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tee on Ageing, and the National Women'’s Consultative Council.

Campbell Sharman was a member of the Political Science Department at the University
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at the University of British Columbia, where he is continuing work on the analysis of
long-run data on elections, parties, representation and parliamentary government in
Australia and Canada. He is joint editor of Australian Government and Politics: The Commonwealth,
the States and the Territories (Cambridge University Press, 2003).
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In addition to an extensive academic career at the University of Melbourne, Australian
National University and Victoria University, he has filled senior roles in the Australian
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ment at Victoria University of Wellington. He has held visiting positions at the Univer-
sity of Oslo, the New Zealand Institute of Economic Research, the New Zealand
Treasury, University of California at Santa Barbara, and the University of Guelph. His
research interests are in applied macroeconomics and monetary economics.
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system. In particular, he is the author of Social Inequality in Australian Society (1983), and in
his retirement aims to bring to a close the thirty-year longitudinal study of the profes-
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As the title makes clear, this is a book that examines the current state of social-science
research about Australia. The aim of the book is to provide a comprehensive summary
and evaluation of what we know about Australian society at the beginning of the
twenty-first century. Most contemporary works dealing with the social sciences take an
explicitly international perspective: for example, world summaries can be found in the
World Social Science Report (UNESCO, 1999), the Handbook of Social Science Research, by Gary
Bouma and G.B.J. Atkinson (Oxford, 1996), and the Social Science Encyclopedia, by Adam
Kuper and Jessica Kuper (Routledge, 1989). Particular studies dealing with individual
disciplines have also generally followed this international emphasis. Why, then, a book
that examines Australia only?

While Australian social science — like that of its overseas counterparts of similar size
— has been derivative of the international social sciences, the past half century has seen
the emergence of a more independent, innovative research culture with specific con-
tributions to make. In many important respects, this distinct contribution has been lost
or ignored in international works of social-science scholarship, and often only those
contributions by Australians that address international problems have warranted atten-
tion. Yet Australia has maintained a social-science research culture for at least as long as
its international counterparts, with a research council being formed during World War
IT and a research-only faculty immediately afterwards. After the natural scientists, social
scientists are the largest group of scholars working in Australian universities.

A second reason for examining social-science research about Australia is the inter-
national contribution social science has made in dealing with distinctively Australian
problems. The relative newness of the country, the comparatively small size of the polit-
ical and governmental elites, and a longstanding tradition of constructive interchange
with government at all levels on matters of policy have all combined to make Australian
social scientists more influential at a practical and policy level than many of their coun-
terparts overseas. Distinctive Australian contributions, stemming from the analysis of
local conditions and problems, have been particularly innovative. For example, Aus-
tralia’s academic contributions to social welfare, to the study of immigration and eth-
nicity, and to the design of electoral systems have all stemmed from our distinctive
local conditions, and from a readiness on the part of government and the bureaucracy
to formulate policy based on the results of this research.

Any overview of an area as diverse and complex as the social sciences is necessarily
likely to be selective. When the overview is based on the social sciences within a single
country, the selectivity is likely to be even more marked. The chapters that constitute
this Handbook contain many insights and observations, but many other works are neces-
sarily excluded, either because of space limitations or because of the structure of the
chapters. We combine the contributions around the three core social sciences — eco-
nomics, political science and sociology — and the introduction discusses why we have
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followed this tripartite distinction. But throughout the Handbook, we treat these three
fields as generic; each incorporates much overlap, between each of them, and also with
other areas of scholarly research.

An intellectual endeavour as large and complex as the Handbook incurs many intel-
lectual debts. First and foremost, we are grateful to Peter Debus, from Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, who offered both encouragement and patience as the project took shape.
We are also grateful to three anonymous referees for the original proposal, who all pro-
vided important insights and constructive comments that were invaluable at the plan-
ning stage. Kate Hoffmann assisted in the preparation of the sociology section of the
book. Most obviously, we are grateful to the forty-five contributors who provided the
entries contained herein.

I.McA., Canberra
S.D., Canberra
R.H., Adelaide
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