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Earnings rise
Final estimates for Xovemher 1990 shc'w an inervase in aierage ssivkle
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ordinare tinv earnings of 2.7 per cent for full-time adults to $■ 
from S^l.tXI in .August l*k3.
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The incTcax' in ordinan tiirw. earnings tor tull-timo adult m.iR’s
2.b per cent (to SSSu.ZO, while full-time adult témalos had a >iightlv 
higher increase of 2-~ p'r cent «to 84ss A'’.
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Average weekly tc>tal earnings tor full-time adults increas'd bv
2 0 per cent to $.''‘90.nO, an annual increase of b n per cent compared 
with November lusu.
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Labour market weakens further
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The March 1991 labour force survey contirmed a turther weakening oi 
the labiiur market. There were significant falls in employment, and
Ubour force participation, and a sharp rix’ in unemployment, compand
eith the February seasonally adiuskd estimalts.

Full-time and parl-tinx' employment for both mak's and femalos fvll in
March. The resulting tall in total employment w«as the largest rtwrded
by the monthlv Ubour force survey since it began in February The
large nse in unemployment was 
number of males Icx'king for full-time work

mainlv due to an increate m the

w

The March 1991 seasonally adjuslvd estimate ot employed piTsc’ns tell
hv 82 400 to 7,710.100. For males, full-time employment fell by 5e».4iKt 
and part-time employment fell by ll.nOO. Female full-time cmploymei.t 
fell by 21,200 and female part-time employment fell by 13,100.

The seasonally adjusted estimate o( unemployed persc'ns rose by
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to 777.100 in March 1991. An increase C't 32,W in the nutnbiT ot males
seeking full-time work was the mam component
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9.2 per cent. a nse

cent and for fomales theincTease-d by 0.7 percentage fX'ints to 9 4 pe
rate rose by 0.2 percentage points to 8.8 pc'r cent.

tell by 0.3 percentage pi'ints to 74.9 pi'
fell by 0.3 pera'ntage fX'ints to ?1 7 jxt cent

P«»! «»ne U«

The unemplonnent rate (seasonally ad)usted) for March 1 ’
91 per cent, a nse of 05 percentage points (June 19M was the last timi 
¿t the rate exceeded 9.0*1. For males, the unemploy-ment rate

« rx a _ -XW.4 bim.klA^Sa fill*

In March 1991, the seasonalh ad|usled labour force participatton rate 
fell by 0 4 pi'rcentage punts to tx3,2 per cent. Thi- r^de particitxit.on rate 
i..!i wl, n 1 n..r,s'n».i<»e points to 74.9 per cent and the tenuli
parhcipsition rate
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Re-financing boosts January 
business finance

D
Business finance commitments ti e. comrrwrcia! f.runce a,^ hnance 

lanuary 1991 were at the highest level, $9,-4, .6commitments) in
million, since May 1990.

Total commitmentsiitments increased by $3% million (3.4"o) in lanuarv 1991 
eith December 1990, but the net increaw was heaiiiycompared

influenced by two special factors.

Firstly, it liasas largelv attnbutable to an abnormally high level of 
which mcreasi'd by $1,6%.1 million, fust underretinancing' wl..»---- ------------

200 ix-r cent. In Victona. loan refinancing
* _____ X .».i a4%..s.4for tust over 83 per

of $2,343.3 million accounted
cent of fixed loan financing in that State

_ • I affecK'd bv the tact that Januap- 1991 was a five 
wix'k r^wrh'ng px'hod for some banks, whereas Oixcmbi-r 1990 was aThe outcome was also

tour week pen<xl.

in contrast to the overall increase, leas^ finance
.. . _.ii; .-I i« JanUdfV I'^L 10Mf.M ,,, 1|inleveraged leases), totalled $262.3 million ,

commenced in Januarx 1%S.monthly level since the senes

fiv »Tbirtlifr *c*«
in4 Lease Finance, Australia (.5644.0), or

.ustrjlial’ufo- tie puNxaiens Commercial Financ’, A¡ 
-------- iwtart nor* Pile ¡w ''<6) 252 7129. 'M''



Retail trend remains weak
Trvn.. vstimatt's ot retail turnover continue to indicate weak growth
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The average increase at current pna?s for the three months endixl 
February is 0.2 per cent per mosrth, the same as the average monthly 

ver the last year. The annual increase (Fx-bruary 1991 overinctra?«.' <'Vi
Februarx- IMU is now 2.8 per rent.

GriKers. confectioners and tobacconists, and clothing and labnc stores 
are showing mcxleratc to strong growth over the past three memths. Fhe 
thrcA- monthlv average increase for the clothing industry is significanth 
higher than the- twelve month average□
Ciepartment stores have shown virtually no growth over the last three 
months. Hotels, liquor stores and licensed clubs are still in decline
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Examination of ‘toed' and ‘non food retail' industry- groups reveals that, 
the fooxl group has averaged 0." per cent growth over the three months

to Februars' compared with 0.3 per cent over the same penod for the
non fiKsi group. Annual growth rates tFchruary 1991 over February 
199P1 show 7 2 per cent and 1.3 {Xir cent respectively. However, the non . 
food group appears to K> recovenng from a period of decline evident
from abtsut .August 1990.

With the exception of Western .Australia all States are now showing 
the trend estimates of turnover. Tasmania and theincreases in

■Australian Capital Territorv- arc
ot turnover, lasmama oiiu ,
showing moderate growth. The growth

rate in S'uth Australia has slowed following a short period of strong
growth Western 
last tew months.

Australia continues the slight decline cvTuent over the

n.'ilicr intennatien. I'l'ilfr the ftubliatttpn Reuil Trade, Australia (SSOl Oi, er
■Jiatact M Petedl <m 252 6132
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Wine improves with time
After a lengthv decline, from a fx'ak of 28.3 million litres in December 
1987 to a low of 23.8 million litre's in March 1990. the tre-nd estimate tor 
domestic sales of Australian wines by winemakers has tmprovid and 
since August 1990 appears to have stabilised at around 25.3 million

litres per month.

As usual, original and seasonally ad|ustid wine sales have exhibited 
considerable variabiliW over the past eight months. In p.irt.cular, strong 
sales in November and tX-cember 1990 have been offset bv low s.iles in 
January 1991. This effect is similar to. but not as marked as, that sevn in
sales in

the same perk'd of the previous year.

Over the eight months since luly 1990, table wine has experienad 
moderate growth of 2 per cent compand with the

Red table wine has the strongest growth ilO <) with aprevious year.
in sales of nd wine in casks being the most 

significai« contributor White wine sales increased marginally by 
0.5 per cent while rosé wine sales fell by 6.7 per cent.

rise of 20.5 per cent

In the same time, bulk fermented sparkling wine sales have declined bv 
•* ‘ >■ 1 . __1— »U.» 2 sbsv z\t crs.irVlini»
more than one third, causing an overall decline in the sales of sparkling

wine of 5.3 per cent.’ Fortified wines sales also decreased (8%).

DOMESTIC SALES
OF AUSTRALIAN WINE BY WINEMAKERS 

000 litre»

Month
I'Mhrr

Total
WIHf 
mIs

Ioidi UlMi 
Mie b-ni«^ 

esiimjte

WiRf typf

T-hU I'ortificfi Spiraling

1990-
Nh 
AuguM 
Septembi'r 
October 
Xevomber 
Deewnber

20.778
20.247 
19,H66 
18,992 
24.261 
15,474

3,951 
2917 
23H0 
2.45H
2.HK3 
2.579

l,it99 
1A05 
2,424 
3.116 
4396 
6.047

K79 
572 
bSI 
Ì130 

i.ino 
yoi

27,507 
25341
25327
25.196 
32.470
35.001

25,(W1 
25371 
25394 
25,398 
25321^ 
25,274

1991 
January 
lebruary

12341
17,779

13.'W 
l.hQl

1.902
2.050

402 
59K

i\975
IXllK 25.321

Wine exports for the first seven months of the financial year (which am 
not included in domestic sales figures) are showing exceptional growth. 
Figures for this period arc 57 per cent higher than for the same period 
last year, and have already reached 79 per cent of the previous n-cord

year (1988-89).

1987-88 to 1989-90, the ratio of exports of wine to 
cent. So far this financialOver the three years 

domestic sales has averaged from 12 to 13 per
year the ratio is 17 per cent.

Statistic« Weekly 
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Sales of Australian Wine and BrandyFor further information, ord.'r the pubiteatton
by Winemakers (SSfM.O), or contali Robert fohns on ..)8i 7bZt.

d



Inquiries
The ABS supplies a wide range of 
Statistical information:

All the week's releases:
10 to 16 April
General Australian Standard

n through its bookshops

T by mail order (including
subscription) 

1 by facsimile 
n electronically.

Statistics Weekly, 11 April 1991 (1318.0; S4.00)
Time Series Service - Manual Decem^r Qtr 1^ (As ailable on 

' ■ and microfiche only) (1336.0, tree)magnetic tape

^B&^o order any of the publications that 
in Statistics Weekly or to 

inquire about the staiistics and 
services available from the ABS, 

■Lkhsiei  „I.;,.— CnmncACSK .li atlV

’’'S.TiRnK..,. .nd A».-. N-*, ,«O .MO. Sn«
Statistical Local Areas, WA, June 1940,Estimated Resident Population in

Preliminary (3204.5; SlO.OOl

i contact Information Scrsnccs at any
An..®'of the offices listed below 

Information Consultancy Service in 
each office provides assistance of a 
more extensive or complex nature.

ABS Central Office
>2

ir
FAX

I’O BOX 10
BELCONNEN ACT 2616

(06) 252 6627
(06) 253 1404

AUS State Offices
IT NSW (02) 268 4611 

Vic (03)615 7000 
Qld (07) 222 6351 
WA (09)313 5140

SA (08) 237 7100
Tas (002)20 5800

NT (080) 81 3456

Subscriptions
To subscribe to Stafisfics Weekly or 
anv other ABS printed publication, 
phone the ABS Subscription Service 
toll-frcN on (008) 020608 or 
(008) 020346, or contacT Information 
Services at any of the offices above.

Suggestions
Any suggestions for improvement to 

publication should be addressedthis 
to:

Robert Nixon 
Edtto: 
Stattshes Weekly 
(06) 2526104

Slatislics Weekly

National accounts, finance and
Personal Finance, Aust., January 1991 (5642.0, SS .SO)
Commercial Finance, Aust., January 1991 (5643.0; S5.5O)

Labour statistics and prices^ZXr'Flr^e^^ust March 1991, Preliminary (6202.0; SlO.OO)
— Preliminary Data on Floppy Disk, MarchThe Labour Force, Aust. 

1991 (6271.0; $65.00)
Average Weeklv Earnings, States and Aust., November 1990 

(6302.0; SlO.fX))
Award Rates of Pay Indexes. Aust., February 1991 (6312.0; SlO.OO)

^^LWeXek Products, Aust., February 1991 (7215.0; S7.00)

Fruit Qld, 1989-90 (7322.3; S12.00)Agrici^tural Lani Use and Selected Inputs, SA, 1989-90 (7411.4; SlS.OO)

Appliances and Elect.cal
Equipment, January 1991 (8357.U, S>6.bU)

Manufacturing Pr^uction Aus^ gt^.^ink, Tobacco, Stock and 
Poultry Food, January 1991 (8359.0, Siu.uu)

Manufacturing Production Aust., Building Materials and Fithngs, 
January 1^1 (8361.0, $6.50)

Rubber, Paints, Detergents and

Manufacturing Prixluction, Aust., Metal Products, January 1991 
(8367.0; S5.W)

Retail Trade, Aust., February 1991 (8501.0: SlO.OO)
Building Activity, Aust., December Qtr 1990 (8752.0; $13 50) 
Engineering Construction Survey, Aust., Dc>cember Qtr 1990 

*(8762.0; SlO.OO)
Production Statistics, NSW, January 1991 (8304.1; $750)
Dwelling Unit Commencements RcTOrted by Approving 

NSW, January 1991 (8741.1; SlO.OO)
Building Activity, NSW, Decemlier Qtr 1990 (8752.1; SIO.M)
Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by Approving Au 

January 1991 (8741.3; SlO.OO)
Building Activity, Qld, December Qtr 1990 (8752.3; $10.00)

SbS-Qi.^199(1 (8741.4; SIO.

Dwelling Unit Commcncern 
Tas.,%nuary 1991 (8741

Authorities,

Authorities, Qld,

Authorities, SA,

Commencements Reported by Approving Authorities, 
ry 1991 (8741.6; S3.50)

?
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Calendar of key releases
Expected releases over the fortnight to 30 April 1991

122J Housing Finance for Owner Otcuplion, Australia,
February 1991 (5609.0; $10.00)

Export Price Index, Australia, February 1991 (6405.0; $7.50)

Price Index of Materials U^xJ in Building
Building Eight Capital Cities, February 1991 (6407.0, $10.(Xt)

I 0

I NEMPI.OYMENI’ RATE 
S«aw»altr adiurted 

Mart» 1991
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Price Index of Materials Used in House BuMing^x Stale 
Capital Cities and Canberra, February 1991 (6408,0, $7.50)

Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing Industry,
Australia, February 1991 (6412.0; $10.00)

Manufacturing Production Australia, February' 1991, 
Preliminary, (8301.0; $10.00)

of New Motor Vehicles, Australia, March 1991,Registrations -----
Preliminary, <9301 0; $10.00)

Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing Industries,
Australia, February 1991 (6411.0; $10.00)

The latest ...
changes to key State indicators

16 April 1991 _ ________________ ____

consolidated to

NSW Vic. SA WA Tas NT ACl'

New capital expenditure 
(Sept, qtr 90)’ 

Retail turnover G’eb 91) 
(trend esUmale) 

\cw motor vehicle 
registrations 91)t 

Number of dwelling unit

Percental fwm ¡>ami pertod /»nnotts

-0.9 -109 54 112 -17 9 37-2 n a n • -34

3.4 -34 46 88 22 63 rt a. 95 28

-14 4 11.4

approvals G-eb 91)
Value tool building work 

done d>c. qtr 901 
liniployed ptfu’ns

(March 91)*
Capital aty «wiaumer 

pnee index (Dec qb 90)
Average' weekly earning» (full- 

lime adult ordinary time) 
(Nov«nbef 90)

Population (Sept. 90) 
Ro«n night» in bcewed 

hotel* and motel», etc 
(Sept, qtr 901

-78

■’’la"’®'’ ■’’’^
Kr ’ - IB -7.» - 17,7 -90 -30.5 -541

25 -n.i 
Q

-04 -4.0

18

-230

-13

62

-18.3

-7.4 -17.7 -90 -11.1

6.8
14

99
24

33 0.1 65

9,6 -2SJ -247 11 4 S3 -8.5

-0.1 -1.8 -03 -0.5 5.3 - 16

78 68 69

8,3

1.8

79
23

0.8

6.6 98
09

87
2.5

7.5
1.5

235 74 209

• 1.,—.»y «tp—d ««pt for NT .nd AfT ♦ •’’I“*“*“ '"’P' ' •“*

JS



The latest ... 8
Key national indicators - consolidated to 16 April 1991

Lttusi awaUahi« CMt
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Ptrtod On|t>ui
.Seasonaih 

aJ;us{«4
petviiHii Curre.tpondtng

pe^uxi ioii ViJ^

National production 
tina. Jumevwc pnxiuct current pnt.

—1984-85 prices
ICCS Sm Dec qtr 90 101,082

70.03/
95.247
64.725

1? 
0 6 (id

Industrial activity 
New c.p.ul cxpcndimw $nt

r.xpecicd new capiul 
expenditure

Retail turnover — current pnces 
— 1984-85 prices

motor vehicle registrations 
iiwdling unit appnwais 
Value of all building approvals

no

V4IUC CM *1«
Value of U)Ul butlding work done

Sm

Dec qtr 90

Three months 
to Ikc. 90

February 91
Dee qtr 90
February 91
February 91

7.305 
5,542

6.612
5Xz: Jo

. 10 h
-- 3

8,311 
6,365

¡6.480
59.405

9.860 
1.915

n.a.
7.250

14.620 
45,550 
10.474

n-a.
O.l

-/6
-09

29
32 6

-16 
- 18 3

il 2
- 3 4

— current pnces 
— ¡984-^5 pricts 

Ma-udacurer,- JSS'-s/Pzuk

[■.xpccicd manufaelUTcrs sales

Labour
Emj4oycd perstats 
I’ncmploymcnt rate + 
Partutpaliiwi rate t 
Job vacancies 
Average weekly overtime 

per cmpkwcc

Prices, profits and wages 
Ctwsumcr pnee index 
Pnee index of matcnals used in 

manufacturing industries
Pnce index ol articles produced 

manufacturing industryby manufacturing industry 
Company profits before income tax 
Average'weekly earnings

(l iilT-iunc adults; ordinary tunc)adults; ordinary tunc)

Interest rales (b) (monthly average)
90 day bank bills +
• *' Treasury bonds t

Balance of payments
Exports of merchandise 
Imports of merchandiseImports of merchandise
Halance on merchandise trade (c)
Balance of gKXxls and services (c)naiaiiLc u« —■ ■■
Balance on current account (c)
Temu of trade (d)

Foreign investment
Nel Rxeign debt 
Net foreign liabilities

Exchange rates (monthly averaBcl
svs
Vratlc weighted index

Other indicators
Po|xilalion (resident at end of qtr) 
Overseas visitor Mnvals

•(XX) 
%

'000

hours

1980-81 = 100.0

19ÍU-85 := 100.0

1988-89 - 1(X).O 
$m

$

% per annurn

$tn

■I

Dec. qtr 90

Doc. qtr 90

Six munihs to 
June 91

14S4 85 = 100.0

$m

per SA
May 1970 =100.0

March 91

November 90

Dec qtr 90

January 91

January 91
Dec. qtr 90

November 90

I'ebiuary 91

Fcbniary 91

Dec. qtr 90

30 Dec, 90

February 91

million
•«Xi

S*1Ä 90
October 90

•e* whcTs' avaiiabk'.

7.391
4.654

25318

7,069 
4.452 

35,064 
24.154

0.5 
V.I 
1.0 
00

8 5

- > Í)

70,139

7.746.5
9.6

63.8
34.1

1.3

2145

125.6

111.9
4.640

555.60

11.65
11.55

4,27}
3.981

290 
218 

- 1.230 
n.a.

130.771
172.363 

o

0.7843
57.3

17.1 
191

n a. It a. • *

1'1

insr
'rtsfor tmis'r 

\en3

7.710.1
9.2

63.2 
354

- l.l 
0.5 

-0.4 
- 27.8

- 1.6 
3-0 

-01 
- 45 6

0
1.3

n a

n.a

n.a.
3.911

n.a

n.a. 
n a.

4,452

'178
-73

- 1.434
97,9

na.
n.a.

n a. 
n.a

- 1.9 - Ih2

2.7 6 9

5 4

-0.8
15.9 4 8

21

- 0 20
0.05

-4 60
-175

4.8
1.6

323.8 
62-0 
12-8
-58

66 
4,6

97.8 
629
0 3 
93

1.9
04

bl 
5 6

■■ '

n a 
188

0.7 
.05 ¡1

04 
-1.4

1.5 
129

percentage chang,*. a minus *:gn 
.u„ „-/A. ni azawmI«. and serv:-'--’

•rcentage pcant;. dune«. B 5h."vn >n ™s .'■! {wK«’Uge P«"‘ _ '
Kiltur.» hJve fwn Srfn »mw ir

ss»m*
mav

- ikH available

final, and wwe are revisioni c, 
11 the Matus of the statistic la important-
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