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The results of the investigations made under tha direction of the 
Minister for Home Affairs by the Acting Commonwealth Statistician (Trofessor 
L.F. Giblin) as to the price of food and groceries (ho commodities) have been made 
available for the month of HAY, 1931.

I

CHANGS OF SAS¿ FERIOD. Special attention is directed to the base period
to which the index numbers in the attached tables are coniputed. In tabulations

È.Ì

of retail orice.s of food and groceries prior to and including December, 1929, the 
base (1000) to which the index numbers were computed was the weighted average 
aftsbegate cost in the year, 1911, for ths Six Capital Cities, of the coranodities
included in the investigations. The desirability of computing retail price •
indexes on a post-’-iar period base was considered by a Conference of Statisticians 
and it was resolved that the period of five years, 1923-27, be adopted as base for 
retail price indexes as from January, 1930.

1

The computation of the retail price index numbers (Food, Groceries and 
Rent of all houses) used by the Cormconv/ealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration 
in the determination and »djuetmant of rates of wage on the original base, vizt- 
year, 1911 = 1000, will be continued, and these figures will be published in the
Quarterly Suirc-iary of Kustralian Statisticn, and Annuel Labour Reporta«

In the table herewith particulars are given in the form of index numbers,
of the price levels of food end groceries in Mfiy, 1931, coraj-arod with July, 191<, 

■ - ------ ----- ■■ ----- ' • In the last column, thethe bene period, 1923—17'27, ''fty? 193C, and April, 1931«
J ercentajze increase in 1931, coììip.ared 'vith July, 1914, is shov/n« TVie base,
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lOCC, to which the index nu^nbers are co-jputed, is the weighted average aggregate 
copt in the five-yearly bass ¡eriod, 1923-1927, in the Six Capital Cixiee, of the 
conrioditios included in tho investigations.

Compared with the previous month, April, 1921, retuix prices of food and 
groceries in ilay showed a decrease o^ in the weighted average cost for the
30 principal tryne re’^s.rdgd as a whole, and a decrease of l.C'
orst .for the Six Capital Cities of the Cor -rn./aL’.lth«
cord'i 'hen compared v/ith t?

in the vzeighted average

•. revio’js month - Victoria, with "
In all States decreases. vere re-

decrease of !.€’ show-
;u9onslrni. and Sc.’th Australia, each with a decrease of

New South ’.Vales, 1.3/.; Tasmania, 1.1).; and „'estern Austrelia, 1.0$.
Cpnipared with the corresponding month, May, of last year, deceases were 

recorded in all of the States - South Australia with a decrease of 13.^ registering 
the greatest, follov/Ad in the order named, by Victoria, 15.9/*; Tasmania, 15.5/.; 
.■.’astern Australia, 15.3/i; New South Vales, 12.6%; and Queensland, 8;6/.. The

in,' the rreatert fall, thsr.

Tasmania.
and Queensland, 8Í6^.oosTorn Kusxraiia, lo»*"/!», new ooutn ¡laxoa, x&«u;o,

weighted average index number for the 30 Towns considered as a whole was 840 in
hftrdh ___________J ...2 At- ftOO 1.- lO'in u .*)ar,v<aaan n'f'i-ay, 1931, compared with 978 in I\!ay, 19-0, a decrease of l'í.l/í»

in cost since July, 1914, was greatest in We’» South .Vales, 
3 '.2";, followed by Queensland, 31.6%j Victoria, 23.5fi; Tasmania, 23.8^, ^Scruth

The increase

Australia, 17.2?;, and Western Australia, 12.3, The increase in the 30 Towne 
while for the Six Capital Citiesconsidered as a whole since July, 1314, was 29.Ci, 

the increase for the same period was 29.5)i. The actual cost of the regimen of food.11.1 ac.oo 1... viiS same perxod wa5 29.6,.. — ....
an.' groceries for the month of May, 1931, '.vas highest in Me.'/ South ilfales, and lowest
in Victoria. In the case
Hill and lowest in Toowooiubtw*«»

of the individual tows, the cost ’.»8.5 greatest in Broken
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Compared with the previous month, average retail prices of oatmeal,
potatoes, butter, bacon, ha-m, and pork, showed a general downward tendency, while 

■gs were higher in price in all of the towns. The average prd-ee ’'“»*■ «•"owo-l 
slight downward tendency in most of the to'ras, while in some cases a slight

' Prices of mutton showed a marked decrease in a number of
eggs
aincrease v/as recorded, 
the towns.

The average prices of beef showed

Oatmeal, potatoes, milk, butter, rheese, and all cuts of meat were retailed 
at reduced prices in Sydney, while eggs euid flour were higher in prioe. In Melb­
ourne, flour, tea, potatoes, milk, bacon, ham, and pork were lower in prioe, while 
eggs were retailed at a slightly higher price. Potatoes, butter, bacon, ham, 
and all classes of meet showed reductions in Brisbane, while increases were recorded 
ir. the average prices of tea and eggs. In Adelaide, flour, potatoes, kerosene, 
ailk, butter, and hara, '.vers lower in price, ¿ggs, showed an increased price in that 
city. Flour, butter, bacon, ham, eu-.d beef showed reduced prices in Perth, while 

' ■ ' ■ ■ In Kobart, potatoes, milk, butter, and

Ir, Kelb-

Fl OU r,
e;p8 and mutton were higher in price.
pork were lower in price. Flour, tea, egjs,
showed increased prices ir. that city.

beef, and mutton, on the other hand,
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Based upon cost of Food end Groceries only.
; i h':

¿AY, 1931.
Retail Irica Index Humbers for each of the 30

Frir.eipal Towns in Australia for_toe__£erioda specifieJ.
■teighted Average cost in the Six Capital Cities du ring the H ve-yearly 

base period, 1923-27 = 1000.
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Town. July, 
1914.

fcvarage -
5-yearly 
period, 
1922-27

lOay, 
1930.

April, 
1931.

•Jay, 
1931.

Peroeniagê"

Sydney 
I'awoastle
Broken fiill 
Goulburn 
dathurst

Aver* “ N..S» 'Jaloe, •
Ts To\yns) ■

645
642
321
661
613
652

1012
1015
1155
1013 
- ÎZ1.
1016

1012
1004
1227

999
995

1016

896
398

1043
881 
aa£
900

883
893

1045
365
869
388

Increasa 
from July, 
1914 to 
May, 1931.

36.9 1
39.1 i
27.3 i
30.9 !
41.8___ i
36.2

I

I;
)

iiclbcurne ..
Ballarat ..
hendiyo
Geelong ..
.nrrnamtool ..

ft. Aver. - Victoria,
__ (5 "¡.'Q-ms'l ___

. rlsbane ..
Toc'-.’so.Tiba ..
Gock'nar.iptor. ..

I! Gbartsrr Tovzers

il
.arz'icl;

11.!..Ayer. - iueensHnd, • 
___ ( 5 I'o’vnB).
A'jjlfji'Je ■■

i 1 rtiina 
fort t irle ..
L.runt Gambier 
. etorborou^h ..

ft. Aver.
(s rovresT

S.AustreliR;

____ I ..........
619 I 978

I

I

I

I

i...

617 I
619 I
609
603

989
993
967
9 37

I

940
98 5
957
9 35
954

806
826
330
791
794

II

792
814
820
769
800

28.1
31.9 
?2.5
26.3
31.6

I 
!

H

G13

591
5.32
646
696
605
605 i

699 i
636 i
722 ;
595 ;
749 ’
697

-r

973 944 307 794 23.5

I i-arth
3 A'.liTorrlia 

, Ocrthara 
' ;-anbury 
. Geraldton

^_Av_er.

h[ Hobart
(5 7'ownsf

■f, Australia

a ••! i.aunce.slon ..
( ivfriiitì

' Devon'-ort

J
Q.^eensto.vn .. .

ft. Aver. - Tasia- nia, .
_____ (0 To'me)

K .t._.iver. - Austral la, 
r '::.L - .....

._Ave r.
To'-ifif

,Si -iii-Ayer. - Aus-^alia, 
ft, (Ls&iiiiij)"".’!'

Crnterra (a) ..

7^9 +931 i

I 79Z
__ 3£i

1

I 
i 
I

I
-t

790

678
■'.40

. „ las_
Í7Z j 

------ j..

--•4
-1

645 I 
b) Ì 

'ib>

960
9 34
93.3

1074
9 51
965

1025
10.22
1060

989
1064
1028

1042
117 3
1104
1094

1060

Q'i7 
3 68 
927 

1010 
_^_901

371

797
783
864
920
303
307

(

787 i 
768 j
845 I 
914 
aio 
796

33.2
32.0
30.3
31.3
33.9
31. f I

98?
¡ 1035 i
¡ 1^65 ;
I 938 I

1083 ;
t

824
903
878
779
897

991^ II 
i

829 i

IOBb"]*' Ì79' ,

312 I
385
868
775 I
332 !
817 !

I 1205 i 1017 ¡ 1008 I 
i 1100 I 389 ' 901 I
¡ 1123 ;

1103 '

389 '
9 23 i
946

1047 896
+

I I__
"16'27 *’ 93'9''l 33á"
101.3 
104C 
1035 
.1132.,
1027

9ÓO i 8?9
1045 ¡
962 i

935 i
..... 1-

(base)

rb)” 
■ ffToi'"

! 978

I

354 '
349 ;
956 ;
841 Í

972 !
1103 i
1035

(a) ..pt_.ircl.jJói jn. uei-;h^ ud .ivarai.as.
3.

16.2
23.6
20.2
30.3
17.8
17.2

'369'p ICÏO*

912 .

8.3

15.0

---- 1 i ! "I

!i :
- i ;

I
I'

.-1
!
1

837 i 12.3 z

1’

333 I319 ;
847 :
8 20 i

832 '

22.9
28.0

I

___
23.8 C

...... -Ì----
851 ;

847 i

.. ------
340 • 29.0 I '1

....... !
47^ 835 ^ 29.5

987 :
928 I

960 I
’ QOT i”" .921 ■ 4

(b; ..Dilavailable_.

CorKron'zzealtb. Bi^reau _of__C0'. s^e and^Sta^ietins, 
"'CAtiBFj’i,” F.C.T. ‘ '23rd jÚM¿,"'Í931.3Ai F. C.T.
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