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COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS , CANBERRA . AUSTRALIA

Ref erence No. ¡4.6

REGl.STRATIONS OF NEW MOTOR VEHICLES : AUSTRAL1.A, MARCH 197,3 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT

The statistics in this preliminary statement are derived from information as recorded on registration 
documents. The figures include vehicles with diplomatic and consular plates and all Commonwealth-owned new vehicles other 
than those belonging to the defence services. Although the position vanes fnim State to State, in these statlilKS 
’’registrations” generally means registrations processed by the motor vehicle registration authorities in the Stales and 
Teinlones diinng the penod. In some States, registrations of new motor vehicles are not recorded in the statistics until some 
lime alter registration.

' The monthly bulletin Regiimnons of New Motor I'eI.icles Malce of I'ehtde .4uitmlia (Reference No.
14 H) conlaining information on make and horsepower ol motor vehicles registered during the month to which this statement 
refers will be issued at a later date.

Original and seasonally ad|)usted registrations of new motor vehicles are shoivn in Table I. In the seasonal 
ad|usinicnt, account has been taker, not only of normal seasonal factors but additionally of Trading-day’ effects (arising from 
the varying number of Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, etc., in the month) and the influence of Easter which may, in successive
years, affect figures for difTerent months. The two component series ‘Motor cars and station wagons’ and ‘Other vehicles’ are
each adjusted separately and the adjusted figures for ’Total’ registrations arc obtained by adding together the two component 
senes. Details of the methods used in seasonally adjusting the component series are shown in Seasonallv Adfusted Indicators. 
1172 i Reference No. 1.10) issued on 6 July 1972.

4. A revised classificalion of motor vehicles has been adopted for publication of statistics of new motor vehicle
regisiraiions from I January 1972. The principal differences between this classification and that which it replaces involve the 
categones light commercial type vehicles, trucks and other truck type vehicles. Consequently, figures shoivn from January 
1972 lor these categones are not strictly comparable with data for previous periods. The new classification has been used as 
the basis (ol a census of motor vehicles on register at .TO September 1971, initial results of which were issued on 12 October 
1972 111 Ccrisus of Motor Vehicles. 20 .'¡eptemher 1971 fRefeience No. 14.15).

5 The boundary between light commercial type vehicles and trucks has been defined by confining the former
to vehicles with a carrying capacity of less than 20 cwt. Because of the absence of details of carrying capacity on the
registration records in certain States, it has been necessary to impute carrying capacity by reference to R.A.C. horsepower 
rating in order to ensure consistent treatment across Australia in these statistics. This affects some vehicles in the vicinity of 
20 cwt carrying capacity.

6. In all States, ‘capital city’ repsirations refer to vehicles whose registered owners’ addresses are located within
the capital city statistical division as defined for the 1^71 Population and Housing Census. All registrations in the Australian 
Capital Territory are included under ‘capital city’ while (hose in tlic Northern Territory are included under ‘other areas’.

7. Particulars of registrations of new tractors, plant and equipment, and caravans and trailers are sliown in
Table 5 Many tractors, particularly the agncultuial types, and items of plant and equipment, are not registered and therefore 
are not included in this table. The extent to which they are included vanes from Slate to State.

Symbols u.sed in this Bulletin

P pieliminary 
revised
nil or not applicable

--------- break in continuity of senes (where drawn across a column between two consecutive figures)
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TABLE I. - REGISTRATIONS OF NEW MOTOR VEHICLES (EXCLUDING MOTOR CYCXES). 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED: AUSTRALIA

Motor can and 
ttation 'tiagaru Olhrr vtHiciej fa/ Total fa)

Originai
SeaaonaBy 
adfuated Original

SaaaonaRv 
adfutted Original

^aonaOy 
adfutted

1972 - 
February 
March

May

July 
Aukusi 
September 
October 
November 
December

30.497 
32,883 
30.925
38480 
34.398 
34.000
35,010 
33,221
34.8 36 
38.828 
34.389

31.713 
31.639 
32J35
34,109 
34.135 
34,124 
32.263 
35,686
34.601 
36.437 
35,465

6,567 
8.000
7.291 
8.967 
8.012 
7.804 
7.800
7.587 
8.969 
9.457 
7.815

6.928 
7,626 
8,003 
7,726 
7,907
7,668 
7.052 
7,634 
8.522 
8.931
8,749

37,064
40.883
38416
47,247
42,410
41.804
42.810
40.808
43.805
48.285
42.204

38441 
39.265 
40,338 
41.835
42.042 
41.812 
39,315 
43,320
43.123 
45.368
44.214

-
January 
l ebnury r 
March

32.518
32.356
38.699

35403
35.418
37.596

7.874
7.657
9.455

9.249
8.494
8.846

40.392
40.013
48.154

44.752
43.912
46.442

(a) Excludes trarton. plant and equipment.

TABLE L - KECISTRATIONS OF NEW MOTOR VEHICLES, SY TVFE OF VEHICLE : Al’STTLAUA

A/ofw can
burton 
^gont

f.ight commercial 
tyjre rehiciat

Truckt fcarrying capacity 
20 etvf and over)

clottd articulated

Other

tyj>e 
rehiclet Burn

Total 
(excludet 

motor 
cvciet)

Motor 
eyelet

Year 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972

310.267
34 3.2 7 5
358.181
362.669
353.924

58,569 
57,604 
54,880
54.555 
51.928

34.734
36.510
35.881
33.822
38.545

16.711 
17,621 
19.701 
22,908 
23.492 26.869

26.705
29.700
29.476
26500 ...

2.913

970 
1.407 
1,289

340

1.745 
2,041 
2.190 
2.394 
2.047

449.701
488.158
501.598
504.511
500.056

22.887 
25,386 
32.701
48,786 
54.641

1972 - 
Iebruary 
March 
April 
May

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

26.668 
29.351
27.268 
33.155
29.706 
29.458 
30.250 
28.973
30.623 
33.717 
29.754

3.829 
3.532 
3.657 
5,125 
4.692
4.542 
4.760 
4.248 
4.213 
5.I1I
4,635

2,716 
3.454 
3.123 
3.857 
3.195 
3.067
3.273 
3.211 
3.444 
3.624 
2.995

1.490 
1,881 
1.841 
2.178 
1.954 
1.890 
1.852 
i.820 
2.428 
2.599 
2.209

1.922 
2,201 
1.963 
2,480 
2.429 
2.384 
2,215 
2,113 
2,585 
2.755
2.155

208 
259 
189
243 
252 
276
260 
248 
231
251 
242

24
22 
25
31
19 
20
34
36
34
35
34

207 
183
150
178
163
167
166
159 
181
187
180

37,064 
40.883 
38.216 
47,247
42.410 
41.804 
42.810 
40.808
43.805 
48.285 
42.204

4,706 
4,915 
3,934 
4.117 
3,367 
3.448 
4.630 
5.041 
5,471
5.821 
5,158

1973p - 
January 
i ebruary r 
March

28.270
28.333
33,811

4.248
4.023
4.888

3.152
2,994
3.656

2,122
2,080
2,692

2.147
2.135
2.554

248
230
318

28
26
24

177
192
211

40,392
40.013
48.154

6.058
6.136
6480
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TABLE 3. - REGISTRATIONS OF NEW MOTOR VEHICLES (EXCLUDING MOTOR CYCLES) (a) 
STATES AND TERRITORIES

N.S. k. Vic. Qld S.A. k.zi. Tai. N.T. Aust.
Year - 

1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972

163,050
181,797
188,997
191,239
187,365

117,365 
126.957 
132,032 
127.283 
126,523

61.128 
61.591 
61,963 
66.742
71.248

40.339
45.599
45.447
43,979
44,142

45,154
48.823
48,351
49,391
44.651

13.719
13.636
14.119
14,437
14.770

2.966
3,254
3.308
3,750
3,356

5,980
6.501
7.381
7.690
8.003

449,701 
488,158
501,598 
504,51 I 
500,058

1972 - 
February 
March

May 
June 
July 
Auftust 
September 
October 
November 
December

13,941 
15,010
14.515 
17.567 
14,898 
16.910 
15,862
15,338 
16,358 
17.614 
15.628

9J38 
10,446
9,763 

12,757 
11,290 
10.203 
11,257
9,770 

11,190 
11.941 
10.753

5,084 
5,888 
5,328 
6,420 
6,338 
5,553 
6,224 
6,216 
6,249 
7.249
5,329

3,241 
3.767 
3,179 
4,000 
4,006 
3,544

3.668
3,755
3.364

3,736
3,808
4,604
3,894

3,570 
3.497 
3,786 
3,552 
3,926
4.393 
4.014

1,030 
1,135 
1,179 
1.389 
1,239
1,170 
1.280 
1,243 
1,319
1.356 
1,594

202 
216
234 
311
383 
362 
329 
309
255 
259 
222

660 
666
654 
690 
686 
565
659 
644
700 
869 
770

37,064 
40,883 
38,216 
47,247 
42,410 
41,804 
42.810 
40,808 
43,805 
48,285 
42.204

1973p 
January 
February 
March

15.613 
rl4,008
18,617

8.808 
rlO.293 
11.955

6.961
6.169
6,613

3.331 
r3.647 
4.259

3,545
3,714
4,319

1.118
1.167
1.263

345
281
334

671
734
794

40.392 
r40.013
48,154

(a) Excludes tracton. plant and equipment.

TABLE 4. - REGISTRATIONS OF NEW MOTOR VEHICLES, BY TYPE OF VEHICLE 
STATES AND TERRITORIO. MARCH I973p

rvpe of vehicle N.S.W. Vic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tas.
Capital

Total

Motor cars
Station wagons
Light commercial type vehicles 

open

Trucks (carrying capacity 
20 cwl and over)
npd 
articulated

Other truck type vehicles
Buses

13,455
1.772

1.186
1.188

821 
100

8 
87

8,630
1,308

4.146
756

3,183
363

2,786
477

915
85

118
48

578
79

22,495
3,390

33,811
4.888

743
571

766
390

337
120

419
299

101
54

65
23

39
47

1,559 
1.931

3.656
2.692

Capita] cities 
Other areas

11,639
6,978

Total (excL motor cycle«) 18,617

Motor cycles 2,648

552
94
10
47

498
39 

1
17

202
36

2
16

298
25 

3
12

81
18

70 32
2

6 17

1,402 
113

19
120

2,554
318

24

8,330
3,625

3,706 
2.907

2,913
1,346

3.075
1,244

572
691 334

794 31.029 31.029
17.125

11.955 6,613 4,259 4,319 1,263 334 794 31,029 48,154

1.201 1.060 905 432 130 139 65 3,321 6.580



Type of vehicle

Tractors
Plant and equipment 
Caravans
Trailers

Capital cities 
Other areas

Total

4

TOLE 5. - REGISTRATIONS OF NEW TRACTORS, PLANT AND EQUIPMENT 
CARAVANS AND TRAILERS : STATES AND TERRITORIES, MARCH I973p

N.S,W.

46
84

604 
1,741

1,371 
1,104

M75

Vic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tas.

225
79

637
1,140

943
1,138

2,061

121
41

298
920

19
24

229 
906

102
43

140
771

27
9

54
351

6
16
89

4
7

51
133

548
293

2,029
6,051

676
704

755
423

697 
359

167 
274 115

195 4,804
4,117

1J80 1,178 1,056 441 115 195 8,921

table 6. - REaSTRATlONS OP NEW MOTOR VEHICLES, BY TYPE OF VE 
STATES AND TERRITORIES, THREE MONTHS ENDED MARCH I973p

OF VEHICLE

Australia

Type of vehicle N.S.W. Vic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tas. N.T.
Motor cars
Station wagons
Light commercial type vehicles - 

open 
closed

Trucks (carrying capacity 
20 cwt and over) -
rigid 
articulated

Other truck type vehicles 
Buses

Capital 
cities Total

34.795
4.620

22,625 
3,361

12.584
2.194

8,385
985

7.473
1,315

2.625
283

347
161

1,580
240

59.161 
8.962

90,414 
13,159

3,123 
2,978

1,839 
1,450

2,303
1.006

842 
330

1,139 
790

234
150

212
63

110
127

4,098 
4.895

9,802
6.894

Capital cities 
Other areas

Total (excL mot r cycles)

Molor cycles

2431 
251
20 

220

1,391
232

25
133

1.493 
102

3 
58

538 
96
19
42

738
59 

6
58

190
35 

3
28

155

1 
10

100 
10

1
31

3.658 
281

57 
311

6,836
796 

78
580

30,203
18,035

46436

6.986

21.454
9.602

9.581 
10,162

7,824 
3.413

8.542
3,036

1.620 
1,928 960

2.199 81,423 81.423
47,136

31,056 19,743 11437 11478 3448 960 2,199 81,423 128459

3.401 3.437 2.759 1,260 385 311 235 9.291 18,774

J. P. O’NEILL 
Commonwealth Statistician

Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics 
Canberra, A.C.T. 2600

NOTE. Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 49 0211 extension 369
State capital, by telephoning the office of the Bureau of Census and Statistics. Of. in each


