 1.4 
* OJ

♦ 1.9 
♦ 04 
♦ 4.7 
♦ 2.0 
* 6J 
*11.6 
♦ 11 
♦ 1.0
♦ 2.4

887 
168
347 
1.07 
113

546 
822 
1.78
141

7.15
442

17.61

4W./J

80S 
123 
850 
149 
3.79

743
4.04

20.85

4&M

*0.17 
*0.10 
*043 
*0X35 
*0.15

*0.15
*043
*040

195 
825 
1.78 
1.53

7.22
4.04

1844
7M 
185 
832 
1.10 
116

4Z27

*0.14 
^.17 
4045 
4043 
-»043

♦0J>3

«0^2

*0.13 
*oxn 
*043

HOBART
♦ 3.1 
♦ 82
♦ 0.3 
- 8.5

♦ 15 
♦ OJ

♦ ij 
- 1.9 
♦ 7Ji 
♦ 0.7 
- 0.2

IJ

7.14
101
3.86
1.82
3.64

6.09
7.67
1.73
1.81

6.27
7.67
1.74
1.65

■»O.tt

-H)41
-0.16

5.60
4.11

1848

4S,47

7.23 
1.97 
814 
143
164

5.79
4.12

18.82

46.07

*049 
-0X>4 
*048
*041

*0.19
*041
*0.34

HÌ6C
CAWBERIU

♦ OJ 
♦ 0.1
* 0.4
- 64

♦ 2.0 
♦ OJ 
♦ 34 
♦ 3J 
♦ 0.6 
♦ 74 
♦ 1.9 
♦ 04

134 
4.03
1.33 
131

For foot»o<M Ma paca <.

5.86 
748 
1.68 
161

5.88
7J8 
1.69
144

*0D3

*0.01
-0.17

6.20
3.83

19.85

47.0

810 
136
833 
1.36
132

6.33
184

20.46

4&22

*045 
*042 
*0.»
*043 
*0.01

*0.13
*041
*041

*atfa



TABU 2 
CONSUMBB PRICE OOEX 

PAimCULAItS FOR POOD GROUP > SIX STATE CAPITAL OHM AND CANBERRA 
(BASE OP INDEX P(Mt EACH CITY AND FOR SIX RTATE CAPITAL CITIES OOMBMED : YEAR 196667« 1060) (a)

Nriod
Str 

arpimJrrel Sydney MeAoune BrtibMe AdeiaiOc l*ertk Hobart Cnibam

1971 - 
Hweb 
April 
htoy 
June 
Jah 
Attfusl 
Saplamber 
October 
November 
Dacember

1166 
1117 
114.7 
1167
1144 
115.8
1166 
1167 
1165
1168

1113 
1144 
1113
1115 
1112 
1167
117.7
117.8 
1174 
1174

1122 
112.8 
1161
1161 
1162 
1153 
115.9 
1163 
116.6 
1167

114.3 
1164
117.0 
1169 
117.1
117.7 
119.4 
1169 
117.6 
1164

109.2 
110.8
112.3 
111.4 
111^ 
1129
113.7 
1121
1133 
1122

1126 
114.7 
1153 
115.0 
114.2 
114.7 
114.8 
1153 
llS.t 
115.9

109.4 
110.0
110.6 
109.9 
109.8 
111.6 
1126 
1163
113.4 
112.3

no J 
111.4 
1124 
1112 
nil 
114.7 
115.4 
115.2 
114.9 
1144

1972-
January 
Fabrtsary 
Mveh 
April 
May 
June 
Jah 
Aupial 
Sepia mber 
October 
November 
December

117.5
117.6
117.5 
117.2 
117.5
117.7 
1169
120.2 
121.1
121.6 
121.7 
121.4

1122 
118.2 
1173
117.1 
1120
117.9 
119.5 
120.9 
1221
1228 
122.6
1221

117.7 
117.4
117.6 
117.7
117.6 
1173
118.6 
120.1
120.7
120.8
121.3 
121.2

119.6 
119.7 
119.7 
119.7 
119.7
119.6 
1194 
120.5 
121.4 
1229
124.3 
124.1

1127 
114.7 
115.1 
114.0 
1128
114.3 
116.4 
117.3 
1167 
119.0
119.0 
118.0

1166 
116.9 
1174
117.6 
1163 
119.6 
120.2
1214 
121.4 
121.1 
120.3
120.3

113.0 
1128
113.6 
1124
1161 
114.4 
115.1 
115.9 
1166 
117.6 
117.9 
118.3

114.5 
115.6
114.8 
1163 
115.7 
115.7 
116.2 
1184 
1194 
120.0 
119.7 
119.9

i9n~
lanttwy 
February 
Itbrcb 
April 
kby 
Jone 
July

S^Nember 
October 
November 
December

1222 
127.9 
130.6 
1328 
1368
135.3 
137.6 
141.5 
1461
145.9 
147.1
147.9

1226 
129.3 
130.8 
132.6 
1326
134.5 
1363 
1425
146.9 
148.7 
150.1 
151.1

121.5 
127.8 
1325 
134.6
1369 
1365 
137.6 
141.4
144.4

tv6.2 
146.7

125.7 
1301
131.7 
1361
136.4 
137.3 
140.4
145.4 
1463
149.3 
149.8
150.9

119.8 
125.0 
1269 
129.7 
1322 
1364 
1365 
140.5
145.0 
144.8
145.0 
145.5

1224 
124.6 
127.5 
128.8 
131.7 
134.1
1364 
134.8 
1362
137.1 
136.3 
137.7

118.4 
122.3 
1216 
124.4
124.6 
125.6 
1260 
1310
135.8 
136.3 
141.6 
141.2

120.5 
127.8 
128.7
131.2 
132.1 
1325 
1365 
139.9 
144.0
144.5 
145.9
147.6

1974- 
January 
February

150.2
152.1

153.5
154.0

148.5
151.4

1519
154.9

147.3
150.6

141.7
145.1

141.8
143.6

149.9 
lSt.8

I

rOlhTTS CONTRIBUTION TO AU GROUPS INDEX

October 1973
Novenrtier 1973
Dmmber 1973

4172
46.08
46.33

46.38
4683
47.13

46.07
48.22
48.58

47.04
47.12
47.28

44.66
44.38
44.86

4171
45.40
45.29

45.93
46.35
46.90

Daoenber querWr 197X0 46.04 46.7B b4Al 48.29 47.1S 44.63 44.80 46.39

Jaaiury 
Ffltaruwy

1974
1974

47.05
47.63

47.88
48.03

45.28
46.17

49J4 
49.88

47.86
48.94

46.15
47.27

4547 
46.07

47.62
4622

(i) Fl|uiee -xppewiM aA*r tbe deciaMl petal poeaeee lillle alfniflcBnc« for ffinerti tastistical purpceee. They ere ineerted to avoid the 
dbtortiofu th»! woeld occur In roundlnt oft the Oguret to the nearest whole number, (b) Aey (Hserepancies between tot^ and sunw of 
component» ta tbi» table are due to rounding. For ataiflar reanona monthly movements shomm by sub-troup or F<n>P indaa numbers do not 
neceiaaifly coreenpoed exactly with those shown by the relevant tadex pointa (c) Includes pouttry m from Dncemher quarter I9a>6 (d> Figure« 
tncorpoiate Imputsdion of Sy^y imitton price movements since March 1973. (a) Weighted aver^ of six State capital dtien (f) AverM* of 
three Btonfhn.

J. G. MILLER 
ActiiiB ConuDonwcalth Statisttd»

Awtntian Biveui of StBtbtics 
(Mon, A.CT. 2600

NOTE. Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canbens by telephoning Mr G. Simi on 63 9111 extension 
2054 or. in each State capital» by telephoning the office of the Australian Bureau of Statiriics.


