
COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND 
STATISTICS CANBERRA, AUSTRAi.IA EMBARGO: 6 P.K. 5 September 1972

Reference No. 6.27

INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES, JUNE 1972 (PRELIMINARY)

This bulletin contains statistics ot industrial disputes for the month of June 1972 and some previous periods. 
More information about these disputes will appear later in the detailed quarterly mimeograph industrial Disputes (Reference 
No. 6.6).

2. 
more.

The statistics of industrial disputes refer only to disputes involving a stoppage of work of ten man-days or 
!. Workers involved include workers directly and indirectly involved in disputes. Workers indirectly involved are

employees thrown out of work at the establishments where the stoppages occurred but not themselves parties to Ihe dispute. 
Particulars of some stoppages (e.g. those involving a large number of establishments) may be estimated and the statistics 
therefore should be regarded as giving a broad measure of the extent of stoppages of work (as defined).

Stoppages of work at diflerent pomir oi time and at different establishments due to the same cause may be 
regarded as one industrial dispute. Howe .v an .nuusirial dispute occurring in more than one State is counted as a separate 
dispute in each State. A dispute invo vij'g workers .n 'noic than one industry group in a State or Territory is counted once
onl> in ihe number oi in the jiujstry ¿¡roup tJia! has the largest number of workers involved; but workers
involved, working Jays losi ind rstinuiied ioss in wages are allocated to their respective industry groups. Disputes not settled
at the end ot a year are indudvu as iiew disputes in the figures for the following year. The monthly statistics refer to all
disputes operative in the month, including those disputes that commenced in previous months. In Table 1 details of the
ii'iniber of disputes and workers involved are shown separately for disputes beginning in the month and for all disputes. Any 
discrepancies between totals and sums of components are due to rounding.

For statistics of industrial disputes for earlier periods see Labour Report No. 55. !970 (Reference No. 6.7).

TABLE 1. - INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES : AUSTRALIA

Number of disputes
Workers involved 

f'OOO/

Period
Beginning 
in month Total fa/

Beginning 
in month Total fa/

Workirsg 
davs lost fa/ 

f’OOO/

Estimated 
loss in 

wages (a/ 
fi'OOO/

1967
1968
1969
1970
1971

1,340 
1,713 
2,014 
2,738
2,404

483.3
720.3

1,285.2
1,367.4
1,326.5

705.3 
1,079.5 
1,958.0 
2,393.7 
3,068.6

7,263.1
12,115.2
22,985.7
30,883.3
45,241.3

1971 -

July 
Augu.ti 
September 
October 
November 
December 

1972 -
January 
February 
March 
April (b) 
May (b) 
June(b)

224 
296 
257
185 
215 
173
101

244 
314 
283 
209
222 
190 
106

80.2
437.8
121.2

73.9
87.7
61.9
49.4

84.6
449.3
149.4
94.7
89.5
63.0
53.8

121.1
516.7
358.0
409.4
154.4
109.7
191.8

1,737.2
7,431.3
5,415.2
6,261.8
2,101.6
1,641.3
2,694.3

1971 : January to June
1972 ; January to June (b)

125 
177
153 
197 
292 
219

125
182
167
202
315
241

38.3
67.2
56.6
81.7

206.4
75.8

38.3
70.7
63.4
81.8

213.2
79.9

53.8
132.3
116.9
122.2
266.6
167.9

773.7
2,062.7
1,881.2
1,733.1
4,189.3
2,616.2

1,177
1,163

494.7
525.9

1,328.6
859.7

19,696.0
13,256.2

(a) Refers to all dispulai operative in Ihe period - see paragraph 3 above, (b) Subject to revision.



Period

TABLE 2. - INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES : INDUSTRY GROUPS, AUSTRALIA 
WORKING DAYS LOST (’000) (a)

Mining and 
quarrving Manufacturing

Coal 
tntning Other

Engineering, 
etc. fhj Other

Building 
and 

construc­
tion

TYansport

Stevedoring Other

Other 
industry 
groups

AU 
industry 
groups

1967
1966
1969
1970
1971

48.4
61.1
76.1

178.4
251.6

10.6
67.7
76.9
76.5
83.2

259.3
423.5
643.6
625.9
636.7

157.7
130.3
320.7
464.0
344.8

84.5 
119.5 
276.4 
642.6

1,208.9

17.9
77.3

136.2
148.3
73.9

70.6
77.0

283.2
120.1
268.1

56.4
123.0
144.9
137.9
201.5

705.3
1,079.5
1,958.0
2,393.7
3,068.6

1971 - 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1972 - 
January 
February 
March 
April (c) 
May (c) 
June <c>

19.7
50.7
54.8
44.4

14.2
2.2

5.1
4.6
5.5

10.9
8.1

3U.O
271.9
48.4

42.7
20.9

7.4

24.6
46.6
28.6
41.6
65.3
25,1
13,9

12.«
60.4

132.7
278.3

17.4
18.2
8.9

13.6
19.1
3.7

8.9
42.4
70.0

2.0

2.1
10.2

7.1
3.8

15 ;
0.:

10.9

¡0.0

22.5
12.6

121.9
31 S

21,0
51.4
18.9
19.7
66.5
24.8

?.l 
37.0 
11.2 
14.0 
28.2 
13.8

2.5
2.3

0.7
3.2
2.5
4.5
3.3
9.8

1971 : January tn June
1972 : January to June (c) J5,6

48,3 
38.0

220-4 
219.0

123.8
202.3

692.9
106.5

43.8
23.9

(a) Refers Io all disputes opt.a.jvc in the oeriod

Period hf.S.W.

16.0
69.4

0.2

8^8
31.8

4.8
60.7

61.9 
lO'z.7

1967
1966
1969
1970
1971

468.0
583.4
743.8

1,393.6
1,887.5

7.1 
21.0 
14.2
5.0 
8.9 

11.6 
84.2

10.7
10.0
35.5
29.1
35.4
6.1

56.5
126.8

121.1
516.7
358.0
409.4
154.4
109.7
191.8

53.8
132.3
116.9
122.2
266.6
167.9

1,328.6
859.7

- see paragraph J. page I, (b) Engineering, metals, vehicles, etc. (c) Subject to revision.

TABLE 3. - INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES : STATES 
WORKING DAYS LOST fOOO) (a)

l^ic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tas. Aust, fb)

107..3 
243.9 
717.2 
510.8 
689.6

88.2
158.6
238.6
179.2
271.4

18.7
51.1

129.0
93.1

111.2

6.0
21.8

101.4
141.1
69.4

7.3
13.0
9.9

32.2
20.6

705.3 
1,079.5 
1,958.0 
2,393.7 
3,068.6

1971 -

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

1972 -
J.inuary 
February 
March 
April (c) 
May (c) 
June(c)

57.9
211.2
146.9
345.3
48.7
69.8
74.4

28.9
147.4
156.5
22.0
78.4
17.3
99.7

14.9
104.9

23.5
17.7
16.4
8.9
9.5

7.0
41.8
13.4
10.2
5.6
9.4 
0.8

10.5

11.2
9.5
2.9
3.6
6.9

3.7 
2.2 
3.6
2.2 
0.4 
0.4

121.1
516.7
358.0
409.4
154.4
109.7
191.8

1971 : January to June
1972 : January to June (c)

18.0
32.7
55.2
41.5

133.7
54.9

22.6
58.3
22.2
56.9
78.2
60.1

5.8 
15.4 
20.0 
15.2 
24.9 
26.9

0.4
3.7
0.3
4.8
8.8
5.2

6.5
4.6

16.1
1.7

13.2
18.5

0.5 
1.9
2.6 
0.8
2.5
1.6

53.8
132.3
116.9
122.2
266.6 
167 9

991.1
336.0

168.2
298.3

90.5
108.3

29.9
23.2

30.1 
60.6

8.0
9.8

1,328.6
859.7

(a) Refers to all disputes operative in the period - see paragraph 3. page I. (b) Includes the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital 
Territory, (c) Subject to revision

Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics 

Canberra, A.C.T. 2600
J .P. O’NEILL

Commonwealth Statistician

NOTE. Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 63 9111 extension 2055 or, in each 
Stale capital, by telephoning the office of the Bureau of Census and Statistics.


