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0 Food and live animals
1 Beverages and tobacci»
2 Cruds materlalB
3 Mineral fUdSyCte
4 Anlmo^ and veitetable »Un, cU-
5 Chemical products
i Manufactured goods, by muteriai
7 Machinery and tranNp<»rt equipment 
B MiscclIanetwN manufucturvd artkiv« 
y Commodities and transaettonN n.e.s.

All iroups

January 1993 
anJ

January 1994 
%

•0,6 
•0.7 
•3,9
-6.6
-4.11
-1.2 
•1.4 
-2.5
•2.3 
-2.4

•2J

1.9 
-IIJ 
14.9 

■12.9 
-64 
-5.8
0.5 
1.9 

-0.3 
13.4

0.2

The All groups index decreased by 2.3 per cent in 
January 1994 (-2.7 index points).

Continuing falls in world oil prices (crude petroleum 
prices fell 8.7 per cent) and a further strengthening 
of the Australian dollar against the major trading
currencies were
decrease in the index in January.

the main contributors to the

The All groups index increased by 0.2 per cent 
between January 1993 and January 1994.
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• for further information about statistics in this publicalion and the avaitabilily of related 
unpublished slalisties coniacl Geoff Brown on Canberra (06) 252 5348 or any ABS Stale 
office.

• for information alroul other ABS statistics and services  contact Information Services 
on Canberra ((Xi) 252 6627,252 5402,252 6007 or any ABS Stale office.
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TABLE 1. IMPORT FRICE INDEX 
ALL GROUPS

(lUscuf Index: Year 1989-90 = lOO.Of

Period 

imoi 
i 991-92 
1992-93

Inriex 
numbers

hbT
102.7
112.1

príMWUí

3.2 
-0.5
9.2

■■

/992.95 _ 
Novernber 
Dece’nber 
January 
P'ebiuary 
March

May 
June

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December p 
January p

Category

All groups

112.2 
113.0
114.2 
1134
112 1 
112 3 
113.8 
116.8

116.9 
116.7
119.3
1J 8.9 
118.2
117.1
114 4

10.0
9.9
9.4
8.6
8 4
9.6
9.H

11.3

1.2
0.7
1.1

-0.7

0.2
1.3
2.6

9.3
6.9
8.5
7.2
5.3
3.6 
0.2

0.1
-0.2
2.2

-0.3
0.6

-0.9
-2.3

TABLE 2. IMPORT PKlCp: INDEX 
CONTRHIUTION «E SECTIONS AND SELEX'TEI) DIVISIONS Op 

THE STANDARD INTERNATIONAL TRADE CLASSIFICATION {SITCJ TO ALLiiROCPS INDEX
(ExpreiiKcd in (erma of All groups Index puliiU) (a)

Deeemher 1993 p

ContribuUím to Alt groups index (in index points) —

SITC Sections
0 hood and live animals chiefly for food

2
3
4
5
6
7 
H

Beverages and tobacco
('rude materials, inedible, except fuels
Mineral fuels, lubricants and other related materials
Animal and vegetable oils, fats and waxes 
Chemicals and related products n.c.s.
Manufactured goods classified by material
Machinery and transport equipment 
Miscellaneous manufactured articles

9 Commodiiies and iransatiions n«t classified elsewhere

Selected Si'i'C Divisions
24
33
72
74
75
76
77
78
79
87
89

(?ork and wood
Petroleum, pcirolcutn products and related materials 
Machinery specialised for particular industries 
General industrial machinery and equipnent n.c.s. 
Office machines and automatic data processing machines 
relecommunicalions and sound recording equipment 
IBccirical machinery, apfraraius, appliances n.c.s. 
Road vehicles
Other iransiMm cquqwncnt
Profcsiional, scientific and conirolling instnimcnis and apparatus n.c.s. 
Miscellaneous manufactured anicles n.c.s.

117 1

3.92 
0.88 
3.96
4.99 
0.33

11.15 
19.30 
56.58 
15.42

4.99 
6.83 
7.81 
6.70 
4.25

. b .2 ’l
'■ 15.51 

5.59 
3.05 
6 IC

(a) Kor an explanaiion nf (tus (able see paragraph ?6 of (he hiplanaiory Notea.

January J994 p
TicT

Change

3.90 
Ü.87 
3.H1
4.66 
0.31

11.01
19,03 
55.17 
15.07
0.51

0.02 
0.01 
0.15 
0.33 
0.02 
0.14 
0.27 
141 
0.35 
0.02

2.21
4.66
6.63
7.60

. , 6.48
4.14
6,12

15,20
5.41
2.95
5.99

-0.13
•0.33
-0.20
-0.21
-0.22
-0.11
-0.15
-0.31
-0,18 
0.10

-0.11
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Period

1990-91
1991-92
1992 93

¡992 93 — 
November 
Deceml^er 
January' 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

¡99394 —
July 
Augusl . 
Sepiember0
Ociobcr 
November 
Oiceniher p 
January p

Period

1990-91
1991-92
1992-93

/992 97 — 
November 
December 
January 
p'ebruary 
March 
April 
May 
June

/995-^4— 
July 
Augusl 
Sepiembcr 
Ociubcr 
November 
December p 
January p

I ABLE 3. IMPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON THE STANDARD INTERNATIONAL TRADE CLASSII ICATION (SI K ) 

SEl’TION INDEX NUMBERS 
(huscoreuch index: Year 1989-90= 100.0)

/ OOi/ 
and live 
animals 

chief y 
for Jooti

_____
W1 
98 I

104,7

¡leverages 
arui 

tobacco
_______

107.2 
115,7
121.8

maieruils, 
inedthle, 

except 
Juels

(2)
94 6
90.8

101.1

Mineral fuels, 
luhrii ants 
arui other 

related 
tnaierials 

{.V
119.0
92.5 

HK) I

.4/u/rui/ arui 
vegetable 
aihfi/ais 

afui i-ufes
(4)

96-3 
I 16,6 
126-6

104.6
105.4
105.6
106.4
105.7
105.9
105.5
106.7

106.9 
106.3
108 I
109.1
108.1
IO8..3
107.6

121.0
120.0
122.0
125.7
124.0
124.6
125.4
121.9

98.8 
99.3 

KKl.O 
100.3 
1(M),8 
103.7 
IO7..5 
117.6

103.8 
102.5 
l(M)-9
98 9
97.9
97.1
98.4 

|(M)..5

128.1
125.4
127.9
124.0
121.7
122 8
120.9
123.1

121.6
122.0
116,9
113.7 
110.3
109.0
108.2

119.0 
114.8 
116.2 
120.8
120.9 
119.6
114.9

99.0
95 4
99.2
98.8
98.4
94.1
87.9

125.6
123.5
125.0
126.8
127.6
125.4
119.4

TAHLE 3. IMPORT PRICK INDEX
IIASPSO ON THES IANDARI) INTERNATIONAL TRADE CLASSI! K ATION (SITCj 

SE("IION INDEX NLMBERS— 
(lluxe (»f each index: Year 1989-90 s lUO.O)

Chemicals 
and related 

product.^ 
n e.s.

________
11M).4
100,.5
106.2

Manufactured 
goads 

classified 
chiejly 

by material
__________

102,1 
103.3 
109,3

Machinery 
and 

transport 
equipment

_______
102,6 
104,8 
116,8

Mticellaneous 
/nanufaelured 

arftdes
__________

103.0
105.7
114.9

Cotn/n<MUiie.i 
arui 

iransaeltons 
not classified 

elsewhere 
(9)

96.0
91.4
98.7

106.1 
lOK.K 
10^9.6 
106.7
105.7 
105.4 
1054 
106.9

109.0 
110.2 
111.7 
111.2 
109,7 
109.6 
110.9 
112.0

117.1 
117.7
119.2 
118-7
117.2 
117.3
119.2
123.2

115.0
114.7
116.2
115.7
114.6 
115.3
116.9
119.5

919
91.V,
98 6
96.7
93.7
97.7

106.,5
111.9

107.1
105.0
106.7 
105 7
105.1
104.5
103.2

1126 
112.2
115.3 
115-2 
114-9
113.9 
112.3

123 2 
124.2 
127.3 
126.7 
125.6 
124.6 
121.5

119.1
119 4
121.0
120.1
119.4
118.5
115 8

II6.8 
111.0 
109.8
It 1.0 
114 4 
1146 
1118
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Ptrtoti

199091
1991-92
1992-93

/992-9J — 
November 
December 
January 
h'ebruaiy 
March 
April 
May 
June

/99J-94 — 
July 
Augusl 
September 
October 
November 
December p 
January p

Periati

1990-91
1991-92
1992-93

¡992-93 — 
November 
December 
January 
Pebruary 
March 
April 
May 
June

/WIJ 94 — 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December p 
January p

TABLE 4. IMPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON THE STANDARD INTERNATIONAL TRADE CLASSIFICATION (SITC) 

SELECTED DIVISION INDEX NUMBERS 
(Baw uf each Index: Year IH9<M 100.0)

Pelroleutr. 
petroleum 

products 
and related 

materials
(53)

119 0 
92.-5

100 I

(51)

90-5
97.0

Paper, 
paperboard 
and articles 

made 
of paper 

(64)

100.2 
99.8

100.7

Textile 
yarn, 

fabrics 
and related 

products 
(65)

103.1 
103.5 
106.9

Power 
generating 
machinery 

and 
equipment 

(71)

106,3 
111.6 
122.3

Machinery 
specialáed 

h' 
particular 
industries 

(72)
103.4 
105.0 
119.3

103.8
102.5 
|(X)9 
98 "

91 t 
98 4

UKI.5

9K.6
9K.K 

l(K).3
999
97.5
96.7
95.4
97.5

KM) 6 
101.K 
102.8 
103.9 
102.4 
100.8 
101.8 
99.7

106.8
109.4
110.6 
1096
106.5
106.7 
107-7
109.9

120.8
122.6
124.0
123.5
122.0
122-7
125.3 
128-9

119.5
119.6
120.7 
120 1
117.7
120.3
122.6
124.4

99.0 
95.4
99 2 
98.8
98 4 
94.1 
87.9

98.3 
95,4 
99.2
99.4

I tXi.5 
98.6 
97.5

102.5 
101.7 
l(M).8 
101.6
101.7 
101.8 
100.6

110.6 
109.1
115.7 
115.3 
114.9 
111.-5
110.5

129.8
130.7
136 9
137.2
135.8
134.5
132.9

123.4
124.5
127.4
125.6
124 5
123.9
120.3

TABLE 4. IMPORT PRICE INDEX 
BASEDON I HE STANDARD INI ERNATIONAL TRADE CLASSII'ICATION (SITC) 

SELECI ED DIVISION INDEX NUMBERS — continued
(Buhl* of each index: Year 1989 90 100.0)

(ieneral 
industrial 

machinery, 
egutpmeni 
arul parts

______ (^)
lots’s' 
109.5
125 0

oy/;« 
machines 
andADP 
zruK.6<ne.v

(75)

95.1 
89.6
89.5

Tele­
communications 

and sound 
recording 
equipment

(7^

95.3
104.4

Electrical 
machinery, 

etc and 
parts 

thereof 
(7?)

100.5 
100.1 
109.0

vehicles
(78)

102.7
110.5
130.0

dl/ifr 
transport 

eijuiptruint
(79)

104.2
109.1
122.4

123-6
126.6 
1285 
126 6
1250 
126.2
128.9
130.5

130.7
132.2
135.7
134.6
132.9
131.8
128.2

90.9
91.0
92.1
91.4
89.0
87.8
88.0
90.1

89.7
90.3
923
91 I
90.9
90.2
87 3

104.5
104,5
105.9
105.8
104.4
104.1
108.8
111.0

111.8
112.1
115.0
114.5
112.9
111.9
108.9

109.3
109.6
111.1
110.0
108.7
109.7
110.7
112.9

129.9
130.0
131.5 
132-3
133.3
132.4
133.9
142.7

1247
124.8
127.8
126.3
121,9
121,1
123,0
127,5

112.7
112.9
114.6
116.8 
115 3
114.6
111.9

143.5
145.4
148.2
147.9
146.9
145.7
142.8

127.0
126.9
131.8
130.2
129.4
128.1
123.9
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l AIll.E 0. IMPURT PRICE INDEX 
BASED ON THE AL.STRAI.IAN STANDARD INDUSTRIAL CI.A.SSIITCATION (ASIC) 

DIVISION INDUSTRY OF ORIGIN INDEX NU.MUERS

Pertod
7990-91
1991-92
1992-93

(IIUNU Ilf tKi'h imli!«: Year 19119-90 .. 100.0)

fo/exiry. 
fishing

ariiJ ¡luntifijf
MJ 

~ ■
99.7

102.6

Mtntnfi
(P)

120 8
105.5
113.7

WunM/ariMrrnjj 
__________  

102,5 
102.6 
111.7

¡992.93 — 
November 
December 
January 
i’ebruary 
March 
April 
May 
June

100.7
99.9

100.0
105.4
105.8
106.9
107.5
107.7

117.9 
115.1 
112.1
109.2 
111.8 
110.9
110.4 
110.9

111.8
112.6
113.9
113.1
111.7
111.9
113.4
116.4

jeyj-w— 
July 
Auguil 
September 
Dciubcr 
November 
Deccmhi'.r p 
January p

107.3
107.5
107.7
107.9
107.3
106.6
107.9

108.5 
l(X}.8 
104 5 
104.9 
105.0 
98.3
91.0

116.6
116.6
119.2
118.7
118.0
117.2
114.5
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Ptriod

1990-91 
1991 92 
1992-93

1992.93 — 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

July 
August 
September 
Ckloher 
November 
December p 
January p

Period

1990-91
1991-92
1992-93

November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

¡993-94 — 
July
Auguat 
September 
October 
November 
December p 
January p

TABLK 7. IMPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON THE ALS TKAI.IAN STANDARD INDLSTRIAL CLASSIEICATION (ASIC) ' 

SLTIDIVISIUN INDLSTRY OF ORIGIN INDEX NLMBERS
(llaacufcu'li imlei: Yev IMt-M s 100.0)

Agriculture
________(h^

91.6
99.1

102.6

(hl 
and gas 

(13)

126,7 
106 6
I 15.8

Food, 
beverages 

and 
tobacco 

(21)
101.3 
103.6 
111.7

Texliies 
(23)

102.5 
103.8
108.5

and 
footwear

(24)

103.7
111.3

wood 
products

and 
furnilure

(25)

99.2 
98.8

113.7

100.7
99.9

100.0
105.4
105.K
106.9
107.5
107.7

107.3
107.5
107.7
107.9
107.3
106.6
107.9

120.6 
117 2 
113 2 
10*19
113.2 
112.4
111.7 
112.0

10*12 
102.4 
106 7
106.9 
107.0

‘W.2 
906

111.8
113.1
113.3
113.2
112.2
112.0
111.2
111.3

112.0 
111.2 
1’19 
112.4 
110.9 
110.8 
109.0

107.9
110.4
111.5
110.3
108.6
108.9
109.9
111 .*J

112.5 
111.0 
111.5 
110.7 
110.0 
110.5 
112.2 
114.1

110.2 
110.8
1115 
I 10.9 
lll.‘> 
117.5 
123.3
135.8

112.4
111.2
117.0
116.7
116.3
113.6
112.7

113.4 
112.-5
114.6
112.4 
110 9
110.1
107.7

137.1
135.6
138.0
143.5
143.2
144.6

Paper, paper 
products, 

printing and 
publishing 

(26)

100.6 
99.8

101.3

<1138.3

TABLK 7. IMPORT PRK?!': INDEX
BASED ON THE Al S I KALIAN STANDARD INDLSTRIAL (.’LASSII ICATION (ASK )

SUBDIVISION INDUSTRY OE ORIGIN INDEX NUMBERS — continued
(lluiie of each index: Year 1989-90= 1(10.0)

6’/ierrufij/, 
peiroteum 

and coal 
products

(27)
104.4 
93.9 
98.5

Non metallic 
mineral 

products 
(2fi)

108.4 
110 7 
118.8

metal 
products

(29)

96.6 
99.2

i'abricated 
metal 

products 
(31)

104,4 
108.4
120.0

Transport 
equipment 

(32)

102.5 
108.6 
125.4

Oz/ier 
machinery

101.4 
102.3 
103.2
103.2 
101 0 
KXl.O 
KX).9 
1(X).4

102.0 
10)6 
101.0 
101.2 
101.4 
101.2 
}(X).2

Miseellanfous
equipment manu/aciunng

103.1
103.1
112.2

(34)
101.0
101,2
109.7

99.8
101.1
101.5
99.2
97.2
96.8
97.1
99.2

115.1 
118.1
117.7 
114.9
114.7 
116 2 
119.6
118.7

99.6 
100,2 
100.9
99.3
97.5
98.3

100.5 
102.3

120.3
120.6
123.5
122.4
119.8
119.6
122.3
124.5

125.9
126.1
127.9
128.0
127.3
126.6
128.4
135.5

112.4
113.1
114.7
113.8
111.9
112.3
114.1
116.5

l(XJ.2 
109.7 
111.3
II1.2 
111.9 
112.2
113.4 
114.7

98.9
96.7
98.7
97.9
97.1
96.2
94.1

116 9 
116.9 
122.7 
120.3 
121.2 
121.4 
118.0

IIM.2
102.3
103.1
103.7
104.2
104.2
102.3

124.1
124.8
128.2
126.9
126.3
125.3
123.6

135.9
137.2
140.7
140.0
139.3
138.1
135.0

116.4
117.2 
120.0
119.3 
118.)
117.2 
113.9

115.1
115.6
117.2
116.9 
116.8
115.7
114.0
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TABLE 8. IMKiH T PRICK INDEX

BASED ON BROAD EC ONOMIC CATEGORIES (BEC) 
CATE<;ORV INDEX NUMBERS 

(Base nfcHch index; Year 1989-90 c 100.0)

Pgrioít
1990-91 
1991-92 
1992 93

Pood

be vert^es 
iooT 
102 1 
108.0

Industrial 
supplies 

n e -V. lubncanl-'i
99 9
98 8

104.1

119 I
947

103.2

Ciipitai 
HiMid'i, and 

parti and 
aci.nsmrws

thttreof 
ioTb’ 
102.3 
i 10.9

iranspiiri 
etjutprnvrti, and

parts and
ai cessurtes

thertfof 
ioT?
108-5
124.6

Consumer
gotuis

102.6
106.0
1 14.6

y992.«J — 
Nuveinber 
DcLcnitxjr 
January 
i'ehruary 
March 
April 
May 
June

1077 
108 8 
108 8 
MWl 
108 3 
109.0 
108.4 
108 9

104-2
105.5
106.7
105.6
103.7
103.9
105.1

. 107.1

107.7 
105.5 
103.5
101.3 
HMJ.3 
99.6

1(81.8
102.7

iiro 
111.8 
113.2 
112.2 
1104 
110.9 
112.7 
115.1

1250

127.0 
127 0 
126 6
126.0 
127.7 
1.34.4

1139 
114.5
115.6
115 1
115 1
115 5
116.7
118.8

yyyj-iw — 
July 
Augusi 
Seplember 
(Jetober 
November 
December p 
January p

109.0
10K.4
109.3 I
109.9 a
108 6.
108.8
108 1

108.0
^.... 106.2

S3 107.7
107.3
106.8
105.1

lOl.O 
97.2 

lot 4 
1<M).9 
l(M).6
95.8 
89.1

115.0
115.8
118.7
117.8 
116 5
115.6
112.4

I 34.8 
136.0 
139 4 
139.1 
138 4 
137 2 
134.2

118.5 
118 8 
121 9
120.9 
120 4 
119.2
I 16 8

Period

1990-91
1991-92
1992-93

/992.9J — 
November 
December 
January 
b'ebruary 
March 
April 
May 
June

TAIII.I<: 9. IMR)RT PHK E INDKX
BASED ON BKOAD ECONOMK? CATEfiOKIKS (BEt ) 

EMH SE CLASS INDEX NLMBEKS(a) 
(Base of I'uch Index: Yvur 1989-90 = 100.0)

CupUu/ 
ffMHÍ’S 
üñT 
105 I 
117.0

/niermediale
/ftJodi

C onxumplton

1029

117.1
117.9
119.3
118.7
117.2
117.7
119.5
123.3

98.6
105.

104.7
106.0
I0K.4

^014
107 0 
116 9

I 16 6 
117.2 
liH.2 
117.H 
117.7 
117.9 
119.0 
121 H

/993-W —
July
Augusi
Seplember
October
November
December p
January p

(a) Broad Evtaiiimic (..'aiognnos learrsnaed ininend

123.5
124,3
127.5
126.5
125.3
124.2
120.6

I0K.6 
107.6 
1(W7 
109.7 
109.2 
108,2 
106.1

121.9 
122.2 
124.8
124.0 
123.-3 
122.4
119.9

uw vlauus See paragraph 7 of the lisplarulory Noica
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication contains a set of price indexes 

relaung lo imports of merchandise landed in Australia 
during the month. Each index is presented on reference 
base: Year 1989-90 = 100.0.

9. Prior to the introduction of the ABS index, the
Reserve Bank of Ausiralia published an imixrri price 
index on the reference base year of 1966-67 = l(X).

2. Table I contains index numbers for total imports
of merehandi.se landed in Australia — the AU groups 
index.

3. Table 2 provides an analysis of I be contributions
which selected merchandise imports make to the total 
AU gratis index (see paragraph 26).

4. Tables 3 and 4 contain index numbers for Sections
and .selected Divisions of the .Standard International 
Trade Classification (SITC), Uevtsion 3.

10. Appendix A lo the September 1991 issue of this 
publication provides information on re-referencing the 
Import Price Index from reference base: Year 1981-82 
= 100.0 to reference base: Year 1989-90 = 100.0. 
Appendix B explains how to link the previous and 
current index scries, and the All group.s index of the 
previou.s ABS index to the AU item.': index of the RBA 
import price index. Appendix C contains the link factors 
used lo compile the linked indexes presented m this 
publication. Ap|x;ndix D contains the weight,s used lo 
compile the indexes according lo each of ihe four 
classificalions used.

5. Table 5 contains index numbers for selected
Scope and composition

Sections of the Combined Australian Customs Tariff 
and Statistical Nomenclature (Customs Harmonised 
Tariff). This classification has some similaritie.s to 
SITC. since both arc broadly based on the international 
Harmonised Commodity Description and Coding System 
(HS).

II. The Imixirl Price Index measures thangc.s in prices
of merchandise imports landed in Australia during the
month.

12. The index, cither directly or indirectly. covers
about ninety five per cent ol merchandise imported 
during 1988-89 and 1989-90.

6. Tables 6 and 7 contain index numbers for selected
Divisions and Subdivisions, on an 'industry of origin'
basis. of the Ausiraliiin Slancliird Industrial
Clarification (ASIC). The 'industry of origin' is the 
industry in which, in accordance with the classification 
rules of the ASIC, the imported commodity would be 
classified a.s primarily pnxluccd had it been pnxluccd in 
Australia.

13. Approximately five |x;r cent of all merchandise 
imported is neither directly nor indirectly represented 
because ol the inherent difficulties in pricing the items 
to a constant quality. I'hesc unreprcseiiled items 
include:

• live animals (not for fotxl);

7. Table 8 contains index numbers for categories of
the United Nations’ Classification by Broad Economic 
Categories (BEC). Table 9 contains index numbers for 
BEC categories rearranged lo form the broader end use 
classes: Capital gixxls, Intermediaie gixxls and 
Consumption good.s. Each calegory has been alliKuled 
wholly to one of these classes except for:

• jewellery and oihcr anieles of precious melai 
n.e.s.,

• military equipment;

• special U-ansaclions;

• commodities not classified according to kind;

8.

• category 321, Motor spirit (which has been 
allocated in part to Intermediaie gixxls and in 
part lo Consumption gixxls); and

• category 51, Passenger motor cars (which has 
been allocated in part to Capital gixxls and in 
part to Consumption gtxids).

The Import Price Index is compiled for each
month from April 1991. Previously, it had been 
compiled as a quarterly scries, on rcfcrcnet base: Year 
1981-82 = 100.0 from September quarter 1981 unlit 
June quarter 1991.

• works of an, collectors pieces, antiques; and

• ships of various ty(scs.

Items and weights
14. These indexes ate fixed weights indexes. The ilems 
included in the indexc.s were selected on the basis of the 
value of merchandise imports landed m Australia during 
1988-89 and 1989-90.

15. Ninety three per cent of these imports arc directly
represented.

16. Two per cent of the itcm.s
represented. However, these

arc
Items

not directly
are indirectly

handi.se
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represented as items whose prices arc considered lo 
move similarly to those of directly priced impons.

17. Relevant directly represented items therefore carry 
nol only the weight ol priced items but also the weight 
of these unpriced items.

24. Movements in indexes from one pcrirxl to another 
can be expressed cither a.s changes in 'index points' or as 
percentage changes. The following example illustratc.s 
the method of calculating index points changes and 
percentage changes between any two periods:

Prices
18. Prices of individual shipments arc obtained from 
importers of the .selected items and relate lo the month 
in which the goexjs arrive in Australia. Imporls arc 
priced on a Tree on board (f.o.b.), country of origin 
basis. Freight and insurance charges involved in 
shipping goods Irom foreign to Australian pons arc 
therefore excluded from the prices used in the index as 
are Ausualian import duties.

All groups index numbers —

January 1994
less January 1993
Change in index points

114.4 (sec Table!)
114.2 (sec Table 1) 

0.2

0 2 
Percentage change = ttt x 100 = 0.2

114.2

25. In ihis publication percentage changes are shown

19. All prices used in the index are expressed in 
Ausualian dollars. As a result, changes in the relative 
values of the Auslralian dollar and ovcr.scas currencies 
can have a direct impact on price movements of imports 
purchased in currencies other than Australian dollars. 
Prices reported in a foreign currency ;irc converted lo 
Auslralian dollars using the exchange rate prevailing at 
the lime of departure Irom the foreign jxirt. Where 
imports arc purchased al prices expressed in terms of a 
foreign currency and forward exchange cover is used, 
the prices used in the index exclude the forward 
exchange cover.

in respect of niovenicnts between:

• consecutive financial years

• corresponding months of consecutive years

• consecutive months.

20. The prices used relate to spcciric standards, 
grades, types, etc. of each item with the aim of 
incorporating in the index price changes for imporls of 
representative good.s of constant quality. In order to 
lessen the impact of price variation attributable solely to 
changes, over time, in the country of origin of imported 
goods, prices arc obtained in respect of the predominant 
countries of origin for each of the specified goods 
priced. Prices arc combined using fixed weights

26. Table 2 providc.s an analysis of the contribution 
which Sections and sclcclcd Divisions (of SITC) make 
to ihe^A// groups index. For example, Petroleum, 
petroleum products and related materials contributed 
+4.66 index points lo Ihc All Groups index number of 
114.4 for January 1994 and -0.33 index points lo the net 
change of -2.7 index points.

Related publications
27. Users may also wish to refer to the following 
publications which arc available on request:

Export Price Index, Australia (6405.0) — issued 
monthly

between countries of origin but these weights 
reviewed periodically and revised where necessary.

arc
Price Indexes of Article,s Produced by Manufacturing 
Industry, Australia (6412.0) — issued monthly

Index numbers
21. Up lo 1990-91, index numbers for financial years 
are simple averages of the quarterly index numbers.

Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing 
Industries, Austialia (6411.0) — issued monthly.

From 1991-92, index numbers for financial years 
simple averages of the monthly index numbers.

arc
28. Other ABS publications that may be of interest 
include:

22. Index numbers for the latest month and the 
previous month arc preliminary and subject lo revision. 
However, ii may be nctcs.sary to revise index numbers 
for earlier periods, from lime lo lime, where incorrect 
prices for tho.se periods arc detected later on.

Balance of Payments, Australia (5302.0) — issued 
quarterly

Imporls, Australia, Monthly Summary Tables (5433.0) 
— issued monthly

Analysis of index changes
23. Care should be cxerci.scd when interpreting month 
to month movcmenl.s in the indcxc.s us short term 
movements do not necessarily indicate changes in trend.

29. Current publications prrxluccd by the ABS are
listed in the Catalogue of /Publications and Products, 
Australia (llOl.O). The AB.S also issues, on Tue.sdays 
and Fridays, a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists 
publications to be released in the next few days. The
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Catalogue and Publications Advice arc available from 
any ABS ofTicc.

Unpublislied statistics
30. As well as the statistics included in this and related 
publications, the ABS has a large range of other 
relevant unpublished data available. Inquiric.s should be 
directed to the contact in the phone inquiries box at the 
front of this publication.

Symbols and other usages

p 
r

n.e.s.

preliminary — figures subject lo revision. 
Figure or series revised since prcviou.s issue, 
nil or rounded to zero.
not elsewhere specified.

Electronic services
Discovery.

PC AUSSTA-rS.

the PC Ausstats Help Desk on 
(06)252 6017.

PC Telestats. This service provides:
* foreign trade statistics tailored to

users'
information
(06) 252 5404

requirements.
is available

Further
on

text and tables for selected Main 
Economic Indicator publications. 
Further information is available on 
(06)252 5405.

Key *656# tor sclctlcd current 
economic, social and demographic 
statistics.

Thousands of up-lo-dalc lime scries 
arc available on this ABS on-line 
service. For further information phone

EW7J
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Floppy disk service
Selected ABS statistics arc available 
on floppy disk. Further information is 
available on (06) 252 6684.
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