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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication contains statistics relating to 

principal minerals and mineral products produced in 
Australia,

In order to achieve early release for the majority 
of the statistics, this publication is produced according 
to a sei timetable. Consequently, although the statistics 
shown are the latest available at the time of issue they 
do not in all cases relate to the month to which the 
publication title refers.

Sources of data
3.
by :

Table 1. Mine production statistics are collected

Bureau of Mineral Resources (BMR) 
Department of National Development and Energy 
Stale Mmes Departments.

The annual statistics shown in this table have 
been obtained by adding together the published monthly 
or quarterly figures. In some cases, there will be small 
discrepancies between these figures, and those published 
in the publication Mineral Production (8405.0). The 
figures in Mineral Production are derived from the 
annual mining census which is conducted by the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) in collaboration 
with State Mines Departments, 'fhe census figures should 
be considered the more accurate.

4. Tabic 2. Production of principal manufactured 
products of mineral origin '

Related publications
6. The following is a list of publications containing 
other mining and related statistics for Australia, 
published by the ABS. the PMR or by the ABS in 
conjunction with the BMR. Uscis are also referred to the 
annual reports of the State Mines Departments, which 
contain mineral statistics.

Commodity statistics

Montlily

Exports of Major Commodities by Country (5403.0) 
(a)
Overseas Trade Statistics : Part 1 - Exports
(5404.0) (a)
i?verscfls Trade Statistics : Part 2 - Imports
(5406.0) (a)
Export Price Index (6405.0) (a)
Price Index of Metallic Materials (6410.0) (a)
Monthly Bulletin of Metal and Mineral Prices (aXb)
Manufacturing Production Bulletins Nos 1-8 
(Commodity Statistics) (8357.0 to 8364,0) (a)

Quarterly

Australian Mineral Industry’ Quarterly Beview and
Statistics (b)
Quarterly Bulletin of Mineral Sands Statistics (aXb)
Quarterly Bulletin of Copper. Lead and Zinc
Statistics (aXb)
Quarterly Bulletin of Tin Statistics (aXb)

Annual

Statistics of non-ferrous metal production, refined 
gold and refined silver are collected by the BMR. 
Other data in this table arc collected by the ABS.

Seasonal adjustment
5. This publication includes seasonally adjusted 
production statistics for black coal. Details of tlie 
methods used in seasonally adjusting this and other 
series are given in Seasonally Adjusted Indicators 
(1308.0).

Mineral Production (8405.0) (a)
Manufacturing Commodities : Selected Principal
Articles Produced (Preliminary) (8365.0) (a)
Manufacturing Commodities : Principal Articles
Produced {33Q3.Q)
Overseas Trade (5409.0)
Overseas Trade (Preliminary) : Part 1 - Exports
(5407.0) (a)
Overseas Trade (Preliminar\) : Pari 2 - Imports 
(5408.0) (a)
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Industry and related statistic*

Quarterly

Mineral Exploration (other than for petroleum) by
Principal Enterprises (8408.0) (a)
Petroleum Exploration (8409.0) (a)

Annual

Census of Mining Establishments : Summary of 
Operations by Industry Class (8401.0) (a)
Census of Mining Establishments : Details of
Operations by Industry Class (8402.0)
Census of Manufacturing Establishments : Details of
Operations by Industry Gass (8203.0)
Census of Manufacturing Establishments : Summary 
of Operations by Industry Class (8202.0) (a) 
Australian Mineral Industry Annual Review (b)

Inegular

Data Classified by Employment Size and Industry 
Class (8410.0) (a)
Eoreign Ownership and Control of the Mining
Industry (5317.0) (a)
Foreign Control in Mineral Exploration (5323.0) (a)

7. All cunent publications produced by the ABS
arc listed in the Cataiogue of Publications (1101.0) 
which is available free of charge from any ABS office.

Symbols and other usage* 

n.y.a. not yet available 
r figure or series revised since previous issue 

.. not applicable 
- nil or rounded to zero

8. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies 
may occur between sums of the component items and 
totals.

Census of Mining Establishments: Selected Items of

(a) Available free of charge. <b) Published by the BMR, Cgnberra.

R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician



period

1976-77
1977-78
1978-79

July-Dec. 
1978-79 
1979-80

1978-79 - 
Novembei 
December

Januars 
February 
March

April 
May

1979-80 - 
July 
August 
September

October 
November 
December

period

1976-77
1977-78
1978-79

Julv-Dec. 
1978-79 
1979-80

1978-79 - 
November 
December 
January 
February 
Match 
April 
May

1979-80- 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
Deccmbcf
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TABLE I. MINE PRODUCTION OF PRINCIPAL MINERALS

Copper (0} Lead fa) Zinc (a)
Gold 
(o/fb) Silver fa) Bauxite entrate (c)

/ran ore 
and pone- Manganete

Nidtel fa)
ruviren 

IVO3I

211.215
221,077
231.612

112.870
114,873

17,915
16,885

17,342 
Î ^,935 
22,690

21,574
21,467 
lh,":8

23,922
19,780
17,624

19,029
17,902
16.616

tonnes 
416.291 
414,991 
418,668

214,251
208.670

40,692
25.451

25,682
34.44»
37,008

32.108
40,664
•34.507

36,495
39.351
33,468

38.417
32,880
28,059

tonnes 
475.488 
482.469 
483,370

247.605
276,659

45,206
30,092

27.088
35,3*79

36.532
51.9 19
43.676

44,681
52.442
43,253

52,535
45.114
38,634

kg 
15,305 
21,323 
19,353

10,190 
n.y.a.

1,420
1,425

1.315
1,803
1.364

1,132
2.175
1,374

1,613
1.637
1,191

1,728 
rl,598
n.y.a,

Mineralaandt concentrafet

Tin fa) ¡¡menlte (d) fiutile

tonnes 
10,340 
11,364 
11,727

5.789
6,055

993
887
836
775
878

1,096
1,258
1,095

989 
1.066 
1,049 
1,048

984 
919

Zircon

tonnes 
1,048,217 
1,153.407 
1,209,918

tonnes 
380.684 
279.732 
275,078

tonnes 
420.186 
373.926 
467,033

135,042 227.200 
n.y.a.

kg 
823,866 
775.779 
838,722

414,317
390,370

74,729
58,729

57,496
72,281
76.568

66,458
80.899
70,703

r66.187 
r66,619 
r60.576

r75,143 
r65.159 
56.686

Under, 
ground

’OOO 
tonnes 
40,399 
42,242 
42,184

21,833
21,752

•000 
tonnes 
24.861 
24,826 
25,649

12,566
14,499

6.737

6.602

6.481

7,064

7,435

BiaA coal

Total

’000 
tonnes 
75.678 
78.919 
81.668

41.392
42,866

’000 
tonnes 
95,602 
90,261 
84,181

43,712

22.020

22,214

18,255

24,667

n.y.a.

’000 
tonnes 
1,765 
1.353 
1574

tonnes 
82.088 
87,144 
72.186

tonnes 
2,850 
3,081 
3,576

773
865

364

490

311

287

578

Seatonalty Btown
adjuited

’000 
tonnes

coal

'000 
tonnes 
31,028 
30,504 
32,100

16,659
17,156

39,416
38,347

18,785

14,357

20,074

18,273

2,087

813

857

1,052

1,041

1.046

petroleum

crude 
oil

Natural 
gas

’OOO

24,555
25.323
24,855

12.496
13,011

million 
cu.m 
6,365 
6.953 
7,767

3,901
43I6

112,431
101,239
90.899
98.643

109,584 
77.761 
92.977
91.355

23.744 
23,317 
20 502 
23,510 
25,182 
20,108 
22,426 
28,308

37,346 
37,388 
36,961
38,662 
39,590
39,822 
41.384 
43,414

4.161 
2,901
2,192 
3.617 
3,915
2.619 
4,336
3.671

8.437 
4,996 
4,565 
7,242 
7.464 
5.709 
8,209 
7.087

7,309 
6.315 
6,285 
7.045 
7,174
6,807 
6,621 
6,703

2,492
2,470
2,318 
2,212
2.446 
2,607
2,970
2.888

2,092 
2,157
2,128 
1,874 
1.967 
2,126
2.123 
2,141

581 
546
523
532
606
642
776
787

t75.928 
rl 12.967
108.783
106.209
105.945

123,715 
r26.638
24,007 
10,051
9,127

133.656 
r39.654
37.029 
42,064
29,774

3,668 
3.549
3,364
4.209 
4,066 
2,895

6,513 
6.853 
7.384 
8.353 
8.416 
5.344

6,190 
7,236
7.532 
7,346 
7,244 
n.y.a.

3.179 
3305 
2.98!
2,902 
2,514 
2,2^6

2,306 
2.227 
1.993 
2.239
2.058 
2.188

855 
851
758 
732 
679 
641

(a) Quandtle» shoun are metallic contertts of mine products baaed on chemical assay, (b) Weatern Australian and Northern Territory gold 
production figuret (in respect of major producers) normally relate to a four-week period ending in the calendar month indicated. However, two 
luch periods ended in the ealendjr months of May 1979 for the Northern Territory and March 1979 for Weatern Australia, (c) Includes iron ore 
for peUetuing. (d) Includes ilmenite for beneficiating.



1976-77
1977-78
1978-79

July-Dec. 
1978-79 
1979-80

1978-79 - 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
M.iv

1979-80 - 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December
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1976-77
1977-78
1978-79

July-I>cc. 
1978-79 
1979-80

1978-79 - 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May

1979-80 - 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December
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TABU- 2. PRODVCTION OF FRINCIFAL MANLIFACTt'RED PRODUCTS OF MINERAL ORIGIN (a)

Alumina

’000

6,474
6,741
7,118

3,508
3,805

555
614
619
549
625

649

640
625
600
668

Iron ore 
pellett

’000 
tonnes 
9,761 
9,298 

10.096

5,253
4,559

1,024
1,066

856 
6“ 8
8.10

806
730

674
813
759

586
893

Refined 
aluminium

Blitier 
copper fbj(c/

Refined 
copper

Lead 
bullion (b/(d)

Refined 
lead

Refined 
zinc

Refined 
tin

tonnes 
236,943 
259,592 
264.798

133,614
138.391

22.325 
22,259
22,323
20,142
22.666
21,836
22.2-’2
21.945

22,498 
22,884
22,721
23,588
23.067
23,63“

firou'n eoa! 
bfi/juertei

’000 
tonnes 
1,035 
1,064 
1,131

609
634

66
86
69
76
89
81

110
98

96
112

121
69

tonnes 
164,041 
167,947 
170.458

82,977 
n.y.a.

15,172
13,863
14,783
13,934
14,536
15,413
16,024
12,791

13,932 
14,396 
14,023 

n.y.a. 
n.y.a. 
n.y.a.

tonnes 
157.452 
155.353 
137,863

tonnes 
158.656 
155,641 
162.185

165.582
207.939
217.992

tonnes 
261,914 
262,615 
308,622

tonnes 
5,373 
5,993 
4,857

71.113 
n.y.a.

11.876
9,043 

12,180
9.289 

11.823 
11,451 
11.085 
10.922

11.492 
12,833 
13,746 
n.y.a. 
n.y.a. 
n.y.a.

Auttegfian origin

Newly 
won

kg
11,127
17.869
15.563

8,324 
7.748

912 
1,202 
1,481 
1.223 
1,534

908 
841 

1,252

1,281
1,858 

h
1,588
1,379

803

16,305
84,089

10,118 
14.025
13,763
11.818
15,442
14,310
15,323
14,724

13,922
15,511
14,983
14,036
12,434
13.203

Refined gold

Rrorrt 
t^ap

kg 
1,667 
2,504 
3,611

1.947
2,546

404 
291 
138
400 
416 
179 
229
302

342
478
411
4.32
457
426

107,894
105,636

159,031
155,803

2,344
2,910

17,887
18.377
17.909
17,938 
19,645
17.037
19,333
18.236

16.634
18,128
18,175
15,732
19,909

Overgegt origin

Newfy 
won

2.481
1.706
1,392

665
889

101
90

114
110
203

97
88

115

121 ■
114
118
93
74

369

26,189 
25.954
24,371 
23.352 
25,868
26.460 
26,215 
23.325

27.727
25.401
24,655
26,742
26,914
24.364

From 
lenp

kg
171
28
21

16
27

4

9
3

179 
591
303 
402 
515 
348
400 
545

253 
545
588 
438
479 
607

Refined 
tllver

kg 
253,268 
259,217 
302,032

152,006 
n.y.a.

23,387 
19,220
17,893 
24,420 
30.290
24,673 
24.709
28.041

22.380 
28.296
22.927 

n >.d. 
n.y.a. 
n y.a

’■«fined (fold from »crap, excludes secondary metal, (b) Metallic content, (c) includes copper anodes (d) Lead bullion for


