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Unemployment still rising sharply 
despite more part-time work

recorded the largest rise in
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Tho April 1991 labour force survey . - iqtu tk*’»„„emip.™. .Inca .he 
unemployment rate also rose sharply to a Ilyli |u-i

1478. The
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The seasonally adjusted estimate of
7,721,000, but tcrtal (uU-Hme-Employment fell by 

first time since September _ Female full-time
e.«™™pU.ynu.n, „..b.

fell below 6 million for the

5,200.

Trend estimates of full-time employment 
15-19 continue the strong decline ol recent 
full time, trend estimates are also decreasing.

for males and females aged 
months. For adults employed

full-time employment
- ------------- liwin

have been falling since July 1990.
Trend estimates of total

LABOUR FORCE SURVEY ESTl.MATES 

Seasonally ad)uslcd

1990 — 
December

1991 — 
January 
February 
March 
April

fttii-hm« 
workers

Employed

Part-time 
workers

'000 —

Us-
Total empltn/ed

Unempioy- 
meni 

rate

Partie- 
ipitlOR 

rate
— per cent —

6,169.2 1,676.8 7,846.0 690,3 81
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6X)65.2
6,007.5
5,996.4

1,665.8
1,727.4
1,702.6
1,724.6

7,823.2
7.792.5
7.710.1
7,721.0

712.1
738,3
777.1
844.0

83
8.7
9.2
9.9

S U,l ana 2,.=» » .he

females seeking full-time work.

The

63.7 
k3.6
6.12
63.7

ses of 38,600 in

. For males, the unemployment rate 
- -------1, the highest rate recorded0,7 percentage point, , X,o7o 3 per cent, the highest rate rccort 

S”hc »X^'icSate .he .a.;«...- b, 0.5 pe-« p.™.. >•

9.3 per cent.

......... 1 the seasonally adjusted labour force participation 
Hl ny.—-1, tne scaso " ’ Tho m.ile narticipatior
by 0.5 percentage points to 63.7

po«. .0 5» P»

In April 1991,

participation rate rose

cent. The male participation 
cent and the female

rate rose 
1 rate
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The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for each Stale is shown in 
the table below.

< UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
Seasonally adjusted

: ; / Percent

■■ ■■■■'■ auNSW Vie SA n> Aukt

1990 — 
December 7.4 93 8.5 8J 9J 8.1

1991 — 
January 
February 
March 
April

7«
79
83
8.6

8.4
83
93

103

9.1
9.6

10.2
10.7

93
3.9
9.4

103

9.0 
9.8

103 
11.1

9.2
9.6
9,6

10.8

83
8.7
9.2
9.9

For further information, order the publication The Labour Force, Australia, 
Preliminary f6202.0J, or contact Don Clark <0b) 252 6525-

TOCBLST ACCOMMODATION 
Hulelk, motvl* and gucai huum

QUARTERLY ROOM SIGHTS MiOmb

- r"

Tourist industry boosts capacity
The number of rooms available in hotels, motels and guest houses 
Australia-wide increased by 7.7 per cent between December quarter 
1989 and December quarter 1990. Increases were recorded in every State 
and Territory, and in all star gradings except the ‘one-star' category.

R«9«b atto «wuUbU
-10

However, because room nights sold increased by only 2.8 per cent over 
the same period, the room occupancy rate fell from 52.9 to 50.3 per cent.

Rmb m|lKt mM

tflklbaa 
r6ÛÔ

QUARTERLY TAKINGS FROM 
accommodation

•4M

QtAHTEBty OCCVFANCY RATES^^

Guest arrivals increased only marginally by 0.4 per cent, with decreases 
being recorded in New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia, 
while all other States and Territories experienced increases. Average 
length of stay increased from 1.9 to 2.0 days, resulting in an increase in 
guest nights of 5.7 per cent.

Takings from accommodation increased by 9.9 per cent from 
$532 million to $.585 million, while the average takings per room night 
sold rose by 6.9 per cent from $76 to $81. during this same period, the 
Consumer Price Index increased by 6.9 per cent.

-60
TOURIST ACCOMMODATION 
Hotels motels and guest houses

>ss December i^rter

-M Î9S9 1990 Chenge

-4S

0« 
IMS

Dk 
tw«

n« 
19W

Rooms available COOO)
Room nights sold {'0001 ..
Room occupancy rate (%) 
Guest arrivals COOO)
AvCTage length stay (days) 
Takings from accommodatwn (Sm)

146 
7,010 
529 

6,297
1.9
532

157 
7,20«
505

6322 
2.0 

585

7.7»
2.8»

0.«»
53»
9.9*
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Fer further information, order the publication Tourist Accommodation, Australia 
<S63S.O). or contart John Alexander on (07) 222 6215.
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First results of national health survey
Nearly 80 per cent of the Australian population .iged 18 years or nxye 
felt they were in good er excellent health around the end of 1989. While 
only 5 per cent said they were in piX'r health, two out of threv jx-rsims 
reported they experienced a long-tenn medical condition, the nxwt 
common being long or short sight, hayfever asthma and arthritis.

These findings are preliminary estimates from the 1989-90 survey of 
national health, and mark the start of the output phase ot Australia’s 
major health survey. The estimates are based on information obtained
during the first 
October 1989.

six months of the twelve month collection period from
V < 3

Almost three out of ten persons aged 18 years and over said that they 
smoked. There was a marked difference between the sexes and across 
age groups as shown in the table below.

PERSONS WHO SMOKE 
OCTOBER 1989 TO MARCH 1990

Per cent

group (years)

S«x 18-34 35-64
65 and 

o«r ToUii

Males
Females

38
34

32
23

17
10

32
25

Persons 36 29 J3 29

About one fifth of the population had consulted a doctor and 
70 per cent reported using medications in the two weeks prior to 
interview. About half the population reported using pain relievers and 
almost a third took vitamins or minerals during the previous two weeks.
interview.

Almost 60 per cent of people usually use 
unprotected skin when they are out in ?•-

a sunscreen on areas of
strong sun. A further 8 per centunpruievivvi »imh — --------------o •

reported they are either usually fully protected by clothing or not exposed.

The survey also found that nearly two out of three persons aged 
18 years or more drank alcohol in the seven days prior to interview.^
The most

iltViV V4il*iirs .................................- - J /II u
popular beverages consumed by drinkers were full-strength

beer (48%) and wine (42%).

Preliminary results for the spring and summer period show that two out of 
three persons aged 15 years or more reported doing some oxerci^' for 
recreation, sport or fitness in the two weeks prior to interview. Of those

... .. J-____ S fz»» Ctvnr<-*ica> firpersons who exercised, two thirds went walking for exercise or recreation. 
One third of both males and females rcpcirtcd no exercise.

Further results of the survey
utiU be available when final eslimales are released in the
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1989-90 National Health Survey: Summary of Results f4363,0) ejcpated 
,n eany lune. Details of all proposed publications and other releases surwy results 
are contarned in the ^formation brochure 1989-90 National Health Surv^r: Products 
and Services wfiidi is available from any office of the AustralanBunau of 
(see page 6). For further information, order the publication 1989-90 National Health 
Survey Preliminarv Estimates (4361.0), or contact Brian Rtch.ngs on (06) 252 S7«6.

publication
in early fune.
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First home buyers a third of 
Sydney, Melbourne markets
First home buyers were over a third of all purchasers in the Sydney and 
Melbourne home markets between 1988 and 1990. Sydney had both the 
greatest number, 57,200, and the highest proportion of first home 
buyers, at 37 per cent. Melbourne’s 55,600 first home buyers were 
35 per cent of the market.

OhMAiainb«
First home buyers were 31 per cent of all buyers nabonally during that

1«
period. First home buyer households in Australia had a median income
of about $41,000 during this period, and the median price of dwellings
they purchased was around $85,000.

tXMM cifital un»

These figures emerged from the first ABS survey to target first home 
buyers. Australia-wide, the survey estimates that 290,200 dwellings were 
purchased by first home buyers during the three years from 1988 to 
1990.

This survey, conducted in March 1991 is part of a larger national survey 
of income and housing. Dató available on first home buyers includes 
their household income, purchase price of dwelling, size and main 
source of deposit, source of main loan, and total value of loans taken 
out to finance the dwelling purchase.

For example, banks financed 55 per cent of first home buyers’ 
purchases, 160,400 dwellings, during those three years. There were 
24,400 dwellings purchased outright by first home buyers who did not 
need any loans.

The survey found that households’ savings contributed the deposit for 
72 per cent of first home buyers’ dwellings. Money provided by family 
or friends helped pay the deposit on 10 per cent of first homes 
purchased.

FIRST HOMF BUYERS 
1988-1990

Particuign

Dweihi^ 
purchased

Slatuhcai Aw»ion

SydfMy Meflwur»«

55.6 193

Perth

— 'OOO-

24.1

Otlue 
capiUi 

urte»

293

Ot^
Auttrtdia

104.1

AutfnilM

290.2
572

— Per cent —

ProportK» o( 
total buyers 37 35 23 29 34 28 31

The suroey results ere feurui it, the free publicetion First Home Buyers 1988-90, 
Australia, Preliminary (4135.01. Fer rrutre Jetails, mcluding unpublished date, or Io
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lU*, rwuiuiwaaj --------------------- I Lt
f/ie range di information re«rdiRg first home tmyers that wUl become arwlable, 

. \ if-.* «« /na.\ fitinadiscus fiW r««5& WJ ------o/ •’ , ftrna
certíOLt David Gnrube from the ABS Housing Statistics Unit on (06) 252 5508.
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Inquiries
The ABS supplies a wide range of 
statistical information:

All the week's releasesT^^^
8 to 14 May

n
a

through its bookshops
by mail order (including 
subscription)
by facsimile 
electronically.

General
Publications Issued in April 1991 (1102.0; 55.50)

Statistics Weekly, 9 May 1991 (1318.0; 54.00)

□
a

Western Aust.: Facts and Figures, 1991 (1302.5; 58.95)

To order any of the publications that 
appear in Statistics Weekly or to 
Inquire about the statistics and 
services available from the ABS, 
contact Information Services al any 
of the offices listed below. An 
Information Consultancy Service in 
each office provides assistance of a 
more extensive or complex nature.

Social statistics
National Health Survey: Preliminary Estimates, 1989-90 (4361.0; free) 

— nett) issue

National accounts, finance and foreign trade
Imports, Aust., Monthly Summary Tables, March 1991 (5433.0; 59.00)

Labour statistics and prices
The Labour Force, Aust., April 1991, Preliminary (6202.0; $10.00)

ABS

W

FAX

Central Office
PO BOX 10 

BELCONNEN ACT 2616

(06) 252 6627
(06) 253 1404

The Labour Force, Aust. — Preliminary Data on Floppy Disk, April 1991
(6271.0; $65.00)

Award Rates of Pay Indexes, Aust., March 1991 (6312.0; $10.00)

ABS State Offices
NSW (02) 268 4611
Vk. 
Qld 
WA
SA 
Tas. 
NT

(03) 615 7000 
(07) 222 6351 
(09) 323 5140 
(08) 237 7100 
(002) 20 5800 
(089) 81 3456

Secondary industry and distribution
Manufacturing Production, Aust.: Food, Drink, Tobacco, Stock and 

Poultry Food, February 1991 (8359.0; 510.00)

Tourist Accommodation, Aust., December Qtr 1990 (8635.0; 510.00)

Production Statistics, NSW, February 1991 (8304.1; 57.50)

Tourist Accommodation, NSW, December Qtr 1990 (8635.1; 510.00)

Subscriptions
To subscribe to Statistics Weekly or 
any other ABS printed publication, 
phone the ABS Subscription Service 
toll-free on (008) 020608, or conUct 
Information Services at any of the 
offices above.

Tourist Accommodation, Qld, December Qtr 1990 (8635.3; $14.50)

Building Approvals, Qld, March 1991 (8731.3; $10.00)

Manufacturing, WA, 1988-89 (8207.5; 512.50) — neui issue

Suggestions
Any suggestions for improvement to 
this publication should be addressed 
to:

Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by ApprovingAuthorities, SA, 

February 1991 (8741.4; 510.00)

Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by Approving Authorities, 
Tas., February 1991 (8741.6; $3.50)

Robert Nixon
Editor 
Statistics Weekly 
(06) 252 6104

Transport
Road Traffic Accidents Involving Casualties, Reported to the Police 

Department, WA, 1989 (9406.5; $8.00) — final issue

Motor Vehicle Registrations, Tas., March 1991 (9303.6; $5.00)

Statistica Weekly 

16 May 1991
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Calendar of key releases
Expected releases over the fortnight to 21 May IWl

Consumer Price index, March 1991 (6401.0; $11 .CX)>

Housing Finance for Owner Occupation, Australia, March 1991 
(5609.0; $10.00)

Export Price Index, Australia, March 1991 (6405.0; $7.50)
Retail Trade, Australia, March 1991 (8501.0; $10.00)

Price Index of Materials Used in Building Other Than House 
Building Eight Capita! Cities, March 1991 (6407.0; $10.00)

Price Index of Materials Used in House Building Six State 
Capital Cities and Canberra, March 1991 (64^.0; $7.50)

3 Company Profits, Australia, March 1991 (5651.0; SIO.CW)
Price Indexes of Articles Prtxluccd bv Manufacturing Industry, 

Australia, March 1991 (6412.0; $10.00)
Registrations of New Motor V'chicles, Australia, April 1991 

Iheliminary (9301.0; $10.00)

Manufa..uring Production, Australia, April 1991 Preliminary 
(8301.0; $10.00)

The latest ...
Changes to key State indicators — consolidated to 
14 May 1991

AuMniKl*-

l.'NKMPLOYMKNT RATE 
S«aau«alt) W|Htlrd 

Aertl

NvwSMHfcWaiwl
Vkmu 

QVMMUia 
S*«hA«Mnlia^ 

Wauan Awihei 
TmwmmI

T 13
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NSW Qin SA NT ACT Anti

N«w ctpital expenditure
(Dec- qtr 90)*

Retail tumowr (Feb. 91) 
(trend eatimat«)

New motor vehicle 
regiatraetcnt (Mar 91)t

Number of dwelling unit 
approvals (Mar 91)

Value of total building work 
done (Dec qtr 90)

Kmf^oyed persons 
(Apr 91)‘

-- PeccHUg« cNtn^t mìm prwrf y*»" —*

-24 -246 -153 -117 2 a 39.0 n a. -»6

14 -24 4.6 a.8 2.2 63 n.a. 95 2»

.«.203 -5g.9 -9.0 -137 -20 5 -MO -293 -241

-19,7 -40.7 -10 4

25 -111 -230

-29g

92 -23,0 -127 -25 9 -75.6

9h -24,7 114 53

-207

-55

Capital aty conaunwr 
pnee index (Dec qtr 90)

A’.-«’age weekly earmn^ (full* 
tune adult «s^inary tun«) 
(Nov. 90'

Population (Sept. 90)
Room nifO't* ut hceraed 

hotel» and moadx etc 
(Dec, qtr 90)

06

64

68

-23

-6.1 -1.6 -OJ -20 05 39 -15

7.4

0.9

6.2

9.9
34

8.0

75

53

-0.7

74

79
23

03

6.1 71 65 69

66 95 
0.9

57 
2-5

75
IJ

293 32» 46 28

• adjuMad except iof NT and ACT. ♦ Saawnally adjuatad «wept foe Tax., NT and ACT



a

The latest ... 8
Key national indicators - consolidated to 14 May 1991

[2g
LMtíi avaiiabit

Ptru)d Ortfinai
5<aseMaf/v PrtwiQMJí

pcrtüd ptncui
CorrtíptMiiiHg

Nationil production
GnM.d««.CKp™luc.

Doc qir90 101.082 
70XÍ3Í

95,241 
64.725

1.3 
06

34 
06

Industrial activity 
Sew capul e*penditure —

Expected new coital 
eMpandiiure

Rcutl turnover —currewpnctt 
—. 19M~85 priCfS

New motor vehicle re^sirxiions 
Dwelling unit approves 
Value of all building approvals 
Value irf loud building work done 

— current pnccs 
— J 984-65 prtets

no.

Sm

Manufacturen' sales — currcnl prices 
— Í964 95 prtets

Expected manufatturws’ sales

Labour
Kmpi^®rf persons
Lncmploymciii rale +
Participahon rate *
Job vacancies
Average weekly overtime 

per employee

•000 
%

Price«, profits and wages 
Consumer pnee index (o) 
pnee index of matenals used in 

manufaciunng industriesmBnUlW.IUIU>B lliwuau-«
Pnee index erf articles produced 

by manufacturing industry
Company profiit before income
Average weekly earnings

(FuU-time atklis. ordinary tune)

tax

Inteteal rales (b) CmonlWy average) 
90-day bank bills t 
10-year Treasury bends +

Balance of payments
Exports OÍ merchandise 
Imports of merchandise 
Balance on r -merchandtse trade (c) 

goods and services (c)Balance oí goods
Balance on current account (c)
Tetms erf trade (d)

Foreign investment 
N« foieign debl 
Net foreign liabiltiies

Exchange rates (monthly average) 

$VS
Trade weighted index

Other indicators 
pi^lauon (resident id end oí qtr) 
Overseas visitor arrivals (c)

(a) Based on

Dec. qtr 90

Three morths 
to Dec. 90

Feb 91
Dec. qw 90

Mar. 91
Mar. 91

Dec. <Fr90

Dec. qtr 90

Sie monlhl to 
June 91

7,305 
5X2

8,311 
6,365 

J6,480 
39,880
9,770 
1,522

7,391 
4.6X

36,754 
25JJ8

70,139

6.612 
5.K/

n.a.
7,250 

74,620 
39,QH 
10,210

1.623

7.069 
4.452 

35,064 
24.154

n.a.

■000

hours

1980-81 . 100.0

1984-85 - 100.0

1988-89 « 100.0 
$m

S

% per annum

1984-85 » lOO.O

per $A 
May 1970 «100.0

nullkxi 
•000

36

n.a
0.1

-76 
-94 
-2.5

-26c6

0.5 
0./
to 
0.0

-106
-/i)3

^■5.1
3.5

-76 
-29.8 
-13.0 
-19.3

-8.5
-709 
-1.0 
-5Z)

n.*. -1.8

Apr. 91

Nov. 90

7,750.5 
S.9 

64.0 
34.1

b 13

7,721.0
9.9

63.7
35.4

1.3

0.1
0.7
0.5

- 27.8

- 1.9

-1.8
3.6
0-2 

- 45.6

- 16.2

Fururaa have been tax«,* s3n« of th« figuM« 
publication «f with the AK> Information

»7I $erprviees

Dee. qtr 90

Feb 91

Feb. 91
Doc. qtr 90

Nw. 90

Mar. 91

J^Mar. 91

Dec. qu 90

30 Dec. 90

Mar. 91

Sept. 90
Oct . 90

214.5

121.5

119.3
4.640

555,60

11.60 
n.-«o

4.300
3.658

642
388

-1.148 
n.a.

130. ««9 
173.678

0.7719
58.2

17.1 
191

rt.t.

n.a.

n.a.
3.911

-3.3

-0.5
159

n.a.

n.a. 
n.a.

-0.05 
0.15

6.9

0.6

40 
4.8

7.5

o
-385
-2.05

4,411 
3,^62

615 
231 

-1.209 
97.9

1.2 
-0.6 
299.4

n.a. 
16.7 

-5.8

13.5 
-11.8

n.a 
n.a 

42.0 
■ -9.3

n.a.
n.a.

n.a. 
n.a.

n.a 
188

1-5
0.2 ...

; ■■■ 5.9
. . . 60

-1.6
16

04
- 14

2.1
-2.2

1.5
12.9

-------------------
____  -I «b... .awMHr i* imnnrtanttinac ■**»«« ------,__

if the statu« oí the statane is in^jortant

Th« ABS should b. «knowl^lged « th. «tur» uhen t..f«>duang or quottng iny p«rt of thu pubhtalwn
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