
7 . 2 . 4 .  VERNACULAR L I TERACY I N  THE WESTERN AND LOWER SOUTHERN 

H I GHLANDS P ROV I N CES : A CASE STUDY OF A M I SS I ON 'S I NVOLVEMENT 

7 . 2 . 4 . 1 .  I N TRODUCTORY  R E MARKS  

J oan Rule 

As early as 1 87 6 , Luigi d ' Alb e rt i s , t he flamb oyant , egocentric 

I talian botani s t , had e xp lored right up into the headwaters of the 

mighty Fly River , but i t  was not till the turn o f  the century that t he 

firs t government outpost in the Wes tern Province ( then called ' The  

Western Divi si on ' )  was e s t ab li shed at  Daru , on  an  off-shore i s l and due 

south of what was known as Kiwai Is land , j ust wes t of the Fly mouth . 
The London Mis s i onary Society had commenced work there a little earlier . 

The language , Kiwai , was reduced to writ ing by Rev .  Baxter Riley , lit­

eracy was pursued , and in the 19 50 s the New Testament was completed,  

and is  current ly used by the Kiwai . The London Mis s ionary Society , now 

part of  the group known as the Uni ted Church , also moved acros s  into 

coas tal areas of the We stern Province , but according to information 
re ceived from the Education Se cretary o f  the United Church , P apua regi on , 

there i s  no s pe c ific vernacular literature current ly b eing provided . 

7 . 2 . 4 . 2 .  I N I T I A L  P RO C E D U R E S  

A s  the Administrat i on penetrated the 6 0 0  mi les o f  the Fly Rive r ,  

estab li s hing outpos t s  and permitt ing mi ssi onary activity , the 

Unevangelised Fie l ds Mi s s i on ,  now known as the Asia Paci fic Chri s t ian 

Mis si on , moved in,  and the s t ory of vernacular literacy in the West ern 

Province and Lower Southern Highlands Province has been largely the 

s t ory o f  this Mis sion . As  the Mis s i on ' s  s tated policy from the out s et , 

in addit ion t o  ' evange l i s ation and e ducat ion o f  the national people ' , 

was ' the tran slation o f  the Holy Scriptures into their mother t ongue ' 

( U . F . M .  n . d . : 5 ) ,  the analys is of  th e local language , and t he promotion 
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of vernacular lit eracy were early priorities in e ach are a .  It  was 

re cognised t hat for any pers on , but e specially for a l inguis t i cally 

iso lated person , his language i s  the expres s i on of hims elf , and t he 

mos t  e ffe ctive communi cation is vernacular communicat ion . 

Men who by  force of  circums t anc es were continually at war and whose  

central intere s t  in l i fe was head-hunt ing were not t he ideal subj ect s 

for a sedentary and s e emingly t ame pursuit like vernacular literacy . 

Howeve r ,  one by one , the areas were entered , and aft er the firs t month s 

o f  s e t t ling in,  the languages were s t udied and reduced t o  writing : 

Gogodala , along t he Lower Fly River ,  and Aramia River ( 19 3 5 ) , and in 

the post-war years ; Suki , 2 0 0  mi les up t he Fly River on the s outhern 

s ide ( 19 46 ) ;  Zimakani , near t he j unct ion of the Fly and Stric kland 

Rivers and of the Lake Murray area to the north ( 19 4 8 ) ; Aekyom , along 

the b anks of the Ok Mart and ext ending t o  t he Fly ( 19 52 ) ;  Yonggom in 

the Lower Ok Tedi area ( 19 52 ) .  With t he opening of  the first Southern 

High lands Administrative post at Lake Kutubu in 1 9 4 9 , the Mi s sion moved 

in from the s outh ( per seaplane ) in 1950 , and the local language , Foe , 

was re corded and t he alphab et determined in 19 51 . As t he neighb ouring 

are as were opened up by t he Adminis t rat ion , t he Huli language of t he 

Tari area t o  t he north-we s t  was given its  alphab e t  ( 19 53 ) , and the Pole 

language of  t he Erave River to the s outh- east (a member of  t he Kewa 

group ) in 1 9 56 . The Mi s s ion great ly bene fit ed in that t he Summer 

Ins t i tut e of Linguis tics  had conduct e d  i t s  fir s t  summer s c hool in 

Aust ralia in 19 5 0 , and two o f  it s s tudent s who became e arly ass oc i at e  

s t aff members had j o ined t he Miss i on a s  linguist s ,  and were ab le  t o  do 

the initial phonological and grammati c al analys i s  of  these three lan­

guages , to check the previous ly completed alphab e t s , and also t o  under­

t ake the phonological analys i s  o f  the language s in all o f  the areas 

sub s e quently pc cupied , e xcept for two where the work was being handled 

by other  t rai�ed personne l .  The se various languages were the  Sao ( Sau) 

language of  the Samb erigi or Mt Murray area ( 19 56 ) ;  t he Pa language of 

the t rans-St rickland ( 19 59 ) ; the Kaluli ( O logo ) language of  the Mt 

Bos avi area ( 19 64 ) ; the Ningerum language on t he Ok Tedi near the Irian 

J aya  b order ( a  member of  the Ok Fami ly )  ( 19 6 7 ) ; the Bedamuni language 
of the Biami area ( 19 6 9 ) ;  and t he Kuni l anguage of t he Lake Murray area 

( 19 70 ) .  The alphab et s  o f  the Ta : me and Dudi languages ( b ot h  di alect s 
o f  Tirio ) on the s outh b ank of  the Lower Fly River , were che cked in 1 9 7 0 . 

This comp leted the t al ly o f  the larger l anguage s of  the s outh-we s t  are a .  
Summer Ins t itute of  Linguis ti c s  t eams analysed t h e  phono logy o f  t he 

Fasu language s outh-west o f  Lake Kutubu in 1 9 6 1 , the Sarno language north 

of  the Biami area in 19 7 1 ,  and a t e am is current ly work ing on  t he Polopa 

language of the area e as t  of Samberigi . 
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Where various Mis s ion groups or other agencies  are at work i n  the  

one language area ,  fai lure t o  reach agreement on  the orthography may 

mean c onsiderab l e  delay i n  t he vernacular programme .  However , in t hese  
t rib es  in  the  We stern and Lower Southern Highlands Provinces , the As ia 

Pacific Chri s t i an Mis s i on ( A . P . C . M . ) was t he only group w orking on 

vernacular literacy , except for the large Huli t rib e ,  where the Methodist 

Mis s i on ( now Unit ed Church ) ,  t he Capuchin Order of  the Roman Catholic 

Church , and the Seventh Day Adventist  Mi s s ion were also working in the 

initial years of  c ontac t . In that situat i on the A . P . C . M .  called a 

round-t able c on ference in 19 54 , att ended by representatives o f  all 

Mi s s i ons , at which it  s ubmi tted its alph ab e t  and proposed ort hography , 

and these were dis cussed and accepted by  all groups . More recent ly , 

in 19 7 0 , in response t o  reque s t s , a two-day s eminar was held at the 

Tari Administrati on Centre , where lect ures were given on the  alphabet , 

orthography and basic  grammat i cal features , for interested Mis s ion and 

Administrat ion personnel , by W . M .  Rule of the A . P . C . M .  

7 . 2 . 4 . 3 . P R I M E RS A N D  R EADERS  - M E T HODS A N D  C O N T E N T  

I n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s , along t he Lowe r Fly , t he fi rst mi ss ionaries , L .  Twyman , 

A .  Drys dale and F .  Briggs , who rece ived supplies by  c oastal s t eame r from 

Port Moresby only i rregularly and months apart , conducted t heir ini t ial 

lit eracy clas s e s  with charts as the y had neither duplicat ors nor any 

means o f  producing books . In the pos t-war years , as line s o f  communi ­

cat ion improved and duplicators ( and l ater  print ing-presses ) b e c ame 

part of field equipment , both the Gogodala and the s ub sequen t ly ent ered 

areas had first dupli cat ed , and t hen printed , primers and readers . 

S .  Horne and M .  Teale produced Gogodala primers and readers in 1 9 4 7- 4 8 ,  

and i n  e ach o f  the other areas , the books w ere prepared w it hin two or 

three years of the alphabet having been finali sed . The syllab le met hod 

of  teaching reading was used in the first sets  of primers in all t he 

ab ove-menti oned areas , ex cept for Huli , where t he literacy worker , 
E .  Twyman , e xperimented wit h the s ent ence method ,  though even here some 

li teracy teachers emp loyed the sy llable method , using t he books as 
readers . Both t hese methods were rep laced by a c omb inat ion method when 

primers were revised in all areas , commencing w i th Gogodala and Foe in 

t he mid- 19 6 0 s , and inc luding e ach language , t he mos t  recent be i ng Aekyom 

( 1 97 2 )  and Pa and Huli ( 19 7 3 ) . At this t ime , pre-readers were also 

introduced ,  some on mode ls prepared by  J .  Rule  and V.  Walton , s ome 

us ing the Department o f  Educat i on pre-re ader material . The neWly-opened 

areas , of  c ours e ,  had no previous primers . N .  Briggs at Bosavi put her 

first s e t  of  Kaluli primers and readers to use in 1971  and has found 
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them very s uc c es s ful . In the Biami area . entered in 1969 . T .  Hoey 
compi led primers in 19 7 3 .  tested t hem in 1974 . and is  now using t hem 

in dup licated form . The Gogodala primers used t he sentence met hod in 

s t ories  with c ontrolled vo cabulary . plus s eparate complement ary sy llab le 

drills . but the method followed in all t he other areas has b een to 

commence wi t h  key words of b as i c  interest  in the culture and . from these 

foc i . ( a) t o  build up into culturally relevant s tories . and (b ) t o  break 

down into syllab le dri ll and recognition .  so that new words are used 

and genuine reading commen ces as s oon as possib l e .  Mani festly the 

choic e  o f  words whi ch c on t ain both the phonemes of most frequent occur­

rence and also b as i c  intere s t  and usab i lity in s t ory material has b een  

crucial . Since due to  financial cons iderat ions . only one set  o f  primers 

and readers has b een pos s ib le in t he areas . the criterion for choos ing 

material has been that what i s  of interest to  the adult male is  also of 

intere s t  to  young people and to  women . and for t his reason , t he hunt ing 

o f  pigs and cassowarie s .  the building of house s and canoes .  adventurous . 

event ful trading trips . pig- fe asts  and s ings ings . vis its  by  plane t o  

large ( comparat ive ly ! )  centres , have feat ured large ly i n  the s tory con­

t ent , with gardening .  fishi ng .  tre atment o f  sickness .  and other relevant 

everyday act ivit ies  also having a place . One trend in the c onstruc t ion 

of readers has b een to ut i lise t he ability of local literat e men as 

writers . For example . in the Foe s eries , wi th four phonemes plus 

nas ali s ation and some glides st ill to b e  introduced ,  s even excellent 

hunt ing s t ories in the res tricted vocabulary were wri t t en by Sesemena 

Kunugamena .  who also wrot e all the s t ories for the final reader with 

t he i l lustrat ions b eing done b y  an indigenous art is t ,  Malawa Toni . 

7 . 2 . 4 . 4 .  S T U D E N T S  

Becaus e , i n  each trib al group . t he Miss ion began i t s  act i vities  in 

the e arliest days of out side contact , the pot ential s tudents . who h ad 

strong motivat ion for such activities  as hunt ing , gardenin g .  fi shin g .  

trading . discus s ing and fighting .  had no moti vation except curiosity 

for learning t o  read and writ e .  However . as  the areas opened uP . some 
of the men went out to  work on the c oast in t owns and plantat ions , and 
as the languages were learned and t he Christian mes s age preached , some 
people became Chris t ians . All the mis s i onaries engaged in lit e racy work 

are unanimous that the two dominant mot ives for desiring l it eracy have 
been t o  maint ain communicat ion be tween those at work and tho se  at home 

in the vil lage . and to read God ' s  Word for t hemse lve s in their own 
language . At Mt Bos avi . where a mis s ionary couple first s e t t led in 1969  
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and the first vernacular literacy c las s i n  the Kaluli language was con­

ducted in 19 71 , Norma Briggs has writ ten : 

Thi s c l a s s  was s uc ce s s ful i f  t h e  flow o f  l et t e r s  f r om t h e  
c o a s t  i s  any i n di c at i on ! Ab out h a l f  o f  t h e  c l as s h a s  gone 
t o  the coast . . . .  To  write an i n t e l l i gent  l e t t e r  is  the 
t e s t  in  t he s e  part s . . .  n o  g o o d  going t o  t he c o a s t  i f  y o u  
c an ' t  wr i t e  h ome ! 

On the other hand , Ivy Linds ay from Suki in t he West ern Province , where 

the percentage of literates is very high , report s 

Our g r e at e s t  r e s p on s e  c ame following a c onvent i on whe r e  t here 
w a s  a r e al movement of t h e  S p i r i t  o f  Go d .  The people who 
c ame i n t o  s p i r i tual bl e s s ing  h ad t h e  i n c en t i ve . S c o r e s  o f  
t hem b e c ame g o o d  r eade r s . 

Other mot ives h ave been noted in one or more areas . The s e  are : prestige , 

the handling of one ' s  own affai rs or busines s , a stepping-stone to 

English or Pidgin , the acquisition of ' education and knowledge , when 

and where i t  i s  o ffering ' ,  and a ' new ( i . e .  adde d )  interest in l i fe ' 

(both these latter from the populous energetic Huli trib e ) . 

There are two areas , b oth in the Upper Fly , where the adult popula- ­

t ion has shown little int erest  in li teracy , and t he mi ss ionary in one o f  

the s e  ( the Yonggom language group ) has commented that local men returning 

home after graduat ing from Teachers ' College have damaged the literacy 

cause by indi cati ng that they cons ider the vernacular ' to b e  only rubb i sh 

at the best ' .  Fortunately such an att it ude does not appear to have been 

not i c e ab l e , or to have had any signi fi c ant e ffect , in t he other areas , 

and the current o ffic ial encouragement o f  t he vernacular language s will 
no doubt e ffect i ve ly counter such at t itudes . 

Cert ai nly i t  is true that among th os e of s chool age , the Department 

of Educat i on ,  st affed by  Australians and c ommit ted to Englis h  as the 

s ingle medium of instruc t ion in the schools , di s couraged the teaching 

of the vernacular in the school syllabus from the e arly 19 50 s  to 1972 . 

During that time in mos t  o f  the Miss ion areas , t he literacy workers , 

convinced of the value of becoming literate firs t  in the mother t ongue , 

conducted vernacular literacy c las ses  for all schoolchi ldren e i ther for 

a y ear b e fore they ent ered s chool ( at 6-7 years ) ,  or concurrently with 

the s chool programme , by adding an extra 15  minute s  to s ome part o f  the 

s chool day , s o  that whi le the chi ldren were acquiring oral Englis h ,  

they were learning t o  read and write  the ir vernacular . Both methods 
were suc ce ss ful , and as a re sul t , many hundreds of ex-s choolch ildren 

inc luding those  who left s chool b e fore or at Standard 6 ,  who were not 

selected for High Schoo l ,  and who have dropped Engli sh , are fluent 

readers and writers o f  their own language . In 1 9 72 , when Mr Vinc ent 

Eri was the first Papua New Guinean Act ing Director of Educat ion, 

Add���o n� �o �he P��ma�y School S yllab u� were publishe d  which required , 
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among other things , one hour per week t o  b e  gi ven t o  nat ive language 
and community activit ies , and since that t ime , vernacular literacy and 

creat ive writ ing in the vernacular have b een pursued within the official 

s chool programme . Under the present National Coalit i on ,  the Department 

of Education has devoted at tention to t he runnin g of pilot courses in 

s e le cted s chools whereby the  chi ldren be come lit erate in their own 

language first and s ubsequently in English . Those in the Miss ion who 

have b een doing this in t he local s chool for many years have found t hat 

it  pays good dividends i n  terms o f  an appreciat i on o f  t he mother tongue 

and the individual identity , t he pres ervat ion of the language ' s  oral 

literature by commi t ting it to writ ing , and the encouragement o f  

creative writ ing . There i s  also n o  doub t t hat progress  i n  t he metro­

politan language , in this cas e  Engli sh , is  in no way h indered by t he 

child ' s  achieving literacy first of all in his own language . 

I t  has b een found in all t he areas t hat t he older people ( 40 years + , 

with t he l i fe e xpe c t ancy at ab out 5 5 )  only achieve literacy when t he 

ment al alertness and mot ivat ion are really strong . S ince in al l t he 

areas literacy is als o  b eing conducted among t he chi ldren and young 

people , it follows that in t he areas firs t entered ( Gogodala in 1 9 3 2 , 

Suki in 19 46 ) t he overall literacy rat e  i s  much higher ,  as many of thos e 

now in the o lder age bracket became literate in their chi ldhood or 

adole s cence . The Gogodala overall e s t imat e is 50% , Suki 6 0 % . The areas 

ent ered in the late fort ies or the fifties , have overall e s t imates  

vary ing from 33%  ( Zimakan i ) , 2 5% ( Foe , S amberigi , Yonggom ) down t o  10%  

( Aeky om ) , 8% ( Pole , Huli ) ,  4% ( P a ) . ( In  t he latt er cas e , a small , 

s catt ered populat ion in the remot e  t rans -Strickland area i llustrates 

the s it uation where lack of  mot ivat ion , as well as abs en ce of  s trat egi c 

t eaching centres , militates agains t a rapid  achievement of  literacy . )  

The s e  overall e s t imates , however , must not be allowed t o  mas k t he fact 

that in mos t  of  the areas , be cause of the vernacular lit eracy prior t o ,  

o r  concurrent with , the English programme , the maj ority o f  the chi ldren 

and young t eenagers are lit erate in the ir own language . For example , 

in t he Samb erigi t rib e of 2 , 20 0 ,  9 5 %  o f  500  s choolch ildren ( recently 
graduated and current ) are literate . Thes e 4 7 5  chi ldren would in their 
turn repre sent s ome 70% of the ir age bracke t . Thus t ot al literacy 

( dis counting the small group who cannot or wil l  not learn )  is  certainly 

an att ainab le goal in thes e re lative ly small trib e s  w ithin three or four 
decade s , providing an adequate number of instructors can be provided for 
the expanding populat ion . The inaccessibility of s ome of the populat ion , 

as with the Aekyom where many live in rather difficul t  terrain up in 

the headwaters of  the Fly and Mart Rivers , is in some cas es  a det errent . 

In others , a number of  different Mis s i ons with differing language 
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policies , as  in the Huli tribe , may be a factor . Of t he seven Mis s ions 

at pres ent working in the area , t he Seventh Day Adventi s t  Mi ss ion and 

a small group , the Sovereign Grace Bapt i s t  Mis s ion,  have aimed at intro­

ducing Pidgin , though this was not s poken by t he people , as had the 

Roman Cat holic Mi s s i on ,  whi ch has in more recent years als o evinced a 

growing intere s t  in us ing the vernacular as well in promoting vernacu­

lar literacy . The remaining four Mis s i ons , t he A . P . C . M . , the United 

Church , the Christ i an Miss ions in Many Lands ( C . M . M . L . ) ,  and t he 

We s leyan Mis sion , have all aimed at vernacular literacy from the out s e t , 

using the materials produced by the A . P . C . M .  Thes e had varying degrees 

of s ucces s ,  depending on continuity of  s t aff ( e . g .  in the C . M . M . L .  

Korob a area s ince 1 96 1 ,  more than 2 5  European s t aff have come and gone ) ,  

the use or non-us e o f  syl lab l e  b reak-up dri lls whi ch were needed t o  

s upplement t h e  ini t ial sentence-method primers , and t h e  amount of  

training given t o  those conduct ing literacy in the out lying hamlet s 

( often the pastors , who had had no te acher t rainin g ) .. All these 

Mis si ons are agreed t hat the new Huli primers and readers , prepared by 

Syd Gould of  the A . P . C . M .  in conj unc t ion with a t eacher-t raining pro­

gramme , will ensure a much  more rapid ri se  in the lit eracy rat e .  

7 . 2 . 4 . 5 .  I N ST RU C T O RS 

The two mos t obvious trends in the field of  instruc t i on have been the 

indigenisat ion of  the t eaching programme , and t he upgrading o f  the s cope 
and content of  the t raining cours e .  A corollary of the s e cond h as been  
t he improved s tatus of t he vernacular teaching role . The fi rst full­
s cale training course for indi genous t e acher t rainees was conducted by 
Murray and Joan Rule at Lake Kut ubu commencing in Octob er 1 9 6 5 . The 

local language , Foe , was t he medium of  instruc t ion,  and the lectures 
were given in Principles of Teaching,  Reading Method , Writ ing Method , 

Number Method , Te aching Aids and C lass-room Techniques ,  with demonstra­

t ion lessons and pract ice t eaching a part o f  each day ' s  programme . The 

trainee s ,  eight i n  number , were all young men , s ome marrie d ,  literate 

in their own language . One only had had several years of  English s choo l .  
After t he first t e rm o f  e i ght weeks , the t rainees were sent out t o  their 
areas to commence lit eracy clas s e s , and brought b ack in for a second 

term o f  four weeks in Jun e  1 9 6 6 ,  and t hree short revis ion and refres her 

terms in Novemb er 196 6 , January and May 19 67 . Simi lar course s have 

s ub sequently b een held in the Pole , Aekyom and Gogodala areas , and more 

will be held from t ime t o  t ime as needed . In 1 9 7 3 , a t e ach er-training 
course of  four weeks was condu cted by  Jean May and Eunice Loeweke o f  t he 

Summer Ins t i t ute  o f  Lingui s ti c s  in t he Fasu tribe , and graduate s  o f  this 

cours e are now t eaching in their village centres . 
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A s li gh t ly different and highly interesting approach is b e ing used 

by Syd Goul d ,  the A . P . C . M .  Lit eracy Supervisor in the Huli area .  Faced 

with a very large trib e  ext ending over a hundred mi les of country , and 

very few roads , he first t rained his lit eracy as sistant , Olene Yawai , 

and t hen together they launched t eacher-training courses  in nine s t ra­

t e gi c  centres covering the Mis sion areas of A . P . C . M . , Chri s t ian Mis sions 

in Many Lands , Wes leyan Mis sion , and the United Church . To b e  accept ed , 

the t rainee needs to  be ab le  t o  read and writ e  Huli . The cours e con­

s is t s  of three concentrat ed fortnight ly s e s sions spaced a few months 

apart . During the intervals , the t rainees pract i s e  on a small sett led 

group what they have learned in t he session . Thi s  al low s the lecturers 

to move around the nine centres in t urn . Increas ingly , as he has shown 

he can handle i t ,  t he lecturing and demonstration have been handed over 

to Olene Yawai . At t he end of 1 9 7 3 , allowing for a 10% drop-out , t hey 

es t imat ed they had at leas t 100  t eacher t rainees pract i s in g .  The first 

o f  these groups o f  t eachers graduated in March 1 9 7 4 ,  and t he remaining 

groups through to  July , so t hat by t he se cond half of 19 7 4  some 3 , 0 0 0  
pupils cou ld b e  t aught . Each o f  t h e  communities has fed and lodged 

t he lecturer , and provided the $12 . 00 t owards e ach fortnight ' s  training 

course . The t rainees , when t hey graduate , ' must pass a t e s t  on te achi ng 

principles , and also pass an inspect ion on actual t eaching ' .  S inc e the 

proj e c t  is Mission-spons ored , ' They mus t  also  be of good spiritual 

s t anding to the church ' .  Gould and Yawai ran a s upervis ors ' training 

course for those who did well as te achers , and now have s upervisors 

out in many areas . Yawai has gone on to  theo logi cal training , and 

Dalewa Pipigi has s ucceeded him .  In accordance with Gould ' s  original 

vis i on ,  he is t raining three s upervisors for C . M . M . L .  and is p lanning 

a teachers ' t raining course  for t he S . D . A .  Mis s ion for Septemb er 

1 9 7 7 . 

In  all areas , the indigenous literacy t eachers are paid by  t he hour 

at regulat ion rates , and almost all are part - time workers , t e aching 

from four to 20  hours per week , and s pending t he rest of their t ime on 

their own gardens and other act ivit ies . The Mis s ion Literacy Commit tee 
has found t hat over half its annual budget is  being devoted to t e achers ' 
pay . It  i s  conce ded to  b e  des irab l e  that a class s hould contribute t o  

it s t eacher ' s  pay , but i n  s o  much o f  the We stern and Sout hern Highlands 

Provinces  t here is  lit t le or no cash croppin g ,  and t hus very l i tt le in­
come . The e conomi c s it uat ion is s lowly improvin g ,  but t he income prob­

ab ly has t o  reach a certain le ve l be fore people are willing t o  divert 

some of i t  from the acquis it ion of food and c lothing and ' things ' ,  t o  
the acquisit ion o f  ski lls . 
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7 . 2 . 4 . 6 . C LASS E S  A N D  CAMPA I G N S  

In  none o f  the areas have campaigns of  the ' crash-course '  variet y  

b een he ld , e xcept with small p i l o t  groups t o  t e s t  out primers before 

printing . The regular c las s for s o  many days a week has alway s b een 

the pattern . I n  the pre-war years , educ at ion was large ly a branch of  

the  activity of  the Chri s t ian Mi ssions , and cons equent ly ' s choo l s ' were 

open to all comers . Wit h the appointment o f  the first Director o f  

Educ ati on i n  1 9 4 6 , and t h e  s ub sequent s orting out of  t he condit ions 

unde r  whi ch a s chool would be ' recognised ' ,  syl labus , s taff and pupils  

became s ubj e c t  to  regulat ions , b ut in  t he earlier years , and up  t o  t he 

mid- 1 9 50 s ,  mi ss ionari es in all the areas whi ch had b een ent ered up t o  

that point were c onduct ing s chools for four or five mornings a we ek . 

These , whi ch att racted a wide spread o f  ages , we re b as ically vernacular 

literacy clas ses  ( reading and writ ing)  with added ins truction in numb ers , 
geography and s omet imes h ygiene , in the Gogodala area oral English also  

b eing added . When regular s choo ls were set up and ' s chool age ' defin ed 

and regulat ed , s eparat e c las s es were organi sed for adults . From areas 

where re cords have b een kept or where one of the original mis sionaries 

is  s t i ll on the fie l d ,  i t  is clear t hat  the growth pattern was t hat the 

mi ssionari es themse lves conduct e d  regular literacy clas ses  for a certain 

numb er of  mornings ( or afternoons ) each week , organis ing a new int ake 

each year .  Then,  from the se groups , s ome with an apt itude for , and 

intere s t  in , t e aching j oined in t he teaching programme . Finally , as an 
organised t raining cours e was es t ab l is hed , and numb ers of teachers were 

t rained , classes  were ab le to be held simult aneously in a number of the 

village centres , and t he mi s sionary could t urn t o  more advanced t eachin g .  

For examp le ,  i n  t he Orokana area o f  t he F o e  t ribe ( the t o t al populat ion 

of the trib e is about 3 , 40 0 ) , Hector Hi cks over the years 19 57- 6 3  with 

the as s i s t ance e ach year o f  s omet imes one , s omet imes two colleague s , 

with a new intake e ach year , t augh t  6 9 0  t eenage b oy s , young men and 

older  men ( mos t ly te enagers ) with s omet ime s 7 0  in a clas s ,  o f  whom 85%  

became literate . In  t he following two years , three nationals came int o 

the programme ; t he year aft er that t he training course at Lake Kutubu 

was held,  with these three young men b eing among the t rainee s .  Curre nt ly , 

s even literacy clas s e s  are being he ld apart from the school programme . 

At S amberigi ( the total populat ion of the t rib e b ei ng 2 , 20 0 )  over 
t he years 1 9 5 8- 6 6 , Don Mose ly had yearly intakes of  s chool-age chi ldren 

and adult s ,  with the class of adul t  men coming in three t imes a week , 

and ranging in numb ers from 40 t o  70 . His  w i fe als o conducted l i te racy 
for girls and women . After t hi s ,  the appointment of a ful l-time lit eracy 

s upervis or enab led 100- 150 adult s to be t aught daily in t hree clas ses , 



39 6 J .  RULE 

p lus vernacular literacy in the English s chool , and pastors t o  b e  t rained 

to t ake on vernacular lit eracy in the ir vi llage centres . Currently 15%  
of  the  populat ion are b e ing t aught , which will  bring t he overall literacy 

rate up to 40% . 
The records from t he Huli area indi cate that in the e arly years o f  

lit eracy clas s e s ,  t h e  maj ority o f  learners were wome n ,  but t h e  reason 

for this lies prob ab ly in the fact that t he maj ority of  the t eachers 

were women ( mi s sionarie s '  wives ) .  In  t he current programme , t he indig­

enous t rainees are all men . 

In the Gogodala tribe ( populat ion 1 1 , 00 0 ) ,  although the e arly clas ses  

were quite large , individual missionaries were limited in  number and 

could only be in one p lace at one t ime . Since the t raining courses  

have been held  within t he last  t hree years , t here are current ly ( at the  

t ime of  writ ing) 57  clas s e s  b eing conducted by  5 7  indigenous t eachers 

with 800 learners , for 1�-2 hours per day t hree days a wee k .  Thes e are 

b e ing  s upervised by two European and four indigenous s upervi sors . Thi s  

is  apart from whatever vernacular literacy i s  b eing given t o  those of  

school age in the Engl ish s chool programme . 

In  the Upper Fly are a ,  e . g . in t he Aekyom-speaking group , adults  i n  

t h e  p a s t  we re n o t  i n  t h e  main intere s t ed enough in lit eracy t o  come i n  

t o  centres for clas s e s ,  but t he current programme include s ( a )  a s erie s  

o f  ' literacy t reks ' whereby those i n  t he inacce s s ib le hill areas will  

b e  reached and ( b )  regular literacy c las ses  held in  1 2  villages . 

The budge t of  t he Mis sion Literacy-Lit erature Commit tee , in addi tion 
to grant s to areas for new literature , the printing or reprinting of 

primers , and t e achers ' pay , mee t s  a proport ion of  the running cost s of  

literacy clas s e s  such as  t eaching aids , dup li cat ing pape r ,  s t encils , 

according to relative numbers b ei ng t aught . 

William Smal ley , Translation Consultan t  with t he American Bible 

Soc iety , has s uggestedl t hat in developing areas , literacy s hould b e  

e s t ab l i shed a s  a ' high ly respectab l e  adult male activity ' s o  t hat i t  

won ' t  fail through b eing regarded as ' kid ' s  s tuff ' o r  a woman ' s  purs uit . 

Whi le the adult male has ce rtai nly b een in focus in mos t  are as , it is  

intere s t ing  t o  note that in the first-entered areas , t he young men of  

2 5  years ago are the adult males  o f  today and they haven ' t  thrown away 

their intere s t  in reading now they are adult s b e cause s ome o f  their 
fathers weren ' t  interested in it as adults . Gould con s iders that ' trying 
t o  te ach o lder fo lk is not a very e c onomical use o f  manpower ' when t he 

lat ter is in short supply . It  w ould s eem t hat the answer lies in the 
current trend of  more and b e t t er training cours es  for indi genous t e achers 

so that literacy can be offered at the vil lage level t o  adult  groups and 
young people ' s  groups as well .  
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While ever in the s e  rural areas t he people are s ubsist ence farmers 

with a little cash cropping, t he literacy clas s for a s hort period  in 

the morning or afternoon for six to twe lve months will remain the maj or 
method of achieving lit eracy among t he adoles cent and adult populat ion . 

Among those of  school age , the method will b e  four or five literacy 

periods a week in the school programme , plus or minus a pre-school year 

of morning classes  in t he vernacular . 

7 . 2 . 4 . 7 .  MA I N TA I N I N G L I T E RA C Y  

There i s  n o  doub t  that a maj or factor i n  e arlier years milit at ing 

agains t  acquiring ' the reading hab it ' was t he de arth of sufficient simple 

and intere s ting material to read . Those who had t o  go s t raight from the 

final reader to a New Te s t ament Gospel j us t  did not have enough practice  

with easy  mat erial t o  build  up  confidence and fluency , and many o f  thes e ,  

though they read with comprehensi on , have never bui l t  up reading speed , 

and read aloud to others very s lowly . ( The use o f  syllab l e  method alone 

was also a factor in this . )  The firs t  move in th e right direct ion was 

t he acquis i t ion by mos t  of t he are as in t he late 1950s  o f  the Society 
for Promot ing Chris tian Knowledge ' s  ' Gospel Picture Books ' ;  eight 

books with pictures only , i llust rating our Lord ' s  life from b irth to 

res urre ction and as cens ion , and these were interleaved with a s imple  

paraphras ed versi on of  the s t ory depi c t ed by the  i llus t rat ion . Some 

areas followed these with Old Te s t ament s t orie s ,  s ome with local st ories 

or legends , and a numb er commenced local newspapers ( dupl icat e d )  ei ther 
re gularly or as news warranted . Also in the 1960s , u s e  was made of  
booklets with  suit ab le pictures  and Engli sh text  for  t rans lation which 

were b eing made availab le by the Summer Inst itute of Linguisti cs , t he 
mos t wide ly used b eing How �he J ewc Lived , Th e S�o�y 0 6  T�a�c po � ,  

fo llowed b y  P e o ple 0 6  Papua N ew Gui�ea,  H o uc ec 0 6  �he Wo�l d ,  New Gui � ea ' c  

N eig h b o u�c and se veral s t ories i l lustrat ing the value o f  hygiene and t he 

prevent ion of  s ickne s s . With the s et t ing up o f  the Mis sion Lit e racy and 

Literat ure Commi t t ee in 1969 , t his t rend has b een  further encouraged , 

in the budget for e ach  year at least one booklet of  Engl ish s cript and 

pictures being made availab l e  in set s of 30 t o  each large centre . These  

are used with the various clas ses  and the popularity gauged .  Books that 

have s ale value are produced in greater numb ers and s old at cost , or at 

a price that the reader can afford to pay . Over the same period , a 
further encouraging t rend has been the emergence of  indigenous t rans­

lators - Teachers ' College graduates  or senior High School s t uden t s  who 
are willing and ab le· t o  t ake reasonably  s traight forward Engli sh texts  

and produce exce llent t ranslat ions . 

---- ._------------------------------------
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The Li t eracy and Literat ure Commi t t ee has also e xplored o ther methods 

of providing booklets with reader appeal . Current ly a consignment of 

the Ladyb��d b ook , Stone Age  Men � n  B�ta�n has been purchased , and is 

b eing dis tributed to t he areas , and in thi s case the English t ext wi ll 

b e  over-leaved with the vernacular , s o  t hat both text and t rans lat i on 

will be available t o  those who also know English . Another current e x­

periment is the pub l ication o f  a book of  actual phot ographs o f  a hunting 

adventure , t aken by our Mi ss ion photographer , with simple English t ext 

for each area to inter-leave with the vernacu lar . Thi s i s  s t i l l  in t h e  

p lanning s t age , but t h e  re s ults of  a research s urvey o n  react ions t o  

pictures carried out b y  John Sievert o f  t he Lutheran Mi ss ion s ome years 

ago s uggested t hat in unsophisticated areas , photographs rated more 

highly than drawings . Several writers and art is t s  within the Mi s s ion 

are also b eing approached to provide texts  and drawings s ui table for 

product i on and use . With all of the se ,  a b as ic number will be produc ed 

for use in the literacy and reading clas s e s , and where sales value is 

as s ured , a greater number will be produced and sold , cos t s  b e ing covered 

wherever pos sib le . 

The local newspaper i s  an exce l le nt means o f  keeping people reading ; 

one such is the Gogodala Tutul� ( C o neh S h ell)  with a monthly dis t ribu­

t ion of 1 , 30 0  copie s , indigenous contributors providing all the copy , 

and the Hul i  Halt ( Bamb o o  To�eh ) , which has a growing di stribut ion , and 

is aiming t o  appear monthly . Others are coming out , b ut le s s  regularly , 

as news and e diting s taff permit . In  t he Foe Lake Kut ub u  are a ,  a 

notice-board giving the weekly informat ion ab out p lane and p ersonnel 

movements has b een popular . Summaries of conventi on mes s ages and Church 

Council  dis cus sions are dup licated and we l l  re ce ived . Reading rooms , 

mob ile or rot at ing librarie s ,  and reading groups are s ome o f  t he mean s  

b eing use d  o r  ab out t o  b e  u s e d  for t h e  maintenance of  ac t i ve li te racy . 

The t raining of  indigenes as creative writ ers i s  also one o f  the 

curren t  aims , and this may also h e lp in deci s ions as to what will h ave 

reader appeal and value . One missionary who has been working in the 

Gogodala area for 34  years sugge sts  that ' perhaps one of  the local 
prob lems is that there are no local " Deadwood Dicks " to re ad ! ' .  However, 
indigenous writers may well come up with such equivalents .  To date in 
the areas unde r review , t hey  have writ ten up local legends , humo rous or 
dramati c  local event s , i tems for local newspapers ( sports reviews ,  
Council news , summaries of  conventi on meet ings , et c . ) , but at the Dauli 
Teachers ' College , s t affed by the A . P . C . M . , students are e xperiment ing 

with the s hort s t ory form , and t he field is  wide open . 

The provision of  this intermediate and supplementary material has 

fulfi l led a real nee d ,  b ut it s hould also b e  added that t he vernacular 
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New Tes t ament books maintain steady s ales among the Chri s t ian s ec t or 

of  the populat i o n .  

W i t h  t h e  Nat ional Coalition Government ' s  current encouragement o f  

pride in t h e  local language and culture , t he future o f  ve rnacular l i t ­

eracy and literature is bright . In t he areas under review , b eing all 

in the Papuan s e c t ion o f  the country , the trade language o f  Papu a ,  

Hiri Mot u ,  h a s  been used by t h e  men for communicat i on across language 

b oundarie s .  However , in all the Sout hern High lands language groups 

( Po le , S ao ,  Foe , Huli , Kaluli and Fas u ) , there i s  current ly a marked 

de s ire t o  speak and write New Guinea Pidgin , particularly on t he part 

of pas t ors and c ommunity leaders , and of thos e p lanning t o  go out for a 

period of emp loyment .  To this end , t rans fer primers have b een produced 

or are p lanned for each of t he s e  areas . Thi s  will provide ac cess  t o  

the much wider range of  materials avai lab le in Pidgin . I n  this connec­

t ion O s s ie and Jenny Fountain of t he Christ ian Mi s s i ons in Many Lands 

in the Korob a area o f  t he Huli t ribe have worked out and have on t rial 

an oral Pidgin course des igned for non-Pidgin- speaking nat i onals . They 
aimed to have it on the market by 1974 . 

7 . 2 . 4 . 8 .  S UMMARY 

To summarise : in line with the basic  policy o f  the A . P . C . M .  to  com­

municate  in the language of the people , in the post-war y ears all 

alphabets  and orthographies have been checked by c ompe tent personnel ,  
and o lder primers and readers have been revised t o  bring t hem into line 
with more modern and improved literacy methods . There i s  currently 

wide spread indigenisation at i ns tructor level , and the b eginnings of 

indigenis ation at instructor-t raining level . The former has made 

possible a significant ris e  in the literacy rate be cause of the p lacing 

of vernacular te achers in t he farther-out and less ac ce ss ible village 

centres . The las t  ten years have s een the e s t ab l ishment o f  good ve r­
nacular t raining course s in t e aching principles and t eaching method , 

and an incident al sub s equent improvement in the community s t atus o f  the 

vernacular t e acher . There is current ly a marked in creas e in dire ct  

t rans lat i on and creat i ve writing by local writers . The National 

Government ' s  current encouragement of  ve rnacular l i teracy generally 
and particularly in the s chools gives offi cial s upport to what was 

already b eing done among the s choolchi ldren in the maj ority of t he areas 

under review and will doub t less provide an added mot i vation for literacy 

among young and o lder adul t s . The discernib le beginnings o f  a des ire 

to s peak and write  Pidgin are b eing met by oral courses and trans fer 
primers . The author cons iders t hat t he fut ure o f  vernacular li teracy 

is bright . 
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