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The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Outline

1 Document vs. landscape
2 Map document vs. textual document

3 Indications and suggestions
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The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Document or landscape?

* Viewing documents representing
landscape

— Moving the eyes

* Seeing the landscape
— Moving the eye-head-body system
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The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Document vs. practice

* Distinction muddled by expressions
such as “conceptual map”

 Embodied creatures finding our way
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The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

But ...no mapless societies?

* No maps before 1500 (Wood 2010)

» Wayfinding: words, body, brain, senses,
landscape, fellow creatures, ...and
recently some maps

The “History of Cartography” is not discussing maps.
They are discussing things we think look like maps.
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The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Case study: text vs. map

Schnitler: Scandinavia, 1740’s

*From overlapping tax areas to
borders between states

*Information gathering

Common people seen as a
source to information based on
their knowledge, not on their
status map

Interview

aggregation
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The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

The model and formalisation

File Text Table Persons Places Coref Visualis tion Node types Paras
_ Row Node ID Node type Node content coref ID

L?nGSkabet NaRoten fqr Nyebyggerr_‘e her er Gran »09 0 |person378 |speaker |Povel (Pouel) Olsen |person378
biercke-Skoug med Fielde, og har jngen bender til 1 Schnl_42740 name: place |Harrans-bejd Sc1Place_id0775a
Naboer, forend 8te Miile der fra i Vaster Harrans-baojd 2 [Schnl_42745 Iname: place |overhaldens Prastegield |SclPlace_id1763a
i overhaldens Prastegield: Dog holde her jmellem > R | hhce SERHE e Hactese
endeel Lap Finner til.

Link ID  Link type From To

link695 |part-of |Schnl_42740 |Schnl_42745

link696 |direction: west node288 Schnl_42740

link697 |distance: 8te Miile node288 Schnl_42740

Schnl_42735 Start on page 142 - @ »

—

-
Has text
Vejen fra
Oyefield
til Remmen
®Deris Nyebyggerplatzer
®Frostviigen
( Vejen fra
Remmen
til Olvaa-kel| 2Tt
®Que-Soen Distance i 0.0
Vejen fra
o Olvaa-Kel Distance km 22.4
eerba(Oken
) 1000 2000 til Handol
Distance fkmn 0.0
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The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

«Fall-off»

What Is lost in the process
» Context
* VVagueness
* Under-specification
* Negation
 Disjunction

* Making an inventory
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The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Too little and too much

* Too little: What do a map need in
order to be made

e Too much: What do a text have to
offer
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The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Too little: underspecification

“A verbal text describing a spatial
phenomenon in a way that can be
understood as two or more
significantly different phenomena by
a competent reader, thus, an
ambiguity stemming from a lack of
information.”
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The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Too little: choices

®Deris Nyebyggerplatzer

®Frostviigen

e Qvaern berger

®Deris Nyebyggerplatzer
®Quae-Soen
®Leerba(c)ken
0 1000 2000
[ I
0 1000 2000 @ eerba(clken
[ I
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The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Too much

A B
“[...] in North of there, ° °
there are no peasant length (&, B) #length (B, &)
farm.”

“There are no More
Finns Close to the
Borders [...]"
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The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
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Why do we not see this?

AS map
VS.

Onto map
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The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Media restrictions:
How to make maps anyway

* Dynamic
» Completness definition

* Choices

 Text
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The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Different media, different
experiences

* How things are said
 What is said

“Every medium has the capacity of mediating
only certain aspects of the total reality"
(Ellestrom 2010)

...S0 It IS no surprise that wayfinding Is
different from both maps and texts
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The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Wayfinding vs. navigation

« Cognitive map?
* Landscape as a text?

* Or...

wayfinding # map use # reading
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The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Thank you!

oyvind.eide@kcl.ac.uk

http://folk.uio.no/dg/
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