YOUTHIDENTITY AND MIGRATION

CULTURE, VALUES AND SOCIAL CONNECTEDNESS

EDITED BY
FETHI MANSOURI

Common Ground




Tirst published in Australia in z009

by Common Ground Publishing Pty Led

at OnDiversity.com

a series imprint of TheUniversityPress.com

Copyright ® Fethi Mansouri 2009.

All rights reserved. Apart from fair dealing for the purposes of study, research, criticism or
review as permitted under the Copyright Act, no part of this book may be reproduced by any
process without written permission from the publisher.

The National Library of Australia Cataloguing-in-Publicacion data:

Mansouri, Fethi, 1967- (editor)
Youth identity and migration: culture, values and social connectedness

Bibliography.
9781863356213 (pbk.)
9781863356220 (pdf)

1. Emigration and immigration--Psychological aspects. 2. Identity (Psychology) inyouth.
3. Assimilation (Sociology) 4. Social integration.

305.906912

Contents

Acknowledgments xii
Contributors xiii
Introduction 1
Fethi Mansouri
Cultural adaptation and wellbeing among migrant youth .2
The social experiences of migrant youth: educationat and global
perspectives .3
Migrant youth: the new medla and socml connectedness .5
Conclusion .7
References .7
Partx
Caultural adaptation and wellbeing among migrant youth
Migrant youth, cultural adaptation and social policy . XX
Fethi Mansouri and Steve Francis
Introduction 153
Migrant youth, hybrid1ty and cuItural adaptatlon e 12
Migrant youth and indicators of social and economic welibemg 14
Young people as a fixed marginalised category 14
Policy context: the role of government and non-government
sectors . 16
Social inclusion agenda 7
Conclusion 20
References 21
Young refugees — transnational experience,
cosmopolitan conditions? 1
Faorligh Hunter
Introduction e 25
‘Transnationalism literature 27
 Beginnings : 27
Defining and mapping transnationalism 28
Critiques e 31
Conclusions about transnationalism 32
Cosmopolitanism literature 13

vii




Beginnings . 34
Defining and mapping cosmopolitanism 35
Critiques e 39
Conclusions about cosmopolitanism 40
Conclusion 41
References 41
Migrant youth, cultural identity and media representations 45
Fethi Mansouri and Michelle Ann Miller

Introduction 45
Conceptualising cultural 1dent1ty . 46
Negotiating cultural identity in the public sphere 48
Media influences and responses 50
Negative cultural influences 50
Positive cultural influences 51
Arab Australian migrant youth 53
Conclusion 57
References 57
Part 2

The social experiences of migrant youth: educational and global
perspectives

Social disconnection, or popular racism T
Ruth Arber

Introduction . e 65
Methodologies of 1dent1ty and dlfference 67
The day-to-day experience of teachers 67
Interrogating racist conceptions 70
Dimensions of identity and difference 71
Problematising discourses 75
Multiculturalism/monoculturalism 75
Entrepreneurialism 77
Sojourning 79
Social disconnection, or popular racism 81
Conclusion 83
References 83
‘She’s one of us’ -

WNinetta Santoro
Introduction

viii

Overview of the studies e e
Teachers who are ‘outsiders’ and ethmc others
Preservice teachers from the dominant ethnic majority
Conclusions and implications

References

Cultural diversity and migrant youth in secondary schools
Fethi Mansouri, Louise Jenkins and Michael Leach
Introduction

The current study ce e
Multicultural education policies in Austraha
Approaches to cultural diversity in education
Teacher impact e e

Identity, motivation and school attainment

The current study’s approach

Staff training and resources

Curriculum change e

School environment and policy change

Parent and community involvement

Conclusion

References

Arab youth in the United States and in France
Rim Latrache

Introduction .

Arab youth in the Umted States

Arab Americans - increasingly invisible

Identicy

Arab youth in France

‘Love it or leave it’

Living conditions

‘Conclusion
- 'References

Introductlon

The study

Marginal integration in France e e e
-Adaptauon of the curriculum in mathematics and French
ccommodation with teachers and classroom atmosphere

Two strategies of ‘marginal integration’ e e e
; ]oel Windie

89
91
94
98

. 100

10§

105
107
107

. 109
. 109

IE1
113
I14
114
11§
115
116
116

119

1y
120
121
123
125
125
126
129
130

133

133
135
135
137




TR AR SRR

The limits of marginal integration

. 140
Contestation and alienation . 140
Australia e e e e e e 142
Adaptation of the currlculum in rnathernancs and Enghsh 143
The ‘mystifying’ consequences of accommodation in the context of

marginalisation e e 145
Accommodation with teachers and classroom atmosphere 146

Alienation from school and the limits of increased sociability 147
Conclusion 148
References 149
Part 3
Migrant youth: the new media and social connectedness
Second-generation youth and the new media environment 153
Liza Hopkins and Zrinjka Dolic
Introduction 153
Identity T £ 01
The use of ICTs 157
Communication 157
News and information 159
Non-ICT sources of identity 160
Transnational media consumption 161
Conclusion 161
References 163
Migrant youth and social connectedness < RPN 111
Siew-Ean Khoo
Introduction 165
Data and approach 166
Social and support networks 166
Social and community participation 167

Migrant youth and their social connectedness 168
Social and support networks 168
Social and community participation 169
Conclusion and further research 170
References 172

Take a closer look N & 74

Monique P Tochey

Introduction 77

X

Creating identity in the diaspora
‘Steve Francis

"The aims of the project
Bﬁ;ldmg understanding

Building the capacity of second-generation AL youth
_Engagmg AL young people

Addressmg intergenerational conflict .
Buildzng capacity of local ethno- and rellglous—spemﬁc workers
Building capacity of Muslim and Arab community leaders

Building a model for best practice

Conclusion
References

_Introductlon

Movement and transnanonahsm

' Share culture and the transnational social ﬁeld

Border culture .
Pacific Island homelands

' Routes of migration: from Apia to Aucldand from Wanganm €0

Werribee .
Pacific Island young peopie and gangs
Defining youth gangs
Pacific Istand young gangs in Melbourne
Conclusion
References

More than tolerance e e e e

Yin Paradies, James Forrest, Kevin Dunn, Anne Pedersen and
Kim Webster

Introduction

Defining racism

Racism in Australia

Racist attitudes and experiences

Pathways from racism to il health

Racism and ill health: the evidence

Racism and the health of young people
Strategies and approaches to combating racism
Conclusion

References

4 re a e se as te s mw

D I I T S N R L

191

191
191
192
93
194
195

198
99
199

. 200

203

. 204

207

. 207
. 208
. 209
. 209

214
214
216
216

. 220

221




Acknowledgments

This edited volume is based on invited papers presented at a two-day sym-
posium on 21-22 February 2008 held at Deakin University’s Melbourne
campus examining issues related to 'youth identity and migration: culture,
values and social connectedness’. The symposium, co-hosted by Deakin
University’s Institute for Citizenship and Globalisation (ICG) and the
Centre of Multicultural Youth s (CMY), was generously supported by the
Australian Research Alliance for children and Youth (ARACY) ARC/
NHMRC Rescarch Network Program. The key objective of the symposi-
um was to explore issues pertaining to identity and well-being among
young people from migrant and refugee backgrounds. In thinking of and
preparing the ground work for this symposium, I was generously and ably
supported by Dr Steve Francis, now at the Australian Red Cross, and
Carmel Guerra of CMY. In preparing this edited volume for publishing, 1
would also like to acknowledge the professional editorial support provided
by Gill Gartlan in producing the finished camera ready copy.

Fethi Mansouri
Melbourne

January 2009

¢ Ruth Arber lectures in English, second language and international cur-
iculum studies. Her research explores postcolonial, language and cultural
heories and their application for the study of race and ethnic relations in
chools undergoing rapid demographic and global change. Her more recent
'ork explores the implications of these notions for the internationalisa-
ion of education.

Ms Zrinjka Dolic has recently completed a Bachelor of Social Science
nours) at Swinburne University of Technology. Her honours thesis, en-
itled “Working it out: the occupational mobility of skilled Croatian wo-
men migrants in the Australian labour market’, explores the role of culture
the household context in shaping employment prospects.

roféssor Kevin Dunn holds a chair in Human Geography and Urban
Studies in the School of Social Sciences at the University of Western
ydney. His areas of research include immigration and settlement, Islam in
Australia, the geographies of racism, and local government and multicultur-
jsm. He teaches cultural/social geography, migration and urban studies.

“Jim Forrest is an Associate Professor in Human Geography at
cquarie University. His research interests are mainly in the social and
ctoral areas, focusing on geographies of advantage and disadvantage,
st recently on ethnic group disadvantage. This area of work is currently
ng extended into research into geographies of racism.

_ Dr Steve Francis is an Honorary Fellow with the School of Anthropology,
hilosophy and Social Theory at the University of Melbourne and an
Honorary Associate with the School of Social Sciences at La Trobe
University. His anthropological interests include transnationalism, move-
ient and migration in Oceania. In collaboration with Dr Helen Lee (La
robe), he has recently completed work on an Australian Research Council
Discovery project, Pacific Futures and Second Generation Transnational-
1: A Tongan Case Study, which examines the changing ties that connect
ung Tongans in the Diaspora with those kin remaining at ‘home’ in the
nds. An edited volume arising from the research has also been pub-
red, Migration and transnationalism: Pacific Island perspectives.

Liza Hopkins is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Institute for
cial Research at Swinburne University. She has recently been working on
project investigating media use, community formation and identity
ongst Australians of Turkish descent. Her research interests are in the
ntersections between new media, social inclusion and ethnic diversity.

xiii




S

Ms Faorligh Hunter is currently a PhDD candidate at Deakin University’s
Institute for Citizenship and Globalisation. She holds a Masters in peace
studies and has substantial practitioner experience in the youth and
refugee youth sectors in Australia, having worked in the areas of family
conflict, youth homelessness, culturally and linguistically diverse youth
policy, and resettlement.

Dr Louise Jenkins is a Research Fellow in the Institute for Citizenship
and Globalisation at Deakin University. Ier recent publications include
two modules of classroom materials titled ‘Diversity: an educational ad-
vantage’. These materials are for Victorian multicultural secondary schools.
Louise is currently coordinating a national project at Deakin University
that will investigate the impact of racism upon the health and wellbeing of
young Australians.

Dr Siew-Ean Khoo is Senior Fellow in the Australian Demographic and
Social Research Institute at the Australian National University. Her cur-
rent research focuses on Australia’s population and demography, particu-
larly in relation to international migration and the settlement outcomes of
immigrants and their children.

Dr Rim Latrache is 2 Maitre de Conférences (Associate Professor) in Amer-
ican civilisation at the English Department of University Paris 13, France.
She has a PhD (Honors) in American civilisation, University of Paris I'V-
Sorbonne (France). Her research interests include Arab/Muslim com-
munity, immigration, identity, assimilation, discrimination and terrorism.

Dr Michael Leach is a Senior Lecturer in Politics at Swinburne Universicy
of Technology. His research interests include Australian politics, compar-

ative immigration and asylum policy, multicultural education policy, and
Southeast Asian politics.

Professor Fethi Mansouri holds a Chair in Migration and Intercultural
Studies, is the Director of the Institute for Citizenship and Globalisation
at Deakin University and the founding co-convenor of the Australia-
Middle East Research Forum. Professor Mansouri is the author of many
books including (with MP Leach) of Lives in limbo: voices of refugees under
temporary protection (UNSW Press, Sydney zoo4), Australia and the Middle
East: a frontline relationship (IB Tauris/Palgrave, London/New York 2006);
and two edited volumes (with § Akbarzadeh), on Political Islam and buman
security (CSP Press, UK 2008), and Islam and political violence: Muslim dia-
spora and radicalism in the West (IB Tauris/Palgrave, London/New York
2007). His latest book, with S Percival-Wood, is entitled Identity, education,

and belonging: Arab and Muslim youth in contemporary Australia (MUP, Mel-
bourne 2008).

Dr Michelle Ann Miller is a Research Fellow at Deakin University’s In-
stitute for Citizenship and Globalisation. She was previously a Postdoctor-
al Fellow at the Asia Research Institute at the National University of
Singapore and she taught at Charles Darwin University. She is the author
of Rebellion and reform in Indonesia (Routledge, London 2008).

Dr Yin Paradies is Research Fellow jointly at the Menzies School of
Health Research and the University of Melbourne. He has qualifications in
mathematics and computing, medical statistics, public health, and social
epidemiology. His research focuses the health effects of racism as well as
anti-racism theory, policy and practice.

Dr Anne Pedersen is asocial/community psychologist at Murdoch
University, Western Australia. Her research relates to racism against I-ndi—
genous Australians, asylum seekers and refugees, and Muslim Aus.,trahans.
She is particularly interested in applying such findings on a practical level
to the way anti-racism strategists work in turning around hostile com-
munity attitudes.

Dr Ninetta Santoro is an Associate Professor in Education and the Head
of the School of Teacher Education at Charles Sturt University, Bathurst,
NSW. Her research interests are teacher subjectivities, post-structuralist
theories of practice, teacher education and language education. Her most
recent publications focus on the ways in which ethnicity, gender and social
class identities are constructed and taken up within the secondary school
and university context.

Ms Monique Toohey worked as a school counsellor/psychologist in
Islamic schools for eight years before moving into private practice and pro-
ject management consultancy. She has initiated psychological services and
managed capacity building projects and major events for Muslim young
people and families, such as the National Summit for Muslim Youth on be-
half of the Australian Multicultural Foundation and the Young Australian
Muslim of the Year Award on behalf of the Islamic Council of Victoria.
She is an active advocate of culturally safe strategies towards multicultural
youth and family wellbeing, specifically regarding mental health awareness,
youth and family services.

Ms Kim Webster is a Senior Program Adviser, Mental Health and Well-
being Unit, Victorian Health Promotion Foundation. Her work focuses on
the primary prevention of racial discrimination as a determinant of health
and wellbeing.




Dr Joel Windle taught in French and _Australian schools, rcmd !:ecturt?d. in
sociology and education in both countries b'efore commencing his position
at Monash Univessity. His PhDD research is in t.he field of comparative sofcx—
ology of education, and analyses the in"-xpllc.atif‘)ns of cul‘tural dl'versmy 0}1;
pedagogical and social relations across 1nstltut‘10nal settings. .H%s researc

interests include ethnicity, comparative educat.lon, socmhngulst}cs, reprisi—
entations of Islam, models of inclusive education, .cult'ural stutdles,-sexu -
ity, sociological approaches to the place of schooling in stratification, so-

cialisation and social domination.

Introduction

Contextualising migrant youth experiences in émigré
societies

Fethi Mansouri

The lives of young people represent wider social, cultural and economic ex-
periences. These experiences are affected by the processes of globalisation
— technological advances, economic development, demographics ~ as well
as natural disasters and conflicts. Young people, broadly defined in this
book as those between the ages of 10 and 24, currently represent 27 per
~ cent of the world’s total population (Population Reference Bureau 2006).
- The lives of these young people at present are more complex and varied
 than ever before as they come face-to-face with sociocultural issues, eco-
. nomic challenges, health risks and security threats as well as new opportun-
ities through education, digital technologies and productive diversity. Con-
temporary times are characterised as being high risk, requiring individuals
to have both the capacity to make choices and be more resilient in the con-
text of rapid change locally and globally. Youth, therefore, represents an
optimal group for examining complex social and cultural phenomena.

. Young people in general and migrant youth in particular are the next
generation of workers and citizens in increasingly more cosmopolitan soci-
cties. They are both agents of social change and highly vulnerable, whose
life chances are shaped not only by education, but also through school life
choices and opportunities. As subjects of mediated discourses affecting,
and in many cases shaping, identity formation, the representational worlds
ung people inhabit are in need of focused attention and analysis. The
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INTRODUCTION

current Australian Government inquiry into the effect of increased sexual-
isation of girls in the media demonstrates the significance of research into
youth culture.

Against this backdrop of increased opportunities and risks, the key ob-
jective of this book is to explore identity and wellbeing among young
people from migrant and refugee backgrounds. The chapters collectively
explore some of the most critical issues in research into second-generation
migrants, namely identity formation, social connectedness and the role of
social policy and intervention in dealing with these complex issues. The
book also focuses on the problematised nature of certain migrant groups,
such as Muslim youth in the West. The book consists of thirteen chapters
organised around three broad thematic sections, namely: migrant youth
identity and social connectedness, focusing on cultural adaptation and
wellbeing among migrant youth; global and educational perspectives on the
social experiences of migrant youth, focusing in particular on comparative
insights from Australia, France and the US; and the interaction of migrant
youth with new media and its implications for social connectedness. As
these three themes provide the central points for the various contributions
to this book, this introductory chapter will discuss briefly the nature of ar-
guments and debates surrounding these issues.

Cultural adaptation and wellbeing among migrant youth

Contemporary societies, characterised as they are by increased cultural and
religious diversity, are facing significant challenges in understanding and
‘managing’ the process of migrant settlement and integration (Skrbis, Bal-
dassar & Poynting 2007). The conceptual approaches to the social phe-
nomena of hyper- or super-diversity have been varied and diverse focusing
on a plethora of interrelated issues, ranging from belonging as an affective
perspective (Hage 2003), to diversity as an accelerated globalisation pro-
cess (Vertovec 2007), to citizenship from a sociocultural viewpaint
(Kymlicka 1995; Stevenson 2000; Turner 2000) to connectedness and in-
clusion from a social angle (Putnam zo01).

The challenge of understanding the implications of super-diversity in
our increasingly pluralist societies is magnified further in the context of mi-
grant youth (included in the term ‘second-generation youth’, as this group
is commonly referred to as being of ‘migrant’ background). The historical
trend characterising social policy in this context has been one of associat-
ing migrants with ethnic/homeland cultures in a way that portrayed such
cultures as potentially problematic for the realisation of full and active cit-
izenship. Perhaps the key social policy area where such problematic as-
sumptions can be observed is education. A quick scan of education policies
in terms of both content and approaches reveals a tendency to ignore the
various cultural perspectives that student populations are increasingly ex-
hibiting in Western multicultural societies.

SéCiAL EXPERIENCES OF MIGRANT YOUTH: EDUCATIONAL AND GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES

This edited volume will try to reflect on this and othe.r c?m.plelx issPes
hat characterise the social experiences of migrant youth in émigré societ-

n. fact, Mansouri and Francis in chapter one attempt to locate key
'.;';é'ptual debates pertaining to hybridity, intercultural identity and cul-
tural adaptation within wider intellectual and. researcl-l agendas. Thejy ex-
amine. the role social policy can play in shaping L'h(? life opportunities of

g people. The roles of both government agencies as well as non-gov-
ment organisations are considered and linked back to settlement out-
comes among differing types of migrant youth.
. Hunter's chapter zooms in on refugee young people who, by the very
ature of their experiences, are typically typologised as transnational mi-
tants-(United Nations, cited in Centre for Multicultural Yczuth Issues
Q¢§, pp-vi—vii; Coventry et al. 2002). Hunter raises the question of how
this transnational experience may affect the settlement outcomes and pat-
erns of refugee youth, Hunter’s chapter reviews the transnationalism liter-
"'afufe for clues as to the foundational concepts and categories that cou‘ld.be
engaged in a measurement of refugee young people’s transnational activity.
She-interrogates the role of transnational activities and what transnational-
ism means to young refugees in the context of settlement. Hunter also con-
siders employing non-elite notions of cosmopolitanism to deepen our un-
derstanding of the social experience of settlement at both local and
transnational levels. In this sense Hunter attempts to respond to Cheah
-and Robbins (1998, p.1) when they state that cosmopolitanism ‘should be
extended to transnational experiences that are particular rather than uni-
versal and that are unprivileged — indeed, often coerced’,
In line with argument on the role of transnationalism in shaping mi-
grant youth settlement experiences, Mansouri and Miller’s chaEpter further
‘explores identity formation and social integration amongst migrant youth
in: Australia. The chapter investigates the attitudes of first- and second-
generation migrant youth and the ways in which they articulate their int(-ir-
~cultural identities and multiple senses of attachment to place, community
.and society. Engaging with current theoretical debates on cultural identity,
‘Mansouri and Miller draw on empirical data to explore the role of formal
--.and informal social structures and networks in shaping migrant youth paths
" towards cultural adaptation and social connectedness.

~: Whilst this first section of the book considers and explores more gener-
- al theoretical and conceptual issues, the next section focuses on the educa-
tion experiences of migrant youth and draws on some useful comparative
international research.

The social experiences of migrant youth: educational and global
perspectives

In terms of education experiences and the issue of race and identity,
"Arber’s chapter explores new directions for the discussion of identity and
difference in schools in times of immense demographic, technological and
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global change. Arber focuses on the ways that community representatives
discuss local and international students and the impact of this discursive
construction on the school community. Arber reports on recent literatures
that describe communities, such as those of schools, as ones of perception
and materiality whereby some are included differently from others. Real at-
tempts by school representatives to understand the academic and pastoral
needs of all students become confused as these requirements are negoti-
ated in relation to government demands for economy and accountability,
student demands for international and Western education and the market-
ing and educational imperatives of the school. In Arber’s view, discourses
of identity and difference take on new forms at the global-local interac-
tion, which lead to the implementation of international programs that
might have consequences for the everyday lives of school community mem-
bers. International students, therefore, may find their otherness inscribed
and embodied in a schizophrenic process of antagonism and desire shaped
by powerful discourses of identity and difference, cosmopolitanism and
commodification.

Not too dissimilar to Arber’s summation of the discursive representa-
tion of international students, Santoro’s chapter deals with the changing
student populations in our educational institutions and emerging new chal-
lenges for schooling systems and teachers, worldwide. Santoro reminds us
that in the last twenty-five years the ethnic and cultural make-up of com-
munities has undergone rapid and radical change in émigré countries such
as the United States, Canada, Australia, Britain, Europe and many other
parts of the world. The unprecedented movements of refugees and immig-
rants across national borders in many regions of the world, as well as the
development of global labour and education markets, has resulted in com-
mumnities, some of which have traditionally been culturally homogenous,
becoming increasingly diverse. This super-diversity (Vertovec 2007) has
implications for race relations as well as educational policies.

Mansouri, Jenkins and Leach’s chapter reports on a project that at-
tempted to come to grips with high levels of cultural diversity in secondary
school settings. The chapter is based on a longitudinal project that looked
into the management of cultural diversity in secondary schools. It discusses
how Arab and Muslim Australian students and their families understand
and construct their own social and educational experiences in relation to
wider social discourses. The chapter goes beyond the mere description of
social and education challenges to outline key pedagogical interventions
and community-school partnership initiatives that have been collaborat-
ively developed to effect positive change in the multifaceted schooling ex-
perience of migrant youth.

Whilst much of the discussion in this book reflects issues and develop-
ments in Australia, a number of international perspectives are also
provided. Indeed, Latrache’s chapter examines identity politics as well as
discrimination and the struggle to belong among Arab youth in the United
States and in France. This is especially important in the light of recent in-
ternational events and the 2007 presidential elections in France that have

4

MIGRANT YOUTH: THE NEW MEDIA AND SOCIAL CONNECTEDNESS

hlichted controversial and contested connections between i§sues of
st status and immigration policies on the one hand and natmna}l se-
.riglgd identity on the other hand. Foc.usin’g on the issue of educat1§nal
disadvantage in Australia and France, Wmdl_e s chapter also Iook; at h.oz
ademic and social integration are mar‘laged in contexts that combine hig
evels of ethnic diversity with educational disadvantage acrodss tw.o con-
t'ré'st'ing systems. Windle argues t}.lat when the rewards qf e1 ulcamt(::na;(i
ow; the task of finding meaning in school becomes particular. yalc de :
ng, and students and teachers alike tend to emphasise the ‘sc(!)u  an T; -
fective dimensions of school life as sources of v:f\lue and 1kent1ty(.j e
chapter highlights the fact that wc{rkmg—c}ass, m}grant—bac grou}? 1stu-
dents whose parents have little experience with senior secondary school are
sarticularly vulnerable to the messages they receive from sch(.)ols‘ -
_Both Latrache’s and Windle’s contributions show that, irrespective o
the national policy framework and irrespe(_:tive of the consnmtrox.agil ar-
rangements adopted by the host country, migrant youtl'l are §usc(;apt1 le tc;
long-term social exclusion and economic disadvantage if their educationa

potential is not fully realised.

: Migrant youth: the new media and social connectedness

' But like education, young people’s access to and consumption_of new me-
""dia is emerging as one of the key factors shaping their sense of identity and

belonging in their local environments and offering opportunities for con-

- ‘nectedness at the transnational level.

Hopkins and Dolic’s chapter deals with first- and sef:ond~generaFiUn mi-
‘grant youth growing up in Australia’s multicultural society, and. their use of
new media technologies for communication both lchlly and internation-
ally. The access to and use of new media seems to faC{htate a p:%rtlcula.r way
of ‘being’ that challenges traditional notions of identnr?r. Hopkins anfi I_)ola
ic argue that being brought up in a diasporic community, but also within a
global youth media culture, can mean that the experiences of young people
and their views towards community and ethnicity are very cilffe_rent- from
that of their parents. In fact, because of their greater participation in the
educational system and the broader society at la}rge, many ?f .these young
people have become bilingual, bi-cultural and ultlmaFely exhibit an_d exper-
ience vastly different ways of life from those exp.er;enced by their elders.
They have had to build on their ability to move interchangeably bemfeen
various social realms and consciously switch their language and behaviour
(Elley & Inglis 1995). Yet, for these young people to feel included and re-
cognised rather than alienated and socially excluded', a better understand-
ing of the processes that inform the creation and maintenance O.f both her-
itage and Australian mainstream cultures is needed. As alre'ady discussed by
Mansouri, Jenkins and Leach, it seems that this is espe.cml}y the case f9r
migrant youth of Muslim background, who face a particular challenge in
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maintaining their cultural heritage in spite of an increasingly hostile public
and media discourse,

Going beyond new media and technologies, Khoo's chapter examines
the social connectedness of migrant youth in comparison with their
Australian-born peers, as measured by their social and support networks
and participation in social and community groups and activities. Khoo's
analysis makes use of data extracted from the 2006 General Social Survey
conducted by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. As Khoo notes, the sur-
vey collected nationally representative data on friendship and support net-
works, attendance at community events, active involvement in various
types of social and community groups and organisations, and engagement
in a variety of civic activities, allowing for a comparison of migrant youth
with Australian-born youth on these issues. This chapter shows that while
most migrant youth have social and support networks on which they can
call for assistance, young migrants from non-English-speaking countries are
not as well socially connected as other migrant youth and Australian-born
youth. Khoo's key argument is that migrant youth who are not employed
are particularly at risk of not having family and friends on whom they are
able to call for support and assistance.

Focusing specifically on Arab Australian youth, Toohey’s chapter re-
ports on an initiative of the Centre for Multicultural Youth (CMY), “Take
a Closer Look’, a project that explores further the serious concerns held by
youth and family support workers in Melbourne’s North. The project fo-
cuses specifically on the social disengagement of second-generation Aus-
tralian Lebanese young people. Toohey describes the wide consultations
that helped to identify specific problems expetienced by Australian Le-
banese young people and their families, Toohey’s chapter explores the con-
nection between the social disengagement on one hand and particular ap-
proaches to service provision and intervention on the other.

In his chapter on identity formation among Pacific Islanders, Francis
argues that for young people from Pacific Island backgrounds, the transna-
tional ties they maintain to other young people in the diaspora are as im-
portant in the creation and development of identity as those they maintain
to the homeland. These ties affect identity formation and belonging in new
and interesting ways. In order to illustrate this phenomenon, Francis fo-
cuses on the involvement of young people from Pacific Island backgrounds
in gangs in Australia. The chapter considers the racialisation of migrant
youth in public opinion and the role heritage culture can play in providing
opportunities for creating a sense of self-worth and belonging.

Perhaps one of the most pressing issues facing migrant youth in con-
temporary Australian society is that of discrimination, in all its manifesta-
tions, and its impact on social health and wellbeing. The chapter by
Paradies, Forrest, Dunn, Pedersen and Webster draws on the work of two
ongoing collaborations — Challenging Racism: The Anti-Racism Project
and a program of work being undertaken by the Victorian Health Promo-
tion Foundation (VicHealch). The authors explore the link between racism
and ill health and then examine promising strategies and approaches to

6
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i isi f research in this
ing this. They conclude by summarising th.e state 0 .
; lée:iglﬁet;i}ing e))cristing and future opportunities in research and policy
%; cacism and youth health in Australia.

clusion

book attempts to bring together a diverse array‘of perspectiv;es_ ;nd m(;
ghts in an attempt to provide a deeper understar-ldlng o.f t}le rm;1 tifacete
process of migrant settlement in culturally pl].l!‘allst societies. The various
2 hrributions collectively paint a picture that is full of hope fo‘r a mors pos-
ive future (with better access to educa?lon, sfettleme.nt services anc nclllw
‘media technologies) whilst providir!g 'ins1fghts into major l():lhallenges in the
“area of public media, racism and ra-cmhsation of youth pro eirns. i
“The key outcome of this book is that the patterns of sett eme}rla an oy
"egration amongst migrant youth are extremely dm.erse. As suc ,hone— .
‘inensional positivist representations are bf)und to-faul to capture the co%rlnt
plex processes of inclusion and exclusion in the wider soc1e‘tal' settnr:% t 15:“
“affect the individual young person who happens to be of migrant’ bac :
‘ground. In other words, the cultural frames of reference anc}ll -ld;:fltltles. o
migrant youth are subjectively negotia:ted by the extent to w i:c : meigarr;g—
is applied to self, others and the world (Elsder}—thfton 2ool§). ;11 ure forxe
cognise this subjective agency can lead to misdirected policy ormulati
and intervention that in the long term would exacerbate the situation
rather than help to deal with it.
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