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GENERAL INFORMATION

Symbols
The following symbols, where shown in columns of figures or elsewhere in ubles mean:

P 
n.a.

preliminary
not available
not applicable
nil or rounded to zero
subject to high sampling variability

______ break in continuity of scries (where drawn across a column 

between two consecutive figures)

Other usages
Unless otherwise stated, throughout this report the term children refers to persons aged 0 to 14 years.

In tables, totals may differ slightly from the sum of the items because of rounding.

Electronic services 
VIATEL.

• key *656# lor selected current economic, social and demographic statistics.

AOSSTATS. • Thousands of up-to-date time 
through PAXUS COMNET.

scries are available on this ABS on-line service

For further information phone the AOSSTATS Help Desk on (062) 52 6017.

TELESTATS. This service provides:

• foreign trade statistics uilorcd to u.sers' requirements. Further information is avail­
able on (062) 52 5404.

• text and tables for sclectcil Main Economic Indicator publications. Further informa-

Floppy disk service

tion is available on (062) 52 5405

. Selected ABS statistics arc available on floppy disk. Further information is available 
on (062) 52 66«4.

Unpublished statistics
• As well as the statistics included in this and related publications, the ABS may have 
other relevant unpublished data available. Inquiries should be made to the contact in
the Phone Inquires box at the front of this publication.
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PREFACE

Australia’s children are the focus for this report, which gathers together statistical information on those aged less 
. number of areas of social interest including ihc family.than 15 years and presents a statistical analysis covering 

child care, education, welfare, income and housing.
a

In presenting a statistical profile of children, the ABS hopes that the report will provide a useful reference for policy 
and planning in the children’s affairs area and generally increase public understanding of the situation of children 
in Australia.

The report is the latest in the ABS social groups series of publications. Earlier reports have focused on aged persons, 
youth and the overseas bom. This scries of publications complements the Social Indicators series, the latest issue ot 

ar- moji /Atnt f\\\ in rv»r'/*mlv»r 1 QRd
yuuui OilU HIV Uiviovuo * ...kJ r--------------- I . .
which (Social Indicators, Australia, No. 4, 1984 (4101.0)) was released in December 1984.

This report was completed under the management and direction of Geoff Sims, Assistant Statistician, Social Br^ch, 
and Denis McDermott, Director, Welfare and Social Analysis Section. Management and direcuon by Mike Giles 
and Kevin Kennedy in the earlier stages of the report is also acknowledged. Membership of the producuon team 
also changed over time but the main contributors were Dot Russell, Chris Giddings, Graham Robinson, Natalie 
Bobbin, Richard Grant, Keith Mallett and Alison Yardley.

The assistance of organisations providing data and advice in preparing this report is gratefully acknowledged.

Australian Bureau of Statistics 
Belconnen A.C.T. 2616 
December 1989

IAN CASTLES 
Australian Statistician
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CHAPTER 1 POPULATION

This chapter looks at past and projected population 
trends in relation to Australia’s children. It also provides 
a brief demographic profile of children today.

Historical perspective
Following a relatively stable period during the 1930s 

and early 1940s with around 1.8 million children, the 
population aged under 15 years increased rapidly to a 
peak of 3.8 million in If.e mid 1970s. Since then the num­
ber of children has declined slightly, levelling out at 
around 3.7 million. The estimated number of children at 
June 1989 was 3.708,600.

Changes in the size of the child population arc deter­
mined mainly by the number of births, the number of 
overseas migrants and the number who move out of this 
population on turning 15 years of age. Mortality levels 
have very little effect on this age group since over 98 per 
cent of children survive from birth to 15 years of age.

The post-war ‘baby boom’ era of the late 1940s and 
1950s, generally attributed to the rapid increase in the pro­

portion of young people marrying following World War 11 
and the late completion of childbearing delayed during the 
war years, resulted in a rapid increase in the child popu­
lation. This strong growth was sustained by a secondary 
surge in births in the late 1960s and early 1970s as 'baby 
boomers’ reached childbearing age. MigraUon also con- 
tfibuted significantly to the post-war growth in the child 
population; directly, with the arrival of children from 
overseas, and indirectly, with young adult migrants start­
ing or completing their families after settling in Ausualia. 
Lower levels of births and migration since the early 1970s 
are reflected in the slight decline and levelling out of the 
child population.

As a proportion of the total population, the child 
population declined to a low 24 per cent in 1943; in­
creased steadily through the late 1940s and 1950s, 
levelling out at around 30 per cent; then during the early 
1960s, while the actual number of children continued to 
grow, began a steady decline to a record low level of 22 
per cent in 1989.
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FIGUREIS BIRTHS(a) AND OVERSEAS MIGRATION
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FIGURE 13 CHILDREN AS A PROPORTION OF TOTAL POPULATION
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TABLE 1.1 CHILDREN AS A PROPORTION OF TOTAL POPULATION, SF.I.ECTED COUNTRIFJ 
(Per cent)

New Zealand
Australia
United States of America
Japan
Canada
France
United Kingdom
Federal Republic of Germany

(«) In 1970. (b) In 1985.
Source: United Nation«. Demographic Yearbook

1971

31.8
28.7

(•)28.5
24.0
29.6
23.8
24.1
23.0

1986

(b)24.6 
23J 
21.6

(b)21.5 
21.3 
21.1

(b)19.2
(b)15.1

The recent decline in the relative size of the child 
population is due mainly to the dramatic fall in fertility, 
firom an average of 3.4 children per woman during the 
period 1956 to 1960, to current levels of around 1.8 (See 
Table 11 in Part II), and to falling death rales among the 
adult population (See Table 12 in Part II). These trends in 
fertility and mortality are not peculiar to Australia but are 
common to many developed countries, some of which 
have proportionally smaller child populations than Austra­
lia.

Future trends
In 1988, the ABS published four series of population 

projections for Australia based on various assumptions 
about birth rales, death rales and the level of overseas mi­
gration. The child population (See Table H5 in Part II) is 
projected to increase from 3.7 million in 1987 to between 
3.9 million and 4.7 million by 2031 (Series A, B and C) 
or to decrease to 3.4 million (Scries D) depending on the 
assumptions used. With the total Australian population 
projected to increase by between 39 per cent and 65 per 
cent during the 44 year projection period, the relative size 
of the child population is expected to decrease to between 
15 and 18 per cent of the total population by 2031.

FIGURE 1.4 PROJECTED PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL POPULATION AGED 014 YEARS
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Characteristics of children today
The 1986 Census of Population and Housing counted 

3,636,845 children in Australia, 90,500 (2.5 per cent) of 
whom were of Aboriginal or Tones Strait Islander de­
scent. Around 217,100 (6 per cent) of children in 
Australia were bom overseas.

At June 1989, an estimated 253,934 (7 per cent) of 
Australia’s children were overseas bom. While the propor­
tion of children bom overseas has remained fairly constant 
at around 6 to 7 per cent since the 1950s, their composi­
tion in terms of birthplace has changed radically. In 1954, 
90 per cent of overseas bom children had come from Eu­
ropean countries, 5 per cent from Asian countries, and just 
over 1 per cent from New Zealand (sec Table G1 in Part 
II). In 1989, reflecting recent migration trends, 31 per cent 
had come from European countries (mainly the UK and 
Ireland), 37 per cent from Asian countries and 15 per cent 
from New Zealand (See Table H3 in Part II).

In addition, many Australian bom children have a 
parent or parents bom overseas. The Survey of Labour 
Force Status and Other Characteristics of Families, con­
ducted by the ABS in June 1986, found that 36 per cent 
of all Australian children had at least one parent bom 
overseas; 20 per cent of children in one-parent families 
lived with an overseas bom parent, 19 per cent of children 
in couple familic.s had both parents bom overseas and a 
further 19 per cent had one parent bom overseas (Sec Ta­

bles Bl and B2 in Part II). Other characteristics of 
families are discussed in Chapter 2.

Ausualia is a highly urbanised country with over a 
half of all children living in urban centres of 100,000 or 
more population at the 1986 Census. Less than one-fifth 
lived in mral communities of less than 1,000 population. 
However, children compri.sed a larger proportion of the 
population in rural area.s (27 per cent) than in urban areas 
(23 per cent).

At June 1989, about three-quarters of Australia’s 
children lived in the eastern mainland States (34 per cent 
in New South Wales, 25 per cent in Victoria and 17 per 
cent in Queensland). Of the other States, Western AusUa- 
lia had 10 per cent. South Australia 8 per cent and 
Tasmania 3 per cent. However, the proportion of the 
population in each State who were children did not vary 
greatly, ranging from 21 per cent in South Australia to 23 
per cent in Queensland, Western Austfalia and Tasmania. 
Children comprised about 23 per cent of the population in 
the Australian Capital Territory and 28 per cent in the 
Northern Territory.

Childrcn were distributed very evenly over each year 
of age (see Table H4 in Part II), with boys outnumbering 
girls at a ratio of 105 to 100. There are more boys than 
girls bom each year and, despite higher mortality rales 
among boys and adult males of all ages, females did not 
begin to outnumber males until 62 years of age.

TABLE 1.2 CHILDREN: ABORIGINALFFY AND BIRTHPLACE, 1986

Aboriginal
Other Australian bom 
Overseas bom

Number(’OOO)

9oT
3.292.6

217.1

Per cent

2.5
90.5
6.0

ToUi(a)

(a) Includes 36,600 children whose birthplace was not sialed.
Source: Census rf Population and Housing. 1986

3,636.8 100.0

TABLE IJ CHILDREN: URBANZRURAL DISTRIBUTION, 1986

Major urban 
Other urban 
Rural

Number(’OOO)

2,138.3
879.4
618.1

Percentage 
dislribuJion

58.8 
24.2 
17.0

Per cent of total 
population in each 

geographic area

21.8 
25.1 
27.3

ToUI(a) 3,636.8 100.0 23J

(a) Includes migratory.
Source: Census <rf Population and Housing, 1986
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TABLE 1.4 CHILDREN: ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION, STATES AND TERRITORIES, I989p

New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania
Northern Territory
Australian Capul Territory

Number('OOO)
UóiT

926.9
642.8
295.5
367.9
104.6
44.1
65.3

distribution

34.0
25.0 
17.3
8.0 
9.9
2.8 
1.2
1.8

Per cent of total 
population in each 
State and Territory 

”2t9 

21.5 
22.7 
20.8 
23.1 
23.2 
28.2 
23.5

Australia

Source: Population ectunaiea

3,708.6 100.0 22.1

TABLE 13 CHILDREN: ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION BY AGE BY SEX, 1989P

Number(‘000)

Age (years)

Q - 4 
5 - 9 
10 - 14

Boys

633.5
634.8
632.4

Girli Total
Per cent of 
all children Sex ratio

Total____________

Source: Population estimates

1,900.7

604.0
603.0
600.8

1,237.5
1^37.8
1,233.3

33.4
33.4
33.3

104.9
105.3
105.3

1,807.9 3,708.6 100.0 105.1
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CHAPTER 2 FAMI1.Y LIFE

The fundamental social unit for the care and nurture 
of children is the family, characterised in this report as 
being a unit consisting of at least one adult and one child 
who arc related to each other by virtue of blood, adoption, 
fostering or step relationship. I.i ABS collections, children 
counted in privale dwellings (households) are classified 
either as family members or non-family members on the 
basis of their relationship to other household members. In­
formation on family relationships is not obtained for 
people in non-private dwellings such as hotels, motels, 
boarding schools, hospitals and other institutions.

At the 1986 Census, 98 per cent of Australia’s 3.6 
million children were counted in private dwellings and 
classified as family members. About 1 per cent were 
counted in private dwellings but not classified as family 
members because, for example, they usually lived else­
where. The remaining 1 per cent were counted in 
non-private dwellings.

Family composition
Families vary considerably in size and structure, 

ranging from the smallest unit of one parent with one 
child to a large extended family comprising children and 
older siblings, parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles etc. 
The type of family in which a child is raised may in­
fluence his/her social and economic well-being, and 
perspectivc,s and expccialiorts of family life. One of the 
more important influences is the number of parents pres­
ent in the family. Throughout this report, therefore, 
children arc classified as members of cither a couple fam­
ily, comprising one or more children, two parents (either 
married or in a de facto relationship) and possibly other 
related adults, or a one-parent family, comprising one or 
more children, one parent and possibly other related 
adults.

While it may be assumed that most children counted 
in non-private dwellings belonged to a family with whom 
they usually lived, about 3,600 children were counted in 
long-stay health institutions, childcare institutions and cor­
rective institutions (See Table G.3 in Part II). Some 
discussion of children in institutional care is included in 
Chapters 7 and 8.

At the 1986 Census, 88 per cent of children in 
families lived in couple families while 12 per cent lived 
in one-parent families. On average, couple families com­
prised 1.9 children and 2.3 adults, and one-parent families 
compri.scd 1.6 children and 1.3 adults. Adult family mem­
bers include parents, siblings aged 15 years and over, and 
other related adults.

TABLE 2.1 CHILDREN: n PE OF DWELLING AM) FAMILY STATLS, 1986

Privale dwellings and caravans etc. in parks
Family member
Noi a family member

Number ( 000)

3.598.1
3,567.4

30.7

Per ceni

98.9
98.1

0.8

Non-private dwellings ?8.8

Tout

Source: Census of Populaiion and Housing, 1986

3,636.8 100.0

TABLE 2.2 FAMILD:S AND CHILDREN BY FAMILY TYPL; 1986

Number of families with children (’000)

Couple families

1.635.3

One-pareni families

270.9

Tola I

1.906.2

Children —
Number (’000) 
Percentage distribution
Average number per family

3,132.6
87.8

1.9

434.8
12.2

1.6

3.567.4
1000 

1.9

Average number of family Tnembcrs(a) 4.2 2.9 4.0

(a) 271,948 families wdlhoul children but with dependent offspring aged 15 to 20 years were included in the calculation of these avenges. However, they provide a 
reasonable approximation of avenge size of families with children.

Source: Census (rf Population and Housing. 1986
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FIGURE 2.1 AGE DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN IN COUPLE FAMILIES, 1986

MARRIED COUPLE FAMILIES DEFACTO COUPI.E FAMILIES

Per cent Per ceni

50- 501

40- 40-

30- 30-

20- 20-

10- 10-

0-4 5-9

Age(years)

10-14
0-

5-9

Age (ye«ri)

10-14

Sourc«.' Ccfwu* of Population and Itouaing. 1986
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Children in couple Families
In 1986 over 3,1 million of Australia’s children lived 

in couple families. While most of these children lived 
with a married couple, about 4 per cent lived with a 
couple who were not legally married but were living 
together in a de facto relationship (See Table G4 in Part 
n).

adults such as siblings aged 15 years and over, grandpar­
ents, aunts, uncles etc. (Tabic 2.5). The June 1986 Survey 
of Labour Force Status and Other Characteristics of 
Families found that I in 5 children in couple families 
were the only child present in the family, 2 in 5 had one 
brother or sister but only 1 in 8 had three or more brothers 
or sisters aged under 15 years.

Children in married couple families were spread fair­
ly evenly across the three 5-year age groups while 
children in de facto couple families were younger, with 
over 40 per cent aged 0 to 4 years. This reflected the 
younger age profile of de facto couples in comparison 
with married couples.

Further, the 1986 Census found that de facto couple 
families were smaller than married couple families, with 
around 48 per cent having only one child.

Most couple families comprised parents and 
child(ren) only, while just over one-quarter included other

Children in one-parent Families
In recent years, the growing number of one-parent 

families has received considerable attention in the devel­
opment of family policy. The 1986 Census counted 
434,800 children living with one parent only, in most 
cases their mother. The Survey of Labour Force Status 
and Other Characteristics of Families found that nearly 
ten times as many children lived with their mother as with 
their father (See Table B3 in Pan 11). About 7 in 10 lived 
with a parent who was either separated or divorced, 2 in 
10 lived with a parent who had never married, and fewer 
than 1 in 10 lived with a widowed parent.
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FIGURE i: CHILDREN IN COUPLE FAMILIES; NUMBER OF SIBLINGS UNDER IS YEARS OF AGE, I»M
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FIGURE 13 CHILDREN IN ONE-PARENT FAMILIES: MARITAL STATUS OF PARENT, 1«M
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Sotart: Survey of Labour Force SUQta and Other Chmctcriatica ef Famiilea. 1986
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TABLE 23 CHILDREN IN ONE-PARENT FAMILIES: AGE OF CHILD BY MARITAL STATUS OF PARENT, 1986 
(Per cent)

Martial ftatuj of panni

Age of child (yean)

0 - 4
5 - 9
10 - 14

Separated

28.5
32.2
39.3

Divorced 

ilT 
35.7 
53.0

Widotved

11.6
26.9
61.5

Never married

57.8
29.0
13.3

Totalfa}

32.2
41.1

Tout 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

(a) Includea childran whose parent ataled that heZahe was mimed er m a de faoo relationahip, but thav apcMiae^rtner was not a usual resident of the houaehold 
Sourct: Sortey of Labour Force Status and Other Charactensucs ol Families. 1986

Overall, children in one-parent families were older 
than children in couple families (Sec Table B4 in Part 11), 
largely as a result of the family formation process. The 
vast majority of children arc bom into couple families. 
Some years later the’’ may move into one-parent families 
when their parents separate and eventually divorce or 
when one parent dies. The 1986 Survey of Labour Force 
Status and Other Characteristics of Families found that 
children whose parent was widowed were the oldest (with 
over 60 per cent aged 10 to 14 years), followed by those 
whose parents had divorced then those whose parents had 
separated. Children whose parent had never married were 
the youngest (younger than children in couple families), 
with almost 60 per cent aged 0 to 4 years. Over 40 per 
cent of all 0 to 4 year olds in one-parent families lived 
with a parent who had never manied.

Children living with their mother were younger than 
those living with their father, largely due to the high pro­
portion of very young children living with young, never 
married mothers and the higher probability of younger 
children remaining with their mother when a couple fam­
ily breaks down. Lone fathers were much older, and more 
likely to be widowed, than lone mothers and were also 
significantly older than fathers in couple families (See 
Table B6 in Part II).

Onc-parcnl families had fewer children than couple 
families. Over one-third of all children in one-parent 
families were the only child present, a slightly larger pro­
portion had one brother or sister, while only 1 in 12 had 
three or more siblings aged under 15 years.

FIGURE 2.4 AGE DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN IN ONE« PA RENT FAMILIES, 1986

LIVING WITH MOTHER LIVING WITH FATHER

I^ cent Per cert

60q
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Sotret: of Labour Force Sucua and Other Chanctenabc* of Famihea. 1986
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FIGURE U CHILDREN IN ONE-PARENT FAMILIES: NUMBER OF SIBLINGS UNDER IS YEARS OF AGE, I9M
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Blended famJies
In 1986 approximately 260,000 children lived in 

blended familic.s (i.e. families including step-children). 
About 127,000 lived in families which included both step­

children and the natural or adopted children of the par- 
entfs). As might be expected, families in which either or 
both partners had been married before were the most like­
ly to have step-children or a mixture of both step-children 
and natural or adopted children.

TABLE 2,4 CHILDRES(m) IN BLENDED FAMILIES(b): TYPE OF CHILDREN BY FAMILY TYPE, 1986

Married couple Dt facto couple

of chiidren
First marriage of Eiiher/both partners

both partners previously married
Both partners Either/boih partners 
never marrted previously married One-parent

Step-children only(c)
Step-children and natural/ adopted childrenfd)

14.0
16.7

64.9
83.7

— ’000 — 
3.8 
4.2

44.8
19.8

Step children only(c)
Step-children and natural/ adopted children(d)

0.5
0.6

— per c«ii of all children in each family lypc —

6.1
2.1

16.5
21.3

9.4
10.4

44.1
19.5

1.2
0.4

(a) Include* dependent ofTapruig aged 15 to 20 yean and vintorx. (b) Exclude* familie* in which aecondary family children were preacni and couple fanulia where 
aihcr one parent waa at»cnt on cennu night, w other one or both parenu did not auie the number of lime* they had been married (c) In couf4e farmlie*. these are generally 
the natunl/adopted children of one erf the partnen (d) In couple families, theae compriae atep children, as in (c). plus any naiural/adopted children erf the couple

Source: Census of Population and Hcxjsing, 1986
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Extended families

Al the 1986 Census, while most children lived in 
families consisting only of a parent or parents and one or 
more children, just over one-quarter of all families with 
children included related adults other than the pareni(s).

The vast majority of related adults, 89 per cent in 
couple families and 82 per cent in one-parent families, 
were sibling.s aged 15 years and over. Grandparents com- 
pri.scd 6 per cent of related adults in couple families and 
8 per cent in one-parent families while other relatives 
such a.s aunts and uncles comprised 5 per cent and 10 per 
cent respectively (See Table G5 in Part II). However, 
these figures underestimate the prevalence of extended 
families. Some extended family households may have 
been classified as multi-family households in the Census 
because by definition a family can contain only one lone 
parent or couple.

Changes in family composition

The composition of families can change in many 
ways including the addition of children through births, 
adoption.s or fostering; the addition of other relatives who 
come to live in the hou.schold; the departure of older si­
blings; the death of family members; the .separation or 
divorce of parents; and the (rc)partncring of lone parents. 
Comprehensive data on changes in family composition 
and the effects on the children involved do not exist but 
some broad indic-aors of the number of children affected 
in any year by the birth of a sibling or the divorce or 
remarriage of their parents arc available.

In 19H7 approximately 176,(XX) or 5 per cent ot Aus­
tralian children experienced the birth of a sibling. Almost 
40 per cent of ihese had been ilic only child in the family 
prior to the birth .

While most family households (98 per cent) con­
sisted of one family, there were 94,(XX) houschold.s with 2 
lamilies and 3,(XX) households with 3 or more families. It 
can be assumed that most of the.se multi-family housc­
hold.s were extended family hou.seholds, for example, an 
elderly couple living with their daughter, son-in-law and 
grandchildren or a lone parent and child living with her 
parents and younger siblings. The 1982 AUS Families 
Survey found that 90 per cent of multi-family households 
consisted of related families. However, interfamily rcla- 
tionship.s within houschold.s were not identified in the 
census, nor were extended family su{)port networks across 
households where, for example, several related families 
may live in the same ncighbourhtxxl and interact closely, 
providing social and material support for one another. 
There is very little data on thi.s type of extended family. 
However, some discussion of childcare provided by rela­
tives is included in Chapter 5.

Aniund 50 jx-'r cent of all divorces involve couples 
with at least one child under 15 years of age. In 1987 
there were 20,269 such divorces involving approximately 
40,(XX) children. While .some ol these would have been 
older. It is likely that the vast majority were children 
under 15 years of age, given that 70 per cent of the divor­
ces involved couples who had been married for less than 
15 years. The Australian Institute of Family Studies 
(AIFS) ha.s estimated that, ba.scd on recent divorce rates, 
about 18 per cent of children will experience a parental 
divorce by their sixteenth birthday^.

In 1987 the mothers of approximately 19,200, and 
the father.s of around I9,7(X), children aged under 16 years 
remarried. It is not possible to determine from available 
data sources whether it was the custodial parent who re­
married, however, ba.scd on the distribution of children 
between male and female lone parents (di.scussed earlier), 
it is likely that around 90 per cent were living with their 
mother while no more than 10 per cent were living with 
their lather at the time of remarriage.

TABLE 23 FAMILIES WTl H CHILDREN: PRESENCE <)E RELATED ADI LTS(a) BY FAMILY TYPE;, I9«i<

Couple /anultes

Parcnt(s) and child(rcn} only 
Parcnt(s). child(ren) and related adults

AH families with children

1.202.6
432.7

One-parent families

— ’(XX) —
200.6

70.3

Tola!

1.403.2
50.0

i,63S.3

I’arcnifs) and child(ren) only 
Parcni(s), child(rcn) and related adults

All families with children

73.5
26.5

270.9
— per cent —

74.0
26.0

1,906.2

73.6
26.4

100.0 100.0 100.0

(•) Include* siblings igcd 15 yc«n and over and oiher related adulu wch m grandparenu, sums, uncles etc
Source: C.cneat of Popula’.on and Housing. 1986

1. These cumaics were based on the number of nuptial births (88 per ceil of all binhs) and the number of children previously bom to the mother within the current_ A J . . , ., . , u .------- — — .«xw»/ «I.u utv Iicanixa « ciuiaren previously Dorn to the modA. d.u WC„ .^ .v«UNe » .gc of Um« AOdrac only bM. lo cooplc rawhod h» dun 15 (96 pe! con. of .U nupUU both.)
2. CannichscJ, G., McDonald, P., 1986, The Rue arui FalU?) of /nex mot n._.-
PcpuJaiion Association.

were included.
Aiulraiia I9S6-Î98S. Paper presented at the Third National Conference of the Australian
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Family interaction
The Australian Children in Families .Study^, con­

ducted by the AIFS during 1982-83, found that most 
children spent more time with their mother than with any 
other family member, and more time with their brothers 
and sisters than with their father. About half of the child­
ren surveyed preferred to have talk.s with their mother 
compared with 15 per cent who preferred to have talks 
with their father, and children were more likely to turn to 
their mother rather than their father if something were 
seriously worrying them. Children’s jobs antund the home 
were most frequently allocated by their mother and deci­
sions about other aspects of children’s live.s such as 
bedtimes, choice of television programs, going out, choice 
of clothes, where not made jointly by both parents in 
couple families, were usually made by their mother.

The survey also frxjnd dial llic proportion of children 
whose parent (in one-parent families) or both parents (in 
couple families) were employed, and the relative propor- 
litxi of those whose parcnt/botli parents were employed 
full-time, incrca.scd as children got older but declined as 
the number of children in the family increased (See Table 
B7 in Pan II).

In relation to family harmony, the Australian Child­
ren in Families .Study found that most children in couple 
families thought that their parents got on very well (48 per 
cent) or fairly well (4.3 (»er cent). However. 8 per cent of 
primary schixd children and 21 per cent of secondary 
school children .said that their parents argued or disagreed 
often or all of the time. Children felt that their mother was 
more likely than their father tn smooth over disagrrements 
in the family.

This difference between mothers and fathers in the 
level of involvement in their children’s daily lives reflects 
to .some extent cultural values as well as the amount of 
time that each parent has available to share with their 
children. The amount of time available for families to 
spend together depends largely on whether, when and for 
how long parents work, and on children’s activities, par­
ticularly whether they attend .school. While women’.s 
participation in the labour force has increased significantly 
in recent years, mothers arc still much less likely than fa­
thers to be in employment, particularly full-time, and 
remain the prime carers of the children.

The Survey of Labour Force Status and Other Char­
acteristics of Families found that, in 1986. children were 
twice as likely to have an employed father as an employed 
mother. In couple families, children were over 5 times 
more likely to have their father employed full-time than 
their mother while for children in one-parent families, the 
ratio was over 3 to 1.

The same study also found that among children no 
longer living with both parents, particular problems with 
the access parent existed. Some access parents found it 
difficult to keep up regular contact and commitment for 
various reasons including the fear of upsetting their child­
ren. and arlolescent children reported diat they sometimes 
did not want to meet the access parent because they had 
grown apart or wanted to spend time doing other things. 
A study on the consequences of divorce*', conducted by 
the AIFS ill 1984. found mat the majority of rcsixjndents 
reported that access aiTangcments were not working well, 
with 30 i)cr cent reporting them as working prxrrly. Ac­
cess anangemenus worked out privately (45 per cent of 
tlic sample) were twice as likely as those made in court 
to be operating well.

TABLE 2.6 CHILDREN: WHEI HER PARKNT(.S) EMPLOYED FTILL-TIMiXa) BY FAMILY TYPE AND SEX OF PARENT, I9«6 
(Per cent of all children In each famil) t)pe)

Em picked
Emfrfoyed fuU-iimc

One-parent 
families — 

lone mother

17.4

Oneparenl 
families — 
lone falher

64.8
60.1

Mother

47.4
17.8

Couple families

Father

m
88.5

Both parents

46,0
16.5

(a) Usually works 35 houn or more per week.
Source: Survey of labour Force Status and (Xher (?haracteruucs of i-amilies, 1986

3. Ochillroc G., Aimlo P.,1985. Tha ChtWs Eye View of FoMtly Life. AIFS, Melbourne. 4. McDnmId. P..1985 The Economte Conseguer 
M Australia: A summary, AIFS, Melbourne.

of Marriage Breatuiitwn
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CHAPTER 3 INCOME AND HOUSING

Child poverty and its con.scquent material and social 
disadvantage has been the subject of growing concern and 
public debate in recent years and, therefore, the main 
focus in both the income and housing .sections of this 
chapter is on children in low income families.

Income
Although some children receive income in their own 

right, the economic well-being of children i.c. their acce.ss 
to basic requirements of adequate food, clothing and shel­
ter, as well a.s to additional items rests largely on the 
financial resources of their parcnl(s) or family unit. Such 
resources may be in the form of income or accumulated 
wealth or assets. However, because there has been no 
comprehensive investigation into wealth in Australia, the 
former aspect is ihc only one considered in this chapter. 
The income unit, defined as a group of people who live 
together and form a single spending unit, is commonly 
used to analyse income. It can be considered analogous to 
Ihc family unit lo the extent that it may comprise a couple 
(including de facto), with or without dependent children, 
or one adult with or without dependent children. Non-dc- 
pendent children and other adults living in the same 
household, however, arc considered to be separate income 
units.

Direct comparison of income levels docs not take the 
different needs of income units of different sizes and 
structures into account. Equivalence scales applied to ac­
tual income provide a means of adjusting for such factors 
as the number of adults, their labour force status, and the 
number of dependent children in an income unit. Com­
parison of levels of adjusted, or equivalent, income 
enables a more accurate assessment of relative economic 

well-being, or .standard of living, to be made. Equivalent 
income is therefore used throughout this chapter. (Sec Ap­
pendix for details of the equivalence scales used.)

Level of income
Income quintiles provide a useful tool with which to 

compare income levels. Income units art ranked in as­
cending order according to their equivalent income and 
then divided into five groups of equal size (quintiles). The 
20 per cent of income units with the lowest incomes form 
the lowest quintile, and so on lo the fifth (highest) quintile 
which contains the 20 per cent of income units with the 
highest incomes.

Results of the ABS Income Distribution Survey, 
conducted throughout Australia during the pcriixl Septem­
ber to December 1986, showed that while 20 per cent of 
all income units were in each quintile (by definition), in­
come units with dependent children were not so evenly 
distributed. Couple income units were concentrated in the 
third and, to a lesser extent, the fourth quintiles, while 
over half of one-parent income units were concentrated in 
the lowest quintile. Nearly 30 per cent of children in 
couple income units were in the third quintile, with 15 per 
cent each in the lowest and highest quintiles, while the 
distribution of children in onc-parent income units was 
skewed towards the lower end of the income scale; 56 per 
cent in the lowest quintile and less than 3 per cent in the 
highest. Equivalent income decreased as the number of 
children per income unit increased. Couple income units 
in the highest quintile hail an average of 1.6 children com­
pared to 2.2 in the lowest quintile; one-parent income 
units had an average of 1.2 and 1.8 children rcspccDvcly,

TABLE 3.1 INCOME LNITS<»> AM) CHILDREN: EQUIVALENT INCOME Ql'INTILES, SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER I9S6

Equivaltnt incotné qutniiia

Lowest Second

AU income imiti
Income units with children

Couple income units
One-parmi income imiis

20.0 
17 8 
12.7 
51.2

20.0
17.5
16.5
23.9

Third

— per cent — 
20.0
26.7
28.5
15.1

Fourth

20.0
21.3
23.6

6.1

Highest Toeo!

20.0
16.7
18.7
3.6

1C0.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0

Children
In co(4>le income units
In one-parent income iMiiti

Average number children per income unii(b)
Couple income imiti 
One-parent income units

194
14.6
56.0

19.5
19.1
11.1

27.7
29.5
13.9

2.1
2.2
1.8

2.1
2.2
1.5

— number —

19.6
21.4

5.3

13.9
15 3
2.6

1000 
loao 
100.0

2.0
2.0
1.5

1.7
1.8
1.4

1.6
1.6
1.2

1.9
1.9
1.6

(a) Exclude* those with nil, nqpiive ot nai (tiled income, (b) Income unit! with children. 
Sowce: Income Diatrihoiioo Survey, 1986
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Factors effecting income

Labour force status and. consequently, source of in­
come arc important determinants of income level. Less 
than 10 per cent of children with one or both parents em­
ployed were in the lowest quintile compared to over 80 
per cent of children whose parent or parents were not em­
ployed.

pen-
Rcflccling this pallcm, the majority (80 per cent) of 

children in income units dependent on government pen­
sions or benefits were in the lowest quintile compared to 
only 4 per cent of children in income units whose princi­
pal source of income was wages or salaries.

FIGURE 3.1 CHIU3RKN: PROPORTION IN IX)WEST QUINTIl J! BY KMFIX)y MENT STATUS OP PARENTIS) 
SKPTKMRRB.nPr'kMMl/B lOtASKPTKMBRR DKC'KMHER I9M

Per cent 
iOO

80

60

40

20

0

I 
i

I
Parent not 
employed

Parent 
employed

Neither p«ent 
employed

One or both 
parent! employed

Children in one-parent income imiti Children m couple income unili

S&ttrcg - bienne Disuihubcn Suney. 19*6

FIGURE 3J CHILOREN: PROPORTION IN I.OWF.ST QUINTII.P. BY PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF PARENTIS) 
INCOME, SKPTEMBPU-nUCEMBKK DM vkvc orrAKEN r(S)

Per cent 

iOO

80

60

40

20

0 i
Waget, lalvies Busineti, trade 

or profcaaion
Government 

pcniKxu St benefiu
Other

Principal source of income

Saure«.- Income DwribuUon Survey. 19*6
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The fact that children in one-parent income units 
were so heavily ovcr-repre.scntcd in the lowest quintile 
can be largely explained by the low rate.s of employment 
and the corres(x>iiding high rate.s of dependence on gov­
ernment pcnsitxis and benefits among lone parents. Only 
24 per cent of lone parents were employed full-time and 
69 per cent repxrrted government pcnsion.s or benefits as 
their principal source of income, wherca.s 90 per cent of 
couple income units had one or both parents employed 
full-time and only 8 per cent were dependent on govern­
ment pensions or benefits as their principal source of 
iiKome.

The age and level of cducalion of the reference per­
son (the parent in one-parent income units and the father 
in couple income units) were also sUongly asstxtiated with 
income levels. Children in income units where the refer­
ence person was under 25 or over 54 years of age were 
over-represented in the lowest quintile; 51 per cent and 42 
per cent respectively (Sec Table DI in Part 11). Of child­
ren whose parent/father had a degree or higher 
qualification, 5 per cent were in the lowest quintile while 
over 40 per cent were in the highest. Around 21 per cent 
of children whose parent/father had no higher than sec­
ondary qualifications and 29 per cent of children whose 
parent/father did not complete secondary school (or never 
went to school) were in the lowest quintile, with 12 per 
cent and 8 per cent respectively in the highest quintile 
(Sec Table DI in Part 11).

Children in I he lowest income quintile

Children in the lowest equivalent income quintile 
were more likely than other children to be part of an in­
come unit in which the parent or parents were not 
employed and were dependent on government pensions or 
benefits as their pvrincipal source of income. Two-thirds of 

all children in ihc lowest quintile belonged to income 
units dependent on govemmcnl pensions or benefits for al 
least half of their income. The vast majority of these were 
in income units which drew 90 per cent or more of their 
income from this source.

The Unemployment Benefit was the main source of 
income for over half of all couple income units in the lo­
west quintile whose principal source of income was 
government pensions or benefits, whereas the majority of 
one-parent income units in this situation received the Sup­
porting Parent's Benefit.

Having parents aged under 25 or over 54 years was 
as.sociatcd with low income but the relatively small num­
ber of children in this category meant that they comprised 
less than 15 per cent of children in the lowest quintile. 
Most children in the lowest quintile (about 75 per cent) 
had a parent or parents aged 25 to 44 years. Similarly, 
living with only one parent was strongly associated with 
low income but most children in the lowest quintile (67 
per cent) lived in couple income units. Children in one- 
parent income units accounted for 33 per cent of children 
in the lowest quintile (Sec Table D2 in Part 11).

Income support

Although the care of children in Australia is gener­
ally considered to be a private responsibility, some 
general assistance is provided by the Commonwealth 
Government in the form of tax rebates for some families 
with dependent children and services such as infant health 
care and education. The Commonwealth also provides di­
rect income support in the form of Family Allowance cash 
payments to families (with children) who meet income 
test provisions.

FIGURE 3J CHILDREN IN LOWEST EQCIVAl.KNT INCOME QUINTILE; PROPORTION OF INCOME UNIT 
INCOME FROM COVER NMKNT PENSIONS, BENEFITS, SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER I9M

Per cent

70

60

50

40 I

30

20 1*^

10

0

r 

i

Less thm 5 510 19 20 to 49 50 to 89 90 or more

Per cent of total income

SoMzrr Incone Disa-ihuttan Survey, 1986
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TABLE 32 CHILI)REN(«); GOVERNMENT PAYMENTS RECEIVED BY P'AMILY, JUNE? 198«

Type of payrruini

Family Allowance
Family Allowance Supplement
Additional paymcnls to pensioners and benefictanes

(a) All pencni under 16 yean of age.
Source: Depanmcnl of Social Socunly; ABS population estimaiea

Per cent of all children

91.7
8.7

18.0

Social Security pensioners and beneficiaries receive 
additional payments for each dependent child in their care 
and the Family Allowance Supplement is paid for depend­
ent children in other eligible low income families. At June 
1988, 92 per cent of all children under 16 years of age 
lived in families in receipt of the Family Allowance, 18 
per cent lived in families in receipt of additional pension 
or benefit for dependent children and 9 per cent were in 
low income families receiving the Family Allowance Sup­
plement.

As pan of its commitment to eliminating child pov­
erty by 1990, the Commonwealth Government has begun 
a program of increasing direct income support to low in­
come families with children. It has also recently 
intrtxluced program.s aimed at enhancing education, pain­
ing and employment opportunities for lone parents (JET) 
and the long-term unemployed aged 21 to 54 years (NEW 
START) and, hence, improving the economic well-being 
of their children through a shift from dependence on gov­
ernment pensions or bencTits to paid employment.

An important source of non-govemincnl income sup­
port for children who.se parents are either separated or 
divorced is maintenance paid by the non-custodial parent. 
The 1986 Income Distribution Survey found, however, 
that maintenance was received for only 29 per cent of 
such children and that the rate wa.s lower for children in 
the lowest quintile (16 per cent). In June 1988 the Com­
monwealth Government introduced the Child Suppon 
Agency to ensure that, following the brctikdown of mar­
riage, non-custodial parents continue to provide financial 
support for their children. The Child Support Agency wa.s 
.set up under the conuol of the Commissioner of Taxation 
with the aim of providing a more reliable mclhtxl of main­
tenance collection for lone parents and to reduce the high 
default rates on maintenance orders. The scheme is aimed 
primarily at custodial parents receiving the Supporting 
Parent’s Bcncrit

Housing
Adequate housing, that is housing which provides 

protection from the elements, sufficient living space and 
basic amenities such a,s heating, lighting, clean water sup­
ply and sanitary cooking, washing and toilet facilities, is 
essential for good health and general well-being. Access 
to adequate, secure accommodation, while taken for 
granted by the majority of AusUalians, is not universal. 
Low income is a major factor associated with homeless­
ness or inadequate housing. The high cost of private 
housing and the shortage of public housing means that 
low income familie,s may often live in sub-standard pri­
vate rental accommodation and may experience periods of 
homelessness. Young couplet! with children and one-par­
ent families are particularly vulnerable. Domestic violence 

is also a factor in homelessness and is the main reason for 
women (and their children) seeking emergency accommo­
dation in women’,, refuges. Family conflict is similarly 
responsible for many older children seeking refuge in 
youth shelters. Homeless families and children may also 
seek temporary accoinmtxlation with relatives or friends. 
While the 1986 Census of Population and Housing 
counted about 700 children in night shelters and hostels 
for the homeless (See Table G3 in Part II), there are no 
reliable cstimaic.s of the numbers of homeless children or 
children living in inadequate housing conditions. Measure 
ment is impeded by the difficulty in defining the concepts 
of homelcssncs.s and inadequate housing and the mobility 
of the (Kipulation involved.

Suibiliiy and security of tenure can be as important 
to a child’s well being a.s the quality of accommodation 
occupied. Shifting house may require a child to make con­
siderable adjuslmenl.s to changed physical surroundings 
and may also involve making new friendti and attending a 
new sthtK)l. While a change of residence docs not necess- 
arily impact negatively on a child, frequent shifting and 
shifting in conjunction with stressful circumstances such

scparalion or divorce of parents, parent’s los,s of cm-
ploymcnt or eviction may affect a child’s personal and 
social development. The ABS Internal Migration Survey 
provides an indication of the likclihcxxl that a child will 
change residence in any one year. The survey found that, 
in the 12 months ended May 1987, 21 percent of children 
under 5 years of age experienced a change of residence. 
The mobility rate declined with age to 15 jxtr cent of 5 to 
9 year old.s and 12 per cent of 10 to 14 year olds.

Children in one-parent families were twice as likely 
a.s children in couple families to have changed residence 
in the past 12 months; 30 per cent and 14 per cent respec­
tively. The most common reason given for the change 
finding more suitable housing. The second most common 

was

reason was a change in the marital situation of the parent 
(for children in one-parent families) or a change tn their 
parents' employment (for children in couple families) (Sec 
Table F4 in Part 11).

The type of dwelling occupied can also influence a 
child’s activities or lifestyle. For example, children living 
in blocks of flats may be discouraged from noisy or bois­
terous forms of play inside or may have fewer 
opportunities for outdoor activities than their counterparts 
living in separate house., with enclosed yards. The 1986 
Income Distribution Survey found that 94 per cent of 
children in couple income units lived in a .separate house 
compared to 70 per cent of children in one-parent income 
units. For children living in multiple storey flats or units, 
the figures were 2 per cent and 12 per cent respectively. 
Thc.se differences may be related both to the smaller size 
and lower income levels of one-parent income units.
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FIGURE 34 CHIIJDREN: WHETHER CHANGED RESIDENCE IN PREVIOUS 12 MONTHS, MAY 1»«7

Pct cent

35

30

Age group (years)

In one-parent 
families

In couple 
families

TABLE 3J CHILDREN: TYPE OF DWELLING BY TYPE OF INCOME t'NTr(a), SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 1986 
(Per cent)

Children in

Type of dwelling

Separate house
Terrace house, villa unit 
town house, semi-detached house

Multiple storey flats/unils
Otherfb)

One-parent 
income units

72.0

15.7
11.7

Total children 100.0

Couple 
income units

94.1

3.1
1.9
0.8

100.0

Total

91.6

4.6
3.1
0.8

100.0

(■) Exclude« those with nil. negative or not stated income, (b) Include* children in canvan parks and non-pnvaic dwellings. 
Source: Income Distribution Survey, 1986

Housing and Income
The level of parental income is an important factor 

in determining not only the quality of housing in which 
children live but also the nature of occupancy. For 
example, low income families are less able to accumulate 
sufficient capital and to attract housing finance than 
middle or high income families and, therefore, are less 
likely to be able to purchase their own home. The 1986 
Income DisUibution Survey found that, overall, half of 
Australian children lived in income units purchasing their 
accommodation, but less than one-third of children in the 
lowest quintile were in this position. Children in the lo­
west quintile were more likely to be living in rented 
accommodation. They accounted for 62 per cent of all 

children living in rented government housing and 26 per 
cent of all children living in private rental accommoda­
tion.

Housing costs can take up a large proportion of a 
family’s income and the high cost of housing is seen as a 
major cause of poverty among children in low income 
families. The proportion of income spent on housing is 
much higher for income units purchasing or renting their 
accommodation than for those owning their accommoda­
tion outright. A housing survey conducted by the ABS in 
1988 found that relative housing costs were higher for 
one-parent income units renting privately than for any 
other family group. On average, they spent 37 per cent of 
gross weekly income on rent.
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The Government provides affordable housing for 
low income families through individual housing aulh- 
orilies in each State/Territory. However, the demand for 
public housing is much greater than the supply. Another 
form of government assistance is through cash subsidies 
paid to eligible low income families renting privately. 
While rental assistance has been provided to Social Se- 

curily pensioners and beneficiaries for some time, in 1987 
eligibility was extended to low income working families 
with children. Rent assistance to non-pensioners or benefi­
ciaries was introduced with the Family Allowance 
Supplement (FAS). A recent Department of Social Se­
curity survey of FAS recipients found that, at June 1988, 
around 20 per cent were also receiving rental assistance.

TABLE 3.4 CHILDREN IN LOWEST EQUIVALENT INCOME QUINTILE AND ALL CHILDREN: NATURE OF OCCUPANCY OF 
INCOME UNIT(a), SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 1986 

(Per cent)

Nature of occupancy

Owned outright 
Purchasing
Renting — 

Govcmmcnl 
Privalc(opcn market) 
Other privatc(b)

Children in 
lowest quintile

20.8
28.5

All children

20.8
49.8

Per cent in 
lowest quintile

19.5

Olhcr{c)

Total children

22.5
16.6
5.9

7.1
12.4
6.4

61.5
26.1
17.8

5.6 3.5 31.5

100.0 lOC.O 19.5

(a) Excludes those with nil, negative or not stated income, (b) Includes renting from employer» or relatives and boarding with relatives cr when in private dwellings, 
(c) Includes occupant of rent free premises, caravan parka and non-private dwellings.

Source: Income Distribution Survey, 1986

TABLE 3.5 HOUSING COSTS(a): NATURE OF OCCUPANCY BY INCOME UNIT TYPF^ FEBRUARY-MAY 1988 
(Per cent of mean weekly income)

Nature of occupancy

Income unit type

Couple with children 
One-parent with children

Owned 
outright

2,6 
4.6

Purchasing

19.2 
28.1

Government

15.7
19.0

Renting

Private(b)

21.2
36.8

(a) Housing cosU comprise rates payments for owncn. rates and mortgage payments for purchasers and rail payments for income uruu renting their accammodaiion. 
(b) Includes only those incone uniu renting in the open market.

Source: Housing Survey, 1988
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CHAPTER 4 HEALTH

In recent years the focus of health policy in Australia 
and oversea.', has shifted from the treatment of disease to 
prevention and active promotion of good health. In re­
sponse to the World Health Organisation’s Global 
Strategy for Health for All by the Year 2000, the Better 
Health Commission was established in March 1985 to 
‘....enquire into the current health status of the Australian 
population and recommend national health goals, priorities 
and programs to achieve significant improvements in ill­
ness prevention and health awareness’ . The work of the 
Better Health Commission has been followed up by the 
Health Targets and Implementation (Health for All) Com­
mittee which has developed a set of health goals and 
targets for Australia for the year 2000. The committee’s 
report^ sets out goals and targets in relation to the major 
causes of illness and death and their associated risk fac­
tors.

This chapter covers some of the main areas of con­
cern in children’s health for which the Health for All 
Committee has set goals and recommended preventive and 
health promotion strategies. It briefly reviews the health 
status of Australian children in terms of mortality and ill­
ness or injuries experienced then focuses on key areas of 
prevention and health promotion such a.s accident and in­
jury prevention, dental health promotion, immuni.sation 
and several aspects of lifestyle which impact on children’s 
health.

Mortality
Death rate.s provide a useful indicator of a popula­

tion’s health status. In the first half of the century the 
crude death rate dropped significantly mainly due to de­
clining incidence of deaths from infectious and parasitic 
diseases, especially among infants and young children. 
This improvement in children’s health resulted mainly 
from improvemcnl.s in housing, sanitation and immunisa­
tion techniques. The health status of children has 
continued to improve in the second part of this century 
as reflected by steadily falling death rates since 1950. The 
infant mortality rate (the number of deaths per 1,000 live 
births) has dropped by almost two-thirds, from 24.5 in 
1950 to 8.7 in 1988. While there has been a substantial 
decline in deaths for both sexes, the death rate for males 
continues to be significantly higher than for females.

Most infant death.s still occur within the first 4 
weeks after birth (neonatal deaths) although these have 
declined as a proportion of all infant deaths, from 71 per 
cent in 1950 to 61 per cent in 1988. Analysis of neonatal 
deaths shows that condition.s originating in the perinatal 
period (the period before birth to 28 days after birth) are 
the predominant cause, accounting for almost two-thirds 
of such deaths in 1988. These conditions include disorders 
relating to premature birth and low birth weight, birth in­
juries, intrauterine hypoxia and birth asphyxia, and 
respiratory distress syndrome. Congenital anomalies ac­
counted for a further third of neonatal deaths in 1988.

FIGURE 4.1 INFANT MORTALITY RATES(a)

Deaths per 1,000 
live births

Deaths per 1,000 
live births

19801970 19881950 1960

(a) Deaths children aged under 1 year per 1,000 live births. Rates before 1966 exclude full-blood Aboriginals. 
Source: Births and deaths registrations

I. Betler Health Commission Liking Fonvard to Belter Health. Vol J, 1986. 2. Health for AU AuiTraUofu, Repon to the Australian Health Ministers' Advisory Counol 
and the Australian Health Ministers’ Conference, 1988.
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FIGURE 42 DEATHS AT AGES 1 TO 14 YEARS: MAIN CAUSES OP DEATH BY SEX, 19M

Cause of death

Congenita! anomalies

Malignant neoplasms 
(cancer)

o

0 Female

* Male

Motor vehicle 
traffic accidents

Other accidents, 
poisonings and 
violence

0 2

Source: Death* rcgtsirauana

o

4 6

Death* per 100.000 of populalion of same age and tex

8 10

Sudden infant death syndrome or ‘cot death’ is a 
major cause for concern in older infants with the number 
of deaths attributed to this cause increasing in recent 
years. However, this increase may be due to greater medi­
cal awareness of the syndrome rather than an increase in 
the number of deaths from this cause. In 1988 over half 
of all post-neonatal deaths were attributed to sudden infant 
death syndrome. Other main causes were congenital 
anomalies (16 per cent) and conditions originating in the 
perinatal period (9 per cent).

The death rate among 1 io 14 year olds is very low, 
having decreased from 102 deaths per 100,000 of the 
population in this age group in 1950 to 28 in 1988. As for 
infants, the death rale is much higher for males than for 
females; in 1988 the male death rate was 35 per cent 
higher than the female rate.

More 1 to 14 year olds die as a result of accidents 
than any other cau.se. In 1988 accidents, poisoning and 
violence accounted for 473 deaths, half of all deaths in 
this age group. Males were almost twice as likely as fe­
males to have died from accidental causes which largely 
explain.s the higher overall death rate for males in this age 
group. In 1988 the death ratc.s from accidents, poisoning 
and violence were 17 per 100,000 males and 10 per 
100,000 females. Around half of all accidental deaths 
were the result of motor vehicle traffic accidents.

In the period 1985-1987, most children killed in road 
traffic accidents were either passengers in motor vehicles 
or pedestrians, 46 per cent and 34 per cent respectively. 
Among older children a significant proportion were pedal 
cyclists.

TABLE 4.1 CHILDREN(a) KILLED IN ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS: TYPE OF ROAD USER BY AGE AND SEX. 
AUSTRALIA, 1985*1987

Type of road user

Motor 
cyclist Passenger Pedestrian

Pedal
Other

Age (years)—
0 ■ 4 
5 - 16

— per ceitt —

Total

number

3.0 6.1
5i.e 
42.5

42.4
31.8

0.4
15.5 1.0

100.0
100.0

238
708

Males
Females

2.4
1.9

6.8
0.8

39.3
57.6

34.9
33.8

15.9
5.0

0.7 
O.i

100.0
100.0

585 
361

Total chikirefi 22 43 46J 343 0.7 100.0 M6

(a) Include* all person* under 17 yean oi age. 
Source: Road TrafTic Accident* Collection
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Illness and injury
The 1983 Australian Health Survey (AHS) provkled 

some indicators of the health status of the non-institution- 
alised population. The survey was conducted throughout 
1983 and obtained information on illnesses and injuries 
experienced during the two weeks prior to interview.

The survey found that children, particularly 5 to 14 
year olds, appeared to be heallhier than most adults. Even 
so, about half of all children, 55 per cent of children under 
5 years of age and 46 per cent of 5 to 14 year erfds, had 

experienced one or nxxe illnesses or injuries in the pre­
vious two weeks. Most of these children (70 per cent) had 
only one, around 22 per cent had two while 8 per cent had 
three or more conditions. The common cold was the most 
frequently reported alL'nent, followed by dental problems. 
Injuries comprised the third largest group of conditions 
experienced by S to 14 year olds and the nfth largest, 
after eczema/dermatitis and cough/sote throat, for children 
under 5 years.

FIGURE 4 J CHILDREN WHO EXPERIENCED ONE OH MORE ILLNESS CONDII IONS(.) DURING THE TWO 
WEEKS BEFORE INTERVIEW: SEVEN MOST FREQUENTI-Y REPORTED ILLNES,S CONDITONS, ISM

Dlness conditiorX*) 
rqxxted

CHILDREN AGED 9 704 YEARS

Influenzi

Skin rash

Injuries

Cough, tore thron

Eczema,dermMJtis rie.

Denul problems

Common coU

1280 16

Per cent of populMKxi aged 0 lo 4 years

CHILDREN AGED 5 TO 14 YEARSItine» condiùorXs)

Influenza

Asthma

Cough, tore ilvoai

Headache (b)

In jiffies

Dental problems

Common cold

16

Per cent of population aged 5 to 14 years

(b) Headache due to un^iMihed or irivtal
(a) Each diiki may haw expcrimced more than one i&neaa ooBddion and ihorefore may ta a mmihar of 
categortm wHhm eiKh aw wtthia «Mb eatcgcry. (b) Hsadeche dus ts iss^msned cr ffb
caute (rather than atrcaaAanaàcBy

Seurer; Austriban Heahh Survey, 19*3
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In addition to physical discomfort and emotional dis­
tress, Illness and injury can seriously affect children's 
TTi^'iOKt ®°"®®rn is lime lost from school.
. found that 12 per cent of students aged 5
to 14 years had lost at least one day of school in the last 
two w^., due to illness or injury. The average time lost 
was 2.2 days. The common cold, influenza and cough/sorc 
throat together accounted for about one-third of ail health 
related absenteeism.

Accident and injury prevention

As mentioned earlier, injuries are a major cause of 
death among children, particularly among boys. In addi- 
uon, non-fatal injuries comprise a significant and, to some 

health problem for children. The 1983 
AHS found that around 4 per cent of children suffered 
from injuries in the two weeks before interview and that 
c 5 *0 14 year old.s who had time away from
school did so bccau.se of injuries. However, while bovs 
arc twice as likely as girls to incur fatal injuries, the sur­
vey found that the proportion of boys with non-fatal 
injuries was only slightly larger than that of airt. Ttv

away from

In order to identify the main problem areas and de­
vise appropriate preventive strategies it is necessary to 
an^ysc the circumstances in which children arc injured 
well as the injuries sustained. The 1983 AHS found that 
over one-third of accidents resulting in injury to children 
occurrcd at home, about one-fifth at school and about one- 
eighth OT strccLs or roads. In most cases injury resulted 
from a fall or jump (45 per cent) or by stepping on or 

(35 per cent) (See Tabic El in 
Han II). The mam agents involved were traffic and other 
surîmes such a.s fioors, steps and paths (17 per cent of 
accidents), sporting and recreation equipment such as 
sk^boards, toys and playground equipment (14 per cent) 
^d rrotix vehicles and other transport vehicles including 
bicycles (12 per cent) (Sec Table E2 in Pan II).

as

The Health for All Committee identified the need for

was only slightly larger than that of girls The 
mmnn lorwe n.c __ ________ .most common types of injuries reported were lacerations 

(cuuing or breaking of the skin), sustained by almost half 
of all children with * ■

... .. ........... luviiuiicu uie ncco tor
improved injury surveillance to assist in planning effective 
Mtion^ injury prevenuon programs and policies. It en­
dorsed the establishment of

injuries, and bruises, sustained by
Prevention Program based on

an Australian Injury 
a review of the pilot Na-

^ut one-third of injured children. In about 40
of cases. -------- per cent

injuncs were serious enough to require medical. - . - — wz.1v/u511 **-* «VUUIIC
atcntion during the two weeks before interview.

— ’ “ »VTH.W UI uiv puoi fxa-
MICPP Su'-vcHance and Prevention Program 

iNI^PPl U/ntZ'h CV — ...!. a . ■ ■=”'"'^nccd in South Australia in Exiem- 
u r u Tv' Australian pilot program, conducted 
by the Public Health Service of the Southoy ne rumic Health Service of the South Australian 
Health Commission in conjunction with the Child Acci­
dent Prevention Foundation of Australia, involves
monitonng all injury cases presenting for treatment 
major hospital casualty departments and 
medical practice in Adelaide.

at two
one general

iJbiess condition

Bronchttit, en^hytona

Atüvna

Virus

Infective or p^astUcdireucs

Cough, tore throat

injwics

Stomach disorders

Influenza

Common cold

0 5

Sount: AuMrahan Hetkh Survey. 1913

10
Per cent of all absent for health reasoru

IS 20

bccau.se
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FIGURE 4 J CHILDREN REPORTING AN ACCIDENT DURING THE FOUR WEEKS BEFORE INTERVIEW: 
INJURIES SUSTAINED, 1983

I'ype of injury

Other injury

Scald« etc.

PraciiMe«

Poison«, bile« etc.

Sprains, strains

Bruises

lacerations

0 10 20 30 40 50
Per cent of children reporting an accident

NOTE. A chi d may have muiupic injuries and may therefore appear m more than one category 
Sotirct: Aust alian Health Survey, 1913

Analysis of data from this study for the period De­
cember 1985 to August 1986 highaghts the need for more 
effective preventive programs in relation to motor vehicle 
¿».cidents, bicycle accidents and accidents involving play­
ground equipment.

Road traffic accidents arc a major cause of death and 
serious injury among children. Among children aged

under 5 years, motor vehicle accidents were responsible 
for well over half of all road trauma cases documented by 
the NISPP. For most older children the rate was lower 
(around 20 to 40 per cent), increasing again at 14 years of 
age where motor vehicle accidents accounted for almost 
half of all road injuries.

FIGURE 44i CHILDREN INJURED IN ROAD ACCIDENTS: PROPORTION INJURED IN MOTOR VEHICTESIa) 
BY AGE OF CHILD, ADELAIDE, DECEMBER 1985 TO AUGUST 1986
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7
Age (year«)
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r o
i

0
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0

(a) Including motor cycles.

.Soure«.- Nsitonal Injury Surwillmcc and Prevention Program□
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It is generally acknowledged that legislation requir­
ing the fitting and wearing of seatbelts ha.s been the most 
successful road safety measure in Australia in the last two 
dccadc.s, significantly reducing the number of deaths and 
the incidence and severity of injuries from motor vehicle 
accidents. However, children have not benefited a.s much 
as adults from this measure as standard seatbelts are not 
suitable for infants and young children. Increasing the use 
of appropriate restraints by children is a major priority of 
road safety authorities.

The NISPP found that bicycles were the most fre­
quently reported cause of injury among children, 
accounting for over half of ail cases of road trauma in 8 
lo 13 year olds.

Recent surveys in several States showed that use of 
seatbelts or other restraints was well below optimum le­
vels and was particularly low for children. A survey 
conducted in 1986 for the Federal Office of Road Safety 
in .several Slates showed that restraint usage was lowest 
for 1 to 7 year olds. Variou.s strategics have been recom­
mended to increase restraint usage among children 
including changc.s to legislation, increased enforcement, 
awareness campaigns and restraint and booster .scat hire 
schemes to assist low income groups.

Head injuries constituted about one-third of all bi­
cycle injuries treated. Because of the potentially serious 
consequences of .severe head injuries, such as permanent 
disability or even death, encouraging the voluntary use of 
helmets by pedal cyclists is a preventive strategy which 
ha.s gained momentum in recent years. The little data cur­
rently available on use of bicycle helmets in Ausualia 
indicatc.s that while usage i.s still low among children it 
has increased significantly in recent years. An ABS sur­
vey on bicycle usage and safely, conducted in October 
1984 in the Adelaide Statistical Division, found that less 
than 3 per cent of children aged 2 to 14 years usually 
wore a helmet while cycling outside their home propeny 
(Sec Table Fl in Part 11). A similar survey, conducted 
throughout New South Wales in October 1988, found that 
around half of all regular cyclists aged 5 to 14 years 
usually wore a hard shell helmet when cycling (see Table 
F2 in Part II).

TABLE CHILDRENf«): PROPORTION LSINC SEATBELTS/REiSTRAISTS BY

Agg (ygars)

Under 1 
I -7 
8 16

(Per cent)

QuggnslanJ

8Ü 
53
58

ACE, SELKtTEU STATUS, 19X6

South Australia

79
62
60

(a) AU persons aged under 17 yean of age
Soureg- Survey of Occupant Rettratnt, 1986 — Federal fXficc of Koad Safety

H'ej/ern AuslraJia

87
82
88

FIGLIRE 4.7 CHIIJIRE.N INJl'RED IN ROAD ACCIDENTS: PROPORTION INJI RED ON BICYCLES 
BY AGE OF CHILD, ADELAnjp; DECEMBER I9M TO At!Gts4 19*6
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A reason often given for children’s low usage of hel- 
meLs is conformity to peer group values. It has been 
suggested that legislation making use of bicycle helmets 
compulsory would largely overcome this problem, particu­
larly among younger children.

in addition to use of helmets by pedal cyclists, major 
preventive strategies include the separation of bicycle traf­
fic from motor vehicle traffic, encouraging cyclists to 
maximise their visibility, both al night and in daylight, 
and education programs for children emphasising road' 
safety and adherence to traffic codes.

The NISPP has also highlighted playgrounds and 
playground equipment as an area where appropriate 
preventive action can greatly reduce the incidence and sc- 
verity of injuries to children. Analysis of playground 
accidents at school, preschool and council playgrounds 
shows that most of thc.se involved a fall, and in over half 
of all cases the injury wa.s cau.scd by the ground surface 
under the equipment.

improved access to dental health care, e.g. establishment 
of the School Dental Service, and greater promotion and 
provision of prevention services by dental health profes­
sionals, e.g. fluoride ueatment, regular dental check-ups.

The Children’s Dental Survey, conducted by the 
ABS in November 1983, found that 23 per cent of all 2 
to 14 year old.s who had had a dental consultation in the 
past twelve months had received fluoride treatment at 
their last consultation, 27 per cent had their teeth cleaned 
or polished while 39 per cent had a dental check-up but 
no specific treatment. The survey also found that most 2 
to 14 year olds (60 per cent) had regular dental check-ups 
at least once a year.

Replacement of unsafe ground surfaces such as con­
crete, bitumen, compacted soil or gravel and grass with 
energy ab.sorbing materiafs such a.s loo.se sand, bark chips 
or pincwotxl peelings is .seen as a simple, effective and 
relatively inexpensive preventive strategy which, unlike 
increasing the u.se of bicycle helmcLs and child restraints, 
doc.s not depend on behaviour mtxlification for success.

Dental health promotion
On the whole the dental health of Australians is 

gixxl by world standards, the incidence of dental caries 
having decreased significantly in the past 30 years. This 
ha.s been attributed to a combination of factors including 
fluoridation of water supplies, greater awareness and prac­
tice ol oral hygiene procedures, improved nutrition.

Nevertheless, the 1983 Australian Health Survey 
(AHS) found that 10 per cent of children under 5 years of 
age and 5 per cent of 5 to 14 year olds had experienced 
dental problems in the previous two weeks (Figure 4.3). 
That is, they had experienced problems such as toothache 
or inflamed gums or had received treatment during that 
period, such as fillings or extractions, which would indi­
cate a dental problem. In general population surveys such 
as the AHS and the Children’s Dental Survey, where it is 
not feasible to conduct an oral examination, information
on treatments received at dental consultations is often 
sought as an indirect measure of dental health status. The 
1983 Children’s licntal Health Survey found that 69 per 
cent of 2 to 14 year olds had consulted a dentist (or dental 
nurse) in the past twelve months. Of these 25 per cent had 
filling.s at their last dental consultation, 8 per cent had ex- 
traction.s and 4 per cent had braces/bands fitted or
adjusted. The survey also found that 7 per cent of 6 to 14 
year olds who had ever had a dental consultation were 
either currently wearing braces/bands or had done so in 
the past.

TABLE 4_5 CHILDREN AGED 2 TO 14 YEARS: PREVENTIVE TREATMENT
AND FREQUENCY OE 5ENTA“L c'HECK:vis-, “bM 1,«’^ RECENT CONSULTATION

Prcvenlivc Ircalmcnts—
Teeth cleaned or poltshcd(a)
Huoride trcatmcnl(a)
Check-up only—no specific trcalmcnl

Per cent of all 2 to 14 year olds who had a dental consullaion in the past ¡2 months

Frequency of denial check 
Twice or more a year 
Once a year 
luCss than (Mice a year
loLal having regular check-ups

Only see dcnUsl for a specific problem
Never had a dental consultaiion

SnJrT fC,' ’rr • ^heck-up » oU,er uamcnl for denul problem.
Sourct. C.nildren i {Rental Survey, November 1983 '

27.4
23.4
39.0

Per cent of all 2 to 14 year olds

44.5
15.8
2.7

63 0

17.0
20.0
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TABI E 44 CHILDREN AGEO 2 TO 14 YEARS: TREATMENT EOR DENTAL PROBLEMS AT MOST REX'ENT CONSULTATION 
I w.w * y^.K»o/r* A Kirw? xirwCUUL-U 1OB1AND USE OF BRACES/BANDS. NOVEMBER 19»3

Trcaimeni for dental problems—
I'illing(i)
Extraction(s)
Bracc8/bands(tiliing or maintenance)

Ute of braccs/bands— 
Currently wean braccs/bands 
Used to wear braces/hands

Source: Children's Donul Survey, November 1983

Per cent of 2 to ¡4 year olds who had a denial consuitaiton in past 12 months

25.6
7.7
3.7

Per cent of 6 to ¡4 year olds who have ever had a dental consultation

3.7
3.3

Immuni.sation
Programs of mass immunisation against infectious 

diseases of childhood such a.s whtxiping cough, diphtheria 
and poliomyelitis have been very successful in that these 
di.sca.ses have long ceased to be a significant cause of pre­
mature death and disability in Australia. However, despite 
extensive efforts by government health authorities, private 
health organisations and voluntary groups these discase.s 
have not been totally eliminated from the community and 
immunisation levels remain a major public health concern.

Results of a national survey on children’s immuni.sa­
tion, conducted by the ABS in November 1983, showed 
that one quarter of 2 to 5 year olds had not received the 
full recommended course of triple antigen and/or com­
bined diphtheria and tetanus injections; I in 6 had ntH 
received the full course of polio vaccinations; 1 in 3 had 
not been immunised against measles; and, 3 in 4 had not 
been immunised against mumps. Immunisation against 
mumps was not included in the National Health and 
Medical Research Council’s Immuni.sation Schedule be­
fore 1983 which accounts for the low immuni.sation rate 
at the time of the survey.

The Health for All Comniitice identified the need to 
improve the effectiveness of immunisation programs in 
order to achieve full immunisation against (and eventual 
eradication of) the major preventable infectious diseases 
of childhtxxl. Educational programs promoting the bene­
fits of immunisation and vaccination programs will need 
to focus particularly on those groups in the popiilation 
where immunisation rates arc lowest. The 1983 Children's 
Immunisation Survey found that immunisaticMi rates were 
lower among children who»" mothers had been bom over­
seas, particularly recent migrants, than among children 
with Australian bttm mothers. It also found that immuni­
sation rates increased with the mother’s level of 
education. In addition to improving the effectiveness of 
immunisation programs, the Health For All Committee 
aimed to ensure that primary school enrolments 
throughout Ausualia be conditional upon evidence of a 
completed immunisation schedule, with exemptions 
granted for defined medical, personal or religious reasons, 
by the year 1992.

TABLE 4 5 CHILDREN AGED 2 TO 5 YEARS: IMMUNISATION RATES(a) BY YEAR OE MOTHER’S ARRIVAL IN AUSTRALIA, 
NOVEMBER 1983 

(Per cent)

y^iar of rruMher's arrival in Australia

Vaccinations

TA and/or CD'I'Cb) 
Polio
Mumps 
Measles

Before ¡978

75.2 
82.6 
19.2 
67.6

J978 to 1983 
5^ 

66.3 
21.8 
59.2

Total

71.1
79.1
19.8
65.7

Molhir born 
in Australia

76.2
86.9
23.4
69.3

Total

74.8
84.8
22.5
68.4

(«) Children who hive hid the full counc of vicciniuoni recommended by ihe Niuonil I lei I th ind Medicil Reieireh Council(tSII4MRC) 111 pe^uge of UI children 
iged 2 lo 5 yew. (b) Triple AnugenfTA) vienne confère immunity igiinit whooping cough (pcnuuti), diphlherii ind lainui Combined Diphlheni TetMuifCOI) vienne 
confen immunity against diphtheria and tetanus only.

Sourct: Children's Immunisation Survey, NovcmbCT 1983
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TABI F 46 ('HILDREN AGED 2 TO 5 YKAR.S: IMMUNISATION RATESia) BY EDIX'ATION LEVEL OF MOTHER. 
NOVEMBER 1983

(Per cent)

Molhtr ¡tft acttool bafort ¡5 years of age Mothtr itfì íchotJÍ at 15 >*an w oldtr

Vacevid/to/iJ

TA and/or CDT(b) 
h>lio
Mum pi
Meailet

No gualiftcalions 
since 

leaving school 

: mT
70.4 
14.7 
52.0

Obtained tfual- 
tficatums since 
leaving school

77.0
81.5

Total

65.9
72.Q
13.7
52.9

No (fuali/icaHons 
since 

leaving school

74.4
83.7
21.9
67.9

Obtained guai 
ificai ions since 
leaving school 

” 78.2

91.2 
26.0 
74.7

Toca/

75.8 
865
23.5
70.4

Total

74.g
M.8
22.5
68.4

(.) Children who h.vc h.d d,« full com», of v.ccu,.uom recomnrendrel by ih. N.ucn.l Itollh «.d M«hcl R-creh CouncilfNIU^) .. . rf^cl^
. . /«VAS._________ r-------------- i.w ..auMt whooping enu^ (pertuMi«), diphthnu «nd t««nu« < om»»no4 Diphtheo« T«*nu«(CDT) vaccineaged 2 to 5 yean (b) Tnple AnUgenfTA) vaccine confer« immunUy agai 

confer« immimity again« diphthoia and tetanus only
Soiece Children'« Immuniaauon Survey, November IW3

Lifestyle
A person’s susceptibility to ceilain diseases is in part 

determined by aspects of lifestyle such as diet, smoking 
and physical exercise. The risks to health of poor nutri­
tion, smoking and inactivity in childhood can be both 
immediate, affecting a child’s physical and social devel­
opment, and long-term, where high risk habits 
commenced in childhtxxl can contribute to a wide range 
of diseases in later life.

Tobacco smoking has been associated with increased 
risk of cancer of the lungs, throat and mouth, cardiovas­
cular disease and respiratory diseases such as bronchitis 
and emphysema. Because the smoking habit is very diffi­
cult to break once established, preventing the onset of 
smoking, especially in children, is a major objective of 
public health educators.

The Australian diet, like the diet of most developed 
western countries, is characterised by overconsumption of 
foods (in relation to energy requirements) and excessive 
intake of fat (especially saturated fat), refined sugar and 
salt combined with inadequate intake of complex carbohy­
drates and dietary fibre. Conditions linked to ihi.s type of 
diet include dental caries and obesity in children, and 
obesity, high blood pressure, maturity onset diabctc.s and 
coronary heart disease in later life. In order to improve the 
nutritional status of children the Health for All Committee 
recommended increasing breastfeeding of infants and the 
development of national nuu-itional education programs in 
schools and the community. It also highlighted the need 
for more data to be collected on the dietary habits of Aus- 
tralian.s and the nutritional content of foods consumed.

The 1985 Australian Health and Fitness Survey 
(AHFS), an Australia-wide survey of school children con­
ducted by the Australian Council for Health, Physical 
Education and Recreation. Inc. (ACHPER). found that a 
large proportion of students had experimented with smok­
ing. From 9 to 12 years of age. more boys than girls had 
tried smoking while for 13 year olds the rate was the same 
(57 per cent). Al 14 years of age, more girts than boys 
had tried smoking with 67 per cent of girls and 62 per 
cent of boys reporting that they had smoked at least pan 
of a cigarette.

Among older students, girls were also more likely 
than btrys to smoke regularly. Around 18 per cent of 14 
year old girls reported that they had been smoking regu­
larly for 6 month.s or more compared to 13 per cent of 
boys.

TABLE 4.7 CHILDREN AGED 9 TO 14 YEARS; S.MOKING EXPERIENCE BY AGE BY SEX. 1985 
(Per cent in each age/sex group)

Age (years)

Smoking experience

Hai experimented with siiioking(a) 
Smokes rcgularly(b) 
Hai been smoking regularly 
for 6 months or more

26.7

/O

MAUiS

30.0
4.1

35.1
7.5

12

49.0 
12.1

5.6

i3

57.5
16.7

9.8

Ì4

61.9
19.3

119

Has experimented with smoking(a) 
Smokes regularly(b) 
Hai been '.making regularly 
for 6 months or more

12.2

FEMAlJtS

20,4
4.2

26.3
6.2

38.3
10.2

57.2
20.1

66.9
27.3

4.1 18.2

9 H

U 4

M one or more Uma a week(•) Include« «11 children who hive ever rmoked even pert of a cigiretie (b) Regularly ii defined 
Source: Ausiralum Health and Htnesa Survey, 1985 — ACHPER
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The survey also found that while knowledge of 
health risks as.sociatcd with smoking generally increased 
with age up to adolescence, the proportion of both boys 
and girls who agreed that smoking can cause lung cancer 
and heart disease began to decrca.se after about 12 or 13
years of age as did the proponitxi of children who con-

The 1985 AHFS found that, with the exception of 13 
year old boys, less than half of school students considered 
that they got sufficient aerobic exercise, i.c. three or 
more sessions of vigorous exercise each week with each 
session lasting half an hour or more.

sidercd it very important tc be a non-smoker. This trend 
wa.s more marked for girls than boys, reflecting actual 
smoking paUems. Peer group values have a significant in- 
fiucncc on children’s behaviour, particularly among older 
children and teenagers. Al around 12 years of age, the 
proportion of studenLs who considered having friends to 
be very important began to exceed the proportion who 
considered it very important to be a non-smoker.

School spoils and physical education classc.s play an 
important role in determining children’s fitnes.s levels by 
providing opportunities to engage in physical exercise and 
information aboul the importance of physical fitness and 
how to maintain it, and by influencing children’s attitudes 
to physical exercise. The 19R5 AHFS found that about

Strategies to reduce the prevalence of smoking and 
prevent the onset of smoking among children include in­
creasing health education about smoking in schools and 
the community, restriction of advertising and promotion of 
tobacco products, and anti-smoking media campaigns 
aimed specifically at children.

Regular vigorou.s physical exercise contributes to
physical development and helps children to maintain nor-
mal body weight and an adequate level of fitness. 
Reduced fitness contributes to fatigue, loss of concentra­
tion and decreased capacity to cope with stressful 
situations. In later life lack of cxcrci.se is a risk facloi in 
coronary heart disease while regular vigorou.s cxcrci.se can 
reduce other risk factors as.sociatcd with heart disease 
such a.s high blood pressure and obesity.

three-quarters of 9 to 14 year old.s had taken part in physi­
cal education classes in the past week. The participauon 
rate was highest for 13 year old boys (83 per cent). Par­
ticipation in schixil s[X)rts was generally lower, falling 
away significantly after pnmary school. At 14 years of 
age, only 55 per cent of boys and 52 per cent of girls had 
taken part in school sports in the past week. However, 
while partici [ration rates were lower, significantly more 
students reported that they enjoyed school sports ’very 
much’ than reported enjoying physical education classes 
’very much'. Lower participation rates may be a reflecuon 
of the largely voluntary nature of sporting activities in 
many schtxils, particularly high schools. This dctrca.se in 
voluntary physical activity levels after primary school was
also manifested in lunch time and recess pursuits, particu­
larly among girls.

TABLE CHILDREN AGED 9 TO 14 YEAR.S: .SMOKING KNOWl.EIXJE AND AITITI DES BY AGE; BY SEX, IMS
(Per cent in each age/sex group)

Smoking knowledge and aildu/udes 9 10

MAI.IiS

12 13 14

Agree thM smoking— 
Can cause lung cancer 
Can cause heart disease 
Is habit forming

Consider it very important— 
To be a non-smoker 
To have friends

83.5
70.4
58.4

88.8
72.8
67.1

91.3
74.1
77.4

90.3
72.6
74.7

92.1
69.7
75.2

91 3

19.1

82.6
80.4

83.6
81.7

ÏT-MAIÆS

85.5
89.4

19% 79.5
85.7

70.5
896

Agree that sme^ing— 
Can cause lung cancer 
Can cause Ixiarl disease 
Is habit forming

Consider it very important— 
To be a non-smoker 
To have friends

85.6
69.3
60.6

89.9
71.0
65.5

90.5
71.0
13.5

92.0
71.1
76.7

93.1
65.9
80.5

«9.7
566
86.3

89.0
78.9

Source: Auatnban Health and Rineaa Survey, 1985 — ACIIPER

86.1
83.1

84.1 
83.4

81.1
85.2

68.4
89.0

56.8
85.4

decrca.se
cxcrci.se
cxcrci.se
dctrca.se
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TABLE 4.9 CHILDREN AGED 9 TO 14 YEARS: AEROBIC RATING AND PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL SPORTS AND PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION CLASSES BY AGE BY SEX, 19S5 

(Per cent bi each age/aex group)

Agt (ytart)

9 1210 11 13 14

MALES

Gets lufficicnt aerobic exerdse(a) 
Participated in school spotts 
in last week 

Enjoys school sport—
Very much
Qtute a lot

Participated in physical education 
classes in last week

Enjoys physical education dasses- 
Vesy much 
Quite a lot

40.4

66.4

64.3
14.3

76.3

46.5
18.2

38.3

69.9

67.9
17.4

718

42.0
22.1

45.0

71.1

61.4
20.7

67.4

42.7
20.5

46.3

54.1

53.9
21.2

76.9

4,1.1
25.1

50.6

57.5

45.5
30.1

83.1

44.0
27.3

46.S

55.3

44.1
25.8

li.O

34.7
29.9

FEMALES

Gets sufficient aerobic exerdse(a) 
Participated in school sports 
in last week

Enjoys school sports—
Very much
Quite a lot

Participated in physical education 
classes in last week

Enjoys physical education classes— 
Very much
Quite a lot

36.8

67.7

50.4
20.3

75.0

39.6
21.5

38.3

67.7

52.6
23.2

71.4

39.7
23.8

36.9

717

52.6
22.4

70.0

36.4
23.6

34.9

58.6

43.0
27.0

73.2

36.9
24.4

41.6

50.6

38.9
24.0

81.2

31.6
29.7

44.4

51.8

37.9
25.2

73.6

34.3
24.9

(a) SuHioent aerobic exaciae is defined as compnsing three or more sessions of vigorous exercise (causing the student to 'huff and puff) a week, each session lasting 
al least half an hour.

Sot^et: Australian Health and Fitness Survey, 19S5 — ACllPER
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CHAPTER 5 CHILD CARE

This chapter presents information about the arrange­
ments parents make foi the care of their children. It 
considers, in addition to the care provided by parents, care 
provided by other individuals (e.g friends, relatives, 
neighbours) and by facilities such as pre-schools, child 
care centres and family day care schemes. While pre­
schools have been included among organisations 
providing child care, schools have not been. Information 
on regular school attendance is provided in Chapter 6.

• Family day care - consisting of a network of indi­
viduals providing care and activities in their own 
homcii for other people’s young children. Care is 
mainly regular full-time or part-time, but occa­
sional, out of school hours and vacation care may 
also be provided. Funds for co-ordinating the 
scheme.s arc provided by the Commonwealth Gov­
ernment which also offers fee relief to parents 
meeting income test provisions.

The data presented in this chapter were collected in 
the lune 1987 ABS Survey of Child Care Arrangements 
which examined types of child care received by children 
aged less than 12 years in the week before interview. In 
this survey, child care was defined a.s being all arrange­
ments made for the care of children except lime spent at 
school. The information was reported by the person re­
sponsible for the child and, a.s thi.s was the child’s parent 
in the vast majority of cases, the term parent is used to 
describe this person. The child care arrangements u.scd 
were classified as formal care, informal care or other ar­
rangements.

In the week prior to interview, almost one-half of all 
3 to 5 year olds used formal child care. Three-quarters of 
these children attended pre-school. Children aged less 
than 3 years were much less likely to have used formal 
child care (11 per cent) and even fewer 6 to 11 year olds 
(2 per cent) had used formal child care in the previous 
week.

Formal child care
In the 1987 survey the following arrangements were 

classified as formal child care:

Over half of all children who used formal child care 
attended pre-schools, one-third attended child care centres 
and about 1 in 9 were cared for by family day care 
schemes. A small proportion (4 per cent) used more than 
one type of fomial care (e.g. a pre-school and a family 
day care scheme).

• Pre-schools - centres which operate on a .sessional 
basis during school hours and the school term only. 
They have a teacher present and generally prepare 
children for school. Financial assistance to pre­
school centres is available through State 
Governments from grants provided by the Com­
monwealth Government.

Between 1984 and 1987 there was an increase in the 
proporuon of children under 12 years of age using formal 
child care, from 12 to 16 per cent Most of this grow th 
occurred in tiie number of children placed at child care 
centres (an increase of 59 per cent). The number of child­
ren using family day care schemes grew by 20 per cent 
and the number al pre-schools by 17 per cent.

Child care centres - comprising a diverse range of 
facilities and services, namely. Federally subsidised 
long-day care centres, private care services, out of 
school hours care, vacation care, most occasional 
care services and most special care services. The 
care may be provided on a full-time, part-time or 
casual basis. The level of government funding 
varies between the different types of child care 
centres.

Difference!; in the three types of formal child care 
are reflected in the number of hours of care received by 
children using each type. The majority of pre-schoolers 
received less than 10 hours of weekly pre-school care and 
almost all received less than 20 hours per week. In com­
parison, one-fifth of children using child care centres and 
slightly more than one-third of those catered for by family 
day care schemes utilised these services for 20 or more 
hours per week.

TABLE 5 1 CHILDREN AGED LESS THAN 12 YEARS WHO USED FORMAL CARE(a): TYPE OF FORMAL CARE BY NUMBER 
OF HOURS WEEKLY, JUNE 1987

Hours of child care(b)

Type of care Less than 10 10 to 19

Pre-school 
Child care cenlrc 
Family day care

60.2
55.8
39.4

37.9
24.0
23.8

20 or more

— per ceni —
1.9 

20.3 
36.8

100.0
100.0
100.0

Total

■000
253.4
154.6
51.8

(a) Excludes 15,700 children who could noi be classified by type of formal child care, (b) Children attending more than one type of formal care in the week before 
interview have been counted in each category according lo the number of hours of each type cf care received.

Source: Qiild Care Arrangements Survey. 1987
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The type of formal care arrangements chosen by par­
ents depends to a large extent on the reason that care is 
required. Most parents with children at pre-school and no 
other type of formal care slated that the reason for using 
it was that they fell it was good for the child or prepared 
the child for school (94 per cent of children attended pre­
school for these reasons). Child care centres and family 
day care schemes were more likely to be chosen by par­
ents seeking care for their children while they were al 
work; 42 per cent of children al child care centres (and no 
other type of formal care) and 79 per cent of those in 
family day care (and no other type of formal care) were 
there principally so that their parents could go to work.

The survey also investigated the issue of unmet de­
mand for formal child care and found that for every 3 
children who used formal care there was 1 additional 
child whose parents wanted to use it but did not. Problems 
such as lack of formal care facilities in the area, transport 
difficulties and distance from available facilities were the 
main barriers to 45 per cent of children whose pareiil(s) 
were unable to secure formal care. Facilities being booked 
out was an impediment for a further 16 per cent while for 
14 per cent of children cost of care was the major barrier.

The employment status of a child’s parents) thus af­
fects the likelihood of the child using formal child care. 
In couple families where both parents were employed. 18 
per cent of the children used formal care arrangements. 
This compared with only 10 per cent of children in couple 
families in which neither parent was employed. In one- 
parent families. 26 per cent of children with an employed 
parent used formal care arrangements compared to 14 per 
cent of those whose parent was not employed.

In addition to those parents who wanted but were 
unable to arrange any formal care for their children, there 
were some parents who.se children used formal care but 
not as much as they required. These children represented 
13 per cent of all users of formal care facilities. The re->- 
sons for this demand not being fully met were again 
mainly distance and lack of suitable facilities although the 
cost of care was the predominant limiting factor for al­
most one-fifth of lhc.se children.

The survey also found that children whose parents 
were bom in an overseas non-English speaking country 
were less likely than children of Australian bom parents 
to have used formal child care (12 per cent and 16 per 
cent respectively).

Overall. 242,000 children, or 38 per cent of all child­
ren whose parents wanted them to use formal child care 
were unable lo have their demand fully met. mainly be­
cause of a lack of accessible, suitable and available formal 
care facilities rather than because of the cost of existing 
care.

FIGURE 5.1 CHILDREN AGED U£SS THAN 12 YEARS: PROPORTION U.SING FORMAL CHILD CARE 
BY FAMILY TYPE BY EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF PARENTStS), JUNE 19S7

Per cent 

30

20

15 ■
10

Parent 
employed

I
Pventnoi 
employed

In one-parent fsniliei

Doth Invents 
employed

Parents not 
employed

One parent 
employed

In couple families

■
5

0

fea&M
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TABLE 5.2 CHILDREN
51 CHILDREN AGED LESS THAN 12 YEARS WITH UNMET DEMAND FOR FORMAL CHILD CARE: 
WHETHER FORMAL CARE RECEIVED BY MAIN REASON FOR UNMET DEMAND. JUNE 1987

Reeuon for u/tmel demand Received no formal care Received ¡omt formal care

None exist in area 
Child loo young/old 
Transport 
Distance
Carer/iiaff not qualified
CostAoo expensive 
Booked out/nc placet 
Time available not tuiiaWe 
Other

40.1
6.3
2.2
2.7

13.8
16.1
5.5

12.7

ToUI 100.0

— per cem —
25.9

3.1

19.4
29.7

7.5
9.9

— ‘000 —
100.0

ToUI __________________________________________
Source: Child Care Amngemenu Survey, 1987

183.1 58.9

Informal child care
One alternative to forma! care is informal care, 

which was defined in the survey as any arrangement 
whereby children were looked after by brothers and sis­
ters, by other relatives or by unrelated persons such as 
friends and neighbours. Children were more than twice as 
likely to have received informal care than formal care; al­
most 2 in every 5 children received some type of informal 
care in the week before interview. Younger children were 
more likely to have received informal care than older 
children (43 per cent of those aged under 6 compared to 
34 per cent of 6 to 11 year olds).

The most common type of informal child care rc-

by relatives not living in the same dwelling. Infonnal care 
of children aged 6 to 11 years was more likely to be pro­
vided by persons (othi:r than parents) living in the same 
dwelling. They were mainly minded by older children. 
Overall, 10 per cent of all children were cared for at some 
stage during the week by persons other than their parents 
resident in the same dwelling. Children in one-parent 
families were much more likely than those in couple 
families to have been cared for by a relative (other than a 
parent or older child) living in ihc same dwelling (9 per 
cent compared with 2 per cent). In the week before inter­
view 12 per cent of all children aged under 12 years 
received care from non-rclalives living elsewhere e.g. 
neighbours.

ceived by children aged under 6 years was that provided

FIGURE 5 J CHILDREN AGED LESS THAN 12 YEARS: PROPORTION RECEIVING VARIOUS TYPES 
OF INTORMAL CHILD CARE BY AGE OF CHILD, JUNE 19S7

Per cent

30 Age group (year«)

0-2
25

20

15
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From persons resident in 
dwelling (excludes care 

proviefed by pMenta)

From relatives 
living elsewhere

« 3-5

Rom non-relatives 
living elsewhere
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I
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Informal care tended to involve shorter weekly time 
periods than fonnal care. Approximately 68 per cent of 
children using informal care received less than 10 hours 
of child care in the week before interview, compared with 
55 per cent of those using formal care. The survey also 
highlighted similarities in usage of informal and fonnal 
care. For example, children from non-English speaking 
backgrounds were less likely to have used informal care

Informal care was also more likely to be used as par­
ents devoted more time to employment Indeed the most 
common reason that parents of children using informal 
care gave for using this type of care was to enable them 
to go to work (38 per cent). Other common reasons in­
cluded entertainment, other social activities and sport (24 
per cent) and to go shopping (12 per cent).

than other children. In particular, the percentage of child- 
rcn who had been cared for by relatives not living at their 
dwelling ranged from 10 per cent where the parenlfs) 
were bom in non-English speaking countries to 21 per 
cent where the parent(s) were bom in Australia. Similarly, 
children from non-English ^xiaking backgrounds 
less likely to have been cared for by non-relatives.

were

A small proportion of all children received more 
than one type of child care during the survey week. Three 
per cent received two or more types of informal care (e.g. 
from relatives living elsewhere and from non-relatives liv­
ing elsewhere) and less ihan I per cent received two or 
more types of formal care (e.g. pre-school and family day 
care). Seven per cent received both fonnal and informal 
care in the same week.

TABLE 53 CHILDREN AGED LISS THAN 12 YfXRS: TYPE OF CHILD CARE LSED BY AGE f»- CHILD. JUNE 19B7

child (ytars)

T^yP^ of care used 0 • 2 6 It Total

E'onnal care
Uicd 1 type only 

Prcichool 
Child care centre 
Family day care 
Not clascifuUe

11.0
10.7

7.1
2.9 
0.6

4«.8
44.3
32.4
9.3
1.7
1.0

pcf cent —
2.4
2.4

1.6
0.7

15.8
15.1
8.2
49
1.5
0.4

Used 2 or more types

Informal care
Uied 1 type only

Persons résidera in dwelling — 
Older childrcn(a) 
Relaiives(b) 
Non-relalivei(c)

Relatives not resident in dwelling
Non-rclativci not resident in dwdling

43.1
39.7

3.7
0.5

24.0
10.3

2.5 0.7

419
38 I

34.0
31.1

38.3 
35.0

Uied 2 or more typci

Used fonnal bui not informai 
U»ed informai but not formai

3.5

care 
care

Used both formal and infotmal care
Used neither formal nor informal care(d) 

Used parental care only

6.6
38.8
4.4

50.2
50.0

ToUI 100.0

ToUI 726.7

(i) Aged 12-18 yean, (b) Excludes care

2.9
2.4
0.7

19.9
12.2

8.5
2.5
0.6

103
9.1

52
2.8
0.6

16.2
10.2

3.8 2.9 3.3

27.0
22.1
19.8
31.2
31.0

1.3
33.0

1.0
64.6
62.2

9.1
31.7
6.6

52.5
51.3

100.0

729.«
— ’000 —

100.0 100.0

1331.4 23«7.9

12 II (dl Ah^. 2 ■»•i «l^"bl».p .«cd n-n E«clud» pnw,d«J b, n«.rcl..»d duld™ .,ed
.¿1; i 2 per coit of the children w ihu category woe not m the care of their p«rent<a) fat at least pan cf weci before uiiervjcw (mu they looked tLr
ihernseives. spent Ume at hospiul. sporting activilies eu.). micTvtev u-«. u»ey looseo ana

Sourcf. Quid Care Anangementa Survey, 1987
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FIGURE 5 J CHILDREN AGED LESS THAN U YEARS: FBOPOBTION USING INFGBMAl. ( HII J) CARE 
BY FAMU.Y TYPE BY EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF PARENTIS), Jl'NE 1W7

Per cent
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Soitfct: Child Car* Anantonoiu Survey, 19*7

Parental care
Nearly 53 per cent of children under 12 years of age 

used neither formal nor informal care. About 1 in 40 spent 
some of the previous week looking after themselves, at­
tending hospital, engaged in sporting activities etc. The rest 
were cared for exclusively by their parents. Parental care 
only was most prevalent among 6 lo 11 year olds (62 per 
cent) with 3 to 5 year olds only half as likely lo be cared 
for only by Iheir parents. This difference is largely due lo 
the pre-school attendance of the 3 to 3 year olds.

Vacation care
The 1987 survey also sought informauon concerning 

attendance at vacation care programs during the previous 
school holiday period. The data revealed that children 
whose parents placed them into formal care during the 
school term were also more likely lo attend vacation care 
programs than children whose parents did not place them 
in formal child care during the school term (22 per cent 
compared to 3 per cent).
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CHAPTER 6 EDUCATION

Although a child continually learns from birth, for­
mal education plays a major role in a child’s development. 
In Australia, full-time schooling is compulsory for child­
ren aged between 6 and 15 years (16 years in Tasmania).

Although there arc slight variations between States 
and Territories, primary education usually commences at 
around 5 years of age and lasts for seven to eight years, 
and secondary education commences when a child is ap­
proximately 12 years of age and lasts for five or six years. 
In each State, special schools exist which provide instruc­
tion for physically and mentally handicapped children and 
those children with social problems.

In addition to compulsory schooling, many children 
attend extra-curricular classes in which they study a non­
English languagc(s) and culture(s). These classes may 
held during or outside school hours (‘Saturday Schools’). 
Some of the enrolments ate funded by the Commonwealth 
Government, others by a State Government while others 
receive no government funding. In 1987, the Common­
wealth Ethnic Schools Program funded 209,810 
enrolments in over 45 non-English languages. Most of 
these enrolments involved school children aged under 15.

Because full-time education for children aged over 5 
years is compulsory and is available free, some education 
. .*_ _____ .1 .Ii/,n Za r> 'If'/'pce Idissues applicable to the general population (c.g. access to 
education and participation in education) arc not relevant 
to this chapter. However, the quality of a child s educa­
tion remains important. The standard of education 

received by children is difficull to measure although some 
indicators are employed in this chapter.

Student numbers
The number of school students aged less than 15 

years incrca.scd from 2,453,400 in 1974 to 2,535,600 in 
1981 and then declined to 2,391,000 in 1988. Primary 
school enrolments peaked in 1978 and dcclin^ for each 
successive year until an upturn was recorded in 1988.

Since full-time schooling is compulsory for children
aged 6 to 14, and mortality rates are low lor this age 
group (sec Chapter 4), the number of school children is 
infiuenced mainly by the number of births 6-14 years ago 
and to a lcs.scr extent by immigration (see Chapter 1). 
Hence the decline in student numbers has been the result 
of consecutive falls in the number of births from 1971 
until 1980, coupled with the dwindling level of child im­
migration during the 1970s and the low levels recoidcd 
during the 1982-83 recession. Reflecting this. Year 1 en­
rolments declined from 1977 until the trend was reversed 

1986. Substantial increases occurred in 1987 and 1988.in

Both the total number of school children and the 
number of children commencing Year 1 are expected to 
increase throughout the 1990s due to the increasing num­
ber of births during the 1980s and the upturn in 
immigration since 1985.

TABLE 6.1
mX-TlME SCHOOL STUDENTS AGED LESS THAN 15 YEARSia)

ïtar

1975 
1976
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
ÎW 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988

(’000)

In Year I(bi 
2619" 

21^.1 
llhS 
290.3 
285.1 
269.2 
261.1 
2515 
245.0 
241.2 
535:9 
235.8 
236.0 
243.9 
252.5

in primary school 

lsosT 
1,816.4 
1,839.0 
1.871.2 
1,890.3 
1,880.1 
1,879.2 
1,866.4 
1,835.3 
1,794.9

1,703.7
1,688.1
1,686.8
1,704.3

{«) Due to change* in the coverage 
u the fifil year of pnmary education in (nine nfii ywi « piu«««»/
„ 6 ye.» old. it lypidly rep»~no the fi», ye« of c»npol«»y udioohn.

Total iludents 
2^514 

2.471.8 
2.491.1 
2.515.4 
2522.5 
2.504.8 
2522.2 
2.535 6 
2535.4 
2.524.8

2.425.2
2,393.7
2,391.0

, .„d ddiniuon. u«xl in the «hooU coU-nion., d.u ta y~» «ne 1984 .» n» «ncly .»p.»«« with J
0u.xn.l«vi .nd We«cm Awtnli.. but the .«»nd year in th« other Sute. and Temlona Suwe the m.jonly oT .tudent. in Ye.r 1

Sot^cf- Naiionil School» Suuiuci CoUeciion
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TABLE 62 PROJECTED ENROLMENTS OF ALL FULL-TIME SCHOOL 

(>000)
STUDENTS(a)

Year

1989
1990
1991
1992 
1993 
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998

Kear 1(b)

254.1
255.6
253.7
256.3
262.8
268.4
271.7
275.1
278.2

(a) Include« ruU-timc school nudenia aged 15 year» and older, (b) Year I ia the fir»t 
year tn the other States and Terhionea. Since the majority of students in Year 1 

Source: Department of Employment. Education and Training

Total

3,018.4 
3.019.3
3,023.6
3.037.0
3,061.0
3.093.9
3,133.5
3,175.4 
3,2174
3,257.0

year of pnmary education in Queaialand and Western Auslraba. but the sec/?nd 
are 6 years old, it typically repretenu the first year of compulsory schooling.

Government and non-government .schools
Slightly more than one-quarter of school students 

aged under 15 years attended a non-govemment school in 
1988. Regardless of whether any advantages actually 
existed, many of these children would have attended such 
a school because their parents perceived the school to 
have offered some academic or religious/ethical advantage 
over the free education provided within the State/Territory 
government school system.

Enrolments of students aged under 15 in non-govem- 
ment schools have grown steadily since 1976, in contrast 
to enrolments for the same age cohort at government 
schools, which have contracted every year since 1978, 
The proportion of all full-time child enrolments at non­
government schools rose from a low of 19 per cent in 
1977 to reach 26 per cent in 1988. If present trends con­
tinue, total non-govemment school full-time enrolments 
will increase by 28,8(X) between 1988 and 1991 while 
total government school full-time enrolments will fall by 
27,500 over tlie same period.

Per cent
90

75

60

45

30

15

FIGURE 6.1 PROPORTION OF TOT Al. ENROLMENT!«.) IN GOVERNMENT AND 
NON-GOVERNMENT SCHOOl.Stb)

in government schools

in non-govemment schools

ACTUAL

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1 983

Per cent
90

75

60

45

30

15

________________________ , PROJECTED

1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991

(■) Include fdiool suidenu aged 13 year« or older, (b) Government echooli data forW mciuoa loiool auaenu aged 13 year, or oUtor. (b)Oo«nim«m achooU dau for yeara aiooe 1981 and n™, a™.______ ____ _
co.;;;„’‘„7sx'"o'aSX

iUltaMl Schoob Suu«,c CoUcoion («U.1); of Employmm., Bducüoo o,d Tr.mln, (projecuoo.)

+

0
0
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Between 1984 and 1988, while the number of full­
time students attending non-goverment schools rose by 
67,500 (9 per cent), the number of full-time equivalent 
(FTE) teaching staff rose by 14 per cent In the same peri­
od, full-time student numbers fell by 62,900 (3 per cent) 
in government schools while FTE teaching staff levels re­
mained stable.

There arc no comprehensive statistics available de­
tailing the extent of total (or net) transfer between the 
government and non-govemment sectors. The available 
data confirm, however, that a net transfer to the non-gov- 
emmenl sector takes place, particularly at the beginning of

secondary education. Thus, while there was little dif­
ference between the patterns of male and female 
enrolments at non-governmenl schools, secondary school 
children of both sexes were clearly more likely than pri­
mary school children of the same sex to be attending a 
non-govemment .school. Overall, 31 per cent of 1988 full­
time secondary school children (under 15 years) attended 
non-govemment .schools compared to 25 per cent of 1988 
primary school children.

The vast majority of both girls and boys attending 
special schrxjl.s (91 and 88 per cent respectively) received 
their education through the government school system.

TABLE 6J ALL EUI.l.-TIME .SttHtXtL STUDENTS(a) AND ETtXb) OF TEACHING .STAFF BY CATECORY OF SCHfXJL 
(’000)

Category of school

Government

Teaching «aff (ITK) — 
1984 
1988

Non-government Total

148.6
148.9

44.8
50 9

193.4
199.8

School sEudenls —~
1984
1988

2360.6
2.197.7

757.1
824.6

3,017.6
3,022.3

(I) Include, full-ume .chool nudenu .ged 15 yen .nd oldo. (b) Number oT ruU-ume ladling ruff ptu. rull-ume equiv.lenl (PTE) n( part-time ladling «uff 
Source: Nauonil School« SUüsüc« CoUecüon *

TABLP: 6.4 .SCH(X)I, .STUDENT.S AGED I.E.S.S THAN 15 YEARS: SEX BY LEVEL OF EDUCATION BY CATEGORY OF SCHtXH
1988

Category of school

Level of education Government

Males
Primary
Secondary 
Special

75.6
69.7
88.5

Total Males 74.0

Non-government 

— per ceni —

24.4
30.3
11.5

100.0
100.0
100.0

26.0 lOO.O

Total

•ax)

875.6
340.9

8.4

J ^24.8

F'cmalcs 
Primary 
Secondary 
Specia'

74.9
68 5
90.7

25.1
31.5

9.3

100.0
100.0
100.0

828.7
332.4

5.1

Total Females 732 26.8 100.0 1.166.1

Persons — 
Primary 
Secondary 
Special

75.3
69.1
89.3

24.7
30.9
10.7

100.0
100.0
100.0

1.704.3
673.2

13.5

Total Students 73.6 26.4 100.0 2391.0

Source: NtUonal School« Suüstic« CoUecüon
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TABLE 6.5 STUDENTS(a) COMMENCING YEAR 1(b)

Year /n non-governmtnt schools In all schools

1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988

50.6
51.3
51.7
51.4
52.0 
in
54.5
55.9
57.7
59.6

— ’000 --
269.2 
261.1
252.5 
245.0 
241.2 
ÌÌ9.9 
235.8
236.0 
243.9 
252.5

Proportion in non­
government schools

per cent 
18.8 
19.7 
20.5 
21.0 
21.6 
in 
23.1 
23.7 
23.6 
23.6

(a) Due lo change« in the coverage and deTiniuona used in the achools coUectjoni. dau for years since 1984 are not alneUy compatible with earlier yean fb) Year 1 
is ihc fint year of primary education tn Queenaland and Wcaicm Ausinlia, but the lecond year in the olhw Suies and Temioriea Since the maioniy of studenu in Year 1 
are 6 yean old, it typically represenu the rust year of compulsory schooling.

Sourct: Naiional Sch<M>ls StsListica Collection

The proportion of Year 1 school children in non­
government .schools increased between 1979 and 1988, 
from 19 per cent to 24 per cent. This increase may in 
future years reduce the proportion transferring to the non­
government sector at the beginning of secondary school.

Bccau.se it usually co.sts more for parcnl(s) to send 
Ihcir child(rcn) to a non-govcmmcnl .schtx)l than to a gov- 
crnmcnl .school, it may be expected that attendance at a 
non government school would be related to family in­
come. The 1986 Census of Population and Housing 
revealed a very strong relationship between the level of

annual family income and ihc likelihood of a child in that 
family attending a non-govenimcnt school. Nearly 40 per 
cent of primary school children whose family’s income 
exceeded $50J)0i) per year attended non-govcrnmcnt 
sch(X)l.s compared to less than 2() per cent whose family’s 
income was $I8,iX)0 or less. Among secondary school 
children, slightly more than half of those with annual fam­
ily income in excess ot $50,(XX) were being educated at 
non-govemment sch(X)ls.

I^er ceni
100

FIGURE 6.2 SCHOOL STUDENl’Sfs) AGED I.KSS THAN 15 YKARS: LEVEL OF EDUCATION HY ANNL'AI 
FAMII.Y INCOME BY CATEGORY OKSCHOOL, JUNE 1986 '
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(i) l-jcludea studenu for whom family income or type of school attended was not known.
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CHAPTER 7 CRIME AND JUSTICE

Crime imposes a cost on society, both in terms of the 
loss of well-being by victims and the requirement for law 
enforcement and correctional trcaimcnt (police, welfare
officers, courts etc.). Thi.s chapter considers children 
both victims and perpetrators of crime.

as

Child abuse may cxxur by commission (i.c. active 
abuse of a child by a parent/guardian through physical .. 
olcnce or .sexual abuse) or by omission (i.e. where there

Vl­

i.s a failure by a parent/guardian ui provide sufficient ma­

One of the difficultjc.s in presenting information on 
offences committed in Australia is that each Slate has dif­
ferent criminal law and different policies for treating 
offenders. A.s a con.scqucncc, there are differences in legal 
dennition.s between States a.s to what constitutes a particu. 
lar offence as well as differences in interpretation and 
classification of offences . Duc to lack of comparability 
between Stales, much of the data prc.scntcd in this chapter 
relate to one or two Statc.s only. Data from these States 
have been included as illustrative of particular aspects of 
crime and justice and not necessarily as being repre- 
.sentative of the national level.

terial or emotional support for a child). Until recently, 
definitions of child abuse have concentrated chiefly 
parental abuse, but these have now been broadened to

on 
in-

elude the behaviour of other care givers who have 
responsibility for children, for example, teachers and the 
State as custixlian of the welfare ol children placed under 
guardianship.

Children as victims

The ABS conducted a Crime Victims’ Survey in 
1983 but, due to rcsiricted .scope and coverage, data on 
crime committed against children were not collected in 
that survey. For this reason, national information on all 
crime committed against children is n<M readily available.

It is very difficult to determine accurately the in­
cidence of child abuse in Australia a.s no nationid figures 
have been collected. Even in those Stales where reporting 
is mandatory and where compulsory reporting provisions 
have increased the number of eases coming lo official no­
tice, the number of cases reported is considered to 
understate the actual incidence of abuse^.

However, on ihc imporiant Issue of child abu.se, 
-statistics have been collected by .some States.

some

Most Stale governments in Australia have introduced 
mandatory reporting systcm.s in which medical practition­
ers and, in some cases, others such as nurses, dentists, 
police, teachers and child care workers, arc required to 
notify either State welfare departments or child protection 
agencies of suspected incidents of child abase. Most wel­
fare departments have also established special child 
protection units in recognition of the problem.

in 1977 the Royal Commission on Human Relation­
ships reported that 13,500 new eases of child abuse came 
to light each year throughout Australia’. Seven years later, 
in 1984 85, the New South Wales Department of Youth 
and Community Services reponed 13,155 new cases of 
abuse in that Slate alone. In the year ending 30 June 1987, 
the South Australian Department for Community Welfare 
recorded 3,416 child protection notifications for children 
aged under 1.5 years. Among 5 to 14 year olds, noufica- 
tions were most likely to have been prompted by the 
discovery of physical or sexual abuse. In comparison, no- 
tification.s about those aged under 5 years were more 
likely to have listed neglect or ui have been recorded be­
cause the child was considered lo have been at risk.

TABLE 7.1 CHII.U PROTECTION NOTIUCATIONS: AGE OF CHILD BY REA.SON FOR NOTIFICATION SOITH AI STRAI lA 
1986-87 ' ’

Reason ¡or nolificaiion

Age (years)
Physical Sexual Emotional

0 - 1
2 - 4
5 • 9
10 - 14

32.3
32.1
25.6
32.6

3.1
20.9
38.2
40.0

2.4
1.5
2.5
2.6

Neglect

— per cent —
35.8
28.5
20.7
13.6

Cofuuiered 
al risk

Not 
statfii Total

ToUi 29.7 31.9 2J 21.7
SoMTc«. Deparuneni for Conununny WelZare. South AuaUibi. Annual Report, 1986-87

22.8
14.7
10.4
8.4

IIJ

3.5
2.1
2.6
2.6

2.6

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

num her 
254
841

1337 
984

3316

, o ' ■ *““"¡'•" '*•“»"1 CUuifiMUon of Offcncoi hai recoiUy boo developed .a Ihal unifoon «uluuul lundud. cen be need in coon «.iuoej coUeeuo« 1.
Vuiltiu:, u A, Family, Ringwood. I9!3 3. Royd Coo»ni».oo on Humen Rol.uondup.. Fin.1 Repon Volume 4. AGPS.
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It has been argued that only a small proportion of 
offences involving the sexual abuse of children
ported. Available siatistics from Australia and

arc re­
overseas

indicate that the majority of cases of sexual offences per­
petrated against children arc committed by close family 
members and that girls arc more likely than boys to be 
victims’

burglary, shoplifung, motor vehicle Ihcft and other theft). 
Damage to propeny accounted for 8 per cent of all prin­
cipal reported ofTcnccs, traffic offences 7 per cent, and 
as.<iault and sexual offences 5 per cent.

Children a.s offenders

Caution must also be exercised when interpreting 
crime data on child offenders since not all crime is re­
ported and, even if a crime is reported, many details about 
the offender arc not known unless the offender is ap­
prehended. To highlight the problem, in Australia only 
about one in eight offences for breaking and entering, and 
one in seven offences for motor vehicle theft arc solved. 
Thus it is likely that the number of children proven to 
have committed offences represents only a proportion of 
all child offenders.

Bearing in mind these data quality limitations, in 
Victoria in 1986, 70 per cent of principal reported offen­
ces committed by children were theft related (i.c. robbery.

In many States, children who have committed minor 
offences do not appear in Children's Courts. They may 
instead receive a warning from police against committing 
further offences or have no action taken against them. In 
Victoria in 1986, only about one-third of child offenders 
appeared before Victorian Children’s Courts. In Queen­
sland, during the twelve month period ending 30 June 
1986, 1,126 child offenders appttared before Children's 
Courts while over 4,000 additional offenders were cau- 
rioned without having to attend court. Factors that 
influence the decision a.s to whether the offence is dealt 
with by the Court include the seriousness of the offence 
committed and whether the child has committed previous 
offences. In Victoria in 1986, children charged with rob­
bery, sexual offences or motor car theft were those most 
likely to appear in Children's Courts while those caught 
shoplifting or causing wilful damage were most likely to 
be merely cautioned by the police.

TABLE 12 PRINCIPAL RKPOKTKD OFFKNC'KS C'OMMITrKl) HY CHILDREN
BY ACTION TAKEN, VICTORU, I9g6

Principal 
offence

No action 
taken by police Cautioned! warnad

Placed before

Assault
Robbery 
Sexual 
Burglary 
Shoplifting
ITteft of motor car 
Other theft 
DecepUon/fraud 
Criminal damage 
Wilful damige 
Arson 
Alcohol/drug 
Firearm
Traffic 
Street
Other

(ih

0.9 
08 
0.9 
1.2
7.4 
09

6.5

2.7
0.9
2.4
1.5

45.4
33 3 
46.3
57.9 
82.9
36.1
59.8 
704 
52.6
76.6 
61.3
64.5
83.8
72.6 
61.8
62.2

Ckildren't Coio't

— per cent —
Total

TuUI

SoMTC«.' Victona Pnlice
63^

48.1 
667 
537 
41 2 
163
63.1 
39,0 
22.2 
46.5
23.4 
32.3
35 5 
13..S 
26.5 
35 8
36.3

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
1000 
100.0 
100.0 
tOC'O 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0
100.0 
100.0 
1000 
100.0
100.0

man ber 
183

6 
54 

1.135 
790 
233

1,085 
27

114 
205

31
62
37 

317 
123 
259

35J 100.0 4,661

Aerinfi takgn

IJ

8“““" *• “f Sundmg Cammitl«
OUur Formi of Catm A Nalarmil Piripnùn, lune 1915. Adclude Ripe Cri«, Cmtje, CUU Siami Alniii. 19g4 Saetti Welfare, Chtldren in Intútueion^
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TABLE 7J CHILD (WENDERS AGED 10 TO 14 YEARS: AGE BY WHETHER APPEARED BEFORE A CHILDREN’S AID 
PANEL OR A CHILDREN’S COURT, SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 1986-87

Apptartd btfor^ a Childrtn'f Aid Pant! Appeared btfort a ChUdrtn.'s Court

A*« of 
offtfuUr 
(yars)

10
11
12
13
14

Numbtr <f 
offtndtrj

87
182
386
727

1,041

Offenders per 
JffOO pcpttiaiion(a) 

same age

4.6 
9.2 

19.1 
34.8 
469

Number of 
offtnders

18
25
68 

170 
280

Offtfukrs prr 
J fiOO poptdation(a) 

of same age

0.9 
1.3 
3.4 
8.1 

12.6

ToUl 2.423 D.7 561 SJ

(1) Al 30 June 1917
Sowet. South Auaualtan Dopirvneni for Communtiy Welfare, Annuel Report, 1986-87; ABS popuUbon eeumitea

In some Slates an alternative response to juvenile of­
fences exists in the Juvenile or Children’s Aid Panels. 
Such Panels are designed to assist offenders in addressing 
the problems which may have led to the offence being 
committed. The Panels determine what disciplinary arxl/or 
rchabililalive measures arc necessary in the light of the 
offender’s background and family circumstances. For 
example, they may give a warning or require an undertak­
ing from the child. In South Australia in 1986-87, four 
times as many child offenders appeared before South Aus­
tralian Children’s Aid Panels as appeared before 
Children’s Courts. The propensity for children to appear 
before a Children’s Aid Panel or a Children’s Court in­
creased steadily for age.s 10 through 14, such that 14 year

olds appeared before a Children's Aid Panel al the rale of 
47 per 1,000 (10 times more than 10 year olds) and before 
a Children’s Court at the rate of 13 per 1,000 (14 limes 
more than 10 year olds).

Overall, the rate of 10 to 14 year olds appearing be­
fore Children’s Aid Panels and Children’s Courts in South 
Australia in 1986-87 was marginally less than 30 per 
1,000. This rate has declined slightly from its 1983-84 
peak of 32 per 1,000. However, caution should be exer­
cised in inicrpreting these dtia as variation over time may 
reflect changes in departmental policies and practices 
rather than changc.s in actual child behaviour.

FIGURE 7.1 CHII.DOFFENDEILS AGED 10 TO 14 YEARS APPEARING BEFORE A CHILDREN'S AID PANEL 
OR A CHILDREN'S COURT: RATE PER 1,000 POPULATION OP .SAME AGE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Rate per 
1000

40

Rate per 
1000

40

30 30

20

10

1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987

20

10

0 0

Year ended 30 June

Soitrct: South Anilnlian Departmoii for Community Welfve, Anmtal Reptvu
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Children proven in Children’s Courts to have com­
mitted offences are not always convicted however. 
Approximately nine in every ten children who appeared 
before Queensland Children’s Courts in 1985-86 were not 
convicted although the offence was proven. The most 
common outcome was for the child to be admonis'.ed and 
discharged, which occurred in 51 per cent of cas..s. Most 
of the other cases resulted in the child being committed 
into care (23 per cent) or being placed under supervision 
(24 per cent).

lial variation between States in the placement of offen­
ders, mainly reflecting different State/Terntory laws and 
departmental policies. For example. Queensland was more 
likely than any other State to place offenders into residen­
tial child care eslablishments, South Australia strongly 
favoured placements with parents or other relatives and 
Western Australia was the State most likely to place an 
offender into foster care.

For those children placed under a legal or adminis­
trative order because they had been found by a court. 
Juvenile Panel or similar authority to have committed an 
offence, the most common type of placement was with 
ixarcnts or other relatives. Yet in 1984, there was substan-

Despite the efforts of police. Children's Aid Panels 
and Children’s Courts in deterring child offenders from 
committing further offences, half of the children who ap- 
pe^ed before South Australian Children’s Aid Panels and 
Children’s Courts in 1986-87 had appeared previously. 
For 29 per cent it was al least their third appearance.

TABLE 7.4 APPEARANCES BY CHILDREN BEFORE CHILDREN’S COURTS; MOST SERIOUS MATTER PROVEN 
BY OUTCOME OF APPEARANCE, QUEENS." AND, 1985-86

Ouicorru of appearance

Offender unconvicled Offender convicted

Most serious 
matter proven

Adrtwnished 
and 

discharged
CofTvniited Placed under

in/o care Supervision
Coervntlied Placed under

into care Supervision
Fined andJor 

restitution Total

Offences against 
the person

Robbery and extortion 
Breaking and entering 
fraud and other theft

Properly damage 
Other offences

per anl — number

Total

42.9
33.3

48.0
51.6
84.9

51.2

16.1

18.2
12.9
3.8

16J

23.2
33.3

23.5
25.8

2.8

21.7

Source: Quecmland Dq»runent of Children'i Service«, Children'i Couru CoUecuon

10.7
33.3

6.8
6.5
0.9

6J

1.8 5.4 100.0
100.0

56
3

2.9
3.2

2.6

0.5

6.6

IJ

100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

930
31

106

1,126

TABLE 7.5 CHILD OFFENDERS SUBJECT TO ORDERS: TYPE OF PLACEMENT, SELECTED STATES/TERRITORIES, JUNE
1984

Type of placement NSW Qld SA IVA Tas. NT(a) ACT

In residential child care establishments
Family group homes, campus 
homes, hostels

Juvenile corrective institutions
Other

14.6 23.3 4.3
— per ceni — 

13.8 14.5 100.0 9.1

9.9
4.7

4.5
9.9
9.0 4.3

7.7
4.9
1.1

6.6
5.3
2.6

20.0
80.0

9.1

Foster care
Uving with parenL/other relative
Other adult care
Other

0.4
80.6

3.3
1.2

1.3
70.0

3.6
1.8

95.7
10.5
36.8

0.6
38.3

85.5 90.9

ToUI 100.0 100.0 100.0

ToUI 829 223 115

100.0 
— number —-

465

100.0 100.0 100.0

76 555

(a) lixcludea children not in residential care. 
Source: WELSTAT



47

FIGURE 7.2t CHILD OFFENDERS AGED 10 TO 14 YEARS: NUMBER OF PREVIOUS APPEARANC^ BEFORE 
A CHILDREN’S AID PANEL OR A CHILDREN’S COURT, SOITTH AUSTRALIA, I9M-07

Number of 
previous 

Bppeirincec

More lh*n 4

3 or 4

2

1

0

0 to 20 30 40 50 60

Per ceni

Source: South Auitralian Dcp«runenl for Community Welfare
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CHAPTER 8 SUBSTITUTE CARE

Communities have long recognised the need to pro­
vide a range of services which offer alternative forms of 
care for children who.se own families are unable to care 
for them. In this report, subslilute care refers to the pro­
vision of care for children which replaces existing 
parental care over an extended period or in which primary 
responsibility for the day-to-day care of a child is as­
sumed by persons other than the child’s natural parents. 
It does not include care provided to children attending 
boarding schools, or in hospitals or .sanatoria, nor does it 
include child care arrangements for children who reside 
permanently with their parents. Thts latter aspect has been 
covered in Chapter 5.

Children may be placed in substitute care either by 
their paicnls or by the Slate acting in accordance with 
certain statutory provisions. Parents may place children in 
care because of such factors as family breakdown, pov­
erty, illness, inability to cope or because particular 
treatment, programs or facilities arc required as, for 
example, by emotionally disturbed children or physically 
or inlclleclually disabled children. A child may be ad- 
milled involuntarily to care by the Stale if, as detailed in 
Chapter 7, he/she is found guilty by a court. Juvenile 
Panel or other similar authority of committing an offence 
against the law, or as a result of an order by a children’s 
court on welfare grounds (i.e. because the child’s physi­
cal, mental, emotional or moral welfare is al risk).

The types of substitute care services available for 
children in Australia in part rcllcct the purposes for which 
care is provided. The nilc of substitute care may be citlicr 
protective or corrective or a combination of both. The 
main forms of protective care arc adoption, foster care 
and institutional care. Corrective care has normally been 
provided through institutional care in juvenile corrective 
institutions although recent initiatives in this area to de­
velop community based alternatives reficel a growing 
trend towards prevention and rehabilitation as opposed to 
correction (sec Chapter 7).

It is not possible to state accurately the total number 
of children placed in substitute care in Ausualia as statis­
tics collected by various agencies al the national level 
vary considerably. However, data compiled by WEU 
STAT (a joint Stale and Commonweallh project 
concerned with the standardisation and improvement of 

social welfare statistics) reveal dial, at 30 June 1984, 
there were al least 15,354 children living in some fomi of 
substitute care. Ibis figure comprises 7,660 children m 
foster care; 4,881 children in institutional care; 279 child­
ren under the guardianship of the State or under other 
official orders who were either in ihe care of adults other 
than their parents or relatives, or were living inde- 
pendendy; and 2,534 children who were adopted during 
the year 1983-84. In addition there were 4,519 children 
under the guardianship of the State or under other official 
orders who were recorded as living with their parents or 
other relatives. This latter figure should be treated with 
caution as it is not known wliat proportion of children in 
this category were in tact living widi relatives other than 
their parents, and who could therefore be classified as 
being in an allemauvc form of care. Of the total number 
of children living in some form of subslilute care, 14,499 
were subject to orders (that is, they had come to the no­
tice and/or were under the control of a welfare- 
department because ol some legal or administrative 
order).

Due U) ihc lack «1 comparable data, detailed itifor- 
rnation about the reasons for the admission of children to 
substitute care (for example, the number of children 
placed in care becau.se of child abuse, panntal neglect, 
delinquency, homelessness) is not available al the natioiia! 
level. The only official stalisucs published relate to child­
ren placed in sulishtutc care under Stale guardianship or 
other ofricial orders I hese statistics only differentiate be­
tween those children placed in care Ixieause they have 
committed an offence against the law, and tliose whose 
welfare is considered to be at risk and who arc üicrcfore 
regarded as being in need of care and protection. Figures 
for all Stales and Territories except Victoria show dial 
only 16 per cent of orders were for offences whereas 84 
per cent were for care and protection.

While it is difficult to be precise about the number 
of children in substitute care, it is clear dial in die decade 
spanning 1972-82, there was a definiu- downward trend in 
the number of persons aged under 18 years subject to 
guardianship orders. The number of persons aged less 
than 18 years under Slate guardianship in 1972 was 
26,846 (5.9 fwr thousand of the population under 18 years 
of age) compared with 16,395 in 1982 (3.6 pi r thousand). 
Comparable data arc not available for years after 1982.

TABLE «1 CHILDREN SUBJECT TO GUARDIANSHIP AND OTHER LEGAL AND ADMINISTRAT!VE ORDERS: 
BEASON FOR ORDER, STATES AND TERRTEORIES, JUNE 19*4

Reason /or order NSW Vic Qld SA

Care and protection 
Offence

81.5
18.5

93.5
6.5 12.4

WA

— per cent —
69.1
30.9

Tas

81.4
18.6

NT

95.3
4.7

ACT Auilralia

63.3
36.7

n.a.
n.a.

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Tout

Sourct: WEIJSTAT

4,471 3425 3,407 920
—number — 

1,503 409 106 ISO 14,499

becau.se
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FIGURE a.I PERSONS AGED IJtSS THAN II YEARS UNDER GUARDIANSHIP ORDERS 
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Tl'cje are several possible explanations for the de­
cline ir the number of children being placed in substitute 
care, fdajx factors could include the introduction by the 
Commonwealth Government in July 1973 of income 
bcnefiL'; for lone parents, and the increased availability of 
Commonwealth and State funded community child care 
facilities aiKl other neighbourhood programs and services 
that have assisted many parents to keep their children at 
home rather than relinquish them to the care of State or 
voluntary welfare agencies. A further factor could be the 
grov/ing reluctance of Stau: and Territory governments 
and non-govemment welfare authorities to remove child­
ren from their parents. This tretKl may reflect changing 
soc.al attitudes towards the appropriateness and desira­
bility of placing children in substitute care, notably 
institution^ care, and the belief that the admission of a 
child to substiuite care should only occur when all other 
possibilities of maintaining the child within the family 
have been exhausted. The decrease in the number of 
children in substitute care could also have been influenced 
by the decline in fertility which has occurred since the 
mid-1960s as a result of the increased availability of con­
traception and abortion and a preference for smaller 
families. On the other hand, the increasing incidence of 
marital breakdown, divorce and remarriage, unemploy­
ment and other socio-economic pressures could also have 
affected the ability of some parents to care for their child­
ren and, thus, may have moderated the decline in numbers 
of children placed in substitute care.

Two categories of children with disproportionately 
high usage of substitute care are Aboriginal children and 

disabled children. The 1985 Senate Standing Committee 
on Social Welfare* found that Aboriginal children were 
over-represented in both protective care and corrective in­
stitutions in all States and the Northern Territory. For 
example, it estimated that in Western Australia, 54 per 
cent of children in foster care and 57 per cent of children 
in residential care were Aboriginal. In the Northern Terri­
tory the equivalent proportions were 93 and 60 per cent. 
In 1981, 3 per cent of children identified as being handi­
capped were living in residential institutions.

Adoption
Adoption is the legal process whereby the guardian­

ship of a child is permanently transferred to the care of 
another person(s) after the natural parcnt(s) has relin­
quished the right lo care for the child. It is therefore a 
permanent form of substitute care. Adoption orders can 
generally only be made by judicial order, after a court or 
tribunal has considered the welfare of the child and deter­
mined that the parent’s consent has been given, or 
properly waived. The adoptive process is most frequently 
used when, for a variety of legally defined reasons, the 
child's natural parents are unable or unwilling to care for 
the child. Through adoption, a child is offered the benefits 
of permatKnl parental care and the advantages of secure 
and lasting relationships within a family. Adoption can 
spare children the problems often encountered in other 
substitute care arrangements, particularly the difficulty of 
coping with the uncertainty of his or her present and fu­
ture position.

}. Report the Señale Staruling Conantuee on Social Welfare. CkH^tK in mtá Olhnr Foriiu Cart: Á Naiicnal Ptrtptcávt. June 1985
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FIGURE ij ADOFTED CHILDBEN BY TYPE OF ADOPTION
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Excluding international adoptions, in the year ended 
30 June 1985, 2,101 children were adopted in Australia. 
This number represented a continuation of the downward 
u-end which, with only minor exceptions, has been evident 
in adoption statistics over recent years. Adoptions by non­
relatives consisuinlly accounted for slightly more than half 
of all adt^Mions ot children.

a

In 1984-85 1,010 children were adopted in Australia 
by relatives. These children tended to be of school age 
with nearly half (47 per cent) aged from 5 to 9 years and 
a further third (33 per cent) aged from 10 to 14 years. 
Relative adoptions are usually made by the spouse of _ 
natural parent, for example, where a step-father adopts the 
child of his wife. In 1984-85, 94 per cent of relative adop­
tions were made by a natural parent applying for an 
adoption order together with a spouse, or by the spouse 
applying alone.

Of the 1,091 children adopted by non-relatives in 
1984-85, almost one third (31 per cent) were under 2 
months of age and another one-third (32 per cent) were 
between two months and one year of age. While only 
aboul a fifth (19 per cent) of children adopted by relatives 
in 1984-85 were aged under 5 years, the vast majority (93 
per cent) of children adopted by non-relatives were in this 
age group.

Foster car«

Foster care refers lo a wide range of family-hased 
suhsututc care arrangements whereby a child lives tempo­
rarily apart from his or her parents and is cared for by 
substitute parents in their family home. Different types of 
fostering have developed in response to requirements lor 
substitute care for children in different family circumstan­
ces- These range from formal governmental guardianship 
arrangements to mtxe informal practices between parents, 
other family members and friends. Fostering may be a 
short-term or long-term arrangement. In either event it 
docs not involve a permanent transfer of legal guardian­
ship lo the foster parents and, under formal arrangcnienls, 
is rcvocaWe by the responsible Minister or his delegate 
unless steps arc taken to ftxmalisc the status quo through 
an adoption order.

Of

Short-term (temporary) foster care includes the pro­
vision of emergency care for children of families where 
basic functioning is salisfactory but where temporary sub­
stitute care is required as in ca.scs of parental illness or 
accident. It also covers fostering used immediately prior 
to the adoption of babie,s and infants, and planned care 
where ihe placement of a child away from his or her fam 
ily for a period of up to six months is part of a wider plan 
involving the child’s eventual family reunion or perma­
nent placement elsewhere. Foster care provided for a 
period exceeding six months is generally referred lo as 
long-term fosier care and involves children who are un­
likely to return to their families, and for some reason are
unable lo be adopted.
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FIGURE IJ CH!IJ)REN IN FOfffER (.ARK: NTATKft ANU TERM! IOKIKS, Jt NE 19M
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The placement of children in foster care is normally 
arranged by an approved non government welfare agency 
or State welfare department. State welfare departments are 
primarily responsible for the placement and supervision of 
foster children under the guardianship of the Slate while 
non-governmcni welfare agencies generally assume re­
sponsibility for other children in need of foster care. 
Direct financial assistance is provided to foster parents by 
the State/Terrilnry government in the form of a foster care 
allowance. The purpose of this allowance is to a.ssist fos­
ter parents in the maintenance and support of foster 
children in their care. On the basis of allowances paid, 
7,660 children were in foster care placements in Australia 
at 30 June 1984. bifty three per cent were male and al­
most half (49 per cent) were aged between 10 and 14 
years. Of the Slates, Western Australia had the highest 
rate of children in foster care (3.3 per 1,000 children) 
while New South Wales recorded the lowest (1.7 per 
1,000 children).

Institutional care
Institutional care is provided for children who are 

unable, not permitted, or unwilling to live with their par­
ents or adoptive parents or in another family situation. In 
this form of care, full accommodation is provided, 
together with al least some personal care. This may in­
volve protection, control, corrective treatment or 

deli'iitioti, as well as medical and nursing irealmenl fur 
children who are physically and/or intellectually disabled 
or wKially maladjusted ii.e. children who arc uncon­
trollable, recalcitrant or who have other behavioural 
problems), liistitulional care is provided through a range 
of facilities dillering in size and location, in the nature of 
programs ollered, and in the characteristics of the resident 
children The variety ol laciliue.s categorised as institu­
tional or residential ranges from family group homes 
(including stallered homes and clustered homes) Ui cam­
pus homes, congregate care centres, juvenile hostels, 
juvenile corretUve iiistitulions and prisons. Specialist care, 
including the pmvisiori of nursing or medical care, is pro 
vided by hospitals and nursing homes for children who 
are physically and/or intellectually disabled. Residential 
estabhshment.s primarily providing education or health 
services for children and general purpose hospitals and 
nursing homes are not included in the definition of insutu- 
tional care used in thi.s chapter.

At .30 June 1984 tlierc were a known 4,881 children 
in institutional care in Australia (approximately half of 
whom were under guardianship orders) and a further un­
known number in Queensland not under guardianship 
orders. Of these 4.881 known children, one-third lived in 
government operated establishments while the remaining 
two-thirds resided in privately run esfiblishments.
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DATA SOURCES AND ADDITIONAL TABLES

For each ol the data sources drawn on in this report, 
this .section provides general background information, ref- 
crcnce.s and, where appropriate, details of concepts and 
definitions used. In some cases additional tables are also 
included. Thi.s information is presented in the following 
pans:

Reliability of the estimates
3. Since the estimates derived from Population Surveys 
arc based on information obtained from occupants of a 
sample of dwelling.s they are subject to sampling vari­
ability, i.e. they may differ from the figures that would 
have been produced if all dwellings had been included in

ADS Population Surveys
A 
B

C 
D 
E 
F

General information
laibour force Status and Gthcr Characteristics of
Families, 1986
Child Care Arrangements Survey, 1987
Income Distribution Survey, 1986
Australian Health Survey, 1983
Other AHS surveys

the survey. One measure of the likely difference is given 
by the standard error of the estimate. Tables of standard 
errors have not been included in this publication but are 
readily available from the publications referenced in rela­
tion to each survey.

4. Very small estimates are subject U) high standard er-

Other data sources
G Census of Population and Housing
II Population estimates and projections
I Vital statistics
J Other

rors (relative la the size of tlie estimate) which detract 
seriously from their value for most reasonable uses. Con­
sequently, those estimates that have a relative standard 
error exceeding 30 per cent have been replaced by * in 
tables. Although figures for these small components can 
in some ca.scs be derived by subtraction, they should not 
be regarded as rcliabl'.

5.
Alts POPULATION SURVEY.S 
A General information

Population Surveys conducted by the ABS

'T’he imprecision due to sampling variability, which 
is measured by the standard error, should not be confused

use a
multi-stage area .sample of private dwellings (houses, flats 
etc.) and non privatc dwelling.s (hotels, motels etc.). Sur­
vey information i.s collected by trained interviewers from 
personal interviews with each individual within the house­
hold or from one responsible adult in the household, 
depending on the topic.

with inaccuracies that may occur because of imperfections 
in reporting by interviewers and respondencs and errors 
made in coding and processing data. Inaccuracies of this 
kind arc referred tn as non-sampling error, and they may 
occur in any enumeration, whether it be a full count or a 
sample. Every effort i.s made to reduce tlic non-sampling 
error to a minimum by careful design of questionnaires, 
intensive training and supervision of interviewers and ef­
ficient operating procedures

•Stupe and coverage
2. Persons who arc customarily excluded from the
scope of Population Suivcys becau.se their activities arc 
not usually relevant to the objectives of these surveys in­
clude:

• certain diplomatic [xtrsonnel of oversea.s govern­
ments;

• oversea.s visiutrs holidaying in Australia;
• members of non-Australian defence forces sta­

tioned in Australia;
• members of Australian defence forces living in 

military establishments;
• students in boarding schtxils, patients in hospitals 

and sunitiiria, and inmatc.s of gaols, reformatories 
etc.

However, the .settpe and coverage rules adopted vary be­
tween surveys. Details of inclusion.s/cxclusions have not 
been included for individual surveys but are readily avail­
able from the publications referenced in relation to each 
survey.

becau.se
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B Labour Force Status and Other Characteristics of 
Families, 1986

This survey, which ha.s been conducted annually 
since 1979, covers about two-thirds of one per cent of the 
population of Australia.

2. A family comprises two or more related persons 
usually resident in the same household at the time of the 
survey. This report focuses on children in families — 
which may comprise a parent or couple, their childfren) 
and any other relatives in the household (provided they do 
not also have a spouse or offspring in the household).

3. A couple family comprises a married or de facto 
couple, the child(rcnj living with them and any other re­
lated persons as defined above.

4. A one-parent family comprises a lone parenl, the 
child(ren) living with him/her and any other related adults 
as defined above.

5. Family classificaiions used in this report differ from 
those used in the survey specific publication where couple 
families arc termed ‘married couple families’, one-parent 
families are not separately identified and families are 
classified in terms of the presence of dependants rather 
than the presence of children. ‘Dependants’ include child­
ren as well as family members aged 15 to 19 years 
attending schixil and full-time tertiary students aged 15 to 
24 years.

6. Additional data and information on this survey can 
be obtained from the ABS publication. Labour Force 
Slalu.t and Other Characteristics of Families, Australia, 
June 1986 (6224.0).

TABLE BI CHILDREN IN ONE-PARENT EAMILIES: BIRTHPLACE OE PARENT BY SEX OE PARENT, JUNE 19*6

Birthplace of parent

Australis
Overseas —

Main Itnglith speaking couniries(a)
Other

Children living 
With lone father

27.900

5.600
4.9«)

Total children 3«,<00

Children living 
with lone rruiiher

3()9,7(X)

34.700
39.300

3M.700

Total

337,700

40,300
44,200

422,100

(a) United Kingdom. Ireland, ('añada, the Un.led State» of America, New Zealand and South Afnca

TABLE B2 CHILDREN IN COUPLE FAMILIES: BIRTHPLACE OF FATHER BY BIRTHPLACE OF MOPHER, JUNE 19B6

Birthplace o/ mother

Birthplace of father

Australia
Overseas —

Main English speaking countries(a) 
(Xher

Amlralia

1.986.500

175,800
160,900

Total children 2323,200

Main English 
speaking countries(a)

166,900

i45.fiOa
34,900

347,400

Other

96,400

20.700
419.700

536,800

Total

2,249,800

342,000
615,600

3307,400

(a) Aa for Table Bl.

TABLE B3 CHILDREN IN ONE-PARENT FAMILIES: MARITAL STATUS OH' PARENT BY SEX OF PARENT. JUNE 1986

Marital status of pareri

Separated 
Divorced
Widowed
Never married

Living with 
lone father

14,700
12,400
5.500
3300

Living with 
lone mother

131,300
129,500
31,000
79.200

Total children in 
one-parent families

146,000 
142.000
36300 
82.400

Total children(a) 38,400 383,700 422,100

(a) Includes approximtiely 15.000 children who»« parent slated that he/she waa marned or in a de facto relationahtp but theu ipouae/partner was nos a uauel randent 
of the houaehold.
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TABLE B4 CHILDREN: AGE BY FAMILY TYPE, JUNE 1986

In ont-partni familiu

Age of child (years) 
0~4 

5 ■ 9 
10 - 14

With lone father

6,200 
10,800 
21,400

With loti» mother

106,400
125,300
152,100

Total

112,500
136,100
173,500

In couple 
families

1,100,200
1,022.800
1,084,500

Total 
children

1412.700
1,158,900
1457.900

Total children 38,400 383,700 422,100 3407,400 3,629,500

TABLE B5 CHILDREN: NUMBER OF SIBLINGS AGED LESS THAN 15 YEARS BY FAMILY TYPE, JUNE 198«

Number of siblings present 
aged less than 15 years

Nunc
One
Two
liiree or mure

In one -parent families

151,200
161,200
75.900
33,700

In couple families

593,400
1,364,800

861,400
387,700

Total childrtn

744,600
1.526.100

937,400
421.500

Total children 422,100 3407,400 3,629,500

TABLE B6 CHILDREN: FAMILY TYPE BY AGE OF PARENTIS), JUNE 198«

Age of parent(s) 
(ytars)__________

1^*1 than 25 
25 . 29 
30 - 34 
35 - 39 
40 - 44 
45 or more

With lone father

5,000
5,000

10,300
9,200 
8.600

Total children 38,400

In on^ parent families In couple famtiies

With lone mother

51,400
73.800
92,500
85.900
51.800
28.200

383,700

Total

51.700 
78,800
97,500
96400
61,000
36,800

Ag< of father

68,400
375,100 
785.400 
967.900 
594,100
416,600

Age of mother

171,000
621,500
958,600
895.300
392,500
168,500

422,100 3407,400 3407,400

TABLE B7 CHILDREN: WHETHER PARENTZBOTH PARENTS EMPLOYED FULL TIMEIa) BY FAMILY TYPE 
BY AGE OF CHILD AND NUMBER OF SIBLINGS UNDER IS YEARS OF AGE, JUNE: W«« 

(Per cení of all children In each age, number and family type category)

Parent in one-parent f nùly Both parents in couple family

Employed

Age of child (years) —
0 - 4
5 - 9
10 - 14

Employed full-time Employed Employed full-time

2X3
35.8
44.1

12.8
19.9
27.8

33.6
47.9
56.7

10.2
15.8
23.7

Number of siblings under 15 years of age — 
None
One
Two
Three or more

45.7
38.4
20.2
11.7

33.3
19.0
9.0

51.2
47.8
44.7
34.3

24.7
17.3
12.9
9.3

Total children 35^ 213 46.0 16.5

(a) Usually works 35 hours or more per week.
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C Child Care Arrangements Survey, June 1987
This survey was conducted throughout Australia in 

June 1987 to obtain information on the types of child care 
.scrvicc.s used, patterns of usage, costs of child care, and 
the extent lo which the demand for child care services was 
being met. Details of child care arrangements were sought 
for each child under 12 years of age from the person 
mainly responsible for the child.

12 years old. In the survey-specific publication, couple 
families are referred to as ‘two-parent families’.

3. The tenn parentis) refers to the person mainly 
sponsible lor the child(rcn) and that person’s 
spouse/partner, if any.

rc-

4.

2. A family is defined as a unit coniaining at least one 
child under 12 years of age and a person responsible for 
the child(rcn), together with that person’s spou.se/partncr 
and any older children in the household. A one-parent 
family comprises a lone parent/guardian and at least one

Additional data and information about this survey 
can be obuined from the ABS publication. Child Care
Arrangemenis, Australia. June 198? (4402.0).

5. Dau is also available from ihe national Census of

child under 12 years old. A couple fandly comprises _ 
couple (married or de facto) and at least one child under

a

Commercial and Other Private Child Care Cenues. For 
further information, sec the ABS publication, Commercial 
Long Day Child Care, Australia, November ¡988 
(4414,0).

TABLE Cl CHILDREN ACED LFXS THAN 12 YEAR.S: TYPE DE CHILD CARE RECEIVED BY EA.MILY TYPE
BY E.MPLOYMENT .STATL'.S OE PAKENT(.S), JI NE 1»S7

deceived formal child care 
in week before interview

Received ir^ormaJ child care 
in week before interview

One-parent families —> 
Parent employed 
Parent not employed

Ptr ceni Numhtr Ptr ctni

Total children in one parent families

(?uuple families — 
Both parents employed 
One parent employed 
Neither parent employed 
limfMoyment status ms known

Total children in couple families

28,100
31,600

59,700

201,400 
164,100 
20,700

9.4(X)

395,500

25.1 
13,8

176

180
14 I
9.8

185

15Ó

76.600 
94,(XX)

Í 70.600

561,500 
325,600 

30,(XX) 
18,700

935,fiOO

70.0
40.9

50J

50.1
27.9
142
36.8

J67

TABLE C2 (.HILDREN AGED PHAN 12 yi'L\RS; OF’ INFORMAL CHILI) CAKE RE<'FIVFD BY FAMII Y TYPE
A Ml) DID'TLIDI AZ'l? fVL' na ____ t srt.T|it..l liriZ.AND BIRTHPLACE OF PARENT(S). JI NE Ì9S7

Birthplace of Parent(s)

Family type

'f'ype of care

Number of children who received caic from — 
Other children resident in dwelling 
Relatives resident tn dwelling(c) 
Nun-relatives resident in dwelling
Relauves ikm resident in dwelling 
Nun-relatives not resident in dwelling

One pc^ent Couple Ausiralia(a)

Non English 
speaking 

couniries(a) Oiher(b)

Total who received ir^ormal child care(d)

Received no informal child care

Total children

25,400
30,000 
10,600 
80,100
49.700

770,600

168,400

339,000

16],8a) 
62,300 
16,400

457,300 
310,700

935,900

1,613,200

234B.900

H4.9(X) 
54.100 
18,400 

382,300 
239,200

737,500

1.088.000

1.825,500

25,800 
21.100

35,000
17,900

95,600

258,600

354,300

46,500
17,100
7,600 

120,100 
103,400

273,300

434,900

708,100

, , T“"' “"’-P*” ‘ (b) Includa 50.700 chUdnm fo, whom binhpl.c. of p.™nu could no. be doamincd

spou.se/partncr
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D Income Distribution Survey, 1986
This Australia-wideI c , u—conducted in the period September to December 1986 on a representative 

sample of about one-sixth of one per cent of the popula- 
Uon.

'dependent chiidren’, defined as ail persons under 15
years of age and full-umc students aged 15 to 20 vears 
who hflVA n nornrit «..«,.1;..^ r_ .c r . . ....kzx U ---------- -----------»wwwMw oijvu IJ IO XU y<
Who have a parent or guardian in the household and 
nAllhne _____ __ _ *•••**u, guaiuiaii in me nousehold and are 
neither the spouse nor parent of anyone in the household.

2. An income unit
live together and form

comprises a group of people who 
to a single spending unit. Income

7. , following income units arc excluded from tables 
in thi.s publication:

.----- - —‘©.v opvnuiug uiiii. income
units are classified as being cither couple income units 
one-parent income units or one-person income units. (125,900 units);

Of "01 slated income

3. Couple income units consist of a husband, wife and
Innnn/Oini,. rv» ' ««»wany dependants. De facto relationships arc included. In the 

survey-specific publications, couple income units are 
li'fTnA/1 rnnm/v/'I ___ _ >

those containing a head or spouse who had mi­
grated to Australia after 30 June 1986 (29,500 
income units), was overseas for the full 12 months

termed married couple income units*.
during 1985-86 (12,500 income units), or was agedIS -in ,------ u..,uv, U, wa.'s Hgeu
13 to 2Ü years and was attending school full-time

4. One-parent income units consist of a parent and at 
ilon/inilnnlleast one dependant. 8.

5. . income units consist of persons who arc
not included in couple or one-parent income units Non- 
/i/»rwnz1r»rv» zvfl*..__ • . .dependent offspring living with their
as one-person income units. parents are classed

6. In ihi.s report, income units are classified by whether 
iinv /*AiI  *K_ _ __there arc any children present. In the survey-specific pub-. . - ------------I----------- vcy-spcciitc pub­

lications, income units arc cla.ssificd by the presence of

TAItl.E Ill CHII.IIRK.M t\ KQUIVAtENT INCO.ME

Charaettrulier of tncomt unit

Couple iricome unit 
One parent income unit

Number employed —

Low^jti

IT?
56.0

One or more
82.3
9.1

at the time of interview (2,000 income units).

Questions were asked of each person aged 15 year.s 
or more in respect of the amount of•__  . . ----------- - gross incofrie (i.c.
income before tax) usually received al the time of inter­
view. It includes moneys received from wages and 
salaries, government pensions and benefits and other regu­
lar payments such as superannuation and maintenance. It
also includes any income derived from a bi»««» 
nership or received in the form of interest 
dividends during 1985-86 (expressed ’ 
amount).

SEPTEMIIERDECEMIIER 19S*
(Per cent)

Children in income uniti tn each quintile

ütconä 
iTT 

22.2

Third

29.5 
13.9

Fourth

21-4 
5.3

a business or part-
rent and

as a weekly

«k i.m <).me L'MTt.).

l/tghen

15.3 
2.6

Total

1000 
100.0

15.3
20.1

l^inctpal source of 
Wages or salary

inctxne —

Own business, trade or professkm 
Government pension w benefit 
Other

3.7
28.0
79.7
26.2

18.2
27.4
19.2
17.7

2.4
31.9

35.2
21.6

22.8

25.9
11 9

16.1

17.0
11.2

1Ü0.0
100.0

Age of reference personfb) (years)__
15 - 24
25 - 34
35 - 44
45 - 54
55 and over

20.9 7.9 27.2

lUO.O 
1(X).O 
100Ü 
100.0

50.9 
20.4 
15.0
20.7
41.6

18.2
21.2
18.7
17.7
20.4

Hipest qualification of reference person(b)__
13egree or higher
Trade certificate
Other cenificate/diploma
Other post-tccondary qualification«
Completed iccondary school
Otherfc)

Tola! Income units with children

18.8
30.9
27.5
22.7
19.2

10.2
18.1
21.3
21.3

9.4
17.5
17.5

100.0
100,0
100.0
100.0
100.0

(a) Hxcluite« ihoM with nil.

5.5
12.6
16.0

20.7
29.1

19.4

negtuvo or no* iiaicd incone. (b) Panni in- , - "" w n« aieiM income, (bl Pifinal year of aecondary ichool and th«e who never went to achoot.

5.6
22.5

9.3
21.5
16.3
25.5

22.0
34.6
25.3
38.8
32.4
23.7

25.1
21.6
26.3
19.8
19.1
14.3

41.8
8.7

23.2

11.6
7.5

19J 27.7 19.6 13.9

one-parmi incane imil; father in couple inewne

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0 
100-0

100.0

unit, (c) Includea penona who did na conplme
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9. Income unit income was denned as the sum of the 
gross incomes of both partners in couple income units; the 
gros.s income of the parent in one-parent income units; 
and, the gross income of the individual in one-person in­
come units.

10. Equivalent inconte was derived by adjusting income 
unit income by the equivalence scale for that type of in­
come unit (see Appendix).

11. Additional information on this survey can be ob­
tained from the ABS publications:
1986 Income Dislribulion Survey, Australia (Preliminary) 

(6545.0)
1986 Income Dislribulion Survey, Income Units, Australia 

(6523.0).

TABLE D2 CHILDREN IN LOWEST EQUIVALENT INCOME QUINTILE AND ALL CHILDREN: SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS 
OF INCOME UNrr(a), SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 19W 

(Per cent)

Characltrijitics of income units

Couple income unit 
One-parent income unit

Children in income units 
in lowest quintile

66.8
33.2

Children in all 
income units

881

11.5

Number employed — 
None
One or more

59.6
40.4

14.0
86.0

l*rincipal lource of income —
Wage» or salary
Own buaineas, trade or profeaiion 
Government pension or benefit
Other

13.1
17.1
66.3

3.5

69.5 
11.8 
16.1
2.6

Per cent of income from government pensions or benents —
Izs! than 5
5 ■ 19
20 • 49
50.89
90 or more

2.2
21.2
10.4
7.9

58.4

59.5
21.2

3.2
3.9

12.2

Age of rd’crcnce personfb) (years) —-
15 - 24
25 - 34
35 . 44
45 - 54
55 and over

10.3
37.2
37.3
11.5
3.7

3.9
35.4
48.3
10.7

1.7

Highest qualification of reference person(b) — 
Degree or higher
Trade certificate
Other cenificate/diploma
Other post-secondary qualifications
Completed secondary schocd
Oiherfc)

2.9
17.4
11.2

10.5
57.1

10.3
26.8
13.6

1.4
9.8

38.1

Total Income units with children 100.0 100.0

(a) Exclude« ihou with nil. negative or not ataied incone. (b) Parant in one-parent income unit; father in couple income unit (c) Include* peraona who did not 
complete final year of »ocondary achooJ and thoae who never went lo achool.
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K Australian Health Survey, 1983
This Australia-wide survey was conducted in the 

twelve month period February 1983 to January 1984 and 
covered about one-third of one per cent of the non-institu- 
tionaliscd population. Inpatients of hospitals, nursing 
home.s and other health institutions were excluded from 
the survey.

2. Information provided by respondents about illness 
conditions was not medically verified and reported ill­

nesses etc. were not necessarily based on diagnoses by 
medical practitioners.

3. Additional information on this survey can be 
obiaincd from the ABS publications:
Australian Health Survey, 1983 (4311.0).
Australian Health Survey. 1983 : Illness Conditions

Experienced (4356.0).
Australian Health Survey, 1983 : Health Related Actions 

Taken hy Australians (4358.0).

TAllI.K El
CHILDREN WHOSE MOST RECENT ACCIDENT OCCURRED DURING THE FOUR WEEKS BEFORE IN rERVlKW(a): 

ACTIVITY BEING UNDERTAKEN BY EVENT CAUSING ACCIDENT. 19X3

Activity al accideni

Event causing accident

I-all or jump
Stepping on/slruck by objects
Other

7,500
8,300

On road

8.500

Recreation! 
playing 
24^ 

15.600 
6,500

Walking/ 
running

8.400
6,700

Domestic

7.100

Other

7,900
6.800
5.800

lutai

59^00
46,400
25.200

I'tilal 1R400 14,900 46300 16,000 15,200 20,500 131,000

(*) Which nauhed in »n injury cxpehenccd during ihc iwo week« before inicrvicw

TABLE E2 CHILDREN WHOSE MOST RECENT ACCIDENT OCCURRED DLRINO I HE EOCR WEEKS BEFORE INTKRVIEW(a)-
AGENCY(b) ASSOi’IATED WTFH ACCIDENT, 19X3

Agency associated with accident __________________________

Motor vehicles and other transport vehicles
Pumiture and fittings
Building structure or coosiruciion maicnal
Traffic and wher surfaces (e.g. steps, suirs, Uxiipaihs etc.)
Animal, insect, reptile
Human cause (includes assault, sporting mishaps)
Sporting and recreation equipment 
Other

Number

15,200 
13.3«) 
10.6(X) 
22.100

8.8«) 
13,300 
I8.«)O 
29,(XX)

Ter cent

11.6
10.2
8.1

17.4
6.7

10.2 
13 8 
22.2

Total 131,000 100.0

(a) Whith mulled in an injury capcncnced during ihe two wecka before interview, (b) Agency relatca to that item which bocauac of ila hazardous nature or condition 

precipiaied ihe event which led lo ihc injury.

TABLE E3 CHILDREN TAKING ONE OR MORE DAYS AWAY FROM SCHOOL DUE TO ILLNESS Dl'RINtI THE TWO WEEKS 
BEE-ORE INTERVIEW : MAIN ILLNESS CONDITIONS REPORTEIX«). I’M

illness coruiilions

Acule nasopharyngitis (common cold) 
Influenza
Respiratory discases(b)
Stomach disordcrs(c)
Injuries
Ctxjgh or sore throat
Infective or parasitic diseases
Virus
Asthma
Bronchitis, emphysema

Boys

29.200 
14,100 
13,000 
15,100 
16,300 
10,100
7,600 
8,300 
8.200

Girfa

28,3(X) 
21,100 
13,900 
10,9«)
9,400 

10,700
7,900 
6,000

6.500

Total

57,500 
35300 
26.900 
26.aX) 
25,IW 
20,800 
15,5«) 
14,300 
12.6ÌX) 
10,500

Total children taking days away from school 157,100 160,500 317,600

(a) While all illn««« were coded lo a li«l of 77 aeleciod conditiona. only the 10 moat frequantly reported illneaac« are prcacnied in ihi« Ublc. (b) Eacluding acute 
nasopharyngiiii, mnoenza, bionchiiia. cmphyacma. aaihma. cough or «ore throat, «inuailia and hay fever, (c) Excluding diarrhoea, entenUx, dcnul problems, ulcer, herma.
coniup«uon «nd olher digeeuve disease«.
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F Other ABS surveys

(i) Hou.sing Survey, 1988
This survey wa.s conducted throughout Australia dur­

ing the period February to May 1988 to obtain a range of 
data relating to dwelling characteristics, nature of occup­
ancy, housing costs and financial arrangements, moving 
expectations, previous housing arrangements, and owner­
ship of other resid utial properties. Data i.s available for 
individuals and income units.

covers about two-third.s of one per cent of the population 
of Australia. Information wa.s obtained about the dental 
behaviour pattem.s of children aged 2 to 14 years.

2. Auuitionai oaia and intormation about this survey 
can be obtained from the ABS publication. Children’s

Additional data and information about this

cental Survey, AuslraUo, November 1983 (4350.0).

(iii) Children’.s Immunisation Survey, November 1983
This survey was conducted in November 1983 as

2. An income unit comprises a gntup of people who 
live together and form a single spending unit. A one-par­
ent income unit consists ot a lone parent and al least one 
dependent child. A couple income unit consists of a hus-
band and wife (including de facto) and any dependent
children. In the survey-specific publications, couple in-

part of the regular monthly Population Survey which 
covers about two-thirds of one per cent of the population 
of Australia. Information wa.s obtained about the immuni­
sation status of children aged 0 to 6 years in relation to 
whooping cough (pertussis), diphtheria, tetanus, polio, 
mcaslci! and mumps.

comc unies arc termed ‘married couple income unies'.

3. In this report, income units arc classified according 
to the presence of children, whereas, in the survey publi 
cation, income units are classified according to the 
prc.sence of ‘dependent children’, dcfincu as all persons 
under 15 years of age and full-time students aged 15 to 
20 years who have a parent/guardian in the household and

2. rtuuiuonai data and inlormatio.i about this survey 
can be obtained from the ABS publication. Children’s Im-

Additional data and information about this

are neither the spouse nor parent of anyone in the hou.se- 
hold.

4. Additional data and information about this survey 
can be obtained from the ABS publication, ¡988 llou,\ing 
Survey, Housing Costs of Income Units, Au.’itrulia (nre- 
liminary) (4117.0).

munisalion Survey, Au.walia, November 1983 (4352.0).

(iv) Bicycle Usage and Safety
In October 1984 a survey was conducted in the Ade­

laide Statistical Division relating to the usage of bicycles 
and related salcly equipment by persons aged 2 years and 
over. A similar survey wa.s conducted throughout New 
Sixith Wales in Oclolxir 1988 in relation to person.s aged 
5 years and over.

2. Additional daui and inlormauon on these surveys can 
be obtained from the ABS publications:

(ii) Children’s Dental Survey, November 1‘'83
This survey was conducted in November 198.3 a.s 

part of the regular monthly Population Survey which

Bicycle Usage and Safety, Adelaide Statistical Division, 
October 1984 (4503.4)

Bicycle Usage and Safety, New South Wales, October 
1988 (4505.1).

TABLE Et CYCt.eSTSta) AGED 2 I'O 14 VEAR.S: ri EMS OE .SAEKI Y GEAR.....................................................  WORN WHEN CYCLING
ADELAIDE STATISTICAL DIVISION, (XTOBEK 19M4 ’

Safety gear

Jlelmet. herd or soft 
Ijghi coloured clothing 
Other

Number

3,300
2,500
2,200

Per cent of cyditts

2.8
2.1
1.9

Total wearing safety gear(b)

Total

7,050 6.1

lt6,4S0 100.0
(•) ItAclude* cyclixu under 10 yeire who do not ride ouisidc their property, (b) A child m«y hi 

equal to the sum of the components. live worn more ih»n one item of safely gear and ihearjore the total is noi

TABLE El REGULAR CYCLISTS AGED S TO 14 YEARS; USE OE' HARDSHELL HELMET 
NEW SOUTH WALES, OCTOBER IWHH

WHEN CYCLING,

Frequency of use

Usually 
Sometimes 
Never

Number

140,300
88,300
57.900

Per cent of cyclists

48.9
30.8
20.2

Total (a)

(a) Includes 'don't know*.

286,700 100.0
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(v) Internal Migration Survey, 1987
This survey was conducted throughout Australia in 

June 1987 to obtain information on the movement of per­
sons in the previous 12 months. Persons were classified as 
having moved if the address of their usual residence was 
different from that 12 months earlier. This was the seven­
teenth in a series of internal migration surveys conducted 
at approximately annual intervals since 1970

2. The survey included all persons aged 15 years and 
over who were within the scope of the Population Survey. 
Although information on the movement of children was 
not collected in this survey, this report uses estimates of 
the number of children who changed their usual residence 
based on information obtained in relation to their parents. 
For the purpjse of estimation, it was assumed that child­
ren residing in private dwellings shared the movement 
ciiaricteriitics of their parcnts(s), and children in non-pri- 

vate dwellings shared the assumed movement charac 
teristics of those in private dwellings.

3. A family comprises two or more related persons 
usually resident in the same household at the time of the 
survey. This report is concerned with families with child­
ren which may comprise a parent or couple, their 
child(ren) and any other persons in the household related 
to them (including any offspring aged 15 years or more), 
provided those persons do not have a spouse or offspring 
in the household. A couple family comprises a married or 
de facto couple, the child(ren) living with them and any 
other related persons as defined above. A one-parenl fam­
ily comprises a lone parent, the child(rcn) living with 
him/her and any other related adults as defined above

4. Additional data and information on this survey can 
be obtained from the ABS publication. Internal Migratwn, 
Australia, 12 months ended 31 May J987 (3408.0).

TABLE FJ CHILDREN: WHEPHER CHANGED USUAL RESIDENCE BY AGE AND FAMILY TYPF, 
12 MONTHS ENDED 31 MAY 1987

Changed usual 
residence Total chiidren

Per ceni who changed 
vuoi residence

Age (year«) —
0 - 4
5 - 9
10 - 14

257,300
176,500
150,700

1.197,3«) 
1,176,000
t,25K.lfX)

21.5
15.0
12.0

Family type — 
Onc-pareni family 
Coufrfe family

134,600
449,900

454,600
3,176.S<X)

29.6
14.2

Total children 5*4,500 3,631,400 16 J

TABLE F4 CHILDREN WHO CHANGED USUAL RESIDENCE IN THE 12 MONTHS ENDED 31 HAY 1987: REASON FOR CHANGE

Chiidren in one-pareni families Children in couple farmiies

Reason pareni(s) changed residence

Forced out (e.g. lease expired; evicted) 
Financial reasons
Employment reasons 
More convenient location 
Better neighbourhood 
Closer to family, friends 
Housing (e.g. bigger house; purchased house) 
Marital status change
Other

Number

16,500 
12,800
3,500 
6,600 
9,000

10200 
30,400 
29,400 
16,100

Per ceni

n.i
9.5
2.6
4.9
6.7
7.6

22.6
21.9
12.0

Number

33.000 
25,500
82,100 
25,800
33,100 
13,500

194.700 
14,000
28,100

Per ceni

7.3
5.7

18.3
5.7
7.4
3.0

43.3
3.1
6.3

ToUl chUdren who changed resMewce 134,600 100.0 449,900 100.0

fl
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OTHER DATA SOURCES
G Census of Population and Housing

While population counts or musters were made in 
Australia from as early as 1788, the first set of colony 
population figures enumerated on the same day was pro­
duced from a census of the British Empire conducted in 
1881. The first national census was conducted by the 
Commonwealth Statistician in 1911 under the authority of 
the Census and Statistics Act 1905. Since 1961 a Census 
of Population and Housing has been held at five-yearly 
intervals.

7. A family compri.scs two or more related persons 
within a household. Only familie.s with children are con­
sidered in this re[X)rt. Children may be related to their 
parenl(s) by blood, adoption, fostering or step relationship. 
Parents may be married or living together in a de facto 
relationship. A family can comprise only one couple or 
lone parent, their child(ren) and, possibly, other related 
adults (who are themselves neither part of a couple 
parents of children usually living in the household).

nor

8. A couple family comprises a married or de facto

2.
couple, their child(ren) and, possibly, related adults.

All of the Census tables included in this report are 
based on place of enumeration (rather than place of usual 
residence), with overseas visitors being included and Aus-

9. A one-parent family tompri.ses a lone parent with 
his/her child(rcn) and, possibly, related adults.

tralians temporarily overseas being excluded. Note that 
full-blood Aboriginals were excluded from Census tabula­
tions prior to 1971.

3. A private dwelling is defined as Ihc premises occu­
pied (or capable of being occupied) by a household 
Censu.s night. A private dwelling is normally a hou.se, flat 
or part of a house but can be a single room.

on

4. Non-private dtvellinifs include fiotcis, motels, board-. in/ivis, Ilivu^l.^, IXJiiiU-
ing houses, gaols, rcligiou.s and charitable institutions.

10. Kelated adult.s include family offspring aged 15 
years or more, grandparents, aunts, uncles etc.

11. Children are not generally identified .separately in 
Census family data but grouped with 15 to 20 year old 
full-time student.s (who arc ncilficr married nor parents 
and arc living wiifi their family) and termed ‘dependent 
children . However, in this report, unless otherwise stated, 
children are separately identified and families arc Classi-

defence establishments and other communal dwellings' 
Usually occupants of such dwellings use communal fa-
cilities (such as hotel dining room.s or mess halls).

5. Persons enumerated on board vcs.scLs between Aus-
tra! ian ports or on board long distance trains, buses or 
aircraft arc classified a.s migratory. Persons who spent 
Census night in the open in cars, caravans or trucks pulled 
up at the side of the road are classified as campers out.

6. In the 1986 Census, those kxtalities with a popula­
tion of 100,000 pcrson,s or more were classified as major 
urban, those with a population of 1 ,fXXJ to 99,999 (and 
some holiday resorts) were classified as other urban, and
those with a population of 200 to 999 were classiricd as 
rural localities. All other areas were classified as rural 
balance.

fied according ui the presence of children (under 15 years 
of age) ratlicr than the presence of dependent children 
defined above.

as

12. Note that in tables from the 1986 Census, tlierc have 
been slight random adjustments made to numbers to avoid 
the inadvertent release of identifiable information. Conse­
quently, some discrepancies may app-.ar in table totals.
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TABLE GI CHILDREN: BIRTHPLACE

J954

Birthplace 

Australia

Nun^r Ptr ctttí Number Ptr ctni

2^\3,lhb 94.2 3383.069 93.0

Overseas —
South Africa
Other Africa
Total Africa

349 
2375 
2j624 07

b.99e
4,iyQ 

n.726

0.2
0.1
03

Canada
United Suies of America
Other Amcnca
Total America

292
1.482

206 
7.980

O.I

07

3365
6372
8,007

78344

0.1
0.2 
0.2
03

Hong Kong 
India 
Lebanon 
Malayiia 
Ph iili pines 
Vietnam 
Other Asia 
Toifl/ Aria

246 
1.809

505
270

69

7^SQ

0.1

0.2
03

5328 
2367 
4.717 
6363 
5310 

17314 
28381
70.9S0

0.2 
0.1 
0.1 
0.2 
0.2 
0.5 
0.8 
20

Germany(a)
Greece
Italy
Malta
Netherlands
Poland
United Kingdom &. Ireland
Yugoslavia
Other Europe
Total Europe

25,999 
2,çn2 

\5,\71 
5jb64

16.423 
2,159

53,483 
1329

11,777 
¡34232

1.0
0.1
0.6
0.2
0.6
0.1
2 1
0.1
0.5
52

3,821 
2,034 
1,998
1.073 
2387 
3.735

46397 
3394

10.419 
75358

0.1
0.1
0.1

0.1 
0.1 
1.3 
0.1 
0.3 
2.7

New Zealand 
Papua New Guinea 
Other Oceania 
Total Oceania

1.995
661
482

3738

O.I

07

303^
5.943
4.083

40330

0.8
0.2
0.1
7.7

Total children born av^rttoj J^9.56ê 5.Í 2J7J37 6d)

Total children 2343334 100.0 (b)3334,B45 100.0

(a) Include« both the Gennan Donocrauc Republic and the German Fedcnl Republic, (b) Includes 36.600 children for whun birthplace was not stated.

TABLE G2 CHILDREN: SECTION OF STATE IN WHICH ENUMERATED, 1906

Stetian of Stale

SiateiTerritory

New South Wales
Victoria
Queeiuland
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmmia
Northern Territory
Australian Capita] Territory

Major 
urban

O/A«r 
urban

Rural 
locality

Rural 
balance Toial(a)

AiMiralia

(a) Includes migniory.

199,714
593.652
263,320
189,311
200.778
26377

65,i(r7

268,918 
189,813 
207,536
533O6 
79.491 
50,463 
29387

28340 
17.669 
27.872 
10.421 
13.359
7377 
6,159

84

{41,236 
119,222 
121.646
42.469 
46359
22.019 
7.132
523

1344.490
920.586
620.574
296.086
340.117
106.538
42.741
65.713

233*319 «79,414 111.4S0 506346 3336345
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TABLR G3 CHILDREN: TYPE OP DWELLING IN WHICH ENUMKRATRD, STATF^I AND TERRITORIES, 19M

Type dwelling

Private dwelling* — 
Separate house 
(Aber

NSW VÚ:. Qld SA M'A Tat NT AC! Aiufraiui

Total in privait dwtllingg

Caravans etc. in pari*

1.065.873
158.447

1,224.320

5.743

834,459
75472

9J0.I31

2,797

565.173
40.820

605,993

8,252

256,382
36455

293,037

724

301,145 
28,416

329,561

5,763

99,474 
5418

34241
6209

60494 
4.201

3217.441
356,039

/05/)92 4OA5O 642195 3,573.4fiO

184 1/)IO 115 24.5r7

Non-pnvale dwelling* — 
Hotels, motels
Boarding house*, private hotels
Boarding school*, re*idenlÌAl 
college*

Hospitals (not psychiatric) 
Other health institutions (a) 
Hostels for the homeleii, 
night shelters

Childcare institution* 
Corrective institution* 
(hhcr<b)

3,072 
1375

4,845
2315

816

298
444
150

1,112

Total in non private dwellingt 14^27

7'utal children 1.244.490

1,271 
1393

1,726
1,784

312

46
437

58
631

745«

920,586

1.730
620

1379
1.189

448

104
233

722

6J29

620.574

372
112

687
707
141

54
33

4
215

2J25

296.086

1390
998

182
137

301
239

232
100

8.750 
4.974

287
766
238

117
87
30

680

4,793

340,117

528
198
75

268
154

6

116
135

14

9,736
7248
2,050

24
25
7

86

16
20

3 
274

39
15
6

46

698 
1294

262 
3,766

1262 J28J 703 38,778

106,538 42,741 65,713 343^.845

(t) Include* p«ychi*thc hocpiuli, hoctel* fot rhe duabled and nuning hone* (b) Includa staff quiftcn, ronventa, tamper* out and migniory

TABLE CHILDREN IN COUPLE FAMILIES: AGE BV FAMILY TYPE-, 1986 
COOOJ

Age (yeafg)

0 4 5 ■ 9 10 ■ 14 Total

Mamed couple famiJie* 
De facto couple famtlici

996.5
52.6

969.2 
36.1

1,043 8 
34.4

3.009-5
123.1

All children In couple families 1,049.1 1,005.3 1,078.2 3,132^

TABLE G5 PERSONS IN FAMILIES Wn H CHILDRENia): FAMILY TYPE, 1986 
(•000)

Parents
Children
Athilts

Siblings aged 15 year* or more
Grandparents
Other related adult*

Couple fanulieg

3,651.9
3,132.6
1,035.6

924.7
62.0
48.9

One parent families

324.2
434.8
186.3
152 6 

14.8
18.8

Total

3,976 I 
3367.4 
1221 8 
1.077.3

76.8 
67.7

Total family member* 7320.2 945.3 8,765.4

(a) Include* 271,944 fanulia without children, but with dependent effepnng ^ed 15 to 20 yean.
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H Population estimates and projections
The estimated resident population is an estimate of 

the number of usual residents in an area. Al the Census 
dale, the estimated resident population for Australia is 
derived by subtracting from the Census count the number 
of overseas visitors in Australia and adding in the estimate 
of the number of Australian rcsidcnis temporarily over­
seas. An adjustment is also made for Census 
under-cnumcration. Population estimates for later periods 
are obtained by updating the estimated resident population 
at Census date for subsequent births, deaths and migra- 
lion. An explanation of the conceptual basis for 
population estimates is given in the ABS publication, 
Methods and Procedures in the Compilation of Esti/nated 
Resident Population ¡981 and in the Construction of the 
¡971-1981 Time Series (3103.0).

2, Projections of Australia’s population have been made 
by ABS using the cohort component method in which the 
base population is brought forward year by year by ap­
plying assumptions about future levels of fertility, 
mortality arxl the characteristics of overseas migration.

3. The ABS has produced four series of population pro­
jections based on different assumptions about births, 
deaths and migration. These alternative projections have 
been provided in recognition of the uncertainty of future 
movements in demographic trends. The assumptions 
underlying each projection series are detailed in the ABS 
publication, Projections of tfie Populations of Australia, 
States and Territories, J 987 io 203J (3222.0). Note that 
except for the assumption about interstate migration, the 
assumptions used in Series A and B are identical.

TABLE HI CHILDREN: ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION, STATES AND 'I'ERRiroRIPlS

Number (’000) Ptr ceM of ioial popuiaiton

NSW 
Vic.
Qld 
SA 
WA 
Tai.
NT 
ACT

¡97¡

\ 391.1 
1,032.8 

551.0 
3454 
318.8 
122.9
29.6 
49.0

7976

1290.4 
1,027.4

588 4
333.8
332.4
116.8 
33.4
64.4

7987

TJziT
97e.l
610.1
311.5
338.2
110.6
39.6
66.1

/yS6

1259.8
937.1
633.3
299.6
350.2
107.5
45.1
66.9

797/

21.3
28.1
29.8
288
30.3
30.9
34.5
32.4

¡976

26.0
27.0
28.1
26.2
28.2
28.3
34.0
31.0

¡98¡

24.3 
248
26.0 
23.6
26.0 
259
32.3 
29 1

79S6 
~T2Í

22.5 
24.1 
21.7 
24.0 
24.1 
29.2 
25.8

Auaralia 3,14T3 3J2S.& 3^99.5 n.a 25.0 23.1

TABLE H2 CHILDREN: ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPt'LATION BY A<;K BY SEX

797/ ¡976 Ì98I 1986

Age(ytarj) ‘000 Ptr cent '000

0 - 4
5 - 9
10 - 14

638.9
638.9
640.8

33.3
33,3
33.4

632.3
656.0
652.3

Ptr ctni

MAUS

32.6
33.8
33.6

'000 Ptr ctni ‘000 Ptr ct/ü

Total 1.918.6 ¡00.0 ¡.940.6

0 - 4
5 - 9
10 - 14

610.8
607.5
610.3

33.4
33.2
33.4

605.6
625.1
615.8

100.0

FEMAIJiS

32.8
33.9
33.4

Total ¡.828.7 ¡00.0 ¡ .846.5

583 2
649 I
6722

30.6
34 1
35.3

6190
604 9
672.2

32.6
31.9
35.5

¡.904 6 ¡000 ¡.896 1 ¡00.0

5564
620.5
644.1

30.6
34.1
35.4

589.5
574.6
639 3

32.7
31.9
35.5

0 - 4
5 - 9 
to - 14

1,249.8
1,246.4
1,251.1

33.4
33.3
33.4

1,237.9
1,281.1
1,268.1

¡00.0

PERSONS

32.7
33.8
33.5

¡.821.0 lOO.O ¡.803.4 ¡00.0

ToUI 3,1413 3,787.1 100.0

1,139.6
1,269.6
1,316.4

3,725.5

30.6
34 1
35.3

100.0

1.208.5
1,1795
1,311.5

3,699.5

32.7
31.9
35.5

100.0
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Aulirai la

(>ver«eai —
South Africa 
(Xher Africa 
Total Africa
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TABLE H3 CHILDREN: ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION BV BIRTHPLACE, 30 JUNE I9»9p

Nutnbtr

3,454,659

62^4 
6,436 

73,230

/•«r cent of all 
ckiiiiren born overseas

3.5
2.5
60

Per ceni of all 
all chUdren

93.2

0.2
0.2 
¿14

United Stale* of America 
(Xher America
Total America

1,45\ 
13,030 
2OX«7

2.9
5 1 
i.7

0.2
0.4
06

Hung Kung and Macau 
India
Ixhanun
Malayiia
Phillipinei
Vietnam 
(Xher Asta 
Total Asia

9,051 
3,609 
5,477 
9,827

11.909 
16,851 
36.827 
93^5!

3 6 
14
2.2
3.9
4.7
6.6

14.5 
36«

0.2 
0.1 
0.1 
0.3 
0.3 
0.5
1.0 
23

Germany(a)
Greece
Italy
Malta
Netherlands
Poland
United Kingdom 6i Ireland
Yuguslavna
(Xher Europe
Total Europe

3,492 
1,95« 
1.457

898 
2.011 
4,276 

47,865
4,858 

11,681 
78/496

0.8
0.6
0.4
0.8
1.7

188
19
4.6

30 9

0.1
0.1

O.l 
0.1 
1.3 
0.1 
03 
27

New Zealand 
Other Ocearua 
Total Oceanus

31,\5\ 
9,02.5 

46,776

146
3,6 

¡62

I.O 
0.2 
72

Total children born overteeu 2Ì3.V34 fOtiO 66

Total children 3,70M,593 100.0

(a} Includes both the Gennan DemocriUc Republic and the German hcdenl Repubbe

TABLE H4 CHILDREN: ESTIMATED RI':SIDENT POPULATION BY AGF; STATES AND TKHRITORIES, 30 JUNE 1989p 
('000)

Age (years) Vù:. Qid SA WA Tas f4T ACT Ausiraiu2

0 
1
2 
3

0 ■ 4

61.\
66.3
83.9
83.8
84.8

425.9

62.6
62.4
61.8
60.6
62.0

J09.3

41.0
40.2
41.4
41.9
42.8

2073

19.3
19.3
19.8
19.9
20.4
96.6

24.9
24.8
24.7
24.8
25.2

724 4

6.8
6.7
7.0
7.0
73

54«

3.3
3.5
3.2
2.9
3.0

/5.8

4.1
4.1
4.2
4.2
4.3 

277?

249 2 
241.3
246 t 
245.0
249.9 

73373

5
6
1
6
9
3 - 9

84.4
85.9
84.7
84.1
82.0

427.7

61.4
61.7
61.7
61.3
60.4

306.3

43.1
44.7
43.6
42.9
42.1

216.4

20.7 
20.1
19.8
19.5 
19.1 
WJ

25.0
25.0
25.0
24.2
23.7

722.«

7.1
7.2
7.0
6.8

352

2.9
3.1
3.0
2.9
2.8

74«

4.3

43

23.6

249.1
2511
249.3
246.2
241.2

¡237.6

10
11
12
13
14
¡0 ■ ¡4

81.2
81.9
81.9
83.4
86.2

474.6

60.2
61.3
61.2
63.1
65.0

3/0.6

42.3
42.8
43.3
44.4
46.2

279.7

18 9
19.1
19.3
19.8
20.4 
97J

23.1
24.1
23.9
24.4
24.6

¡20.7

6.9
6.8
6.7
7.0
7.2

34 5

2.1
2.8
2.6
2.8
2.5

73J

4.3

4.5
4.6
4.7

22-5

240.3
243.3
243.6
249.4
256.7

1^333

ToUI 1361.6 926.9 642.8 295.5 367.9 104.6 44.1 6S3 3,708.6
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TABLE HS CHILDREN: PROJECTED NUMBER AND PROPORTION OF POPULATION

I987(b¡ 1991 2001 2011 2021 2031

Serico A and B(a)
Serico C 
Serico D

3^82.9
3A82.9
3^82.9

3,787.9
3,743.1
3,743.1

4,177.9
3,833.8
3,727.1

— ’000 —
4280.3
3,812.0
3233.1

4,463.3
3,900.8
3,488.3

4,708.1
3,936.7
3,390.7

Serico A »nd B(») 
Seneo C
Serico D ___

22.7
22.7
22.7

21.8
21.6
21.6

— per coon of populoiirm — 
2D.9 '51
19.3 >■'■5
'’■3

18.1
16.3
16.0

17.6
13.6
13.0

(«) Senos A projoclioru differ from Senoo B prrjjoclioiu
for »ch Sum wI TwiIwq bol «. u lb. Aoilrdiu. tavJ. (b) EmuiuukI iwulonl popuUüon.
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I Vital statistics
Siatislics of births and deaths are compiled from data 

provided to the ABS by individual Slate and Territory 
Registrars.

2. Statistics for each year refer to births and deaths reg- 
isicrcd during ihe calendar year shown. Some binhs and 
deaths are not registered until the following year or even 
later. However, 98 per cent of binhs arc usually registered 
within 3 months of (Kcurrence and almost all deaths are 
usually registered within 6 months of (Kcunence.

3. Figures for years prior lo 1966 exclude births and 
deaths idcniilicd as full-blixx! Aboriginal; rates prior lo 
1966 arc based on populaiion estiniate.s excluding lull- 
bhxxl Alxiriginals.

4. Inaihcr data and informaiion on these collections can 
be obtained from tlie following ABS publicauons:
Births, Australia (33(JI.O)
Deaths. Australia (3302.0)

of Death. Australia (3303.0)
Australian DetfUfftraphic Statistics (3101.0)
Demoftraphy (Ref, fm). 4.1.4.9) - for hisuricaJ (Jala up lo 1971,

TABLE 11 AGK-SPEi’IEK’ BIRTH RATKS AM) 'I'ÍM AL EERTIÍ J'l Y KATKS 
(Hlrtha per 1,000 women)

Agl linart)

IS 19(a) 20 ■ 24 2S 29 30 34 39 40 44 43 49(b)

Total 
fertüily 

rale

Average annual ratei ~
1956 I960
1961 • 1965
1966 1970
1971 - 1975
1976 1980
1981 • 1985

44.2 
46.5 
49 4
48.0
30.7
25.7

216.4 
204.0 
172.6 
L54O
116.4 
1(X)R

2IL5
207.2
187.5
166.9
143.9
144.5

126.1
122.4
1030
85.0
738
82.0

63.9 
59 2 
46 8 
33.7 
23 8
254

19.0
17.5
12.9
8.5
48
44

1.5 
12 
10 
0 6 
0.3 
0.3

3,412 
3,289 
2.8o6
2.484 
1.968 
1.915

Annual rales — 
1983 
1984(c) 
1985(c) 
1986 
1987 
1988

26.6
23.6
22.5 
2L8
20.6
20.2

102.7 
960 
94.1 
900
85.2 
81.8

145.9 
1430
143.4 
141.9 
1398 
137 2

81 5 
8L0 
87 2 
88 7 
•M).6 
9L4

25.0 
25 6 
264
27 2 
28.9 
30.5

4.4 
44
44
43 
4 8
4.6

02
0 3 
0.2
0.2 
0 3
0.2

1.931 
1.879 
1,891
1.870 
1.851 
1.840

(»} Includa birthi lo mothen leu thin 15 yoin (b) Includa binh* lo rruMhen aged 5(1 yani and ••va (e) The«e raia are adjuaicd for Ulc re|p«U4UmB in NSW

TABLE 12 AiiK SPWIEK DEATH KAIKS 
(Deaths per 1,000 population of same a|{e and m*x)

Year
Infant 

mortality rale(a) l ¡4 ¡5 24 25 34 35 44

Age (yearij

45 54 55 64 65 74 75 arui over

MALES

1950 
1955
I960 
1965 
1970 
1975 
1980 
1985(b) 
1986 
1987 
1988

27.2 
24.7
22.4
20.6 
20.6
16.3
11.9 
11.1
10.0 
9.9
9.7

1.2 
0.9
0.7 
0.6
0.6 
Ü.5 
0.4 
0.4 
0.3 
0,3 
0.3

1.7 
1.6

L5 
1.7 
16 
1.4 
1.3 
1.3 
1.3 
1.3

1.7
1.7
1.6
1.6
1.5
1.4
1.3
1.3
1.3
1.3

3.2
2.9
28
3.1
3.0
2.6
22
1.8
1.8
1.8
1.9

8 5 
79 
77 
8.4 
8.2 
7.6 
6.6 
5 0 
4 8 
4.7 
4.6

22.1 
21,2 
21.0 
21.5
22.1 
194 
16.4
14.7 
14.2 
13.9
13.6

51 5 
51 I 
51.1 
52.7 
54.4 
45.7 
411 
37.3 
35 8 
354 
34 6

136.9 
132-9
128.0
130.2
140.9
121.5
111.5
106.7 
lOO.l
100.5 
lfX>.2

FEMALES

1950 
1955
1960
1965
1970
1975
1980 
1985Cb) 
1986
1987
1988

21.6 
19.2 
17.8
16.2 
15.0 
12.1
9.4 
8.8
7.7 
7.4
7.5

0.8 
0.7 
0.6 
0.5 
0.5
0.4 
0.3 
0.2 
0.2 
0.2 
0.2

0.8 
0.6 
0.5 
0.6 
0.6
0.5 
0.5 
0.5 
0.5 
05 
0.5

1.2 
0.9 
0.9 
0.9 
0.8 
0.6
0.5 
0.5 
0.5
0.5
0.5

2.6 
2.0 
20 
1.9 
2.0 
1.6 
1.2 
LO 
LO 
LO 
1.0

5.7
4.9
4 6
4.8
4.6
4.0
3.3
3.0
2.8
2.8
2.7

12.6 
11.5
10.9 
107
11.1
9.b 
7.9
1.5
13
135 
l.\

32.9 
30.7 
28 8 
28 8 
29.7 
24 Ü 
20.4 
19.7 
19.6 
18 5 
18.1

112.7
105.2
99.8
98.6

102.2
88.2
82.2
80.4
74.9
75.7
74.5

(a) 13athi of children undtxr I year of age per 1,000 live binha (h) Theae figure« have been adjuaied for late r^suautma ui NSW
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J Other
(1) Overseas Arrivals and Departures

Persons arriving in or departing from Australia are 
required U) complete prescribed questionnaires in the form 
of Incoming and Outgoing Passenger cards. These cards 
provide information to the Department of Immigration, 
laxial Government and Ethnic Affairs for adminisualive 
purposes and serve as the source of ABS statistics of 
overseas arrivals and departures.

2. Additional data and inforinalion about Ibis survey
can be obtained frtim die ixiblicalion. Survey of ()ccui>ant 
Restraint, O'Hara, RJ., Turley, E.G.. and Oilibings, MJ., 
available from the Federal Office of Road Salcty.

2. Furllier data and information on this collection can
be obtained from the following ABS publications: 
Oversea.s Arrivals and Departures, Australia (3404.0) 
Australian Denuigraphic Slalislics (3101.0)
Demography (Ref. No. 4.1, 4.9) - for historical data up to 

1971.

(v) National Injury .Surveillance and I'levention 
Program (NISPP)

The NISPP, which commenced in South Australia in 
December 1985, is Ihe pilot ol an Ausualia-wide injury 
surveillance program currently being developed. Con­
ducted by the Public Health Scivicc of the South 
Australian Health Commission (.SAllC) in conjunction 
with the Child Accident Prevention Foundation ol Austra­
lia, the study involves monitoring all injury cases 
presenting for treatment al two inajoi hospital casually dc- 
parlmcnls and one general practice in Adelaide.

2. Further information and data from this study can Nt

(11) Department of Social Security
The lieparlnicnl of Social Security (DSS) maintains 

records of recipients of Family Allowance, Family Allow­
ance Supplement and other government benefits and 
pensions from which statistics arc derived.

2. Additional data on children and families in receipt of
DSS payments can be obtained from various DSS publi­
cations including:
Survey eif Family Allowance Supplement and Pensioners and 

Beneficuiries with Children 124 June 1988)
Departmmt of Social Security Annual Report, 1987-1988,

obtained from the SAllC publication, In/ury Surveillance 
Monthly liulletin.

(vi) Australian Health and Fitiie-ui Survey, I9M5
This survey wa.s conducted by the Australian Coun 

cil for Health, Physical Education and Recreation Inc. 
(ACHPRR) during the ix-riixl May to (Xioher 1985 to ob­
tain inforinalion on the fitness, heallli and physical 
performance of Au.siralian schixil children. Inlorinatinn 
was also obtained on childien’s knowledge and alliludes 
to health and fitness.

(iii) Knud Traffic Accidents
The AB,S compiles national road traffic accident stat­

istics based on accident details reported to the police or 
other relevant authority in each State or Territory in Aus­
tralia.

The survey covered approximately K,5(X) children 
aged 7 to 1.5 years in l(W scImmiIs Australia-wide. Fiines.s 
and pcrformimce tests were administered to all children 
and questionnaires were completed by 9 to 1.5 year olds.

2.

3. 
can

Additional daui and infonnation about tins survey 
be obtained from the ACHt'ER publication, Austra-

lian Health and Fitness Survey, /WS.

2. 
can

Additional data and infonnation about this collection 
be obtained from the following ABS publications:

Road Traffic Accidents Involving Fatalities, Australia 
(9401.0)

Road Traffic Accidents Involving Casualties, Australia 
(9405.0)

(vii) National Schrsil.s Statistics Collection (NSSC)
The NSSC, esuiblishcd by the Australian Fdiicaiion 

Council Schixrl Sutlisties Commiiue, (of which the ABS 
is a member), provides infonnation in relation to govern 
menl and non-governmenl primary and secondary 
education.

(Iv) Survey of Occupant Restraint, 1986
Thi.s su.".ey was commissioned by the Federal Office 

of Road Safely (Dcparlmcnl of Transport and Communi­
cation) to obtain information on seatbelt wearing rates and 
the characteristics of seatbelt wearers and non-wearers. 
Data were obtained through interviews and observations

2. 
as

The stalisucs cover those esiablishnienls which have 
their main activity the administration and/or provision

of seatbelt wearing behaviour in selected urban and rural 
of Queensland, South Australia and Western Austra-

of full-time day primary, secondary or special education. 
The government scries relate to all such establishments 
administered by Staie/Tcrriiory Dcparimcnis of Education. 
The non-governmenl scries relate to all other such estab­
lishments, including s|k'cial schrxils administered by other 
government authorities.

areas 
lia.

3.
can

Additional data and infonnation about litis collection 
be obtained from the ABS publication, National

Schools Statistics Collection. Australia (4221.0).



70

(vlll) National Working Parly on Welfare Stallsitca 
(WKL.STAT)

Statistics on adoptions, foster care and children in 
institutional care are ihc product of WELSTAT, a joint 
State and Commonwealth project concerned with the 
standardisation and improvement of stxiial welfare statis­
tics. and managed by committees comprised of 
representatives from each Slatc/Terrilnry welfare depart- 
mcnl, the Commonwealth Department of StKial Security 
and the ABS.

2. The stulislics relaie lo all children under Ihc care of
Slate and Terrilory welfare departments by reason of a 
legal or adminislralive order or who have otherwise come 
to the notice of the State and Territory welfare depart­
ments, and to other children who arc living apart from 
their natural or adoptive parents in foster care or in 
æsidcnlial child care establishments. Children subject to 

orders include both offenders who come before courts and 
others who have come under the protection of the courts.

3, Althixjgh the Siale and Terrilory welfare departmenls 
were able in provide a full count of the children under 
their notice and in their own residential child care estab­
lishments, some States experienced difficulty in obtaining 
the full range of informalion in respect of children who 
were living in establishments operated by other govern­
ment aulliorilies and non-govemment organisations. The 
statistics, therefore, do not provide a full count of ihc 
number of children in substitute care

4. Further information about these statistics can be ob- 
lained from ihc following ABS publications:
Adoptions, Australia, 1984-85 (4406.0)
Children in Care, Australia. 1983-84 (4410.0).
Persons Under Guardianship and Children in Subslitute 

Care, Australia, June 1982 (4405.0).

TABi.K JI CHILDREN SL'BJEtT TO ORDERS: TYPE OE PLACEMENT, STA I'E.S AM) I'ERRTt'OHlKS, 30 JUNE: 19(H

Type of placement NSW Vic (a) Qlä SA WA Tiu
Residential child care csiablithmcnit — 

HstaNishmcnts fur handicapped 
children

Hsubliahmcnts fix other chiidren —
IS 25 14

NT(b) ACT Au/lralta

201

Tamily group homes
Campus homes
Juvenile hostels
Juvenile corrcctive insiiiutiuns
(Xher htxnes for children

141
1 It)

1 
147 
247

554
173

21
55

172

192 
116

14
32

137

15

41

41
52
39
24
28

45
9

5
21

1.002 
481
78 

272
633

Total residential child care 
establishments 77Ä t,M4 ]9it 74 14 29 2.667

fXher residcnUal care — 
Hospitals and nureing homei 
Hoarding tchooli 
Kciidential adult care

43
10

24
4

33

71
14
33

12

S(Ì6

3

?

9
8

2

Î

9

1

2

1

Total other residential care 
establishments 61 1185J 2 J

Poster care
living with parent or other relative 
Other adulta care
living independently 
Unauthorised absence 
Other placement

2,360
1,191

127
I 
9 

12

1,791 
675

10

1,406
1.341

52 
2
8

31

526
282

31

534
420
48

303

Tout children subject Io orders 4,471 3,525 3,407 928 1,503

203
123

7

409

57 
.11

1

39
82

6.916
4,14.5

276
3

24
350

106 150 14,499

5 2
2 2

(•) li.clud«. childnai in hmpiuli >nd nuning h.>mci and lhn.e living independcnlly (b) Kidudc children nn in renidenUil care who .re undcf nrdnre hr offcocn 
rc«u>n«
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APPENDIX

INCOME DISTRIBUTION AND EQUIVALENCE SCALES

The income required by an income unii lo achieve a
given standard of living depends on many factors such as 
r . 1 ____/.AmnAoiliAri nfaiaiiuwu WB ---------
its size (number of members), composition (number ol 
adults, number of dependants) and labour force status 
(number of members in the labour force). Equivalence 
scales attempt to take these factors into account and have 
been used by researchers to adjust actual income to enable 
them to compare the relative standard of living of differ-

have a composition which is not common (lor example, 
one adult and five deiK-ndaiiLs). By comparison, the equi

Icncc scales derived by ABS Iroin householdva
expenditure survey data cannot provide a reliable equi-
valence scale value for some income unit types due to
sample size limitations.

ent types of income units.

2. Several organisations have produced sets of equi­
valence scales for Australia. As the derivation of 
equivalence scales hinges critically on the concept of 
standard of living, which is intrinsically unobservable, the 
values taken by these scales depend on the assuinplicins 
that were made about how to measure the standard of liv­
ing. The most frequently used equivalence scales in 
Australia are those developed by Professor Henilerson and 
his associates al the Institute of Applied Economic and 
Social Research and u.sed in the Australian Government s 
Commission of Inquiry into Poverty. Phese scales arc 
based on the 1954 Family Budget Suindard prepared by 
the Budget Standard Service of die Community Council

2.

4. The income unit type iwo adults, no dependants, 
with one atluli in the labour force was chosen as the ref­
erence (standard) income unit and us equivalence scale 
was set equal to one. Equivalence scales were dien calcu­
lated for other income unit tytics. For example, die table 
indicates that a ix-ison not in the labour force and living 
alone needs, on average, only 61 (icr cent of the income 
of llie reference income unit (two adulLs, wilh one in die 
lalxiur force) to achieve die same standard of living. Simi­
larly, a household consisting of two adults only wilh 
neither in the labour force requires, on average, 41 jicr 
cent more income (that is O.S6/().6I) lo achieve the same 
slanilard of living as an income unit of one adult only who

4.

is not in the labour torce.

5. b'lx luither information on the mcttiodology untlet-

of Greater New York.

3. The actual equivalence .scales used to adjust income 
unit income in this publication are based on those used by 
the Commission of Inquiry inui Poverty. One rea.son for 
selecting this set of equivalence scabs is that equivalence 
scale values can be calculated for income unius which

lying equivalence sc'ales, sec tlie lollowirig publications. 
indit autrx No 4 ¡^84 (4101.0) pp. 234-237. ABS.

3. Poverty in AuxlriiUa Ini'rim Pepoil 'rf the tuxiraluin
Gr>vernment's I’omniisxion of Inquiry into Poverty,
March 1974

KQtllVAl.ENCK SC.At.KS FOR SEl.K(TKt) tM'OME IAH' TVt'ES

Number of ,lepenJanti(ai in in. i>me unu

0

No adulu in lidxiur force — 
I aduli in income unii 
2 aduli! in income unit

One aduli in labour force — 
1 aduli in income unii 
2 adulu in income unii

Two adulu in labour force — 
2 adulu in income unit

0.61
0.86

0.75
1.00

1.18

0.82
1.06

0.96 
1.20

1.38

1.02
1.26

1.16
1.40

1.59

1.22
1 46

1,36
161

1.79

1.42
1.Ó7

1.57 
I Hl

1.99

(.) Include .U pen«™ .rd unde, 15 ye.™ .nd Mll-Ume ..udenu .,ed 15 In 20 ye.™ whu .™ living wilh . p.«iVgu.,di.n .nd .le ne.lhei . puieni o(

anyone in the houaehold.
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