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The Manufacturing Division index decreased by 1,0 
per cent in January 1994 (-1.3 index points). Prices 
of Home produced materials fell by 0.5 per cent in 
January, while prices of Imported materials fell by 
2.2 per cent.
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Lower world prices for crude petroleum and a 
further improvement in the value of the Australian 
dollar were the main contributors to the fall in Ihe 
index this month. Prices for imported crude fell by 
8.7 per cent while home produced prices fell by 2.9 
per cent. These decreases were partly offset by an 
increase in most metal price.s during January. Prices 
for metal ore.s and ciincenlrales increased by 2.1 per 
cent in January 1994 after lengthy periods of 
showing price falls.
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The Manufacturing Division index decrea.sed by 3.2 
per cent between .lanuary 1993 and .lanuary 1994; 
the Home prtxluced materials index fell by 4.5 per 
cent and the Imported materials index fell by 0.8 per 
cent.
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INQUIRIES • for further information about slatislics in this publicalion and the availabiliiy of related 
unpublished statistics contact Geoff Brown on Canberra (06) 252 5.34X or any ABS Slate 
office,

• for infornuiiion about other ABS statistics and services please rcfci to the back page of this 
publication.

NOTE: Explanaiory Notes arc published ai the back of this publication.
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Perujd

1990-91 
1991 92 
1992-93

/992.9J~. 
November 
I>ecembcr 
January 
l*'ebnnry  
March 
April 
May 
June

i993-<i4 —
July 
Augusi 
Sepicrnber 
October 
November 
I>cccrnbcr p 
January p

TABLE I. I’KK K INDEXES (IE MATERIALS l.SED IN MANT EAdT RINL INDI STRIEiS
MAMI AC^ILRING IMVLSIOS INDEXES 
(IluM'ofeath Index; Vear i9S4-«5 s lOG.O)

Manujacturmf^
Division

Impofied 
maierials

INDfiX NUMBiiRS

123.8
120.7
126.6

127.9
127.0
126.7
126.7
125.9
12.5.0
125.3
127.2

127,2 
127.1 
I2K.I 
127.6 
126.0 
124.0
122.7

Source of tnaterials

produced 
rrtaierujli'

124.7
123.3
130.6

12.3.3
119.3
124 6

131.2
131.3
131.8
130.8
129.9
129.6 
1.30.7
134.3

126.2
124.7
124.0 
124 6
123.8
122.6
122.,5
123.4

134.5
1.33.3
1.35.5
135.8
1.35.2
13.3.6
130.7

123.4 
123.9
124.3 
123.2
121.1 
119 0
118.4
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Peniid

1990-91
1991-92
1992-93

y9y2-yj — 
November 
l^cember 
January 
bebruary 
March 
April 
May 
June

/yyj u-i _ 
July 
August 
September 
Ociober 
November 
December p 
January p

¡992-93 — 
November 
December 
January 
I'cbruary 
March 
April 
May

/yyj.y^ — 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December p 
January p

TABLE J. PRK EINDEXKSOI M/MERlALS I SKI) IN MAM l AC'l l RING IMH STRIES 
MAM l AGTl RING DIVISION INDEXES —

(Bum- (if each index: Year 1984-85 s

.^ariujacturing

pi;r<

ItíO.O)

Imponed 
maiertali

Source of masenols

t/wn/fi from prevuju^ year

4.0
-2.5
49

3.0

5.9

CAdfl^f from correspondin)^ rtumih of previous year

Home 
produced 
maiertals

4.6
-3.2
4.4

6.1 
4 K 
4.8 
4 8 
4 9 
3.7 
24 
2.1

O.K

0.9
-0.2
-1.5
-2.4
-3.2

0.1
-0.7
•0.2

-0.6
-0.7
0.2
1.5

•0.1 
08

-0.4
-1.3
-1.6
-1.0

6 6
6 1
5.9
4 9
5.1

5.2
6 8

5.9 
40
4.2
4.8 
4.8
2.8 
09 

-0.5

5.3
3 0 
4.5
4 1
3.0
18

O.K

1.6
1.6 
0.9
2.5
4.0
4.6
4,5

Change from previous mi>nih

0.6 
0.1 
04

-0.8
-0.7
-0.2 
0.« 
2.8

0.1
-0.9
1.7 
0,2 
•0,4
1.2

■2.2

-0.2
-1.2 
-0.6 
0.5 
06

•1.0
-0 1 
0.7

I■
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tahlk:. price indexes or materials l sed i.s M.ASI EA( ti ring isd« si riks 
COSTRHILTIDSOESELEC’I ED CA I EGDRIES OE MATERIALS li> M.AST l ACTl RlSti I)I\ ISIOS ISOKX 

(Etpressfd In (ernts of tiiUl .Manufacturing Dhliiiun index pointal (a)

Cale gory

Manufacturing Division

Uecemher /VVJ p 
,24.0

January JyV4 p

122.7

Co/Uribultijn la Manu/aeiuring Hi vistan tmüx (in in^üx paints}^

All Im(X)rted malcriáis 46.15 45.14 1.01

.Selec ted Imported inatcridls
Crude pcirolcum and tondcnsalcs
'I cxlile fibres, yams and fabrics 
lAilp, paper and materials made of paper 
('hemieals and chemi(.al based materials 
riasic iron and sled
(’onqK>nenls for madiinery and equipnienl

.1S2 
5.K2 
3.20
9..34
2.70

3 49 
5.76 
.3 19
9 15 
2.70

10.86

-0.3.3
0 06 
0,01 
0,19

-0.26

All Ii«.>mc prikluccd malcriáis 77.90 77.50 -0.40

Setccied Home produced materials 
Live animals
(Mher agricultural malcriáis 
Hardwood and softwood logs 
I'ish, prawns and lobsters 
Metal ores and concéntrales 
C'oal, crude petroleum and gas 
Hlcctriciiy

18.73
16.44 

1-88
1.94
9.17

18,58
5.8.3

18.61
16.57

1.87
1.82
9..37

18 14
5.8.3

•0.12 
0.13

•0.01 
0,12 
0.20 
0 44

(a) I'or an ciplanaiitxi of ihis lablc see paragraph 27 of ihc I'.splinaiory Noles and ihc Appendix lo ihc l-chruiry 198K issue of ihis puhlrvaiion

UMI
D
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Period

1990-91
1991-92
1992-93

¡992-93 — 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May

TABLE 3. PRICK IMtEXKS OK MATERIALS L'SK'l) IN MANGKACTURING INULSTRIE.S 
I.NUEXES KOH SELECI KU CATEGORIES OK IMPORTED MATERIALS

(Kase uf each IhdeM: Year 1984-85 s 100.0)

Agricultural 
maiertals (a) 

io?

85.0 
89.6

petraleutn and 
cundensates

73??

618
67.2

materials (a)

70.2
12.5

Texide 
fibres, yarns 

and fabrics 
ñsT 

140.0 
148.7

Pulp, paper 
and materials 

mtide of paper
\2^

124.5
125.1

6‘

87.9
87.5
87.0
93.6
94 2
93.4
937
91.2

69.9 
68 0 
65.7 
63.8 
65.7 
65.2 
64.8 
65.0

75.0
73.0
71 0
69.4
70.8
70.4
70.2
70,7

150.1 
150.2
151.1 
150.4 
148.5
147.9 
149,7 
152.6

126.5
127.8
129.4
128.6
126.4
122,9
123,6
121..5

/993 94 —
July
Auguai
September
October 
November
December p
January p

l-nr fooUKHCii, lee end oi Tihlc 4

Period

1990-91
1991-92
1992-93

¡992-93 — 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

90.8 
91..5 
92.1 
93.0 
93.0
92.6 
92.5

63.3
59.4
61.9 
62.0
62 I
57.5
52.5

69.2
64 8
67.2
67.6
67.6
63.5
59.0

153.2
152.8
154.2
155.0
155.5
154.0
152.4

124.6
125.0
123.7
124.8
125.1
123.5
123.0

TAIIEK 3. PH H E IMJEXIX OE .MATERIALS USED IN MANLEAi TtRIN<; INIHLSTRIEkS 
INDEXES EOR SEI.Ei TED <'ATE(;ORIE:S OE IMPORTED MATERIALS — conlinued 

(Duse Ilf each Index: Year 1984-85 = 100.0)

Chemicals 
a/ui chemical 

based rruiierials
flíjííc iron 
and sleet

15R.7
162.6
165.4

164.7
166.7
168.0
163.7
160.4
159.8
161,2
170.0

131.2
128.2
125.6

127.3
126.8
124.6
123.4
122.7
121.9
124.1
122.9

CornfOrtin/,T 
for machinery 
and equipmenl 

irT 
145.5 
162.7

Manujaeiured 
malerials (a)

Í4oT
141.3
150.2

A// 
imported 

materials (a) 
1247 

123.3 
130.6

161.6
161,7
163.8
164.9
164.9
164,9
169,1
176.6

150.3
151.1
152.4
151.2
149.6
149.3 
150.9
155.7

131.2 
131 ;
131.8 
130.8 
129.9 
129.6 
130.7 
134.3

¡993-94 —
July
August
September 
October 
November 
December p
January p

For fnoinoies, sra end of Table 4.

169.0
164,9
168.4
167.3
165.8
164.7
161.4

122.9
122.8
123.9
123.8
124.3
124.4
124.4

178.3
180.9
183.4
184.6
183.5
182.6
178.4

156.4
156.1
158.3
158.5
157.8
156.8
154.3

134.5
133,3
135.5
135.8
135.2
133.6 
13Ü.7
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Period

1990-91 
1991-92 
1992 93

/yy2-9i_ 
November 
December 
January 
I'cbruary 
March 
April 
May 
June

/yyj.y^ — 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December p 
January p

TABLE 4. PRICE INDEX LSOF MA I ERIALS USED IN .MANCI Ai’IT RIN(; INDI SI RIRS 
INDEXES EOR SELEi' 1 ED i'ATEGORIEkS OE Hi)ME PRODI ( ED MA I ERlALS 

(Base «f each index: Year 1984-85 = lOO.Oi

anttnals

118.7
120.8
129,5

128.8 
132.3 
135.2 
134.7
130.8 
128.7 
124.9 
130.6

136.6
139.7
140.9
138.6
139.1
140.6
139.7

[■'nr f(K)lnntes, see end of table

Period

1990-91
1991-92

/992 yj — 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

J993.Q4 — 
July 
Augusi 
September 
October 
Noventber 
I3eccrnbcr p 
January p

Other 
affncultural 

materials

130,1 
131.1 
135.3

136.1
135.7
135.0
136.2
135.3
133.5
137.1
136.7

135.0
135.6
134.8
133.6
133,8
135.2
136.3

Hard'^ood arui 
softwood Ions

155.8
155 3

f'lxh, proiins 
and lubsien

175.2
182.6
198,9

Agru'ullural. 
forestry an».i 

Jishina 
materials <a) 

i^T?
128.7
135.2

155.3 
154 6 
155 6
1554 
154.2 
155.0 
154.2 
156.1

154.1
155.0
153.7
154.2
154.6
154.0
153.4

1K7.2 
18-1,9
186.2
186.9
19,3.2
194.9
205 8
230,9

240,7
250.2
254.4
255.6
260.9
251.6
235.9

TABLE 4. PRICE INDEXES OE M A'l ERIALS LSEl) IN MANLEACTl RINii INDI STRlIiS 
INDEXES EOR SELECTED CA'I EiiORIES OF HOME PHODi:CED MATERIALS — continued 

(Ba.sc ofcuch Index: Year 1984-85 x IPO.O)

+

Melal 
ores and 

cunceniraies

139.2
141.6

145.2
142.2
140.6
140.9
137.5
136.1
136.2
133.9

134.6
131.7
129.6
128.7
126.8

129.0

Coal, crude 
peiroleurn 

and ¡¡as 
liisT 

93.3 
99.3

Mininfi 
materials (a)

TiTT
108.7
113.6

Electricity (a)

133.0
133.2

103.1
98.4
95.6
96.6
97.9
97.1
96.7
96.1

117.1 
113.1
110.7
111.6
111.7
110.8
110.5
109.6

132.6
132.3
132.4 
132 9
132.5
132.8
132.7
132.9

93.6
93.6
95.1
94.3
88.2
81.1
79.2

107.3
106.6
107,2
106.4
101.7
96.6
95.9

133.6
133.3
133.2
133.1
133.3
133.0
133.0

134.9
136.2
137.4 
1378
135 6 
133.8
133 9 
1372

139.6 
141.7 
141.9 
140.4
140.9 
142.0 
14I..5

All home 
produced 

materials la) 
mT 

119,3 
124.6

126.2
124.7
124.0
124.6
123.8
122.6
122..5
123.4

123.4
123.9
124.3
123,2
121.1
119.0
118.4

(a) Index nuinbcnt are available forlJicsc senes hack lo July 1968 Annual index numbers for the period 1968 69 to 19M 85. on referente base Year 
1984-85 - 100.0, am shown in Table A5 in the Appendix lo the Detcmbcr 1985 iiiue of ihis publitaiion.
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Periijd

1990-91 
¡991-92 
1992-93

7992 W — 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May

¡993 94-^ 
July 
AugUkl 
Sepiemlier 
October 
November 
December p 
January p

Pernni

1990 91
1991 92 
1992-93

November 
December 
January 
i'cbruary 
March 
April 
May

J 99 3-94 — 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
r^temher p 
January p

TAULES. PRICE

! ocui. 
heverafjes

and 
tobacco

(2i)

126 1 
128,8
134.3

134.0
134.6
135.5
136.1
134 8
133.7
133.9
136.1

137.8 
139.2
139 6 
138 4
138 4 
139.0 
138-3

IMJEXESOE MATEKIAUS LSEÜ IS MASI EACH RISI;
MAM l’ACTl RING SI ItUIMSION INIJEXKS 

(Hase of each index: Year 19Î14-IÎ5 = lÜO.û)

lexltlex 
(23)

131 I
126 4
128 2

1312 
1312 
130 9 
128.7 
12.5 4 
1234 
123« 
126.7

125 8 
127.5
127.8 
1289
1.31 0
1.30.9
129 9

ISin S’l RIEIS

Cloihing 
(244 245)

142.3
146.2
151.3

Poo/u'ear 
(24b) 

146 1 
143.5 
142.9

Wocni. '•vood 
pri>duels 

and 
furniture 

(25,

148 3 
1484 
15.3 9

Paper paper iïa\ic i.hemu als
prc^ucls. 

printing an.i 
publishing

________

138 8
137 5 
138.«

urv/ other 
cherrueal 
priniuets

(275 27Ò)

153.1 
137 7 
137.0

151 6
151.4
152.3
152.5
151.6
151.4
152.4
154.3

154.3
153.6
155.6
154.2
151.0
150.3
149.2

14} 1 
141.0 
141 8 
143 8 
143 8 
1418 
14.5 3 
145 I

145.2
145.0
146.9
147.2
146.7
147.2
146.9

152.1 
152 4 
153.9 
153.9 
153.9 
156 9 
158.2 
162.3

162 3 
162.7 
163.4 
163.0 
1626 
16,3.8 
162.5

1.38 8 
139.4 
140 6 
139.8 
138 2 
136 4 
136.9
136.1

137.7
137.7
137.«
137.8 
138.«
136 8
1.36.«

TABLES. PRICE IS DEX ESDI- MATERIALS LSEI) IS MASLEACTT RIS<; ISDLSTRIES

MASI EACTLHISi; SLTIUI VISION ISDEXEIS
(Hu.se (if i‘uth index: Year 1984-85 = 100.0)

— Cunitnueii

Petroleum 
arul coal 
products 

(277-27fi)
977

81,6 
88.2

metallic 
mineral

prcniuct.s 
(2 fi) 

iTôT 

147 2
149.0

Haste 
metal 

products 
(29)

142.1 
136.5 
135.5

Pahricaied 
metal 

products 
(.^h

148.2 
1469 
146.3

¡ransporl 
equipment 

(32)

146.0
145.3
154.1

137.6
137.9 
138 7
137,0 
134.9
134.5
Ï.Î2 1
136.2

136.3 
133.9
135.5 
137 1
136 7 
134.9 
133.4

D/Arz 
machinery 

and Miscellaneous 
equipment manufacturing

143.8
14G.2
143.1

132.4
125 4
131.5

92.1 
87.6 
84 7
85.1
86.6 
85 8
85.4 
84 9

149.3 
149.4
149.5 
14 9..5
149 0 
148 4
148 2 
147.8

1.38.2
136,0
135.2
134.4
132.0
130.9
131.0
130.1

147.1
146.9
145.8
145.6
145.2
144.5
144.9
145.6

153 4 
153.6 
154 1 
155.1 
155.7 
155.9 
158.1 
161 9

143.2 
142.9
143.5 
143.5
142.8 
14 2.0
142 9 
144.2

131.5
131.2
132.4
132.2
132.9
132.5
133.4 
134 3

82.4 
81.4 
83..3 
827 
77.6
70.5 
67.7

141.9 
141.3
140.6 
140.8
140 4 
140 4
139.8

130.4
126.8
125.4
125.0
123.4
122.7
124.1

145.7 
146.4 
146.4
145.7 
145.7
145 8
146.3

163.5 
165.0
166.7 
167.5 
166 5 
¡65.8
164.Ü

144.3 
145.1
145.8 
144.6
144 2
144.3
144.0

131.8 
132.9 
134.1
133..5 
133.3 
133 6 
132 6
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Period

1990-91
1991-92
1992-93

¡992-93^ 
November 
De.ccmber 
January 
February 
March 
Aprjl

¡993-94 
July 
August 
Scplcinber 
October 
November 
Oetember p 
January p

TABLEÓ. SELKCl El) metallic .MATERIALS L'SED IN THE EABRICATED 
METAL PRODLCT’S INDUSTRY {ASIC Subdivision 31)

(Base of each index: Year 1984-85 s 100.0)

¡ron and 
xleel (a) 

iTT?
146.4

146.1 
146.1
144.5
14.3.9
144.1
144.0
145.8 
146 4

146.4
146.5
146.5
146.5
147.0
147.4
147.8

A/umrntu/n (a) 
isztr 

141.0 
135.8

Copper and 
brass (a) 

ítíuT 
171.0 
180.0

'/akc (a) 
iTTo 

143.6 
155.0

138.0
136.7
135.4
136.9
135.5
133.9
130.1
129.7

130.8
134.8
135.1
133.4
132.3
130.1
130..5

180.3
180.7
185.4
185.3
179.4
172.3
165.6
169.0

156.7
151.2
152.1
153.0
152.7
143.7
142.8
142.3

171.0 
173 4 
174.5 
163.1
160.2 
159.8 
I63.Ü

141.1 
138 K
135.8
138.1
140.0
140.5
143.2

(■) Thwe index numbers replace tcncs previously published in Tabic I of ihe l*nce  Indexes of Mciallic Minerals. Australia {6410.0) lixeopi for Zinc, index 
numbers arc available for these senes back to July 196H. Zine index numbers arc wily available hack lo July 1976. Annual index numbers for the period 1 968 69 
to 1984-85, on reforenee base: Year 1984-85 » I IM) 0, are shown in I able A6 tn the Appendix lo tlie December 1^985 issue of ihi*  puhlicalion.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Inlrixluction
This publicalion contains a set of price indexes 

relating to maierial.s used In Ausiralian manufacluring 
indusuics. Each index is prcsenicd on reference base: 
Year ¡984-85 = ¡00.0.

nasis', that is, each relates only lo those materials which
are used in the defined 'sector' of Australian
nianiifacluring industry and which have been produced
by establishments outside that 'sector'. These
cstablishmenls are either Australian inanulacTuring

2. Table 1 contains index numbers for maierial.s used 
in the Manufacturing Industry a.s a whole (Division C of

esiablishineni.s classified to other manufacturing
'sectors' or lo other Divisions of Australian industry

the Ausiralian Slandiirii IntluMrial Claxsificaiion
(e.g. 'Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting' or

(ASIC)) and for Imponed malcriáis and Home produced 
materials coniributing to the Division index.

'Mining') or are overseas producers (including ovcrscu.s 
manufacturing eslahlishmenls).

3. Tabic 2 provides an analysis of ihe conlribulions
IÜ. The Manufacturing Division index measures

which .selected categories of inalerials make to Ihe total 
Manufacturing Division index (see paragraph 27).

change.s in prices of materials (including fuels) used by
eslablishments classified to
Manufacturing, which have

ASIC Division C,

4. Tabic.s 3 and 4 conlain index numbers for selected
Uansforred in

been purchased or
from establishment.s outside the

groups of commodities used in the Manufactiiring 
Division. These include index numbers for ImiHirtcd 
maierial.s and Home produced materials and for selected 
commodity groupings within each of these categories.

Manuiacturing Division. It excludes scmi-proccsscd 
maierial.s which have been produced by establishments 
within Ihe Manuiacturing Division and arc sold or
transferred lo other eslablishments within the

5. Table 5 contain.s index numbers for materials used
in 14 Manufacturing 'sectors'. These 'sectors' are defined

Manufacturing Division. The index rcnccTs purchases of 
materials al the point of entry to the Manufacturing 
Division.

in term.s of ASIC Subdivisions, ASIC Groups 
combinalions of ASIC Groups.

or

6. Table 6 contain.s index numbers for selected
eommtxlilics usetl in the Fabricated Metal Products 
index (ASIC Subdivision 31).

11. The indcxc.s for ASIC Subdivision.s 21, 23, 25, 26, 
28, 29, 31, 32, 33 and 34 and ihc indexes for ASIC 
Group.s 244-245, 246, 275-276 and 277-278 measure 
changes in prices of materials (including fuels) used by
establishment.s classified 10 each defined ASIC
manufacturing sector' which have been purchased or

7. Some of the index number senes in Tables 3, 4, 5
and 6 replace scries that were included in ihi.s 
publicalion prior lo the Dcecmbi-'r 198.5 issue. The index 
numbers in Table 6 replace scries previously published 
in Table 1 of Price lndexe.\ of Metallic Materials, 
Australia (6410.0). Details of the relationship between 
new and old scrie.s are set out in paragraphs 20 to 25 of, 
and the Apixmdix to, the December 198.5 issue of this 
publicalion.

transferred in from establishments outside that 'sector'. 
Each excludes scmi-proccsscd materials which have 
been prtMluccd by establishments within that specific 
sector' and sold or transferred lo establishments in the 
same 'sector'. The pricing and weights for these net 
'sector' indcxe,s therefore reflect purchases and iransfcrtt 
in al the point of entry lo the respective ASIC 
Subdivision, or ASIC Group or Group combination.

8. The Appendix to the December 1985 issue
provides detaihs of the composition and weighting of 
each index included in this publicalion. Ii also advises 
users about linking (new) index number scrie.s on the 
reference base: Year 198-1-85 = lOOA) and (old) index 
number series on the reference base: Year 1968-69 = 
100.0. The Appendix also contains tabic.s of linked 
annual index numbers for the pcritxl from 1968-69 lo 
1984-8.5 on reference base: Year 1984-85 = ¡00.0.

Items and weights
12. These indexes arc fixed weight.s indexes. The items 
included in the indexes were selected on the basis of 
values of materials used in 1977-78. With a few 
exceptions the selected items were allocated weights in 
accordance with the estimated value of manufacturing 
usage in 1977-78.

The cxception.s arc:

(a) Fuels (e.g. crude petroleum, natural gas and

Scope and composition
9, The composition of each of the indexes in this

clcclricily), which were alIrKUicd weights 
the basis of cstiniaicd usage in 1982-83:

on

publicalion is ba.scd on materials (including fuels) u.sed 
by establishments classified to designated scciors' of 
Australian manufacturing industry (i.c. ASIC Division 
C, Manufacturing). The indexes arc on a net 'sector'

(b) Cereal grains, which were allœated weights
ba.scd on estimated manufacturing usage 
1977-78 and 1978-79; and

in



t)

10

II

(c) Live animals, which were alltKaicd weights 
based on the average value of slaughterings in 
1981-82, 1982-83 and 1983-84.

changes in opixiriunily cosi (based, for example, on ihc
price ol the material in an eslahlished inarkcl) or
changes in cost (based on expenses actually incurred in

13. Many of the selected items carry not only the 
weight of directly priced materials but also the weight 
of unpriced materials whose pricc.s are con.sidercd lo 
move similarly to those ol directly priced materials.

obtaining the material). Imputations of this kind enter
partly into price series for material.s such as nickel
concéntrales, 
concéntrales.

silver-lead coneeniralcs and zinc

14. For the Manufacturing Division index, individual
maleriafs have been groujrcd into Iwo broad categories: 
Imported materials and flomo produced materials. 
Within each of these categories material.s have been 
grouped on the basis of ASIC industry of origin (i.c. the 
industry in which, in accordance with the cla.ssification 
rule.s of ASIC, the materials arc primarily produced in 
Ausualia or the industry in which the maleriafs would 
be classified had ihc maleriafs been produced in 
Australia). Pcrcenlagc conlribulion.s in 1984-85, of 
individual material.s lo the relevanl coiiimodily groups 
and to the Manufacturing Division a.s a whole arc set 
out in Table Al in the Ap|x;ndix lo the December 198.5 
issue of thi.s publication.

15. Percentage contributions, in 1984-85, for each 
material lo each 'sector' index arc sei out in Table A2 in 
the Appendix lo the December 198.5 issue of ihi.s 
publicalion.

Prices
16. For those malcrials subject lo significant price
variation throughout the month (c.g. agricultural 
materials, metal orcs and coneeniralcs and imported 
maleriafs generally) average nionihly prices arc used in 
compiling these indexes. All other materials arc priced 
at the mid-point in the month. Pricc.s of home produced 
malcrials arc generally obtained from manufacturers 
who use the material but in some casc.s pricc.s arc 
obtained from suppliers (producers or wholesalers). 
Prices of imported malcrials arc generally obtained 
from importers.

17. In concept, pricing for these intlexe.s i.s at Ihc point
at which the material physically enters ihc defined 
manufacturing 'sector'. Thcreftirc, as fur a.s possible, 
prices are on a delivered into store basis.

Prices of transferred floods
18. Transfers which do not take place on the open 
market present problems in the measurement of price 
change. An example is where a vertically integrated
enterprise exuacts a mineral (mining activity) and also 
processes it (manufacturing activity). Since the material 
is transferred from one pan of the enterprise lo another 
there is usually no iransaclion price. In such instances 
various methods of imputing changes in market prices 
have been adopted. Depending on circumstances and 
the availability of data, these methods include using

Seasonal malerials
19. In the case of some seasonal material.s such a.s fruit
and vegetables, where deliveries do not (Kcur over the
whole year, the previous season's prices are repealed for
the monih.s outside the selling season until the
subsequent season'.s pricc.s become o|)cralivc.

Estimated prices

20. For items such a.s sugar cane, where price.s are
only determined annually, the final prices are
sometimes not known until during or after the relevant
season or contract period, and somctinic.s not for
month.s after the close of the

many
season or contract period.

Estimale.s ol the current season or contraci period price
are used in index calculalion.s until the final price
bccomc.s available. Incorporation of such final prices
may involve lengthy revisions of index numbers.

Eleclricily
21. The index numbers for eleclricily published in
Table 4 arc based on pricc.s paitl for eleclricily used by

representative sample ol manufacturing 
establishments. Both 'tariff prices and special
a sample of

price.s are included in Ihc calculations.
contract

Index numbers
22. Index nuinbcr.s for linancial years are simple 
averages of the moodily index numbers.

23. Index numbers for the latest month and the 
previous month are preliminary and subject lo revision. 
Index numbers which include eslimalcd prices for 
maleriafs (c.g. sugar canc) arc also preliminary until 
actual prices are obtained al the end ol ihc season or 
contract period (sec paragraph 20 above). However, it 
may be ncccs.sary to revise index numbers for earlier 
periods, from time lo lime, where incorrect prices for 
those periods arc detected later on.

Analysis of index ehunge.s
24. Care should be exercised when interpreting monih- 
lo-monih movements in die indexes as short-term 
movements do not necessarily indicalc changes in trend.

25. Movements in indexes from one period lo another 
can be expressed either as changes in index points' or as 
percentage changes. The following example illustrates 
the mctluxl of calculating index points changes and 
percentage changes between any two pcritxl.s:
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Manufaciuring Division index numbers —

January 1994 
less January 1993 
Change in index points

122.7 (sec Table 1)
126.7 (sec Table 1)

-4.(1

Price Index of Materials Used in Building Other I han 
House Building, Eight Capital Cilies (6407.0) — issued 
monthly

4.0
Percentage change = s KX) = -3.2

Price Index of Malcriáis Used in House budding. Six 
Siaie Capital Cities and Canberra (6408.0) — issued 
monllily

26. In this publication percentage changes arc shown 
in respect of movements between:

Irnimri Price Index, Australia (6414.0) 
monthly

issued

• conscculivc linancial years
Export Price Index, Australia (640.5.0) 
monthly

issued

• corresponding monlhs of conscculivc years

• consecutive months.

27. Table 2 provides an analysis of the contribution 
which selected catcgoric.s of materials make to the total 
Manufacturing Division index. For example, Home 
produced coal, crude petroleum and ga.s contributed 
+ 18.14 index points to the total Manufaciuring Division 
index number of 122.7 for January 1994 and-0.44 index 
points to the net change of -1.3 index points. A further 
explanation is provided in the Appendix to the February 
1988 issue of this publication.

Related publications
28. Users may also wish to refer to the following price 
index publications which arc available on request:

Price Indexes of MaleriaLs Used in Coal Mining, 
Australia (6415.0) — issued monthly

Price Indexes of Copper Materials, Australia (6410.0) 
— issued monthly

29. Current publications produced by the ABS are 
listed in the Catalogue of Puhlicalion.s and Products, 
Australia (1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tucsday.s 
and Fridays, a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists 
publications to be released in the next few days. The 
Catalogue and Publications Advice arc available from 
any ABS office.

Unpublished statistics
30. As well as the statistics included in this and related 
publications, the ABS has a large range of other 
relevant unpublished data available. Inquiries should be 
directed to the contact in the phone inquiries Ixtx at the 
front of this publication.

Symbolsand other usages
p preliminary — figures subject to revision, 
r figure revised since prcviou.s issue.

— nil or rounded to zero.

IAN CASTLES 
Australian Statistician

Price Indexes of Articles Produced hy Manufaciuring 
Industry, Australia (6412.0) — issued monthly
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For more information ...
The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics arxf other information on Australia's 
economic arxf social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications 
arxf other products can be found in Ihe ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products 
available at all ABS Offices (see below lor contact details).

Information Consultancy Service
Information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information 
Consultancy Service available at ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below for 
contact details).

National Dial-e-Statistic Line
0055 86 4 00

(Steadycom P/L: premium rate 25C/21.4 secs.)

This number gives 24-hour access. 3S5 days a year for a range of statistics.

Electronic Data Services
Selections of most frequently requested statistics are available, updated daily, on 
Discovery (Key "656#). For more details on electronic data services available, 
contact Information Services in any of the ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries 
below for contact details).
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Bookshops and Subscriptions
There are over 40C titles of various publications available from ABS bookshops in all 
ABS Offices (see below Bookshop Salas for contact details). The ABS also provides 
a subscription service through which nominated publications are provided by mail on 
a regular basis al no additional cost (telephone Publications Subscription Service toll 
free on 008 02 0608 Australia wide).
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SYDNEY 
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DARWIN
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(03) 
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(09) 
(08) 
(002)
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(089)

Information Inquiries 
268 4611 
6 1 5 7000 
222 6351 
323 5140 
237 7100 
20 5800 
20 7 0326 
43 2111

Bookshop Sales
268 4620
615 7829
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National Office
ACT (06) 25 2 6007 008 020 608

Keylink 
X.400 
Internet

ABS Email Addresses
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