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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
The Australian Health Survey(AHS) wasconducted 

throughout the twelve month period February 198.3 to 
January 1984. The main objective of the survey was to 
obtain information about the health of Australians and 
their use of and need for various health services and 
facilities. Il is the second national survey of its kind to be 
conducted by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. The 
first was conducted during 1977-78.

sick, and persons aged 1.5 to 17 ycais wliosc । 
objected IO them being inlervicwcd In these 
relatives were interviewed on their behalf. I or i

parents 
< cases, 
persons

aged Icssthan I 5 ycais. infornialion wasohtaiiied Ironía 
person responsible loi the child (usually the mother).

7. 'Iwo quc-lionoaires wjrc Used in tiie sunc\ the

2. This publication contains a summary of results
from the 198.3 AHS. Preliminary result.' of the survey 
were published on 21 Decembei 1984 in AuMra/ian 
Health Survey . 1983, Preliminary^(4348.0). This bulletin 
contains final and more detailed statistics and, therefore, 
these estimates may differ from those published in the 
preliminary bulletin. Subsequent publications will contain 
further detailed statistics on various aspects of the survey, 
(sec paragraphs 41-44 for details of the availabilily of 
additional statistics).

‘adult questionnaire' whirl, was designed loi persons 
aged 15 years and ovei ar.el the ‘child queslionnaile' 
which was designed for persons aged iindei 15 years 
.Separate questionnaire.v were used because the topics 
covered by the survey "tie not uniformly applii.ihle to 
adults and children.

8. The appt nach adopted tocolicci health inlormaiion
was Io ascertain w hctlicr ai-y of a range ol health-related 
actions was taken in the reference period and to recoid 
the various reasons lor which the aciion- were taken.

9. Reasons identified a^ leading to a health-related

Structure of this publication
3. This is the first of a series of final publications to be
released from the 1983 A HS and, as such, aims to provide 
a broad overview of the nature of the survey and the 
approach adopted in collecting the data. Section I 
contains estimates of total persons taking health-related 
actions and total persons experiencing illness conditions. 
Sections 2 to 10 present summary data about the 
following topics: episodes in hospitals; doctor consul­
tations; denial consultations; consultations with other 
health professionals; reduced acli'ity; day.s away from 
school or work: medication taken; illness conditions 
experienced; and. accidents.

action were classified into two broad groups: *illnei\ 
ijni/ii ions' and ‘uihei leavon.s lot at lion'. The former 
includes specific illnesses and injuries. The lallei covers 
reasons, such as tests, check-up. etc., where no speeilic 
illness or injury could be identified, and reasons other 
than illness or injury such as pregnaney supervision, 
immunisation, etc.

10. In addition to the leason' for tal.inp a hcalth-

Scope and coverage
4. Thcestimate.s contained in this bulletin are based on
a sample of about 18.000 private dwellings (houses, flats, 
etc.) and non-privalc dwellings (hotels, motels, caravan 
parks, boarding houses, etc.) selected throughout Aus­
tralia and covering about one-third of one per cent of the 
population of Australia. Households were selected at 
random using a stratified multi-stage area sample

5. Certain groups of persons such as non-.Australian
diplomatic personnel, persons from overseas holidaying 
in Australia, members of non-Australian defence forces 
and their depcndant.s stationed in .Australia, members of 
Australian permanent defence forces living on military 
bases, students al boarding schools and institutionalised 
persons (including inpatients of hospitals, nursing homes, 
etc.), were excluded from the survey.

Survey method
6. Personal interviews, by carcfullj' chosen and
specially trained inter'iewers. were used to obtain infor­
mation from the occupants of those dwellings selected. 
Each person aped 15 years and over was interviewed 
personally with the exception ol persons too old or too

related action, further iiiloiinciion was obtained about 
the actions themselves, e.g w hether surgery undergone in 
hospital, type of treatment leteivcd during consultation 
with doctor or dentist, nutiibei of times a particular 
action was taken during the reference period, whether 
actions such as use of medications oi reduced acti'ity 
were advised by a doctoi. etc.

II. Information wa.s also collected on illnesse.s and
injuries experienced (eii whiih no aclitni was taken.

12. For the first five dillerent illnesses and injuries
reported, further inlornialioii wav obtained including the 
cause of the condition and. if applicable, whv a doctor 
was not consulted.

13. Details were also collected oi. the demographic and
socio-economic characteiistics of the sursej population
(e.g age. sex. countiy of birth place of uvual residí nee. 
occupation, educational attainmint. income and health 
insurance statu.v) and these can.-be linked with health 
data.

14. In short, the information on action.- taken pro' ides
a measure of the communil usags ol health sere ices
and facilities. The infiirm.itioii on illnesses and iniuiies 
experienced, irrespeclm of w licihei an action wa.s taken, 
provides an indicator of the health status of the non- 
institutionalised population ami tfie potential demand 
for health sci ' ices 1 he deniographii and socio-ecot.omic 
informatiot. may he used indirectly to iiidicaii possible
barriers to the use ol health .service anil laeiliiies ami to
identify those group- ol Austiahans ni need or at ri-1.
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Derinidons
I 5 Reference period

Health-relatedaclio/i — generally the reference period is 
the two weeks piior Io inteisiew lor all health-related 
actions (as defined in paragraph 16). Howevei. some 
additional data was collected over diflcrenl periods for 
the following actions;

c/iisodcs ill hospital some additional data was
collected lor the twelve months print to inters iew

inédit atiott lakcii with the e.'ception of the
consumption of birth contiol pill.-, all data svas 
collected lot the two days prior to interview as s’.ell 
as lot the two weeks prior to interview.

cotlsiiltalioiis with dot tors, der,lists and some othit
hi alili iiroft ssionals period since last consultation
was asked of all persons surveyed fl nwcvcr.de tailed 
data was obtained only from person' who reported 
having a consultation during the twn weeks prior to 
inters iew 

A ccidenis details were obtained about accidents ss hieb 
occurred during the four weeks prior to interview.

Illness conditions — the reference period is the iw o w ecks 
prior to inters iew .

16. Hcalih-rclaieil at lion — one or more ol a selected 
range of actions taken by respondents in respect of their 
health during the reference period. Inlormation was 
obtained about the lollowing hcallh-relalcd actions:

• episodes in hospital

• consultations with a doctor, dentist or other health 
prolessional

• medication taken

• reduced activity

• days away from school or work 

17. Reason for action - any illness or other reason w hich 
resulted in a pcison taking a health-related action during 
the two weeks prior to inters iew.

IK. Illness t ondiiion — any illness or injury c.sperienced 
during the two weeks prior to inters less for which an 
action may or may not have been taken. While illnesses or 
injuries were mainly reported as reasons for taking 
health-related actions, respondents were also asked to 
report on any ilincs.s nr injury experienced during the two 
weeks prii.i to intersiew lor winch no action was taken.

19. Ollier rtastm lor a: lit": any tea'on other than
illness or injury which resulted in a persoli taking a 
health-related action during Hit two weeks prior to
interview 1 hese riasoio to: action well coded to the 
follow iiig categories;

• pregnancy supersisioii

• imniunisaiion

• contraception

• presentive nieastites

• counselling

• prescription

• check-up (including dental check-up. and dental 
treatment other than (or dental problems)

• e.sainittalion

• tests

• X-ray 

\k here an underlying illness condition could be ascer­
tained for reasons such as check-up, tests, prescription, 
etc,, then that illness condition was recorded as the 
reason for action. i
20. Hospital — a hospital is delined as an institution 
w hich offers residential medical care; includes psychiatric 
hospitals and excludes nursing or convalescent homes.

21. Episode in hospital — a complete stay in hospital 
commencing with formal admission and ending with 
formal discharge. Temporary absences, such as on leave 
passes, are not counted as formal discharges. For an 
episode to have been included in the surs'ey both the 
admission and discharge must have taken place within 
the twelve months prior to interview.

Persons who were discharged from hospital during the 
two weeks prior to interview are counted as hav iiig had a 
hospital episode in the two weeks prior to interview even 
though they may have been admitted to hospital more 
than Iwo weeks before the interview.

I 
i
I

A child w ho was only hospitalised at birth is regarded as 
not having had an episode in hospital 

22. Ij-ngth id stay n: hospital 
I

the diflerence between
the patient’s discharge dale and the admission date is the j 
length of stay of an episode in hospital .Although this 
difference actually corresponds to the number ol nights 
involved, length of stay is more commonly expressed in 
terms of ‘days'. In this publication. Itngll: of stay is I 
expressed in days.

/s day in hospital ns also a day of reduced aetisits.

C'onsiihaittn. any time a respondent disrusecd his 
or her own health with, or leceivcJ licalmcrit Itoni. a 
doctor, dentil I or other hei lih professional I hi» itis'ludc' 
cotlsiiltalioiis by lelephont .'I bs basing someone else
consult with till hi., 
bl hall.

h pio*cs-,!onal on the iiipondcnts

24. Doflor coiisullaiitin — any consultation with a 
general practitioner, surgeon (excluding dental surgeon) 
or other specialist, physician, hospital intern or resident. 
A child who has only ’consulted’ a doctor al birth is 
regarded as not has ing consulted a doctor Any doctor 
consultation which look place during an episode in 
hospital is not included in the survey.

25. Plate til /unsi rete/u doctor coiisalialioii — those 
persons w ho had consulted a doctor during the two weeks 
prior to interview were asked where their most recent 
consultation took place. "I he places recorded were;

• outpatient or emergency section of a hospital

• doctor’s office or surgery

• OSS n home

• school, work or any other clinic

• over the phone or through someone else

Hospital emergency section the part of a hospital
w here persons can consult a doctor without an appoint­
ment; includes casualty, emergency room or first aid 
section.

Hospital ouipaiient section — the part of a hospital 
where persons can consult a doctor by appointment; 
includes hospital outpatient clinic.

School, work or other clinic — includes baby health 
centre, clinic or infirmary attached to a school or place of 
work.

26. Denial consultation — any occasion on which a 
respondent consulted a health professional about his or 
her teeth, dentures or gums; includes any consultation 
with a dentist, orthodontist, dental surgeon, dental 
therapist, dental health nurse, dental technician, dental 
mechanic, doctor, etc.

27. Consultations with other health professionals — 
inlormation was also collected about consultations w ilh 
the following health professionals:

• chiropractor

• osteopath

• naturopath

• herbalist

• acupuncturist

• chemist

• optician optometrist

• physiotherapist

• psyctioloj’isl

• social worker willarc oflitci

• chiropodist podiatiist

• district, hottie oi comniunits nuise Hot adults)

• baby health curse; school nuise, di-iiict. homi or 
community nurse (for clnldrcn)

2K. Day oj retluced aclivitt ans das on which a
person cut-down on his oi hei usual activities loi all or 
most of that day due to illness or injury, includes davs in 
hospital, days in he-.i (apart Iroiii hospital) and davs of 
other reduced activity.

Day in hospital — each day a person sp.. nt in hospital 
during the Iwo weeks prior to inlervltv is also a day ol 
reduced activ ity r\ stay in hospital of less than one Gay is 
not counted as a day of reduced activity .

Day in bed — any day (other than a day in hospital) on 
w hich a person stay ed in bed lor all or most ol the day due 
to illness or injury. Information about days in bed was 
only obtained in relation to persons aged 2 years and 
over. Each day in bed is counted as a day of reduced 
activity.

Day of other redut cd aciivi>\ any das (other than a
day in hospital or a day in bed) on which a pcr.son
cut-dow n on his or her usual aelis itics for all or most of 
the day due to illness or injury. Inlortiialioii about days of 
other reduced aclis ity was only obtained in relation to 
personsaged 2 years and osei. l.achdas of other reduced 
activity i.s counted as a das of reduced actis ils.

29. Da\ awut fto/n school a normal school dav on
which a student did not attend school lor ah or most ol 
the day due to illness or injury ; includes a das away Iron) 
college, university, etc. Inlormation about das 
from school was obtaiiieil in telatioii to all personsaged 5 
to 14 years, and persons aged 15 years and os er who were 
full-time students at a school, techni alcollege, unisersity
or other educational institution and part-time students 
aged 15 years and ovei vi ho weie not also w oik mg in a |ob 
or business. Correspondence siydcnts aged 15 veaisand 
over were excluded.

-fO. Day OU «r i Iront tcork aday oi which; perxuidid
not work at his OI her job or business to' all or nsui ol the 
day duelo illness or injury. Inlotnialionabtnit dass a way 
from work was obtained Iront personsaged 15 y ear? and
ovei who had a job oi business at tin tune ol inters lew 
and were vvoi king on cith i a lull-linn- ot pint-iinie b.'-.i- 
f iill-tiine studi Ills who also h; d a |oh wen excluded. 
Persons who had mon- lliai! one |oh weit- oniv asked 
about days aw iv lion, ihiii in:.in iob.

nwcvcr.de
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Mrdiiatiun luKci) — consumption or use of any 
medicines, pills or ointments during the reference period. 
Information w as collected about the follow ing categories 
of medication:

• pain relicsers

• cou^rh medicines, remedies foi colds

• allcrgs tablets or met>ieiiie>-

• skin ointments or creams (excluding cosmetics)

• laxatives, stomach medicines

• medicines fot heart or blood piessurc. or fluid 
tablets

• sleeping pills or medicines

• tranquillisers, sedatives, medicines for nervous condi­
tions

• vitamins or mineral supplements

• birth control pills

• other medications

Information about the consumption of birth control pills 
was only asked of females aged 18 to 50 years.

32. Accident'. — respondents w ere asked to report only 
on the most recent accident which resulted in any illnes.s 
or injury experienced during the two weeks prior to 
interview.

Where this accident occurred during the four weeks prior 
to interview, information was collected about the place 
where the accident occurred and the types of injuries 
received

Coding
33. All reported illness conditions and other leasons for 
action were coded to a list of 92 selected conditions, 
symptoms, treatments and other reason.s for action

The codelist was based mainly on the Ninth Revision 
( 1975) of the Internatonal (Tassfication of Diseases 
(ICD9) but also includes some additional special codes.

In the main, the codclist represents a collapsing of ICE)9. 
with most codes restricted to broad categories of con­
ditions. There arc two reasons for this:

(i) It was necessary to rode reported illness con­
ditions and other reasons foi action into cate- 
goiies w hich could be expected to yiclil sufficient 
numbers for tabulation purposes. Had more 
detailed coding beer, attempted, the low fre­
quencies anticipated foi some conditions would 
have precluded release of results (due lo high 
relative standard erioi:)

(ii) I he quality ol leportiiig did not enable illness ' 
conditions to be clearly distinguished respon­
dents reported on theii own conditions ami the i 
information piovided was not necessarily based 
on diagnose.s by medical practitioners.

Special codes were created for some non-illness reasons 
foi action (e g check-up. preventive measures) and for 
some frequently reporlfel illnes.s conditions which could 
not be successfully coded to ICDV-bascd categories 
because insufficient detail was obtained about the con­
dition (c.g hangover, bat) trouble, virus).

Estimation procedure
34 Estimates derived from the survey were obtained by 
using a complex ratio estitiiation procedure which ensures 
that the survey estiiiiates conform to an independently 
estimated distribution ot the population by age and sex, 
rather than to the age and sex distribution within the 
sam.plc itself. The survey w a- conducted over a 12 month 
period and estimates were made to conform to the 
population distribution at ear h quarter of the year.

Reliability of the estimates
35. Since the estimate' are based on a sample they are 
subject to sampling variability (sec Technical Note. 
Appendix 1, for furllier details ) In this publication, only 
estimates with relative standard errors less than 25 per 
cent are considered sufficiently reliable for most purposes. 
However, estimates w ilh relative standard errors between 
25 and 50 per cent have been included and are preceded 
by an asterisk (c.g *6.4) to indicate that they are subject 
lo high standard errors and should be used with caution. 
Estimates with relative standard errors greater than 50 
per cent have not been shown as they are considered too 
unreliable for use. T liesc estimates have been replaced by 
an asterisk (*).

38.

36. In addition to sampling errors, the estimates are 
subject to non-sampling errors. These may be caused by 
errors in reporting (c.g. because some answers were based 
on memory or because of misunderstanding or unwilling­
ness of respondents to reveal all details) or errors arising 
during processing (e g coding, data recording). Such 
errors may occui in any statistical collection w hether it is 
a full census count or a sample survey . By careful design 
and testing of queslionnaiies, intensive training and 
supervision of interviewers, and cflicienl operating pro­
cedures. every ellorl is made lo minimise non-sampling 
errors

Interpretation of results
37. I he following factor' should he considered in 
interpreting the estimaler in this bulletin:

(a) Inforniatio’i was collected about a selected range 
ol health-related actions (sec paragraph 16) In 
this publication. pct'Oii' who tool, none ol the 
selected ailioi.. an represented as hav ing taken 
no action Howwii. it is possible that these 
persons nil V l . vi n ken some other action in 

relation lo th<-lr health which was not covered in 
this survey.

(b) Information provided by respondents about 
ilincssconditions was not medically verified and 
reported illnesses, etc. were not necessarily based 
on diagnoses oy medical practitioners.

I

I

I

(c) Conditions which have a considerable effect on 
people arc likely to be better reported than those 
which have little effect. Some people may be 
unaware of their illnesses, particularly if they 
have not yet been diagnosed. It isalso likely that 
there would be some under-reporting of con­
ditions which cause symptoms or limitations to 
which a person has adjusted.

I (d) It is probable that, in some instances, conditions 
which respondents were unw ilhng to talk about 
in an interview situation were not reported.

I 
i

(e) Institutionalised persnnsfincluding inpatientsof 
hospitals, nursing homes and other health institu­
tions) were excluded from the survey.

(0 Each respondent may have reported more than 
one type of health-related action, illness condition 
or other reason foi action and. therefore, may 
appear in several dificrent categories within a 
table

Comparison of results with the 1977-78 AHS
Ihc following points should be noted when com-

paring results of this survey with those of the 1977-78 
AHS;

(a) Changes in population size and composition 
have occurred between 1977-78 and 198.3 and 
should be taken into account when comparing 
estimates from the two surveys.

(b) The scope of the 1983 survey has been expanded 
from that used in 1977-78 to bring it into line 
w ith other ABS surveys using the same metho­
dology

As a result, certain non-private dwellings, (e g. 
caravan parks, motels, boarding houses, etc,)are 
now included in the survey population. The 
health characteristics of persons occupying these 
dwellings may vary from persons in private 
dwellings

(c) The methodology used in the 198.3 survey (sec 
paragraphs 8-14) differed from that of the 1977- 
78 AHS.

In the 1977-78 survey , respondents were asked if 
they had experienced any illness or injury during 
the two weeks prior to interview. Respondents 
were also asked w hether they had take n any ol a 
range of actions during the two weeks prior to
interview. However, actions taken were not
linked to specific illnesses reported except in the 
case of doctor consultations by persons who 
experienced illncs- or injury during the two 
weeks piioi to interview.
In the 19*'.3 survey, the approach used tocollect 
health information was loascertain vv hether any 

of a langc ol hcaltli-re lated actions w .is taken in 
the two Weeks piior lo interview and to record 
the reasons lor which the actions weit taken. 
This allowed for the linkage of actions to specific 
illnesses, injuries and other reasons reported loi 
taking action

(d) T he reference period lot condilirms and actions 
for the 198.3 AHS i' generally the Iwo weeks 
piioi to interview (see parati.ipli 15) I oi the 
1977-78 AHS.the reference periodfoi accidents, 
consultations with olhei health prolessionals 
and some data on hospital episode' and nicdi- 
catifin taken differs from the 198.3 siiivev 
Caution should he exercised when comparing 
results licni (he two survey.' where estimates are- 
based on diflerenl refert ncc periods Although a 
larger section ol the population eligible tola) e a 
certain action can be expected lo take that action 
ovci a longer period of lime, tin increase is not 
proportionate lo the in, rcase in time \\ bile it is 
possible to produce comparable estimates ol the 
number of actions laken in a given time period 
by making pro lata adjustments to one or other 
survey estimates, it is not possible lo produce, bv 
this method, comparable e.limates of the number 
of persons taking those actions.

39. Appendix II contains further information about the 
comparison of results Iroin the 198.3 survey with the 
1977-78 AHS and makes rcicicnce to specific topics 
included in both surveys.

40. Chronic illness and limitations, emotional health 
and children's vaccination, which were covered in the 
1977-78 AHS. were not included in the 198.3 survev.

Availability of additional statistics
41 Ihe following publications cor.laitiing final and 
more detailed data from the 1983 AHS will be released 
progressively:

(a) Australian Health Surety. /W3 Al lit'/i'.
laken (4358.(1). This publication will eonlain 
results from the survey on the level and naluic ol 
health-related actions taken, and selected charac­
teristics of persons involved.

(b) Australian Health Survey, I9>l.l — Illness C'nn 
ditiuns Repnrted(4356 (i) I his publication will 
provide estimates ol the incidence and nature of 
illness conditions reported, and selected charac­
teristics of persons invidved.

(c) Au.etralian Health Sii’-vcv. /9A.(— ! se ut Hiahh 
Services (4325.0). T his publication will contain 
results from the survey oi, the level and naliire ol 
usage of health service', ami selected ch..ia,- 
tcrisiics of persons using those services

td) AuM/alitin Health Su’wt. /9,v t — (iniMiiui rm v 
id Hines' (4357.(1) I h. publication will contain 
results Iron, the siirvi y lini ing ¿Hues- i i.nd.tieni
and otlicr ie,isoii.' loi ..Ltioti Will. I'M of health
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42.

services, midications taken and other health- 
related actions, and selected characteristics of 
persons involved.

It is also planned to release a sample file on

Australian Health Survey, 1977-78 — Doi tor Con- • 
sultations (4319.0)
Australian Health Survey, ¡977-78 — Days of Reduced
Activity Due to illness or Injury (4321.0)

SUMMARY OK FINDINGS

magnetic tape containing unit record data from the 
surses. I o pieserse the confidentiality of individuals, the 
sample fik will contain no names or addresses and. in 
some cases, items of data will be suppressed or will be 
provided at a reduced level of detail. An information

Australian Health ¡surs’ey, ¡977-78— Con.suliation.s with 
Health Professionals (excluding doctors and dentists) 
(4322.0)

During 1983 a small sample of the Australian population were interviewed about the types of action they took in 
respect of their health and the illnesses they experienced.

PERSONS TAKING HEALTH-RELATED ACTIONS

paper Inlttrittaliimpaper. .AirMraliari Health Survey,
I

1983 — Suntple File on .Magnetii Tape (4324.0) — 
providing technical and other details of the sample file, 
conditions of issue and how to order it. will be released 
when the sample file becomes available.

Au.ilralian Health Survey, I’iTT-lS — AeeitJettt.’t(A313.0)

Denta! Health (Persons aged ¡5 years or more), Fehruarv- 
May, 1979(4339.i)}

General
Over 70 per cent of the population reported taking some form of action in respect of their health during the two 

weeks prior to interview. (Note: A person may have reported taking more than one action.) More female.s reported taking 
an action than males (78 per cent and 64 per cent respectively).

47 Special tabulations will also be prov ided subject to 
availabihtv of resources, (lenerallv, a charge is made for 
providing unpublished information.

Sight, Hearing and Denta! Health (Persons aged 2 to 14 
x'inirk I i/»Am//»ri'. f 1070 iAC\\ *years). February-Moy, 1979 (4337.0)

44. In addition to the publications mentioned above, it 
is planned to release a publication w hich gives an outline 

hui the concepts, methodologv and procedures used in the 
IvbJ.AHS This publication Australian Health Survey. 
1983'— Outhm oj Concepts, Meihodologi and Pro­
cedures U'cd (4323.0) — w ill include discussions of suet 
topics as the historv of the survey, the objectives and 
scope and coverage, the response to the survey, the 
processing and estimation procedures adopted, sampling 
and non-sampling errors, and the interpretation of 
results

RelaTrd publications

Children's Dental Health Surs'ev, Australia, Sosember 
¡983 (4350.0)

Children's Immunisation Survey, Australia, Sovemher 
¡983 (4352.0)

46. Current publications produced by the ABS are ¡
listed in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia t\ 101.0) 
which is available free of charge from any ABS office

i

45.
include:

Other ABS publications uhich may be of interest
Symbols and other usages 

. . not applicable (

Australian Health Survev, 1977-78 (431 1.0)

Australian Health Survey. ¡977-78 — Outline of Con­
cepts. .Meihodoltigs and Procedures Used (4323.0)

* subject to sampling variability too high for most 
practical purposes. (See paragraph 35.)

47. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies
Australian Health Survey. ¡977-78 — Episodes (admis­
sions and dtsi ¡targes) tn Hospita¡s (43 17.0)

may occur between sums of the component items and
totals. Published percentages are calculated prior to

Australian Health Survev, 19'^7-78 — Reieni lllnes.s 
(4.7|S(U

rounding of figures and, therefore, some discrepancy j
may exist between these percentagesand those that could ’
be calculated from the rounded figures. !

Types of action taken
The most frequently reported action during the two weeks prior to interview was ‘taking medication'which was 

reported by 67 per cent of the population. The next most common action was ‘consulting a doctor or specialist‘ (18 per 
cent). About 5 per cent of the population consulted a dentist while over 6 per cent reported consultations with health 
professionals other than doctors and dentists. Chemists were the most frequently consulted of these. Over 11 percent of 
studentshad one or more days away from school, college, university, etc. w hile nearly 8 per cent of employed persons had 
one or more days away from work. During the twelve months prior to interview, over 12 per cent of the population had 
had one or more episodes in hospital.

Further details on the three most commonly reported actions are provided overleaf:

I
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Medicalii’n lakcii
More females reported taking medication than males (74 per cent and 60 per cent respectively) and, as the 

following chart shows, this was generally the case for each type of medication.

I he chart also shows a marked similarity in the pattern of medication usage for males and females.

Doctor consullaiions
Whereas almost 18 percent of the population had consulted a doctor (or specialist) during the two weeks prior to 

interview, 64 per cent had consulted a doctor during the six months prior to interview.

As the following chart illustrates, more females consulted a doctor than malesand females also consulted a doctor 
more frequently than males.

CHART A. PERSONS WHO TOOK ONE OR MORE TYPES OF .'DEDICATION DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR 
TO INTERVIEW: TYPE(S) OF .MEDICATION BY SEX. AUSTRALIA. 1903

CHART B. PEKSONS: PERIOD SINCE MOST RECENT DOCTOR CONSULTATION BY SEX. AUSTRALIA. 1983

I
TYFEiSl OF MEDICATION

PERIOD SINCE MOST RECENT CONSULTATION

COMMON PAIN RELIEVERS

COUGH MEDICINES AND OTHER 
REMEDIES FOR COLDS

ALLERGY TABLETS AND MEDICINES

SKIN OINTMENTS AND CREAMS(a)

LAXATIVES, STOMACH MEDICINES

TRANQUILLISERS, SEDATIVES ETC.

SLEEPING PILLS AND MEDICINES

VITAMINS, MINERAL SUPPLEMENTS

2 WKS OR LESS

>2 WKS TO 3 MTHS

>3-6 MONTHS

>6-12 MONTHS

>12 MONTHS

NEVER/DON’T KNOW

f-
40 30 20 1 0 0 1 0 20 30

PEP CENT OF MALE/FEMALE POPULATION

4 0

HEART, BLOOD PRESSURE MEDICINES, 
FLUID TABLETS

MALES eXXJ FESMLES

BIRTH CONTROL PILLS (b)

OTHER MEDICATIONS

1-------------------!----------------------T
30 2C 10 10 20 30 40

PER CENT OF MALE/FEMALE POPULATION

The most frequently reported reasons fora person’s most recent doctor consultation were‘injuries’, ‘hypertension’ 
and ‘influenza’.

0

I

0^252 FEMALES
I

I

(a) Excludes cosmetic creams and preparations, (b) Includes only females aged 
18 to 50 years.
Note. Each person may have taken more than one type of medication and. therefore, 
may appear in a number of categories but only once within each category.

I
I

I he most frequently reported types of medication w etc‘pain relies ers't reported by .7.1 percent of the population), ¡ 
‘vitamins and minerals’ (2.“' pet cent) and ’skin ointments and creams’ (12 per cent).

i



IO Il

Hospital episodes PERSONS EXPERIENCING ILLNESS CONDITIONS

interview.
Of the 12 percent of the population reporting one or more episodes in hospital during the twelve months prior to •

and childbirth.

inv I Z pvl LvIH UI lllL|JUpuialluiiitpuiiiii|;,uiivt»i |n.wuv.i i it । iv
59 per ceni were females. This was mainly due to those who had hospital episodes associated with pregnancy Over 62 per cent of the population experienced one or more illness conditions during the two weeks prior toI r • ------- --- ------ •■■s.'...- kiiv iTjxr pilCFI UI

interview. T hese ranged from ailments such as colds, headaches and upset stomachs to more serious conditions such as
heart disease. More females reported experiencing illness conditions than male.s (67 per cent and 57 percent respectivels).

As illustrated in the following chan, the proportion of persons who had hospital episodes varied considerably ) 
with age and sex; almost 22 percent of males aged 65 and over had one or more episodes in hospital compared with only 6 I 
per cent of lemale.s aged 5-14 years. I

■ As shown below, the most frequently reported illness conditions were 'headache — due to unspecified or trivial 
cause'(reported by 10 per cent of the population), 'hypertension' (7 per cent) and ‘common cold'(6 per cent)

I

CHART C. PERSONS WHO HAD ONE OR MORE EPISODES IN BOSPnAf DURING THE TWELVE MONTHS 
PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: AGE BY SEX, AUSTRALIA, 1983

I
CHART D. PERSONS WHO EXPERIE.NCED ONE OR MORE ILLNESS CONDITIONS DL'RI.NC THE 

TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW; TE.'-i MOST FREQUENTLY REPORTED ILLNESS CON'DITIONS 
AUSTRALIA, 1883

I
ACE CROUP (YEARS)

UNDER 5

I
TYPE OF ILLNESS CONDITION

5-U X
NERVES. TENSION

15-24 f.
DENTAL PROBLEMS FT

25'44
DERMATITIS ETC

45-64
INJURIES

65 AND OVER
STRESS HEADACHE L:.:.

25 20 I 5 10 5 0 5 I 0 15
T"
20 25

I HEADACHE (a)

PER CENT OF POPULATION OF SAKE AGE AND SEX ARTHRITIS

MALES UOa FEMALES I

I

In over 74 percent of cases, the most recent episode in hospital was for one week or less and. as would be expected, i 
length ot stay in hospital increased with age. (

i
I

I

HYPERTE.NS I ON

COIkWON COuD

INFLUENZA

0 2 3
T 
5 6

T
8 9

-r 
10

PER CENT OF POPULATION

(w) Headache due to unspecified or trivial cause.
Note. Each person may have experienced more than one illness condition and, therefore, 
appear in a number of categories but only once within each category.

may

i

!
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PERSONS REPORTING AN ACCIDENT
I

In this survey, respondents who experienced illness or injury during the Iwo weeks prior to interview were asked | 
w helher any of the conditions reported were the result of an accident and, if so, the period since the accident occurred, j 
More detailed information was sought only for the most recent accident which occurred during the four weeks prior to i 
interview. i

Nearly .1 per cent of the population reported having an accident during the four weeks prior to interview. More 
males reported an accident than females (4 per cent and 2 per cent respectively). The majority of males and females 
reporting an accident were under 25 years of age.

I
The most common type of injury incurred by persons in every age group was ‘cut or breaking of the skin ! 

(laceration)' which was reported by .16 percent of persons with injuries.

SECTION I. SUMMARY RESl'LTS

This Section presents, in pictorial and tabular form, summary results from the 1983 AH.S on persons taking 
health-related actions and persons experiencing illness conditions. 1 he diagrams also depict the broad approach adopted 
in the survey to collecting information on health status and usage of health services and facilities T hcsc complement t lie- 
description of the survey methodology provided in the Explanatory Noles (paragraphs 6-14).

The survey population may be viewed from two perspectives. Firstly, the population may be div ided into those 
persons who look one or more health-related actions during the two weeks prior to interview and those who did not; 
then, those persons who look aelion may be divided into those who look action for illness conditions and those who tool, 
action for other reasons. Charl E illustrales this.

f 
i CHART E. PERSONS TAKING HEALTH-RELATED ACTION(S) DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEB: 

AUSTRALIA, 1983

Total
Borvey 

population

15.166,900

Took 
action

10,767.000

For illness 
condibon(s)

9.314.300

For other 
reB90D(9)

4.121,600

No 
action

4.399.900

Note. Each person may have taken more than one health-related action.F-------- — ——J —’V. aa^wav. a_usaaj wua? UC «tUJ —rC&M leCS U aCUOU.
tach person may have reported more than one reason for Uking acUon and. therefore, may have 
*AjC6D tj nn hnf ilIrxAoa enn/li 1 i eiwe _.4V— ______ _  _

. ------ -----------  -  . waj *. a caauu lUI V«ajJ
taken action both for illness conditions and for other reasons.

I
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Aliernatively, the population may be divided into those persons who experienced one or more illness conditions i 
during the two weeks prior to interview and those who did not; then, those persons who experienced illness conditions 
may be divided into those who experienced illness conditions for which they took action and those who experienced 
illness conditions for which they took no action. Chart F illustrates this.

I CHART C. PERSONS TAKING HEALTH-RELATED ACTION(S) DURING THE TWO KEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: 
NUMBER OF DIFFERENT ACTIONS TAKEN. AUSTRALIA. 1983

(PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION)

CHART F. PERSONS EXPERIENCING ONE OR MORE ILLNESS CONDmONS DURING THE TWO WEEKS 
PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: AUSTRALIA. 1083

I

Total 
survey 

population

15.16e.S00 I

2 ACTIONS
2 6. SIN

1 ACTION 
37. 15H

>4 ACTIONS 
9. 3 2H

Experienced 
illness 

condition(s)
No 

illness

B.446.200 5.720.600

4 ACTIONS
9. 4tM

3 ACTIONS
16. I4K

For which 
action 
taken

For which 
no action 

taken

CHART B. PERSONS WHO EXPERIENCED ONE OR MORE ILLNESS CONDITIONS DURING THE 
TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: NUMBER OF DIFFERENT ILLNESS CONDITIONS EXPERIENCED.

AUSTRAUA, 1983 
(PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION)

0.314.300 460,700

I CONDITION 
56. 91K

Note. Each person may have experienced more than one iUness condition and may have taken 
action for some conditions but not for others.

It should be noted that, during the two weeks prior to interview, each person may have taken more t han one type 
of health-related action and may have experienced more than one illness condition. 1 he extent of such multiplicity of 
actions and conditions is illustrated in the follow ing charts.

>3 CONDITIONS 
6. 62K

I
3 CONDITIONS
10. 5 2H

2 CONDITIONS
2 5. 9 5H

Furthermore, each person may have taken a particular type of action more than once during the two uecks prior 
to interview. Tables and charts arc provided in the relevant sections of ibis bulletin to illustrate the extent of this.
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Males 
Females

Persons

Males
Females

Persons

TABLE I. PERSONS: WHETHER HEALTH-RELATED ACTION TAKEN OR ILLNESS CONDITIONS 
EXPERIENCED DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW BY SEX,

AUSTRALIA, 1983

Whether action token t^heihfr illness experienced

SECTION 2. HOSPITAL EPISODES

TABLE 4. PERSONS WHO HAD ONE OR MORE EPISODES IN HOSPITAL DURING THE TWELVE MONTHS 
PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: AGE BY SEX.

AUSTRALIA, 1983

Action 
taken

4.863.0
5,904.0

10,767.0

64.3
77.6

71.0

No 
action

2.694.3
1.705.6

43W.9

35.7
22.4

29.0

Illness 
experienced

—ooo- 
4,323.1 
5,123.2

9.446.2

—per cent— 
57.2 
67.3

623

A'o 
Utness

3,2345 
2,486.4

5.720.6

42.8
32.7

37.7

Total 
population

Under 5 13-24 23-44 45-64 63 and o\’er Total

7.557.3
7,609.5

15,166.9

Males
Females

Pmofu

100.0
100.0

100.0

Males
Females

Persons

73.3
51.1

94.5
75.3

103.7
187.7

—WO—
181.5
457.1

191.3
194.7

133.2
145.3

777.5
1,111.0

124.4 169.0 29M 630.6 315.9 270.5 1300.5

12.2 
8.9

7.2
6.0

8.0
14.6

—per cent(B)— 
8.0 

20.4
13.1
13.4

22.0
18.2

10.3
14.6

11.6 113 14.1 13.2 194 12.5

*

I group (^ears)

<a> Peroenu|e ri|ures relate the number of persom who had one or more hoepiui episodes lo the roul number of paikons of the same age and sex.

TABLE2. PERSONS TAKING HEALTH-RELATED ACTION(S|DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO 
INTERVIEW: REASONfS) FOR ACTION BY SEX, AUSTRALIA, 1983 

(’•«0)

Reasonii) for action

TABLE 5. PERSONS WHO HAD ONE OR MORE EPISODES IN HOSPITAL DURING THE TWELVE MONTHS 
PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: NUMBER OF EPISODES BY AGL, AUSTRALIA, 1983

(>H)

Because 
of illness

Other 
reasons Tolal(a)

group (years)

Males 
Females

4.241.7
5,072.7

1.564.0
2.557.6

4,863.0
5,904.0

Number of episodes Under 3 ¡3-24 23^ 43-64 65 and over Total

Persons 93143 4,121.6 10,767.0

(a) Each person may have reponed more than one reason for taking action and. therefore, components do not add to lolals.

One 
Two 
Three 
Four 
Five or more

91.3
20.0
6.6

144.4
20.6 
•1.6

•1.7

234.6
46.6

7.3
•1.9

509.1 
04.5
25.4 
0.7

11.0

15.4 -
18.7
•5.1
7.9

187.2
56.3
20.8 
•5.3
8.9

1,445.4
303.5

80.4
25.5
33.7

Total 124.4 1694 291.4 6304 305.9 270.5 1400.5

TABLE 3. PERSONS EXPERIENCING ILLNESS CONDITIONS DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO 
INTERVIEW: WHETHER ACTION TAKEN FOR ILLNESS CONDITIONS BY SEX, AUSTRALIA, 1983 

(WO)

Action 
taken

No 
action Total(a)

Males 
Females

4.241.7
5,072.7

240.1
210.5

4.323.1
5.123.2

Persons 93143 450.7 9,446.2

(a) Each person may have cupertenccd more than one type of illness condition and may have taken action for some conditions but 
not for othen: therefore, components do not add to totals.

I
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TABLE a. ¡WHO' {¡^E^NE OR MORE EFISODES IN HOSPITAL DURING

(WR)

Males
Females

295.9
391.4

115.9
272.0

124.9
171.6

76.7
IM.3

-OOO—
85.4

1112

Afr group (pun)

Pcnom <57.4 457.5 2M.4 lU.t iriA

20.6
30.2

7.9
6.6

10.5
II.«

m.3
I.III.0

Lrnglh of nay IMni nu 2Ì-44 ^J-64
43 arU

Oitrr Total

SB.« I4J »J IJRRJ
MALES

Males 
Females

10.2
14.7

»..1
13.6

10.2
14.1

11.7
16.2

—pcrcent(a)— 
116 
16.9

Lett than I day

PmoiH US IIS 12.1 12.»
l>) Pimniait fifutt« relate ihe numb« of

14.7

9.6
14.1

II.»

11.3
10.5

1».»

9J
16.0

IL7

10.3
14.6

I2S
petwn. who had one or more ho^tiul epnoda Io Ihe tout numb« of pemom of the .»me .« in each Stttt or Terrh^

TABLE 7. PERSONS WHO HAD ONE OH MORE EPISODES IN HOSPITAL DURING THE TWELVl 
TO INTERVIEW: NUMBER OF EPISODES. STATES AND TERrVoRiS: IWDURING THE TWELVE MONTHS PRIOR

Number of episodes N.S.W. Vic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tm.

I 
2 
3

S
'<

<<«y 
dayi 
day» 
day» 
day» 
day» 
day»

1.5
20.7
13.6

.1

9.» 
24.1 
17.0 
119
9.1

•5.5

6.2 
193 
16.3 
164 
113
7.6 

•4.3 
•3.9

16.3 
37.1 
203 
22.3
16.3 
15.3
1.0 
9.5

•5.7 
23.3
20.7
20.5 
14.2
11.9

•4 8 
10.1 
•3.4

14.9
/ mwA or Im

10.0
9.3
1.3

14.4

51.5 
135 2
93.6
89.2
61. <
54.5
31.1
53.7

47J aj.6 U.9 Hit Illi

One 
Two 
Three 
Four 
Five or more

N.T.

Total

500.3
105.8
29.3
10.4
11.5

350.3
77.5 
¡7.7 
•3.0
9.1

224.1
47.8
14.0
5.5
5.1

141.4
28.5
7.9 

•3.0
4.2

153.5
29.6 
9.0

•2.6

39.0
8.8
II

•0.9

<S7.4 457.5 2M.4 115.9 197.9 594

WHO HAD ONE OR MORE EPISODES IN HOSPITAL DURING TE 
PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: LENGTH OF STAY OF MOST RECENT EPISODE BY ACE,

ACE CROUP (TEARS)

UNDER S

5-14

15-24

25-44

45-14 '  M I
<5 AND OVER

AuttroHê

More 
Mote 
Mott

than I week to 2 week* 
than 2 week» to I month 
than I momh

II.J 377.0

•3.7
•I.»

•41
•3J

9.7
•3.7

21.6
9.9

46.7 
199
•60

35.1
17.9
19

113 
•1.5

I4J

24.6
3.9

294

THE TWELVE MONTHS
ÀUST1ULU, 10B3

0 5 10 15 20

PER CENT OF POPULATION IN EACH AGE GROUP

I WEEK OR LESS 
Xyy/i >1 WEEKS

■HH >I TO 2 WEEKS

1.445.4
303.5 
tO.4 
25.5
33.7

I

Total

121.6
56.6
22.4

*

73.3 94J 103.7 IBU 79 ¡.3 133.2 r77J

females

Lei» than I day 
I day 
2 day» 
3 day» 
4 day» 
5 day» 
6 day» 
7 day»

/ Mvet or Int

More 
Move 
More

than I week to 2 week» 
than 2 week» to I month 
than I month

Le»» than I day 
I day 
2 day» 
3 day» 
4 day» 
5 day» 
6 day» 
7 day»

Z wrri or lets

More 
Move 
More

Total

than I «tech Io 2 week» 
■han 2 week» to I month 
than I month

•5.1
10.3
7.1
9.1

•4.1
•3.1

•10

43.3

1.0

5/./

13.6 
31.0 
21.4
17.4 
10.9
8.8 

•2.6

7HJ

•4J

124J

6.1
70.7
13.5
11.5
72

•3.1
•2.4

6ê.9

•3.2
•X6

75J

PERSONS

16.7
45.5 
30.5
24.4
16.3 
9.0

•4.2
7.9

754.3

1.0 
•5.1 
•IS

199.9

35.3 
73.7 
11.4
21.2 
22.4 
17.0
13.0

23.0 
60.5 
56.1 
37 3 
3'» 6
35.1 
372
45.4

10.1
24.0
22.4
13.2
17.5
10.1
10.3
14.1

10.4 
11.4
9.0

11.3 
114 
l.l

111

49.5 
161.3 
137.5
98 6 

101.5 
108 3
76.7
19.1

155.8 354.9 Ì23.t 76.7 823!

24.0 
•5.6 
•13

72.» 
211
7.7

41.6
19.7 
•3.3

35.0
21.2
•5.4

117.6
90.V
19.7

187.7 457.1 794.7 145.3 7a7II.O

l.l 
54.6 
42.2 
34.8
33.7 
30.0 
21.5
18.9

39.4 
97.7 
77.1 
59.6
55.9 
70.4 
45S 
54.9

16.5 
47.3 
43.1
33.7 
31.7 
12.7
I7.S
2S9

•6.1 
20.3
16.1 
17.9 
21.3 
21.1
16.4 
27.2

lOi 0 
296.5 
231 1 
107.1 
169.9 
162.1 
107.7 
143.5

244.7 500.0 247.7 747.9 7.400.7

33.7
9.3

•3.7

94.5 
310
111

95.2
39.7
9.3

70.1
46.1
14.3

309.2 
137 J
42.1

391.4 9594 395.9 37IJ 13994

I
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SECTION 3. DOCTOR CONSULTATIONS
TABLE ». PERSONS: PERIOD SINCE MOST RECENT DOCTOR 

______________________________________ AUSTRALIA, IM3
CONSULTATION BY AGE BY SEX,

Agt group (yrors)

I

21

TABLE :t. PERSONS; PERIOD SINCE MOST RECENT DOCTOR CONSULTATION BY SEX, STATES AND TERRITORIES, I»g3

Period finer most recent 
doctor consultation MS. IE. Elf. Qld W.A. Tas. NT. Austro^'a

MALES
Period since most recent 
doctor consultation Under J 5-14 ¡5-24 4S-64

65 and 
over Total

MALES

2 weeks ago or less
More than 2 weeks to 3 monihs 
More than 3 months to 6 monihs 

.More than 6 months to 12 months
More than 12 monihs 
Never/don'i know

ago

135.8
2j0.7
95.4
65.7
54.2
20.5

145.4
340.7
222.9
235.3
353.2

15.4

142.9
340.5
204.9
202.9
403.9

9.0

-WO— 
271.7 
607.3 
308.7 
352.4 
716.5

13.6
Toial

267.2 
485.0
169.2
156.7
373.5

9.4

182.8
261.1
45.5
40.3 
n.2

1,145.9 
2.265.3
1,046.7
1,053.3
1,977.5

68.7
I

602.3 1.313.0 Í.3M.0 2.270.3 1.461.0 606.7 7.557.3

FEMALES

2 weeks ago or less 
More than 2 weeks lo 3 months 
More than 3 months to 6 months 
More than 6 months to 12 months
More than 12 months 
Never/don’i know

ago

125.1
199.0
85.3
75.4
61.7
25.2

153.0
322.2
201.9
208.9
358.1

12.0

231.5
450.6
203.8
171.6
220.5
•6.0

-WO— 
452.3 
786.9 
330.6 
288.7 
382.3
•3.0

Total

JI8.C 
553.8 
I7I.4 
153.4 
253.1
•2.6

244.6
368.8
62.4
41.6
81.9

1.525.7
2,681.2
1,055.4

939.6
1,357.6

50.0

572.3 1.256.0 I.2S4.0 2.243.6 1.453.0 600.3 7.609 5

PERSONS

2 weeks ago or less
More than 2 weeks to 3 months 
More than 3 months to 6 months 
More (han 6 months to 12 months 
More than 12 months ago 
Never/don'i know

Total

2 weeks ago or less 
More than 2 weeks to 3 months 
More than 3 months to 6 months 
More than 6 months lo 12 months 
More than 12 months ago 
Never/don'i know

Total

410.8
794.5
357.4
356.3
677.0
22.0

294.2
583.3
264.2
268.4
556.6

18.6

181.6 
368.9 
183.7
179.1
298.0 

12.0

105.3
214.9
94.6
90.8

147.6
3.8

—WO— 
100.3 
200.4
90.7 
96.2 

184.5
5.3

29.8
54.8
29.9 
35.1
62.9 
•0.9

9.8 
13.6 
11.3
9.5 

22.1
3.9

14.0
35.0
14.7
18.0
28.9
2.2

1,145.9 
2.265.3
1,046.7
1,053.3
1,977.5

68.7

2.tn.9 l,9S5.3 1.223.4 637.0 677.3 213.3 70.2 112.9 7.337.3

FEMALES

528.4
968.4
373.1
302.5
465.4

17.7

391.0
698.4
256.1
266.3
383.4

11.0

248.8
426.9
188.7
139.6
206.6

6.8

145.3
235.2
93.9
80.1

112.8 
•2.2

—WO— 
129.6 
222.2
88.3 
94.5 

125.1
5.4

45.1
69.8
28.2
33.5
37.7

11.6 
18.9
8.6 
8.5

12.6 
3.2

25.8 
41.6 
18 4 
14.5
14.0 
3.2

1,525.7
2,681.2
1,055.4

939.6
1,357.6

50.0

2.65S.4 2.006.2 1.217.4 669.5 665.2 214.9 63.3 117.5 7.609.5

PERSONS

2 weeks ago or less 
More than 2 weeks to 3 months 
More than 3 months to 6 monihs 
More than 6 months to 12 months 
More than 12 months ago 
Never/don'i know

261.5 
429.7
180.7
141.2 
115.9
45.7

298.4
662.9
424.7
444.2
711.4

27.4

374.4
791.0
408.8
374.4
624.3

15.0

—WO— 
724.1 

1,394.2 
639.3 
641.1

1,098.8 
16.6

Total

565.6 
1,038.8

340.7
310.1
626.6

12.0

427.4
629.9
107.9
81.9

158.0 
•1.9

2,671.6
4.946.5
2,102.0
1,992.9
3,335.1

118.7

2 weeks ago or less 
More than 2 weeks to 3 months 
More than 3 months to 6 months 
More than 6 months to 12 months 
More than 12 months ago 
Never/don'i know

939.3
1.762.9

730.4
658.8

1,142.3
39.6

685.2
1,281.6

520.4
534.7
940.0
29.6

430.4
795.8
372.4
318.7
504.6

18.9

250.6 
450.1
188.6
170.9
260.4

6.0

—WO— 
230.0 
422.5 
179.0 
190.7 
309.6

10.7

74.9
124.6
58.2
68.6

100.6
•1.4

21.4 
32.4 
20.0
18.0 
34.7

7.1

39.8
76.6
33.1
32.5
42.9

5.4

2.671.6
4,946.5
2,102.0
1,992.9
3,335.1

118.7

Tout 5473J 2«440J 1336.5 1343.5 431.4 133.4 230.4 15,166.9

1.174.6 2,509.« 23U.« 4,514.1 2,914.1 >,407.1 15,100.9

2 weeks ago or less
More than 2 weeks to 3 monihs 
More than 3 months to 6 months 
More than 6 months to 12 months
More than 12 monihs 
Never/don'i know

ago

22.3
36.6
15.4
12.0
9.9
3.9

116 
25.8 
16.5
17.3 
27.7

1.1

14.5
30.6
15.8
14.5
24.1
0.6

—per cent— 
16.0 
30.9 
14.2 
14.2 
24.3
0.4

Total

20.1
35.6
11.7
10.6
21.5
0.4

30.4
44.8

5.8
11.2 
•0.1

17.6 
32.6 
13.9
13.1
22.0 
0.8

2 weeks ago or less
More than 2 weeks to 3 months 
More than 3 months to 6 monihs 
More than 6 months to 12 months 
More than 12 months ago 
Never/don'i know

Totol

100.0 100.0 IM.O 100.0 IM.O IM.O IM.O

17.8
33.4
13.9
12.5
21.7 
0.8

17.2
32.1
13.0
13.4
23.5
0.7

17.6 
32.6 
15.3
13.1
20.7 
0.8

18.9 
33.9
14.2 
12.9
19.6 
0.5

—per cent— 
17.1 
31.5 
13.3 
14.2 
23.1
0.8

17.5 
29.1
13.6 
16.0
23.5 
•0.3

16.0 
24.3 
15.U 
13.5
26.0 

5.3

17.3
33.2
14.4
14.1
18.6
2.4

17.6
32.6
13.9
13.1
22.0 
0.8

100.0 IM.O 100.0 100.0 IM.O IM.O IM.O 100.0 IM.O

I
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TABLE 11. PERSONS WHO HAD THEIR MOST RECENT DOCTOR CONSULTATION DURING THE TWO 
WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: NUMBER OF CONSULTATIONS BY SEX. AUSTRALIA. 1983 

(WO)

Number of comutiaiions

I 2 3 S or more Total

1

23

TABLE 12. PERSONS WHO HAD THEIR MOST RECENT DOCTOR CONSULTATION DURING THE TWO WEEKS 
PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: PLACE OF MOST RECENT CONSULTATION BY SEX 
 STATES AND TERRITORIES. 1983

Place of most 
recent consultation N.S. IF. r/f. Qld S.A. W.A. Tax. N.T. A.C.T. Australia

MALES

Males 
Females

888.9
1.180.8

196.3
263.7

39.4
51.4

11.8
17.7

9.4
111

1.145.9
1.525.7

Person* 2,M9.7 460.0 M.I 29.5 214 M7t.*

Outpatient or emergency section ofa 
hospital

Doctor^ office or surgery
Own home
School, work or other clinic
Over the phone or through someone 

else

—TWO—

CHART J. PERSONS WHO HAD THEIR MOST RECENT DOCTOR CONSULTATION DURINC THE TWO WEEKS 
PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: NUMBER OF CONSULTATIONS. AUSTRALIA. 1B03 

(PERCCNTACC DISTRIBUTION)

Total

I CONSULTATION 
77. 47H

Outpatient or emergency section of a 
hospital

Doctor' oflice or surgery
Own home
School, work or other clinic
Over the phone or through someone 

else

Total

>2 CONSULTATIONS
5. SIH

Outpatient or emergency section of a 
hospital

Doctor's office or surgery
Own home
School, work or other clinic
Over the phone or through someone 

else

Total

2 CONSULTATIONS 
17. 2 2M Outpatient or emergency section of a 

hospital
Doctor's office or surgery
Own home
School, work or other clinic
Over the phone or through someone 

else

Total

31.3
356.4

13.1 
•6.2

34.2 
242.0

10.4 
•6.2

31.6 
141.4
•3.8 
•3.5

8.5
88.7
3.2
3.9

13.6
82.6
•1.9
•1.7

11
25.1
•1.2
•0.6

7.9
•0.7 
117

123.9
957.4

33.7
22.7

•3.8 •1.0 8.1

4I0.B

35.2 
456.3

27.4 
•3.7

•5.9

524.4

66.5 
8117
40.4

9.9

9.8

9394

7.1
86.5
4.3
1.1

1.0

100.0

294.2

29.4 
3316

15.9
8.6

1.5

391.0

63.6
514.6
26.3
14.8

68SJ

9.3 
83.9

3.8 
12

•0.9

100.0

141.6 105.3 100.3 29.4 9.4 14.0 1.145.9

FEMALES

—WO—

34.4
200.6

6.8
6.3

244.4

PERSONS

66.0
342.0

10.6
9.8

•1.9

430.4

15.3
79.5
15
13

•0.5

100.0

9.6
122.6

8.7 
•2.8

11.5 
110.8

3.8 
•II

•1.6 
39.9
2.4 

•1.2

•1.3 
8.1

•0.9 
•1.2

•1.4
23.1
•0.8

124.5
1,294.0

66.6
26.4

•1.6 •1.4 14.4

145.3 129.6 45.! 11.6 25.4 1.525.7

—WO—

18.1
211.3

11.9
6.7

250.6

7.2
84.3

li

•1.0

100.0

25.2
193.4

5.1
3.8

230.0

—per ceni­

10.9
84.1
15
1.6

•0.9

100.0

3.8
65.6

3.5 
•1.7

3.1 
16.0 
•0.9 
•1.5

•II 
35.9 
•1.0 
•0.9

248.4
2,251.4 

100.3
49.1

22.5

74.9 21.4 39.8 2,6714

5.0 
87.5
4.7 

•2.3

14.3
74.6
•4.2
•6.8

•5.3 
90.0
•14
•2.3

9.3
84.3

3.8
1.8

0.8

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

¡
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TABLE 13. PERSONS WHO HAO THEIR MOST RECENT DOCTOR CONSULTATION DURING THE TWO 
INTERVIEW: REASON(SMa) FOR MOST RECENT CONSULTATION BY AGE AND SEX 

AUSTRALIA, 1983
(TN)

truup (years}

WEEKS PRIOR TO CHART K. PERSONS 3fHO HAD THEIR MOST RECENT DOCTOR CONSULTATION DURING THE TWO WEEKS 
PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: REAS0N(S)(a) FOR MOST RECENT CONSULTATION, AUSTRAUA, 10B3

Sex

lieason(sKa) for most recent 
consultation Under J s-ie l5-2e 2S-de d5-6e

65 and 
over Maks Femaks Persons

NERVES. TENSION

Illness conditions
Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic 

diseases
Mental disorders

Nerves, tension, depression, etc.

•1.8 •1.5
•4.0
•1.9

BRONCHITIS

10.0 
7.9

19.7
36.1
30.9

24.5
29.3
26.4

23.1
15.3
14.6

31.7
35.1
27.4

41.2
59.6
54.3

72.9
96.1
81.7

INJURIES

Nervous system and sense organs 
Other diseases of the eyefb)

32.2 
l.b

46.0 
8.6

28.3 
99

57.8
14.6

50.3
20.0

29.8
12.6

106.1
34.5

138.4 
38.8

244.5
73.3

ARTHRITIS

Circulatory system 
Hypertension 
Heart disease

•1.6

•1.6

•1.6 40.9
22.0

132.9
86.5
35.9

154.2
92.1
62.0

136.9
69.6
57.9

198.7
133.6
50.7

335.6 
203.2
108.7

HYPERTENSION

Respiratory system 
Acute nasopharyngitis 
Influenza
Bronchitis, emphysema

117.7
38.1
18.4
13.4

118.3
21.7
19.2
11.4

77.7
10.2
25.1
6.5

141.0
15.5
55.3
12.3

82.6
1.6

25.1
16.9

54.3
6.4

11.8
16.5

278.6
43.5
74.1
40.3

313.0
56.0
81.4
36.4

591.6
99.4

155.4
76.7

CHECX-UP

COMMON COLO

Digestive system 
Genito-urinary system 
Skin and subcutaneous tissue 
Musculoskeletal system, etc.

Arthritis 
Back trouble (unspecificdKc)

21.1
•4.6
22.9

12.8
7.0

20.4 
11.7

19.1
19.4
32.9
29.9

•1.6 7.6

36.5
49.9
39.1
81.7
12.4
21.5

41.0
21.2
25.9

113.6
46.7
23.0

29.8 
16.0 
20.6 
12.1
41.1 

6.8

77.2
22.7
73.6

152.2
38.1
38.0

83.2
98.4
88.2

160.9
62.6
28.4

160.3 
121.1
161.8 
313.1
100.7 
66.5

HEART DISEASE

INFLUENZA

Other specified conditions 
Injuries

31.7
15.1

55.2
34.9

70.2 
48.7

89.3 
59.0

66.5
35.0

36.9 
II.O

188 6 
127.2

161.3
76.5

349 8 
203.7

PREGNANCY SUP.

Symptoms and ill-defined conditions 25.3 20..1 23.0 46.5 33.6 20.4 72.9 98.2 171.1
PERSONS

1
JOOOOO

Total persons consulting a doctor 
for illness conditions(dj 237.« 2gJ.S 299.5 593.9 54/. 2 3U.5 1.059.6 1.215.5 2.3eS.2

Other reasons
Check-up
Pregnancy supervision 
Immunisation

9.1 6.7

13.8 •5.8

18.9 
36.2
•5.3

3».l 
60.2 
•3.1

36.6 35.3 59.5

6.6 •3.6 16.6

85.9
96.4
21.6

145.4
96.4
38.2

Total persons consulting a doctor 
for other reasonsid) 25.3 16.3

(a) Ten most frequentl; reported reaeona for moat recent doctor conaultation. 
Note. Each person ma; have reported more than one reaaon and, therefore, may appear 
in a number of categories but only once srithin each category.

7i.3 135.2 52.4 45.4 94.9 25Í.I 353.0

Total persons consuhing a 
doetorfd) 261.5 298.4 374.4 724.1 585.8 427.4 1,145.9 1325.7 237; .4
(11 W hile 111 reasons for consuliing a doctor were coded to a list of 92 selected conditions, symptoms, ireatmcnts and other reasons, only an abbreviated version of the 

!lnm’sA*.“i^fm ~ ' 'r ‘ • consultation withe doctor, the 11 broad Ulnest groupt plus the 10 awat frequently reported individual
illnetm and. for other rasons for consulting a doctor, the 3 most frequently reported reasons, (b) Eicludes compleu or partial Mindneas. (c| Includes backache back 

disorders of the inlervenebral due. (dl Each person may have reponed m ..re than one reason lot consuliing a doctor: therefore
'7 it' do not add IO the total number of persons consuhing a doctor for ilincu coi ditiont. and the louis for illne^ndilions and other

reSftOnS do not *dd to the lot*l nufnitir of wnMne «wncnltiaaa u atruMenr

pain, bad hack. esc. : eadudes sciatica and disorders of the inlervenebral disc.

reasons do not add to the total number of persons consulting a doctor.
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SECTION 4. DENTAL CONSULTATIONS TABLE IS. PERSONS AGED 2 YEARS AND OVER: PERIOD SINCE MOST RECENT DENTAL CONSULTATION, 
STATES AND TERRITORIES, 1983

TABLE 14. PERSONS AGED 2 YEARS AND OVER: PERIOD SINCE MOST RECENT DENTAL CONSULTATION 
BY AGE BY SEX, AUSTRALIA, 1983

Period since most recent 
dental consultation N.S. P'ic. Qld W.A. Tai. A'.r A.C.T. Ausiraiia

gf^oup (years)

Period since most recent 
dental consultation 2-4 S-14 /5-24 25-44 45-Ó4

63 and 
over Total

MALES

2 weeks ago or less
More than 2 weeks to 3 months 
More than 3 months to 6 months 
More than 6 months to 12 months 
More than 12 months to 2 years 
More than 2 years ago 
Never/don'i know

233.8
595.7
579.8
873.7
794.3

1.706.8
322.2

187.0
504.1
472.9
637.8
517.6

1.356.9
194.2

138.3 
293.5 
336.3 
400.1
330.5 
756.0 
105.6

75.1 
192.8 
189.9
218.7 
170.3
401.9

39.4

— TOO- 
n.n 

174.5 
166.5 
209.3 
182-7 
428.6

58.1

18.7
44.9
48.4
62.8
55.4

167.6
16.4

9.1 
14.5 
22.4 
29.1 
19.0 
27.2
6.8

14.8
36.6
37.2
48.6
25.1
46.7
13.1

754.7
1.856.5
1.853.4
2.480.7
2.094.9
4.891.8

755.9

2 weeks ago or less
More than 2 weeks to 3 months 
More than 3 months to 6 months 
More than 6 months to 12 months 
More than 12 months to 2 years 
More than 2 years ago 
Never/don'i know

11.3
22.8
26.0
19.6
15.8 
•2.8

257.7

115.1
289.6
300.9
310.8
128.9
71.4
96.3

51.9
146.3
154.7
238.8
263.9
431.9

16.6

—TOO—
88.9

244.9
233.2
382.1
414.2
887.9

19.2

58.0 
139.5 
110.5 
194.9 
187.8 
762.1

8.3

22.4
41.8
31.0
48.7
61.1

399.0
•2.6

347.4
184.9
156.1

1.195.0
1.071.7
2,555.1

400.7

Total S,106.4 3470.6 2300J 1411.1 14»7.6 414.1 121.7 222.0 144171

Total J 55.9 1,313.0 1.304.0 2.270.3 1.461.0 606.7 7.310.9

2 weeks ago or less 
More than 2 weeks to 3 months 
More than 3 months to 6 months 
More than 6 months to 12 months 
Morr than 12 months to 2 years 
More than 2 years ago 
Never, don't know

4.6
11.7
11.4
17.1
15.6
33.4
6.3

4.8
13.0 «
12.2
16.5
13.4
35.1

5.0

5.9 
12.4 
14.2 
17.0 
14.0 
32.0
4.5

5.8 
15.0 
14.7 
17.0 
13.2 
31.2

3.1

— per cent— 
6.0

13.4
12.8
16.1
14.1
33.0
4.5

4.5 
10.9 
11 1 
15.2 
13.4 
40.5

3.9

7.1
11.3
17.4
23.1
14.7
21.1

5.3

6.7 
16.5 
16.8
21.9 
11.3 
21.0

5.9

5.1
12.6
12.6
16.9
14.3
33.3

5 1

FEMALES
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

2 weeks ago or less
More than 2 weeks to 3 months 
More than 3 months to 6 months 
More than 6 months to 12 months 
More than 12 months to 2 years 
More than 2 years ago
Never/don't know

6.9
23.6
30.5
23.2
11.8
•4.1

239.5

123.4
300.3
290.8
292.1
104.7
64.2
80.5

71.3 
193.3
197.4 
280 1
233.6
295.8

12.6

—TOO—
122.8
280.3
312.8
438.6
411.6
665.5

12.1

60.4
134.2
125.3
192.3
196.3
738.4 
•6.0

22.4
39.9
40.5
59.3
65.2

568.8 
•4.3

407.2
971.7
997.2

1415.7
1.023.3
2.336.7

355.2

CHART L PERSONS AGED TWO YEARS AND OVER WHO HAD THEIR MOST RECENT DENTAL CONSULTATION 
DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: NUMBER OF CONSULTATIONS. AUSTRALIA, 1983

(PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION)

Total 339.7 1.256.0 1.294.0 2.243.9 1.453.0 900.3 7,376.9

PERSONS

2 weeks ago or less
More than 2 weeks to 3 months 
More than 3 months to 6 months 
More than 6 months to 12 months 
More than 12 months to 2 years 
More than 2 years ago 
Never/don'i know

18.2
46.4
56.4
42.8
27.6
6.9

497.2

238.4
589.8
591.7
603.0
233.6
135.7
176.8

123.2
339.5
352.0
518.9
497.4
727.6

29.2

—TOO— 
211.6 
525.2 
546.0 
820.8 
825.8

1.553.4 
31.3

118.4
273.7
235.7
387.2
384.1

1.5004
14.4

44.8
81.8
71.4

108.0
126.4
967.8

7.0

754.7
1456.5 
1453.4 
2,480.7 
2.094.9
4.891.8 

755.9

1 CONSULTATION
8 0. 4 IK

Total 605.6 2360.0 2,511.0 4314.1 2,014.0 1407.1 14,6174

2 weeks ago or less
More than 2 weeks to 3 months 
More than 3 months to 6 months 
More than 6 months to 12 months 
More than 12 months to 2 years 
More than 2 years ago 
Never/ don't know

2.6
6.7
8.1
6.1
4.0
1.0

71.5

9.3 
23.0 
23.0 
23.5
9.1 
5.3
6.9

4.8 
13.1 
13.6
20.1 
19.2
28 I

1.1

—per cent—

11.6
12.1
18 2
18.3
34.4
0.7

4.1
9.4
8.1

13.3
13.2
51.5
0.5

3.2
5.8
5.1

9.0
68.8
0.5

5.1
12.6
12.6
16.9
14.3
33.3

5.1

>2 CONSULTATIONS 
4. 17M

2 CONSULTATIONS 
IS. 4 2K

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 IM.O 100.0

TABLE 16. PERSONS AGED 2 YEARS AND OVER WHO HAD THEIR MOST RECENT DENTAL CONSULTATION DURING THE TW O 
WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: NUMBER OF CONSULTATIONS BY SEX, AUSTRALIA, 1983 

(TOO)

Number of consultations

2 3 5 or more Total

Males
Females

282.3
324.5

52.0
64.4

9.7
11.7

•2.1
•3.9 *2.%

347.4
407.2

Penoiw 0064 116.4 214 754.7
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TABLE 17. PERSONS AGED J YEARS AND OVER WHO HAO THEIR MOST RECENT DENTAL 
CONSULTATION DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW; TVPE(S> OF TREATMENT 

RECEIVED!«) BY ACE BY SEX, AUSTRALIA. 1*11
(IH)

CHART U. PERSONS AGED TWO YEARS AND OVER WHO HAD TBEIR MOST RECENT DENTAL CONSULTATION 
DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: TYPE(S) OF TREATMENT R£CEIVED(a), AUSTRALIA. 1B83

Xfe group (ytors)

Typr(s) cf ireaimaru 
rrceiiTdla) 2-4 5-14 15-24 25-44 45-64

65 and 
ovar Total BXTRACTION

MALES

Dental filling 
Teeth extracted 
Dental x-ray 
Teeth cleaned or polished 
Fluoride treatment 
Dentures fitted 
Dentures repaired 
Braces fitted 
Dental 'heck-up 
Other treatment

•2.8

•2.0
•2.0

•5.9

Toial(b) 11.3

26.0 
9.5

20.5
22.8

11.7
55.1
8.4

115.1

FEMALES

19.7

10.2
14.3

7.1
10.5
6.8

51.9

44.1
7.7

19.1
27.6
9.6

•2.5 
•3.0

28.2 
6.4
8.6 

118 
•2.3 
•6.0 
•4.9

10.0
•2.2
•2.4

*3.5
•4.1

18.2

M.9

6.6

56.0

•1.9

22.4

130.7
31.3
48.1
85.0
42.8
12.4
12.4
19.4
98.2
30.2

DBNTAL X-RAY

TEtTH CLEANED

FLUORIDE

FILLING

DENTURES FITTED

Dental filling 
Teeth extracted 
Dental x-ray 
Teeth cleaned or polished 
Fluoride treatment 
Dentures fitted 
Dentures repaired 
Braces fitted 
Dental check-up 
Other treatment

Toial(h)

Dental filling 
Teeth extracted 
Dental x-ray 
Teeth cleaned or polished 
Fluoride treatment 
Dentures fitted 
Dentures repaired 
Braces fitted 
Dental check-up 
Other treatment

Totalfb)

•4.3

6.9

1.2

•2.6
•2.2

10.2

18.2

34.7
8.6
9.9

27.9
21.2

19.0
46.4

7.5

123.4

PERSONS

6O.b 
18.0 
17.3 
48.4 
44.1

30.8
101.5

15.9

238.4

30.3
8.1

17.5
14.9
6.2

6.4
16.0
7.5

7IJ

50.0 
13.3 
27.7 
29.2
II.I

13.5
26.5
14.3

I23J

61.0

17.4
34.4
•5.8
6.7

•4.0

23.8
18.5

¡22.9

105.1
15.4
36.5
62.0
15.4
9.2
7.0

42.0
26.8

211.6

(a) Includci ireaimenB received at all dental consultaiiont which look place during the iwo weeks prior lo inten iew 
b pc of ireatmeni and . therefore, components do not add to totals.

23.5

•5.6 
16.2 
•3.5
8.9 
6.9

9.7
8.7

60.4

51.7 
105 
14.2 
28.9 
•5.8
14.9 
11.8

16.3
13.8

118.4

8.4

•5.1

6.3 
•2.1

•2.7
•2.0

22.4

18.4

•4.3
13.0
•2.1
9.8

•6.2

•4.6
•3.0

DENTURES REPAIR
159.3
29.3
52,3
99.1
38.0
22.6
13.8
26.6

102.9

407.2

290.0
60.6

100.4
184.2
80.8
35.1
26.3
46.0

201.1
74.9

1S4.1

(b) Each penon may have received more (han one

•RACES FITTED

CHECK-UF

OTHER

PERSONS

(a) Includea treatments received at all dental coneultationa which took place
during the two weeks prior to Interview.
Note. Each person may have received more than one type of treatment and. therefore, 
may appear In a number of categories but only once within each category.
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SECTION 5. CONSULTATIONS WITH OTHER HEALTH PROFESSIONALS

CHART N. PERSONS WHO HAD THEffi MOST RECENT CONSULTATION WITH AN OTHER HEALTH 
PROFESSIONAI/OHP) DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: TYPE(S) OF HEALTH PROFESSIONAUa) 

BY SEX. AUSTRALIA, 1003

TABLE 11. PERSONS WHO HAD THEIR MOST RECENT CONSULTATION WITH AN OTHER HEALTH 
PROFESSIONAL (OHP) DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: TVPE(S) OF HEALTH 

PROFESSIONAM.) BV AGE BY SEX, 
AUSTRALIA. IMl

Xfi group (yfors)

TYPE OF OHP

CHEMIST

OPTICIAN

PHYSIOTHERAPI ST

PSYCHOLOGIST

SOCIAL WORKER

PODIATR I ST

BABY HLTH NURSE

SCHOOL NURSE

DISTRICT NURSE

CHIROPRACTOR

OSTEOPATH Ii
NATUROPATH

HERBALIST

ACUPUNCTURIST

r
2 0 2 S

PER CENT OF MALE/FEMALE POPULATION

MALES DCJd FEMALES

(a) Includes all consultationa which took place during the two weeks prior to interview. 
Note. Each person may have consulted more than one tjpe of OHP and. therefore, maj 
appear in a number of categories but only once within each category.

Typt(s) of health profe5sional(a) Under S 5’N 15-24 25-44 45-64
65 and 

over Total

MALES

Chemist
Optician or optometrist 
Physiotherapist 
Psychologist
Social worker or welfare officer 
Chiropodist or podiatrist

' Baby health nurse 
School nurse 
District, home ur community nurse 
Chiropractor
Osteopath 
Naturopath 
Herbalist 
Acupuncturist

Total males consulting an OHP(b)

Chemist
Optician or optometrist 
Physiotherapist 
Psychologist 
Social worker or welfare officer 
Chiropodist or podiatrist 
Baby health nurse 
School nurse 
District, home or community nurse 
Chiropractor 
Osteopath 
Naturopath 
Herbalist 
Acupuncturist

Total females consulting an OHP(b)

Chemist
Optician or optometrist 
Physiotherapist 
Psychologist 
Social worker or welfare officer 
Chiropodist or podiatrist 
Baby health nurse 
School nurse
District, home or community nurse 
Chiropractor 
Osteopath 
Naturopath 
Herbalist 
Acupuncturist

Total penonc comohing an OH^b)

Total pcnom

•2.1
•3.8

33.9
•3.1
•5.0

•2.2

8.3

•2.8

•2.7
•1.8

62.0

40.6

9.6

•2.7

57.0

85.1
•2.8
•6.1

17.9

7.3

•5.5

118.9

1,1743

•2.4
•2.5
7.6

•2.0

58.0

FEMALES

31.6 
•5.7 
•5.4

*2.5
•2.1

7.0

59.4

PERSONS

65.6 
8.9

10.4 
•1.9 
•3.2

1.9

14.7

7.2
•1.5

118.2

2369.8

29.0
•5.3 
16.5

•2.4
15.9
•1.7

71.8

56.1
6.8
9.9

•1.9
•3.0

•4.2
14.2

•5.C

98.9

85.1 
12.1
26.4 
•2.1
•3.5 
•1.6

6.6
30.1
•2.6

•2.6
•3.9

178.7

2388.8
For footnote* see end of table.

— WO— 
39.8 
•6.1 
21.0

•2.0

•3.3
37.8
•4.9
•5.5

•5.8

121.4

—WO—
65.6

9.7
21.0
•3.7
•3.0
•4.0

•6.1
42.1

12.3
•6.1
10.9

172.2

-WO— 
105.4

15.8
42.0

8.1
•5.0
•4.3

9.4
79.9
9.3

17.9
7.2

16.7

293.7

4.314.1

18.8
9.6

18.2

•3.6
•5.5
9.2

•2.0
•3.2

•3.5
20.8

•3.2

77.6

24.3
9.0

18.4

•5.6

•4.9
28.3
•2.7
•6.2

1.1

103.5

43.1
18.7
36.5

•2.6
8.7

8.4 
49.0 
•3.7
6.8 

•5.4
7.2

181.1

2,914.8

9.9

•1.7

37.9

7.7
7.9

11.1

•2.5
9.3

I7.I
•4.2

•3.9

58.8

11.2
13.5
20.3

•3.1
13.5

27.0
8.6

•1.5

•5.5

96J

1,487.1

169.6 
31.6
73.7 
•6.0

7.8
8.6
8.5 

•2.7 
24.5 
86.6
9.7 

14.1 
•5.8 
12.2

429.5

225.9 
40.0
68.0

7.7 
10.3 
21.4
9.6 

•2.9 
38.9 
96.3

8.9 
32.5 
14.1 
21.6

549.9

395.5 
71.6

141.7 
13.6
18.1 
29.9
I8.I 
•5.6 
63.4 

182.9
18.6 
46.6
19.8 
33.8

979.4

15,166.9
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TABLE 18. PERSONS WHO HAD THEIR MOST RECENT CONSULTATION WITH AN OTHER HEALTH 
PROFESSIONAL (OHP) DURINC THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW. TyPE(S) OF HEA^LTH 

PROFESSlONAMa) BY ACE BY SEX, 
AUSTRALIA, IM3—continued

TABLE 28. PERSONS WHO HAD THEIR MOST RECENT CONSULTATION WITH AN OTHER HEALTH 
PROFESSIONAL (OHP) DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: TYPE<S) OF HEALTH 

PROFESSlONAMa), STATES AND TERRITORIES. 1913

Age group (years)
Typf(i) of health profetsional(a) N.S. H'. k’ie. Q/â H'.Â. Taj. N.T A.C.T. Auitraha

Type(s) of health profes5ional(a) Under 5 S-N ¡5‘24 25-44 45-64
65 artd 

over Total

P E RSONS —continued

Chemist
Optician or optometrist 
Physiotherapist 
Psychologist
Social worker or welfare officer
Chiropodist or podiatrist
Baby health nurse
School nurse
DiKirict. home or community nurse 
Chiropractor 
Osteopath 
Naturopath 
Herbalist
Acupuncturist

7.2
•0.2
•0.5

2.6
0.3
0.4

•0.1
•0.1

1.5

0.6

•0.5
•0.2

Total persons consultine OHP(b) 10.1

Total persons 100.0

•0.2
•0.2
0.6

0.3
•0.1

4.0

100.0

(a) includes all consuluiions which look place during the (wo week» prior lo interview 
componeniv do not add to lotaU (c) Less than 0.05.

3.3
0.5
1.0

•0.1
•0.1
•0.1

0.3
1.2

•0.1 
0.3

•0.1
•0.2

IM.O

—per cent— 
2.3 
0.3 
0.9 
0.2

•0.1 
•0.1

0.2 
1.8
0.2 
0.4 
0.2
0.4

03

100.0

1.5 
0.6 
1.3

0.8
1.0
1.4

•0.1 
0.3

0.3
1.7

•0.1
0.2

•0.2
0.2

100.0

•0.2
1.0

1.9
0.6

•0.1
•0.1

•0.4

2.6 
0.5 
0.9 
0.1 
0.1 
0.2 
0.1 
(c) 
0.4
1.2 
0.1 
0.3 
0.1 
0.2

0.5

Chemift
Optician or optometrist 
Physiotherapist 
Psychologist 
Social worker or welfare officer 
Chiropodist or podiatrist 
Baby health nurse 
School nurse
District, home or community nurse 
Chiropractor 
Osteopath 
Naturopath 
Herbalist 
Acupuncturist

Total person« comvlting aa OHP(b>

Total person«

100.0 100.0

i b) Each person may have consulted more tha jne type of OH P and. tkerefore.

" RECENT CONSULTATION WITH AN OTHER
HEALTH PROFESSIONAL (OHP) DURING THE TW'O WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW* FIVE MOST 

FREOLENTLV CONSULTED OHP. BY NUMBER OF CONSULTAnONrAUSTRAilTlW

(«00)

Number of consultations

Type(s) of health professional(a) 2 3 or more Total
Chemist
Chiropractor 
Physiotherapist 
Optician or optometrist 
District, home or community nurse

365.2
133.0
46.9
64.3
29.4

29.0
32.8
34.5
6.9

10.9

17.1
60.3

(a) Each person may have consulted more than one type of health professional
23.0

395.5 
182.9 
I4I.7
71.6 
63.4

132.5
27.4
42.1
•3.2
•3.2
9.1
8.9

99.5
15.6
36.4 
•3.6
•5.8

8.7
•4.5

19.0

11.6
13.6
9.3

13.2

16.2 
62.3 
•4.5
14.4 
•6.5 
•6.9

71.2 
13.7
18.1 
•3.0 
•2.7

•1.8 
•1.6
8.0

31.5

9.8
•1.8
5.7

305.2 205.0 lOlJ

54733 3,9913 2,440J

32.5
4.0

23.2
•1.4
•2.4

•I.I 
•I.I

6.1
23.8

•2.1

•2.0

13203

—WO-
36.4

7.8
12.7 
•1.6
•2.9
•3.1
•1.2

1.9
16.8
•1.2
3.9

•1.0
4.0

95.0

13423

7.4
2.3
5.0

t 8 9.3
•0.7

3.4

•0.6
•1.2

2.9
•1.3

•1.7

•I.I

22J

421.4

•I 7 
•1.8

12.0

133.4

•1.6
•1.2

•1.0

IM

230.4

Chemist
Optician or optometrist 
Physiotherapist 
Psychologist 
Social worker or welfare officer 
Chiropodist or podiatrist 
Baby health nurse 
School nurse
District, home or community nurse 
Chiropractor 
Osteopath 
Naturopath 
Herbalist 
Acupuncturist

Total persons consalting aa OHP(b)

Total persons

2.5 
0.5 
0.8

•0.1
•0.1
0.2 
0.2

2.5 
04
0.9 

•0.1 
•O.I
0.2 

•0.1

0.4
0.8
0.2
0.3 
0.2 
0.2

53

100.0

0.4
1.6

•0.1 
0.4

•0.2
•0.2

2.9 
0.6 
0.7

•0.1
•0.1
•0.1
•0.1
•0.1
0.3
1.3

0.4
•0.1
0.2

03

100.0 100.0

(a) Includes all consuliatioiu which took plac«dunn( thciwo«-ecks prior to inters le*.
components do not add to totals. (c) Less than 0.05.

2.5 
0.3
1.7 

•0.1 
•0.2
0.3 

•0.1 
•0.1
0.5
1.8

•0.2

•0.2

IS

—per cent — 
2.7
0.6 
0.9

•0 I 
•0.2
•0.2
•0.1

0.6
1.3 

•0.1
0.3

•0 1
0.3

7.Í

100.0

1.7
0.5
1.2

5 1 4.0
•0.3

1.5

•0.1
•0.3

0.7
•0.3

•0.4

•0.3

53

100.0

•1.3
•1.4

•0.7
•0.5

•0.5

100.0 100.0

395.5 
71.6

141.7 
13.6 
IS. I
29.9 
18.1 
•56
63.4

182.9 
18.6 
46.6
19.8
33.8

979.4

15,100.9

2.6 
0.5 
0.9 
0.1 
0.1
0.2 
0.1 
(c) 
0.4
1.2 
0.1 
0.3 
0.1 
0.2

0.5

100.0

(b) Each person may have consuhed mcHcthan one type of OHP and. therefore.

I J
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SECTION i. REDUCED ACTIVITY

TABLE 21. PERSONS AGED 2 YEARS AND OVER WHO HAO ONE OR MORE DAYS OF REDUCED ACTIVITY 
DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: TYPE(S) OF REDUCED ACTIVITY BY 

NUMBER OF DAYS BY ACE AND SEX, AUSTRALIA, IM3

TABLE 22. PERSONS AGED 2 YEARS AND OVER WHO HAD ONE OR MORE DAYS OF REDUCED 
ACTIVITY DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: TVPE(S) OF REDUCED ACTIVITY BY 

NUMBER OF DAYS, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 1983

Number of days N.S. IF. yk. Qld S.A. ir.A. Toi. N.T. Australia

Number of days 2-4 5-14

Age grot^ (years) Sex
DAYS IN HOSPITALS)

¡5-24 25-44 45-64
63 and 

ow ktaks Females Croons

DAYS IN HOSPlTAUa)

I day 
2-3 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

•4.9
9.1

16.4
10.9

•3.0
•5.7

7.1
•6.4

53

7.8
•3.4

3.8 
•1.7
5.4 

•2.6

—WO—
•3.5 

3.5

•1.3

•I.I
•0.»
•1.1
•0.8

22.1
26.0
42.6
26.3

I day 
2-3 days 
.4-7 days 
8-14 days

•1.5
•1.5

•2.1
•2.2
•2.8

•5.2
•3.6
•3.8
•2.6

6.7
2.0

16.4
6.2

—TOO—
•3.7

Total 41.3 22.2 21.0 13.6 12.7 3.9 •L6 116.9

Total 7.1 15.3 36.2

11.5
9.5

•2.9
•4.0
8.0 
b.2

8.9
11.9
16.6
14.3

13.2
14.1
26.0
12.0

22.1
26.0
42.6
26.3

DAYS IN BED (EXCLUDING HOSPITAL)

32.3 21.6 51.6 65.3 U6.9

DAYS IN BED (EXCLUDING HOSPITAL)

I day 
2-3 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

150.1
109.7
40.1
17.8

110.7
80.1
26.7
12.4

80.6 
SI.4
19.3

46.3
28.4
8.2
5.3

—WO—
48.3
28.7
6.2 

•3.0

8.6
6.3

•1.2
•1.3

5.1
•2.3
•1.2

7.8
4.9

•1.2
•0.8

457.5
311.8
104.0 
t2.6

1 day
2-.3 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

21.8
10.6
•1.7

Ilio
66.6 
16.4
•1.8

86.7 
36.2 
17.8
•1.9

144.9
84.9
28.5
10 4

—TOO—
72.4
57.7
24.5
15.6

Total 3t7.9 229.9 1590 M.2 96. t /7.3 9.0 14.7 921.0

Total 34.4 I9S.S 162.5 269.7 170.2

OF OTHER REDUCED ACTIVITY

I day 
2-3 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

8.4
17.6
8.0

•3.8

33.7
52.6
33.2
30.6

22.7
47.3
47.5
50.1

45.1
70.4
29.9

100.4

—TOO—
15.4
39.0
45.1
91.5

Total 37.9 150.2 ¡67.6 295.9 191.0

TOTAL REDUCED ACTlVITY(b)

I day 
2-.3 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

28.0
23.8
10.3
6.9

105.8
98.1
48.5
42.0

81 5
74.6
53.2
70.9

141.6
112.9
102.3
136.1

-ooo-
69.6
71.5
54.2

129.6

Total 99.( 294.5 280.1 493.0 325.0

Total persons aged 2 years and 
over 995.9 2.599.0 2.SU.0 4314.1 2.914.0

I day 
2-3 days 
4-7 days 
«-14 days

4.0
3.4
1.5
1.0

4.1
3.8
1.9
1.6

3.1
2.9
2.1
2.7

3.1
2.3
2.3
3.0

—per cent—
2.4
2.5
1.9

Total 113 104 10.9 113

Total pcraofu aged 2 yean and 
over iM.a IN.« IM.« IN.« IN.«
(s) Excludes persons who spent less than one day in hospiul during the two weeks prior to interview, 

reduced actisrity and. tbcnfon. components do not add to touts.

20.8
33.9
15.0 
n.7

190.8
134.7
43.2
24.3

266.8
177.1
60.8
23.3

457.5
311.8
104.0
47.6

DAYS OF OTHER REDUCED ACTIVITY

99.>

•4.6
12.4
18.0
49.5

94.5

22.0
34.0
27.0
81.0

194.0

1,407.1

1.6
2.4
1.9
5.8

11.7

IN.«

JW.O 529.0 921.0

I day 
2-3 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

Total

39.1
78.1 
n.9

111.4

33.0
55.2
51.4
77.1

22.0 
39.8 
40.3 
56 I

13.3
26.8
23.6
36.9

—WO—
17.3
29.1
27.4
30.2

•1.0
2.8
3.5
4.3

•1.8
•2.4
•2..3
3.3

2.3
3.0
3.4
6.1

129.9
239.2
231.9
326.0

306.5 2t6.7 ¡59.3 102.6 ¡04.6 11.6 9.9 16.9 926.9

68.4
107.5
108.1
145.8

61.5
131.7
123.7
180.2

129.9
239.2
231.9
326.0

TOTAL REDUCED ACrTIVITY(b)

429.9

202.8
186.7
130.6
214.9

735.0

7310.9

2.8
2.6
1.8
2.9

10.1

IN.«

497.!

245.7
22S.2
165.0
231.7

890.9

3.3
3.1
2.2
3.4

12.1

IN.«

926.9

448.5
414.9
295.6
466.6

1,925.9

14,987.8

3.1 
2.8
2.0 
3J

11.1

IN.I

(b) E.ch pcnon may have expenencad mon than one type of

I

I day 
2-3 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

Total

Total persons aged 
over

2 years and

149.3
134.6
107.5
161.7

SS3J

M09.4

109.5
113.3
02.2

108.0

398.9

3379.9

29.2
64.2
45.5
82.2

42.2
44.3
30.9
50.8

—WO—
47.9
39.0 ■
31.6
44.4

9.1
7.6 ..
5.4
6.8

3.6
4.2

•XI
5.0

7.7
7.6
5.4
2.2

448.5
414.9
295.6
466.6

271.1 192.9 21.9 14.9 T93 1A25.Ì

2390.3 U88.I 1497.9 414.1 128.7 222.0 I4AI7.8

I day 
2-.3 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

ToUl

Total persons aged 2 years and 
over

2.9
2.6
2.1
3.2

2.8
2.9
1.7
2.8

3.4
2.2
1.9
3.5

3.3
3.4
2.4
3.9

—per cent— 
3.7 
3.0 
2.4 
3.4

2.2
1.8
1.3
1.6

2.8
3.3

•1.6
3.9

3.5
3.4
2.4
3.5

3.1
2.8
2.0
3.2

104 193 II.5 13.1 12.9 11.9 12.8 11.1

100.0 190.0 100.0 100.0 190.9 100.0 190.0 190.0 100.0

(a) Eacludci penons who .pent les. than one day in hospital during the two weeks prior to interview, 
reduced activity and. therefore, components do not add to touts.

(b) Each penun may have cxpenenccd more ihan one type of
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TABLE 23. PERSONS AGED 2 YEARS AND OVER WHO HAU ONE OR MORE DAYS OF REDUCED 
AfTIVITV DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: TYPE(S) OF REDUCED ACTIVITY RY 

REASON(SM*) FOR REDUCED ACTIVITY, AUSTRALIA, IN]
 ■ (*»)

SECTION 7. DAYS AWAY FROM SCHOOL OR WORK

fiea$on(i)(a) for reduced activity
in 

hospitaKh)

Type(s) of reduced activity

TABLE M. STUDENTSIa) AGED 5 YEARS AND OVER WHO HAD ONE OR MORE DAVS AWAY FROM 
SCHOOL DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: NUMBER OF DAVS BY ACE BY SEX, 

AUSTRALIA, IMJ

in bed 
(excluding 

hospital)
ZJffys of other 

reduced activity

Ajte fi^oup (J rtfnj

Totat(c) Nurrtber of days S-¡4
Illness cundiiiun.s
Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic diseases 
Mental disorders
Nervous system and sense organs
Circulatory system

Heart disease

25 and ovet Total

Respiratory system 
Acuit nasopharyngitis 
Influenza
Bronchitis, emphysema

Digestive system
Other stomach disordered)

Genito-urinary system
Skin and subcutaneous tissue
Musculoskeletal system, etc.

Arthritis
Back trouble (unspecifiedXe)
Other musculoskeletal pain excluding back pain(f)

Other specified conditions 
Injuries

Symptoms and ill-dermcd conditions 
Virus

Total persons experiencing reduced activity becauxe of 
illness condiiions(g)

Other reasons
Pregnancy supervision
Coniravcp(ion(hl
Check-up (including dental)

Total persons experiencing reduced activity fur other reasons(g)

Total persons experiencin^ reduced activityd)

•1.8
•2.7
7.9

12.5 
•5 5

7.8 
13 7 
58.2 
38.0 
22.2

15.7
12.8
52.2 
50 9
27.5

23.1
25.0
99.8
84.1
45.7

MALES

95

13.9
•3.7

7.9

•2.5

26..3 
13.8

•3.9

/06.5

12.5
•1.6

¡6.9

116.9

391.8 
8K.6

IR4.9
29.8

239.3 
504
79.3 
28.1

536.0 
122 5 
219.5
49.1

I day
2-.3 days
4-7 days 

.8-14 days

80.4
5.3 I
18.9

1.3 9
6.2

— XKXl-
9A-I 
bii 3 
19.9 
•5..3

Tota! moles with day(s) away from school

Total male students

157.1 21.8 ¡80.:

1.313.0 J68.0 35.0 1.716 I

94 I 
40.5

35.9
9.0

94.1
2.3.0
37.0
11.9

71.4
42.2

121.2 
494

905.0

t4.6

¡7.3

921.0

84.1
25.9

160.7
59.6

FEMALES

30.4
20.0

176.5
28.1
53.3
42.7

172.2
139.2

68.7
28.2

900.5

22.9 
•1.5 
•1.7

27.7

926.9

63.2
28.6

242.1
46.4
77.9
50.8

227.0 
166.4

166.6 
6.3.2

1,582.1

39.2 
•2.3 
•2.1

48.4

1,625.6
u.cV.n ih. I.h k . J ’ »erecoded loa 1.« of 92 «Iccled conditions, rimplomí. Ireatmcnls and other reasons.only anabbrcsiatcd version of the listing is
used in this table l e lor illness conditions resu tingin reduced activity. the 11 broad illness groups plus the 10 most (requentl) reponed indis .dual tllnesKsand forolher 
m“" s aclis Ity. the .1 most frequently reponed reasons (b) Excludes persons whospenl less than one day in hospital during the tsvo svccks prior to inlersie»
(Cl tach person mil) hate experienced more than one type of reduced activity and. therefore, components do not add to totals . ■

crnia and consiipaiior (c| Includes backache, back pain, bad back, etc . excludes sciatica and disorders ol the intersertebral disc (f) Excludes anhhtis and 
rheumatism, (g) Each person mas have reponed more than one reason for reduced actisily; therefore, figuies for the 11 broad illness groups do not add to the total iiumher of 
persons cxpencneitig reduced activity because of illness conditions, and the totals for illness conditions and other reasons do not add to the total

■ -------------- • ------------ ..w. .wu .« iv»D. (d) Excludes diarrhoea, enteritis, ulcer,
(c) Includes back«che, back pain, bad back. etc,, excludes sciatica and disorders ol the intervertebral disc. * -

expcncncinp reduced activity (h) Excludes consumpiion oí binh control pills number of persons

I

i

I day 
2-.3 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

78.8 
5A.1
24.0 
•.3.0

17..3 
14,7 
•4.7

-XMX)-
•1.6 97.7 

70.0
29.3 
•3.«

Total females with dayis) away from school

Total female students

I day 
2-3 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

Total persons with 4ay(i) away from achool

Total atutlenls

I day
2-.3 days
4-7 days
8-14 days

Total persons with day(s) away from school

Total students

160.5 37.5 •2.8 200.8

1.256.0 361.5 77.7 1.605.2

PERSONS

1592
107.8
42,9

7.6

317.6

2,569.0

6,2
4.2
1.7
0..3

12.4

190.0

-VMK)-

20.9 
•5.7 
•1.5

59.3

729.5

— per ceni —

2 9 
•0.8 
•Ü.2

190.0

•1.9
•1.6

112.«

•1.7
•1.4

100.0

192 3
130 3
49,2

9.1

3«0.9

5 6
3.8
1.4
0..3

11.2

100.0

(a) Includes all persons ajted 5-14 years, all iull-timc siudenisaged 15 years and os er. and part-time siudenis aged 15 yearsand oser u ho did not base a job at the time of 
intervieu. excludes correspondence students aged 15 years and over
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TABLE IS. STUDENTSf«) AGED 5 YEARS AND OVER WHO HAD ONE OR MORE DAVS AWAY 
FROM SCHOOL DURING THE TWO WEEKS FRIOR TO INTERVIEW; NUMBER OF DAYS, 

STATES AND TERRITORIES, IM)

f»'.S. H. ht. Qld SA. ii'.A. Tas. N.T. Atutniia

I

39

TABLE 1*. STtOENTSI«) AGED 5 YEARS AND OVER WHO HAD ONE OR MORE DAVS AWAY 
FROM SCHOOL DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: REASON(SNb) FOR DAVS 

away by sex, AUSTRALIA, IMT
(*H)

f(tason{s)(b) jur days away Jrum sihwd

I day 
2-.^ davs 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

61 9
41.2
15.4

459 
360 
14.0 
•2.5

33.1
22.3

7.5

24.2 
1.14
5.5 

•13

-WO-
17.9
11.4
4.1 

•1.5

Malfs Frmalfs PffSitns

Total person« with day(s)away 
school

from
120.4 9t.4 44.1 44.4 54.9

Total student« 1,170.3 9119 541.7 2*1.9 309.1

3.7
3.0
20

2.9 2.7
2.3

5.7

?73 34.3 U.9

192.3
130.3
49.2

9.1

3M.9

3,4113

1 day 
2-3 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

5 .3
3.5
I..3

•0.2

50 
.1.9

6 1

•0.3
1.4

8.6
4.7
2.0

•0.5

- per cent—
S.H

I..3
•0.5

3.8 
II 
2.1

8.4
4.0

5.6
18
1.4
0.3

Total persons with day(s)away from 
school 10.3 10* 11.S IS.8 IIJ 11.1 5.1 11.2

Total students 1*0.0 1*0.0 IM.e IM.O IM.* IM.* 1**.* IM.*

(a) Includes all persons aged 5« 14 years, all full-time students aged 15 years and over, and part-time students aped IS years and over whodid not have a job at the lime of 
inicrMcu. excludes correspondence students aped IS scars and over.

I

I
1

Illness i onditirtns
Endocrine, nutritional aruJ metabolic diseases
Menial disorders
Nervous system and sense organs

Otitis media

Circulatory system
Respiratory system

Acute nasopharyngitis 
Influcnra
Bronchitis, emphysema 
Cough or sore throat

Digestive system 
Other stomach disordersfc)

Gcnito-urinary system 
Skin and subcutaneous tissue 
Musculoskeletal system, etc. 
Other specified conditions

Other infectious and parasitic discasesfd) 
Injuries

Symptoms and ill-defined conditions 
Headache—due to unspecified or trivial 
Virus

cause

Total per.\on5 with days away from school because of 
itlnes.s condiiion.sfej

Other reasons(e)

Total persons with days away from scliooKe)

11.4
•4.6

•17 
16 7
6.3

•2 2
2fc I
10 9

91.5 
32 4 
18.7 
•4.7
11.0

2.3 7
16 5

•1.5 
•3.2
•3 7 
27..3

7 9 
18 5

21.2
•5 1

8 8

180.2

180.2

102.7
35.5
26 9

13.4

21.7
14.1

9.2
8 0

•3 9
20 6

8 3
10.9

•4 2
9.2

200.1

3M.*

194 2
67 9
45 6
120
24 4

.30 6

10 7 
11.2
1 6 

al3! 
16 I 
29.4

45 5
9.3

18 0

38'<3

3*0 9
(«(Includesall pcrioiisaged 5-U>e.ri..ll(ull-linic.iudcnl.»p(t ISyeariindoser.and parl-limc tiudennaged 15year.and oser »hodid not haveijobal Ihetime of 

intervie., excludes correspondence student, aged 15 .uearx and over (bl Wb.le all reasons (or das. a.ay from .chool »ere coded lo a I... of 92 elected condii,ot.s, - - - l*rl "'^I'e nil reasons for das. auay fromichool ucrc coded to a hit of 92 «elected condinoiis
sympioms.ireatmcnuand other rcaYnn<.. only an sbbreviaird version of the listing is used in this table - .. .I e. for «lines', fondiiions result in; inda>sa«as from school, the 11z • ... , _ ' ..... .... ......... . ....... ....................r .. vaiM,. I c. iiM iiirK»MiuiuiiiMns resuiiins in aa'
broad «lines» groups plus the 10 most frequcnilj, reported individual illnesses and. for other reasons for da\sa«a> from school, the total only’oroao Illness groups pius me lu most trequcniiv reported indiv idual illnesses and. for other reasons for days away from school, the total on!\ (c) Excludes diarrhoea 
eniettlis.ulcei herma and constipation Idl Exclude, herpes and tinea (cl Each person may have reponed mi .-e than one reason for da. sa»a. (lom school. Iherelore 
figure, lor the 11 broad illnc.s group, de not add lo the loial number of person, with days away from school because of illness conditions, and the total for illness conditions 
and other reasons do not add to ihc total number of persons vx¡th davs away from school

(d I Excludes herpes and tinea
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TABLE 27. EMPLOVED(a| PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER WHO HAD ONE OR MORE DAYS 
AWAY FROM WORK DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: NIMRER OF DAYS BY ACE BY SEX.

 AUS7RAUA, IN)

(.vn)

Nunihfr of da\’S ¡¡■24 2Ì-44 AS mJ ovrr Tomi

MALES

»

I 
I
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TABLE 18. EMFLOYED(a) PEBSONS AGED IS YEARS AND OVER WHO HAD ONE OR MORE DAVS AWAY 
FROM WORK DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: NUMBER OF DAVS, 

 STATES AND TERRITORIES, I9B3

Nttmkrr ilt-i t'ir. Old X/4. IF./I. NT. Ausiratia

I day 
2-.3 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

252 
16.6
7.9
6.9

71.4
41.7
16.9
19.9

-wx>-
2«..)
15.2
15.8
21.1

124.9
73.6
40.7
48.6

I day 
2-3 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

61.6
43.9 
20.4
26.3

«5.8
30.1
16.7
19.4

39.3 
18.7
10.9 
III

19.1 
14 5
8.3
6.9

— tlOO- 
21.4 
11.0
6.8 
6.8

2.1
3.6

•l.l
2.0

•1.4
•l.l
•1.2 
•0.9

4.8
2.6

•IS 
•0.9

222.1 
1256
67.2 
74.5

Total main with da\(ij away from work S6.7 ISO.O ill 2t7.l

Total ftnfiluyrJ niale\ 732.0 2.021.3 I.IS2.S 3.903.!

FEMALES

Tatal piesaaa stMi dayfs) away 
frota week

Talal ravlojiW

IMJ 1)2.1 4«J ■•.2 4».4
2.IM.T I4M.« mj SM.« SMJ IM.I ».) IM.I k2n.l

I day 
2-3 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

39.1
17.6
98

44.0
27.6
90

12.2

--doo-

I day 
2-3 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

3.1 
2.0 
09
1.2

4.0 
1.8 
1.0 
1.2

40 
1.9 
l.l
l.l

3.6
2.6
1.5
1.3

—per cent—
3.8
2.0
1.2
1.2

1.3
2.2

•0.1
1.3

•1.9
•2.1
•16

2.5 
•1.7 
•0 9

3.6 
2.0 
l.l
1.2

Total femalti with rJay fi) aM av from work 72.0 PZi
Total fmployed females 627.6 I.I74.A

PERSONS

14.1
6.8

12

n.i 
52.0 
2t.5 
25.«

Tatal penaos leMi dayts) away 
fro« work

Talal «aplasia pmaai

36.1 201.6

320.4 2,322.3

74 7.» 1.1 M aj 5.5 7J

IM.I IM.t IM.* IM.« II IM.« II l«0.«
la) lacluòn all acnoaa i|ttf I ) yean iMl am artto M a iol> » ikc of iiunvin and who were nor fulMiiae undents

I day 
2-.1 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

64.3
34.2
17.8
12.3

115.4
69.3
26.0
32.1

-WO-
42.4
22.1
23.5 
)0.0

222.1
125.6
67.2
74.5

Toul perwnt wUh day(a) aaaj Iron work 121.7 2424 117.« M*.4

Total employed pcraona IJ5*.* 3.I9S.7 1472.« «4212

I day 
2-3 days 
4-7 days 
8-14 days

4.7
2.5 
1.3 
0.9

3.6
2.2
0.8
1.0

—percent—
2.5
1.3
1.4
1.8

3.6 
20 
l.l 
1.2

Total pertorn with day(i) away han wort «J 1.1

Total employed persons IM.« IM.« IM.« IM.«
la) Includes all persons aged 15 years and over who had a job al Ihe lime of interview and who were not fulMime students.

I
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TABLE 29. EMPLOYCD<b> PERSONS AGED IS YEARS AND OVER WHO HAD ONE OR MORE DAYS 
away from work during THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: REABONfaMb) FOR DAVS 

AWAY BY SEX, AUSTRALIA, 1983
(«M)

\fantn(i)(h) jur da\s away from yutrk Maks Ftmaks Ftrums

I

43

SECTION S. MEDICATION TAKEN

TABLE 39. PERSONS WHO TOOK ONE OR MORE TYPES OF MEDICATION DURING THE TWO WEEKS 
PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: TYPE(S1 OF MEDICATON BV AGE BY SEX.

AUSTRALIA, 1983

Iness foridiiion.s
ndocrine. nutritional and metabolic diseases 

«Irntal disorders
'vervous system and sense organs

Migraine

•3.5
•5.9
12.1 15.6

•4.0
9.9

27.7
13.0

Typf(s) of meditai ion Vndfr 5 514 15-24 45-64
65 and 

o\er Total

.irculatory system 
\rspiraiory system

Acute navopharyngilis 
Influcn/a 
bronchitis, emphysema

8.5 
94.6 
144 
53.7
68

•3.0 
60 I 
16.1 
33.7

12.3 
162.7
30.4
87.4
11.5

MALES

>igcstive system 
Diarrhoea, enteritis 
Other stomach disnrders(c)

28.9
7..1 

10 I

20.4

7.6

49.3
12.7
17.7

Geniio-urirtary system
Skin and subcutaneous tissue
Musculoskeletal system, etc

back trouble (unspeciliedMd)
Other musculosketclat pain excluding back pain(e)

•2.8 
89

394 
14.9
9 .1

17.0 
•25 
16.0 
•5.6 
•6.0

19.7
11.4
56.2
20.5
15.3

Common pain relievers
Cough medicines and other remedies for colds 
Allergy tablets and medicines
Skin ointments and crearnsfa)
Laxatives and medicirses for the stomach
Tranquillisers, sedative» and other medicines for 

nervous conditions
Sleeping pills and medicines
Vitamins, mineral supplements
Heart, blood pressure medicines, fluid tablets 
Other medications

Total males taking ntedieaiionlh)

Other specified conditions 
Injuriev

53.9
44 0

23.7
16.3

77.6
60.3

Symptoms and ill-defined conditions 
Virus

32.5
109

20.3
7.9

52.0 
10.0

Total per.sons mth days awa\ from work bet ause of 
illne.s.s t ondiiionsff) 2«. 4 189.2 474.6

Other rea st »ns
Pregnancy supervision 11.1 111

Total persons wtth days a^a\ from work for other reasons f) 12.4

Total person« with 4«)i •»> from worh(f) 217.1 2614 4e».4

Common pain relievers
Cough medicines and other remedies for colds 
Allergy tablets and medicines
Skin ointments and creamsfa)
Laxatives arsd mediciises for the stomach
Tranquillisers, sedatives and other medicines for 

nervous conditions
Sleeping pills and medicines
Vitamins, mineral supplements
Heart, blood pressure medicines, fluid tablets 
Birth control pillsfcl
Other medications

(«) Includer all persons aged 15 >earsand over who had a jobai ihe limeoi intervie» and whowerc noi ÌuIlHimc »(udenti. (b) While alt reaiOM for days away from work
cvxJcd lo a list of 92 vclecied condiiionv. vympiomv. treaifnenis and other reasons, only an abbreviated version of the listing is used in th» taM—i.C. for illncai

cundiiionx levuhing n dayvawav from «ork.ihe It broad illnevv groups plui the 10 most frequenily reported individual illnesses and. for other reasons for days away from
work. the mo>i frequently reponed reason (c> Excludes uker. hernia and constipation

(e| E xcludesanhniisand rheumatism
(d) Includes backache, back pain, bad back, etc.; eaciudes sciatia and disorders

of the inter vertebral dtsc (e) E xeiudev anhriiis and rheumatism (DEach person rruiy rut^; reponed morelhan one reason for days away from work; ihcreforc, figures 
for the 11 broad illness group» du not add to ihc total number of persons «¡th days away from »ork becauseof illneueorKliiiOM and (he totals for illneucondiiiotti and other
reasons do not add to the total number of persons with days a»ay from work

Toial females taking medieaiionfh)

Common pain relievers
Cough medicines and other remedies lor colds 
Allergy tablets and medicines
Skin ointments and creamsfal
Laxatives and medicines for the stomach
Tranquillisers, sedatives and other medicines for 

nervous conditions
Sleeping pills artd medicines
Vitamins, mineral supplements
Heart, blood pressure medicines, fluid tablets 
Birth control pills(c)
Other medications

Total persons taking nsedicatioiM b)

Total persons

139.0 
I20.H

15.7 
93.9 
25.9

207.7
164.6
56.7

105.3
29.3

32.1.1
94.7
494

178 8
36 3

-000
720 6
145.8
75.0

24h 9
1229

455.0
8,10
414

164 5
141 0

174.6 
50.8
17.1 
85.9 

IOfi3

2,020 I 
659.7 
25.S.4 
fin.3 
455.7

9.7
•5.9

152.5

57.«

J 70 9

126.3 
120 6

10.8 
81..3
199

6.2
6.5

1.10.8

.^9.2

J Ji.«

265 .3
241 4

26.5
175.2
45.7

15.9
12.5

28.3 .3

97 1

‘189.7

1,174.6

10,3

269.9

99
7.0

245.1

91.4 72.2

45 9 
.17..3

516.5
54.5

151.4

04.6
76 I 

322.5 
277 .3 
201.4

50.1 
78.2

114.8 
2.18..3 
139.3

210.6
205.2

1,621 .1
571.4
71.1 5

624.5 674 0 IJ39.2 1.001.4 4S7.4 4.497.3

FEMALES

243.0 
1664
49.4

117.7 
21..3

521.4
117.8 
5f 9

179.6
57.6

- 000- 
1.0.1.1.2

150 9 
1289 
2.15.6
I58..3

685 8 
91.1 
78.4

162 9 
167.8

331.1
585
22.4

102 8
141.2

2.947,5 
705..3 
.346.9
879.8 
566 I

8.5

245.5

la.A

624.0

PERSONS

450.7 
3.11.0 
106 2 
222 9
506

18 8 
•1.7 

515.5

169.9

U4«.5

2,569.0

16 5
17.5

.364 9
8.4

.374 9
97.4

974.2

844 7 
212.5 
106 .1
358 4 

9.1 9

26 4
24..^ 

610 0
9.1 

.374 9 
169.6

1,640.2

2,500.0

t-or footnotes sec end of table

96.9
596

802.6
1269
445.9
187.5

131.7 
110.9
462 9 
.195.8

12.9
216.7

97.4
145.4
197,4
411.6

165 5

357 .3
340 9

2.204 1
942.7
8.3,1,7
784.8

l.7til.5 1.193.0 70! 3 5.612.8

-TO0-- 
1.75.19 

296.7
20.1.9
484.5 
281.2

1.1408 
174 I 
119 9
327.3 
.308.8

5I2..1 
109 .1 
.19.5 

188.7 
24! 6

4.967.6
1,365 G

602.2
1,757.1
1.021.8

142 9 
96,8

1.319.1
181.5
445.9 
.1.18.9

3,120.6

4,514.1

216 .3
187.0
785.3
67.3.0

12^
418.1

147.5
22.3.6
3I2..3
649.9

.104 8

567,8 
546 I 

.3.825.4 
1.514 I

8.3.1.7 
1.498,.3

2,194.4

2.914.0

i,m.7

1,407.1

10,110.2

15,166.9
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TABLE 30. PERSONS WHO TOOK ONF OR MORE TYPES OF MEDIC ATION DURING 1 
PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: TVPEfS) OF MLDK ATON BY ACE BY SEX.

Al’STRAl.lA, I9S3—conftnued

THE TWO WEEKS TABLE 31. PERSONS WHO TOOK ONE OR MORL TYPES Of MEOICATION DI RING THE TWO WEEKS 
PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: TYPEIS) OF MEDICATION. STATES AND TERRITORIES, l«.t

(if ntfil .atK/n I ‘nder 5

Akc (ytori)

T\pr(i) (if mfiiieaiHtn N.S. H'. Qld H./4 Tas. N. 7. i.c. r Aust raba

45-64
65 and

Oifft Tot0Í

PtkSONS- ( (tnunucd

Common pain relievers
Cough medicines and other remedies lor colds 
Allergy tablets and medicines
Skin ointments and crcams(ai 
laxatives and medicines for the stomach 
Tranquillisers, sedatives and other medicines for 

nervous conditions
Sleeping pills and medicines
Vitamins, mineral supplements
Heart, blood pressure medicines, fluid tablets 
Birth control pitts(cl
Other medications

22 6 
2(1 5

2 .1
14 9 

.1 9

17 5
12 9
4.1
ii.7
2.0

52.6
8 2

15 8
5.6

— per cent- 
58.9
66
4.5

10.7
6.2

39.1
6.0
4.1

11.2
10.6

364
7.«
28

15.4
17.2

32.K
9.0
4.0

11.6
6.7

Total persons takins medication(bl

Total persons

til) f vttudeseosmciu ervamsur prcpdrjtmns 
Indudc^ only Iemale* aged lb to So yi

14
I I

24 I

0.7
•0 1
20 I

8 Ì 6 6

10 
0 9

25 6 
0.4 

(d)4l 0
6.6

5.2
2 1

29.2
4.0 

(d)l9.9
7.5

ti.A

25 I 
«1)2 9

14.3

10.5
159
22.2
46.2

21.7

3.7
3.6

25.2
10.0

(d)23.2
9.9

Common pain relievers
Cough medicines and other remedies 

for colds
Allergy tablets and medicines
Skin ointments and creams(a)
Laxatives and medicines for thc 

stomacli
1 lanquillisers. sedatives and other 

medicines for nervous conditions
Sleeping pills and medicines
Vitamins, mineral supplements 
Heart, blood pressure medicines, 

fluid tablets
Birth contiol pillsfb)
Other medications

Total persons laklni in«dication(c)

60.4 48.6 75.3 •4.5

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

<c)

I.7OO.R 1.229.7 872.5 491.8
— wo- 

460.6 108.7 54.6 69.0 4.967.rt

Total persons

CHART O. PERSONS WHO TOOK ONE OR .MORE TYPES OF MEDICATION DURING THE Two 
TO INTERVIEW: NUMBER OF DIFFERENT TYPES TAKEN, AUSTRALIA. 1003during THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR

(PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION)

Common pain relievers
Cough medicinesand other remedies 

for colds
Allergy tablets and medicines
Skin ointments and creamsfal
Laxatives and medicines lor the 

stomach
Tranquillisers, sedatives and other 

medicines for nervous conditions
Sleeping pills and medicines 
Vitamins, mineral supplements
Heart, blood pressure medicines, 

fluid tablets
Birth control pills(d)
Other medications

2 TYPES
29. 4 8M

1 TYPE 
40. 2SK

S TYPES 
13. 7 6H

I Total persons taking medicationtc)

Total persons

450.1
192.9
587.7

577.4
126.B
422 I

226.5 
108 2 
290.7

129 I
74.9

186.5

125 I
69.7

189.9

26.1
14.2
28.6

4.7
16.4

19.5
10 9
35.2

7JÖ.L0
602.2

1.757.1

554.5 249 9 168.9 111.2 101.1 16.0 8.0 12 2 1.021 fi

201.9
191 5

1,581.0

150 7
158 5
952.0

102 5
85.2

755.0

51.9
62.2

289.5

59.0
46.7

285.1

15.4
15 2
88 8

•2.2
•1.7 
33 4

6.2
7.2

62 9

56 7. ft
546 !

3.825.4

572 9
285.2
494.9

402.1
202 .5
578.3

245.4
145.5
249.5

129.5
71 8

160 2

106 9
77 8

140.4

40.1
50.5

•22 
8.6 14 I 

22.9

1.514.!
833.7

l.49h.3

3,see.«

5,273.3

8.5
5.7

6.7

5.8
5.6

26.2

10 9
22.9
9.4

66.5

100.0

2.M4.S

3,991.5

50.8

9.5
5.2

IÜ.6

6.3

5.8
5.5

25.5

10.1
21.5
9.5

64.0

100.0

1,769.3

2.440.^

55.7

9..5
4 4

119

69

4.2

50.8

10.1
25.1
10.2

70.0

100.0

928.5 •99.2 246.1 •4.5 151.8 10,110.2

IJ24.5 1.342.5 428.4 133.4 230.4 15,166.9

.17.1

9 7
5.6

14.1

84

5 9
4.7

21.8

9.8
25.0
12.1

7U.0

100.0

(a) E xtludcscosmeiiccrcamiand prcparalinn*-
therefore, ettmponenis dn not add 1<> totals.

( bUncludcs onis females aged lb lo 5(> years.
(d> Pei cent cl females aged lb to 5U years.

— per cent — 
54.5 25.4 25.9 29 9 52.8

Males
Ferna les

Persons

9.5
5.2

14.1

7.5

2.9
5.5

21.2

8.0
25.7
10 5

67.0

100.0

6 1

6.7

5.7

5.6
20.7

9.4
50..1
90

57.5

100.0

8..1
5.5

12.5

8.5

15.3

90
4 0

I 1.6

6.0 5.5

•1.6

25.0

20.9
10.0

65.5

100.0

2.7
3.1

27.,1

6.5
22.7
10 0

100.0

25.2

10(1
25.2
9.9

66.7

100.0

(c) Each person mas haveuken more Ihan one iyp< of mcdieaiiun and.

TABLE 52. PERSONS W HO TOOK ONE OR MORE TYPES OF MEDICATION DURING THE TWO WEEKS 
PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: NUMBER OF DIFFEREM TY«»ES TAKEN BY SEX, AUSTRALIA, IM5 

(XM))

Number of diflereni fype.\

5 or more lutai

2.510.9
2.467,5

1,255 0 
1,747 9

50.V I
8bb.5

171.1
552 I

19.2 
\lb.^

4.497,5
5.612 8

4.978.-5 2,980.9 1,591.6 505.3 256.0 10,110.2
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TABLE 31. PERSONS WHO TOOK ONE OR MORE TYPES OF MEDICATION DVBINC THE TWO DAVS PRIOR 
TO INTERVIEW: TVPE4S) OF MEDICATION BY WHETHER PRESCRIBED BV ACE AND SEX.

AUSTBALIA, HU

4»* group (ynrt) S»x

Typr(s) of medication Under 5 5-14 15-24 25-44 45-64
and 

over Main Ftmakt hrtotu

PRESCRIBED

I

I 47

SECrnON ». ILLNESS CONDITIONS EXPERIENCED

TABLE 56. ONE OR MORE ILLNESS CONDITIONS DURING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR
TO INTERVIEW: TVrE<S| OF ILLNESS CONDITION BV ACE AND SEX, AUSTRALIA, IW.I

(«M)

•^tr group (ynn) Srt

Type(t) of illness condiiion Under 5 5-14 15’24 25-44 45-64
65 and 

over Male, Females Persons

Common pain releivers
Cough medicines and other remedies 

for colds
Allergy tablets and medicines
Skin ointments and crcams(B)
Laxatives and medicines for the 

stomach
Tranquillisers, sedatives and other 

medicines for nervous conditions
Sleeping pills and medicines 
Vitamins, mineral supplements 
Heart, blood pressure medicines.

fluid tablets
Other medications

40 3

73 9 
11.7
58 I

14.0

•3 9 
•4.9
43.4

56.5

34.5

57.9 
589 
61.3

13.7

43.6

III.6

53.5 l«6.6 270.1 229.3 309.2 4(5.0 794.3

Total persom la/cing prtscribrd 
medi( ationfhXc) 273.9 56J.J

23.2
52.8

129.2

40.3 
106.8 
190.6

47.4
75.3

167.4

50.8
31.6

122.7

147.8 
148.0
335 8

145.6 
1(9.2 
393.5

293.5
337.2
129.5

Endocrine, nutritional and meubolic 
diacasesfal

Thyroid disease
Gout
Diabetes mcllitus
Obesity
Other

1.7 9.0 209 
•2.0

•5.4 •6.1
16.9

•2.0
•6.1
9.7

79.9 144.2 136.2 1141 213.1 398.6

99.1
14.8
14 4
13.4
21.3
37.5

157.4 
297 
4f(,2 
44 0
10.0 
32 3

10.3.1 
20 9 
2.34

•29 
16 8

181.3
8.7 

729 
57.0 
104 
376

214 0 
599
134 
48 9 
308
70.3

395.3
68 6
86 .3

105 9
41 I

107.8

19.2 
6 2

89.6

114.2
59.3

221.4

180.4
141.1
164 1

133.8
187.0
117.2

IM.9
147.7 
191.6

298.2
252.6 
nil

465.1
400.3
679.4

Mental disordersft)
Nerves, tension, depression, etc. 
Other

•3.1

•2.0

16.3 
•5.8 
10.9

il 9 
33.2 
•4.6

162.8
148.7 

17 1

207 I
196.6

11.7

127 6
121.1

6.7

197.0
169.3
29 3

5511
337.2

23 6

554,7
506 6

52 9

7.2
116.5

156.7
234 9

649 0 
359.5

630.3
282.1

554.7 
548.1

8(85 
6! 2.9

1.443.3
1,161.0

46/.O I.IIg.B 1.517.5 1.000.5 l.93»2 2.666.7 4.604.9

NON-PRESCRIBED

Common pain releivers
Cough medicines and other remedies 

for colds
Allergy tablets and medicines
Skin ointments and cre8ms(a)
Laxatives and medicines for the 

stomach
Tranquillisers, sedatives and other 

medicines for nervous conditions
Sleeping pills and medicines 
Vitamins, mineral supplements 
Heart, blood pressure medicines, 

fluid tablets
Other medications

660 97.9 215.4 505.5 321.2 104.4 531.0 779.5 UI0.5

Nervous system and »emc organsfa) 
Loss of sight (complete, paniali 
Other diseases of the e>'e 
Oiiti« media
Loss of hearing (complete/ panial) 
Ear pain
Other diseases of the ear 
Epilepsy
Migraine 
Other

52.1

13.4 
27.6 
•1.7
T.T 

•4.1 
•2.0

•3.5

104.6 
•2.5 
19.6 
31.1 
•1.7 
15.6 
•6.0
9.7 

15.2 
•4.8

106.2 216 I

57.1

10.1

89.9
•5.3
76.1

66.5
10.0

140.1

97.1
25.0

164.9

51.1
10.5
94.1

24.4

32.0

183.1
24.5

294.1

202.9
27.8

283.8

386.0
52.3

511.9

12.7

•3.0

204.9

6.4

9.7

•1.8

384.5

23.6 83.7 78.6 46.2 1048 149.7 254.5

393.2 906.5
•5.1

550.4
•1.7 

182.7

6.7
•5.9

1.155.4

7.0
9.3

1,466.9

13.7
15.2

2,622.2

Circulator) s)'slem(a) 
Hypertension 
Heart disease 
Arteriosclerosis 
Fluid problems 
Varicose veins 
Haemorroids 
Other

•3 1

•2.1

7.0
•2.7 
18.8

•3.9
13.2 27.8

6.4
28.4

103 
56.2

•5 2

•5.1

29.8 
114

40 I
17.0

7.8

7.5
39.4
•2.2

160 
•6.1 
•1.6

•IB 
•1.7
•1.6 
•3.1

Total persons takh.g non-prescribed 
rneditaiion(bj 370.7 620.5 790.0 1.649.0 1.069.7 404.9 2.140.6 2.772.9 4.915.5

TOTAL(d)

Respiratory systemfa) 
Acute nasopharyngitis 
Influenza
Bronchitis, emphysema 
Asthma
Sinusitis
Hayfever
Cough or sore throat 
Other

339 5 
184.5
32.3 
20.1
26.0

•3.Ü 
47.5 
47 0

7.2
7 9

21 9
102 I

14.4

190 7
112 9
27.7

309
7.0
7.8

11.9

187 I 
10.6 
53.1

8 8 
•4 8

98.4
7.5

45.2 
•3.7

11.2
13.2
61 9
23 7

690 0 
509 9 
139.3

6.5 
64 I 
12 I 
It.I 
30.8

9 2

12 2
16 8

657.2
403.5
247 0

9 4
73.4
66 

•2.2
40.2

308.6 
190 
964
47.0 

9.1
15 8 
19.5 
25.3 
58 4 
28 2

606 6
380 1
211 9
II 7 
29.3
6 8 

too 
36.6

461.5 
17 3

104 8 
52 7
8.3 

28 2 
22 I 
30-1 

1724
37.3

955 8 
653.4 
2100
•4 8 

1409
20.7 
12.7
50.3

770 I 
.36.3 

201 2
99 6 
17 4 
44.0
416 
55.4 

2.30.8
65.4

l.$/.2 4 
1.0.1 .A 4

422 0
16 5

170 2
27 5 
22,h
S6 7

Common pain releivers
Cough medicines and other remedies 

for colds
Allergv tablets and medicines
Skin ointments and creamsfa)
Laxatives and medicines for the 

stomach
Tranquillisers, sedativesand other 

medicines for nervous conditions
Sleeping pills and medicines 
Vitamins, mineral supplements 
Heart, blood pressure medicines, 

fluid tablets
Other medications

104.4

128.8 
12 I

125.0

26 3

6.8
6 3

246.7

62.5

131.5

145.9
64.3

136.5

17.1

15.5
•1.7

424.2

116.7

267.3

88.2
62.4

264.4

40.2

19.2
7.5

469.0

7.2
122.2

655.1

135 8
129.3
351.8

160.7

II6..3
64.8

1,094.2

159.4
252.8

574.9

97.3
85.8

257.4

220.3

185.9
146.2
692.7

652 I
370.7

327.8

74.6
32.6

153.1

179.7

134.8
188.8
290.5

633.4
286.6

823.9

325.7
171.4
621.5

286.6

173.6
153.4

1,329.1

558.3
574.0

U37.0 7,060.9

344.9
215.2
666.5

357.5

304 9
261.9

1,888.2

893.9
637.5

670.6
386.5

1488.1

644.2

478.5
415.3

3417.3

Digestive system(a) 
Diarrhoea, enteritis 
Ulcer 
Hernia
Constipation 
Other stomach disorders 
Dental problems
Other

160 I
18.1

12.8
17.4

111.4
9.6

1.452.2
I.2II.5

Total pcr«omtakinciiit4ic«liofi(bMc) î 

(a) Excludes cosmetic creamsand preparations.

5I2.( (21.9 9B5.I 2,139.2 1432.4 l,(96.l 3477.1 4.l(9.7 7J(4.(

(c) Excludes binh control pills.
(b) Each penon may have taken more than one type of medication and. therefore, componenia do not add lo touh

Id) Each person mas have laken both prescribed and non-prescribed nicdications and. therefore, coinponenu do not add lo totals.

Genito-urinary systemfa)
Kidney diseases
Other diseases of the urinary tract 
Disorders of menstruation
Other diseases of the genital s>*stem

•5.5
•1.5

•1.6

567.4 
220 7
66.9 
23.6
84.9 
205
29.7 
98 .3
67.1

206.4
16.7

8.0 
52.8 

122 9
13.9

29.6 
•2.1
•4.1
21.3 
•2.0

476 9 
183.6
95.7 
150 
49.0
31 I 
53.7 
599 
32.2

740 5 
193 .A 
177.0 
27.5 
68.4 

107.8
95.6 
92.1 
49.7

433.4 
119.7
74 0 
47 I
54.2 
62 3
40.8 
389 
34.5

224.0
55.7
30.5

32 9 
14.8 
12.5 
25.5
26 7

1-342 4
461.3
229 0

98 I
176 ?
84.5
94 9

167 8
131.9

1.4.Ì9.3 
496.2
247.4 

78 8
138.7 
153.2 
I4Û4 
1944
125 1

2,lHi 1 
9S1 6 
476.3 
176 9 
315 4 
237 7 
2.35 .3 
362 2 
25'’ I

213.0 
1.3.9

•1 1 
26 I 
5.3.7

101 9
15.8

444.5
30.7
26.4 
17.1
69.6 

116.2 
162 7
41.7

412 I 
135 
46 6
42.3 
88..3 
966

100.2 
51.1

271.3 
•4 0 
32.9 
33 0
87.0 
56.3 
37.3 
39 4

764.9
48 4
74 0

72.(> 
207.0 
286.7

72.9

942 4
48 5
37 0
50.5

219 2 
I860
349 7
98 6

1.707 .3 
96.9
ilio 
960

291 8 
393 0
636 4 
171.4

82 7
6.2
6 5

61.0
9.5

210.4
17.0
16.5

134.3
45.8

87.1 
20.2 
IÜ4 
305
26.9

37.6
9.2

13.7

14.8

52 5 
194 
1-3 3

199

400 .3 
.36 7
40 .3

247.2
80-K

562
53 6

247 2 
10(17

For rootnoir &ec end of table
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TABLE M. PERSONS WHO EXPERIENCED ONE OR
PRIOR TO INTERmW^^PE OF lïXV^cSSSnoXX^fND SEX 

AvSThALIA* IW5-*—ronz//iMr</ * I
(W)

Aff grotip (ftartj
Srt

TABLE 55. PERSONS WHO EXPERIENCED ONE OR MORE ILLNESS CONDITIONS DURING THE TWO 
TO INTERVIEW: TYPE(S) OF ILLNESS CONDITION BV ACE AND SEX.

AUSTRALIA, 1915 
______________________ _________________ <"*» pw I.—« popMtollo« oi Mt ■(, an« w>)

WEEKS PRIOR

Typeti) of iflnra conditton Under 5 ¡14
Skin and subcutaneous lissucfa)

Skin rash
Ecaema. dermatitis
Acne
Other

n» 2¡-44 45-Í4
65 and 

ovar

t'oup (ynn) Stx

151.1
329
92.9

28.1

165 I 
202 
65.5 
28 9 
52.7

Malti

313.5
37.3
86.1

131.6
64 4

Fmakt

Musculoskeletal 
Arthritis 
Rheumatism 
Sciatica 
Disorders of i 
Back trouble ।

«ystem. eic.(a)

inirrvertebrat div
----------- (unspecified) 

Other musculoskeletal pain 
excluding back pain 

Other

Other specified conditionsia) 
Herpes
Tinea
Other infectious and parasitic 

diseases
Neoplasms (all types)
Diseases of the blood and blood 

forming organs
Complications of pregnancy and 

chikJbinh
Congenital anomalies
Injuncs
Adverse effects of medicines or 

treatment

Symptoms and ill-dermcd 
condiiions(a)

Allergy (unspecified) 
Insomnia
Pyrexia
Localised swelling
Difficulty breathing 
Chest pain 
Abdominal pain 
Heartbum 
Dizziness 
Hangover
Headache—due to stress/ 

tension
Headache—due to unspecified 

or trivial cause
Virus 
Other

Total persons experiencing illness 
condii ions(a)

10 I

•3.8
•5.6

7«. K

•1.7

23 9 
•2.2

•4.9
41.8

•3.3

Ì3.0
•4.9
90

23.3

8.5

•3.8
12.3
24.6

644 I

500 
•2.0

123.5
•4.8
•16

7.2
•4.5
41.2

19
21.:

47.4
26.6

177.0
8.1 

•60

207.5
11.4
7.2

436 
•2.8

26.0 
•2.7

•2.8 12.0

1.6

114 5 143.1

•3.3 •2.6

388.8 
634

170.6 
31.3

130 I

345.8
54..3
9.3

16.2
132.4

95.1
46.2

302.4
228
19.1

295
24.6

204

8.0

170.1

12.8

ftrmu

232.4
52.8
80.5
•5.1
97.5

535.3
252.4
27.5
8.7

2^0
113.9

85 6 
63.1

2104
10.5
13.6

12.9
58.2

17.9

94.9

9.4

141.3
30.0
36.0 
•2.0 
77.5

387.3 
247.4

26.9
4.2 

•5.8 
42.3

51.9
42.5

119.0
•3.7
•1.6

8.7
49.8

21.0

M.7

9.5

Typtfi} of lllntsi rondiiion

665.2
125.5
237.6
993

211.2

727.0 
lll.l 
294.0
99.0 

239.2

1.392.2 
2M.6 
Ml.« 
199.0 
«503 I

Undtr ¡ ¡¡■24 2¡-44 4}-64
6Í and 

over

214.3 
13.6 
•3.5 
129 
•2.0

558.7
8.4

15.0

•1.6

•3.1 •3.1

•2.3 •1.8
60.9

16.2 80.8

Ì.J62.3

63 5 
•4.2 
•5 5

672.4
7.5 

137.4

347.2
•1.9 

188.4

110 9
23.5
32.8

357.4
16.5
36.9

1,192.9 I.487J
(•) Eich pcr.on maj ha.e experienced more Ihan one illness condilion end. Iherefore.

•3.6
•1,8
7.3

•4.9
137.5

256.4

623.2
34.9
71.9

2JI6.0

625.8
191.4
209

8.5
24.6

169.5

826.1
369.6
45.6
92

27.3
167.8

1,451.9 
561.0
66.5
17.7
51.9

337.3

Endocrirse. nutritional and metabolic 
diseasesfa)

Thyroid disease 
Gout
Diabetes melliius 
Obesit) 
Other

Menial disorders(a)
Nerves, tension, depression, etc 
Other

1.9

16

•1.7

3.5

64
•2.3
4.2

Moki Femaki Prrioni

8 1 
•0.8

•l.l
•2.4

3.7

14.6
12.8 
•1.8

150.6
96.3

153.3
108.8

303.8 
205.1

Nervous tytiem and lense organala)
Loss of tight (complete partial) 
Other diseaae» of the eye

49.1

584.7
24.0 
3T.6

510.4
34.0
11.5

1.095.1
51.0
49.1

Otitis media
Loss of hearing (complete, partial)

70.1
67.9

205

•6.1
360.3

12.1

74.5
n.5
55.2

12.9
•4.2

234.9

28.8

144.6
140.3

75.7

12.9
10.3

595.2

40.9

Other diseases of the ear 
Epileps) 
Migraine
Other

Circulator> sysiem(a) 
Hypertension 
Heart disease 
Arteriosclerosis 
Fluid prcblems 
Varicose seins 
Haemorroids 
Other

11.4
23.5
•1.5
6.5

•3.5
•1.7

•3.0

4QJ 
•1.0
7.6

12.1 
•0.7
6 1 

•2.3
3.8 
59 

•1.9

41.0
2.9

11.5

3.0 
•1.2
29

15.2 
•0.9

•2.7

•2.3

•2.0

•1.^

6.2
•2.4
•0.6

•0.7
•0.7
•0.6
•1.2

21.9
3.3
3.2
3.0
4.7
8.3

54.0
10.2
16.5
15.1

in

73.3 
14 9
16.7 
31.6 
•2 1
11.9

;«.o 
1.2 
96 
7.5
1.4 
5.0

28 I
7.9
1.8
6.4
4.0
9.2

26.1
4,5
5.7
7.0
2.2
7.1

36 I
32.9

3.8

71.1
67.5
4,0

90.7
86 I

4.7

26.1
224

3 9

47 0

3.1

36 6
334
3.5

•2.6 
•2.1 
•4.5

•5J 
7.1

208

128 3

345.4
14.1
53.8

2,12SJ

1.3

•2.3 
9.0

23.1

103.1
7.5

47.9

l.IM.I

componenis do not add to totah.

47.9
1.7
89
3.8

•1.0
16
1.7
4.9

22.6
3.2

64.2
3.6

18.2
3.0 

•1.7 
•1.5
3.8
4.5

21.3
8.1

69.9
5.4 

32.1 
•2.6 
•2.8

6 5

8.7
11.9

40.8
2.5

12.8
6.2
1.2
2.1
2.6
3.3
2.2
3.7

60.7
2.3

13.8
6.9 
l.l
3.7
2.9
4.0

222
4 9

50.8 
24

13.3 
6.6
II 
2.9 
27 
3.7 

15.2 
4.3

42.2
25.0
6.1

6.9
1.6
1.7
2.6

236.8
175.0
47.8

2.2
22.0
4.2
3.8

10.6

467.1 
286.8 
175 5

6.7
52.2
4.7 

•1.6 
28 6

80.3 
50.3 
280

1.5
3.9 
0.9
1.3
4 8

1.255.2
15 5 

146.3
222 
•4.9
•3.8
8.0 

10 I
10 I 
11.0

174.4

1.782.7 
33.9

270.5 
204
11.2 
•6.0 
•5.8
9.6

14.7
46.9

3.037.9
49.4

416.7
42.6
16.1
9.8

13.9
19.7
15.8
25.7

221.3

Respirators sysienXa) 
Acute nasopharyngitis 
Influenza
Bronchitis, emphysema 
Asthma
Sinusitis
Hayfever 
Cough or sore throat 
Other

289.0
157.1
27.5
17.1
22.2

•2.5
404
40.0

220.8 
859
26.1
9.2 

33.0
8.0 

11.6 
38.3
26.1

184..1
70.9
37.0
5.8

18.9
12.0
20.7
23.1
124

164 0 
42.8 
39.2

6.1 
15.1 
239 
21.2 
20.4 
II.O

148.7
41.1
25.4
16.2
18.6
21.4
14.0
13.4
11.8

159.2
39.6
21.7
31.0
23.4
10.5
8.9

18.1
19.0

177.6
61.0
30.3
13.0
23.4
11.2
12.6
22.2
17.5

151.8 353.4 505.2

620.3
42.5

107.1

923.5
66.4

160.9

1,543.8
108.8 
m3

Digestive systcm(a) 
Diarrhoea, enteritis 
Ulcer 
Hernia 
Constipation 
Other stomach disorders 
Dental problems 
Other

136.3
15.4

10.9
14.8
94.9

8.2
4323.1 5,123.2 93464 Genilo-urinary syslcin(a)

Kidney diseases
Other diseases of the urinary tract 
Disorders of menstruation
Oi her diseases of the genital system

•4.6
•1.3
•2.0

•1.4

80. .3
6.5

3.1 
20.5 
47.8

5.4

82.3 
5.4

•1.7 
•0.7 
10.1 
20.8 
39.4
6.1

98.5 
6.8 
5.9
3.8 

15.4 
25.7
36 I
9.2

141.4
4.6 

160 
14.5 
30. .3 
33.1 
.34.4 
17.5

192.8 
•2.8
23 4 
2.3 5
61.9
40.0
26.5
28.0

101.2
6.4
9.8
6.0
9.6

27.4
37.9
9.6

11.5 
•0.8 
•I
8.3 

•0.8

32.0
24
2.5

23.6
3.7

46.6
3 8
3.7

29.8 
10,1

29.9
6.9
3.6

10.5
9.2

26.7
6.5 
9 8

63
2.6
1.8

For footnote see end of tabic.
10 5 2.6

125.6 
85.9 
27.6 
•0.6 
18.5
2.7 
1.7
6.6

189.1
65 2 
32.5
104 
18.2
20.1
18.4 
25.5
16.4

123 8 
6.4
49
6.6

28.8
24.4
46.0 
130

52.6
4.8
5..^

32.5
10.6

103.0 
68 I 
27.8
l.l 

11.2
1.8 
1.5 
5.2

183.4
6.11

11.7
20.8
15.7
15.5
23.9
16.9

112.6 
64
7..3 
6.3

19,2 
25.9 
42.0
11..3

29.9 
y.2 
3.5

16.3 
6.6



50 51

table 35 PEHSONS WHO ««"'ENCED ONE OR MORE ILLNESSFRIOR TO INTERVIEW: TVFE(8»®OF“uLNkL oSSom *“■“

AUSTRALIA* 1983—continued 
(wte per l,tH populntlon of aa— ggt —4 w»)

CHART P. PERSONS WHO EXPERIENCED O.N'E OR MORE ILLNESS CONDITIONS DURING THE 
TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: ACE. AUSTRALIA. 1983

T\pt(i) (tf ifbirsx condition Under 5 5 ¡4

group (y'tars)
Sfx

t5-24
Skin and subcutaneous (issue(a) 

Skin rash 
fcczcma. dermatitis 
Acne 
Other

25’44 45’64
63 tH)! 

ovtr
ACE CROUP (VEARS)

Musculoskeletal system, etc.(a)
Arthritis 
Rheumatism 
Sciatica 
Disorders of intervertebral di'sc 
back trouble (unspecified) 
Other musculoskeletal pain 

'excluding back pain
Other

Other specified conditions(a)

Tinea
Other infcciious and parasitic 

discase.s
Neoplasms (all types)
Diseases of the blood and blood 

forming organs
Complications of pregnancy and 

childbirth
Conjieniial anomalies
Injuries
Adverse effects of medicines 

treatmeni
or

Symptoms and iti-defined 
conditions(a)

Allcrgs (unspecified) 
Insomnia
Pyrexia
Localised svietling 
Dilficuliy breathing 
Chest pain 
Abdominal pain 
Heartburn 
Dizziness
Hangover
Headache—due to stress 

tension
Headache—due to unspecified 

or trivial cause
Virus 
Other

Tout persons experiencing 
Illness condilionMa)

(al Each person ma> have

128.6
28.0
79.1

23.9

64 3 
7.9

25.5 
11..3
20.5

121.2
14.4
33.3
50.9
24.9

86.1
14.0
37.8
6.9

28.8

19S 
18.1 
21.6 
•\.1 
33.5

100.4 
21.3 
256 
•14 
55.1

E.6 19 4 
•0.8

41.1
•1.8
•0.6

2.8
•1.7 
15.9

16.6
12.0
2 1 

•1.0
36

29.3

183.7 
86.6
9.4
3.0
8.2

39.1

275.2 
175.»

19.1 
•3.0 
•4.1
30.1

Motei

B8.0 
16.6 
31.4 
13.2 
28.0

82.8
25.3

2.8
1.1
3.3

22.4

Penates Hrtom UNDER S

•3.3
•4.1

67.1

20.4 
•1.9

•4.2
35.5

•2.8

10.6
•4.2

1.1
19.8

7.2

•3.2
10.5
20.9

548.4

7.8
8.2

18.3
10.3

21.1
10.2

294 
21.6

36.9
30.2

19.9
12.7

68.9
3.2 

•2.3

17.0 
•I.I

•I.I

•I.I 
44 6

•1.3

8.3.4
5.3 

•1.4
5.0 

•0.8

•1.2

•0.9

6..1

41.2
9.1

12.8

464.3

80.2

2.8

61.0
5 1
4.2

72.2 
36

84.6
•2.6
•1.1

11.4
3.2
5.0

10 0 
•1.0

4.6

•1.8

55.3

•1.0

215.9
3.2
5.8

•O.b

•1.2

•0.7 
23.5

31.2

138.1
6.4

14.3

574.7

6.5
5.4

4.5

1.8

37.7

2.8

257.5 
2.9

14.1
•0.9
•1.2

•0.« 
•0.4

I 0 
•i.l 
J0.5

56.8

138.1
7.7

15.9

«U.I

20.0
6.2

35.4
9.3
9.0

6.1 14.9 2.7

32.6 21.9
•0.8

' 41.1

3.2 6.8 1.6

230.8
2.6

47.2

246.8 
•1.3

1339

95.3 
14.6
38.6 
13.0 
31.4

108 6
48.6
6.0
1.2
3.6

22.1

20.1 
14.3

67.1
4.5
1.5

9.8
9.S

7.3

1.7 
•0.5
30.9

3.8

91.8
15.6
35.0
13.1
29.1

»5.7 
37.0

1.2
3.4

22.2

20.0
13.5

12.2
3.8
3.2

9.5
9.3

5.0

0.9
0.7

39.2

21

5-U

15“:4

25-44

45-44

65 AND OVER

20 30 40 50 50 701 00 10
“I 
90

PER CENT OF POPULATION IN EACH AGE CROUP

.'Í °'^E OR MORL ILLNESS (ONDITIONS DI RINGTHE TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: M M8IR OE DIELEREnV u lneSsV ONDlflONS EX^E^^

BV SEX, Al STRALIA. I»83

•09 
•0.7 
•1.5
•0.8
•1.8 
24 
7.1

44.0

118.5
4.8

18.5

72».5

•3.1
•3.1
•2.3

•1.6
6.4

16.4

73.3
5.3

34 I

eaperrenced more than one tllness eondu.on anti, therefore, components do not add lo louis
B38.7

166 I 
2.1 

19.4
2.9 

•0.1 
•0.5

1.1 
1.3 
1.3
1.5

23.1

20.1

82.1
5.6

14.2

S11.t

234 3
4.5

35.5
2.7
1.5

•0
•0

8 
8

1.3
•0 8

1.9
6

46.4

121.4
8.7

21.1

V133

200.3 
3.3

21.5 
2.8
1.1 
0.6 
0.9
1.3 
1.0 
1.7

14.6

COUO)

.SwzííAit t)t Jitleifiil il/itfw Í tmihliutts

33.3

101.8
7.2

17.7

622.1

! 4 or rnori'
Males 
Females

2.643.1
2,732.1

1.(163,7
1.366.3

4(Ki 5 
59? 9

136.6
241 9

14 I 
169.9

liOrll

4.121.1

i 
!

Person« 5.375.2 2.456.« »M3.5 378.6 249.« ».446.2

TABLE 37. PERSONS WHO EXPERIENt EDOM. OR MOKE II.I.M.S.S;SONSWHO EXPERIEN< ED O.NE OR MOKE II.I.M.S.S < ONDITIONS EOR W Hit'll 1 HE3 TOOK 
NO ACTION DI RING THE TWO WEEKS PRIOR 30 INTERVIEW: AGE BV SEX.

Al STRALIA. 198.1
(THIOi

CtííJei 1 .'•-14 41-64
(5,3 and 

over
Males 
Erma les

Tora!

Persons

15.1
18.7

27.9
21.4

55 (I
45 (I

6(. ? 
57.4

47.0 
.38 4

28.3
29.7

240 I
210.5

34.4 49. .3 I««.« 123.6 85.4 58.« 450.7
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TABLE 38. PERSONS WHO EXPERIENCED ONE OR MORE ILLNESS CONDITIONS DURING THE 
TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: SELECTED ILLNESS CONDITIONS »V TYPE<S)OF ACTION TAKEN. 

AUSTRALIA, 1983
(WO)

Type(i) of aaton mkrn

Type(\) of Hlnes\ tondiiion
Doctor 

coruultation(s)

Consultaiion(s) with other 
health professionals(a)

Chemist Total
£¡púodr6> In 

hospital

Day(s) in bad 
apart from 

day(s) in 
hospital

of 
other reduced 

activity

Nerves, tension, depression, etc. K5.9 •.1.0 2.15 •2.7 12.4 10.8

53

SECTION 10. ACCIDENTS

TABLE 39. PERSONS WHO REPORTED ACCIDENTS: PERIOD SINCE MOST RECENT 
ACCIDENT(a) BY ACE BY SEX, AUSTRALIA. 1983

Period sirue most reteñí aiiident(a) Under 5

MALES

Age group (years)

15^24 25-44 45’64
65 and 

os-er Total

Hypertension 
Heart disease

214.8
116.7

•1.5 •5.6 
6.2

•2.1
•5.7

1.5
22.2

17.6
21.5

2 weeks ago or less

Acute nasopharyngiti.s 
Influenza
Asthma

105 5
164 2
62.0

64.0
21.9
•4 9

67.6
30.6
13.9

88.6
184.9
189

50.4
79.3
23.6

More 
More 
More 
More 
More

than 
than 
than 
than 
than

2

6 
I

weeks to 4 weeks 
weeks to 12 weeks 
months to 6 months 
months to 12 months 
year ago

18.7 
•2.5

6.6 
•18

•2..Ì

54 7 
164 
12 6
•3 8 
•5.4 
13 4

61 0
15 8
14 0

9 
65.5

2.3.0
I I 4 
8 6 

•2 4
6.3

66.6

6 4 
•3.5 
•1.6

•2 3 
18.8

211 6 
56 8
43 6 
16.8
24 5 

167.3

Total
Eczema, dermatitis

mates reporting e-cidenis 22.6 67.2 Uf6 2 172.4 /¡h.5
44.7 2.1.1

33 6
26.6

520 7
•2.6 •3.1 FEMALES

Anhritis 
Sciatica 
Disorders of t 
Back trouble

■crvertebral disc 
ccificd)

105.9 
•4.7
8.4

71 0

•3.0

•4.6

34.5 
•4.1
19.2

119.8 •2.5

23.0
•2.3
10.4
37.0

28.1
•24
118
53.3

2 weeks ago or less

Injuries 210.5 209 73.0 15.8 42.2 139.2

Headache - due to stress tension
Headache- due to unspecified or (rival 

cau^e

7.2 •1.8 •5.7 •3.3

More 
More 
More 
More 
More

than 
than 
than 
than 
than

2

6

weeks to 4 weeks 
weeks to 12 weeks 
months to 6 months 
months to 12 months 
year ago

15 .1 34 I
•3 9

29.0 
•5 .3 
•3.5 
•3.0 
•4.9 
14 8

— WO—
35.0

7.1
8.2

77
48.8

17.6
7 8
76

•5 2 
•5.1
40 4

7.6 
•4.5 
•3-7 
•2 8 
•3.2 
24.5

138 7 
29.9 
26.6 
15.7 
21.9

132.1

21.8 •1.5
Total

9.1
females

14.5 6.9
reporting atcidenii 17.. 46.6 60 6 1104 83 7 46 2 364 V

Medication taken

Type(s) of illness condition k’itamins

Type(s) of action taken

2 weeks ago or less

Total
Day(s) away 
from school from work

No action 
taken Totat(b)

PERSONS

Nerves, tension, depression, etc 47.5 464.0 •2.2 9.5 •3.1 5066

More 
More 
More 
More 
More

than 
than 
than 
than 
than

2 
4

6

weeks to 4 weeks 
weeks to 12 weeks 
months to 6 months 
months to 12 months 
year ago

34.0 
•3.7

820 
11.3
9.9 

•2.4 
•2.4 
•5.8

83 7 
21.7 
16.1
6.7 

10 
28.3

— TXW- 
96 0
22 9
22 2
11 .3
16 1

I 14.4

40 6
19 2
16.2
7.6

11.4
107 I

14.0
8.0

•5.2
•4 1
•5.5

Hypertension 
Heart disease

86.7
70 2
32 6
46 4

29v.5
21.5
23 7

1.002.7
387.9

•3.4
•4.0

•2.0
7.0

1,033.4
422.0

Total persons reporting accidents 40.2 113.7 164.8 282.8 202.0 80.0 885.5

Acute nasopharv ngitis 
Influenza
Asthma

99.4
41.6

865.8 
399 3
298.0

679
45.6
12.9

30.4
87.4
•3.4

42.1
10.1 
•5.6

957.6
476.3
315.4

Total persons 1,174.4 2,569.0 2,588.0 4,514.1 2,914.0 1,407.1 15,166.9

I 2 weeks ago or less

Eczema, dermatitis 7.3 517.9 •3.2 •3 2 1.0 531.6

Arthritis
Sciatica
Disorders of the intervertebral disc
Back trouble (unspecified)

39..1

•17 
9.5

507.8
12.6
28.6

188.4 •3.0 20.5

21.8
•2.0
•3.8
25.2

561.0
17.7
51.9

337.3

More 
More 
More 
More 
More

Total

Injuries 7.2 289.4 29.4 603 121.5 595.2
Total

Headache —due to stress tension 
Headache—due to unspecified or (rival 

cause

502.5 •2.8 505.2

•3.1 1.526.7 9.3 •6.1 •3.9 1.543 8

(a) Docs not include dentisu. 
totals

(b) Each person may have Uken more than one type of action in relation to any ilirtess condition and. therefore, components do not add to

than 
than 
than 
than 
than

2

3 
6 
I

weeks to 4 weeks 
weeks to 12 weeks 
months to 6 months 
months to 12 months 
year ago

persons reporting accidents

persons

29
•0.3

3.2 
04 
0.4 

•O.I 
•0 1 
•0.2

0 8 
0 6
0 .3 
04 
II

— per cent —

0 .5 
0.5 
0 2
04
2.5

07 
0 6
0 3 
04

1.0 
0.6 

•0.4
•0 3 
•0 4

3.1

2 .3 
0 f.
0.5
0.2
0..3
2.0

3.4 4.3 5.7 5.8

100.0 too.o 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 loo.n
(a) Details were obtained onl> about the mosi recent accident uhich had resulted in illness or injurs exptnenced during the luo uecks prior lo inters lew; no info-niation 

uas obtained about accidents » hith did not result in illness or injurs during the two weeks prior to intersicu
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TABLE 48. PERSONS WHOSE MOST RECENT ACCIDENT(a) OCCURRED DURING THE FOUR WEEBIS 
PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: PLACE OF OCCURRENCE BY TYPE(S) OF INJURY, 

CHILDREN AND ADULTS, AUSTS ALIA, 1983
(W)

Phct of ocatrrencr

Typffi) of . ijury Home Work
Eàucotiono! 

inifiiution
Street! 

rood Oihtr(b) Toro!

CHILDREN (UNDER 15 YEARS OLD)
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CBART Q. PERSONS WHOSE MOST RECENT ACCn)ENT(s) OCCURRED DURING THE FOUR WEEKS PRIOR 
TO ENTERVXEW: TYPE(S) OF INJURY, CHILDREN AND ADULTS. AUSTRALIA. 19B3

TYFE or INJURY

•URNS OR SCALDS

Burns or »cslds
Cut or breaking of skin (laceration)
Bruise or crushing
Sprain, strain or iwisi
Fractures
Foreign body/harmful contaci(c)
Interna) injuriesfd) 
Oiher

•3.8
21.2
J5.4

•2.1
•5.0

•2-0

Joiolfe) 47.6

T.l
8.8

•2.2

•1.«

23.8

ADULTSiAGED 15 YEARS ANDOVER)

12.9 
•3.5
•I.»

16.9

•3.0 
184 
11.3
7.6 

•3.5 
•2.0

•2.0

42.8

7.7
60.2
39.1
16.3
8.3
8.5

6.3

131.0

LACERATIONS

BRUISES

SFRAINS/STRAINS

I

3 
1

Burns or scalds
Cut or breaking of skin (laceration)
Bruise or crushing
Sprain, strain or twist
Fractures
Foreign body / harmful contact(c)
Internal injuries(d)
Other

15 I 
41 6 
24.6 
160 
11.7
8 6 

•2.0 
•4.8

•4.7
227 
17.8 
195
•2.6 
69

•3.8

11.4
16.7
7.0

•4.5
20.4
24.3
34.2
8.7

•2.2

25.4 
»7.4
85.6
80.4
26.1
18.0

FOISCNZBITE ETC

OTHER INJURY <W

1“
SO

“I—
40

"T“ 
30 20

T” 
10

UH

0
"T" 

10 20
“T 
30

“T
40 SO

13.8 PER CENT OF CHILDREN/ADULTS REPORTING AN ACCIDENT

Total(f) 1099 69.4 7.7 30.0 88.0 303.9

TOTAL

Burns or scalds
Cut or breaking of skin (laceration) 
Bruise or crushing
Sprain, strain or (wist
Fractures
Foreign body'harmful contact(c)
Internal injuries(d) 
Other

190 
62.8 
40 I 
17.4 
13.8 
13.6 
•2.5

6.8

22.7 
17.8 
19.5
•2.6 
69

»0 
111
9.1

•2.4

•1.8

Tola 1(c) 157.6 69.4 31.5

243
202
9.0

•3.3

•3.2

7.5
38.8
35.6
41.8
12.3
•4.2

7.1

33.1 
157.6 
124.8
967 
34.4
26.5 
•3.2 
20.2

CHILDREN (UNDER 15 YEARS) 
ADULTS (15 YEARS AND OVERJ

131.7 6374
(a) ^laili ware obiaincd only about the most recent accident ohich Itad resulted tn illness or injuryeaperienced durinllhc Iwo areelis peioc lo inlcrvicw: iio nronMIion 

was obtained about accidents which did not result in illness or injury during the two weeks prior to interview. ------- ••
pubiicpiaccs Ic) Includes poisoning, splinters and injuries caused b) antmal or insect bites or stings. Id) Includes i.ptumand herniu ' (c) Eacb Mrsoii may kavc 
»«bin a cairor ““»»O •"<’ therefore, components do not add lo totals: peraons may appear in a number ofcategonaa b« limy may appear oaly once

(c) Includes poisoning, »plinteri and injuries caused bj animal or insect bites or stings.
<b) Include» area» used fc»r »pon or recreation and other

(e) Each person may have
uiihin a category.

(a) Details «ere obtained only about the moat recent accident which bad resulted in illness 
or injury experienced during the two weeks prior to interview; no information was 
about accidents which did not result in illness or injury during the two weeks prior to 
interriew. (b) Includes internal injuries.
Note. Each person msy have reported more than one type of injury and, therefore, may 
appear io a number of categories but only once within each category.

TABLE 41. PERSONS W HOSE MOST RECENT ACCIDENT!.) O( Cl RRED DI RING THE EOl R WEEKS 
PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: TYPE(S) OF INJVRY BY AGE AND SEX. ALSTKALIA. IMl 
 (■*«)

Age group (\ears)

Typ^fs) of injury VnJer 3 3-14 ¡3-24 23-44 43-64
63 and

Mates Fenwtes Persons

Bums or scalds
Cut or breaking of skin (laceration) 
Bruise or crushing
Sprain, strain or twist 
Fractures
Foreign body; harmful coniaci(b)
Internal injuries(c) 
Other

•5 1 
20.9 
116

•2..1

•2.5 
.39.3 
27.6 
I6.Ü 
8.1

•6.2

•5.1
34.4
29.8
32 3

8.9 
6 6

13.2
37,0
31 4
29.8

7.3
6 4

•5.7 
17.8 
17.6 
14 6
64 

•4.1

•1.5
8.2
6 8 

•3.6
•3.0

15 8
99 I 
76.1 
65.7
20 3 
14.7

17..3 
58.5 
48.6 
31 0 
14.1
11.8

•1.6 1.7 •5.9 14.4 •5.K

157.6 
124 8
96 7 
34.4 
26.5 
•3 2
20.2

TotaRd) 37.7 »3.3 les.d 118.9 59.8 21.9 268.4 168.5 437.0
(a) IX'iails were obiaincd only about ihc mo'i rccrni acvidrni » h»ch had resutird in i1Iik'>'< ni injur\ experienced during the two ueeks privi to inierx lew. no inlormaiioii 

»a> obtained about aucidenis uhivh did not result in illnvs» or injurs during tht i»o uecks piioi lo interview 
antmalorinseci biles orsiings. (c) Includes rupturesand hernÌH^ './.t l
do not add to totals; persons m;») appear in a number of rategori

— . . ----- , ..........    (h) Includes poisoning. splinirr> and injuries caustd by
(d) 1 ach person may have reporud iniuncs from more than one category and. therefore, compm.cnis 

rs bu! they may appear onl) once *nhiti a caiegory
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I APPENDIX I

TECHNICAL NOTE ON SAMPLING VARIABILITY

Eiiimation procedure
Estimates derived from the survey were obtained by- 

using a complex ratio estimation procedure, which 
ensures that the survey estimates conform toan indepen­
dently estimated distribution of the population by age 
and sex, rather than to the age and sex distribution within 
the sample itself. The survey was conducted over a 12 
month period and estimates were made to conform to the 
population distribution at each quarter of the year.

likely difference is the relative standard error, which is 
obtained by expressing the standard error as a percentage 
of the estimate.

3. Space does nol allow for Ihe separate indication of 
the standard error of all estimates in this publication. A 
table of standard errors and relative standard errors for

Reliiblity of the estimates
2. Since the estimates in this pubication arc based on
information obtained from occupants of a sample of 
dwellings they arc subject to sampling variability: that is, 
they may differ from the figures that would have been 
produced if all dwellings had been included in the survey. 
One measure of the likely difference is given by the 
standard error, which indicates the extent to which an 
estimate might have varied by chance because only a 
sample of dwellings was included. There are about two 
chances in three that a sample estimate will differ by less 
than one standard error from the figure that would have 
been obtained if all dwellings had been included, and 
about nineteen chances in twenty that the difference will 
be less than two standard errors. Another measure of the

estimates of numbers of persons is given below (Table A). 
These figues will not give a precise measure of the 
standard error of a particular estimate but they will 
provide an indication of its magnitude. An example of 
the calculation and use of standard errors is as follows: 
Table 14 shows that the estimated number of persons 
aged 2 years and over, who had a dental consultation 
during the two weeks prior to interview, was 754,700. 
From Table A below it can be seen that, as the estimate is 
between 500,(MX) and l,0(X),0(X), the standard error for 
Australia is between 10,600 and 13,700. The standard 
error is therefore approximately 12,200 (rounded to the 
nearest 100). Therefore there are about two chances in 
three that the value that would have been produced if all 
dwellings had been included in the survey will fall within 
the range 742,500 to 766,900 and about nineteen chances 
in twenty that the value will fall within the range 730,300 
to 779,100. This example is illustrated in the following 
diagram.

TABLE A. STANDARD ERRORS OE ESTIMATES —PERSONS

Si:e oJ eMiniaif 5.5 M. I Ji. Q/d Ta\ ACT.
lusiru/iu

—number —

Relative 
standard ern.i 

(per ceni/aj

I

1

500 
600 
hoo 

1.000 
J.200 
l.5(X) 
1.800 
2.000 
2.500 
3.00(1 
3.500 
4.000 
4.500 
5.000 
6.000

lO.OiKJ 
20.000 
50.00(»

100,000 
200.000 
300.000 
500.000

1.000,000 
2,000,000 
5.000,000

920 
96<l 

1.050 
1. 15» 
1.250 
1.250 
l.4(MI 
l.5(HI 
1.650 
2.050 
2.KXI 
4.150 
5.500 
7.200 
S.400 

10.100 
l.t.OOO 
16.400

920 Ì 
970 

1.100 
l.20(» ! 
1,250 > 
I,.350 I 
1.400 
1.500 I 
1.650 J 
2.050 
2.750 
4,000 
5,200 
6.700 
7.700 
9.200 

11.400 
14.000

62(» ì 
7(X! 
“70 
bin 
9(Kí I

ì 980 
1.050 
1.15(7 
l.2(8t

I 1.25o 
1,350 
1.700 
2.300 
3,350 
4.350 
5,6O(‘ 
6.400 
7,500 
9,30(1

420 
470 
510 
56<>
610 
640 
710

44Ü "j

770 
830 
880
930
970 

1.050 
1.300 
1.700 
2.400 
3.100 
3,900 
4.400 
5,100

490 
540 
600 
650 
680 
750 
820 
880 
930 
980

1.000 
1.100 
1.350 
I,8tX) 
2.550 
3.300 
4,150 
4.700 
5,500

■ 250 
280 
320

• 35(7 
390 
430

. 460 
48(1 
530 
580 
620 
650 
680 
710 
770 
940

1.200 
1.650 
2,050 
2.5(X)

420 ■ 
460 
490

‘ 54(7 • 
580 
600

. 660 ) 
710 
750 
790 
8.10 
860 
930

1.100 
1,450 
2,000

Í ,160
.19(1 
42(1 
460 
500

< 520 
560 
600 
64 (J 
670 
700 
730 
770 
920

1.150 
1.500 
1.800

650 
740
810 
H60 
970

1.050
1.150 
1.25(1
1.300 
l.40<t 
I.50Í’ 
1.950 
2.750 
4.150 
5,600 
7,4(h'i 
8,700 

10,600 
13,'’(X) 
I7.4(X> 
23.3(K)

54 5 
49.2 
45 2 
43.1 
38.8 
35 6 
33.0 
.■i 1.0 
29.2 
27.8 
25 4 
19 6 
I.Vb
8..1 
5.6

29 
2 1 
1.4 
0 9

(,‘i In ihi, rublitalionctimatc, with a rclalivcslandardcrroi oi more than 50 pci cent ha\c nol been show 11 Biailel, around »landaid enol, indican a rei 'lue Ma io od 
error exceeding 25'(
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lOOO.
760 -1 

775 -

IIQ -

765 “

IhZ -

755 -
fcstimaied vdiue 19 chance* in 20 iha; ihe 

► -.......... - value lies m this range
if all Owehings mulurted 

75C - 

745 -

740 - 2 chances m 3 that the 
value hes >n this ra^ige 
i( all dwellings included

730 -

Pe'sons ageo 2 vears and over who 
had a dental consultation during 
the two weeks pnor to interview

The sire of the standard error in relation to the estimate 
indicates that the actual value could be greater or less 
(within standard error ranges) than the published figure.
4. As the standard errors in the table show, ¡he smaller 
the estimate the higher is the relative standard error. Very 
small estimates would thus be subject to such high 
standard errors (relative to the size of the estimate) as to 
detract seriously from their value for most reasonable 
uses. In this publication, only estimates with relative 
standard errors less than 25 per cent are considered 
sufficiently reliable for most purposes. However estimates 
w ith relative standard errors between 25 and 50 per cent 
have been included and are preceded by an asterisk (e.g. 
*6.4) to indicate that they are subject to high standard 
errors and should be used with caution. Estimates with 
relative standard errors greater than 50 percent have not 
been show n as thc\ are considered too unreli ible for use. 
These estimates have been replaced by an asterisk (*).
5. The reliability ol an estimated percentage or rate 
computed by using sample data for both numerator and 
denominator, depends upon both the size of the numerator 
and the size of the denominator. However, Ihe relative 
standard error of Ihe estimated percentage will generally 
be lower than the relative standard error of the estimate 
of the numerator. The relative standard errors of the 
numerator can be determined from Table A.
Approximate standard errors of ratc.s or percentages may 
be derived by first obtaining the relative standard error of 
the number ol persons corresponding to the numerator of 
this rale or percentage and then apply ing this figure to Ihe 
estimated rale or percentage. An example of this calcula­
tion is as follows; T able 30 shows that the percentage of 
persons aged 6,5 years and over in Australia who took 
medication during the two weeks prior to interview is 
84.5 per cent, and the numerator of this percentage is 
1,188,700 By interpolation from Table A the standard 
error of the numerator is approximately 14,400. which is 
a relative standard error of 1.2 per cent. The standard 
erroi of 84..5 per cent can then be approximated by:
Percentage x Relative standard error

1.2 
= 84.5 X 100.0 
= 1.0

Therefore there arc two chances in three that the 
percentage that would have been obtained if all dwellings 
had been included in the survey is in the range 83.5 to 85.5 
per cent and about nineteen chances in twenty (hat it is in 
the range 82.5 to 86.5 per cent.

6. Published figures may also be used to estimate the 
difference between Iwo survey estimates (estimates of 
numbers, rates or percentages). Such a figure is itself an 
estimate and is iherelore subject to sampling error. The 
sampling error of the difference between Iwo survey 
estimates depends on the standard errors of the original 
estimates and on the relationship (correlation) between 
the Iwo original estimates. An approximate standard 
error of the difference between two estimates (x-y) may 
be calculated by the following formula:

Standard error (x-y)

- \/ [Standard error (x)]’ + [Standard error (y)p

While this formula will only be exact for differences 
between separate and uncorrelated (unrelated) charac­
teristics of sub-populations, it is expected to provide a 
good approximation for all differences likely to be of 
interest in this publication.

An example of the use of the above formula is as follows: 
The difference between the estimates of the number of 
persons in Australia who had their most recent doctor 
consultation al a doctor's office or surgery and those who 
had their most recent doctor consultation at the out­
patient or emergency section of a hospital (Table 12):

2,251,400 - 248,400 = 2,003,000

The standard error of this estimate can be calculated as 
follows. From Table .A the standard errors of each of the 
Iwo original estimates can be approximated as 17,900 
and 8,000 respectively. Therefore the standard error of 
the difference 2.003,000 is given by:

Standard error (difference)

- v/ (17,900)’ + (8,000)-
- 19,600 (rounded to nearest 100)

Thus there are about Iwo chances in three that the 
difference that would have been obtained, if all dwellings 
had been included in the survey is within the range 
1,983,400 to 2,022.600 and about nineteen chances in 
twenty that this difference is between 1,963,800 and 
2,042,200.

7. The imprecision due to sampling variability, which 
i.s measured by the standard error, should not be 
conhiscd with inaccuracies that may occur because of imperfections 
in reporting by interv iewersand respondents. Inaccuracies 
of this kind are referred to as ihenon-sampUng error, and 
they may occur in any eiiuineralion. whethei it be a full 
count or only a sample. Every effort is made to reduce the 
non-sampling error to a minimum by carclul design ol 
questionnaires, intensive training and supervision o( 
interviewers, and efficient operating procedures.

t 
i

APPENDIX II

COMPARISON OF RESULTS WITH THE 1977-78 AHS-SPECIFIC TOPICS

This appendix contains additional, topic-specific, 
information on the comparability of this survey and the 
1977-78 AHS and should be used in conjunction with the 
general comments on comparability' provided in the 
Explanatory Notes (paragraphs 38-40).

The following points should be taken into account 
when comparing results from this survey w it h those of the 
1977-78 AHS:

I (a) Illness conditions—the methodology used in the 
1977-78 AHS to collect information about illness 
conditions focused on the manifestation of ill- 
health in the individual. Respondents were sup­
plied with a list of complaints and symptoms 
from which people often suffer and asked if they 
had experienced any of these complaints or 
symptoms during the Iwo weeks prior to inter­
view. They were also asked whether they had 
experienced any other complaints or symptoms 
not incuded on the list. The underlying illness 
conditions which caused any complaints or 
symptons were ascertained where possible.

The 1983 survey did not make use of a list of 
complaints and symptons; instead, information 
about illness conditions was obtained indirectly. 
Respondents were asked if they had taken any of 
a range of health-related actions (e.g. consulted a 
doctor, taken medication, etc.) during the two 
weeks prior to interview . The reasons (i.e. the 
specific illnesses, injuries or other reasons) for 
taking each action were also recorded. Respon­
dents were later asked if they had experienced 
any other illness or injury during the two weeks 
prior to interview which had not already been 
mentioned in the context of health-related 
actions.

The emphasis on health-related actions in the 
1983 AHS. a nd the absence of a list of complaints 
and symptoms with which to prompt respon­
dents, may have caused respondents to report 
mainly those conditions w hich had a considerable 
effect on themselves rather than conditions 
which had little effect and for which no action 
was taken.

I

Coding of illness conditions differs between this 
survey and the 1977-78 AHS and, therefore, it is 
not possible to compare data on some conditions 
or groups of conditions from the two surveys. In 
the 1977-78 AHS. all recent illness conditions 
reported were coded to the most appropriate 
category (at the fourth digit level) of the Eighth 
Revision (1965) of the International Classifi­
cation of Diseases (KT)' with only a few small 
modifications In the 198.7 survey, al! illness 

condilion.s (and other reasons for action) were 
coded to a list of 92 selected conditions, symp­
toms and treatments based predominantly on 
the Ninth Revision (1975) of the ICD (see 
paragraph 3.3 of the Explanatory Noles for 
further details of coding).

(b) Doctorconsiilialions — the 1977-78 AHS includes 
doctor consultations which look place during an 
episode in hospital. The 198.3 survey excludes 
these.

(c) Doctor consultaiions in relation to illnes.^ con-
dilions experienced—\n the 1977-78 AHS,
person who experienced an illness condition 
during the two weeks prior to interview is 
counted as having consulted a doctor about that 
condition if he or she consulted a doctor about 
it—

(i) during the two weeks prior to interview.

(ii) previously, or

(iii) if, al the time of interview, arrangements 
had been made for a consultation.

In Ihe 1983 survey, only doctor consultations 
which occurred during the two weeks prior to 
interv iew are related to the specific illness con­
ditions which resulted in a consultation.

(d) Episodes in hospital—the 1983 survey excludes 
episodes in nursing and convalescent homes 
whereas, in the 1977-78 survey, episodes in 
nursing and convalescent homes are included as 
episodes in hospital

(e) Dental consuliaiion.s—in the 1977-78 AHS re­
spondents were asked when they had last con­
sulted ‘ . . . a dentist'. An expanded concept of 
dental consultation was used in the 198.3 survey 
and respondents were asked when they had last 
consulted . . . a dentist or anyone about their 
teeth, dentures or gums'(see paragraph 26 of the 
Explanatory Notes). This is consistent with 
other dental health surveys conducted by the 
ABS: namely, Ihe Adults' Dental Survey, Feb­
ruary-May, 1979; the Children'.s Sight. Hearing 
and Dental Survey. February-May. 1979; and. 
the Children's Dental Survey, November, 1983.

The 1977-78 survey provides information about 
dental consultations for persons aged 6 yeais 
and over. The 198.3 survey piovidcs dental 
information on persons aged 2 years and ovci.

(f) Other hcahhprofessionals—the rclercnce period 
for information about consultations with olhei 
health professionals (OHPs) is the four weeks
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prior to interview for the 1977-78 AHS; for the 
1983 survey the reference period is the two weeks 
prior to interview.

Inthe 198.T survey, questions about consultations 
with OHPs were extended to include psycholo­
gists. herbalists and acupuncturists. Questions 
about consultations with chiropodists, chiro­
practors, osteopaths and naturopaths, which 
were asked only of adults in the 1977-78 survey, 
were also asked of children in the 1983 survey.

Specific reasons for consulting OHPs were not 
ascertained in the 1977-78 AHS and all consul­
tations with OH Ps were included in the estimates. 
Inthe 198.3 AHS, consultations with the following 
OHPs were included only if they were consulted 
about an illness condition:

(i) Dats away from school—in the 1977-78 survey, 
information about days away from school due to 
illness or injury was obtained for all children 
aged 6to I4yearsand persons aged I5yearsand 
over who stated that their usual major activity 
wa.s ‘school student'or ‘full-time tertiary student'. 
In the 1983 survey, information about days away 
from school was obtained for all children aged 5 
to 14 years, full-time students aged 15 years and 
over, and part-time students aged 15 years and 
over who were not also working in a job or 
business. Correspondence students aged 15 years 
and over were excluded.

(m) Accidents—in the 1977-78 AHS, information 
was obtained about accidents which resulted in 
treatment at the hospital or from a doctor, a 
dentist, a chemist or nurse or which resulted in a 
Slay in bed. Whereas, in the 1983 survey, infor­
mation was collected about accidents which 
resulted in any illness or injury experienced 
during the two weeks prior lo interview irrespec­
tive of whether or not any treatment was received.

In the 1977-78 survey, details were recorded lor 
the most recent accident which occurred during 
the two weeks prior to interview while, for the 
1983 AHS, details were recorded for the most 
recent accident which occurred during the four 
weeks prior lo interview.

• chemist

• optician, optometrist

• physiotherapist

(j) Days away from work—sn the 1977-78 AHS, 
information about days away from work due to 
illness or injury was collected from persons aged 
15 years and over who had a job or business 
during the week prior to interview. In the 1983 
survey, information about days off work, was 
collected from persons aged 15 years and over 
who had a job or business at the time of 
interview.

I

• psychologist 

• social worker'welfare officer 

• chiropodist podiatrist 

• district, home or community nurse (for adults)

• baby health nurse, school nurse, district, home 
or community nurse (for children)

(g) Days in hospital/ days in bed (other than days in 
hospital)—in the 1977-78 AHS, respondents 
were only asked .how many days they spent in 
bed due to illness or injury during the two weeks 
prior to interview whereas, in the 1983 AHS, 
information on days spent in bed was obtained 
in two parts:

(i) Respondents were first asked how many 
days they stayed in hospital during the two 
weeks prior to interview.

(ii) Respondents were then asked how many 
days they stayed in bed (apart from in 
hospital) due to illness or injury during the 
two weeks prior to interview.

(h) Days of other reduced activity—the 1977-78 
AHS estimates include all persons who cut­
down on their usual activities (apart from days 
spent in bed) during the two weeks prior to 
interview due to illness or injury, regardless of 
when they had started to cut-down. The 1983 
survey only includes persons who started lo cut­
down on their usual activities in the six months 
prior to interview.

In the 1977-78 AHS, information about days 
away from work was obtained for all jobs held 
by the respondent. In the 1983 survey, where a 
respondent had more than one one job, details 
were sought on their main job only.

(k) Days away from school I work in relation to days 
of reduced activity—in the 1977-78 AHS, the 
definitions of a day away from school and a day 
away from work stated that a day away from 
school,.'work was also a day cf reduced activity. 
However, fun her analysis of the data has revealed 
that about 21 per cent of all persons reporting a 
day away from school,'work did not also report 
a day of reduced activity (i.e. a day in bed or a 
day, other than a day in bed, when a person 
cut-down on his or her usual activities due to 
illness or injury).

Data on days away from school work was
collected inthe same way for the 1983 survey and 
it was found that about 35 percent of all persons 
reporting a day away from school, work did not 
also report a day of reduced activity (i.e. a day in 
hospital, a day in bed (other than a day in 
hospital), a day (other than a day in hospital ora 
day in bed) w hen a person cut-dow n on his or her 
usual activities due to illness or injury).

(1) Medication taken—unlike the 1977-78 AHS, no 
information is available fiom the 198.3 .AHS 
about the consumption of birth control pills 
during the tw o days prior to inters iew. Informa­
tion about all other types of medication taken 
during the two days prior to interview is compar­
able with results Ironi the 1977-78 AHS.
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APPENDIX ill

POPULATION ESTIMATES FOR USE IN CALCULATION OF RATES

ESTIMATED POPVLATIOM«): ACE BV SEX, STATES AND TERRITORIES. IM.T 
IW) 

group (\ears)

Vndfr 5 S-Ì4 15-24 25-44 45-64
65 and 

over 2-4
2 ond 

over 18-50 >4 U agei

SOUTH WALES

\

Male^ 
Females

20K.6
197 4

442 0
426 4

441 3
434.3

788 4
779.8

525 8
526.1

211.9
291 4

122 8
116.2

2.532 1
2,574 2

1,269.9
1.244 0

2.617 9
2.655.4

Pff\<>ns 4it6.(l 868 4 875.6 I.56H I ¡.051 9 503 2 23^.0 5J06 4 5.27J.Î

VICTORIA

Mair*
Females

151.6
145 0

342 8
327.3

348 I
342 5

587.6
586 5

3K9 2
386 6

165 9 
216.3

89 8
85 9

1.923 4
1.947 2

947.9
950.4

1,985 3 
2.006 2

Pffiony 296.6 670 ! 690 6 1.174 ! 777.8 382.2 175 f 3.8706 1.898 2 3.991.5

QUEENSLAND

Males
Females

IÜI 9 
959

220 9
212 3

211.9
209,5

.76.12

.755.0
225.5
222 2

1000
122 4

6O4
569

1.181.9
1,178 4

584.5
571.1

1.223 4 
1.217.4

Pfro>n\ ¡97.8 433 2 7t8.2 447.7 222 4 H7.3 2.360.3 ¡.¡55.7 2.440.8

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Males
Females

48 4
46,2

109 2
102 5

1149
1120

192.9
192 9

132 4
134 I

59.2
82 0

28 7
27 4

6.77..7
650.6

3132 
312.7

657 0
669 5

Penon^ 94.5 2H 7 226 9 385.7 266.5 ¡41.2 56 J ¡.288 I 625 9 J.326 5

WESTERN AUST RALIA

Males 
Females

56.3
53 7

122 1
114 9

1189
116.2

21.7 3
205 7

120 5
117.2

46,2
57.5

33 3
31 8

654 3
643 7

339 4
328.6

677,3
665 2

Ptrxon\ ¡¡00 237.0 235.¡ 4¡9 0 237.8 ¡03 7 65 J ¡.297.6 668 0 ¡.342.5

TASMANIA

Males
Females

17.8
17.0

37 9
36 4 .V.5

62 2 
609

4u 0
4Ì» 7

180
22 7

10.5
10 1

20e 2 
207.9

1004
IOijO

213 5
214 9

34.8 74 3 75.3 ¡23 3 80 3 40 7 20.5 434 3 200.4 4

NORTHERN TERRITORY

Males
Females

7.2
7.0

14 1
13 9

12.2
12 I

25 8
22 6

9.3
6,2 L5

4.2
5.2

bl I 
61.6

36.9
32 0

70 2
63 3

Penon^ ¡4.3 28 6 24 3 48 4 2.6 9.4 328 7 /JT.4

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAI TERRITORV

Males
Females

10’ 
IÜ I

19 0
199

37.0
40 5

18 3
18 2 6.5

6 3
6 I

108 6
113 5

58.2
62.2

112 9 
117.5

Per.^orin 20 8 45 6 3^ 9 77.5 36.5 ¡3.0 ¡2 4 222 0 230 4

AUSTRALIA

Males
Females

602 7 
571.y

1.313.0
1.256.0

1JO4 0 
I.2M0

2.270.3
2.243.8

1.461 0
1.453 0

6(X- 7
800 ,7

355.9
339 7

7.310 9
7.776 9

3.650.4
3.601.0

1.55-^ 5
1.009.5

Persons 1.174.6 2.569.0 2.5SRÛ 4.514.1 2.914-0 1,407.1 695.6 14.6R7.il 7^51.4 15,166.9

(a> 1 her estimale, eoitesponj lo Ihe p«.pobl...o ber..hma.k. fol Iht Autti.li.n Health Solve.. I9H anO .etc deioeti fioitt ar. averagi of the loot mid-quarle.lv 

popukiiioh cAiimjies ict IQx.^ adiusicd lor thp «.opt of the *urse>

14.6R7.il
quarle.lv

