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PREFARATORY NOTE. 

THE M.S. of this' Lau Grammar was put into my kanc1s 
by the Rev. W. G. IVENS (formerly of the Melanesian 
Mission), and is part of his wider work on Mala languages. 

, It should be understood that he has not had the advantage 
of reading in proof or of revising the pamphlet, so cannot 
be responsible for any errors that may have crept in. 

The Lan district proper is on the N.E. coast of Mala, 
,and the language and vocabulary differs considerably from 
the Lau of Port Adam, which is the Lau of this 
Grammar. This "Lau h~s n~i+u,rally a oertainj,:~qtrti,~,:t"9-r~ ", 
of Sa'a, t,he lari'g'uage ' spoken all rOIDld Pb'r't Adam. 
Probably the. purest L3tll 'is spoken 'at Sulafou., ' an islet 
off the N.E. coast. The people there claim to be ,the 
a,ncestors of the Port Adam colony. Probably Sulafou, 
Suraina, Port Adam, was the order of the migration from 
lagoon to lagoon. On the West coast where Lau is also 
spoken there is a considerable Fiu admixture, the language 
c:f the bush behind the Langalanga lagoon. 

NORFOLK ISLAND, 

June. 1914. 
A. 1. HOPKINS. 



\. , 



LAU. 

i. Distribution of the' Language. 

Lau is the l1athe of the language spoken by th8 
inhabital1ts of the artificial islets lying off the N.E. coast 
of Big Mala. , The coast lallguag.e from Urn on t'he_ N.E. 
to Lailgalanga, Alite Harbour, on the N.'V. is prac­
tically Lau. 

The inhabitants of Ai-Iall on the mainland opposite 
,.,the . island Aio are an off-shoot of the Lau-speaking 
people's, and the people of the two villages in Port 
Adam, Ramarama and Malede.; speak Lau, and hold as a 
tradition· that their forefathers migrated from Suraina 
near Ataa cove. 

ii. ALPHABET. 

(ei) 'V oW'E:jls-a, e, j, 0, u. 

(lJ) COllsonants~k, g: t, d: b: ' q, g.w: lU, In: 11, n: 
r, I: s, f. 

1. The vowel 0 in Lau frequently represents a in Sa'a" 
fou = hau, fina~iJ = hino'iiJ , mo'u,ri = 1naUTi, (1nouT'i a] E.O 

appears ' as mOTi), loulO1~ = laulan, cf. i 'm:7w'u (Ulawa) 
often pronounced as inihcm. ,i\There in Sa'a a cl1allges 
to e in certain words after a preceding i or 0, ' ·no such 
change 'is made in Lau in the same words, ·i ' a fish, Sa'a 
i.re : !f,CL still, Ba'a ue; i,' asi at sea (of a ship), Sa'a i'esi . 
Breaks appear in pronunciation owing to the dropping of 
c'ertBtlll COhSGDants, but this is not so common as in Sa'a. 
Sa/a in;a'o'i broken; Lau moi; '1nC~'U to fear) Lau 11w~~, 
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2 LA U G RA1\fl\IAR. 

Q. The 9 is hard; the Melanesian 9 is not heard, but 
its place can be detected by a break in the pronunciation, 
e.g . i 'a for iga fish. The 9 in Lau may replace k in Sa'a, 
1:geTCl = ikire; 9 also occurs in the Pers. Pron. 1st Plur. 
excl. and 2nd Plur. where Sa'a has a break, 1:ga?ni = i'emi, 
9 also replaces Sa'a h, l~6ga = luhe . 

3. In many words t has been dropped, ani to cry = 
tcmi, as£ sea = tasi , 'ola canoe = Sa'a 'iola = Lau tiola. 
There is no sound of n with el, nor of ?'n with b. 

4. There is no w in Lau, the place of it (where it 
occurs in Sa'a( is supplied by q, qaZ.~6 eight = Sa'a wal~6; 
Ulaqa = Ula'Wa. Q in Lau may represent h in Sa'a, .qai 
reciprocal suffix = ha'i. The sound of q is k'W ; g'W .. m.ay, 
represent q in Sa'a, gWO~l head = Sa'a 'qa'u, gwini wet = 
Sa'a qini' e; gwou deserted, Mota 'WOU,. 

5. N aRal m is not as common as in Sa'a, but it is heard 
in mane male, m ela child. 

6. There is an interchange between ~u and l, e.g. n£?na 
or lima = five; clal1.l?na middle, Sa'a clixn~6?1'W; ilwla to 
discern, Sa'a ilaZa ; Z and T are both llsed and the sounds 
are distinct. ' 

7. f replaces Sa'a h, leTa village, Sa'a lie'ra (court­
yard) ; fuli place, fuZi fera. village, Sa'a huZi nume site of 
house, huZi bed. The sound represented by f often 
approximates to v , and it is hard to distinguish between 
the two. 

iii . A RTICL'ES. 

( a) Demonstrative Articles-na: si : ta, ,te: nuw; qe: f e. 
Plur.-gi, m ai, ote. 

(6) Personal Articles-a, ni. 

1. na denotes a, the, and is of more ge~er~l use than, 
the corresponding na in S9,'a; na is used both with Sing. 
and Plur., na noni the body, na sas1:gam~6 your brethen, na 
coalesces in pronunciation with the conjunct.ioil, '1i~a ) an:d. -: 

/1 



. AR'I'ICLEE: . 

2. si has a more indefinite use than na,. and denotes a 
part, a piece, any, and is equivalent to mei in Sa'a; si clno 
ne the thing, getmelu ka Clnia si taa? what are we to eat? 
s'i ere pre stick, si cloo .gu saeLL no, the thing (that which) I 
said; . si cannot be used . of the PI ural. 

3. ta, te = any, a, a certain one , at all, another, the 
other, and are probably the same as the numeral ta one; 
'there is little difference bet'IY een the use of tet and te; ta 
grl~le .tent a city, 'ol ,w'lL'!, ta ai the third one, tu yule alafaa 
JU/,1G the half of my kingdom, tar ucdi ' aua the other hand , 
ta se~sina ta co~ a man's brother, hI, '1'0 fe yale bola two young 
pigeons, e lani S1: S~(,U ana t ei tooni not clothed in any gar­
ment at all; ta may mean' only', tL(' TO a£ only two people 
(of. Ulawa ta' e 1'0 'inoni) ; ta is also used with the nu­
merals, te m~:me 1na lan'i ta TO m ane one man cr two men, 
to, 1"0 si lio two minds, ta TO temale pe'nny two hundred 
pence; te geni l:iaTi'i a maiden, ie taijil'ia i1'l,ia he alone, te 
aiai f alaete one only; te is used of units (as ata in Ba'a) , 
te: f£~~ fe doG only seven things, te Lii ma te ai one by one, 
too te ai singly. Ni may be added, tan'i m:ai everybody, 
some others, ana tan£ f e-ra gi in all lands; 'si may be 
added, tasi fo~(, a rock, te si 1U~ eloo a thing apart, accursed; 
te si g~~la ' i 'iclimein'i a little while; ke may replace te, 7cesi 
g1tZa "i' ieliman?; a small piece, 1'0 kes'i 7';'U1'ui uata two smaJl 
pieces of money; lee and s·i may be combined, te ke si grula 
'i'iclimani, e lalli asia n et. te lee si cloo there is nothing 
at all. 

- 4. mae is used with feTa , clal11:', TOclo, (Jn~, and cor'res­
ponds to the use of ha'i with similar words in Ba'a, 11/,Cle 
fe1'a a village, maeclemi a day, maeToclo darkness, fai 17UW 

on~ . qa'ili~~ t,he four winds; mae may be ma e, 11rz,a = eye, 
= one, and e the construct form (cf. Sa'a mew ni , a) . 

. 5. ge is used in certain phr ases, qe afe a woman, qe 
i' a 'a fish, qe on~ a widow; na may be prefixed, na qe 'i ' e~ . 
gi fishes. -

6. fe is evidently the same as fe the reciprocal prefix, 
and ~s in Sa'a (of. Sa'a ha"i)) it is used both as a prefix; 
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and as an article. It conveys the notion of ' recurrellce, 
and may be used of one of a serie~, jf} roclo a night, fe as~ua 
a day . fe is also used of things spherical in shape, fe 
kakaTa"£kua a hen's egg (Sa'a hoi kue),fe bread a loaf,}e 
bub1(,lu a star, fe ~w a hill, fe Tacle a reed, fe gale bola a 
young pigeon; na may precede, na fe uo a hill; or ta, 
tefuana ta fe u o every hill, te fe m ela 1natala an only son . 
fe is also used as the equivalent of the multiplicative 
(ha' a in Sa'a), TO f e ania two crowings, 'olu fe nianicdagu 
three denials of me, flu fe acle cloo ta' ala seven cases of 
wrong doing. 

7. g1: denotes plurality, na mane gi the males; it may 
be separated from the noun, na cloo T~ia gi his things; it 
is also used with the Pel's. Pron. Plur. gia gi we, gera gi 
they, and is probably the · same as the , fimiJ i ·in , Sa'a, 
i' e1nere'i we two, etc. 

8. It js questionable whether ote is not properly em­
ployed of females only, ote aia nia his female relations, 
ote saShLCt his sisters, otegeni women, ote ai you. women; 
gi may be added, ote ai gi you womell. In Port A,dam 
ote seems to be employed as . a regular plural article ote 
mane gi ! ' 

9. ma'i is use :::l with N onns 'of Relationship only, mai 
'asi nia his brethren, TO mai teZana mot.her alld . daughter­
in-law, 1'0 mai sasina brethren: 

10, a is used as 8J Personal A:tticle with the .llames or 
males, native or fOl'eign, a L eo, a J oe . 71,1' js used with 
names of females only, native or foreign,ni ]£ary, ni Alicea; 
it is also used with certain Nouns which denote women, 
where in Sa'a na or a is used, ni te ncn(' my mother, 11i 
maemane a man's sister or a woman's brother, n~ aia female 
relations, ni cloo the woman (Sa'a a kei17e), 7li mela ne that 
woman; but it is not uEed with afe wife nor gen-i female; 
ni is not used with the Plural.. 



NOUNS. ' . 

. iv. NO~NS 

1. : N ouns which 'takEf the possessive suffix,es : 

(L&) pai,ts of body, lima hand, limag~(; my hand, 'abet arm, 
'abam'/'(; thy arm. . . 

(0) ,Position; b~(;?"i behind, 7J'il.rig'/'(; behind me_, i "clalu1nana 
in the midst, i kamena lobo beside the lake. " . 

(Li)' Oertain states aud doings of m en, memo breath, maela 
death, ,tole&fiL way. . 

.(cZJ Oertain ternlS of relationsl;lip, ta 1'0 mea:telana,.~ but 
ni te nia, TO mai fimona relations-a+t-law, but ·na.Juno 
nia his mother-in-law .: sasi broth.er, or,sister; s,asigu, 
is the' only word denoting . relationship wh.ich takes 
the s affixed pronoun. 

2. Formation of Nouns. 

There are certain terminations which mark out certain 
words as Nouns, the terminations ar.e added to, Verbs, 
Adjectivesand Adverbs, and the Nouns thus formed ex­
press abstract5deas. The terminations are: 

(a). attached to Verbs, a, la, fa, ta ; mae, to die, 1naea, 
death, siokness; maela deat.h ; ':1 uae to "speak, baelet 
speech~ baea word; fana to eat, faneLa ·and Janala food; 
mClB1naeJa sickness; meafana ere the light of the fire; 
newfa the first; ta is seen in the root afuta meaning 
'all,' which is only used with the suffixed pronoun, 
af~(;tClgeTa all of them, afutana na ai gi all the people. 
Compound Nouns may be formed, girlgiri . l1j'oa 
,gnashing of teeth, saitama elooa wisdom. 

(b) Attached to Adjectivet; and Adverbs, la, cliena good, 
clienala goodness, tcum excess, TO fe tasa'la twice as ' 

, great . 

. 3. Oonstruct form . . 

To niake a construct form e is added .to the £rs·t of 
two N Guns) na' oe gulc(;the chief place) na !ai 'mae' or1,~ 
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qCt'a1;~t the four w,j;nds, toloe feta hill, ful 'i abae ai man's 
handiwork. When the final vowel of the first member 
ends in a, ae contracts t.o e, aqale ma't ten baskets. nu'ofe 
mela eldest child, f~~ftte ai seed. . 

3. Gerundives. 

Verbal substantives which may be cOllsidered as Gerun­
dives are formed by adding the suffixed Pronouns to Noun 
forms in la, saunilana his being killed, adelana the doing 
of it, f mtla1ia news of it, talaelana because of, olisi:lana his 
being answered, fan alana his eating, gwoulana his drink­
ing, og~~ladct their being gathered together. The words 
'o' olo right, mouli left are treated in the same way, 'o'olo­
lagu my right hand, tmt little, tnu lagn my infancy., diena 
good, d1'enalana si ClOD good things. ' 

4. Genitives. 

The Genitives are i, ni, li, si. Alafaa i lani kingd~m 
of heaven, geni i Sa'a Sa'a woman. 

ni is used mainly in cons'truction: fote ni fera a native 
paddle, baea ni sugela deceitful words, gwai n1~ g'waila 
anointing oil, m em eclua ni lalcLno wild honey; also 1'osuli 
ni manatai gami hear us in mercy, g'tt ada ni dorila1nu I 
see thee with pleasure, to' 0 ni UU' 0 Jive in ignorance, s'i 
g~tla ni lea .nia a place for him ~o go; li replaces ni in 
certain words, malimaea enemy , 1nalitafa channel in reef. 

si is used in certain phrases ; Of~t si dO~ . bundles, TO 
tooni si doo 2,000. 

The Genitive is frequently omitted, ol,ti teu .flO'lt1· , three 
measures of flour, m~~?n~tdi Jan ala crumbs of food, m ane 
S a' a a Sa' a man, falisi vine vineyard. 

The Preposition ana may be used to denote the Geni­
tive; luma ana fooa house of prayer, talc!- ana fanualami.t 
way of peace. 

A Genitive is also shown by the use of the suffixed pro­
noun 3 Singular or Plural ilil agreement with the id\=la 
~xpressed ill the second N.oun i i tolona je';'(1; on the tops 

/1 
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of ,the hills, grwoun a. 11(6 ai gi head of melil, ' 'abacla. -a·i , gi 
men's hands. 

• TI'he, ordinary possessive idea is shown by juxtaposition ' 
in oa~{3-~ 'w here ; ,the pronoun cannot be suffixed, afe nau; 
my "wilEe, arai nict; ',her husband. 

, , . 
5. Plural. 

To shew pluxality gi is used .following the N OUll, na 
mane gi the men; 01'0 many ,may be added na. mane oro gi 
many men,; , t eLni ai oro many people. 
, ge1'a.Per. , PrOll. 3 Plur. is lIsed to "mark plurality, ge1'a 

fi olo ' the:.; huligry; gera p riest cla. aclea uTina the priests 
a.cte:d , thus. ~ota1ity and completion is sho~n by sui 
finished, or s ~(, i na, af~dacla. s~(,i they ' all, gera lect sui na., 
they hav-e gone already; na. also shews completion ge1'a 
lea. na they have gone, To express totality the suffixed 
Prop-oun, 3 Pel's. Sing" and all Pel's, Plur. are added to a 

, T<!>Ot afat a, formed from afu to complete, t a Noun suffix, 
af u tana, fent, all the land, af~dana. nonigu my whole body, 
af~(,tagolu, all of us" af u t acla sui el'a n alia t.heyall received 
it; na may be prefixed na afatana nonina his whole body. 
The numera.1 'qal~(, eight is used as an iudefinite number, 
qaln doD inau all my things, qal~(, f eTa ' all -lands, but d. te 
si na doo t e si n.a f era may be the correct usage~ Tef~(,~(,ana 
means' all' 'every,' tefa~(,C(,na na f eTa every land, t e = one 
f~(,~ta Nomi formed from f~(,~(, = Sa'a h~(,~(" rea], for all 
time, nct, suffixed Pronoun: other forms are f et,fau an a. , 
(fa 'causative) fafuuema si cloo the real thing, also to' ofu~(,; 
n ane(' real, true. 

6. Sex formation. 
T.o shew sex m eme is used for male and gen'i for females. 

, 7. Nouns of Relationship. 

: ~Ofall the Nouns denoting relationship sasi brother, 
, sis~,el;', js the only one that takes t.he suffixed Pronoun. , 
Th~ word , used for, ',father' is rrna' a-the Article na is 
us.ed with this; n'a 'j1f/, a' a, ne~u my father, rrnoakanau i~ also 
~OP1~Ollly used; luela net ai so (.Lud so's son i aia witli the 

'Tl}l.ANSl ATQON$ DEP.At7\rr~lfE \N7 
·C~~·q ~~~R\A B-~B~t-E W·~;' 4; ~~ ~1. ~ 
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Article ni sing. ;ote plul'., ni 'cda man's sister, m dem ane' 
man's sister; ' asi brother (sister) is only used with the 
prefix mai whioh marks reciprocity of relationship, mu,i ­
',(.1,si ,nat/; bretlu.;en! In speaking of pairs TO is used; 1"0 
mCLi sc(;8'ina two brothers, ta TO 1naman(1, fathel' and st)ll, 
(mama. appears to be used in this phrase alone.) 

The word for' child' is m ela, m ela nia his child. The 
Adjective gale is, used preceding the ~ oun to describe 
something yo 1:uig , 1'0 fe 'gale bola, two you~g pigeons. 
, Mother' = te, the Article is 11,1' , ni te nau my mother, 
tCIl TO mai felana; "mother and child, with inau added, my 
wife and child ~ the la of teZana is the Noun suffix and ?ttl 

the 'suffixed Pronoun; ,fa td mctijul10na two relations-at-
law. -

ai person, man, is used as a vo~ati ve, m ela at you there f 
a ,Cloo di hey, you! na ~ai ' oe YOilI' people, a~ n'i Taoa servant, 
ai to't~' the less. ' 

• 1/ • 

v. PRONOUNS. 
1. Pers6nai Pronouns . 

Singular 1. in-au, na.t(,; fj 'tt. 
2. 'i' oe , 'oe, ;0. 

3. in£a, n£a j n£, e. 

Plural 1. incl. ig£a, gia; igolu, gol,t(,. 
excl. iga?n'i , ga,l1?i, mi : igCl.'lnelu, gct'1nelt('. 

2. 1:gamu, gam/u, m,u; 1'g amol't(" gamolu. 
3, 7:ge1'a, geTl.:(" da ; iclal't(" dalu. 

Dual 1. incl. igOTO, g01'O . 
excl. igamere, gamere. 

2, igCi1noro, ga11W1"0. 
3, idaTo, claro , 

The forms with i are n~ver used by themselves :;is the 
subject, but ar'e always accompanied by the shorter forms, 
igera cla ada ma da s~ ada na ~hey see but do not see'; the 
three longer forms In the- Smgular are of mor'e or less 
infrequent use, The initial i is run Oil to the preceding 
vowel ' in' prou'ullci~tiOll, 
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All the forms without i are used,o,lone as' the" Subject 
of the Verb. Where there ~re three forms the second 
ari.d third, are generally use,d t ()gether a'S Subjects, gam£ 
'ltd 'lani si saetamana we do not know; but the short forms 
gi" gu, 'mi, ela" may be ulSed~loIl,e ,as subjects, g~t si saea 
I do not know. Tp.e forms in lu are not used as a Trial, 
bu,t are Ilsed to narrow the application. ':, 

- nia is used as meaning, there is, si mamana ni ' aula 
t~ere was power in him, ; efit a fe b1'eacl nia agamol~t; it is 
a,lso equivalent to the Genitive, ana Imaeclani m:a Abiath.aT, 
inA.biathar's time; when the meaning is, there is, it is ,' 
'm:a is preceded by e, na Ziqa ge1'a enia 'aela they h~ve ' their 
,holes, ma, te cO: e nht i htma there is only one person in the 
house; nil:]' na = that is it. 

ni occurs in 11,1: f cti? what? where? e 1da TO si Zio ni 
arnu ? how are ye of two minds ? na Z1:ght f~uma noni 1 ~~ 
?nfJ, a the light of the body is the eye. ' 

e is generally used or the Neuter, e lani it' is 'not, no! 
e Zani 'ana it is lost, e 'uta ? how? e sui na it is fihished ; 
e appears" also to be used, as in Sa'a; with 'a personal sub­
ject, rna e eris£a na to'o '.e s~(,i when ' he had sent away the 
people; , the best usage is ~he particle ka without a 

, Pronoun. ' 

gi is used with the forms 'in' the plur. but not with 
, " those in lu , g1:U gi fi ,clao na w~ hav~ just come. 

o i gera and gera are us~d ,as eq,uivalent to a plural 
Article, irge1'a na Jnelea the J e:ws. 

2. Pronouns suffixed to Verb~ qr, Prepositions. 

Singular 1. --n ((//); . 

2. ,' oe. 
3. a. 

PI ural 1. inc1. gia, g6Zu . 
axel. : gami, gaqn e-Zu . 

2. gamu, gamolll;f; ., ;, 
a. gera, da, elal ~(, .( 
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Dual 
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.it incl. goro. 
excl. ga1'rLere. 

2. gctmoro. 
3. daTo. 

",i, 

A second. object of the Verb always ~ppears ' In the 
suffixed Pronoun, gu lWbi si aclCLS1:a '1~a ' ola I saw nO ,canoe, 
qe?'a gutafigeTa net m ane g1: they persecuted the men. , All 
Prepositions governing Nouns have the Pronoun suffixed 

, as ' an anticipatory object in agreement with the Noun, 
gea lea jonosia jera they went to harm the land, jafi0 si 
cloo cOl:icerning the matter. ' -" '~ --:! \ \ 

, ,··, 'l)/ I' 

The Verb clm"i to wiHh, bas the Pronoun suflh;ed where 
in Sa'a none is used, n1:a lani S1: clon~a g~vou anq , 'he woliia.' 
not drink (it.). of it, , 

To tcdjUi alone, the Pronouns are suffixed, te taifilia/ he 
alone. " \ , 

, 3. " Pronouns suffixed to ,Nouns. 

Singular 

Plural 

1. ' g",i: ' 
2. rnrlt~ 

3. na. 

1. inc!. gia, goltt. 
excl. getmi, ga1nel~t. 

2. gd??t'lt; gamol'u . . 
3. gera, cla,clalu.;.,;. 

1. inc!. g07'O. 

e~cl. gameTe .. 
2. gamOTO. 

3. claro. 

\ .,\ 

When things and not persons are in question nJ is lised 
in place of cla , lea al'ltCt i f1.tlini . go ,and put them in their 
places. 

The different clas~es of N Ol,lnS to which the Pronouns 
are attached a:t;'e noted ,above ,under iv. 1. 

These Pronouns , are also' suffix,ed to the Preposition 
fu:a to,. to Of1.ttCt all" and to certain ,N ouns which have no 

/ ' 
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illdepeildent exiAtence; otofa concerning. 'o'nfa approach­
ing to, enceinte; sie, ohez'; maTa of one's own accord, te 
taifiUa ma1'Cma he alone; also to the Verb to'o ,to hit, 
to' ogu, ~o' ana, etc. 

4. Demonstrative Pronouns. 

na, ne, this; ne-na, nana; nane, that; nia nana, that is it. 
. , 

go, an Adverb, there, is used as 'a Demonstrative, t~fe 
cloo go ana only ODe thing, inau gn afjn I for my part ;, ne 
may he added, gone = that, hlJCl gone that is so; ba = that, 
cl1: en a, ba good! bago = that, there'. 

5. Inte!rogative Pronouns. 

ti w ho, ~ with Personal Article prefixed, at1~ . 'The ex­
clamation ba may be added for emphasis, at?: ba who? ah: 
m ane , what man? atI: has also an indefinite use, a# tm,Snl1:a 
who knows? ne may be added for emphasis, ate ne who 
then? gerati Plural who? . ' 

ta'a, tafa, what? ta'c~ may mean, of what sort? ta. 5n: 
elm taja what sort of thing? si ta'a what? that which; 
S1: dOG ta'a ne what? ni fui which? 

6. Indefinite Pronouns. 

ta, te, m-eans, the other; ta ala lau a different canoe, ta 
si anYi every; to, si cloo anythjng, te si na, dOD everything; 
with the addition of ni, ta, ni Rome, tani f~/fue ai'a?: some 
seeds, to, ni aiai some, other. 

sai place, thing; sa1: a l: that which, what; sai na that 
which, ta sai ai Ol1e another (of things), sal: ' oe your place, 
your -duty; tani oto ni sai ai some people; sai ' 1-n Lan is 
llsed (;)£ food, only. 

vi. POSSESSIVES. 

Singular 1.' ag1l,. 
2. ' al1W . 

3, 'ana. 



: P~ural 

Dual 

tAU ·GRAMMAR .. 

I. . incl. '(lga, 'agolu . 
excL ' CLgCl1ni , 'agamel1,/; .. 

2 .. ' aga'n'b~L , 'a.ga1:nol ~,/; . 
3. 'ageTet, ' ada, ' aelahL. 

l. incl. 'agoro. 
excl. 'agamere. 

2. ' agCL1nOr~t. 
3. 'adaTO. 

The Possessive is used : . 

(1) of things to eat and 'drink, 8i f an aa ngu some thing ·· 
for me to eat. 

The Personal' Pronouns are used instead or the Posses~ . 
sive wheli the idea is of food generally and not of a par~ 
ticular meal, 8'[: doo ni gwm{; ina~{; a drink roi me. 

(2) As meaning' for me,' etc., ' for niy part,' 'belOllg .. . 
ing to,' 'at,' 'with;' geni ' agu a wife for me, 'e le'a ' ana 
he went his way, gu lea gele cZau go ' ag~L if I .but touch, 
Juana naUa JeTa nz:a ' agol~{; to get hi8 land for ourselves, 
81: cloo ' ana, ' agera priest ta1jiligBra but for the ~priests only; . 
si mamcma nia 'ana power in him, his j:)Qwer, si doo 01 '0 

' agu I have many things, e lani ' ana not in it, -l.ost; nia' 
soe ' agereL he questioned tbem, soea satana ana a· doo ask 
so and so ·, his ' name, . nia leclia tasi cloa' ag~{; he asked me 
about something, ogema ' ag.eTCL their debt, : 

(3) As the Object ·of a N euter .,Verb, geTCL cZa q,ele. ' ancl;, ~ 
they marvelled at him, g~{; ino amu I beseech thee~ cZa~{; 
'ag.i{; touch me, bota ' ana' blessed is he,'· 

(4) Wi'th N·euter -Verbs when the ·.Object , iff separated . 
from the Verb, nia bubu tete 'acZal'lL he l,°egarded them. 
fixedly; k CL lugata'i sClufini ' ana let him go secretly, ela 
bae aisile 'Clna they: spo'ke . scornfu',lly. bf him; ala meme 
gam·'!,/; rend you, is a variation. . 

(5) To express ' of,' 'from .among;' ati ma.ne 'agcimu 
w hat man of you. . 

/ 1 
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The Adjective '(~foc{, apart is also followec1 by the 
Possessive. 

It will be seen that the one Possessive in Lan does the 
work of the three that are used in Sa'a. A. Port Adam 
nlan ask{ng for a Sa'a woman as gen i 'ana (11S has hap­
pened before now at Sa'a) would be asking whether he 
wanted to ' eat' her-the ·Sa'a use being ke'ni nana-'ana 
bei-ng reserved for , things to eat. 

vii. ADJECTIVES. 

1. True Adjectives - e.g. cZ1:ena good, ago hot, gWClri 
cold. 

2. Adjestival terminations, 'a, lao 

'a is affixed to Substantives or Adjectives; fabn7: to 
defile,bili' a dirty, g~tJ'ii heavy, g~il~f/ a heEjJvy, hd~i black, 
bub~ihi' a black, ToeZo night, TOTOcZO' a dark. 

la is affixed to Substantives; ma'il eu rich, ma'i bag, 
kob~ikob~ila fat, kobu to be fat, 0oeboela whole or big, 00e 
to be whole or big, tagalola of thick forest, mattecl, tagalo 
to be wandering;. 

3. Adjectival -Prefixes, 'a, ma, tata, m. These are all 
~refixes to Verbs. 

'afoet · apart, 'al~uga loose, 'CtJ a'a up, 'a'alni'a red (ab ~u 
bloQd), mcmi~-ill1:si broken, 11Uttalci only, me'rely, tefe m ela 
rmcdala an only child, tatag~vel~,{; headlong; 1n appears to 
he used in moi broken, (Sa'a 'o'i to break). 

4. Oomparison of Adjectives. Two prepositions are 
used; fasl: from, tasa beyond; the suffixed PrDnoun is used 
withfas'i, but the Possessive is used with to,sa : na boso e 
baitet fasia na 'as~ife a pig is bvrger than a rat; . geTa 0ccita 
t(J,sa 'agent they are much larger th'an those. 

A · superl~tive is expressed by as'ia, e baita asia it is 
very (too) large. 
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viii. VERBS. 
1. Verbal Particles. 

The Verbal Particles are lea, 1.'0. 

ko is only used with the Pers. Pron. 2 Sing. '0, and 
may express either present or future time; lea is used of 
present and of future time; no Particle is used of past 
time; nia lea bae ~101 ' i he speaks thus, ka ~6Tina if that is 
so, that being so; tasi cloo t eL' C6 gera le a aclea what will 
they do? lelea k a Todo go till nightfall; fCiSi may be 
added for politeness, aluafasi don't! lea f c!'si ' C(,7n~1o you go! 

2. Times and Moods. 

The Illatives are fi and fe, and mean, then~ in that case, 
following on, just now, for the first time; · ta lea ft' UTi 
then said he, gami mifi sa1:tamana na tal c!' and how shall 
we know the way? geTa ka f e clew to' ana they will cer­
tainly reach him; f e is used with the Adverb la~6 again, 
as the reciprocal prefix ha'i is in Sa'a, to denote repetition 
or continuance or restoration, na 'ali a.na e f e boeboeZa Za·u 
his hand was restored whole again, clm'o f e lea la,u g0 
they went 011 again, cla. t ~f'e Dae ana tesi baela they all 
cried out together; for te see under iii. 3. . 

na i.s used following the Verb to form a PrElterite, nia 
1nae na he is dead, and finality_ is shewn by the use of su,i , 
sui na all, finished; lc afi clew s~6i na when he has arrived, 
e sui nana it is finished; :ni tli = thereupon, after that: 

For the Imperative the -simple verb is used. The 
Subjunctive is formed by the Prepositi.on 'ana or t,he Ad­
verb saea. 

3. Negatives. 

The Negative Particles are l am~, e lam: ; si e Zani: si 
1~g a1n~6 1n~6 S1: Tonoa ma e lam: mu ka acla.s1:a you have 
neither heard it nor seen it, g U1n ~iJ e lcmi m.n S1: saea yeu . 
do not know it, nia lani si saea he does not know it; 
e lam: nU1,iJ gn si lea I am Dot going, e Zcmi un~ ta ai t;l 
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aclasia no one bas seen him; ka may be used in Negative 
sentences with the addition of s'£, kasi bobola it is not fitting. 
The Dehortati ve is fasia: fasia 'oka l e[~ gn do Hot go, 
fasia gent' ka aclcLsia let them not see it, fasia ga?n'u baeLt 
fuacla do not speak to them, ' 0 fas£a 'oko Z~&ic/' la'l~ do not 
forbid it; e lani asia = not at all. 

4. Suffixes to Verbs. 

(1) A consonant with 1~ ; fi, l/:, 'I'n~, n~ , m., s'i, or i by 
itself : 

t (,t'uto wash, tC(;~& ' aba to. wash hands, twufi, ; nia taufic!' 
'abana he washed his hand; mae to die, 1naeli to die of ; 
'ano earth, 'wiom.i to bury; 'I'1W'l& to be afraid, 1no~&ni to 
fear; sat& to -kill, sCl~& m anea murder, sa",mi to kill; aela 
to see aclas1;: 1nanata to think, '17'wnatai to pity; si is added 
to. the Adjective ta' a bc/,cl, fata' asi to make worse, or fata­
'alia. 

Certajn Verbs which are Neuter in Sa'a are Active in 
La·u: auca: to lift, Sa'a cU1 ainie lift it, Lau an cda ; ha'a­
oclohi . fCiOclo, ha'mnaesi to kill = famae. ha' a1nc/"~&si to 
frighten = fa?noi~; the ;force of the Causative ja, may 
account fur this. 

(2) The syllable a'i is suffixed by itself to Nouns to 
convert them into Verbs: sato sun, satoa'i to place in 
the sun;' sas~& smoke, SCls'lw'i tb smoke over a fire. To 
this syllable CL'i the Genitive ni may be added, and to 
the form a'ini the cons,onants f, . (l), 1n, (1'1,), n, (1), t, are 
prefixed: oli to. return, ollfa'Nu to carry back, lolmna'ini 
to dip, ala to answer, alam.a'ini to consent, sc/''l~ to become, 

. sc~~ma'i?'ii to make, tagal~t to be lost, tag((lCU1a'ini to drive 
out, foc/, to pray, foatc~ '1:ni to pray for. 

The ,Genitive ni is often omitted and is not invariably 
. used as it is in Sa'a, gonita'i to receive, gW01da'i or gwO~&­
tc/"ini to be left alone, oalCU1a'i to apportion, fatola?na'i to 
command . . a/~i appears to be used as a Ver.bal Suffix, 
~~I: to .throw, uiani to throwaway; lag ci to drive, lagaCln1: to 
drive away; tabc~ to s.tri~el t c~bcw,/,,, 'i to destroy j taga to 
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sCfLtter, tagaani : ani is also used wjth to' 0 to hit, to' 0 ani to 
understand. Certain Participials are formed from Verbs 
by the addition of these suffixes (without ni ): tegela'i 
lost, olita'i converted. 

The Suffix' na'ini is added to the Adverb taTwu continu­
ous, teiTa~ma'iT/'i(~ feTa right through the country. 

5. Prefixes to Verbs. 

fa denotes (1) Causation, (2) Reciprocit,y. 1nanata to 
think, fCl1nanatai to teach, 01'0 many, faoTo to multiply; 
fa frequ ently obviates the use of a trans jtive suffix, and 
itself makes Verbs transitive . 

(2) qCi' i; qa' imani to assist, qa'ieTisi to command, qa'i­
li~i reciprocally, qa'lfa17Uinatai to instruct, qa:isusi to 
sacrifice, q(L.'is'Uas~wfi to meet, qa'icZoTi to desire. fa'i ap ­
pears to be used also; j'a'ibu7'i to leave behind, fCi'igwa 
to shed. 

6. Passive . 

The Passive is expressed by the use of the Personal 
Pronoun 3 Plur. geTa or dei with the Verb and the Con­
junction na already, geTa taufia na it has been .washed. 
The word saetana it is said, sew to know, is used as a 
Passive, si doD sewtana the thing said, si baela ne saetana 
w·i the word which was said. ' 

7. Auxiliary Verbs. ' 

uln to put, is used as meaning, to be, to become, talae 
to begIn = to become, SLi'Li to make, sa/ti' ana to become . 

.11.. wordmaTa with the suffixed Pronoun is ll.sed to ex­
press self, of own accord; i bobOll7: ka _'J7'lana.ta tetea ' ana 
marana the morrow c~n take care of itself. 

8. 

(1) 
Zili~i ; 

(2) 

Reduplication of Verbs. 

By reduplication of the first syllable, l-i'u, to ply, 
bae to speak, lJabae . . 

By reduplicaJbion of the whole word, g~vO't~ to drink, 
g'Wong'Wou. 
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ix. ADVERBS. 

1. Adverbs of Place. 

1nai 'here, hither; go there, thither; ne may be , added, 
g011e; logo over there, sifo go down;i Be, i se na nere, in 
this place; gula place, si gula na this place, here; gula i 
1na outside; bali side, lJah ne on this side, i beLli J01'Clan i 
bali -logo on the far side of Jordan. ' 

Where ifai? garnu mai ifai whence are you? what ni 
fai? ni fai si qa'ieTis"£a e tasa which is the greatest com­
,mandment? eta mea: 1fai whence? ita na mai i,na,'o from, 
of old. 

tcm far off; logo North, West; ' ala' C~ up, South, East; 
81{//'&lema. seZto vVest, teLia' elana sato East. Up i lani , 1: fafl), 
' ala' a ; down i ' ano; ba explains, a cloo lJ a why so and so ! 
it also makes the diction less abrupt, ati ba who? 

2. Adverbs of time. 

N ow, then kaela na (ne), mana na ; the Locative 'i may 
be prefixed; when si mana , 7caclernane~; i kaele'IJiema na at 
the time wh81l. 

,iVhen? i em'ita, si man a uta ? 

Past time ina' 0 , long time ta'/,&, from of old 1&a 11U~'i ina' 0, 
, .' 1ia rncii ane~ lu e~ from the flood, tooni 1&a ina' 0 old clothes. 

_ Henceforth isin ar/;a ne ; presently al1&a fasi, taTCline~; just 
now 'w'i'i ; again l a1&, l a1& go; back oli .· 

Already na, 1&a na ; yet, still, still left 1&a, 1W go i 1&a-
1'eu.,:lo while still dark; still wanting ua, e lan'i '/,&a; always 
jiTi, 't ef01& ; for ever to' 0 lea tan f U1& ; every day s,/,&li clan'i 
fixi . 

'ro-day taTCcina, yesterday i rog'i, day before yesterday 
maeclcmi i fafo, to-morrow boboni, day after to-morrow 
i boboni. 

First tacae, in the morning i 1&a1'oclo , mid-aay toof1~1mana 
7,~'C~ ClS1&a, roidnig~ht tOO!1&1n1W7,I.;t na Tocl~l to-night tanrina 
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lao TodD, quick loulo,t&, forthwith aliali , while mews-ia, 7cacle 
?nana. 

3. Ad verbs of manner. 

As, like alaJuna, ?Y&ala ; as if ~&ri , ur£a, sete, saea; that 
(of quotation) un:, saea ; thus ~&Ti , ~&Tinn, ~&Tilana; how? 
e 'Ida, somewhat gele, completely aS1:a, granted that. sa~&-
1nala, only falaete, 1nCl.?nalom: , merely, in vain ' 0' oni , for 
no reason talai, toget.her tejo~&, all together afui precedes 
Verb, perhaps bOTO, oto, otomone, ta'lnone, bota 'ana; mone 
gives life to the narrative . 

T oo 111 uch tasa, tasaana, often JaaTo' a. . 

The Negative is lani, e lani : go may be added, or la~& 
go; lam: also means wanting, e lani si luni la't& not failing, 
tasi dO~ e lemi ua ' CL1J7,U one thing lackest thou yet. 

x. PREPOSITIONS. 

1. Simple . 

Locative 1~ . 
Motion to fiia,isul'/:, sul'i . 
Motion from fasi, 1:ta. 
Causation fafi . 

Dative j~w. 
Instrumental ana , am. 
Relation ana , ani , fai ,- UH, 

~{(Ti, sia. 
Genitive i , ni. 

The Loc~tive i is seen in ifai' where? 

The L ocative is used with all place names, jera i clO~ 
such and such a place. -

j~&a is used only with the suffixed P ronoun, and denotes 
to (of place), for, lalao f~&Clna .na kilugwou run to the 
sepu1chre, nia bae fuage7'C~ he spoke to them. 

is~&li denotes motion after, motion over, ka ani sul£golu, 
crying after us, s'uZia TOclo ma na asua -night and day, 
manata suli = to know. 

Jas'i is used of comparison, also as a Dehortative; fasht 
na moula fear not, lea Jasigera depart from them. 

ita, ita (f'ai where from? i·ta na mai up to the present. 

' I ' 



PREPOSITIONS. 19 

faft, = abo nt, concerning, because of, aronlld, 011, ge?'a 
og~t Jafia they crowded round him, nia alua 'abanel fafia 
he laid his hand on him, lu/u, fafi to rescue, fafilana its 
being ,added to . 

.f~ta ' to, Jalea Juana give it to him; Juana = in order 
that, mae fuana to die to his disadvantage, ka soe leclia 
f~tana quest jon him about it, bae f~wna to forbid. 

- All of the aboV'e (but not 1:ta) have the suffixed Pronoun 
always attached, except when used with the Interrogative 
ta'a what, when employed without a ~lefinite Article, faji 
taa why? but J~tana ta'a wherefore? 

' eina, 'ani are used as Instrumentals, cloo geut swtm ia 
'ana the thing they killed him with; ani = withal, geTCt 
7(;(1 JoliJoZ1: tCLU Juagamu an1: they will meA,sure again to you 
withal, suu Jafi a an?' t aa to clothe himself with what? 

The Pronoun a may be suffixed, tasi eZoo geTa qa'ifama­
natai anJa the thing they taught withal, ka m,oclea na. tooni 
ua ina'oaniet to mend the old garment withal. 

'ana is also used 'of relation, Z'um a ' ana faa a house of 
prayer (but Zwna m: fooa is preferred in Lau), kakao ' ana 
'ana an earthern vessel, e Zi"lt ' ana ta maeclani he went on 
a certain day, tani ai ' ana m:gl: some of the people, e saea 

. ·Zau 'ana satana he called him by his name, ' 0 n aZia ' ana 
ati from whom did you get it? Zea ' ana Jera to go into 

.. ,the country; ' ani = in, e Zani ' ani 1um there is nothing 
in me, ge1'a ate gera 'ani nau they will haye rio thing 
of me. 

fa'i = with, fa'i'oe with you, ' 07w qa'1:mani fainau help 
me. The Genitive m: may be added, Zea fa'h~ia go with 
him; Ja'inia = moreover, and. 

sia = to, at, chez, Zea ?nae s1:ag'it come to me; siaga­
m,elu chez nous, siena ere beside the fire; sia is' used only 
with . the suffixed PrOnOl1l1. 

~ts'i means over, for; geu6 nis~t ~tSiCl they spat on him, 
net kaptal:n 'usia na too the captain over the people, na taba 
oU~iCl, ~tsin net aigi a redemption for the people. 
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UTi ::::= aft e r-, like ; TCiO uTi to do like, ele uTi to aesire ; 
probably same as Adverb UTi. 

The Genitives have been dealt with under Nouns iv. 4 ; 
i is in most general use, while ni denotes for, belonging 
to, also; f asict mu7;;a nwnata ni bae uTi think not to sn,y 
thus, geTCt 1nO~~ ni oli they feared to return, k a ate m:a n i 
Ton08~lli he is tired of obeying. 

2. Compound Prepositions. 

F onosi , fonos£ ta'a to meet what P with suffixed Pro­
noun = in the way of, to meet; nia lacla i ' ana f onosia he 
fell down before him, nia alafa fonosigera he is ruler over 
them: fonosi is composed of f ono to fill, and si tranBitive 
suffix . There are also certain Nouns used with the Loca- _ 
tive, the Pronoun being suffixed in composition; i_ lcmi 
up, on t op, i fafo above, i f CL ra belleath, i la' 0 within; 
also garani near to, with the suffixed Prononn (gClTCt cf. 
Sa'a kaTCl1) , n~ transitive suffix. - \ 

The i may be detached from i la' 0 , la' 0 Tocle in the night, 
Za'o salo in the sky, la'o tala in the path, la'ona 1naa1nu in 
your eye. 

xi. CONJUNCTIONS. 

The Copulative is -ma and; ta resumes the narrative, 
and also connects clauses mCl ta, or ta , are used to mean 
but, 1na'ana though, even if, lani ta or, 1na ka lcmi or -
else, or not. 

xii. -EXCLAMATIONS. 

l u, inlea yes! oto 17wne of assent. ne is use-d in ques­
tioning, at7' ne satam~~ what is your name P -ne = is that 
so? na m ela a J oseph f3 lcm i ne -is he not the son of J osepb? 

cd a is used of summing up, so then! 

ai calls attention or reproves, J oe ai ! hey Joe! 

oi1l'l,ae alas! 

/ , 
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xiii. NUMERALS . . 

1. Cardinals. 

one ' eta, ta, teo SIX ' e ana. 
two ' e n~a, TO . seven ' e fl u . 
three ' e 'ol~~ . eight'e qalu. 
four ' e feci . nine ' e SiqCi. 

- five 'e lima. " ten tanaful ~(; , aqala. 

The ' e in all numbers is omitted in quick counting . 
. One . in composition is ta, te generally means only. 
Two in composition is 1"0, Tua is reduplicated into n(;aniC(., 

tcm n(;aTUCi equidistant. 

nimC£. ,is used as well as lima for' five.' 

qalu is use-d of. an indefinite number. 

C£.qala is used as ten, apart from the tenth of a serieS',. 
aqala fonD the ten, the full ten. N umbers above ten are 
exptessed by 1nana ; one hundred = tcmalau, t anale cloo . 
one hundred things. 

One thousand too , tooni ; two thousand TO tooni si' cloo. 

2. Ordinals. 

'etm~c{ 
nwna 
' ol'lma 

faina 
limcma 
ononCi 

tepth tanafulu ana. 

fluna 
galuna 
s~qanci 

?''/&(,:tna also means fellows, ?Ui TUCi?Ui ge1" a their fellows. 

The Ordinals are used as multiplicatives, ' e T'uana lLLU 

nia lea go he went away again the second time; the 
eausative fa i1? Dot used to make multiplicatives, except 

fCWT'Oq, often, the A.rticle fe is employed instead, g'Ldca fai 
fe olna I returned three t,imes, sasig'l~ ka flta f e acle cloo 
ta' a fiiag~~ how often shall my brother harm me ? . once = 

. t a f e. 'At a time, each, to'o; to'o TO falisi 'ada two years 
old, tani ai to'o tcmale cZoo some a hundred-fold, to'o te ai 
-few. 

I _____ ~--~--~---,----------------------------------- :.4 
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