COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND S

CAPITAL AND MAINTENANCE EXPENDITURE JY PRIVATL

JULY, 1951 TO JUNE, 1957

This Pulletin contains the results of a survey made in the first quarter of
1957 together with ocomparable data for previous surveys,

It relates to expenditure on buildings, capital
maintenance by most private businesses during the last six m 3
corrasponding expenditure which they anticipated making during the

1957.

Industrial Field Covered -

The survey is designed primarily to measure
the tangible assets specified. With current statistical
to embrace all private industry in the survey, Therefor
total of all private investment on the specified ite
extent of the field surveyed is given by the fact that the f
businesses employing approximately 80 per cent, of the to
private employment, excluding rural industry and rrivate do

The industrial dissection and the quality of
been improved, especially since the second half of 1954,
organisations having extensive operations in more than one indust
information on an industry basis so that it is no longer necessary
of the organisation according to its predominant activity,

The survey is based on sampling procedures
covered by it are selected from the lists of those su

These lists exclude all businesses whose pay~roll
limit &8s well as "exempt" bodies such as religious, benevolent

Rural holdings and farms are not included in the
practical difficulties involved in securing adequate coverage
facilities, But certain particulars derived by census methods
in Table 4 hereof,

Government airlines and barks are included hut
takings are excluded from the survey, Professional busir
trade associations, consultant engineers, eto.) are exclude
expenditure is too small to effect trends and the work involved
not warranted,

Terms Used -~

By definition, the items of expenditure here covered ar:
other structures as well as machinery, vehicles and other capiisl
"Expenditure" is defined as payments made (or anticipated to be made) dur
specified periods,

The term "buildings and structures" covers p
agsets such as buildings, wharves, roads, lifts, heating and venii
The term, “other capital equipment" covers all machinery and equipmer
vehicles, aircraft and ships, and such items as new motors, lathes, office
fixtures, Installation costs are included as part of capital expenditure,

NEW CAPITAL EXPENDITURE BY PRIVATE BUSINESSES IN AUSTRALIA

Table 1 shows in Part A the estimsted expenditure on new bui
on other new capital equipment from July, 1951 to December, 1956, togetih
anticipated expenditure for January to June, 1957. As a guide in inter g
“"anticipated expenditure” part B ghows anticipated and actual expenditure for each
half year as a percentage of the actual expenditure in the previous helf yecr.
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(a) Antiocipated at the beginning o

the survey was £152.6 million for January - Junea,

1956, If ‘he anticipated expenditure for Jan

oapital expenditure for 1956-57 vill be £336.3 wi

over the previous year. Successive annual rates of inc
from 165051 to 1951-52 are 2%, 13%, 12%, 21%.

July - December, 1956 was 12 per cent. more than for ©

exactly as nnticipned), a decrease of nearly 3 per C=

anticipated for January - June, 1957. This is the first

new oapital expenditure since that for Jenuery - June, 19
in tetal is entirely due fo an expected fall of 9 per can

sapital equipment other than building from £107.9 million

.noreass of 8 per ven¥, from £62.5 million to £67.7 million is
building ~ the emallest increase anticipat.d since Januery to Juae,

. As table 1 shows, businosemen have fraguently oven-osi
antioipated expenditure on new building while they have frequentl
expenditure on other new capital equipment.
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Table 2 shows total new capital
equipment in the principal industry groups
with the anticipated expenditure for January

The non-manufacturing sector sho
half of 1956 compared to an increase of only
For January to June, 1957, however, expactati
vhioh anticipate a 5 per cent, increcse
per cent, decrease to £75.2 million for non-nmz
exceptionally high July to December 1956 erpend

previous half-year, all industries except text
increased their new capital expenditure, Only
manufacturing industry group anticipated dec*eas
Wajo: increases ocour in the engineoring ani wveh

Following increased expendituce in July -
non-marufacturing induatry, all rro >3 ap' m-nl'g
for January - June, 1957, These drore s are antic

the transport and vholesale and retail da group
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Table 3 shoms estinated expenditure on

and of other capital equipment since July, 1
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