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To be treated as striotly CONFIDINTIAL and NOT to be published, broadcast 
or cabled before NOON on TUESDAY, 3RD MAHCHV 1964,

WHOLESALE PRICE (BASIC MATEHIALS AND FOODSTUFFS) IKDEX

JANUARY, 1964

The summary overleaf contains particulars of the Wholesale 
Prioe (Baslo Materials and Foodstuffs) Index from 1936-37 to the present
time.

P. A list of the commodities and other information concerning
the index is sst out in Labour Report No. 49, 1961 . (See also paragraph
6 below).
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389
389
389
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208
208
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209
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405
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458
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465 
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464 
474
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317
317
317
316
316
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268 
267 
259 
249
246 
250 
246 
231

439
439
439
439
439
439
439
444

334
335
337
337
338
338
337
337

337
340
343
341
340
338
343
354

272
272
274
272
273
273
272
271

363
365
368 
36e 
366 
365
369 
378

336
338
340
339
339 
33e
340
346

I
3 ■ Commodities in the index are priced in their primary or basic
form wherever possible and as nearly as may be at the point where they 
first make effective impact on the Australian price structure. ~The
prices of imported goods, for instance, are on an ex-bond or into factor;/ 
basis.

4- Th© prices used have, in the main, been obtained directly
from manuiacturers and merchants. With a few important exceptions, they 
are from Melbourne sources.

385
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209
209
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476 

p5O6 
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316
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227
223
213
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216
219

449
462
462
468
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336
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359
359
359
351
345
339

271
274
274
276
276
276

382
380
379
374 

P37O 
p366

349
348
348
345

P342
P339

5 • The weights are based on estimates of the average annual
consumption of the commodities in Australia during the period 1928-29 ti 
1934~35 • The index is constructed on the aggregative fixed-weights 
formula.
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u? The special purpose index number for the "Metals and Coal" group 

Briquettes for December, 1963, is 439

excluding Coal and

(b) Excluding potatoes and onions 
potatoes and onions for Dscemi

(see paragraph
for Deoemher, 19^3, are:-

6 overleaf). Index numbers includine

6. During 1956, supplies and prices of potatoes and onions
fluctuated violently between abnormally wide limits. These fluctuations 
wore so great as to dominate the movement of the sections of the index

Foodstuffs and Tobaooo 336iOOCStUIIB anu. -- --
Goode Principally Home Produced .. P3bj
Total All Groups .. P337

are(o) Represents only suoh imported commodities as 4„„Qrts
Index and does not measure changes in prioes of all imports.Index and does not measure

P - preliminary, subject to revii.Sion.

included in the Wholeeale Price

This dooument is published by the Commonwealth Statistician, md 
iniB uocujuejib xo 4.U__ 1 pfl «nd tabulated 1
contains statistics or 
the Commonwealth Statistician pursuant

abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by 
to the Census and Statistics

Act 1905-1949-

commonwealth 
CANBERRA,

BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS, 
A.C.T. 4TH FEBRUARY, 1964

K.M. ARCHER
COtllOirWEALTH STATISTICIAN

note.- Incuiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
— 7S4Iintension 455 or, in each State capital, by telephoning 

the Bureau of Ceneus and Statistics.

the office of

in which these items were included, namely, "Foodstuffs and Tobacco", 
"Goods Principally Home Produced" and "Total All Groups". 'In the
circumstances, neither eeaeonal adjustment nor conversion of the index
to a "changing weights" 
transient fluctuations.

formula could be applied to eliminate these 
Accordingly, in order to provide a representative

measure of general trend in wholesale prices, the index was reconstructed 
as from the base period by omitting potatoes and onions.

Consideration is being given to the enlargement of the index 
to cover additional groups and to revision of the weighting pattern of 
the index.
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333
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334
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336
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360
336
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I
To be treated ae strictly CONFIDENTIAL and NOT to be published, broadcast 
or cabled before 6 p.m. on Friday, 3rd April, I964.

WHOLESALE PRICE (BASIC MATERIALS AMD FOODSTUFFS) INPEX

FEBRUARY, 1964

The summary overleaf contains particulars of the Wholesale 
Price (Basic Materials and Foodstuffs) Index from 1936-37 to the present 
time.

2. A liet of the oommoditiee and other information oonoeming
the index ie set out in Labour Report No. 49, I96I. 
6 below. /

(See also paragraph

208
208
208
208
209
209
209

420
458
454
465
464
464
474

317
317
317
316
316
316
3I6

267
259
249
246
250
246
231

439
439
439
439
439
439
444

335
337
337
338
338
337
337

340
343
341
340
338
343
354

272
274
272
273
273
272
271

365
368
368
366
365
369
378

338
340
339
339
338
340
346

3. Commoditiea in the index are prioed in their primary or baaio
form wherever poeaible and as nearly ae may be at the point where they
first make effective impaot on the Australian price struoture. The
prioes of imported goods, for Instance, are on an ex-bond or into factory 
basie.

4. The prioes used have, in the main, been obtained directly
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276
276
275
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380
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374
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p366 
p368

349
348
348
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p34O

from manufacturers and merchants, 
are from Melbourne sources.

With a few important exoeptione, they

5. The weights are based on estimates of the average annual
consumption of the commodities in Australia during the period 1928-29
to 1934-35. 
formula.

The indsx is oonstruoted on the aggregative fixed-weights

index number for the "Ketals and Coal
(a) The special purpose

Briquettes for January, 1964, is 441-
(b) Excluding potatoes and onions (see paragraph 6 overleaf), 

and onions for January, 1964, arei-

group excluding Coal and

Index numbers including

6. During 1958, supplies and prioes of potatoes and onions
fluctuated violently between abnormally wide limits. These fluctuations

potatofes

were so great as to dominate the movement of the sections of the index 
in which these items were included, namely, "Foodstuffs and Tobaooo",

Foodstuffs and Tobacco .. 338
"Goods Principally Home Produced" and "Total All Groups". In the circuiD-

roocstuiis aiiu .. --
Goods Principally Home Produced .. Pc 5
Total All Groups •• ■■ N4d

stances, neither seasonal adjustment nor conversion of the index to a 
"changing weights" formula oould be applied to eliminate these transient
fluctuations. Accordingly, in order to provide a representative measure

(c) Represents only such imported oommoditiea 
, X___ _______ _ rebaníJ-AR An DrÍ<

as are

P

Index and doeo not measure changes in prices of all imports.
Included in the Wholesale Price of general trend in wholesale prices, the index was reconstructed as 

from the base period by omitting potatoes and onions.

- preliminary, subject to revision.

This dooument is published by the Commonwealth Statistician, and 
contain^"itatisti‘o8 or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by 

the Commonwealth Statistician pursuant to the Census and Statistics

7. Consideration ie beir.g given to the enlargement of the index
to cover additional groupe and to revising the weighting pattern of the 
index.
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