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Noie: Statislics of new motor vehicle registrations refer to the number of registrations processed by the Victorian Roads 
Corporation. Due to backlogs in processing new registrations and variations in the rate of processing, caution should 
he exercised when interpreting month to month movements in the original and seasonally adjusted series

The following table indicates the proportion of total new motor vehicle registrations reported each month by Roads 
Corporation that relate to the reference month; in March 1991 the proportion of "current" records was 76 per cent, 
with 24 per cent relating to earlier periods

Publication 
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During the first nine months of the financial year a uital of 96,310 new motor vehicles were reported as registered, a 
decrease of 24 per cent over the corresponding period of 1989-90 (Table 3).
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i (a) Excluding motor cycles, tractors, plant and equipment, caravans and trailers.
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. for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related unpublished 
statistics, contact Klaus Buechler or Ixon Kinnersly on Melbourne (03) 615 7000; or any ABS Stale 

INQUIRIES office.
. for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Services 
Melbourne (03) 615 7(XX); or any ABS Slate office.
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Period

1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90

TABLE I. MOTOR VEHICLES ON REGISTER, VICTORIA 
(*000|

.W<9<»r cars 
and station 

. H c/^ofta Utilifies
Panel

vans

Trueks

-
ulated

truck
Hustfi

.WoO/r
Total cycles

"1

!989-<X) — 
January 
Fcbfuizv 
Mjfkh 
-\pfil 
May

1990-91 — 
July 
August 
Septcmbei 
October 
Nowemher 
December 
January 
Fctxuary 
Mafsh

, t.9.36.8 
1.972.9 
2.010.2- 
2.064.yQ 

2.076.2 
2.1.37.8

137.8
.. 139.2^

142.8
145.4
146.6
150.2

59.0
5A.0
57.4

49.1
44.5
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187.0
193.1
201.7
206,5
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13.1

1-3.0
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2,.354.,3 
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2,444,9
2,505.1 
2.517 I
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84.5
70,1
68.1 
6"? 9

TABLE 2. NEW Mt)T<»R VEHICLES REGISTERED, VICTORLV

Motor cars 
and station 

wagons Utilities
Panel

vans

Trucks

AtlH
Other 
ti m k

RigiJ ulated types Busf' loial
.5/ '

u les

105.907
119.216
140,918

10,0.36 
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l<U3|
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TABLE 3. NEW Mt)TOR VEHICLES REtJISTERED VICTORIA, ORIGINAL AND 
.SEASONALLY ADJUSTED

Motor ears and station
Other veht( les(al Ttttaka^ fbi

Original
Seasonally 

ad/usted Original
Seasonally 

adjusted Original
Seasonally Trend

adjusted estinuue(ci

MELBOURNE STATISTICAL DIVISION

1989-90 — 
January 
February 
5tar<h 
.April 
May

5.193
7.862

13.138
9.'?57
9.753

6.447 
8,938

11.282 
10,748
9.336
8,085

I ,(X)7 
1.351 
1.851 
1,5.39 
1.622 
1.353

1.3.36
1.513
1.625
1.663
1,452
1.283

6.200 
9.213

14,989 
11.296 
11.375
9,315

7.7K4
10,450
12,908

10.788
9 UM

10.359 
10,791 
11,160 
11.289
11.088 
10.677

1990-91 —
July

.September 
October 
November 
December 
Jjtfiuary 
February 
March

10.13.3
8.172
8.811

7.035
6.097
5, *59

III

9,467 
7,86.5 
8,368 
8,046
6.831 
6,405 
6.U7 
6,522 
4 784

1,548
1.109
1.029
1.521

9ft(J 
699
585
nn
6(U

1,066 
1.154 
1,262 
1.015

854) 
782 
984 
598

t 1.681 
9.281 
9,840 
9.955 
7,995 
6,796 
5.744 
6,599 
5.715

10.720 
8.931 
9.522 
9,308
1 845 
■’.255 
7,149 
\5O6 
5

10.129
9.549
9.ltt
8.709
8.221 
’67!
’,14.)
6,671
6.209

1989-90 —
July — Mar^h 

1990-91 —
July — March 64 674

Mt AXl 14 4Nl I4.7S9 ‘♦6,5165 m5.(wi

H 9^2 8,96* '1 6(16 *’1 6lM ■•ui:

TOTAL VICT ORJA

1989.90— 
Jaiiuary 
February 
.Marvh 
April 
Mjy

6 894 
10.036 
16.701 
IX.50.3 
1X639 
10.331

8.h06 
11.566 
14.134 
13.820 
12.190 
10,496

1.546 
X01.5 
2.820 
2.360 
2.427 
2.04’

2.027
2.290
2.506
2.486

8.440
12,051
19.521
14.863
15.066
12.378

10,633 
13,856 
|6.6M> 
i6.xr 
14,413

I 3.491 
14.115 
14,669 
14,886 
14,6.39 
14.119

1990-91 — 
July 
AuguM 
.September 
Ouh'4j«r 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March

1.3.185
IO,39«

10.945
9.060
7.651

7,277 
6.462

12.262
10.048
10.877
10,629
8,705
7,788
8,146 
8.396
5,94 3

1.657 
1.487
2.36.5 
1,483 
1.034

93)

912

1.9M 
1,558 
1.706 
1.981 
1.632 
1.207 
1.230 
1.476 

‘♦02

1.5.62?
12.055 
12.701 
1.3.310
10,54.3
8.68.5 
7.444 
8.571
’.374

14.227 
1 l.6t>6 
IX.58,3 
12,610 
10.,3.37
8.99.5 
9. .376
9.872 
6,845

13,418 
12^61 
1X051 
11.469 
10.777 
lO.lSU
9,264 
8.612 
7 969

1989-90 —
July — Maah 

1990-91 —
July — March

105.445 1(4,196 21.61’ 22.128 I27.O5K I24.*P

8X716 S2.794 13.594 13.656 96..3IO 96,451 96.225

(a) Excludes motor eye lex. tracturx. plant artd equipment. cJravM».c and tratlerx. (b) See paragraph 2 of the Explanatixy 
notes, (e) Trend eshmate (smoothed seasiMully adjusted) series are rcvis:d as additional obscrvatuxu become as ailable. See 
paragraph 5 of the Explanatory nrtes.
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TABLE 4. MAKES OF NEW MOTOR CARS AND STATION WAGONS REGISTERED, 

VICTORIA, MARCH 1991

Makt

Ford 
Holden 
hUtsubisht 
Nissan 
Toyota 
Other makes

Total

------- ■ MHVelucle rare weight (kilograms) . DflH

Upto 901 to I JOI to i JOI IO Over Not 
-......... . * IJOO IJOO SlatedQOO IJOO IJOO

O\tr
Total

Per 
cent M5D

9
87

7 
290

300

407
141
120
348
339
436

62 
404 
356 
282 
555 
298

737
544

19
76
79
97

84
34
30

177

1.299 
1.510

.528
830

1,157
1.138

20.1

8.2
12.8
17.9
17.6

894
1.225

400
717
875

1.002

1,701 1457 1452 444 «.4«2 100.0 5.111

TABLE 5. MAKES OF NEW CTILITIES REGLSTERED. VICTORIA. 
MARCH 1991

VfhieU tart wtighi (kilogramst

Make
up Io 901 to 

900 IJOO
t JOI to I JOI to Over

IJOO
Not

1.500 IJOO stated Total
Per 
cent M 5 D

Ford 
Holden 
Mitsubishi 
Nissan 
Subaru 
Suzuki 
Tt^ota 
Other makes

45

Total

h
10

33
9

38
4

38 
92
18
19
40
19
60

8

124

6.1
6,5

13.6
6,5

20.4
17

12

14 45 120 45 204 100.0 150

R 8
I

M

TABL"! 6. MAKES OF NEW PANEL VANS RE<;1STERED. VICTORLA. 
MARCH 1<»1

Vehicle tare weijght (kilograms)

Make
Up to 901 to

900 IJOO
I JOI IO I JOI to Over

IJOO
Ntrl

iJOO IJOO stattfi Total
Per 
cent M S D

Ford 
Mazda 
Nissan 
Volkawagon 
Other malte?.

53..3
26.7
6.7

13..3

5S
3I

Total 1 14 IS 100.0 14
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TABLE 7. MAKES OF NEW RIGID TRL’CKS REGISTERED, VICTORIA, 
MARCH 1991

Gross \ fhulf nuiss ftmiritsf (ai

Ntuke
Upto 4t)OI 3001 12001 i6O0i 20(M)i

to 8 to 12 to 16 to 20 to if)
Ovvr Not

SO i luted Toittl tent M S D

Ford 
Holden 
Mil.subishi 
Nissan 
Toyota 
Other makes

10

14
9 9

13
6

52

101
49

M 
16 

132
68 

136 
109

12.4
6.6

24.0

24.8 
IWM

17
111) 
4«
94

ToUl 54 40* 549 100.0 404

4

7

5 U

la) Oro&s vehk'le nutM is ihe mixiinum pemiMsihie weight «*)  the lu-ided vchivk
D

£@681

TABLE ». MAKES OF NEW ARTICVLATED TRLCKS REGISTEREI). VICTORLA, 
M/\RCH 1991

Upto ibOOl 20t)OJ 24 001 SOfWl .i4f)Ui Over
^dtike to 20 to 24 to SO to S4 to 40f6

I

ToUl

IniemoiioDai 
Kenworth 
Volvo 
Other make*:

Crojj^ <<>m/NNdh<M miM.* (zorinrs)/d)

/Vol

ffri/ o^ 
\ u tortu

40 iiuted foiat

M

15

Pet 
i enl MSD

5».«

513

100.0

ia) Grow k:ombinatii>n majs-s w the maximum pemussible weight of' ihe jwitne nuiver plus jitxhed loaded trailer

6

19

TABLE 9. MAKES OF NEW OTHER TRtCK TYPES ,\ND BVSES RECiLSTEREa VICTORIA, 
VURCH 1991

Total
Ter

< enl

6

9

14 560
44.0

100.0
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TABLE IB. NEW MOTOR CYCLEZS REGISTERED, VICTORIA. MARCH IWl

< capacity enftine icci

51 ta 151 fa 251 to 501 to < , f»i( MUDTiiial
Ov 

750 stated

I
Make 50 150 250 500 750

Harley Davidson 
Honda 
KawaN-tki 
Suzuki 
Y aniaha 
Ohcr makes

Toui

12

16
II 
12 
it

45 
4
6

57
51
76 
«7
11

15.8
17.4

26.h
54

22 $1 77 W7 100.0

TABI E U. \EW MOTOR VEHKLt:S RtXi
CYLINDERS. VICTORIA. \LVR<-H !*»!

FfufI and
. \h.nders

^lotnr (ars 
and sialtan 

hUX‘»»<4

U 
5.4

174

lilSTERED BY ECEl. TYPE AND SCMBER Of

Utibties
Panel 

vans

Trucks

Anu
Other 
truck

Bfgfd ulated types Buses Toial

■■'.s

D 

/>*'/  
lent

Fuel — 
Petrol 
Diesel 
Ga.*  
fXherGntl dual tuvl i

6 l|h
145

1

2*».' 1^
241)

o H
b

h.M2A
445 6.0

0.1

Total hl**: 2‘»4 U ’’ MA HKi.O a
• CylmdersTs 

Ftxir
St.K ';■
Eight 
Other 
Nol stated’

V'U4
:.4io

HWsO
H.5

tt>2 
124 »» 7 II

' a

4.4W» 
2,#».55

12M 
UM

2H

60 M

14 
0 4 
u

Tut al 2*4 14 25 7J74 100.0

D

T VBLE P NEW TRACTORS, PLANT AND EQLIPMENT, CARAVANS, 
lrtOUC.1— ■ V«AD/'UiafilREGLSTERED, MARCH IWI

I\l>e MSD
Rest of 

Victoria

Tratlors
Mobile planl.equipmem.ek. 
Caravan*  
Trailer*

Total

Jitial

•«bifc,4



EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication contains detailed information 

regarding registrations of new motor vehicles and 
includes particulars of motor cars and suuon wagons, 
utilities, and panel vans classified by make and tare, and 
rigid and articulated trucks by make and gross vehicle 
mass/gross combination mass. Details of registrations 
of new tractors, trailers, caravans, and plant and 
equipment are also included, as are particulars of motor 
vehicles on register.

Seasonal adjustment
4. Original and seasonally adjusted registrations
of new motor vehicles are shown in Table 3. The two 
component series 'Motor cars and station wagons' and 
'Other vehicles’ arc each adjusted separately, and the 
adjusted figures for total registrations arc obtained by
adding together the two component scries. In the
seasonally adjusted series, account has been taken of 
normal seasonal factors and 'trading day' effects
(arising from the varying numbers of Sundays,

Scope and coverage
2. Motor vehicle registration statistics are
obtained from data made available by the Roads 
Coiporation (formerly the Road Traffic Authority of 
Victoria) and reflect the information as recorded in 
rcgisualion documents. In these statistics, registrations 
mean registrations processed by the Roads Corporation 
during the period. In Victoria, registrations arc not 
processed by the Roads Corporation until some time 
after the actual date of registration; for this reason, a 
number of registrations processed in a given month 
actually relate to vehicles registered prior to that month

The statistics include vehicles with diplomata 
and consular plates and govemment-owned vehicles 
other than those belonging to the defence services.

Allliough registration of recreation vehicles 
intended for use in public places other than road.s is 
compulsory, particulars of such vehicles arc excluded 
from statistics contained in this publication.

&

Recent changes in processing procedures 
implemented by the Roads Corporation may imp-tet on 
statistics contained in this publication. Care should 
therefore be taken when using these statistics

ClassiTication of vehicles
3, Other truck type vehicles include non-frcight
carrying trucks, arnbulaiKes, hearses, and nKUorised 

caravans.

As Ihe registration documents used by the
____ _ ____ .wxiewo riieinmc nAlvarious State motor vehicle registry systems are not

uniform, either in the data that are available or in the 
definition of common data items, care must be taken
when making comparisons between data from different 
systems. It is possible for identical vehicles to be 
described differently in different States or Territories,
systems.

e.g. rear end door sedans may be registered either as
Consequently, cars and stationcars or station wagons. .

wagons have been amalgamated lo avoid any confusion 
In addition, in a rclauvely small number of eases the
characteristics used to classify vehicles for the purposes 
of this publication may be inconsisicnily recorded 

within a particular registration system.

Q

Mondays, Tuesdays, etc. in the month) and the effect of
movement in the date of Easter which may, in
successive years, affect figures for different months

Seasonally adjusted statistics should not be
regarded as in any way definitive In inlerprciing
particular sca.sonally adjusted statistics it is imjiortani to 
bear in mind the methods by which they have been 
derived and the limitations to which the methods used 
arc subject.

Seasonal adjustment is a means of removing 
the csumalcd effects of normal seasonal variation from 
the series so that the effects of other influences on the
series may be more clearly recognised Seasonal
adjustment procedures do not aim lo remove the 
irregular or rvon-scasonal inlluences which may be 
present in any particular months, such a.s the effect of 
introducing rvew models or of industrial disputes 
Irregular inriueiKCS that arc highly volatile can make it 
difficult to interpret the movement of the scries even 
after adjustment for seasonal variation. The seasonally 
adjusted senes can. however, be smoothed to reduce the 
impxt of the irregular component in the adjusted series

5. Commencing with the September 19S6 issue of
this publicauon, trend estimates of motor vehicle 
registration statistics arc shown in Table 3. The trend 
estimate (formerly refereed lo as smoothed seasonally 
adjusted series) has been derived by applying a 13-ierm 
Henderson-weighted moving average to the scries.

While this technique enables smoothed data lor 
the latest period lo be produced, it docs result in 
revisions to the smoothed senes for the most recent 
months as additional observations become available. 
There may also be revisions as a result of changes in the 
original data, and as a result of the re-estimation of the 
seasonal factors.

Motor vehicles on register
6. Censuses of motor vehicles on register have
been conducted in respect of 31 December 1955 and 
1962, and 30 September 1971,1976, 1979, 1982, 1985

and 1988, From December 1976, details of
Commonwealth Government-owned vehicles on
register are only available al 31 December each year.
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For 30 June estimates, the previous 31 December 
Figures for Commonwealth Government-owned vehicles 
arc used. Motor vehicles on register at a given date arc 
vehicles for which either fees were paid in advance, on 
that date, or retrospectively. Figures for motor vehicles 
on register prior to June 1982 were derived from 
estimates of the previous Census of Motor Vehicles. 
From June 1982 onwards, motor vehicles on register 
Figures have been collected from the Roads 
Corporation.

(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, 
a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. These are available from 

any ABS Office.

Electronic services
9. DISCOVERY Key *6S6»  for selected current

AUSSTATS

economic, social, and demographic 
statistics.
Thousands of up-to-date time series
are available on this ABS on-line

Unpublished tables
7. Various iabulalions of a more detailed nature
titan those contained in this publication arc available in 
the form of computer printouts for inspection in thi.s 
Office. It is recommended that inquiries regarding the 
availability of unpublished statistics be made by 
telephoning in the first instance, in general a charge i.s 
made for supply of such tabulations.

service through CSIRONET.
For further information phone the
AUSSTATS Help Desk on (062) 52
6017.

TKLESTATS This service provides foreign trade
statistics tailored to users’
requirements. Further information is 
available on (062) 52 5404.

Related publications
8, Users may also wish to refer to the following
ABS publications which arc available on request: 
Kegislrations of New Motor Vehicles. Australia.

Preliminary (9301.0) (monthly) ($3.25)
Motor Vehicle Hegistrations. Australia (9303.0)

(monthly) ($8.00)
Motor Vehicle Kegistrations, Australia (9304.0) 

(annual) ($8.00)
Motor Vehicle Cerisus. Australia (9309.0) (irregular)

Current publications produced by the ABS art- 
listed in the Catalogue of Publications. Australia

' 0 Commonweallh of Austrah*  1991

0'

.Symbols and other usages
r figure or series revised since previous issue 

nil or rounded down to zero
M.S.D. Melbourne Statistical Division
n.a. not available

R.A. CROCKETT
Deputy Commonwealth Siatisticiart

Where Figures have been rounded, discrepancies 
may occur between sum.s of the component items and 
totals.

Recommended retail price: $10.00
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