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To be treated as striotly CONFIDENTIAL and NOT. to be pubuished, broadeast or cabled 
befoi.e 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 31st December, 1963-

;^AIL ^SALE_3 , OF. G00I)3 AUSTRALIA

iSPSSS. .-. À (Provisional)

A sample sim'ey of re+alL esiabJ
Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Stat.sv 's each, quarter.

iuments in Australia is conducted, by the
Sample estimates derived

from a full response to that Survey- show.ing for each State retail sales classified by
comraodity groups^ are published about th.T’ee months after the end of each Quarter.
These estimates, ar© subject to revjsicn at a later stagOj when mure precise information
is available ¡relating to tradi’^g by new ousinesses.

which ar© published in less detail about
I _ i _T. J. _ 1. _. ». ^-4- -ti. ». />■? /iiiaT'+ciT’ n T»ia n niTiTTÌ 1 oH nn tHft bfl-Sis of tseven tot'i^t weeks"a'fter the end of each quarter,

■ ■ ■ ' ■ The movement over the corresponding
are

large pesponse from tt^ full quarterly sampiec
compiled on the basis of a

quarteh of the preoedl-ng yoa.r which .is sh'^wn by the prelim.utiary quartex'ly estimates of 
total value of retail sales in Aust.ral:a (excluding motor vehicles, parts, petrol., etc.)total value
normaj-ly differs by less thari one per nent, f.rom the corresponding movement shown by 

" _ ...... -1 , -I 1 _■ _ • _1___ X. XT_____ __+1, -(-the estimates compiled from the full samp.ie and published about three months after the
end of the quarter.

3. Provisional monthly estima.’ which are published about three to four
weeks after the end of each monTHj reiai© only to the total value of retail sa.ies in 
Australia (excluding motor vehicles, parrs, pet.rol, etc.) and are oased on monthly 
returns collected from a sub'-sample of the establishments included m th© quarterly

■p

eample«. The cuh'-sampl© is desigred to provide an estimate lying within a relatively 
small range above or below the true figures so as to giv© an early appX‘o.x.Lmat6

Undue sigrifi-cance should not be attached to very small move­

The cub--sample is desigred t

indication of i.rend
•)f any movements, shown by provisional estimatesments, or to the exact magnitude . . .

These est-imates ar© subsequently adjusted in accordance with quarterly estimates when
the latter become available.

4. The provisional estimate for November, 1963 is published in this Bulletin.
Figures for earlier months are shown for purposes of comparison.

5. Further information relating t,o the basis of statistics of retail sales
of goods is contained in Statistical Bulleti.n No. 310 of 3rd October, I963.

VALUE OF RETAIL RA I,TO OF GOODS f EXCLUDING MOTOR VEHICLES, FARTS, PETROL, ETC.) 
--------------- --------- ---------------------- r^\ fkA

(All figures are on

mjODS I EAlAjUDlMU MJiVK ran.
MONTH.LY"~^3TIMATESAUSTRALIA (a) (bT

a bas.'.s o,.mparable with the 196I--62 Retail Census)
i£ million)

Month
Total '(ex'-duding Motox- Vehiclesp Parts,

January 
Februai'y 
Ma.rch 
Ap.ril 
May 
Jun© 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1^6 !

Not.
avallable

202.6
220.0 
208.
2Q-; ,Q 
210.4 
215-7 
215.2
223.6
282 .,5

_ rol u et c □ )

{ 
(

1962 
Tio 7” 
197.8 
212.6 
208,9 
232..3 
214.7 
212.0 
221.6 
214.5 
227.2 
239.7
_281.A

„JiéX

(c)
(0)
(°) 

' (d)
(i)

219.6
204.5
215..5
220.3
239.1
216.9
227.9
231.8
220.8 
239-6
245.2

7b)Figures from(a) Ebccludes Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory. , 
July« 1962 are subject to revision when more precise information is available relating 
to trading by new businesses., (c) Prel.’-minary estimate (see paragraph 2)u (d.) Provis-
lona.1 estimate (see paragraph 3).-
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NOTE: Inquiries concerning these slatistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
41971 Extension 63, or. in each State Capital, by telephoning the office of the 
Bureau of Census and Stat.5 sties.


