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tXPLANATORY NOILS

Iniroduclion
IXiring the Hnancial year IM77.7K the Australian 

Health Survey (a umple survey of houwhoUsI was 
conducted throughout Australia. Ihe main objective of 
the survey was to obtain intoimatton about the health of 
Australuns and the use of. and need for. variouB 
health-related servicesand tacilittes.

iO Typt it/ ikwtitr retpuiulenU who had
a»nsulted a doctor tn flie three months before interview 
were asked to identify tiK doctor they had consulted 
most recently as a general piaciitHiner, a hospiial doctor 
or a specialist

Hospital dttctor any doctor who was consuhed

2 1 his publication is one of a series relating to the
Australian Health Survey |977-7h It containseilimates 
of the use made of doctors, then location, the reasons 
for txmsultation. and the arrangements made at 
consultation».

at a hospital irrespective of whether that consultation 
was at a casualty department,outpatient department, or 
during a stay as an inpattenl in hospital. No attempt was 
made to determme whether the doctor consulted at a 
hospital was a general practitioner or a specialist.

3. h deu'ftption ot ail topics included in the survey
Is contained in Auumlian Health Suney’ 1977‘7S 
lnft>rmaft /» Paperi4%4O.Qy

Sœpe and coserage
interviews were conducted at a random sample

11 Type of usual doettfr - respondents tdentified 
as having a usual doctor were asked whether their doctor 
was a general practitioner, a specialist, or a hospital 
doctor. Where a respondent visited a specialist for a 
particubr illness but visited a specific general 
practitioner for all other illnesses, the general 
practitioner was considered to be the usual doctor.

of private dwellings from all parts of Austraha excluding 
rural Northern Territory. Certain groups of persons, such 
as occupants of non-pnvate dwelbngs (e.g. hospitals, 
moteh. hotels), diplomatic personnel and persons from

12. Dtteit>r eonsultatâfn - any consultation with a
dixtor about the respondent*! own health

overseas touring or holidaying in Australia, were 13 Ixtcation of amsultation Those persons who

excluded from the survey. The exclusion of persons 
currently in hospitals, nursing homes and other Itealth 
institutions should be borne in mind in assessing the 
s^ifkance of the results.

Survey method
5. Each person over the age of 14 years was
interviewed personally. Where persons were either too 
old or too lick to be interviewed, relatives were
interviewed on their behalf. Wherever possible.
information for children aged up to 14 years was 
obtained from their mothers.

h. Persons were asked when they last consulted a

had consulted a doctor in the two weeks before 
interview were asked where each consultation in the two 
weeks had occurred Persons who had consulted a doctor 
more than two weeks but less than three months before 
interview were asked the location of their most recent 
consultation only The locations recorded were

Doctor's surgeiy
Patient’s home

. Ifospital-inpatient
Hospital outpatient department
Hospital emergency room, casualty department or 
fust aid section
School, work or other clinic
Telephone or through another person

doctor Tliose who had consulted one within the three 
months pre.eding their intentew were asked about the 
location, type of doctor consulted, and the main reason 
for the consultation. Further questions were asked

Ditetor 's surgery 
office -

includes doctor’s private

concerning selected services arranged at that
consultation (see paragraph 15) and degree of 
satisfaction with the consultation.

Hospital outpatient department ~ the part of the 
hospital where persons consult a doctor by appointment 
and includes hospital outpatieni clinic.

7. All persons were asked whether or not they had
Hospital casualty department the part of the

a doctor whom they usually consulted. Those who had 
were asked further questions concerning the time taken 
to reach him. and whether or not travel was a problem.

hospital where persons can consult a doctor without an 
appointment and includes e.ncrgency room or first aid 
section.

{définitions
Sch(Hfl, wtrk or other clinic includes baby

h. Doctor any general practitioner, surgeon
(including oral surgeon), or other specialist, physician, 
hospital intern or resident. Excluded are dentists, dental

health centre, clinic, or infirmary attached to a school or 
place of work.

surgeons. physiotherapists, osteopaths, opticians.
radio^aphers and chiropractors.

persons
Main reason for most recent ctmsulration 

whose most recent consultation had occurred

9. Usual doctor all respondents were asked
whether they had a doctor whom they usually consulted 
about their health. Respondents who usually attended a 
particular group practice but accepted consultations 
from any dodor in that practice were regarded as having 
a usual doctor.

within the three months before interview were asked to 
identify the mam reason for their most recent 
consultation from a list containing the following 
reasons:

Immunisation/vaccination
. Eye lest

Pre- or Post-natal care
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Renewal of piesciiption
. A ceifitkaie. othei than a piewtipthm 

Any SU kness, illneu. injury or infection
. Some other rea«>n

stathtkal aihevli«»!» wlitftliei il is 'i lull ceiru» awnl or a
viinpie sufve> I vers eftorl is made (o reduce

t yt tat any lesi ol eyesitdit. boi LXCIt'DI S
examinations relating only to eye inteciions. Ihesewere 
included under ‘any siikness. illness, injury or intection’.

non-sampling crioi in the survey to a minimum by 
careful design and testing of questionnaires, by intensive 
training and supervision of interviewers, and by efficient 
operating proceduies

Interprelatton of results

15. .VfnííX'í arruHged at nunt recent untiultiitkfn
20 I he tollowing tavlors should be consJered in

- person* whose most recent consultation bad occurred 
within the three months before interview were asked 
about a senes of selected services which might luive 
taken place ai. or a* a result of, that consultation. The 
elected services were

interpreting the esttniates tn this bulletin

l urther consultation 
Admission to hospital 
X-ray 
Blood test 
Referral to specialist 
Visit from a nurse

(a) Persons who were in hospital for the two week 
survey period or longer were excluded because 
of the sutvey design (see Scope and coverage, 
paragraph 4)

(b) Data relating to the type of doctor consulted, 
the mtin reason for consultation, services 
airanged. and ihe degree of satisfaction with 
the consultation, refer onlv »s ihe Tiost recent
vonsultation in the throe mor'ths helbre

No information was sought concerning the doctor's 
diagnosis and or picsciipiion. The services reported 
could have been undertaken by persons other than the 
doctor consulted.

f-nrther amutltathin any arrangement to
consult with the doctor at a set time, or when a specific 
event occurred, such as the comf^etiun of a course of 
tablets but 1 X(T VDES general arrangements such as 
‘come hack next week if it docs not improve'.

Admissum to hospital 
nursing or convalescent home.

includes admission to a

intc'iview and 1 XCLUDl consult, tions made 
while a liospital inpatient, and those made by 
telephone ot through another person.

(c) In tables dealing with veivices arranged at the 
most recent consultation in the three months 
before interview . persons having more than one 
service atianged for them are shown as many 
times as their reported number of services, i.e. 
up to a maximum of six limes. They appear 
only once within any service group.

id) The survey examined only six selected services 
that may have been arranged at the most recent 
consultation in the three months before
intervieu IVtails of any other services which

Sample design
might ha\e occuired (such as minot surgery) 
were imt ^iHight.

16. Households were randomly selected for
inclusion in the survey, using a stratiiled multistage area 
sample design. Approximately 15.000 dwellings were 
selected for inclusion in the survey.

Related piihlieations
21. Other ABS publications Irorn the 1977-7H

Estimation procedure

Australian Health Survey, which have already been 
puhli^ed are

17. The estimates given in this publication were
derived by use of a ratio estimation procedure based on 
the age'sex characteristics and distribution of the 
population of Australia.

Reliability of the estimates
18. Since the estimates are based on a sample they
arc subject to sampling variability (see Technical Note, 
page 22,for further details). Some figures in this 
publication are replaced or preceded by the symbol *. 
Estimates preceded by this symbol have a standard error 
of between 25 and 50 per cent and care should be 
exercised in using them because they are subject to such 
high errors. Htimates which are replaced with this 
symbol have a standard error greater than 50 per cent 
which is considered too high for most practical purposes.

Australian Health Suney Information
Paper ( 4340 01

Australian Health Sun ey Hulleiin .\o. I, September 
/977(Prelimntary^ (T.'OM.O)

Australun Health Surx ev liulletin No. 2. December
J 9771 Preliminary I (4.310.0)

Australian Health Suney Í977-78 (4,U1-(J) 
summary of results

.■\ccuients. Australian Health Surxey 1^11’18
(4.3I3.{))

Austrahnn Hoilth Survey. Sabin and Triple Antif^en 
Vaccinatitm fpersitns aipil 2 to 5 ycarsi 1977-78 
(4316.0)

.4 ustralian
19. In addition to sami^ing errors, the survey Conditions

Health Survey, Chronic

results are subject to non-sampling errors, i.e. those 
inaccuracies that may occur because of imperfections in 
reporting by interviewers or respondents, processing errors 
and non-response. Such errors may occur in any

/977.7^(4.n4.ni
Illnesses and permanent disahihties

22. lulure ABS publications from the 1977-78 
Australian Health Suney will provide further details on
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the topics of recent experience of illness; episodes in 
hospitals; use ofoiher healthprofetsionals;daysof leduced 
activity due to illness or injury; and. concepts and 
methodology.

25. Related publications pnxiuced by the Health
Commission of New South Wales are

23.
Interest include:

Other ABS publications which may be of

Health Care Survey of Gosford-Wyong and Hbtwarra 
I97S, Dh'isitm of Health Sen'it'es Report Ho. 77/9

H{>spital Inpatient Sfafisrics, A’eu’ South Wales 
1977, Division of Health Services Report No. 79fl3

Hearing and the Use of Hearing Aids (persons aged 
15years or more/ September l978iA33b.Q}

Sight, Hearing and Dental Health (persfynt aged 2 to 
1A years/ February-May 1979 (4337.i)}

Sight Problems ami the Use of Glasses/Cttntact
Lfnsfs (persons aged 15 years {yr more/
February-May 7979(4338.0)

Dental Health (persons aged 75 years or more/ 
February-May 7979(4339.0)

A Icoho! and Tobacco Consumption
Patterns : February 7977(4312.0)

Causes of Death (3303.0)

Oronfc Illnesses, Injxtries and Impairments .• Mav 
1974(A3X3S.Q}

24.
Offices are:

Related publications issued by ABS State

26. All publications produced by the ABS are
listed in Catalogue of /hsbluations (1101.0) which it 
available free of charge from any ABS office

Symbols and other usages

Not applicable
* Subject to sampling variability too high 

for most practical purposes See 
Explanatory Notes, paragraph 18.

21. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies
may occur between sums of the component items and 
totals. Published percentages are calculated prior to 
rounding of figures and therefore some discrepancy may 
exist between these percentages and those that could be 
calculated from the rounded figures.

New South Wales —

Health Care Surveys in Gosford-Wyong and 
lllavi.'arra Areas of n's.W.. /975(43O5.1|

Queensland »

Patients Treated in Hospitals (4304.3)

Western Australia -

Hospitals In-patients Statistics (4301.5)

Tasmania -

Hospital Morbidity (4301.6)

R J, CAMERON 
Australian Statistician
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RA If- OF IMM rOR (ONSIH. IAI ION

2 4 'iiillion persons consulted a diKtoi in the two weeks hetore their interview and made a total of .Í.6 million 
consultations in that period (an average ol 1.5 consultations pet person consulting a doctork

Oidgrain 3 shows, for ihc two weeks heture iiiierview. the pmixntiiin o| peiMHis who consulted a doctor, the 
coibullutioii rjte ol iht* population and the average nunibei ut coiisultalinns pei person consulting a doctor, in each age and 
se.x gloup Both the proportion ol persons wht» consulted a docto* ind the population consultation rate vary between age 
groups in a similar pattern to that shown in Diagram 2. Variation between the sexes, particularly in the teníale '.hild-bearing 
age groups is also evident. However the aveiage number ol consultations per person making a consultation is relatively
coiisihtenl dufcs’s all age and sex gruiips.

Diagram 3 PER CENT OF PERSONS WHO CONSULTED A DOCTOR ANO CONSULTATION RATES IN THE TWO WEEKS 
f BEFORE INTERVIEW BY AGE ANO SEX

G Percent of persons who consulted a doctor

PupuirIron consultation rate (per 100 population)

Arfpraqe nurnber of consultations 
ip«r person making a consultation)

-| 50

.B
ffl flU fl

fl ill'X

t'D lit t ■J

M M M M

Under 5 5 14 15 24 25 44

II

M

- 40

- 30

- 20

,0

0

45 64

Lj

M F

65 and over

Rate per 
100 population

- 0

R.iifc 
per person 
making a 

consultation

Age (years)



UM A riON OF i)O( TOR CONSUl FA I IONS

Most doctor consultations repotted in the siiney were conducted at a doctor\ surgery.

Diagram 4 shows that in the twi» weeks prior to interview' 70.0 per cent ot all consultations look place in a doctor’s surgery. 
11.1 pci cent occurred while the iwison was a hospital inpatient and H.6 per vent look place al a hospital (»utpalienl 
department.

□••gram 4 PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION Of LOCATION Of DOCTOR CONSULTATIONS IN THE TWO 
WEEKS BEfORE INTERVIEW

t 1 Mnspitdl

H.i%pi!s< «’UipiHient department

P.itient . bum**

I .liiu.iltv department

S< bool Aurh or other cliHic

relepborn- <-r fbf<iu(j»- other person

TYPE OE IXXTOR (ONSULTEI) \T MOST REC ENT CONSULTATION

(her llirec-qiiailcrs ul petsi.ii. (11.h (kt ecnil c.insulliiip a il.KKir diiriiie lire three ritr.t.lhs belote interview (exdudinc 
o'h T ?■ b proxy, by telephone o, while j hospiial inpatient I saw :i general praeliiiorier
al their most recent consuhaliun. Aboiii one in eight 112 4 per cenll consiihed " ■
and one in ten (>i.(, |x;t centi es.iisiilted a hospital doctor.

one t»r
specialii! al their most recent consultation

Diagram 5 PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION Of TYPE OF DOCTOR CONSULTED AT MOST RECENT 
CONSULTATION IN THE THREE MONTHS BEFORE INTERVIE Wial

M .spitdl dortor

persons Mfbuse most rer ent < uiisultation ^af, by pfO«v by 
leleptEone or whil»» a h ispital mprttieni



I)t(,RI K OF SATISFAUION WITH MOST RECENT CONSULTATION

Those {»ersons consulting a doctor in the three months before interview (excluding those persons whose most recent 
consultation was by proxy, by telephone or while a hospital inpatient) were asked whether they were very satisfied, satisfied 
or dissatisfied with what happened at their most recent consultation. One quarter (25.H per cent) lepoited that they were 
‘very satisfied', two-thirds (bh.K per cent) were ’satisfied’ and only one person in fourteen ( 7.0 per cent) repotted that they 
were ‘dissatisfied’ with their most recent consultation.

Diagram 8 DEGREE OF SATISFACTION WITH MOST RECENT DOCTOR CONSULTATION IN THE THREE 
MONTHS BEFORE INTEHVIEWlal (PER CENT)

Vwy saiifified

■ rt t», luiles persons whose most rei ertt CiinsuHat.on was by pri «v by 
Iplephoni' or while a hosr>'tal «npatient

M AIN REASON EOK MOST REX ENT CONSL'LI ATiON

Of those perMjns consulting a doctor in the three months before interview (excluding persons whose most recent 
consultation was by proxy, by telephone or while a hospital inpatient) nearly three-quarters (70.9 per cent) ottered ‘sickness, 
injury, illness or intection’ as the mam reason for their most recent consultation. ’Renewal of prescription* was the main 
reason cited by nearly one person in ten (9.,i pt‘r cent).

Diagram 1 NUMBER OF PERSONS WHO CONSULTED A DOCTOR IN THE THREE MONTHS 
BEFORE INTERVIEW SY THE MAIN REASON FOR MOST RECENT CONSULTATIONia)

2 317 200
2 198 6OL □

□
411 300 422.500

289800

162 800
198 300

83 700 87 200

47 800 56 700 51 300 22 900

Any Sickness illness 
injury or infection

Renewal of 
prescription

Pre or 
postnatal Immunisation 

vaccination
Eye Certificate 

other than 
prescription

Other 
reasons

(at Eicludes those persons whose most recent consultation was by pfo*v by lei^hone ot while a hospital mpatienl

Note The area wiihm each c olumn is directly proportional to the size of the estimate which it represents
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SERVICES ARRANGED AT MOST RECENT CONStLTATION

Persons who had consulled a doctor tn the three months before interview (excluding persons whose most recent 
coiisullalion was by proxy, by telephone or while a hospital inpatienll were asked whether or not certain selected services

most recent
. , , I t --------- ------- ' TTw.v ..sKcu wucoici Ui HUI ceiiaiii sciccicu services
had been arranged at their most recent consultation (Sec note 15 of Explanatory Noles) Persons having more than one of 
these sefvices arranged at iheir most recent consultation were counted against each reported service Details of other types of 
service were not sought. Out of the six selected services. Ihe service iiiosi frequently arranged was a further consullalioii

Oi.oi.mB NUMBER OF PERSONS WHO HAD SELECTED SERVICES ARRANGED AI THEIR N 
RECENT DOCTOR CONSULTATION IN THE THREE MONTHS BEFORE INTERVIEWli

ARRANGED AT THEIR MOST

« 921 600 400 500 466 700

337 400

138 500

35 600

consultation Blood Tnst X ray Referral to 
specahst

Admission 
to hospital

Visit from

J

lat Eietudes those petsons whos^ most re> ent c msulunon vwas by pio-y by telephone ot wti.le a hospital inpanent

Note The area wiihm eavh column o dire. tly piupurtionat to the si/e of the estimate vvtuch it represents

services were

Diagram 9 shows details ol perst.iis lor whom selected services were arranged al their most recent consultation 
distributed according to the location at which that consultation look place. The greatest number of selected services were 
arranged at a doctor’s surgery. Dm ol the 5..192 400 persons who consulted a doctor al a doctor's surgery. 1.529.000 (28.4'; ( 
had a lurther consiiliation arranged. .15.1.4(8) (6.6',,') had a hlixid lest arranged and 321 ."’OO (6.0;) had an X-ray arranged.

However the proportion ot persons having selected services aranged was higtiesi amongst those who consulted a doctor at a 
hospital outpatic.il ot casualty depailnienl. Out u^ 61.1,700 peisons who consulted a doctor it this location 47 0 per cent 
(288.700) had a further consultation arranged. 19.6 pet cent (120.100) had an X-ray arranged and 17,0 per cent (104.1001 
hjd a b!ut)d test arranged.

outpatic.il


DOCTOR S 8URGFRV

Il

Oiasrem < NUMhER ANO PROPORTION OF PERSONS WHO HAO SELECTIO SERVICES 
arranged at their MOST RECENT DOCTOR CONSULTATION IN THE 
THRFE MONTHS BEFORE INTERVIEW BY LOCATION OF CONSULTATION»)
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11.0 
22.«
>9.2 
»«,•

«5.4
96,2

«2.1 
25.9 
»4.1 
«4.4 
W.2 
9^.9 
».9

«9.4 
46.4 
44.« 
«4.9 
«M 
46.2 
21.4

*1.5 
9»,2 
«•.»

4.0 
««.< 
«9.6

♦5*1 
24,6 
42.« 
«««• 
19.6 
M.T 
44.?

Te>l«l m1<« we.à ^»9 W0.O ««.«
VMM

l«»>i ('W)
£ waMu er> jr laaa
NE.ra . aaafca te 9 »oaiha
Total to 5 BaaWa
Nora toar. Ì Bentha Ce 4 Boetha
Nora than 4 Bortha to «4 »onw 
^tal 4* to «i Btoto»
Mora «2 Bsctta

«24.9 
141.9 
5*4.4 
102,1
•9.4 

402.4
40,4

191.5

202.5 
4^.«
•9>.4 
to'.4

299.9 
M2.» 
m.« 
20«./ 
»»«.< 
9to.4 
»Tf.«

469.2 
W4.4

« 024.1
>92.9 
rM.«

« 469.9 
2n,2

2i1.«
49^.4
44B.«
I06.4
196.9

1 125.2
292.«

214.4 
2»7,7 
567.5
62.2
45,0 

«25.7
«5.5

« m. 9 
2 ¿99.« 
9 929,4 
1 «94.9

•44.4 
5 941.2 
1 1*^4

^.4 t *14,4 I iW.4 ?&u.4 4 44$«fWtal f«««iMi («1 1 «

«4»i
2 waMa laaa
Ndc« tho 4 *■ aaa te «Mtna
Ktal to 9 aoBttw
Hora ttiin | ü^tha to 4 aK»tha 
üjra Ihar. 4 aonlha to «2 anntha 
Total te l-T aanthai
Nora «hao «2 «BOtha

^.1 
95.« 
^.5 
1«.l 
14,7 
••.7
5,0

’».I 
22.0 
»9.9 
19.9 
19.9 
«0,7 
56.1

I9«2 
P.4

«T.i 
’M 
«.4 
K.»

21.4 
19.9 
54,4 
«4,4 
n.9 
65.9
14.«

iOtl

4T.9 
«4.9 
«0,2 
•IM 
«T.«

Ì4.Ì 
4’.« 
n.T 
«M

•4,4 
4.4

26.9
12.5
42.4

«2.9
91.2 
«T.9

Total r«MU.M f04.0 W.l 144,0 144»O «04,9 194.9 169.9

rwc9is

9 waaka er laaa
N&ra It« waaka «a 5 aoaM
Tstal ta J ac»U)a
Mora ihtn 5 i»4ì«ha la 4 anaiba
Nora than 4 at^Uia te 1* «entlMi
Total yp ta «4 Boattea
Nora than 12 a«4itfea

»Mar <*404>

*45.9 
9M.5 
«21.4 
222.7 
160.5 

« <»5.4
««2,5

572.4 
•59.2 
4 to, 9 
4«S.1

1 752.« 
794.7

MS.« 
4M.« 
964.2

JW.J
« nr.^

5^-4

* «?,Ö 
« IM.5 
in.i 
M’.«

4 ffi.9 
è«,«

MS.f 
TW.» 

« «90.4
411.Ì 
M.4 

9 440.«
5i’.9

O«,f

954.4 
«li.4
•1.4

1 6»,9
141.4

2 446.1 
4 096.7 
« 596.»
2 ¿59.4 
1 lOO.«

«9 «»M 
* •».*

Total ^•fwaa« (•) I SI^.T s M.» » JM 1 m.« m.4« t

»•r oaet
2 raaìHt a<& ar laaa
Hon than 2 nata te 4 BeaM 
Tbtal te 9 bobM
Hon thto 9 Bontha te 6 Bon^ 
Hera ttoa 9 eeatha 49 12 aeatoa 
fctal <«9 to 12 aoatfaa 
lk»n thto 12 aontlia

21.1
42.4
59.4 
14.1
«4.4

>.?

11,2 
22,« 
54.0 
17.4 
«•.5 
^.5 
25.9

15.5 
M,7 
42.5 
14,9 
19.5 
49.6 
29.«

19.9 
25.4

n,9 
«4.2 
46.9 
21.«

*5.» 
99.« 
55.4 
«5.1 
«2.6 
•0,5 
«5.4

M.4 
».9 
>6«2 
11.9 
«.4 

n,2 
11.«

«T.T 
24.« 
41.4 
«4.4 
14.4 
W.4 
21.9

Total paraoea «64.4 W4,9 «04.4 104,9 194,4 «00.0 109,9

(a) Totale leeluto X> 900 aalaa m4 M 960 fnelaa ttoe 414 aet atote ahaa laat aeBtoltoO a Ototor aa toe 
-"-*TTl nerar to taave OMMMltoO a Oeetor.
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UMI 4.

«5

Aovnutui soiiwr i9?7-7«
LTlfl« 2. OOV or SOI7R» PIMULTATIOW

rmoB wo cowrunB» i oocm ff tw ivo was »nt xvrwow । Numn or (xamTATZow by aqs by sn 
(•000)

Ar» (r»«w)

.1.
MUS

—n— 
or 6Pr» toul

Buabar ef Soetor eaaaaltatiena 
In ttw tae wak» befer» interviewt

2 
5

91.7 
l’.O

112.8
22.9

5 or Boro
• 2.5

97.5 
2?.O 

• 3.0 
• 5.3

1690 
45 3 
11.0

• 5.2 
• 5.5

187.6
47.5 
10.1

122.7
18.7

781.5

10.2
• 5.2
• 7.6

57.8
22.5
51.1

Total aalM eoooiütifl« (a) 12*. 5 145.5 129.6 254.4 259.9 157.0 1 044.6

For e^c of ^o^alatloo 20.2 11.1 12.1 18.9 29.9 15.1

nULBS

■taabar if Aeetor «onealutiona 
in tba two week» befere tatervtaw*

5

97.7
18*0

• 5.9

111,2 
18.5

• 5.5

5 or «er» • 4.0

181.2
52.7

• 7»9 
• 6.0
•55

<05.1 
62,9 
16 3

• 1,^

214.5 
44.4 
12.5

* 5.8 
• 6.7

155 ’ 
tt 4

• 7.5 
• 2.7

1 062.8 
212.9

51 1 
22.3 
45.9

Total foaalo« coMMltinr (a) 125.0 157.5 253.5 405.2 161.8 214 6 1 595.6

Tor caat ef popdatioo 22.1 11.5 29.2 21.7 20,7 50 7 20.5

PBiSMS

»*-ar ef So-tor eaaaultation» 
in the two week» befere interviewt

5

5 or oor»

189.4
34 9 

• 8.6 
• 5.7 
• 8.7

224.0

• 7.6
• 5.2
• 4.5

278.7 
M.7 
10.9
11.3

• 7.4

472 2 
106.2
21. i

18.9

402.2 
91.9 
22-5

♦ 8x2 
16.9

277.9
55.1
12,2

• 5.9 
2U.6

1 844.3 
5r4.2 
88.9 
44.6 
77.0

i^roooa cooaulttnx {o} 245.5 280.8 565.1 637.5 541. ■ 371.7 44C.1

par =«ftt of population 11.2 15 5 16.8 19.8 50.4

•) iDcludoa ponona ob» eoaoultod a ioctor In tb» twj weka baforo Intarvio« but 414 not »täte ho« «any tlae».

TABU 5. MDH» iJt WK» COBSÜLTATJCMS I» TW WO Wm<C B&<*£ IfflHtVI»! AGE BY SEX

Vn4ar 5 5-14 15-24

Agt (ytn)
45-M 65 or cor» Total

Faaalaa

Paroona

P»r»om

Kala»

Paaalaa

TOTAt iCTBffl W CQIBULTATT0W5 (.*000)

181.0
174.2

555.1

165.9
181.5

567.1

163.4

526.5

511.9

547.4

589.5

4C1.9
4ÖC.5

802.1

AVHUGE KUMBB) GF COKOLTATinRS PS PBtSON RAKI») A CONSDLTATIOH

1.5 1.3

1.5

1.3

CCNCOLTATIOR RATS PB) 100 PapÜLATIC«

30.5

50.7

30.5

541.7

5 ^52.0

14.4
14.8

14.6

15.4

26.4

21.6

1.5

1.5

1.5

17.9
31.6

24.6

1.5 1.5
1.6

1.5
1.4

1.5 1.6 1.5

29.2 45.2 22.2

29.4

29.3 47.2

29.3

25.7
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ADSTRALIAM KEALTO SURVEY 1977-78
FABLE 6. PERSONS WHO CONSULTED A DOCTOR IN THE TWO VUSiS BEFORE INTQiVIEW: 

NUMBER or COMBULTATIOHB BY LOCATION OP CONSULTATION
(»000)

lx»cation of doctor consultations (a)
Hospital

l>ootor*s 
surgery

Fatiant's
Inpatiant

Outpatient

dehoolr
I» work or 

Caaitalty other
dapartmant dep&irtmnt clinic

Telsf^ona 
nr through 
another 
person

.••'ALES

!hjsber of doctor 
consultations in the two 
weeks before intervlewi

2
3
4
5 or more

686.0 
123.1
21.7 
•8.7
.5.4

55.5 
♦ 2.9

•4.7
•6.4
*5.9
*5.4
14.2

89.6 
16.5 
•5.1 
.5.6

56.9 
*4.3

22.4 
• 4.5

12.4 
• 5.7

Total males who consulted 
a doctor at each location 044.9 42.4 54.7 116.5 45.6 29.5 16.4

Total aale ccmaultationa 1060.9 56.2 140.4 160.9 5^.1 2^.1

Percentage distribution of 
location of osle 
consultations 69.1 5.6 9.1 5.6 2.6 1.5

nyALBC

Number of doctor 
consultations In the two 
weeks before interview i

2

5 or more

925.5
161.4
26.9
*8.8

5.8

66.2
9.9

*2.4

15.4 
.7.7
9.9

11.6
25.8

95 
15
.5

1
19 

5
2 
2

20.2 21.1

Total females who 
consulted a doctor 
at each location

1 144.1 61.4 68.4 114.5 24.4 22.9 25.0

Total femala consultations 1 424.4 106.9 254.6 145.5 51.4 26.2 26.9

Percentage distribution 
of location of female 
consultations

70.7 5.5 12.6 7.2 1.6 1.5 1.5

PíHSÜfB

Number of doctor 
consultations in the two 
weeks before interview:

2
3
4
5 or more

1 609.5
304.5
48.7
17.4
9.1

101.7 
12.8 
•2.9 
•5.6 
•2.5

20.1
14.1
15.8
15.0
58.0

182.9 
52.0 
*8.4 
•4.8 
•2.6

56.1 
•7.5 
*2.8

42.5 
•6.5

55.5 
.4.5

Total persona who 
consulted a doctor 
at each location 1 969.1 125.6 105.0 250.8 67.9 52.1 59.5

Total ccnsultatlona 2 485.5 165.1 594.9 506.5 66.0 66.7 47.7

Percentage distribution 
of locatlM^ of 
consultations

70.0 6.6 2.4 1.9 1.5

(a) A person who consulted a doctor at more than one place is shown at each place
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SECTION 5» DETAILS OF MOST RECEHT CONSULTATION

ARSONS WHO CONSULTED A DOCTOR IN THE THREE MONTHS BEFORE INTERVIEW (a) : 
MOST RECENT CONSULTATION

TYRE OF DOCTOR CONSULTED AT

Type of doctor constilted 
at most recent 
consultation (■ooo)

Males Female« Rerflona

per cent (•000) (•000) per cent

General practitioner 
Specialist 
Hospital doctor

2 206.3
318.5
519.4

77.5
11.2
11.2

2 737.8
472.3
293.0

77.9
15.4
8.4

4 944.1
790.7
613.2

77.6
12.4
9.6

Total (b) 2 854.0 100.0 ! 516.1 100.0 6 570.1 100.0

b

(a) Excludes 56 100 males and 112 600 females whose most recent consultation in the tlu-ee months period was 
during a stay in hospiUl, or by telephone« or through ecme other person.

(b) Includes 9 900 males and 12 200 females who did not state the type of doctor consulted most recently.

tabu; 0. PERSONS WHO CONSULTED A DOCTOR IN THE THREE MONTHS BEPORh' TOrWVTEH (a) : TYPE OF IXXTTOR CONSULTED 
AT THE MOOT RECEW CONSULTATION BY TYPE OP IXKTTOR USUALLY CONSULTED

(*000)

Type of doctor consulted 
at moat recent consxiltation

Type of uai^I doctor
General 
practitioner Specialist

Hcepi tai 
doctor

Total 
with a 
usual doctor

No

doctor Total

HALES

Consulted their usual doctor 1 648.1 79.5 09.1 2 016.8 2 016.6

Consulted other doctor 
General practitioner 
Specialist 
Hospital doctor

219.7
195.7
145.7

9.2
•3.5
•5.7

*5.2

•5.3

232.2
201.1
154.7

126.0
37.8
75.5

558.2
259.0
230.2

Total males who consulted a doctor 2 409.5 96.0 99.5 2 604.8 239.5 (b)2 854.0

FFMALES

Consulted their usual doctor 2 526.5 120.1 85.4 2 551.8 2 551.8

Consulted other doctor 
General practitioner 
Specialist 
Hospital doctor

269.2
502.6
135.2

10.8
•6.3
•4.5

*5.0
*5.6
*0.8

504.9
314.5
148.5

106.6
57.7
59.8

411.5
352.2
206.4

Total females who consulted a doctor 5 055.2 141.7 104.8 3 299.7 204.1 (b)3 516.1

PERSONS

Consulted their usual doctor 4 174.4 199.6 174.6 4 548.6 4 548.6

Consulted other doctor 
General practitioner 
Specialist 
Hospital doctor

508.9
498.3
280.9

20.0
9.9 

•8.3

•0.2
*7.5
14.1

537.1 
515.7 
303.2

232.6
75.5

135.5

769.7
591.2
458.6

Total persons who consulted a doctor 5 462.6 237.7 204.3 5 904.6 443.4 (b)6 570.1

(a) Excludes 56 100 males and 112 600 females whose most recent consultation in the three months period was 
during a stay in hospital, or by telephone, or through some other person.

(b) Includes 9 900 males and 12 200 females who did not state the type of doctor consulted most recently.
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TABLE 9. P£3t3ONS WHO OOHSVLTES A DOCTOR IM THE THREE MONTHS 3£F0R£ IirnilVIEW (a): 
TYPE or DOCTOR CONSULTED AT THE MOilT RECHIT CONSULTATION BY DEGREE OP SATIGPACTION WITH WAT OOBSULTATION

(*000)

Degree of satisfaction 
at aiost recent consultation

Type of doctor consulted 
at most recent consultation

Very 
Satisfied Satisfied DiBiatisfied

Total 
(6)

KàLES

General practiti« Person's usual doctor 
Not person's usual doctor

428.2
76.5

1 527.8 
226.6

84.2
52.8

1 846.1
558.1

Specialist!

Hospital doctor:

Total consulted general practitioner

Person's usual doctor 
Not person's usual doctor

Total consulted specialist

Person's usual doctor 
Not person's usual doctor

Total consulted hospital doctor

Total sulee who consulted a doctor (e)

nniLES

General prsetiti« Person's usual doctor 
Not pez^on's usual doctor

Total consulted general practioner

^cialist! Person's jsusl doctor 
Not person's usual doctor

Total consulted specialist

Hospital doctor: Person's usuai doctor 
Not person’s usual doctor

Total consulted hospital doctor

Total resales who consulted a doctor (c)

FESSONS

General practioner: Person's usual doctor 
Not person's usual doctor

Specialist!
Total consulted general practitioner

Person's usual doctor 
Not person's usual doctor

Hospital doctor:
Total consulted specialist 

Person'e usual doctor 
Not person’s usual doctor

Total consulted hospital doctor
Total persons who consulted a doctor (o)

(a)

^4.5

23.6 
75.4

98.9

22.5
55.5

77.8

686.6

650.7
81.7

7^2,4

42.0
127.3

169.5

22.9
44.3

67.2

954.4

1 058.9
156.0

1 216.6
65.6

202.7

268.2

45.2 
99.8

144.9
1 641.2

1 5i>4.6

48.4
157.9

186.5

58.5
145.4

203.6

1 947.0

1 575.6 
265.3

1 858.9

69.3
201.5

270.7

58.0
158.2

196.1

2 310.1

2 901.4
492.1

3 595.5
117.6
539.4

457.1
116.4 
285.6

400.0
4 257.9

157.0

•7.5
24.7

52.2

•7.7 
27.5

55.0

204.8

115.4 
63.4

176.8

•6.2
22.5

5c.e

•4.2
24.7

26.9

259.3

199.6 
116.1

315.8
15.8
47.2

63.0 
12.0 
52.0

64.0
444.1

2 206.5

79.5
259.0

318.5

89.1
230.2

519.4

2 854.0

2 526.5
411.5

2 737.8

12Ü.1
552.2

472.5

85.4
208.4

295.8

5 516.1

4 174.4
769.7

4 944.1
199.6
591.2

790.7
174.6
458.6

613.2
6 570.1

Excludes 56 100 ealea and 112 600 females whose stoat recent consultation in the thiree aonths before
intei^iew was during a stay in hospital, or by telephone, jr throu^ some other person.

(b)
(c)

Includes 14 6OO aalea and 12 200 females whc did not knew or did not state their degree of satisfaction 

Includes 9 900 Bales and 12 XX) females who did not state the +yp*' of doctor consulted most recently.



*".;nuLiAJi kjua. -u riiVKY •?7-7e

: rKL A »•'T’f' íM THl. TKMa »* »THE P>J*«E I’TWViEW (a) « MAW BEASf;W f*'H 
•« T. t-OTafí • haVLTATI H BY LUTATI.M OF ?.«OTJ.TATJi.M

r* "»nt -r<«u4t«t iX.

rf,Bpita. School «

Faliar.t’*
H.w

L>Utp«t .» •- Caaualty 
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4’1.5
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V« ■•rvi •■ ■ ’4. ■ '*.4
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•Í.0
*7.0 

•'.a

594.’ ?4.:’

• 2wr..i
»6.5

567.0

253.5
28.2

en.o

i 515.«

24.2 
55.1 
fl?.7 
44.2 
’5.3

712.2

’56.5 
4i>.7 
460.5 
537.4 

55.fc

; 645.1

370.’: •«* r.*i . rJíUltií^

• .?
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'ha ( aarTi .«a r*<K>r6*¿ <<B:nat «ai-h aair. reax/C. atay ex‘' <
a to.'tor f r that raaa-.n t'*;*^*« aor* *har. ona •«rvtca aa^j havF i««r arrar^^Hd

Ta total iiuaber cf peraona conaulting
a ccnaultattoo.
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tabu; u. PKRajKS who r.oKstiLira a cootor ik the three months before interview (•) > type or service arranged (b) at 
MOST recent cchsdltation by location or THAT consultation

{’000)

Locaticn oí iboat r«c«nt conaultation

Service arranged 
at Best recant consultation (b)

Doctor's 
Surgery

Fatient'a

Hoapltal 
Outpatient/ 
Casualty 
Departstent 

(c)

SchoolI 
Work or 
other 
Clinic

Total 
all places

PERSONS WHC HAD C»<LY ONE SERVICE AHRANCED

Further consultation 
Admisdion to hospital 
X-ray 
Blood teat
Referral to specialist 
Visit from nurse

1 110.5
15.5

107.0
124.2
110.7
12.5

52.6

•5.6
*5.2

165.1 
•4.5 
38.9 
15.0 
•8.0

27.8

•8.8
*4.1

1 556.0
18.7

155.4
145.5
124.3
19.0

FISSC>KS WHO HAD A PURTHER CimSULTATION AND OHLY ONE OTHB< SERVICE ARRANGED

AdauBsion to hospital with a further consultation 
X-ray with a further consultation 
Blood test with a furtner consultation 
Referral to specxaxlat with a further consultation 
Visit fn» nurse with a further conaultation

42.4
95.5

106.9
54.9 
•2.6

‘5.2
•3.1

•4.5

*2.5
29.5
42.4 
•7.7

•2.8
45.7

130.9
156.4
63.1
9.2

ALL PERSC'NS

Further consultation 
Admission to hospital 
X-ray 
Blood test 
Referral to specialist 
Visit froa nurse

1 529.0
115.1
521.7
555.4
279.5

19.1

66.4
*2.9
•5.4
*7.9
*5.5
•9.5

266.7
19.6

120.1
104.1
48.6 
•6.6

37.5

19.6
15.0
*4.0

1 921.6
138.5
466.7
480.5
537.4
35.6

None of the above servicea arranged (d) 5 5OÖ.5 138.2 250.6 85.8 3 843.1

Total persone consulting a doctor (•} 5 392.4 218.8 613.7 145.2 6 570.1

(a) Excludes 56 100 sales ar.d 112 600 fenaies whose sost recent consultation in the three atonths period 
wao during a stay in hospital, or by telephone, or through some other person.

(b) Only the services shown in the table were specifically covered in the survey.

(e) Includes 105 100 ccwiau-tations at hospital casualty departaents.

(d) Other services stay have been arranged but they were not recorded.

(a) The suit of services arraxiged at each location may exceed the total nunber of persons consulting a 
doctor at that location because more than one service nay have been arrar.ged at a conaultation.
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TAELE 15. PERSONS VHO CONSULTED A DOCTOR IN TKE THREE MONTHS BEFORE IKTSIVIEW {>)» TYPE OF SiSVICB ARRANGED (b)AT
MOST RECENT CONSULTATION BY DECREE OF SATISFACTION WITH THAT OOHSULTATION

(•000)

Degree of BatliifiictlOR

Service arranged 
at Boat recent consultation (b)

Very 
Satisfied Satiafled Diaaatiafied Total(c)

PERSONS WHC dAD ONLY ONE S®V1CE ARRANGED

F*urth«r consultation 
Adoission to hospital 
X-ray 
Blood test 
Refez»ral to specialist 
Visit froa nurse

405.1 
•1.8 
55.9
54.4 
28.2
•5.9

856.8
15.6

101.2 
100.0
81.5

96.0

i7.fi 
9.0 

11.7

1 5^.0
18.7

155.4
145.5
124.5
19.0

PERSONS MK HAD A PURSER CONSULTATION AND ONLY . RE OTHER CESVICE ARRANGED

Adcdaaion to hospital with 1 further cwieuitation
X-ray with a further 
Blood teat with s fur*n

.,tation 
consultation

Referral to specialie' vith a further consultation 
Visit from nurse wi*h a further consultation

16.9
29.5
50.5
14.6

H4.Î 
95.6 
45.9 
•S.4

12.5
•4.5

45.7 
150.9 
15^.4
65.1

ALL PER.iCNS

I^i^thfer ooueuitatiim 
Adsiiaaion trv hospital 
X-ray 
Blood test
Referral to speclaliat 
Visit fro« nurse

566.5 
46.0 

111.4 
141.6
84.9 
10.2

1 205.7 
85.6

?97.9 
296.0 
219.8
24.1

U’-'. ’

55.0
41.2
51.4

1 921.6 
156.5 
4€6.7 
46< .
557.4 

55.6

None the above . <-rvlcea arraneed (d) 926.9 2 6i''.6 249.2 5 845.1

Total peri':;nt însultiryç a doctor (a) 1 641.2 4 257.9 6

(a) nxsludes 56 100 »»»lea and 112 éOC, feaaieB
was during « »taj in hoapital, or by ionophone, or throxigh aooe other person.

whose aost recent conaultatirm in th' ’.hree »onthe period

(b) Only the services ahnwn in the table were specifically covered in the survey.

(c) Includes 14 6OO malea and 12 200 feaaies did net itnow or did not state their dewTe** of aatisfwction.

(dî Other s-rvicea »ay have been arran^d but they were not recorded.

Thv Butt of the aervicea recorded a^fsinst each degree of satiefa-. tion may exceed the total nuaber of peroona
reporting that degree of aatisfaction because more than one service may have been arranged at a consul tation.
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TECHNIC AL NOTE

bitimation procedure
f^stirnates derived from the survey are obtained by 

using a complex ratio estimation procedure, which
ensures ihat the survey estímales conform to an
independently estimated distribution of the population 
by age and sex. rather than to the age and sex 
distribution within the sample itself.

all dwellings had been included in the survey will fall 
within the range 45.500 to 56.300 and about nineteen 
chances in twenty that the value uill fall within the 
range 40.100 to 61.700. This example is illustrated in 
the following diagram.

( 0001

70
Reliability of the estimates
2. Since the estimates in tliis publication are based 
on information obtained from occupants of a sample of 
dwellings they are subject to sampling variability; that is. 
they may differ from the figures that would have been 
produced if all dwellings had been included in the 
survey. One measure ot the likely difference is given by 
the standard erntr. which indicates the extent to which 
an e.timate might have varied by chance because only a 
sample of dwellings was included. There ar-; about two 
chances in three that a sample estimate w»h differ by less 
than one standard error from the figure that would have 
been obtained if all dwellings had been included, and 
about nineteen chances in twenty Ihat the difference 
will be less than two standard eitors.

60
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3. Spak.e does not alk»w for the separate indication
of the standard error oi all estimates in this publkalton. 
A table of standard errors for general applicatum is given 
below. These figures will not give a precise measure of 
the standard error of a particular estimate but they will 
provide an indication of its magnitude. An example of 
the calculation and use of staiiujid errors is as follows 
Table 1 shows that the estimated number of females 
aged under 5 years who last consulted a doctor more 
than 12 months ago is 50.900. from the table below it 
will be seen that the estimate has a standard error of 
aboui 5 4iM) and therefore there are about two chances 
in three that the value that would have heeii produced if

Estimated
19 chances m 20 that the

——- value has in this (snge
■t all dwellings included

Females aged under 6 years 
who last consulted a doctor 
more than 12 rnonths ego

2 chances m 3 that the 
wame lies in this range 
i' ail flVkOllirjs included

fhe size of the standard error in relation to the estimate 
indicates that the actual value could be greater or less 
(within standard error ranges) than the published figure. 
Estimates to which a person may contribute more than 
once (e.g. Total number of doctor consultations. Table 
5) would be expected to have slightly higher standard 
errors than indicated in Table A

I

0

TABI F A: STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATF5 - PERSONS

4 uitralij

St:eaf esiirtuti 
fperif/nsj V.XH'. (JId S.A. h'.4. Tas. Number

Per ivnt 
estimate

I 50 
200 
2 SO 
300 
350 
400 
450 
SOO 
600 
800 

1,000 
1.500 
2.000 
2,500 
3.000 
4.000 
5.000 
6.000 
8,000 

10,000 
20,000 
30,000 
50,000 

100,000 
200.000 
300,000 
500,000 

1,000,000 
2.000,000 
5,000,000

fl, 800] 
2.000 

< 2,200} 
I 2.500f 
b.sooj

3,900 
4,700 
5,900 
8.200 

11,300 
I 3,600 
17,300 
23,800 
32,900

1.21)0 
1,300 
I.SOO 
1,700 
1,900 
2,200 

a.SOQ 
3,600 
4,500 
6,000 
8,700 

12,600 
15,700 
2o,7ro 
30,r>0 
•«a.b >0

p-920> 
I i .000 

s!:loo?

I 1.400 
b .6O0J 

1 .800 
2.100 
2.900 
3.600 
4.600 
6.500 
9,200

I 1.300 
14.500 
20.600

)
' 64(h

760 8S0|
860l / 95oV960f jl.OOof

i.lUO 1,200l.300j Ij.JOoJ S(
1.400 
1,700 
1,900 
2,800 
3,600 
4.800 
7.200 

10,700 
13,500 
18.100

1,400 
1.700
1.900 
2,600 
3,200
4,100 
5,700 
8,000 
9,700

12,400

600 
650
750 
840
910 

1.000 
1.200 
1,600 
2,000 
2.500 
3.500 
4.900

' in' 
80 
90 

jlOO
1 10 
120 
130 
140 
150 
170 
200 
240 
280 
320 
350 
410 
460 
500 
580 
660 
940 

1,200 
1.500

§
480
5 30
590
680
760 
830 
970

1.100 
I.SOO
1.900
2.500

Í31
) l.700f 

i.flOO
L2.IOOJ 

2.400 
3,400 
4,100 
5,400 
7.600 

10.800 
13.300 
17.20« 
24.500 
34,800 
5 5,400

46.9 
42.8
37.2
33.3 
.30.4
26.4
23.7
16.8
13.8
10.7

7.6 
5.4 
4.4
3.4
2.4
1.7

1 <1.

Brackets around standard er urs indicate a relative standard enor exceeding 259L



4. As the standard errors in the table show, ¡he
smaller the estimate the higher is the relative standard 
error. Very small estimates would thus be subject to 
such high standard errors (relative to the size of the 
estimate) as to detract seriously from their value for 
most reasonable uses. In this publication, only estimates
with relative standard errors less than 25% are
considered sufficiently reliable for most purposes. 
Estimates with relative standard errors between 25'< and 
50% have been included and are preceded by the symbol 
*. ('onsiderable care should be exercised in using them 
because they are subject to such high errors. Estimates 
with relative standard errors greater than SO-* have not 
been diown and althougli figures for these components 
can in some cases be derived by subtraction, they should 
not be regarded as reliable.

5. The reliability of an estimated percentage or 
rale computed by using sample data for both numerator 
and denominator, depends upon belli the size of the 
numerator and the size of the dcr.nniuiator. However, 
the relative standaid error ot the estimated percentage 
will generally be lower than the relative standard error of 
the estimate of the numer »tor. The relative standard 
errors of the numerator can be obtained from Table A.

Approximate standard errors on rates or
percentages may be derived by first obtatniiig the 
relative standard error ot the numbei of persons 
corresponding to the numerator oi tliis rate or 
percentage and then applying this figure to the estimated 
rate or percentage An example of this calculation is as 
follows Table 5 shows that the consultation rate per 
hundred persons aged under 5 years in the two weeks 
before interview is 30.5 and that the numerator of this 
rate is 35.5,100. By interpolation from Table A the 
standard error ot the numerator is 14.400. which is a 
relative standard error of 4.1 per cent. The standard 
error on this rate of 30.5 can then be approximated by .

Rale X Relative standard error

= 30.5x_4J_ 
1ÖO.O

== 1.3

'fherefore there are 2 chances in 3 that the rate 
that would have been obtained if all dwellings had been 
included in the survey is in the range 29.2 to 31.8 per 
hundred and 19 chances in 20 that it is in the range 27.9 
to 33.1 per hundred.

23

7. Published figures may ais<i be used to estimate
(he difference between two survey estimates (estimates 
of numbers, rates or percentages). Such a figure is itself 
an estimate and is therefore subject to sampling error. 
The sampling error of the difference between two survey 
estimates depends on the standard eirors ot the original 
estimates and on the relationship (correlation) between 
the two original estimates. An approximate standard 
error of the difference between two estimates (x-y) may 
be calculated by the following formula:

Standard error (x-y)

-/standard «•nor (x)’ + Siandaid error (yl “

differences
While this formula will only be exaet for

between separate
(unrelated) charavierisfics or

and unvorretaied
sub-populations, it is

expected to provide a good anpr »ximatton lor all 
differences likely to be of interest tn this | •*>!»* ation.

b. Ar* ex.unple of the use of the above lot,nula is
as foil ws. Ihe difference between the estimates of ihe 
number of females and males who consulted a doctor at 
their home in the two weeks before interview (Table 6) 
is

81.400 42.400- 39.000

9. Ihe standard enor of this estimate is as follows.
from Table A the standard errors of each ot the two 
rriginai estimates can be approximated as 6.800 and 
4.900 respectively. Therefore the standard error on the 
difference 39.000 is given by.

Standard error ( 81.400

=y(6.800)- + (4.9001-

42.400)

- H.40Ü (rounded to ntarest 100)

Thus there are about 2 chances in 3 that the 
difference that would have been obtained, il all 
dwellings had been included in the survey is within Ihe 
range 30.600 to 47,400 and about 19 chances in 20 that 
this difference is between 22.200 and 55,800.

10. The imprecision due to sampling ..Snhty
w’hich is measured by the siand.trd error, should no: be 
confused with inaccuracies that may occur because ot
imperfections in reporting by interviewers and
respondents. Inaccuracies ol this kind are rtlernd to as 
the non-sampling error, and they may occur in any 
enumeration, whether it be a full count or only a 
sample. Every etfort is made to reduce the non-sampling 
error to a minimum by careful design of questionnaires, 
intensive training and supervision of interviewers and 
efficient operating procedures.
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